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By John Toth
The Bulletin

If I had to do it all over again, I still 
would have become a writer, but in 
addition to that, I also would have 
become a plumber.

We found out the hard way that 
Texas doesn’t have enough plumb-
ers, even though the profession 
pays well. I know that from personal 
experience, being on the paying 
end.

I would have given half my king-

dom to a plumber after the Texas 
deep freeze to get my water pipes 
repaired. It didn’t come to that. I 
don't have a kingdom. Plumbers are 
now my new heroes.

Hats off to all the plumbers who 
have been swamped since our pipes 
thawed out and then burst, spraying 
water all over the attic. There is no 
worse feeling than when the ceiling 
caves in, and water from the pipes 
makes it rain in the living room.

That didn’t happen to us because 
we were home, freezing and trying 
to figure out what else we can do 
to keep somewhat warm without 
power. Then this mysterious sound 
came from the attic above one of the 

Ramblings

How Spring Training became baseball’s Grapefruit League
By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

Baseball fans got good news – 
or at least as good as COVID-19 
allows.

Major League Baseball is hold-
ing Spring Training, also known as 
the Grapefruit League.

 Fans, who may or may not be 
allowed to watch the games, think 

that the reference to grapefruits 
evolved from the Florida camps 
where citrus grows in abundance.

But actually, the grapefruit 
nickname came about from a 1915 
publicity stunt that involved two 
of baseball history’s most famous 
characters: Casey Stengel, then 
an excellent Brooklyn Dodgers 
outfielder, and his manager, Wilber 

“Uncle Robbie” Robinson, about 
whom a New York Times reporter 
wrote: “It is doubtful that baseball 
ever produced a more colorful figure 
than the esteemed Wilbert Robin-
son.”

A third party to the hoax was 
Ruth Law, the fifth woman to earn a 
pilot’s license and a famous aviatrix 

Record freeze, power failure, busted pipes start off 2020.1
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Was the year 2020 merely a 
prequel to 2021?

Last year, remember, we were all 
wishing 2021 would hurry up and 
get here. We desperately wanted to 
forget 2020.

But as bad as 2020 was with its 
pandemic and vicious presidential 
campaign, we are off to a worse 
start in 2021.

While vaccines for the moment 
are slowing the spread of COVID-
19, mutations now are lurking 
everywhere. 

Meanwhile, the heated rhetoric 
of last year’s political campaign 
has been replaced by this Janu-
ary’s actual assault on our nation’s 
Capitol.

And now we can add a record 
freeze and statewide power out-
ages to the list of 2021 miseries.

Oh, I almost forgot about not 
having water. Or having contami-
nated water you can’t drink.

In some cases, there were so 
many crises that they got in each 
other’s way. 

For instance, some Texans chose 
to stay in their freezing homes 

(Continued on Page 8)

I have a list for 
cancel culture

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Along with uplifting news stories 
about the COVID-19 variants and 
Tom Brady’s unmitigated gall to 
continue winning Super Bowls that 
include terrible halftime entertain-
ment, we’ve also been learning 
about new victims of the so-called 
“cancel culture,” in which individuals 
are randomly selected to be ostra-
cized from the “We’re Good, and 
You’re a Stinky Poo-Poo Head Club” 
of social and professional life.

Just recently, “The Mandalorian” 
star Gina Carano was “canceled” 
by Lucasfilm for her offensive 
social media posts - and for having 
larger biceps than most of her male 
co-stars. (Ironically, Baby Yoda con-
tinues to maintain celebrity status, 
even after heartlessly devouring 

By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

For this story, we need to go back 
to the late 1880s.

When Grandpa Ruffo was 13, he 
took a job as a teamster driving a 
freight wagon across East Texas. 
The job of a “mule skinner” was a 
hard and lonely life, working from 
dawn to dusk in all kinds of weather.

Being bored on the job, Ruffo 
took up smoking. His tobacco of 
choice was Bull Durham. Premade 
cigarettes were rare and expen-
sive. Zippo lighters had not been 
invented. So, Ruffo rolled his own.

Ruffo got to where he could hold 
the reins in his left hand and pull a 
cigarette paper out of his shirt pocket 
and form it into a “V” shape with his 
right hand. Then he would pull out 
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Freeze destroys 
produce in Texas

Texas’ deep freeze problems aren’t over

The historic freeze and power 
outages brought agriculture across 
the state to a halt.

 Dairy farmers were forced to 
dump gallons of unpasteurized milk 
for days as processing plants were 
left without power. Packing houses 
also shut down with machinery cut 
off from electricity and employees 
unable to make their shifts.

