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Berniece Smith and wood carver artist Earl S. Jones with “Life on the Plantation” carvings, made from a tree 
under which the Emancipation Proclamation was read to slaves after the Civil War. The carving is on display 
at the Brazoria Historical Museum in the city of Brazoria.

Brazoria school that barred her as child now 
houses Black History Room she helped create

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Every school day in the 1950s, 
Berniece Smith would board a bus 
for school. 

And every day the bus would 
roll past the all-white Brazoria 
Elementary School and drop 
Smith off at the all-black Henry 
O. Tanner school, 2 miles farther 
away.

Years later, after graduating 
from college and earning her 
teaching certificate, Smith finally 
made it to Brazoria Elementary.  
She was a teacher.  

This African-American wom-
an’s journey through segregation 
earned her and several other 
graduates of the Tanner school 
praise in a congressional res-

olution that was sponsored by 
then-congressman Ron Paul.

According to the resolution that 
was read into the Congressional 
Record during Black History Month 
in 2008: 

“Laws dictating what schools 
a child can and cannot attend, 
based solely on that child’s race, 
are a shameful aspect of America’s 
history. It is hard to think of a better 
way to celebrate Black History 
Month than by honoring those who 
did not allow the burden of the “Jim 

Crow” laws to stop them from 
obtaining an education, and return-
ing to their community to devote 
their lives to teaching all students.”

Getting named in the Congres-
sional Record wasn’t enough for 
Smith.

Now retired from formal teach-
ing, Smith is chair of the Black 
History Room in the Brazoria His-
torical Museum. The Black History 
Room is in the very same school 
building that she was barred from 
entering as a child and taught in 
for eight years as an adult.

The old Brazoria Elementary 
School had been built in 1933 
and was saved from destruction 
in 2003 by the newly-formed 
Brazoria Heritage Foundation. It 

Berniece Smith subsequently 
entered the school as a 

teacher and now helps to 
plan events for Black History 

Month there.

By John Toth
The Bulletin

We left messages looking for a 
place that would at least put us on 
the list for the COVID-19 vaccine, 
then settled in for the long wait, or 
so we thought.

The next morning the phone rang. 
It was the Brazoria County Health 
Department wanting to know if we 
could go to the Angleton clinic as 

soon as possible for the first shot.
That was quick.
“Can we go in about an hour?” I 

asked.
“That’s perfect,” said the caller, 

and we made the appointment.
We wanted to rush down imme-

diately before they changed their 
minds, but we had just started 
breakfast, and it was going to take 
at least that long to finish and get 
ready. 

I didn’t think to ask which one they 
had, Pfizer or Moderna, but at this 
point, I didn’t really care, as long as 
we got one of them. As it turned out, 
the county got the Moderna vaccine. 

As I was getting ready, I was 
thinking of how this could be the 
beginning of living normal again. 
I knew that we would still have to 

Ramblings

By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

My daughter, Shirlene, was 7 
years old when a friend of the family 
gave her a kitten. The kitten was 
supposed to be a Tom. Unfortu-
nately, small kittens are hard for a 
layman to determine male or female, 

so about a year and a half later, the 
‘Tom” became a mother cat with a 
passel of kittens.

One kitten bonded with my son, 
Robbie, who was about 2 years 
old. Robbie wanted to name the 
kitten Whiskers, but he had trouble 
pronouncing the word “whiskers”, 
so the kitten became known as 
Whiskey Cat.

Whiskey Cat grew to be a mag-
nificent animal. I guess you would 
call him an American Shorthair. He 
was big, almost twice the size of the 
average housecat. Not fat, just big 

Memories are made of this

Our Whiskey Cat

Brazosport College is inviting 
the public to participate in its Black 
History Month celebration through a 
variety of online panel discussions 
and a cooking workshop.

This year’s theme is “Black 
History Matters,” and the Brazosport 
College community will be gathering 
online to watch documentaries and 
participate in workshops throughout 
the month of February.

In addition, the College is opening 
up four different virtual panel discus-
sions to the public through the Zoom 
video communications application. 
These discussions are focused on 
different issues, including mental 
health, Greek life and a variety of 
educational topics.

 One discussion will be offered 
each week throughout the month of 
February.

Brazoria Brazoria 
County County 
Parks Parks 
Department Department 
newsnews

SEE PAGES  10-11
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Anartica is supposed 
to be cold, but...

Difference between weather, climate

Hot regions are normally closest 
to the equator. The climate is hotter 
there because the Sun’s light is 
most directly overhead at the equa-
tor. And the North and South Poles 
are cold because the Sun’s light and 
heat are least direct there.

The climate of Antarctica is the 
coldest on Earth. Antarctica has the 
lowest naturally occurring tem-
perature ever recorded: −89.2 °C 
(−128.6 °F) at Vostok Station.

A record high temperature of 
18.3C (64.9F) has been logged on 
the continent of Antarctica.

The reading, taken on Feb. 20, 
2020, by Argentine research base 
Esperanza, surpasses the previous 
peak temperature of 17.5C (63.5F), 
in March 2015.

The temperature was recorded in 
the Antarctic Peninsula, on the con-
tinent’s north-west tip - one of the 
fastest-warming regions on earth.

While 18.3C is a record for the 
Antarctic continent, the record in 
the wider Antarctic region - which 
includes the continent, islands 
and ocean that are in the Antarctic 
climatic zone - is 19.8C (67.64), 
logged in January 1982.

Last July, the Arctic region hit 
its own record temperature of 21C 
(69.8), logged by a base at the 
northern tip of Ellesmere Island in 
the Canadian Arctic.

No question, the Earth is heating 
up. That’s a given. Now, why it is 
heating up is being debated. But if  
it continues, a lot of property near 
shore will flood. That’s a fact.

Weather doesn’t just stay in one place. It moves, and it changes from hour 
to hour or day to day. Over many years, certain conditions become familiar 
weather in an area. 

The average weather in a specific region, as well as its variations and 
extremes over many years, is called climate. For example, the city of Las 
Vegas in the U.S. state of Nevada is generally dry and hot. Honolulu, the 
capital of the U.S. state of Hawaii, is also hot, but much more humid and 
rainy.

Feb. 17 Feb. 18 Feb. 19 Feb. 20 Feb. 21 Feb. 22 Feb. 23



dark color.”
For you teachers, your students 

will be amazed how much iron is 
in a single bill, says Becker. But a 
word of caution: You’re destroying 
legal tender, so remind the class, it’s 
all in the name of science.

Exercise benefits
Q. You’ve been feeling peppier 

and happier lately, sleeping more 
soundly, stress under better control. 
At work, you’re recalling names 
better, organization seems less a 
chore. You’d swear you’re more 
coordinated, even your eyes seem 
sharper. How to account for this?

