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Living with snow Coincidences reveal what happend to Miss Mai

Jerry Zezima

Tribune News Service (TNS)

When it comes to shoveling snow,
I am a wuss, which stands for “wait
until spring starts.”
Unfortunately, I have never been
able to convince my wife, Sue, of
this brilliant philosophy in the twoplus decades we have lived in our
house.
Sue knows I have been perpetrating snow jobs my whole life. In
fact, I was born during a blizzard.
So whenever we’ve had a winter
storm, or a nor’easter, or a “snow
event,” as meteorologists like to say,
I have bundled up like I was going
on an Arctic expedition and dug

(Continued on Page 19)

Our Barney cat
was flush with
knowledge

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

During this pandemic, Roy and I
have compared notes on memorable
pets we have had. Last week he told
you about his most memorable cat,
Whiskey Cat. My story is about my
most memorable cat from college
days. You never know what you will

Memories are made of this
learn from having a pet – or what
they will learn from you.
I am normally a dog person and
always have been. That just shows
you how unusual my relationship
was with Barabbas (later changed to
Barney).
Years ago, when I was in college,
my roommate, Barbara, and I shared
an off-campus apartment. It was
the lower half of an ancient garage
apartment – yeah, we were living
(Continued on Page 7)

facebook.com/
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By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The Heart of
the Angleton
Chamber of
Commerce

I didn’t really know Nguyên Thi
Mai that well, but during the past
50 years I have often wondered
whether she survived the Vietnam War.
Miss Mai, as she was called,
was a clerk and receptionist for
our public information office at
Army headquarters in Long Binh
during the Vietnam War.
But she was more than that
to those in our office. She

SPECIAL SECTION INSIDE
PAGES 9-15

The high cost
of healthcare

The View from My Seat
was a bright spot in the drab,
olive-green world of an Army
headquarters. Although only
in her 20s, she acted as every
one’s mother, making homesick
soldiers feel at home in a strange
and war-torn land.
She would invite soldiers to
dinner with her family or cook traditional Vietnamese meals in the
office for soldiers on holidays. If
you needed help understanding
Vietnamese traditions, Miss Mai
relished explaining everything.
When my tour of duty as a
combat correspondent ended in
1972, I left Vietnam and Miss Mai
behind.
I barely gave her another
thought until three years later
when Saigon fell to the North

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Ernie Williamson and Miss Mai at Army Headquarters in Long Bing,
Vietnam circa 1971. (Photo courtesy of David Berry.)
chaos, some were forgotten. The
Vietnamese.
State Department, for instance,
Because she worked for the
reported that only 22,294
U.S. Army, Miss Mai was a marked
employees out of 90,000 past
woman. What happened to her?
and present employees were
Did the U.S. make good on its
evacuated.
promise to evacuate those South
Was she forced to flee by
Vietnamese who had worked for the
boat? It is estimated that 800,000
U.S. military? Many South Viet(Continued on Page 19)
namese were evacuated but, in the

Winter weather takes toll on us southeners, especially when it’s cold
By Jase Graves

Special to The Bulletin

While efforts to slow climate
change may seem admirable to
some, radical temperature changes
are (and have always been) an
inevitable and disconcerting way
of life for those of us living in the
weather-fluid South, especially
in East Texas, where the dead of
winter often chooses to identify as
late spring or early summer.
It’s like the atmosphere is

suffering from a continual state of
low T - including hot flashes, night
sweats, and general irritability - as it
coaxes us into donning our favorite
and rarely used woolen sweater on
a frigid February morning, only to
incite our sweat glands to insurrection against our underwear in the
afternoon. Just the other night, a
meteorologist on the local television news referred to our extended
forecast as a “roller coaster.”
(I’m thinking about calling for his

impeachment.)
Take our recent snow day,
for instance, when East Texans
stormed the local Walmart for
staples like bread, milk, and Wolf
Brand Chili. Even before the snow
had accumulated, my wife and I
started rounding up the proper winter-frolicking attire, which included
enough layers for an extended
arctic research expedition. Sure,
we looked like freshly-baked pigs in

(Continued on Page 5)

A friend of mine who is retired and
living in Mexico recently posted that
he had to undergo a medical procedure, basically day surgery, and he
went to a private clinic rather than
the free public ones.
He commented that he received
top-notch care.

Ramblings
“That set you back a small fortune,
I’d bet,” I messaged him.
His total cost: the equivalent of
$33.
He has posted before about the
healthcare system there - never
anything negative. He has used the
public and private system, which
coexist in the country.
I wrote recently that I had to go to
urgent care on a Sunday because I
had some symptoms that resembled
those of COVID-19. I tested negative
for COVID, but the nurse practitioner
gave me a thorough exam.
A couple of weeks later the clinic
sent me an invoice because they
charged me the wrong co-pay
amount. The pending total was $22.
But in the notice, they also itemized
the charges incurred by my short
(Continued on Page 6)
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Winter storms given names, too: Meet Uri
The storm that caused so many problems in Texas and left millions without
power is called Winter Storm Uri. How did it gets its name?
The winter storm names’ list is developed by The Weather Channel and
is compiled annually by a team from both The Weather Channel TV and
weather.com. It is the 21st storm of the 2020-21 season and the one that will
probably be most remembered. To qualify for a name, the storm must affect
at least 2 million people and cover 248,548 square miles.

Looking back at the
Texas Deep Freeze
If you escaped the Texas Deep
Freeze of 2021 without any damage,
congratulations. You were very lucky
or smart enough to turn off your
water and drain the pipes before the
freeze started.
Those of us who were not lucky,
or that smart, set the stage for pipes
snaking through our attics to burst
and bring down the ceiling sheet
rock, along with whatever was
attached to it.
Approximately four million
customers in Texas were without
electricity for various times during
the multi-day February storm.
At first, rotating outages lasting from 10 to 40 minutes were
imposed on millions of customers.
Ultimately, these outages lasted
many hours for some and over 48
hours for others, while millions of
others - without explanation - were
completely spared from any hardship.
How it was decided to which
group of neighborhoods to shut off
power is a mystery. Keeping grids
alive that served hospitals and
police stations was understandable,
but the rest of the decisions seemed
somewhat convoluted.
This is interesting. Which generating methods worked the best
under harsh conditions?
About 87% of total power shortages was caused by natural gas
and coal generator outages, while
only 13% of the shortages was
caused by wind turbine outages.
Chalk one up for green energy.

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Math handicap
Q. How do speakers of English
and other European languages
count differently from speakers of
Chinese, Japanese, Korean? Aren’t
the number systems the same?
A. The base-10 system is the
same but look at how differently
the words mirror each system: In
English, says Peter Gray in “Psychology: 4th Edition,” we count “one,
two... nine, ten, eleven, twelve,
thirteen... twenty, twenty-one...”;
whereas speakers of Asian languages count (if their words were
translated literally into English) “one,
two... nine, ten, ten one, ten two, ten
three... two-tens, two-tens one...”
The words eleven and
twelve, Gray points out, give the
English-speaking child no clue
to how they fit into the base10 system, but ten one and ten
two make this immediately clear
to the Asian child. “Even many
English-speaking adults do not
know that teen means ten, and
children do not automatically think
of twenty as two tens.”
Is this why, as one study showed,
6-year-olds in the U.S., France
and Sweden are slower at basic
arithmetic tasks than their Asian
counterparts? A study of U.S. kids