In South Texas, the cold cost the 
exotic animal industry some of their 
game and destroyed farmers’ crops. 
The area is home to lots of produce 
and citrus fields.

Early estimates from the industry 
group Texas Citrus Mutual point to 
losses of more than $300 million in 
those three Valley counties alone.

The last time the Valley saw a 
freeze of this kind - in 1989 - the 
cold wiped out a “staggering” 
number of crops and “diminished” 
the farmers in the industry.

The full scope of the losses 
will take at least weeks and up 
to months to assess, but those in 
the industry have already dubbed 
the freeze the “St. Valentine’s Day 
Massacre” for Texas produce. The 
economic blow to Texas’ $1 billion 
produce sales will also be felt by 
workers in farms and related fields, 
such as packing and shipping.

For consumers, the impact may 
be lessened by produce imports 
from other states and Latin America, 
which have begun steadily flowing 
into Texas after slowdowns caused 
by icing and unsafe conditions on 
roadways.

Residents, businesses and cities face soaring bills from the deep freeze 
that gripped the second most-populous U.S. state after California, sending 
electricity and natural gas prices skyrocketing and triggering blackouts that 
lasted in places for four days.

Power retailers and municipal utilities are trying to figure out how to pass 
on the billions of dollars in costs to customers, some of whom face bills in the 
thousands of dollars that may need to be stretched out over time.

March 10 March 11 March 12 March 13 March 14 March 15 March 16



heads, 50 tails. At 1000, you’ll prob-
ably be pretty close to 500H-500T, 
as things tend to “even out over the 
long run.” So answer this: Which is 
likely to be closer in actual count of 
heads vs. tails - the 100 flips or the 
1000 flips?

A. Most people will guess the 
1000 flips, assuming that “evening 
out” means the number of heads 
and the number of tails tend to get 
closer and closer with larger num-
bers of flips, says math professor 
Mike Dawes, of the University of 
Western Ontario. But intuition can 
play tricks here. 

What does tend to even out are 
the PERCENTAGES of heads and 
tails, moving closer and closer to 
50%-50% as the flip count rises, but 
not close to 500-500 or 5000-5000, 
etc.

Most likely, you will see the actual 
difference in the number of heads 
and tails GROW AND GROW. For 
instance, the chance of getting a 
split somewhere between 45 and 
55 with 100 tosses is almost 73%, 
says Dawes. But for the H-T count 
to be this close (within a range of +5 
to -5), after 1000 flips, is much less 
likely, about 27%; and even less 
likely, about 9%, after 10,000 flips.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Stressed dinosaurs
Q. The meteorite-slamming-in-

to-Earth theory to explain the 
demise of the dinosaurs 65 million 
years ago is well known. What’s the 
too-high-flying balloonist theory?

A. In the Andes Mountains of 
Chile and Peru, at 17,400 feet (5300 
m.), miners must make do breathing 
air at only 50% the oxygen at sea 
level, say Brian J. Skinner, et al. in 
“The Blue Planet:  An Introduction to 
Earth System Science.” 

Still, miners who grow up in the 
region become acclimated. 

For brief periods, some can go on 
even less than the 50%. Mountain 
climbers in the Himalayas have 
camped for weeks at 23,000 feet 
(7000 m.), where the oxygen level is 
only 44% of the sea-level value. 

“This is probably very close to the 
lower human limit because balloon-
ists who have attempted longtime 
flights above 7000 meters have 
found it necessary to breathe bot-
tled oxygen; some who attempted to 
fly without extra oxygen perished in 
the attempt.”

Richer air can be a problem as 
well. 

Beginning at 40% richer con-
centration than sea level, oxygen 
becomes toxic, and breathers start 
to “burn up.”

So survivability demands oxygen 
levels from 44% below to 40% 
above sea-level air.

Now to the dinos:  Air trapped 
in ancient amber suggests oxygen 
content 100 million years ago in the 
early Cretaceous period was 40% 
higher than today, say the research-
ers.  Although the dinos were 
probably finished off by a meteorite 
impact, they had been declining 
before that. 

As the Cretaceous came to a 
close, oxygen levels started to 
decline. But perhaps because the 
dinos had developed small lungs in 
the oxygen-rich earlier atmosphere, 
now they couldn’t cope.

“And so, like high-flying balloon-
ists, they died out from respiratory 
stress.”

Give me 95%
Q. Giving 110% in sporting 

competition sounds good, but when 
might giving only 95% serve ath-
letes better?

A. On a test of 400-meter track 
runners, the ones asked to hold 
back to 95% of capacity actually 
had better times, say Robert S. 
Weinberg and Daniel Gould in

“Foundations of Sport & Exercise 
Physiology, 3rd Edition.”  