A. Just might be that exercise 
program you began, after an O.K. 
from your doctor, says University 
of Louisville exercise scientist Kent 
Adams.

 Getting the blood flowing every 
day is a sweepingly salutary thing, 
even just for transporting more 
oxygen to the brain for keener 
vision.

How about your love life? Has 
your partner too been happier? 

“As a promoter of exercise, I 
would have to say OF COURSE, IT 
MAY HELP AMOUR TOO.” Better 
moods will put you both in the mood 
more often. Plus love is a physical 
act, and blood flow from a healthy 
cardiovascular system is important 
in coping with any stress, and sex is 
a stressor.

So, a hearty YES to exercise all 
around.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Baseball’s numbers game
Q. Why are there so many 

statistics hounds following the game 
of baseball, compared with football, 
soccer, etc.?

A. Most sports are freeform, 
baseball is discrete, analyzable into 
25 well-defined states after each 
play, say Jim Albert and Jay Bennett 
in “Curve Ball: Baseball, Statistics, 
and the Role of Chance in the 
Game.” Consider the bases: There 
can be none on, runner on 1st, or 
2nd, or 3rd, runners on 1st and 2nd, 
1st and 3rd, 2nd and 3rd, or bases 
loaded. Each of these can be with 
0, 1, or 2 outs, for 24 total situations 
(3 x 8), plus one more for 3 outs 
(inning ends). Batting averages and 
earned run averages of pitchers 
can be calculated for each of the 24 
situations, plus probabilities of the 
batting team scoring any runs.

Compare this to, say, football, 
where one team’s possession is 
equivalent to an inning at bat. How 
many possible states are there at 
the end of each play? Simplifying, 
there are 100 different positions, 
one for each yard mark, plus 4 
different downs, 10 different yard 
amounts to go (for a 1st). This yields 
100 x 4 x 10 = 4000 states!

And this is understated, since 
scrimmage lines on the field are 
continuous, as are yards-to-go, 
which also can be more then 10, 

with fractional yards typical, making 
the number of possible states virtu-
ally infinite. And football is relatively 
discrete compared to basketball, 
soccer, hockey, which have a con-
tinuous flow in both time and space.

So while a calculating fan might 
answer curiosities about baseball 
- e.g., Who are the best “clutch” 
hitters? - other sports can be so 
daunting that even the most avid 
numbers hound hardly knows where 
to sink a tooth in.

Magnetic dollar
Q.  Could you pick up a dollar bill 

with a magnet?
A.  A large electromagnet would 

pick up a U.S. dollar -- though not 
all currencies -- because it is printed 
with magnetic ink, says James 
Livingston, author of “Driving Force: 
The Natural Magic of Magnets.”  
You can prove this by hanging the 
bill freely from a corner and watch-
ing it flutter in midair as you pass a 
magnet nearby.  

For a more dramatic demo, pour 
200 ml of water into a blender, 
crumple up a dollar bill and toss 
it in, suggest David Brooks of the 
University of Nebraska-Lincoln and 
Robert Becker of Kirkwood High 
School in Kirkwood MO.

 Blend for 3-4 minutes while hold-
ing a strong magnet to the outside 
of the glass. When you remove 
the magnet, see the black ink spot 
gathered there! “A white plastic 
spoon behind the spot displays the 

Harriet Tubman helped slaves escape before Civil War
According to the United States 

Postal Service, the people of note 
under consideration for commem-
oration on new stamps is the task 
of The Citizens’ Stamp Advisory 
Committee (CSAC).

 On Feb. 1, 1978, 65 years after 
the death of aboli-
tionist-activist Har-
riet Tubman, she 
became the first 
African American 
woman bestowed with the honor.

Tubman, who died in 1913 at the 
age of 93, was born a slave, but 
she escaped from bondage in 1849. 
Rather than hide to avoid recapture, 
she committed more than a decade 
to freeing others, by providing them 
with safe passage on the “Under-

ground Railroad,” a Northern route 
to liberty in the years prior to the 
Civil War. 

Some historians say she escorted 
up to 700 slaves to freedom during 
the War.

History.com notes that her talents 
were not limited 
to her role as an 
abolitionist. “She 
was also a nurse, 
a Union spy and a 

women’s suffrage supporter.
 Tubman is one of the most 

recognized icons in American 
history and her legacy has inspired 
countless people from every race 
and background.”

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends Ann Petry’s 

Harriet Tubman: Conductor on the 
Underground Railroad.)

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

Harriet Tubman escaped from 
slavery and then helped others.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

AN EXTREMELY DEVOTED 
FAN: A man in in Staffordshire, 
England, got very, very drunk on 
Christmas Eve, and changed his 
name to Céline Dion. The former 
Tomas Dodd said that he is a 
big fan of the Canadian singer, 
and was watching her concert on 
television while drinking a magnum 
of Champagne given to him by a 
friend when he filled out an online 
application legally changing his 
name. “I honestly … don’t remem-
ber doing it,” he said. 

WHAT, I’M NOT ‘FRIEND’ 
MATERIAL?: A North Dakota 
man, angry that his former boss did 
not respond to his Facebook friend 
request, sent him threatening mes-
sages, including, “Accept my friend 
request, or I’m going to murder 
you.” Then he went to the boss’ 
father’s home in Williston, N.D., 
and kicked down his front door. 

WONDER WHAT SHE HAS 
TO SAY ABOUT THAT?: A 

41-year-old man stole an unlocked 
Stoneycreek Township, Pa., police 
cruiser, drove it to a home in East 
Conemaugh Borough and shined a 
spotlight on the residence. He told 
state troopers who arrested him 
that he went to the home to visit his 
“soon-to-be girlfriend.” 

MIND IF I LAY DOWN? … 
SLUMP!: A man walked into a 
stranger’s apartment in Altoona, 
Pa., mumbled something to the 
resident and passed out on the 
couch. Police had trouble waking 
him up, and he told him that he did 
not know where he was or why he 
was there. The cops found lots of 
drugs in his pant’s pockets. 

WHAT ELSE COULD I DO?: 
A 54-year-old man, who police 
found covered with powder in a 
parking garage in Tallahassee, 
Fla., explained to officers that he 
fell asleep and then, when he woke 
up, fell into some water. So, he 
sprayed himself with a fire extin-

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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guisher in an attempt to dry himself 
off. He mentioned that he had been 
drinking. 

WHIRRRRR! WHIRRRR! 
DRAT!: A man tried to steal a 
package off of a front porch in 
Mississauga, Ont., at 2:40 in the 
afternoon and ran to his car when 
the homeowner opened the front 
door and yelled at him. But he 
backed into a snowbank and got 
stuck. The homeowner was filming 
him as he tried to remove the snow 
and free his spinning wheels to no 
avail. Police eventually arrived and 
arrested him. 