showed they learn to count to 10 as
early as Chinese kids, but after 10
it’s no contest: “By age 4, most of
the Chinese children studied could
count to 40 or beyond, whereas
most of the American children could
not get past the low teens.”
Basic teaching differences in the
various cultures may account for
part of this, but as for arithmetic
facility, wouldn’t you (as a child)
rather try to cope with “three-tensfour minus ten-two” than “thirty-four
minus twelve”?
It sucks everything up
Q. It weighs in at 2,600,000 times
the mass of our Sun, and it has
come to a neighborhood near you.
It’s a veritable astronomical vacuum
sweeper, able to suck in anything
that comes near, disintegrating it
while spitting out X-rays, gamma
rays, etc. So bizarre is its interior,
with gravity so immense, nothing
can escape its grasp, not even
light. Thus, whatever goes in never
comes back out.
What is this colossal something?
A. It’s “The Black Hole at the
Center of Our Galaxy,” says
University of Arizona physicist and
astronomer Fulvio Melia in his
book of that title. Dark matter has
long been known to lurk there, but
growing evidence points to the
conclusion of a black hole no more
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than a light-day away from the Milky
Way’s center. NASA’s Chandra
X-ray observatory satellite has
detected an explosion in the region
of the suspected black hole, from
an object no bigger than Earth’s
orbit about the sun. Following
these leads, many scientists are
convinced that we will see the most
direct and impactful test of Einstein’s theory of general relativity,
which predicted the existence
of black holes early in the 20th
century.”
Are pets ticklish?
Q. Could you tickle one of your
pets?
A. Probably yes, if you’ve got
a dog or cat, though, it’s tough to
identify the associated behavior
because they lack “play vocalizations” as recognizable as ha-ha,
says behavioral neuroscientist
Robert Provine in “Laughter: A
Scientific Investigation.” Got a pet
squirrel? “Outside my office window
two young squirrels are at play - it’s
easy to imagine reciprocal tickling
binds them during their lively wrestling and racing through the tree
branches,” akin to human “tickle
battles” that sometimes wind up in
sex. Young dogs, cats and rats have
similar escapades. Psychologist
Jaak Panksepp has finger-tickled
laboratory rats, prompting playful
nips and ultrasonic chirps.
More in the family, chimpanzee
researcher Roger Fouts, a teacher
of sign language to Washoe, said
tickling is so popular with chimps
they engage in tickle-fests, and
signers will even converse about
it. “But chimps are remarkably
strong and can easily injure their
human playmates. Whether tickling
chimpanzees, a 500-pound gorilla,
or another human, it’s important
to have a consenting and friendly
subject.”

DID YOU KNOW?
• New Zealand was the world’s
first self-governing country in which
all women had the right to vote.
• Pokémon is the highest-grossing media franchise of all time.
• About 8 percent of human DNA
comes from viruses.
• Astronauts can see solar
winds, but only when their eyes are
closed.
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.
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SHE JUST RUNS ALL
OVER HIM: A drunk, angry and
belligerent ex-girlfriend, believing
that her former boyfriend was
entertaining a new woman, showed
up at his apartment in Brownsville,
Pa., in the middle of the night. The
man came out, walked her back
to her car and encouraged her to
head home. But she hit the gas,
pushing him into a parked vehicle,
and threatened to hit him again.
He grabbed her keys, and she ran
away but was arrested later.
‘TRIPLE PLAY’ VIOLATION:
Police arrested a man in Paris,
Ontario, because he attached
fake license plates, made out of
diaper boxes, to his unregistered
car, which he was driving while his
license was suspended. The officer
said, “The driver realized his error,
and that it was time to ‘change’
things up.”
HOW TO GET FIRED AND
ARRESTED IN ONE DAY: On
his first day of work as a clerk at
a motel in Swatara Township, Pa.,

a man went into a restroom and
injected himself with bath salts and
fentanyl. Then he grabbed a female
co-worker from behind, kissed her
neck, took off his shirt and repeatedly tried to get her to kiss him. He
continued to disrobe as she ran
away.
YAWN...DID THEY
ALREADY HAVE ‘LAST
CALL’?: Coast Guard crew recovered a floating tiki hut bar near
Hawk’s Channel that had been
stolen in the Florida Keys. The man
aboard was found slumped over
the wheel of the charter tiki hut at 8
o’clock in the morning. He showed
signs of intoxication.
BODY SHOP BOUDOIR: The
Champlain, Minn., Police Department, responding to a report of a
couple meeting for trysts outside a
local auto shop, issued a “friendly
reminder” to all outdoor relationship
enthusiasts “to please avoid any
romantic entanglement in busy
parking lots during normal business hours.” The statement added

DID YOU KNOW?
• Finland is one of the strictest countries in the world when it comes to
driving requirements. Drivers are required to learn basic car maintenance
and must take two tests; one in summer conditions and another in winter
conditions.
• New Zealand is part of an eighth continent known as Zealandia. About
94% of the continent is submerged underwater.
• Pirates wore eye patches to have one eye adjusted for the top deck and
the other already adjusted for the darkness when going below deck.
• The most expensive beer in the U.S. is Samuel Adams’ Utopia. It costs
$150 per 700ML, is released every 2 years and is banned in 13 states.
• Killing a panda in China is punishable by death.
• Sleeping Beauty Syndrome is a rare sickness that causes people to
sleep for up to 10 days at a time.

that “you will draw suspicion ....
You know, because it’s noon. And
you’re in an autobody parking lot.”
HEH, HEH, THE COPS
WILL NEVER CATCH US: A
man, who was committing a burglary with an accomplice in Stokeon-Trent, England, sat down on
his phone and inadvertently dialed
999, the police emergency number
in the UK, allowing officers to listen
in on the crime in progress. They
dispatched other policemen to the
scene and were still listening as
their colleagues arrested the two
criminals.
BORED? MAYBE VOLUNTEER WITH THE FIRE

DEPT?: A man set fire to an
abandoned hotel in Johnsonburg.
Pa., told officers he had been
drinking that day and that he set
the fire because he was “curious
and bored.” He is facing numerous
felonies including arson, reckless
burning and risking catastrophe.
I THINK THIS COULD BE
A RECORD: A man bought a
$25,000 Renault Megane at a dealership in Northampton, England,
drove it off the lot and almost
crashed into a police car. The
officer found that the man had no
auto insurance and impounded the
vehicle less than five minutes after
he purchased it.

* Gordita
* Barbacoa
* Breakfast Taco
* Homemade Tortilla
Mon - Friday 4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday 5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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Winter wonderland doen’t last long in the south, but it creates fashion problems while it’s here
(Continued from Page 1)

blankets modeling for Lands’ End,
but at least we would stay warm and
appetizing. My three teenage daughters, on the other hand, dressed with
Instagram selfies in mind, trying to
ignore the fact that their toes were
turning into freezer-burnt tater tots.
Our winter-ish wonderland lasted
for approximately 12 hours, and

a few days later, we were back
to sporting our beachwear and
blinding one another with the glare
from our arms and legs.
One of my primary concerns
is how these wild weather fluctuations are affecting our children.
For instance, during winter months
my youngest daughter dresses
in a perpetual state of fashion

The Palms of Lake Jackson
2 BR’s Starting at $725

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

emergency, usually consisting of a
thick jersey hoodie, a pair of Nike
running shorts, and flip flops. (As a
caring father with a keen sense of
style, I’ve tried to convince her that
sandals are only appropriate this
time of year when combined with a
pair of black dress socks.)
My eldest daughter has given
up trying to adjust the temperature
in her bedroom according to the
weather. Instead, she constantly
runs her ceiling fan on turbo, keeping the climate at a crisp permafrost and sleeping under enough
blankets to finish melting the polar
ice cap.

And speaking of melting, my
middle daughter just incessantly
complains about how hot she is.
I usually respond by asking her
whether I need to turn on the A/C,
or if she’s repeating something her
current boyfriend told her. (Cue the
almighty teenage eye-roll.)
Although I care deeply about
the earth and God’s creatures that
share it with us (especially the ones
I can eat), I’m not sure any action
taken by politicians will have much
effect on the stubbornly unpredictable East Texas weather. After living
here for half a century, I’ve found
that it’s just best to adapt by main-

taining a schizophrenic wardrobe, a
healthy supply of deodorant, and a
trusty stash of Wolf Brand Chili.
(Copyright 2021. Graves is an
award-winning humor columnist
from East Texas. Contact Graves at
susanjase@sbcglobal.)