The 110%-ers were using all their 
energies and muscular capacities, 
but running is done most effectively 
when some muscles are contracting 
while others are relaxing.

Muscles group as agonists and 
antagonists, performing opposite 
actions, and firing off both simulta-
neously sacrificed speed. The 95%-
ers, using agonists while relaxing 
antagonists at appropriate times, 
won the race.

In baseball, an overthrowing 
pitcher using all his muscles not 
only loses control but the pitch won’t 
even go as fast, say Weinberg and 
Gould. For maximum effectiveness, 
“some of the muscles of the arm - 
particularly the flexor muscles like 
the biceps - need to relax as the 
extensors, such as the triceps, do 
most of the work.”

Heads or tails?
Q. Imagine flipping a “fair” coin 

again and again. At 100 flips, you’ll 
probably be pretty close to 50 

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

The Bulletin can work with you to come up with an affordable 
advertising package. Please call (979) 849-5407 to speak to one 
of our friendly sales staff.

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 77515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

With
Coupon

Homemade Tortillas

BUY 3
BREAKFAST TACOS

GET 1 FREE

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

(Good thru March 23, 2021)

SPRING  BREAK  SPECIAL
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

JEALOUS? ME? KA-BLAM! 
KA-BLAM! KA-BLAM!: Despite 
the fact that he had broken up with 
the mother of his 3-year-old child 
and married another woman, a 
Florida man was extremely jealous 
of his ex’s relationship with her new 
boyfriend, prompting him to fire 94 
bullets at him in a drive-by shooting 
in Orlando, hitting him only once in 
the left buttock.  

OH, THAT’S WHEN YOU 
WERE YOUNG AND THIN 
AND MUCH NICER: An angry 
wife stabbed her husband repeat-
edly in his arms and legs at their 
home in Sonora, Mexico, after she 
saw photos of him having amorous 
relations with a much younger 
woman. He informed her that she 
was the woman in the pictures, 
which had been taken years earlier. 
She didn’t recognize herself as she 
was younger, thinner and wearing 
so much make-up. 

CASE OF BEER & HISTORY 
WILL MAKE THEIR CASE: 
A man with a suspended drivers’ 
license and who was heavily intox-

icated, drove away from a traffic 
stop and led police on a high-speed 
chase through Altoona, Pa., blowing 
through 12 stop signs and a red 
light. He had a can of beer in the 
front pocket of his coat, and there 
was a case of beer on the pas-
senger seat of his car. He has four 
previous DUI convictions. 

GIVE ME MY BREAKFAST, 
OR I’M CALLING THE COPS!: 
A furious woman called the cops 
after she missed the 11 a.m. 
cutoff for breakfast by minutes at 
a McDonald’s in East Grinstead, 
England. She told police that it 
was “unfair” of the staff to refuse 
to serve her an Egg McMuffin. She 
was informed that this was not a 
police matter. 

OF COURSE I LIVE HERE, 
OFFICER; WHY DO YOU 
ASK?: A man ran from police 
officers who discovered him in a 
stolen car in Pomona, Calif., and 
wound up in an apartment building, 
where he entered an unlocked 
unit, shaved his face, changed 
clothes and even cooked tortillas in 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

an attempt to pose as a resident. 
Citizens assisted the cops, pointing 
out that he did not live there. 

I DON’T THINK THIS IS 
GOING TO WORK OUT!: A man 
meant to text a friend that he was 
about to go on a date with a woman 
who was “bigger than expected, 
but that he would go out with her 
anyway because “her family is 
loaded.” Alas, he accidentally sent 
the text to the woman in question. 
The date ended about 20 minutes 
after he got to her house. 

 I THINK I LEFT SOME-
THING IN MY RENTAL CAR: 
A man left his illegal narcotics in a 
car he had rented in Colonie, N.Y., 

and returned to retrieve them. But 
the cops were waiting because 
they were alerted by car rental 
employees. The officers confiscated 
140 glassine envelopes of heroin, 
more than 35 grams of MDMA, 62 
counterfeit oxycodone pills pressed 
with fentanyl, 10 suboxone strips, 
marijuana and more than $5,600 in 
cash. 

STICK SHIFT? WHAT’S A 
STICK SHIFT!?: A 19-year-old 
woman, who stole cigarettes and 
Mentos from a gas station conve-
nience store in Bethlehem, Pa., 
tried to flee in an ambulance, but 
failed because she didn’t know how 
to drive it. 
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All 
ages welcome. Menu subject to 
change. Meals on wheels available 
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 
sugar meals available - call before 8 
a.m. Take-out meals - call by 10:30 
a.m. to be picked up after 11 a.m.