A CELEBRATION TO 
REMEMBER: A man rode his 

airboat through the streets of his 
neighborhood in Brevard County, 
Fla., on New Year’s Eve, knocking 
over trash cans and shooting off 
fireworks. When the cops came to 
take him away, he started to rev 
the engine “to cause a disturbance 
and mock law enforcement,” and 
threatened to kill deputies as they 
were taking him into custody. 

BUSY, BUSY, BUSY: A man 
carjacked five people in the span of 
an hour and 10 minutes in Minne-
apolis. He would stop and leave 
one car he had stolen to carjack 
the next one until the cops caught 
him. If convicted, he could serve up 
to 107 years in prison.

As a bonus, a Do-It-Yourself 
Virtual Cooking Workshop with Chef 
Dee Dee, owner of Cooking with 
a Twist in Stafford, is also being 
opened to the community.

Cooking with a Twist has 
appeared on Houston-area televi-
sion programs and newspapers, 
as well as being featured on ABC’s 
Emmy-award-winning “The Chew.”

Participation in the panel discus-
sions and the cooking event is free, 
but registration must be completed 
24 hours before the date of the 
event. Zoom meeting links and 
other details will be sent through 
e-mail. Visit choosebc.info/bhm21 to 
register for events.

A panel spoke on Feb. 4 about 
how education matters and the 
school-to-prison pipeline and how 
change can be enacted. Upcoming 
events include:

Feb. 18, 12 to 1:30 p.m.: Panel: 
Black STEAM Matters

Join a panel of experts as we 
look at black representation and 

involvement in Science, Technology, 
Engineering, the Arts and Mathe-
matics (STEAM).

Feb. 24, 12 to 1 p.m.: Panel: 
Black Greek Life Matters

Join in as alumni and students 
explore Greek Life at Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCU).

Feb. 25, 4:30 to 5:30 p.m.: D.I.Y. 
Cooking Workshop

Chef Dee Dee, owner of Cooking 
with a Twist in Stafford, Texas, will 
be leading everyone in cooking a 
delicious meal.

Black History Month at B’port  College
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Born Araminta “Minty” Ross 

in Maryland around 1822, “Harriet 
Tubman” adopted her mother’s 
name after escaping slavery.

• Tubman avoided cops, dogs, 
mobs, bounty hunters and slave 
catchers. She and her escapees 
slept in swamps and moved only at 
night. The bounty on her head was 
at least $12,000, equal to around 
$330,000 today.
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wear masks and adhere to all the 
other COVID-19 protocols, but now 
there was light at the end of the 
tunnel.

I have fallen twice into some 
sort of virus that seemed a lot 
like COVID-19, but without all the 
symptoms. I never lost my sense 
of taste or smell, but I had the high 
fever, chills, joint aches and some 
congestion during the first one.

I didn’t get tested for COVID-19 
for it because there was no such 
thing yet in November 2019. The 
virus had not been identified. A 
bunch of us just got sick. I got over it 

in about a week and the coughing in 
about two more weeks.

Sharon went to the doctor with 
congestion and breathing problems, 
and it took her about a week on 
some strong steroids to get over 
it. Nobody guessed that this could 
be COVID-19. Our doctor said the 
office where he practices had seen 
some other patients with the same 
symptoms, but the doctors didn’t 
know what it was, but they were 
treating it as a respiratory illness.

In November, 2020, I started 
feeling the same symptoms without 
the congestion. I also had a cough 
that lingered for about three weeks. 

I was tested this time, and it turned 
out negative. Could this have been 
a cousin of COVID-19? But at the 
time those mutations supposedly 
had not reached the USA. 

But I still felt bad.
The doctor suggested a combi-

nation of over-the-counter medicine 
and rest. The rest was easy. I slept 
for most of the day. I took the magic 
over-the-counter potion and started 
feeling better. Sharon never showed 
any symptoms, although I was sure 
that she would be next in line.

As the nice nurse inserted the 
needle in my arm to vaccinate me, 
I felt a sense of relief that the threat 

from this deadly virus would start to 
diminish. In time, we’ll  resume our 
excursions and maybe even take in 
a baseball game - if they let me in.

We may have been at the right 
time and place to gain access to 
the vaccine and just got lucky, or 
maybe there was a higher power at 
work. I hope that the distribution and 
manufacturing problems will soon 
be resolved, and the vaccine will 
become available to anyone who 
wants it. 

The first shot was done, and the 
second has been scheduled.

There were no side-effects after 
the first shot, although some of my 
friends had COVID-like symptoms 
for a day or two.

That’s probably the extreme, but 
still much better than being admitted 
to ICU or put on a ventilator.

“Now you can go out to eat and 
celebrate,” said a nurse after we got 
our shots on Sharon’s birthday.

“Not yet,” I responded. “After the 
second shot.”

Getting the vaccine took being in right place at right time
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• Genghis Khan killed over 40 mil-

lion people — about 10% of Earth’s 
population — during his lifetime.

• Women get drunk quicker than 
men when they drink the same 
amount of alcohol because they 
have less water in their bodies, 
increasing their blood alcohol con-
centration.
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was converted into a civic center 
and museum in an effort to bring the 
citizens of the community together 
and honor the great history of the 
area.

The Black History Room was 
added to the museum in 2006.

Smith has been a driving force 

behind the museum, and her per-
sonal history makes her a passion-
ate advocate for the museum.  

“I tell people who visit that what 
they are seeing are facts,” she 
says. “Segregation and slavery 
really existed.”

In celebration of Black History 
Month, Smith has planned special 

events at the museum for each 
Saturday in February.

The museum features old tools 
used by the enslaved, a newspaper 
article advertising the slave trade, 
old shackles and domestic items 
used in homes long ago.

“Sometimes people cry when 
they see things like the shackles,” 
says Smith.

Most of the items on display were 
donated from private collections.  
Smith and the late Billy Sanders 
were the major donors.

Smith had more to donate, but 
Hurricane Harvey destroyed her 
home and ruined art work and 
many potential museum pieces.

One of the museum’s highlights 
is the Emancipation Tree, which 
was carved from a tree under which 
the Emancipation Proclamation was 
read to slaves after the Civil War.  
Chevron-Phillips donated the tree 
from the Sweeny Plantation in Old 
Ocean.

Hitchcock resident Earl S. Jones 
called his three-piece carving “Life 
on the Plantation.” 

Many of us in the county know 
the story of Stephen F. Austin 
and the first legal settlement of 
North American families in Mexi-
can-owned Texas in 1821.

Not as many of us know the 
stories of some of the African-Amer-

icans who had an impact on the 
area. The museum aims to correct 
that. 

The museum features picture 
displays of:

• Charlie Brown: He was a former 
slave who, although illiterate, 
became one of the wealthiest 
African-Americans in Texas. At one 
point, Brown was the largest tax-
payer in Brazoria County. He has 
many descendants still in the area.