Please tell our
advertisers that
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in The Bulletin
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Stay healthy, America, because getting sick costs a lot
(Continued from Page 1)

visit - more than $600.
A family member a year or so
ago had to have surgery that kept
him in the hospital overnight. He
didn’t choose to get sick, obviously. Luckily, he had insurance
through the Affordable Care Act.
The hospital bill was more than

$70,000.
I recently became a proud
grandfather again when our
daughter gave birth to our grandson. She and her husband had to
pay thousands of dollars in addition to what company insurance
covered.
A nurse who recovered from

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)
+
a Bucket
of Beer

(Your choice of beer)

3500

$

#1
101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

#2
116 E. Plantation
Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

COVID after an extensive hospital
stay received a bill for her treatment that exceeded $100,000.
She got COVID by caring for those
who already had it.
When I bought a pretty lousy
individual health insurance plan
many years ago, the representative who sold it to me reminisced
about all the nice places he had
been on his company’s dime. I felt
like I had just been hoodwinked.
A friend a while back mentioned
that her healthcare insurance has
a $10,000 deductible. That means
that each year she pays $10,000
out of pocket before the insurance
policy pays a dime. That’s like not
having insurance.
I talked to a friend in the publishing business and mentioned
that he is very talented and should
strike out on his own. I would definitely sign on with him, and others
would also.
But that paycheck every two
weeks and health insurance
through his employer was too
much to walk away from. How
many potential entrepreneurs
have made the same decision?
There is something wrong with
all this. There has to be another
way.
I qualified for Medicare in
December.
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Ugly kitten grows up to be better than litter-box trained
(Continued from Page 1)

in the made-over garage. It had a
large bedroom, a bathroom with an
old doorknob, a living/study/dining
room, and a tempera water-soluble,
yellow-painted kitchen. Whoever
lived there before us painted everything, and I do mean everything
(cabinets, refrigerator, stove, ceiling
and floor) with this yellow paint. The
more we tried to clean it, the more it
bled yellow.
The living room walls had gaps
that would let the winter’s wind in,
so we wall-papered it with flat bed
sheets.
It had its drawbacks, but it met
our two basic needs: It was cheap,
and it was within walking distance
of the campus. The landlady only
wanted two things from Barbara and
me – pay our rent in full on time and
absolutely NO pets. That worked
for us.
One day as I walked to class, I
noticed a lady giving away a litter
of kittens to anyone who passed by
that would take one. I declined and
went on to class. Walking back from
class, I noticed the lady still trying to

find homes for her kittens, and they
were all gone, except one - the one
in her hand. It was without a doubt
the ugliest kitten I had ever seen.
From its head to its shoulders,
it was short haired and gray, and
then from its shoulders to its tail,
it was long haired and jet black.
She offered it to me again, and I
was declining it when a dog came
running up snapping and wanting to
get at the kitten.
“Oh, well,” she said.” If no one
wants it, I guess Fido just got a new
toy.”
I grabbed the kitten from her
hand. “I’ll take him,” I said, wondering how in the world I would explain
him to Barbara and the landlady.
Walking the rest of the way home,
I told that cat – I’m naming you
Barabbas because I KNOW you are
going to get us in trouble.
When I walked in with the ball of
fur and told Barbara its sad tale, she
was thrilled I took him. She was a
cat person and knew just what to
do for this little fellow. He was so
young that we had to teach him how
to drink milk out of a saucer. He

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

learned quickly and soon became a
milkaholic. We figured if we let him
outside to do his business and not
have a litter box in the house, we
would not get found out.
But Barbara said he had to
have a more friendly name – so he
became Barney. (This was before
the big purple dinosaur).
To my surprise, I liked having the
little guy around. He really wasn’t
any trouble. He did quite well, going
outside to do his business, and we
had him fixed so he would not be a
bother.
Most of the time, when we were
home, he was with either Barbara or
me. But he had one disconcerting
habit. Every time either one of us
went into the bathroom, he would
follow. Then he would sit on the floor
in front of us and intently watch.
He also watched us when we
took baths. He would jump up on
the edge of the tub and walk back
and forth until we got out.
Then one day, he decided to find
out what we were doing and jumped
in. That quelled his curiosity about
bathing.
As Barney grew, he ended up
looking like a full Persian cat with
solid black, long fur and weighing in
at about 20 pounds.
He followed us into the bathroom
even though we shut the door. He
learned to stand with his rear feet on
the ground, reach up and surround
the doorknob with his front paws,
hold on and flip his body weight
clockwise to turn the old doorknob, and he’d be in the bathroom.
Guests really did not appreciate his
interest in visiting them like this.
As time went on, we started
seeing Barney sitting on the rim of
the toilet staring at it, even when we
were not in the bathroom. Then we
saw him sitting on top of the toilet,

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages
New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

(713) 929-2517

meowing. I went in and couldn’t see
anything that should be bothering
him. I started to leave, then I looked
in the bowl. I noticed some small
feces and flushed it. Barney stopped
crying and jumped down.
The next few days, Barney and
I went through the same process.
Then I got it. He was using the
commode instead of a litter box and
knew it needed to be flushed, but he
couldn’t figure out how to do it.
I wasn’t sure that was happening
until a few weeks later when I hap-

pened to be passing by the open
bathroom door and saw Barney
flushing the commode. No more
meowing on the commode or to go
out and no mistakes in the house.
I think that ugly little kitten that no
one wanted thought he was human,
and he was smarter than the average cat. I never have met another
cat like him.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

DID YOU KNOW?

• A 15-year-old once hacked NASA and caused a 21 day shutdown of their
computers - He later hacked the Pentagon, as well.
• Edgar Mitchell, the sixth person to walk on the moon, claims that “aliens
have contacted humans several times.”
• The world’s longest recorded hangover lasted 4 weeks after a Scotsman
drank 60 pints of beer.
• The retina display found in Apple’s iPad is actually manufactured and
supplied by Samsung.
• The North and South Korean armies choose their physically toughest
looking soldiers to have “stare downs” across the Korean border.

Saturday, March 6, 2021
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Who is the fairest one of all? Look inside for answer
By Shirley Prihoda