Wednesday, March 10: BBQ 
Chicken, squash casserole, pinto 
beans, corn, peaches & cottage 
cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, March 11: 
Sausage, potatoes & onion, turnip 

greens, okra & tomatoes, pea salad, 
garlic toast, dessert. 

Friday, March 12: Lasagna, 
broccoli, carrots, jello salad, garlic 
sticks, dessert.

Monday, March 15: Salisbury 
steak, blackeyed peas, cooked cab-
bage, peaches & cottage cheese, 
sliced bread, dessert.

Tuesday, March 16: Smoth-
ered meatballs, rice, navy beans, 
cheese broccoli, jello, garlic toast, 
dessert.

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

To advertise in The Bulletin, call (979) 849-5407

They recaptured the American ship from pirates, then burnt it
Twenty years after the United 

States was freed of Britain, 
America went to war, again - this 
time against the populous pirate 
population in 
the Mediterra-
nean. Pocketed 
throughout Africa 
- in Morocco, 
Algeria, Tunis and Tripolitania 
(Libya), they ambushed U.S. 

merchant ships, seized cargoes, 
commandeered crews, and 
collected large ransoms. Hos-
tilities got so heated that Pres-

ident Jefferson 
dispatched the 
Navy in 1801.

In October 
1803, the Phil-

adelphia, a part of an expedi-
tionary force, ran aground off 
the coast of Tripoli, and was 
captured, causing concern that 
America’s proprietary know-how 
would be re-constituted in enemy 
warships.

On Feb. 16, Lieutenant 
Stephen Decatur and 74 of his 
men - including nine Marines - 
disguised themselves as Mal-
tese sailors, crept into Tripolitan 
waters, boarded the Philadelphia, 
overpowered the crew, and 

torched the vessel.
The daring nature of their per-

fectly executed mission - without 
a single American casualty - was 
heralded around the world. Even 
British Admiral Horatio Nelson, 

arguably the most famous seafar-
ing hero of the time, called it the 
“most daring act of the age.”

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “Thomas 
Jefferson and the Tripoli Pirates: 
The Forgotten War That Changed 
American History” by Brian Kilme-
ade and Don Yaeger.HISTORY MATTERS

A feature courtesy of The 
Grateful American Book Prize
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guest bedrooms, and water started 
pouring out of the ceiling.

I shut off the main water line 
to the house. The water stopped 
gushing and then just trickled. If I 
hadn’t been home, the ceiling would 
have been a goner. Apparently, the 
copper pipes did not do so well in 
an unheated house and 12F outside 
for hours on-end.

My son-in-law started calling 
plumbers while we were cleaning 
up. Other people were also calling 
them. He finally managed to get 
on the waiting list. At this point, 
that was a huge achievement. 
All plumbers were inundated with 
calls by then. Pipes were bursting 
everywhere.

Texans are not set up very well 
for this type of weather, and neither 
were plumbers, nor their suppliers.

I was hoping for a miracle. The 
phone rang.

“I’m 10 minutes from your house,” 
the plumber angel said.

There were many problems 
with the pipes, but each one was 
resolved - somehow. At least the 

water was flowing again from all the 
right places.

We didn’t need all that water in 
the bathtub anymore. I was about to 
pull the drain plug on it when a little 
voice told me to leave it alone.

I may be a little paranoid, but let’s 
just leave the water in the tub for a 
while, I thought.

Then, water started dripping from 
the kitchen ceiling. Another pipe 
burst. I shut the water off again until 
the next day, when it was fixed. The 
bathtub water came in handy. 

I found myself wondering how 
many other pipes could burst that 
were weakened by the freeze. I 
realized the only way we’d probably 
know was when it happened. That’s 
not reassuring.

By this time, we were super para-
noid. “What’s that sound?” We didn’t 
know, but the water was shut off. 
It could not be the water. “Are you 
sure? Check the rooms.”

It was probably the cats play-
ing with something. We listened 
attentively. I dreamed that someone 
turned the water back on, and the 
kitchen was flooding. We had to 

swim to the stove to make break-
fast. Then I woke up.

The plumber angels came back 
in the morning to fix the pipe. This 
should be the last pipe - maybe. 

“Everything looks good. I walked 
through the attic,” said the plumber. 
It was soothing to hear that. But I 
was not all that sure.

The paranoia wore off with 
time. The bathtub water remained 
where it was. I was not taking any 
chances. That water was flushing 
my toilet. But eventually, I released 
the tub from its water tank duties. 

The water that “saved the day” 
after the pipes started acting up was 
used to squelch the thirst of the few 
remaining plants around the house 
that didn't freeze. We didn't want 
it to just let it flow down the drain. 
This was no ordinary water. It got 
us through the freeze and then the 
mess.