• Nathan Haller: He was one of 
the first African-Americans elected 
to the legislature. He represented 
Brazoria County during Reconstruc-
tion.

• Henry O. Tanner: He was the 
first African-American painter to 
gain international acclaim. The 
all-black school Smith attended was 
named after him. 

Smith says much of her knowl-
edge comes from listening to her 

aunts and uncles tell their stories 
when she was growing up.

She learned what life was like 
and how hard they had to work.

“Most of the men worked as 
ranch hands at the Poole Ranch 
and the women worked in the 
homes of white families,” Smith 
says. “We all knew more about 
what was going on in those families 
than they did.”

The museum’s hours are from 10 
a.m. to 3 p.m. on Wednesday and 
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday. 
There is no admission charge but 
donations are accepted.

If you are lucky, Berniece Smith 
will be there. She has some stories 
we all should hear. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Black History Room featured in formerly all-white school
(Continued from Page 6)
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and beautifully marked. Jet black 
with a white chin, chest, and paws. 
Apparently, he knew how handsome 
he was because he never walked 
from place to place - he strutted 
everywhere he went.

Whiskey Cat had his own way 
of eating. After watching his bowl 
filled with cat food and waiting an 
appropriate span of time, he would 
approach his food bowl and sit 
down. With his front left paw on the 
floor, he would lift his right front paw 
and extend his claws. Reaching 
into his bowl, he would pick up one 
morsel of food and bring it to his 
mouth. He would slowly chew that 
morsel, then lick his paw to wash 
it, and after a short wait, pick up 
another piece of food. He never 
stooped so low as to beg for food 
from people at the dining table.

Whiskey Cat was Robbie’s cat. 

He barely tolerated the rest of the 
family. If Robbie was home, Whis-
key Cat was home. If Robbie was 
gone, so was Whiskey Cat.

 After Robbie started to school, 
Whiskey Cat would disappear 
during school hours. When time 
came for Robbie to come home, 
Whiskey Cat would be sitting on 
the peak of our roof. When Robbie 
turned onto our street, Whiskey Cat 
would come off the roof and escort 
Robbie home, strutting all the way.

Whiskey Cat hated dogs, and he 
guarded his yard. Neighborhood 
dogs would only walk down his 
section of our sidewalk once. After 
being duly educated of Whiskey 
Cat’s territorial boundaries, any dog 
walking on our side of the street 
would cross over to the other side 
at least two houses away and would 
not cross back over until they were 
at least two houses past his area.

One afternoon, I heard a mixture 
of howls, screams, and cries coming 
from the front of the house. When I 
stepped out of the door to see what 
was making the racket, I saw Whis-
key Cat on one side of my Volkswa-
gen Bug and his mother, Fluffy, on 
the other side.

 Trapped under the car was a 
full-grown Labrador Retriever. If the 
dog moved to the left, Fluffy raked 
him with her claws. When the dog 
moved to the right, Whiskey Cat 
took over. The poor dog was yelping 
and crying - begging for help. 

Finally, the Lab escaped from 
under the car and took off down the 
street, running as fast as he could. I 
never saw that dog again.

 Come to think about it, we never 

had stray cats in the yard, either.
I only saw Whiskey Cat lose his 

cool one time. I had gone offshore 
fishing and caught a nice Ling. We 
had a Ling roasting in the oven 
when Whiskey Cat came into the 
house. He immediately started 
vocalizing, rubbing against our legs, 
and acting like he hadn’t eaten in 
a week. He even tried to jump up 
on the kitchen counter. I gave him 
some trimmings from the Ling, and 
he wolfed them down. Roasted Ling 
changed his personality to a beggar 
for about 30 minutes.

Robbie graduated High School 
and signed up for MP school with 
the Army. 

When Robbie left for bootcamp, 
Whiskey Cat had to be at least 
17 years old. When he left, so did 
Whiskey Cat. The day Robbie came 
home on leave, Whiskey Cat came 
home. Then, when Robbie left for 
his station in Germany, Whiskey Cat 
disappeared. That was the last time 
the family saw the cat.

Whiskey Cat had one other 
distinguishing feature – the longest 
incisors I ever saw on a cat. With 
his mouth closed, the tips of those 
teeth hung at least a half inch below 
the fur on his bottom jaw.

While Robbie was on station in 
Germany, a new family moved in 
next door. They had a 5-year-old 
son. The boy already had his life 
planned out. He would go to college 
and become a paleontologist. 
He loved to talk about digging up 
dinosaurs.

 One afternoon, he ran up to the 
back fence to show off his latest 
find. While conducting a “scientific 
dig” with a tablespoon, in his Moth-
er’s back yard flower bed, he had 
unearthed a small saber-toothed 
tiger.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Cat’s buddy grew up, joined military, and they both left
(Continued from Page 1)

Dark chocolate has more 
cacao (the beans that chocolate 
are made from) and less sugar 
than other chocolates, so it is 
considered healthier than milk 
and white chocolate

Eating dark chocolate widens 
arteries and promotes healthy 
blood flow that can prevent the 
buildup of plaque that can block 
arteries.

The smell of chocolate 
increases theta brain waves, 
which trigger relaxation.



Page 8  THE BULLETIN   February 16, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

It is easy to spot many of the 
veterans who visit Arby’s restau-
rant in Angleton on any given day. 
Many of them wear caps that have 
patches indicating where or when 
they served.

When the Arby’s team offers a 
casual, “thank you for your service” 
as associates hand them their order, 

Angleton Arby’s to celebrate first annual Gary Burkhart Veteran Appreciation Day
many will have little if anything to say 
about their time in the military. But if 
they see another veteran during their 
visit, they are likely to strike up a 
conversation among themselves. 

These conversations very often 
lead to impromptu lunches together 
in the dining room, even if they had 
started to walk out with their order 

packaged to go.
While many veteran customers 

are men of few words, others are 
colorful characters to most every-
one in the store, like friend Gary 
Burkhart, who will often serenade 
the Arby’s team with his A cappella 
renditions of Elvis Presley songs 
while his order is being prepared.

Invariably, this leads to teasing 
and joking between Gary, the shift 
manager and fellow Vietnam veteran 
Philip Pickering. Other customers 
and team members join in the fun as 
Gary leaves most everyone within 
earshot with a smile on their face.

Some veterans have stories they 
like to share with us civilians, some-
times as harrowing and profane as 
war itself. But one thing that always 
comes across, whether a tacit nod 
and ‘hello’ between them, or a 
bagged lunch that turns into one of 
those impromptu lunch hours, is a 
bond between these men and a gen-
uine, unaffected sense of community 
and shared sacrifice. 