ern-day Snow White.
To describe this woman by her
The world has never been short
obvious outward beauty would be
of naysayers; however, 2021 may
a disservice. How does one define
set an all-time high record.
inward goodness?
We will have to travel a little
The Oxford English dictionary,
farther down that road for confircontaining 171,146 words, is commation since the New Year’s Baby
pletely inadequate.
hasn’t even had a diaper change
Creating pictures with words
yet!
is my bread and butter, and the
One thing is certain, the nayinability to do that is a frustrating
sayer’s passion for rebuttals has
confession. Yet, here I am on
developed into an artform that
the whispered edges of forever,
would be the envy of any IA, well,
attempting to define a woman who
maybe IIA, high
walks in the kind
school debate
goodness that
CHASING THE CREATOR ofmost
team.
often causes
With the
me to search the
abundance and abandon of words
recesses of my own heart.
flying, where does that leave the
Goodness does that. Maybe
average Tom, Dick, or Harriet
that’s why we gravitate toward
who’s simply trying to make sense
people who make us feel comfortin a world that seems to have lost
able and unchallenged with the
theirs? I’m certain the naysayers
hidden things in our hearts.
are ready with arguments that
hat’s also why people, like
being average is not O.K. - it’s
the wicked queen, who
fairest one of all or nothing!
choose to walk on the dark
alt Disney faced his
side of life, want to discredit and
share of naysayers as
malign those who don’t agree with
he sought to bring the
them and chose a different path.
first full-length animated picture to
My Snow White is a lot like
the adult audience in 1937. Based
Thomas Kincaid’s paintings where
on the famous fairy tale by the
ordinary scenes seem to come
Brothers Grimm, “Snow White”
alive with light.
opened with the Wicked Queen
Like the “Painter of Light”, she
radiates an inward glow of love
asking her magic mirror the queswhile not being obvious to the state
tion, “Who is the fairest one of all?”
of people, but looking beyond what
It wasn’t her. This led to trouble for
is, to what you can be.
Snow White, who was.
What eluded the wicked queen
She offers encouragement to
was that Snow White wasn’t the
know it isn’t where you happen to
fairest one of all for her outward
be planted, but the fact that being
beauty, but her inward.
alive is an opportunity to awaken
This very goodness inside of her
untapped potential to bloom.
totally transformed a rag-tag group
ince she doesn’t seek to
we now lovingly call The Seven
promote herself, she sees
Dwarfs to look beyond their names
the truth beyond the confuto others and find a new potential.
sion where acting badly may have
Rarely does one get the privilege
sounded virtuous and authentic. In
of meeting a real-life person chargentle sweetness, she offers counacterized in a classic Walt Disney
sel that the path you’re on may not
movie. Yet, here I am an average
be the end of the world, but you
72-year-old grandmother stating
can certainly see it from there!
that I have.
No matter our station in life,
Like Snow White, she has the
average or fairest of all, we have
total package of outward and
been given the privilege of cominward beauty, and she changed
posing our life’s music and the linmy life. I’ve been blessed with
gering melody that’s remembered
many wonderful people in my life
after our final curtain call.
who have encouraged me, lifted
After my last curtain call, my
me out of ditches and pointed me
desire would be that my outward
toward genuine happiness, but
appearance will not be the main
none can compare to this modtopic of discussion, especially if
The Bulletin
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blessings of cornbread dressing
are on the buffet table!

Heavenly APPLE BREAD
1/2 Cup Brown Sugar, packed
1 Tablespoon Cinnamon
2 Cups Apples, peeled, cored,
and diced small
2/3 Cup granulated sugar
1/2 Cup Butter, unsalted
and room temperature
2 Large Eggs, room temperature
2 Teaspoons Vanilla Extract
1/2 Cup Whole Milk, room temperature
1 1/2 Cups All-purpose Flour
2 Teaspoons Baking Powder
1/2 Teaspoon Kosher Salt
GLAZE
1 Cup Confectioner’s
Sugar, sifted
2-3 Tablespoons Milk, depending
on the desired consistency
INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 350°F.
In a medium bowl, combine
brown sugar and cinnamon. Mix
well. Add the chopped apples and
stir well to coat each apple piece.
Set aside.
In the bowl of a stand mixer,
combine the granulated sugar and
butter. Whip until light and fluffy.
Add the eggs, vanilla, and milk
and mix on medium speed until
incorporated.
In another bowl, combine the
flour, baking powder, and salt. Mix
well.
Combine the flour mixture
and mix until just incorporated.
Remove the bowl from the mixer
and stir in 1 ½ cups of the coated
apples. Mix by hand. Pour into a
9x5 loaf pan that has been coated
with cooking oil spray. Place
remaining apples on the top and
tap on counter to settle batter.
Bake for 60-80 minutes or until
toothpick inserted comes out clean.
When the bread is done, remove
from oven and place on a wire
cooling rack until you can safely
remove it from the pan.
Place warm bread on serving
platter and pour the glaze over
the top. You can save some of the
glaze for individual pieces if you
like.
(To contact Shirley, please send
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Jesus suffered more than any other
person in human history
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: If God hears from Heaven,
why does it seem that He ignores
the immense suffering that I have
experienced in my life? - I.S.
A: There are anguishing scenarios of human suffering. All one
has to do to hear the cries of the
hurting is to listen to the news for
just a few minutes - most of it will
not be good news.
A grandmother was watching
her small grandson when the
phone rang. She talked for a few
minutes while he climbed the
fence and drowned in the pool.
Three high school athletes were
hit and killed by a drunk driver. A
beautiful teenager was reported
missing. Her distraught parents
found her on the streets of San
Francisco, living as a prostitute.
A minister’s child was diagnosed
with incurable cancer. A person
was told that her job was terminated. These were just a day’s
headlines.
When these things beset us, it
is natural to center upon ourselves. Whether it is physical or
mental anguish, personal pain
tears us apart.
Philip Yancey, who has written
on this subject, shared this
thought: “God does not, in the
comfortable surroundings of
heaven, turn a deaf ear to the
sounds of suffering on this groan-

ing planet.” We must also remember that God did not exclude
Himself from human suffering.
He became man - the Person of
Christ - and shared with us all
there is to share.
Jesus came to save the
people from their sins, only to
be humiliated and His life threatened. Though innocent, He was
denounced as the enemy of God
and man. Then He was crucified.
Jesus suffered more than any
other person in human history. The
Bible says He was “acquainted
with grief” (Isaiah 53:3). When we
are in trouble, we need a friend.
Jesus is that friend, and He understands our sorrow and grief. We
must look to Him for our strength.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

DID YOU KNOW?

• Finland is one of the strictest countries in the world when it comes to
driving requirements. Drivers are required to learn basic car maintenance
and must take two tests; one in summer conditions and another in winter
conditions.
• Since odd numbers are harder for our brains to process, some people
actually experience feelings of discomfort when the volume of the television,
among other things, is set to an odd number.
• When the King of Thailand sued his first wife for divorce, she was
unable to defend herself in court because of a law prohibiting criticism of
the monarchy.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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The Heart of the Chamber 2020-2021
A special section of The Bulletin

Clyde Neal Jr. of Neal Insurance Agency in Angleton holds up his 2020 Pioneer Award. His wife, Mandy, is shown to the right of him.

The Angleton Chamber staff for 2021 includes Michele Allison, left,
Director of Membership & Programs, the new President/CEO Kathleen
Hopkins, center, and Tamara Michalec, Director of Operations & Finance.

The Shot in the Dark golf tournament was a Chamber event that continued
during the pandemic. Shown is the D&L Propane Championship Team.
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Chamber 2020 awards ceremony held virtually in 2021
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The Angleton Chamber of Commerce recognized six of its members who helped the chamber and
their community during 2020 in a
virtual awards program in January.
Ambassador of the Year award
went to Shelly Crosby, who recently
retired and is the former owner of
Carebuilders at Home. Shelly has
long been involved in the Ambassadors group, helping with various
chamber fundraisers. Cindy Suggs
of BASF, which sponsored the
award, said it was rare when Shelly
missed an Ambassador’s meeting
or chamber luncheon.
“Thank ya’ll so much,” Crosby
replied to the online audience.
Former chamber employee
Allyson Smith, who now works for
the county, was named Volunteer of
the Year for her continuing efforts to
help the chamber without pay after

leaving her chamber post.
“Even after I left, I told ya’ll I
would be back,” Smith said. The
award was sponsored by Dow.
Nancy Davis of Palms Funeral
Home and sponsor of the President’s Award, named two winners
for the award this year. UTMB
Angleton Danbury campus “made
sure we all knew what was going
on,” said Davis, in regard to the
coronavirus. Beth Reimschissel,
local hospital CEO, said, “We’re so
excited about this.”
The second recipient was unable
to attend the virtual lunchtime program. Ken Jo Kelly, owner of Ken
Jo’s BBQ, sent a message that he
appreciated being named. He was
honored for providing free meals to
many in need and first responders.
James Rogerson, CEO/Director
of MSR Houston, announced Clyde
Neal as the Pioneer Award winner.
MSR sponsored the award, and