To all you plumbers who have 
been working around the clock 
restoring water to our ailing homes, 
thank you for all you do. Your pro-
fession is invaluable, and at times 
like this, it is even more so.

Water that got us through the freeze aftermath put to good use
(Continued from Page 1)



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   March 9, 2021    THE BULLETIN  Page 7

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 
           LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit (MB) and a Bev-
erage Cartage Permit (PE) by BC 
Billiards LLC,, operating as Dami-
fino Billiards, to be located at 497 
N Downing St, Angleton, Brazoria 
County, Texas. 77515 Carrol Eliza-
beth Burt  Manager and Elizabeth 
Toler  Manager  of LLC.

rather than risk catching Covid-19 in 
heating shelters. Other Texans who 
were signed up to get vaccinated 
didn’t get their shots because the 
cold weather closed vaccination 
sites. 

It all felt as if we were suddenly 
living in a Third World Country. Can 
locusts be far behind?

The recent freeze posed severe 
challenges for those of us in wheel-
chairs because of disabilities.

For me, the biggest challenge is 
adjusting mentally and emotionally 
to the fact that there is little I can 
do to help prepare our household 
for the cold weather. My wife has to 
carry the load. 

It is painful to watch Kelly, already 
burdened with way too many daily 
tasks, now have to purge the sprin-
kler system, wrap the pipes and 
carry in fire wood. 

There was one particularly awk-
ward moment during the freeze.

In an effort to take a break from 
the wheelchair, I thought I could 
stretch out in my recliner. Oops, 
can’t do that! It’s a power chair. 
Is this really progress when your 
favorite chair won’t budge because 
of a power outage? 

Because the chair is located 
in a place that is hard to inspect 
from my wheelchair, I momentarily 
considered asking Kelly to look for a 
way to adjust the chair by hand, the 
old-fashioned and reliable way. 

I quickly dismissed that idea. I 
didn’t think it appropriate to ask 
my wife to help me settle into the 
recliner while she was venturing 
outside in freezing weather to bring 
in fire wood. 

Some observations about the Big 
Freeze of 2021:

GIFTS YOU THOUGHT YOU 

WOULD NEVER WEAR:  The 
record cold gave us all an opportu-
nity to dig deep into our closets to 
find all those heavy jackets and ugly 
sweaters that have piled up from 
Christmases Past … but never had 
been worn until now. 

TOUGH TO SWALLOW:  
Besides the homeless, I feel the 
sorriest for restaurant owners 
and workers. Suffering from the 
pandemic restrictions, I imagine 
they were looking forward to a brisk 
business on Valentine’s Day, only 
to hear weather advisories on that 
Sunday warning people to stay off 
the icy roads.

WILL I EVER LEARN? There 
was nothing more depressing than 
poking my head outside to check 
on the weather and hearing my 
neighbor’s generator.  I could only 
imagine the scene in his house: TV 
going, well-cooked meals and plenty 
of heat. I wished he would invite 
us over. Or maybe I should buy a 
generator?  How many years have I 
thought about doing that?

FEELING STUPID:  I lost count 
of the number of times during the 
power outage that I would roll into 
a darkened room with my flashlight 
in hand and still try to turn the light 
switch on. Habits are hard to break. 

IT COULD BE WORSE: Some 
Texans faced a difficult choice: Pay 
an astronomical amount for power 
or go without. The Daily Beast 
reported that one power company 
sent customers a message urging 
them to switch companies because 
“prices are about to explode.”

The company, Griddy, sells 
wholesale power for a monthly 

membership. The Griddy business 
model charges subscribers a flat 
$9.99 monthly fee and then sells 
them raw power at its going whole-
sale value.

This often saves Griddy custom-
ers money, but the wild surge in 
costs during the freeze ran bills up 
to astounding levels.

Scott Pierce, a contractor who 
lives in a two-story house, paid only 
$330 for power last February.  As 
of Feb. 14 of this year, he owed 
$8,162.73. His bill had skyrocketed 
by more than $7,000 in the first two 
days of the storm. 

“It’s not a great feeling knowing 
that there is a looming bill that we 

just can’t afford,” he says. He is 
now keeping his thermostat at 50 
degrees.

Welcome to 2021!
And we haven’t even hit hurricane 

season yet. 
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Is this year just a continuation of 2020, but in overdrive?
{Continued from Page 1)

Try us out for at least a 
month, and you’ll agree 
that advertising in The 

Bulletin is good for your 
business.

Call (979) 849-5407.
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several of the alien Frog Lady’s 
tadpole eggs in season two.)