Early in 2020, Gary Burkhart and 
Angleton Arby’s owner Wright Gore 
started discussing the opportunity to 
have a special event for our veterans 
on the anniversary of the end of 
the Vietnam War - a special day to 
give something back and to honor 
veterans like Gary and Philip and the 
scores of others we serve every day. 

Then, about 10 days before 
invitations were ready to be sent out 
to the community, the coronavirus 
stopped plans cold in 2020.

The dining room, where these 
veterans would gather, along with 
families with young children, contrac-
tors, students and teachers on lunch 
breaks, first responders and plant 
workers passing through on a busy 
day, would soon fall silent.

Team members were largely left 
to converse with each other in the 
kitchen and the briefest greetings in 
the drive-thru window. 

Elvis had left the building … but 
just might pull into the drive-thru for 
a chocolate shake now and then.

 It’s just not the same. Our restau-
rant is also a gathering place to 
many of those unlucky visitors who 
were left to tug on our locked dining 

room door last June and July. 
As the number of active virus 

cases in the area have returned to 
summertime levels, the staff had to 
shift back to greeting all our guests 
in the drive-thru window.

 But they remained also optimistic, 
knowing that thanks to the forthcom-
ing vaccines, the dining room would 
open again soon. 

And if things play out in the next 
couple of months as we expect, 
Angleton Arby’s will host its first 
annual Veterans’ Luncheon in honor 
of one of its very favorite Arby’s 
guests, Gary Burkhart, on the anni-
versary of the end of the Vietnam 
War, March 29.

More details will be posted in The 
Bulletin as plans develop.

(Submitted by Wright Gore, owner 
of Arby’s Restaurant of Angleton.) 
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Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

February is National 
Library Lover’s Month – a 
time to honor libraries, 
librarians, bookworms, and 
all the library lovers in your 
life.

Show your appreciation 
by donating to your local 
library to add to their collec-
tions and help fund special 
events. 

This year anyone who 
donates $1 or more to 
their local Brazoria County 
Library will get a paper heart 
to put on our wall to show 
their love and support for 

the library and its programs.
If you know someone – a 

friend or a family member – 
who does not have a library 
card, now is the chance for 
you to encourage them to 
get one.

They can even apply 
online! Just look for the 
“Get a Library Card” link at 
the bottom of our webpage: 
http://bcls.lib.tx.us

Flipster Digital magazines, 
Freegal Music, Kanopy 
streaming movies and 
TumbleBook Library digital 
picture books for children.

Tutorials are also avail-
able for many popular 
library resources found in 
the Research Room sec-
tion. These include: Ances-
try Library, BiblioBoard, 
Brainfuse HelpNow, Chil-
ton Auto Repair, Consumer 
Health Complete, Explora, 
Family Search, Gale Legal 
Forms, HeritageQuest, 
LearningExpress, Morning-
star Investment Research, 
NewsBank, NoveList Plus 
Book Recommendations, 
Reference Solutions and 

TeachingBooks. 
Need to know more 

about some of the 
basics? You can find 
help for: Internet Basics, 
Instagram, LinkedIn, 
Pinterest, Snapchat, 
and Twitter. You can 
also find tutorials about 
Gmail, Google docs, 
Google Drive and other 
resources as well.

Tap into the knowledge 
you need to make the 
best use of what the 
library has to offer!

Niche Academy can 
be found under the 
Research Room tab on 
the library’s webpage: 

http://bcls.lib.tx.us

February is National Library 
Lover’s Month

Discover service that helps patrons 
learn about library resources

Curbside Holds 
Pickup

 12-5 p.m. on 
days the library 

is open

Want to learn more 
about how to access the 
library’s resources? Niche 
Academy is there to help, 
providing helpful tutorials 
on how to use the various 
apps and databases that 
are available for free to 
anyone with a Brazoria 
County Library card.

Whether trying to nav-
igate an app for digital 
resources like MyLibrary! 
and SimplyE, or accessing 
eBooks and audio with 
Axis 360, Cloud Library, 
or Hoopla Digital, you 
can find a helpful tutorial 
to walk you through the 
steps to get started. You 
can also find help for 

9a.m. - 3p.m.
We will resume classes as 

soon as the Covid-19 threat 
subsides
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COLOR

Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Resoft Park has new disc golf area
With input from area disc golf enthusiasts, Resoft County Park recently 

added a new disc golf course, featuring a fresh layout and updated baskets. 
The course should be both easier to access and to follow than the previous 
setup. 

The expansive course includes nine baskets across the entirety of the 
park, offering a fun and competitive way to see all of the sights that Resoft 
has to offer. Keep an eye on the department’s website for an updated course 
map in the near future.

New signage at Resoft County Park welcomes visitors, including area 
disc golfers. The 80-acre day-use park is located at 20020, Hwy. 35, 
Alvin, TX. 77511 and is open from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. It also has a 
playground, soccer fields, , baseball courts, a lake and much more.

New trail signs at Hanson Park
Park maintenance crews have installed two large trailhead signs at entry 

points of the newly refurbished hike and bike trails. 
One sign is located at trail entrance near the San Bernard River on the 

park’s west side, and the other is located near the near parking lot and wet-
land observation area. 

Both signs provide hikers and bikers with a map of the three-plus miles of 
multiuse trails inside Hanson Riverside County Park as well as point out the 
park’s key features. 

The new signs were part of a grant that Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment recently received for park, facility and trail improvements.

Trailhead sign at entrance to renovated Hanson trails.

Park supervisor 
James Glover 
captured the Stephen 
F. Austin statue 
perfectly against 
the Texas sky as the 
surrounding flags 
whistled in the wind.

Historical 
breeze

41885 State Hwy. 288, 
Angleton, TX 77515
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Thursday, Feb. 18, 2021, 8 
a.m. to noon: Volunteer Trail 
Workday. We are excitedly 
adding miles of new multipur-
pose trails to our parks, and 
you’re invited to come along for 
the ride! Join the department’s 
trail coordinator on the third 
Thursday of each month to build 
and maintain trails in the parks. 
Activities include clearing brush, 
leveling the surface and painting 
and planting signs. Make sure 
to wear sturdy work clothes. For 
this workday, we will be clear-
ing brush at Hanson Riverside 
County Park. For more infor-
mation, and to sign up, contact 
Mike Mullenweg at mikem@
brazoria-county.com or (979) 
864-1152.

Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, 
8 a.m. to noon: Crab Trap 
Cleanup. We will gather at 
Seidler’s Boat Ramp off of Blue-
water Highway, and both hunt 
for abandoned crab traps and 
clean along the beach. Dress 
for the weather and bring plenty 
of water with you. Supplies for 
the cleanup will be provided. For 
more information, contact Mike 
Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152, or 
email him at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com.