Rogerson said that Neal is a staple
in the community and is open to
new areas of thinking, development
and technology while overseeing
the insurance business started by
his late father, Clyde Neal Sr., more
than 60 years ago.
Neal Jr., like his father, is also a
former Citizen of the Year, and he
annually sponsors the chamber’s
State of the Community luncheon,
including the 2020 virtual event.
Neal told a story about how his
first job was at the chamber when
he was in eighth grade doing custodial work. He returned to Angleton
after attending college and living
in Austin for 12 years and started
going to chamber meetings to meet
people. It worked out well since he
met his wife, Mandy, through the
chamber about 35 years ago.
Citizen of the Year for 2020
award went to Mark Holian, general
manager of Gulf Coast Auto.
Olin sponsored the award,
and Kailey Holian Perez, Mark’s
daughter and public relations and
marketing manager for Gulf Coast,
thanked Olin for allowing her to
introduce her father at the event.
“My dad’s always been my hero,”
she said. She cited donations
Gulf Coast has made to help the
community, including $8,000 to Vow
22 veterans’ group and $10,000
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Angela Dees, 2020 Angleton Chamber chairman and Rocking 6
Construction owner, and Jeff Bilyeu, 2021 chairman and Texas Gulf
Coast Regional Airport Director of Aviation, presided over the virtual
2020 Awards Luncheon in January, 2021.
to BACH, which offers therapy
to children. She added that the
dealership avoided any employee
layoffs during the decline in business caused by the pandemic and
accommodated employees who felt
unsafe returning to work initially.
Holian thanked Robert and Davis
Baldwin, owners of the dealership,
“for allowing me to use Gulf Coast

as a platform to help our community
as much as we do.”
The award means a lot to him
because he knows others who have
been past recipients, such as his
business mentor, Don Thompson,
Holian said.
“What we all do and give of
ourselves, we do it because we
enjoy it, and it makes us happy.”
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Hopkins looks forward to building community partnerships Journeay retires after 21 years as CEO

I recently moved to Brazoria,
Texas, from Silverdale, Washington, with my 10-year-old grandson,
Destry. I am in the process of adopting him, so we are really excited!
I had family living in Brazoria
County, which gave me an opportunity to check out the area during different times of the year and to focus
in on where
I wanted to
work and live.
We now live
in a multi-generational
home with my
mother and
Kathleen Hopkins sister.
My daughter and husband led the charge,
moving here two years ago with
three of my grandchildren.
I had been looking to move from
Washington State to an area that
had much warmer weather, where
activities and things to do were plentiful, cost of living was affordable,
and where there were livable wages
and strong community spirit.
Brazoria County fit that criteria!
The bonus is the commute is
easy, and traffic is pretty clear!
It was my desire to live where
people cared about each other and
embraced their American freedoms
and their faith in God.
Having four grown children and

Message from the new
President & CEO

10 grandchildren, it is important to
me to leave them the best world
possible.
I have always been an advocate
for business and community, and for
me, purposeful work is essential.
When I learned that Angleton
Chamber was seeking a new
President and CEO, I knew that
was where I wanted to serve the
business community.
I have 10 years’ experience as
President and CEO in the chamber
world with a background in advertising and marketing.
Success is about having a heart
for community and building relationships and partnerships. I personally
thrive in work that supports business
and community.
I am also gaining wonderful experiences by moving to an area I have
never lived in before; everything is
new and inspiring.
For one, the people here are

amazing - neighbors helping neighbors. The kindness and welcome
have been phenomenal within
the business community, the local
residents, the school district and
the municipalities I have had the
pleasure of meeting. They have all
been so welcoming.
We are planning a retreat soon
at the Angleton Chamber. Advocacy
will be of utmost importance with
keeping our businesses informed on
what is going on at a local level with
so many changes and growth within
our community.
We will also work on informing
our businesses on a state and
national level as it pertains to
business, working with the Texas
Association of Business and the
U.S. Chamber of Commerce.
We will also look toward the
future to include leadership education to connect and support our
business leaders, in addition to
the events The Greater Angleton
Chamber of Commerce is so well
known for.

Angleton Chamber Ambassadors a great resource
Ambassadors are the movers and shakers of the community. Our most
valuable resource, the Ambassadors act as the public extension of the
Chamber. Purely a volunteer club, they are our members’ greatest resource
as well. Active with ribbon cuttings, grand openings and all events, they are
the people in the know and the insiders of everything going on in Angleton.
Their wealth of knowledge and know-how are a benefit to everyone in the
Angleton area.

Beth Journeay, who had served
the Angleton Chamber of Commerce as President & CEO since
October 1999, retired on Sept. 30,
2020.
The Chamber board then named
staff member Nina Smith to assume
the role of interim President & CEO
while a search for a new director
was under way. Smith has since
joined the staff of the Central Fort
Bend Chamber.
One of Journeay’s favorite programs she developed, said a news
release, was Leadership Angleton.
It helps members who enroll in the
program to learn more about the
community with field trips to various
work places while building business
relationships among participants.
One of her last programs was the
Back in Business & Better initiative
to help businesses dealing with the
impact of the coronavirus.

THE FACE OF BRAZORIA COUNTY
GATEWAY TO GROWTH

First impressions are everything, and when visitors
touch down on the newly renovated concrete runway at
Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport, they know they are
valued. Visitors are warmly received at the constructed
11,000-square-foot terminal with amenities like a cafe that
caters, rental cars, 24-hour fuel service, free wi-fi and so
much more.
The airport is the first and last impression for many visitors
coming to our growing community. Many upgrades and
enhancements to our facilities over the past ten years have
prepared us for the increase in business and visitor activity that
we are now experiencing. Customers using the airport support
the many growing areas of our county and economy, including
housing, health care, retail, and industry.
The airport is a positive part of that area growth. With 200+
acres of available land, the airport is poised to offer even more
to customers with long-term land leases for shovel-ready property with utilities and Foreign Trade Zone availability.

Former CEO Beth Journeay
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Citizen of the Year: Mark Holian

The year 2021 will be my sixth
year on the Board. I have been
involved with the Chamber through
sponsorships and volunteering for a
total of about 12 years.
It is impossible to name one
event as my favorite. I enjoy the golf
tournament. It is a time where I get
to spend time with other co-workers
outside of the work environment
playing golf.
The Chamber gala is a night
when my wife, Nicki, and I get to
dress up and enjoy the company

of other Chamber members in our
community. And even though I have
never attended Fa La La Ladies’
Night, it, too, is one of my favorites
because Nicki, daughter Kailey, and
the ladies that work in our business
office look forward to it every year.
Being a part of the Chamber has
granted me the opportunity to get to
know and become friends with some
of our area’s finest people. It has
been the best source of networking
that I could imagine.
Gulf Coast Auto Park has bene-

I remember my father being very
active in the Chamber since I was
a child, so I’ve been aware of the
Chamber for a long, long time.
In 1983, I met my wife, Mandy
Guerra, when she came to a
Chamber breakfast comedy show
that I performed in. She and I would
visit at Chamber luncheons over
the next year, and we started dating
in late 1984. We will celebrate our
35th anniversary this Spring. We
never would have crossed paths if

it weren’t for our involvement in the
Chamber.
In 2010, Mandy and I were both
in the Chamber Leadership Class.
We were the first married couple
to participate in the program, and it
was outstanding.
The Chamber has helped our
business through increased exposure and contacts, and it has also
helped our employees get more
involved in the community.

Pioneer Award: Clyde Neal Jr.