Instead of wallowing in the 
controversy of the cancel culture’s 
inconsistencies, I’d like to propose 
that we put this phenomenon to 
good use by canceling some of 
the more egregious annoyances 
inflicted upon the American people - 
especially me.

First, I say we cancel the way 
laundry detergent bottles are 
designed to permanently hold 
hostage at least one full underwear 
load’s worth of liquid when the con-
tainer is supposedly empty.

 Sure, I could solve the problem 
by using those pre-measured Tide 
pods, but then I’d have to worry 
about my daughters’ two doglets 
accidentally swallowing them and 
destroying even more of my grass, 
notwithstanding the yard’s subse-

quent fresh, clean scent.
Speaking of pets and underwear, 

I wish the good Lord would cancel 
static electricity during the winter 
months. Not only does it cause the 
doglets to drag most of the grass 
they kill back into the house with 
them, but there’s also the problem 
of its effect on undergarments.

 Apparently, certain unmention-
ables are electrically predisposed 
to adhere to the lower inside legs 
of my pants when they come out of 
the dryer, choosing only to release 
themselves while I’m at work, the 
gym, or at church. Try explaining 
that to your boss - or a deacon.

Another candidate for cancella-
tion is the practice of restaurants 
seating screaming children within 
shattering distance of my eardrums. 
During an outing for dinner at the 
local restaurant with my wife and 
three teenage daughters, the only 

screaming I should hear is my own 
when I get the bill. 

Now, don’t get me wrong. I 
understand that families with small 
children have every right to go out 
to eat at restaurants. I just wish 
they were seated in a more distant 
location - like Greenland.

Another candidate for cancella-
tion is the robocall I get repeatedly 
from exotic cities like Snowflake, 
Arizona, with that guy claiming he 
has spent every waking moment 
trying to contact me about my car’s 
extended warranty. 

First of all, what does this dude 

know about the non-existent war-
ranty on my 2013 Ford Expedition 
that vaguely smells like a wet sock 
and has a five-year-old Starbuck’s 
coffee beverage stain on the rear 
floorboard? 

Secondly, I really don’t appreciate 
the massive letdown I experience 
after having been so excited and 
intrigued that I’m receiving a call 
from Snowflake, Arizona, rather 
than from one of my three daugh-
ters asking for cash.

In addition to the everyday 
aggravations noted above, there are 
numerous other irritating aspects of 
life to criticize and even banish with-
out turning on our fellow citizens. 

While I certainly believe strongly 
in accepting consequences for our 
choices, I say we follow the exam-
ple of the Bible (and my wife when I 
screw up) to admonish one another, 
bear with one another and ultimately 
forgive one another.

In other words, we should hold 
fast to our beliefs, accept our differ-
ences and live in a spirit of love and 
unity - unless, of course, you bring 
your screaming kid with you to the 
restaurant.

(Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.

Let’s make use of Cancel Culture in more practical ways
(Continued from Page 1)

a pouch of Bull Durham loosely 
shredded tobacco. Holding the 
cigarette paper, he would sprinkle 
the tobacco into the paper. Then he 
would lick the edge of the paper and 
roll it into a cigarette shape, twisting 
both ends of the paper to keep the 
tobacco from falling out. He did all 
this with his right hand sitting on 
the seat of the wagon with the wind 
blowing. Then, he had a cigarette.

All he had left to do was light it.
Ruffo kept a supply of “sulphur” 

matches in a waterproof box on the 
wagon seat.

 Even with the wind blowing, he lit 
the “strike anywhere” match and lit 
his cigarette while the phosphorus 
and sulphur head of the match were 
still burning. That was a pretty good 
trick when you were only using your 
right hand while your left hand was 
controlling a team of mules.

Ruffo was soon smoking over 
two pouches of Bull Durham a day, 
which is probably the equivalent of 
four or five packs of unfiltered store-
bought cigarettes today.

 Phosphorus, sulphur, and 
tobacco were very hard on the 
lungs. He was 17 when he came 
down with a severe condition. He 
could not breathe, was constantly 
coughing and spitting up blood. He 
thought he had TB.

After unloading his wagon at the 
freight depot, he went to see the 
town doctor. The doctor was remi-
niscent of Milburn Stone as grouchy 
old Doc Adams in “Gunsmoke.”

The old doctor had him get on the 
exam table and take his shirt off.

 Ruffo hung his shirt on a chair 

next to the table, and the doctor 
started poking, prodding, and listen-
ing through his stethoscope.

“Son,” the doctor said, “You don’t 
have TB, but your lungs are in a 
bad way. You have to stop smoking 
NOW. The next time you light up 
could be the last thing you do on 
this earth.”

Ruffo, like most teenagers, 
thought he was 18-foot-tall and 
bulletproof. He thought that the old 
doctor didn’t know what he was 
talking about.