Saturday, Feb. 20, 2021, 10 a.m. 
to noon: Discover Archery. 
Learn the art of archery with Brazo-
ria County Parks Department staff 
at Camp Mohawk County Park. 
You’ll learn about the history of 
the bow and arrow, how to safely 
handle the equipment and the 
basic skills you’ll need to begin 
your archery practice. After the 
class, practice your skill on our 
archery range. Bows and arrows 
will be provided. This free event is 
open to participants ages seven 
and above. You must complete and 
turn in our department’s archery 
waiver to attend. For information 
and registration, call Mike Mullen-
weg at (979) 864-1152, or email 
him at mikem@brazoria-county.
com.

Saturday, March 13, 2021, 9 
a.m. to noon: Spring Paddling 
Event #1. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as they hold 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow one 
of ours. Location to be announced 
later. We will need a completed 
liability release form for 2021. For 
information or reservations, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152 
or email mikem@brazoria-county.
com. 

Saturday, March 14, 2021, 
10 a.m. to noon: Discover 
Archery. Learn the art of 
archery with Brazoria County 
Parks Department staff at Camp 
Mohawk County Park. You’ll 
learn about the history of the 
bow and arrow, how to safely 
handle the equipment and the 
basic skills you’ll need to begin 
your archery practice. After 
the class, practice your skill on 
our archery range. Bows and 
arrows will be provided. This 
free event is open to participants 
ages seven and above. You 
must complete and turn in our 
department’s archery waiver to 
attend. For information and reg-
istration, call Mike Mullenweg at 
(979) 864-1152, or email him at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Wednesday, March 17, 2021, 
8 to 10 a.m.: Nature Hike 
at Camp Mohawk. Enjoy 
your spring break by getting out 
into nature and exploring our 
wonderful trail systems at Camp 
Mohawk County Park in Alvin. 
The park interpreter will lead the 
hike, pointing out the natural and 
cultural high points along the 
trail as we travel past the loblolly 
pines and Chocolate Bayou. For 
information and registration, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email him at mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Major renovations at San Luis Pass County Park have closed off camping 
and access to the boat ramp, but the park expects to reopen towards the end 
of February and with plenty of exciting updates on the horizon.

All the pad sites will be scraped and new grass planted; the bridge will be 
re-decked; and Cabin 3 will be demolished and hauled off. 

Management is optimistic that the front office re-model will be completed 
by mid-March, featuring a new store where staff will sell fishing and camping 
supplies, as well as ice, snack items, and souvenirs to bring home in remem-
brance of your stay. 

The patience of the community and of park guests is appreciated during 
this time as staff expect the renovations to be worth the short wait.

Renovations at San Luis Pass Park

Boat ramp dredging begins at San Luis Pass.

Sunrise over the park during February’s renovations.
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DID YOU KNOW?

COLOR

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Ridicule is a form of persecution
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I have been ridiculed for my 
Christian faith at the place I work. 
But something amazing happened 
recently when the CEO’s daugh-
ter was diagnosed with cancer. I 
asked if I could pray for her and 
the family. My boss started to cry. 
Since that time, many people have 
come to me for prayer. I want to 
be sure they know that it is God’s 
intervention that makes the differ-
ence, not mine. -- F.G.

A: Ridicule is a form of persecu-
tion. Whether it is physical, social, 
or mental, it is a terrible kind of 
pain. 

But God instructs that we pray 
for our enemies, and those who 
ridicule us should be the objects 
of our prayers. God blesses this, 
though we may never see how He 
uses it in the lives of others.

God Himself is the power that 
makes prayer effective. When 
prayers are answered, and we glo-
rify God, this is a strong testimony 
for the power of prayer in the name 
of Almighty God. 

The unbelieving world watches 
how we live our lives. They may 
laugh and make fun of our commit-
ment to Christ, but it pleases the 
heart of God to see His followers 
living in obedience to Him no 

matter the consequences. He 
desires to use our obedience to 
reach others with the saving knowl-
edge of His Gospel message that 
Jesus came to seek and to save 
the lost. He desires that all people 
be saved to the glory of God the 
Father.

We are stewards of Christ’s 
message, and His word goes out 
through prayer and how we live our 
lives. As we proclaim God’s truth, 
He empowers the message. We 
must never let the ridicule of others 
snuff out the light of God’s truth, for 
His Word never returns void (Isaiah 
55:11).

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

I’ve heard many comments about 
my personality, but my all-time 
favorite is: “She lights up a room.” 
That one certainly counterbal-
ances the ones who have said 
they wanted me to ‘leave’ a room. 
However, there are downsides to 
room lighting, such as when your 
own batteries are dead, and you 
can’t seem to find replacements in 
the drawer.

This week has been particularly 
rough, and the 
puzzling thing 
is, there is no 
obvious reason 
why. My dog didn’t die, (mainly 
because I don’t have one), and 
my current weight has me almost 
back into my wedding dress. The 
sad thing is, even if I could zip the 
dress, I wouldn’t be seen wearing 
it in public. Let me just say right 
here, fashion lied to us in the 1980s. 
If you’re a young person, which is 
anyone under 50, hold tightly to 
today’s photos, because one day 
you too will be saying, “What was I 
thinking!”

My light began to dim last week, 
and I didn’t realize it. Life is like that. 
You’re busy doing life, and then you 
realize it’s doing you. I really need 
a vacation, but there’s a slight prob-
lem with approaching my husband 
with this brilliant idea.

A Hawaiian vacation is one of my 
dreams, and I long to see it while I 
am still vertical. My daughter prom-
ises to take me with her one day, 
even if it’s in a Ziploc bag, and right 
now that looks like my best option! 
So, today, I’m going to Hawaii in 
my mind and acting as if jetting off 
to Hawaii is an everyday part of 
my life. Dream-cations allow you to 
do that. I exhale and allow myself 
to sink deeply into the spacious 
first-class seat. When I’m traveling 
on dream-cations, I always travel 
first-class.

The engines rev up, and the 
plane begins slowly moving down 
the tarmac. My heart soars as we 
take off, and I wonder if that’s what 
it will feel like when Jesus calls us 
to meet Him in the air. Maybe so. 
The Captain says, “We have left 
the North American continent.” And 
I anxiously await the white sands, 
blue water, and the Hula Girls 

saying, “Aloha. Welcome to Hawaii.” 
It is a small thing, but my batteries 
are dead and maybe being wel-
comed with open arms would be the 
recharge they need.

There are scientific studies that 
far exceed my IQ on the “Why and 
How” of being welcomed and valued 
alters a person’s reality, and I will 
leave that to them. I can tell you 
from practical experience that it 
does. I have watched the faces of 
people in business settings, social 
gatherings, and church services 

when they are 
noticed and 
warmly welcomed, 
and the transfor-

mation is amazing. What’s truly 
amazing is a person’s financial net 
worth has little bearing on this basic 
need. Most often it is hidden behind 
a well-concealed mask, but it’s 
there, nonetheless.