- Clyde Neal Jr., owner, Neal Insurance

Mark Holian
fited greatly from the connections
made through the Chamber. When
people think where to buy or service
their vehicle, it makes sense that
they would turn to the people they
know and trust first, and by our
involvement in the Chamber over
the years, the relationships that we
have built have created a very loyal
customer base.
I would like to thank the entire
Chamber staff and all of the Ambassadors - they are the heroes that
put in all the work and long hours to
make Angleton’s business community so strong.
Also, I want thank everyone for
their support of me and Gulf Coast
Auto Park through the years. I
always say that when customers
come to Gulf Coast they expect

ANGLETON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPECIAL SECTION • 2021
more than they would at any other
at any of the locations, I hope they
car dealership, and we have to
know that they can call me personcontinue to strive to live up to their
ally at (832) 496-8386, and I will do
expectations.
my best to make the situation right.
-Mark Holian, General Manager,
If anyone is ever unsatisfied with
Gulf Coast Auto Park
an experience that they have had
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Volunteer of the Year
Allyson Smith

I started working at The Chamber
in May of 2016. It was originally a
summer internship during my first
summer in college, but after working
so well with everyone, I stayed on
and worked full time during breaks
and part time during the semesters.

Allyson Smith

Since leaving in January of 2020,
I have continued to come back and
volunteer since taking my position
at Commissioner Ryan Cade’s
office.
My favorite events would probably be the Chamber golf tournaments. They give you an opportunity
to network in a fun and relaxed way.
Being involved in The Chamber
gives you an opportunity to meet
individuals in the business sector
that you may not have been able to
meet otherwise.
It offers many opportunities
throughout the year in different
settings for you to come and grow
your business through networking
opportunities.
At events, you can find individuals that own a small businesses all
the way up to those who work for
large corporations.
It’s a broad range of individuals
and businesses from all over the
county, and I think that is what

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
makes it so valuable and unique.
Of course, I love and care about
everyone that is a part of The
Chamber. It was such a big part
of my life for a while, and I have
formed invaluable friendships from
my time there with coworkers and
members alike.
I was honored to “stand” next to
everyone who received an award
with me, especially Mark Holian,
who is such an asset to our community and well-deserved Citizen of
the Year.
Mark has always been there
when I called, whether that be to
help sponsor a community event or
when I wrecked my car and had no
idea what to do next.
He goes above and beyond for
everyone he comes into contact
with, and that is what makes him so
special.
And of course, my dear friend,
Michele Allison, who is an absolute
ROCKSTAR for The Chamber. I
don’t know what any of us would do
without her!

- Allyson Smith, former Chamber
employee, now Administrative Assistant
to Brazoria County Pct. 2 Commissioner
Ryan Cade

HAPPY
2021!

(979) 849-5407 February 23, 2021 THE BULLETIN Page 13

Ambassador of the Year
Shelly Crosby

I have been in the Chamber for a
really long time, maybe 15 years. I
have been an ambassador most of
that time.
I have always loved the golf
tournaments that we have done
and, of course, the Fa La La events
are a blast.
I love being involved in the
Chamber because we get to meet
so many people that we may have
never been able to meet otherwise.
I have many friends through my
involvement in the Chamber. These
friendships and experiences have
definitely helped my business prosper as well.
I truly appreciate all of the people

Shelly Crosby
I have met through my time as a
Chamber Ambassador.

-Shelly Crosby, retired

Message from Membership Director Michele Allison
The Chamber of Commerce is a vital part of the community that we
serve. It is often the starting point for new businesses considering our area
as a prospective location – as well as the hub for community growth. My
personal goal is to continue to serve the greater Angleton area and strive to
make a positive impact for everyone!

Congratulating the
Angleton Chamber
of Commerce
on another great year!
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President’s Award: UTMB

UTMB Angleton Danbury
Campus has been an Angleton
Chamber member since 1969. This
was, of course, prior to the UTMB/
ADHD partnership.
When I joined the UTMB Angleton Danbury campus in my role
as Administrator, The Angleton
Chamber was actually my first
introduction to leadership within
this community through their Leadership Angleton program.
Although I have lived within
the community my entire life, the
program was so instrumental to
integrating into the community and
building strong community partner

bonds.
I enjoyed every minute of the
program from the community and
business tours, the leadership
retreat, to the community service
project we did together. So many of
the members are part of my daily
and professional life.
I will be forever grateful for that
program and the lasting relationships built through it.
The Chamber is such a strong
support system for our hospital
and advocate for helping us tie our
mission of enhancing care within
our community.
They have provided so many

President’s Award: Kenjo Kelley

Kenjo Kelley, owner of Kenjo’s BBQ in Brazoria, was also a recipient of the
President’s Award. He is shown here with his award and chamber staff.

Beth Reimschissel
platforms to help us get the
right education to the community through different luncheons

Message from
the Chairman
As we begin the year 2021, I
am very excited about the future
of the Greater Angleton Chamber
of Commerce. Kathleen Hopkins,
our new President and CEO, is a
wonderful addition to our staff and
to our community.
She brings a vast amount of
experience as well as a passion for
serving others. I am excited about
the growth of our community and
about the strength and resilience of
our businesses and members.
My focus, as chair this year, is to
work very hard with our incredible
staff and our diverse and knowledgeable board of directors in order
to identify programs and services
that revitalize and strengthen our
chamber members.
We will also continue to improve
and grow our relationships with
community partners and identify
ways to have positive and substantial impacts in our community.
We will refocus and dedicate
ourselves to our mission of strengthening the heartbeat of our business
community.

-Jeff Bilyeu, Aviation Director,
Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport

Invest in the chamber
Your investment is deductible
as a ‘necessary item of business
expense.’ It is not a contribution or
gift you are making...it’s an investment in your business and your
community. Among other things, the
chamber will assist you in marketing
your product and services.

ANGLETON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE SPECIAL SECTION • 2021
and networking events and have
dedication our UTMB staff has had
even simply showed up to proand how in awe I am for their resilvide encouragement and support
ience and love for their community.
through the pandemic in multiple
For those that have supported
ways.
us throughout it all, we are also
To have a link like the Chamber
extremely grateful.
between you and others in the
Businesses like the Chamber
community is crucial to expand
and our strong community partners,
presence and get the word out in
such as EMS, police, fire and other
ways you may have not thought of
surrounding businesses, have been
or have the resources to do so.
such a strong support presence for
I think given the past year
our team.
through the COVID-19 pandemic,
That presence was seen through
one significant recognition is to all
encouragement, food, thoughts,
of our hard-working healthcare proand prayers, which I think has
fessionals and front-line staff that
been the most powerful example of
have helped our community survive
“Community.”
and thrive this year.
-Beth Reimschissel, Administrator,
I can speak to the passion and
UTMB Health Angleton Danbury Campus

Angleton Chamber Board of Directors
EXECUTIVE
JEFF BILYEU
Chair
ANGELA DEES
Past Chair
SHANE JENNINGS
Chair Elect
ANNE ALLSTOTT
Treasurer
BELINDA GAINES
Vice Chair
CHRISTI MCCRACKEN
Vice Chair
GINA LANGLINAIS
Vice Chair

DR. RON SLATE
Vice Chair
MARK HOLIAN
Vice Chair
KATHLEEN HOPKINS
President/CEO
BOARD
AMY CONDON
PATTY CRYAN
ANTHONY MASON
BETH REIMSCHISSEL
MARK SOILEAU
HEATHER OGBURN-STOKES
KAILEY PEREZ
TRISH THOMPSON
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Memories from
the 2020 Gala
Havana Nights

2020: A year to remember

I think it’s safe to say that 2020
is a year we will never forget – and
no, not for all the RIGHT reasons.
It was one of tremendous ups and
downs, all of which were felt by the
business community.
The Chamber has worked hard
this last year to pivot and change
our way of thinking to fit the needs
of our members. And, I believe we
did just that.
We were able to go virtual with
our luncheons and offered them
weekly instead of monthly. We
worked with members to offer a
website that offered virtual gift cards
to local businesses.
We contacted every member on
a monthly basis to check in and
hosted online networking and trivia
events. We put together a “Back
in Business & Better” campaign in
order to promote our members postlockdown. We even hosted virtual
member toasts to celebrate our new
members during this time.
Our monthly newsletter went virtual, and we sent out weekly update
emails – those we’re still doing!
This virtual world took a huge toll

Nina Smith
on our community, and truth be told,
it isn’t going anywhere. So, we’ve
embraced it, and we’re expanding
on it the best we can.
Overall, we want our members to
know that we’re here for them. We
know we’re getting back to business
and that we’ll be better than ever
– because we’re in this together.
We’re Chamber strong, we’re
Angleton strong, and we’re Brazoria
County strong.