While the old doctor was giving 
his diagnosis, Ruffo was already 
reaching across to his shirt to roll a 
cigarette. Then he got a match and 

struck it.
Before the match could get to the 

end of the cigarette, the old doctor 
picked up the edge of the sheet and 
dropped it over Ruffo’s face.

Back then, when the doctor cov-
ered your face, you were ready for 
the undertaker.

Ruffo never lit that cigarette.
 In fact, he never lit another ciga-

rette, cigar or pipe. He did dip snuff, 
and sometimes chewed a plug.

Ruffo lived another 60 plus years, 
but he never smoked again.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Teenage Ruffo’s runaway smoking habit stopped in its tracks
(Continued from Page 1)

Pictured left to right are Ashley Lancaster, Greg Pope, Bruce Crecy and 
David Jordan, president of Brazoria Heritage Foundation. At the annual 
Board of Directors’ meeting, the new BHF board members were installed 
by David Jordan to serve a three-year term.  

BHF installs new board members
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who once said that the best way to 
get her to do a dangerous trick while 
airborne was to tell her she couldn’t 
do it. Law then stunned male pilots, 
including Orville Wright, when she 
became the first female to perform 
multiple aerobic loops and to fly at 
night. Wright, claiming women had 
no business piloting aircraft, had 
refused to teach Law how to fly.

In 1915, the same year that Law 
looped her airplane 16 times over 
a Birmingham, Ala. country fair, the 
three protagonists in the grapefruit 
farce found themselves in Daytona 
Beach, Fla. Casey and his Dodgers 
teammates were conducting spring 
training drills; Law was dropping 
golf balls from her plane over a local 
course to generate interest in the 
sport.

Suddenly, the Dodgers – spe-
cifically Stengel – thought that 
dropping a baseball from a plane to 
a player on the ground would be a 
fine idea. Stengel convinced Law to 
pilot her plane, and to drop a ball to 
the player waiting below.

But no Dodgers player came 
forward. Eventually, the team per-
suaded the good-natured Robinson 
to dust off his catcher’s mitt – during 
his 17-year playing career from 
1886 to 1902, he had been a solid 
catcher for four teams – and try his 
luck.

Robinson was likely inspired by 
his 1908 memory when Washington 
Senators catcher Gabby Street, 
dressed in street clothes and on his 
15th try, caught a baseball dropped 
from the top of the Washington 
Monument, a distance of 550 feet. 
Mathematicians calculated that on 
its way down, the ball had picked up 
300 pounds of force, and traveled 
95 miles per hour.

Once airborne, Law realized that 
she had forgotten the baseball back 
in her hotel room. She did, however, 
have her lunch, which included a 
grapefruit. When Law leveled off at 
500 feet, she dropped the grape-
fruit, and the orb struck Robinson in 
his chest.

Onlookers recalled that the 
Dodgers manager, now felled and 
covered in sticky red juices, thought 
he was mortally wounded. A dazed 
Robbie called out “Help me, lads, 
I’m covered with my own blood.” 

Only when the Dodgers rushed 
over to Robinson’s side, but burst 
out laughing hysterically, did the 
manager realize that he had been 
the target of a friendly joke gone 
bad.

In the years following the madcap 
grapefruit caper, Robinson contin-
ued to manage the Dodgers who, 
until his 1931 retirement, adopted 
the nickname “Robins” in honor 
of the popular skipper. Stengel 

had a storied player and manage-
rial career that peaked when he 
piloted the New York Yankees to an 
unmatched five consecutive World 
Series titles, 1949 -1954. Casey’s 
curtain call with the Amazin’ Mets 
was less successful.

By 1916, a determined and skilled 
Law had shattered the existing 
cross-American flight speed record 

when she flew non-stop from Chi-
cago to New York. After World War 
I broke out in 1917, Law lobbied 
unsuccessfully to fly military aircraft. 
Denied permission, a resolute 
Law broke more women’s aviation 
records that included soaring to 
14,700 feet in 1919.

Eventually, Law retired from 
flying, moved to Los Angeles 
and took up gardening. Ironically, 
despite Orville Wright’s early rejec-
tion of her request for instruction, 

in 1948 Law attended a Smithso-
nian event in Washington, D.C. to 
celebrate the Wright Brothers’ Kitty 
Hawk donation to the museum.

Although Law had a record-set-
ting aviation career, she inexplicably 
traveled to Washington by train, a 
longer than four-day journey

(Joe Guzzardi is a Society for 
American Baseball Research and 
Internet Baseball Writers Asso-
ciation member. Contact him at 
guzzjoe@yahoo.com.)