When I was a novice pastor, I 
don’t remember actually hearing the 
words that pastors should hide their 
emotional struggles, but somehow, I 
got the message loud and clear.

 Since I’m a follow-the-rules kind 
of person, I tried. This is a consis-
tent trait for most list makers. That, 
along with, all folded towels and 
washcloths must be placed on the 
shelf facing the same direction. Now 
would probably be a good time to 
remember to pray for my husband!

 It didn’t work for me. Instinctively, 
I knew pretending and living behind 
an image would not connect me 
to people because it’s impossible 
to connect to an image; that’s why 
it’s called an image. That is, unless 
you’re a superhero. But being a 
good superhero requires a cape…
and batteries, both of which we 
know I am presently lacking.

Although today I may have come 
close to superhero status. The 
water flow at the kitchen faucet had 
randomly begun to slow to a trickle. 
While at City Hall for a meeting, 
I brought up the diminishing flow 
to the assistant city manager. He 
seemed duly concerned and said 
he would send someone with a flow 
meter to check for a problem.

While cooking dinner, the flow 
worsened. In frustration, I flung 
open the cabinet doors, and intently 
looked under the sink. Not unlike 
when your car stops running, and 
you lift the hood. You don’t have any 

idea what you’re looking for, but it 
certainly photographs well! 

As I stood there looking under 
the sink, I noticed two galvanized 
knobs. I turned them, and BAM, a 
full stream of water began flowing! 
I dramatically closed the cabinet 
doors. I know in the background, 
superhero music is playing.

We don’t need a superhero cape 
to make a difference in someone’s 
life. Baking cookies for someone - 
now that’s real superhero stuff! We 
are a blended family, and I have two 
names: Mimi and Nonnie. I was not 
consulted. Go figure.

Mi-Non’s Chocolate Chip 
Cookies

Preheat the oven to 350°.
2  Sticks Butter, softened
½  Cup Sugar
1 ½  Cups Brown Sugar
2  Eggs, room temperature
2 ½  Teaspoons Vanilla
Combine the butter and sugars 

in large mixing bowl. Beat with an 
electric mixer for 5 minutes. Add the 
eggs and beat three more minutes. 
Mix in the vanilla.

Mix in another bowl:
2 ½ Cups All-purpose Flour
¾ Teaspoon Salt
1 Teaspoon Baking Powder
1 Teaspoon Baking Soda
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Mental vacationing in Hawaii, but first the sink needs fixing

• People who score higher on IQ tests are more likely to trust others than 
those on the lower end. One explanation is that more intelligent people are 
better at judging character and form relationships with people who are less 
likely to betray them

• Elvis Presley wore a cross, a star of David, and the Hebrew letter chai, 
saying “I don’t want to miss out on heaven due to a technicality.”

• Earthworms are ranked as the number one most influential species in 
the history of the planet - above dinosaurs, humans, and bacteria.

• In 2008, NASA beamed the song “Across the Universe” by The Beatles 
into deep space. If aliens ever hear, it’ll be the first human song they listen 
to.

• The first political sex scandal in the U.S. took place in 1797 when Alex-
ander Hamilton cheated on his wife with a woman who was also married. 
Hamilton then tried to buy her husband’s silence with hush money.

CHASING THE CREATOR

Carrot cake is a cake made 
of carrots mixed with batter. It is 
healthier than many other cakes, 
and besides featuring carrots, it 
often includes raisins and walnuts. 
Many believe it is based off and 
came from carrot pudding of the 
Middle Ages.

Graphic: Staff, TNS

Carrot cake anyone?
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. Meals 
served at 11:30 a.m. at the center. 
Meals on wheels available - call 
before 9:30 a.m Take-out meals 
- call by 10:30 a.m. to be picked 
up at 11 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call before 8 
a.m.

Wednesday, Feb. 17: Chicken 
& dumplings, corn, broccoli, fried 
okra, slaw, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, Feb. 18: Sausage 
& onion, corn casserole, cheese 

cauliflower, turnip greens, tossed 
salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Feb. 19: Hamburgers, 
pinto beans, corn on the cob, 
potato salad, bun, dessert.

Monday, Feb. 22: Chili with 
beans, rice, turnip greens, beets, 
pears & cottage cheese, crackers, 
dessert.

Tuesday, Feb. 23: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, vegetable medley, 
peas, eaches & cottage cheese, 
sliced bread, dessert.

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

Prices Good Thru 02-22-2021

Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)
To mitigate the risk of COVID-

19 exposure, a number of 
colleges across the U.S. have 
amended their academic calen-
dars to eliminate spring break, 
thereby reducing student travel 

and minimizing the potential for 
travel-related COVID-19 expo-
sure.

Nevertheless, after nearly a 
year of being cooped up, many 
people are growing frustrated and 
looking to travel.

With spring break approach-
ing, Dr. Abinash Virk, a Mayo 
Clinic infectious diseases expert, 
weighs in on whether people 
should consider traveling. Dr. Virk 
says you could still be exposed to 
COVID-19 while traveling, even 
though COVID-19 vaccinations 
are under way.

“The problem is that we are not 
at a point where we have 80% of 
the population protected through 
the vaccine or natural infection. A 
large number of people are in fact 
not protected, or could have what 
we call asymptomatic COVID-19 
infection and be transmitting it to 
others around them. So, as we 
start traveling, there’s going to 
be an increased risk of exposure 
at airports, restaurants or hotels 
― either you picking up COVID-
19 or you giving it to somebody 
if people are not careful about 
masking and social distancing,” 
says Dr. Virk.

“The risk of travel is that 
travel-related COVID-19 could 
increase the transmission rates to 
our patients and our population. 
So we recommend not traveling, 
if you can avoid it,” says Dr. Virk.

Another reason to be cautious 
about traveling for spring break 
has to do with the emergence of 
new variants of the virus.

Spring  Break dilemma: Should I stay, or should I go?



Page 14  THE BULLETIN   February 16, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COPING WITH COVID-19

February 16
1862 - During the U.S. Civil War, 

about 14,000 Confederate soldiers 
surrendered to Gen. Ulysses S. 
Grant at Fort Donelson, TN.

1914 - The first airplane flight 
between Los Angeles and San 
Francisco took place.

1923 - Howard Carter unsealed 
the burial chamber of Egyptian Pha-
raoh Tutankhamen. The next day he 
entered the chamber with several 
invited guests. He had originally 
found the tomb on November 4, 
1922.

February 17
1878 - In San Francisco, CA, the 

first large city telephone exchange 
opened. It had only 18 phones.

1924 - Swimmer Johnny Weiss-
muller set a world record in the 100-
yard freestyle. He did it with a time 
of 57-2/5 seconds in Miami, FL.

1933 - Blondie Boopadoop 
married Dagwood Bumstead three 
years after Chic Young’s popular 
strip first debuted.