Nina Smith, former Interim President
& CEO/Director of Marketing & Events

Why you should ‘hire’ the Angleton Chamber
Your Chamber does many things for the business and professional communities and general public, which they might not be able to do alone. Your
Chamber provides services and benefits that completely overshadow your
costs - that is, your membership investment - when you hire your Chamber.

>
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Angleton ISD Education Foundation
@AISDEducationFoundation

YOUR support helped us give away more than $170K
in grants, supplies and educator awards!
Make an IMPACT at:
www.angletonisd.net/angletonfoundation
#ForTheFuture #BackTheCats

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Down
1 Arafat’s successor
2 Ads, e.g.
3 Pull from the ground, in Plymouth
4 Disgusted remark
5 Much of “Deck the Halls”
6 “The Python Years” diarist
7 Janis’ comics mate
8 Casual brand
9 Milky Way cousin
10 Crony of Captain Bildad, in
“Moby-Dick”
11 Construction sight
12 Quick getaway for newlyweds
13 Hipster’s “Later”
15 Vote to support
22 “Between the World and Me”
National Book Award winner
Coates
24 Henry VIII’s sixth
25 Affirms
26 Author Zora __ Hurston
28 Director’s unit
31 Quartz watch innovator
33 Rainforest explorers’ aids
34 Transient things
35 Military training site
38 Red stingers
41 Bald babies?
42 Most of a tooth
46 Liszt’s “Paganini __”
47 Mogadishu native
49 Little bits
50 Needed a massage
51 Like “m” or “n,” phonetically
53 Org. co-founded by Helen Keller
57 Surfer’s setting
58 Alley-oop pass
59 Actress Gardner
(C) 2021 Tribune Content Agency

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

FIG LIME PEAR PEACH APPLE MANGO GUAVA LEMON ORANGE
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37 “__ that been done?”
39 2019 Uber landmark, briefly
40 Brought under control
21 Relating to the arrangement of
Across
43 Soup sometimes served with
atoms in space
1 It’s happening now
banh mi
23 Mealtime alert
6 Controversial reading
44 Eastern brew
26 Magic competition?
10 Circumstance partner
45 Bass-baritone Simon
27 Give rise to
14 Brain center associated with
48 “Time to move on”
28 Rap’s “Puffy” Combs
speech
50 Co-star of Cox and Kudrow
29 Head of Parliament?
16 ‘60s pop singer Sands
52 “No worries”
30
‘40s-’50s
paranoia
17 Borders of old, e.g.
53 Behave
32 Bud’s bud
18 First name in jazz
54 Co-star of Ethan in “Gattaca”
33 Judge in stripes
19 Abbr. on an invoice
55 Without rocks
36 Anago or unagi
20 Tech boss
56 Mexican fare
60 “Never go to a doctor whose
office plants have died” writer
Bombeck
61 Latin American fare
62 Enervates
63 Certain farm, or one of its residents
64 Pesto ingredient

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Thursday, Feb. 25: Oven-fried
Menu subject to change. Meals
chicken, cheese potatoes, hominy,
served at 11:30 a.m. at center.
green beans, tossed salad, biscuits,
Meals on wheels available - call
dessert.
before 9:30 a.m. Take-out meals Friday, Feb. 26: Shepherd’s
call by 10:30 a.m. to be picked up
pie, rice pilaf, corn, mustard greens,
at 11 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals
jello, garlic toast, dessert.
available - call before 8 a.m.
Due to adverse weather condiWed. Feb. 23: Smothered
tions,
we did not receive the March
meatballs, rice, vegetable medley,
menu, but we will print upcoming
peas, peaches & cottage cheese,
meals in the next issue.
sliced bread, dessert.

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES

$

12

99

2 BBQ
SANDWICH
COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

MR. MORRIS
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CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

1499

$

ANIMAL CRACKERS

DINE-IN
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By Rick Brooks

. TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

By Fred Wagner
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History of the World On This Day

February 23
1836 - In San Antonio, the siege
of the Alamo began.
1847 - Santa Anna was defeated
at the Battle of Buena Vista in
Mexico by U.S. troops under Gen.
Zachary.
1861 - U.S. President-elect
Abraham Lincoln arrived secretly
in Washington to take his office
after an assassination attempt in
Baltimore.
1861 - Texas became the 7th
state to secede from the Union.
February 24
The U.S. Supreme Court ruled
itself to be the final interpreter of all
constitutional issues.
1857 - The first shipment of perforated postage stamps was received
by the U.S. Government.
1903 - In Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba, an area was leased to the
U.S. for a naval base.
February 25
1836 - Samuel Colt received U.S.
Patent No. 138 (later 9430X) for a
“revolving-cylinder pistol.” It was his
first patent.

1913 - The 16th Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution was ratified. It
authorized a graduated income tax.
1919 - The state of Oregon
became the first state to place a tax
on gasoline. The tax was 1 cent per
gallon.
February 26
1815 - Napoleon Bonaparte
escaped from the Island of Elba. He
then began his second conquest of
France. It didn’t work.
1870 - In New York City, the first
pneumatic-powered subway line
was opened to the public.
1907 - The U.S. Congress raised
their own pay to $7500.
February 27
1801 - The city of Washington,
D.C. was placed under congressional jurisdiction.
1827 - New Orleans held its first
Mardi Gras celebration.
1922 - The U.S. Supreme Court
upheld the 19th Amendment that
guaranteed women the right to vote.
February 28
1854 - The Republican Party was
organized in Ripon, WI. About 50

slavery opponents began the new
political group.
1911 - Thomas A. Edison, Inc.
was organized.
February 29
Nothing happened on this day.
February 30
Again, nothing happened in world
history.
March 1
1562 - In Vassy, France, Catholics massacred over 1,000 Huguenots. The event started the First
War of Religion. More followed.
1692 - In Salem Village, in the
Massachusetts Bay Colony, the
Salem witch trials began. Four
women were the first to be charged.
More followed.
1872 - The U.S. Congress authorized the creation of Yellowstone
National Park. It was the world’s first
national park. More followed.
1873 - E. Remington and Sons of
Ilion, N.Y., began manufacturing the
first practical typewriter.
1912 - Captain Albert Berry made
the first parachute jump from a
moving airplane.

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): “The
more the merrier” might be your
February motto. You may feel more
fulfilled if you are surrounded by
family and friends who share cheerful memories. Focus on fact-checking your ideas in the week ahead.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): It
feels good having fun after you’ve
accomplished tasks. If you follow
through faithfully with your duties,
you might receive appreciative comments from others and feel positive
about yourself in the upcoming
week.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Your
enthusiasm and imagination allow
you to tackle several tasks at once
and still have room for more. You
may imagine that a friend is romantically attracted to you this month,
but common sense prevails.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Gifts don’t change the way you feel.
If someone forgets to give you a
remembrance on a special day, you
might take matters into your own
hands and show your affection in
other ways.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): A mistake

might happen if you rush through
something quickly. Although you
may feel forced to deal with things
you’d prefer to ignore, you may
have plenty of time to escape into
daydreams and enjoy yourself as
the week progresses.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): A tiny
bit of sentiment goes a long way this
month. You and a special someone
could memorialize your affection
with the tiniest things. A social
activity could be prominent in your
weekly schedule.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be
someone’s virtual friend. Hearing
from an old acquaintance could give
you a chance to reminisce about the
good old days. You may become
restless to try new things and break
away from routines in the coming
week.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Gifts don’t need to come wrapped
up with a bow. You and a special
someone can share a casual walk
or a home-cooked meal to celebrate
togetherness. Enjoy the unconventional in the week ahead.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

21): Decide your fate. Your good
judgment comes into play when you
must discuss serious matters with
a partner. In the week to come, you
may become a champion of teamwork, fair play and physical labor.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Small gifts, such as a card,
box of candy or a simple bouquet
of flowers, can brighten someone’s
day. Don’t feel guilty about spending
extra dollars on entertainment or
a hobby in the week to come. You
deserve it after working hard.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Enjoy being the apple of someone’s
eye this month. You may feel as if
you’re stuck between a rock and a
hard place now, but in the week to
come you might have time to show
feelings, whether of friendship or
amor, toward someone.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Perhaps you could be a better
listener. A situation may force you
to determine who is telling the truth
and who could be deliberately
vague and misleading. Knowing the
details could help you decide. Be in
the right place at the right time.