February 18
1564 - The artist Michelanglelo 

died in Rome.
1861 - In Montgomery, AL, 

Jefferson Davis was inaugurated 
as the President of the Confederate 
States.

1885 - Mark Twain’s “Adventures 
of Huckleberry Finn” was published 
in the U.S. for the first time.

February 19
1846 - The formal transfer of 

government between Texas and the 
United States took place. Texas had 
officially become a state on Decem-
ber 29, 1845.

1878 - Thomas Alva Edison pat-
ented a music player (the phono-
graph).

1963 - The Soviet Union informed 
U.S. President Kennedy it would 
withdraw “several thousand” of its 
troops in Cuba.

February 20
1872 - Silas Noble and J.P. 

Cooley patented the toothpick man-
ufacturing machine.

1880 - The American Bell Com-
pany was incorporated.

2001 - FBI Agent Robert Phillip 
Hanssen was arrested and charged 

with spying for the Russians for 15 
years.

February 21
1804 - The first self-propelled 

locomotive on rails was demon-
strated in Wales.

1878 - The first telephone 
directories issued in the U.S. were 
distributed to residents in New 
Haven, CT. It was a single page of 
only 50 names.

1965 - Malcolm X was assassi-
nated in New York City at the age of 
39 by assassins identified as Black 
Muslims.

February 22
1819 - Spain ceded Florida to the 

United States.
1885 - The Washington Mon-

ument was officially dedicated in 
Washington, D.C. It opened to the 
public in 1889.

1997 - Scottish scientist Ian 
Wilmut and colleagues announced 
that an adult sheep had been suc-
cessfully cloned. Dolly was actually 
born on July 5, 1996. Dolly was the 
first mammal to have been success-
fully cloned from an adult cell.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): When 
you are in formal settings, you can 
play the part of the skilled pro-
fessional and have an open-door 
policy to welcome new ideas. In the 
upcoming week, you can offer sym-
pathy and empathy when needed.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
When your confidence is high, 
you can put your faith in reliable 
business practices. When your 
confidence is low, you can put 
your trust in tried-and-true friends. 
In the week ahead, maintain high 
standards.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In the 
coming week, you may be able to 
spend more time enjoying hobbies 
or engaging in social interactions 
that lighten your heart but don’t 
necessarily bring you recognition or 
monetary rewards. Accept life as it 
is and be happy.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Even a prize-winning pinball wizard 
may struggle to win when matched 
against someone who tilts the 
table. You may be surprised when 
it becomes obvious that someone 
is playing by different rules in the 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
People may value you for what 
you do, but they may remember 
you for your loyalty and leadership. 
You are not only important and 
highly regarded, but you could also 
be directing projects in the week 
ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Be 
your own best friend in the week 
to come. Pursue your hobbies and 
passions by setting aside some 
time to spend doing what you like 
to do. You might even find other 
people who share your interests.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):  
Some of your fantasies may lead 
you to think outside the box. Your 
imaginative ideas might come in 
handy as the week unfolds. Never 
discount the power of positive think-
ing to propel you forward.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You could be torn two ways when 
you consider purchases. You may 
yearn for something that lives up 
to your ideals, but this week, logic 
dictates that anything that meets 
your immediate needs might be 
sufficient.

week ahead.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Map out ways to make your 
money multiply. You can use sound 
theories as the week passes by to 
position your business in the black 
or keep your budget balanced. 
Focus on your future prospects.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Managing your time wisely 
could leave you with plenty of 
time for both work and play in the 
upcoming week. Lists and a logical 
sequence of steps are in order no 
matter what job or activity must be 
planned.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might prefer to plan ahead 
as the week begins. Anything that 
saves time or improves overall 
efficiency could appeal to you. As 
the week unrolls, you may become 
more aware of lasting values.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may be proud of an inclination 
to pursue peace at any price. You 
might be more romantic than usual 
in the upcoming week, but to get 
attention someone might play on 
your sympathies rather than your 

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Unresponsive state
5 Loosen up, to a pitcher
10 Light bulb unit
14 Welcoming
15 African howler
16 “Sin City” actress Jessica
17 *New Jersey city on Raritan Bay
19 Thick slice
20 Semicircle, say
21 Green Gables girl

22 Kick back
23 Comic Smirnoff
25 *Leader of the pack
28 Wiener schnitzel meat
30 Red Sea country
31 Trembling trees
34 Terrier’s sound
35 Disney frame
38 *It prohibits unreasonable 

searches and seizures
42 Boy king

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
PERU  CHILE  BOLIVIA  RWANDA  ZAMBIA  ZIMBABWE

43 Mr. Rogers
44 Cleared from the board
45 Family car
48 Elvis’ middle name
49 *Light-bulb-over-the-head 

instance
52 Sherpa’s land
56 Large pears
57 Actress Skye
59 The “E” in BCE
60 Boo-boo
61 Spam relatives ... and a hint to 

the answers to starred clues
64 Tease mercilessly
65 Curved moldings
66 Frozen drink brand
67 Souvenir shop apparel
68 Lyrics
69 Rx items

Down
1 Insured’s contribution
2 Wagner work
3 Pharmaceutical giant
4 Industrious crawler
5 Word in a comparison
6 Pew book
7 Buck the system
8 Beatle bride
9 “No __!”: “Uh-uh!”
10 Message on a dusty car
11 NATO and others
12 Pre-Little League game
13 Card-playing surface
18 Lack, briefly
22 Cell pic taker
24 Walkie-talkie word
26 Combustible pile
27 Playboy founder Hugh
29 Hindu retreat
31 Away from the bow
32 Trifling amount
33 Saves for later
34 __ Ray, one of folk rock’s Indigo 

Girls
36 Chicago-to-Lansing dir.
37 Inc., in England
39 Top of the line
40 Went on and on
41 Pride of lions?
46 Show hosts
47 One side of a two-column list of 

rules
48 Made up (for)
49 Scrub the launch
50 Mandel of “America’s Got Talent”
51 San Fran gridder
53 Tranquility
54 Packing heat
55 Does high-tech eye surgery on
58 Legendary loch
61 Milk source
62 Previously
63 Pronoun that’s a homonym of a 

religious song
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Performance Season
SPRING 2021 

World Class Venue • Small Town Hospitality

Diamond Rio
March 26, 2021 @7:30 PM

Sponsored by BASF Corporation

For Ticket Information: Box Office: 979-230-3156 
or clarion.brazosport.edu

 Social distancing and face masks will be required

Clarion events 
are supported 

in part by a 
grant from 

the Texas 
Commission on 

the Arts

Roots & Boots 

Aaron Tippin, Sammy Kershaw, and Pam Tillis

May 14, 2021 @7:30 PM

Sponsored by  

STP Nuclear Operating Company