Jumbles: BISON METAL FUMBLE PROVEN
Answers: The math teacher had taught multiplication a -- NUMBER OF TIMES
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Snow removal father-son-girlfriend team saved my back
(Continue from Page 1)

out the cars, cleared the front walk
and shoveled the driveway without
collapsing into a snowdrift and being
found frozen stiff the next morning
like Jack Nicholson in “The Shining.”
I used to have a small snow
blower that turned out to be the
Little Engine That Couldn’t.
My former neighbor, Ron, would
often come over to help me with
his large snow blower and kindly

gave it to me when he moved, but
it, too, has gone to the Great Snowy
Beyond.
So I’ve had to rely on my trusty
shovel, which is a glorified soup
spoon. I used it to get rid of the eight
inches of wet, heavy snow we got
during a pre-Christmas storm. After
having a shot of blackberry brandy
to stave off coronary thrombosis, I
finally decided to hire someone to
plow the driveway so I could stay

inside and get plowed myself.
That brave someone is Justin
Felix, 19, the wunderkind operator
of North Coram Snow Removal on
Long Island, New York.
Justin proved to be a lifesaver
(wintergreen, of course) because
we recently got 15 inches of snow
that could have stopped a polar
bear in its tracks.
Assisting Justin were his father,
Nick, 48, a banker who co-founded

Miss Mai shows her love for USA by making facemasks
(Continued from Page 1)

“boat people” arrived in foreign
countries, and at least 200,000 died
at sea.
Was she captured and sent to
a North Vietnamese re-education
camp where 300,000 South Vietnamese endured torture, starvation
and disease while being forced into
hard labor?
Was she among the 30,000 South
Vietnamese systematically killed
because of lists left behind by the
U.S. embassy?
The mystery was solved this
month when I received an outof-the-blue email from a former
colleague.
Dave Berry and I were both Army
combat correspondents working out
of Army headquarters with Miss Mai.
Coincidentally, we both ended up
at Texas newspapers after the war.
You may remember him. He worked
for a time as managing editor of the
Brazosport Facts.
We had lost touch with one
another, but then he noticed I was
writing a column in The Bulletin.
He sent me an email and mentioned that Miss Mai calls him every
Christmas. He suggested that her
story might make a good column.
Two days later, and almost 50
years since the war ended, I was on
the phone with Miss Mai. She filled
me in on her life since the fall of
Saigon. Her story is also mentioned
in the book “Who’ll stop the rain?”
In April 1975, with South Vietnamese troops crumbling and enemy
troops advancing, Miss Mai and
others who worked for the Army
were given “top secret” briefings
about American evacuation plans.
Miss Mai knew she was at risk,
but her commanding officer promised initially that she would be able

This is Miss Mai today. (Photo
courtesy of David Berry.)
to evacuate her entire family.
But this was the Army. It had
regulations. A snag developed.
Miss Mai was a single mom who
had recently adopted her cousin’s
two-year-old daughter. The Army
now said that since she had no
husband Miss Mai could evacuate
with only her child.
Angry and sad, Miss Mai summoned the courage to confront her
commanding officer at the next “top
secret” meeting, saying it was unfair
to treat single moms differently.
She wanted to take her parents and
nine brothers and sisters with her.
The Army relented. On April 22,
1975, just eight days before the
North Vietnamese flag was raised
in Saigon, Miss Mai was flown
out of Vietnam with three younger
brothers, two younger sisters and
her adopted daughter. Her parents
and other siblings decided to risk

remaining in Saigon.
On May 1, 1975, after short stops
in the Philippines and Guam, Miss
Mai arrived at Camp Pendleton
in California. The family lived in a
crowded tent camp with hundreds
of other refugees. They had neither
money nor hope.
One morning after breakfast,
Miss Mai heard her name called
over the camp loudspeaker. It was
former soldiers she had helped
in Vietnam. They had arranged a
sponsor so she could stay in the
United States.
Miss Mai moved to Florida for a
short time before settling in Huntington Beach, Calif., where she worked
at Broadcom for years.
She married, had a child, and
her parents came to live with her
in 1990. She now takes care of her
mother and a sister. Her husband
and father passed, and several
brothers are still in Vietnam awaiting
permission to come to the states.
Now retired, she is trying to repay
this country. She has made over
4,000 masks and gives them away
to veterans’ groups, nursing homes
and hospital workers.
“It is the least I could do during
the pandemic,” she says.
She has gone back to Vietnam to
visit relatives, but wants there to be
no mistake: America is her home.
“I have sincere gratitude to the
United States government and
American people who have opened
their arms to my family,” she says.
“Thanks, United States, again and
again.”
And thank you, Miss Mai.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

the side business with Justin several
years ago, and Justin’s girlfriend,
Kate Stevens, 18, who worked just
as hard and efficiently as the guys.
In fact, Kate wielded a shovel with
lightning speed, clearing the front
walk in less time than it takes me to
put my boots on.
“What’s your secret?” I asked.
“I just lift and go,” Kate
responded.
“If I tried that,” I told her, “I’d have
to be lifted into an ambulance so I
could go to the hospital.”
Justin and Nick, meanwhile, each
manned a three-stage snow blower
that, said Nick, “can cut through
ice.”
“The ice isn’t as thick as my skull,
which would probably break the
machine,” I noted.
Justin smiled and fired up his
snow blower, which blew snow
(hence, the name) directly into my
face when I was stupid enough to
stand in the way.
“I have brain freeze,” I explained.
Justin, an enterprising young
man, who also is an investor and
works for an affiliate marketing company, started in snow removal when
he was 15.
“I wanted to help neighbors and
make a little bit of money, too,”

Justin said.
“When I was that age,” I told
him, “I didn’t even help around the
house.”
That probably makes me the
laziest of North Coram’s dozen or
so customers, some of whom are
fellow geezers who have thrown
their backs out while trying to throw
snow.
“I’ve also heard some cursing
when snowplows leave huge piles
at the end of their driveways,” Justin
said.
I didn’t curse, which I have been
known to do in such extreme situations, but I did help by moving the
cars so the terrific trio could finish
clearing my driveway.
“Fantastic job!” I gushed as I paid
Justin a very reasonable amount of
cold cash. “You just saved me from
having a heart attack.”
“Next time there’s a storm,” he
promised, “we’ll be back.”
“Take it from a real flake,” I said.
“There’s no business like your snow
business.”
(Jerry Zezima writes a humor
column for Tribune News Service
and is the author of five books.
Email: JerryZ111@optonline.net.
Blog: jerryzezima.blogspot.com.)
©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

DID YOU KNOW?
• As a kid, Jimi Hendrix would often carry a broom around and pretend
it was a guitar. After more than a year of taking a broom to school, a social
worker tried to get funding for a real guitar, arguing that leaving him without
one could result in psychological damage.
• Astronauts can see solar winds, but only when their eyes are closed.
• Men tend to take more risks when attractive women are nearby.
• Smarter people tend to be better off with fewer friends, according to
research published in the British Journal of Psychology.
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