Grapefruit League reference started with a plane and grapefruit
(Continued from Page 1)

Center Stages replaces productions 
Due to ongoing COVID-19 safety concerns, Brazosport Center Stages has 

made the decision to shake up their late spring and summer lineup, replacing 
the last two shows of the season with productions made up of smaller casts.

“Having Our Say” will replace “Brighton Beach Memoirs” as the late spring 
show and will run May 14-23. The play focuses on the lives of centenarian 
sisters Sadie and Bessie Delany and opens as they prepare a dinner to 
celebrate the memory of their father. Audience members will journey through 
the 20th century with the sisters as they recall the nation’s history, their own 
family’s heritage and careers as African American professionals.

This moving, two-person play is not just about African American women, 
or even the fairer sex, but speaks to our shared American history and our 
future. Auditions were March 7 and 8.

“You’re a Good Man, Charlie Brown” has been selected to replace “Peter 
Pan” as the summer musical and is slated for July 9-18. The musical comedy 
is based on Charles Schulz’s beloved Peanuts characters, including Charlie 
Brown, Snoopy, Lucy, Linus, Schroeder and Patty.

The production focuses on a typical day in the life of Charlie Brown, his 
friends and his dog. Originally written in the 1960s, the show is timeless, 
humorous and charming as audiences connect with the beloved characters 
who continue to transcend popular culture. Auditions will be held May 10 and 
11.

For the most up-to-date Center Stages schedule and to purchase tickets, 
visit: https://bcfas.org/live-theater.
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Senior Focus
Dear Rusty: Dear Rusty: I 

have a big 65th birthday coming 
up mid-March and would like your 
advice on registering for Social 
Security and Medicare. 

I am now unemployed, but I am 
seeking another gig to get me to 
age 67 before taking Social Secu-
rity. Signed: Wondering Senior

Dear Wondering: You do 
not need to “register” with Social 
Security in advance. You don’t 
need to do anything with Social 
Security until you are ready to claim 
your benefits. Since you were born 
in 1956, your full retirement age 
(FRA) for Social Security purposes 
is 66 plus 4 months, 
and that is when 
you will be entitled 
to 100% of the ben-
efit you’ve earned from a lifetime of 
working. 

But you can, if you wish, also 
wait beyond your FRA to get an 
even bigger benefit. For each 
month you delay after your FRA, 
you’ll earn Delayed Retirement 
Credits of .667%, which is 8% 
additional benefit for each year you 
wait. That can continue up to age 
70, when your maximum benefit will 
be reached. 

In your case, that would mean 
an age-70 benefit is 29% more 
than your FRA benefit amount. But 
whenever you’re ready, you can 
apply for Social Security online at 
www.ssa.gov/retire (you must first 
create your “My Social Security” 
account to apply online).

Medicare is an entirely separate 
program and, unless you have 
“creditable” employer healthcare 
coverage from a new job, you 
should enroll in Medicare a bit prior 
to your 65th birthday (“creditable” 
coverage is a group plan with at 
least 20 participants). 

This would be during your Medi-
care Initial Enrollment Period (IEP), 
which is a 7-month window starting 
3 months before the month you turn 
65 and ending 3 months after the 
month you turn 65.

 If you don’t enroll in Medicare 
during your IEP and enroll later, 
and if you didn’t have creditable 

employer healthcare coverage after 
age 65, you will be subject to a late 
enrollment penalty, which will per-
manently increase your Medicare 
Part B (and Part D) premiums.

Medicare Part B is coverage 
for doctors & outpatient services, 
and Part D is prescription drug 
coverage, both of which require a 
premium. Medicare Part A is hospi-
talization coverage, which is free, if 
you’re eligible for Social Security. 

If you have “creditable” employer 
coverage when you turn 65, you 
can simply delay enrolling in Medi-
care Part B until your employer cov-
erage is about to end, or until after 

it ends during an 
8-month Special 
Enrollment 
Period during 

which you can enroll in Medicare 
Part B without penalty.

 But for Part D prescription drug 
coverage, you must enroll in a 
private plan within 63 days of your 
65th birthday, or the end of your 
employer drug coverage, or you will 
incur a Part D late enrollment pen-
alty for enrolling later. And remem-
ber that Medicare late enrollment 
penalties never go away – they are 
recurring for the rest of your life.

The bottom line is this: you don’t 
need to pre-register for either 
Social Security or Medicare. You 
can simply enroll when you are 
ready for benefits to start (keep-
ing in mind that for Medicare, you 
must have “creditable” alternative 
coverage after age 65 to avoid late 
enrollment penalties).

(This article is intended for 
information purposes only and does 
not represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accred-
ited by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the 
AMAC Foundation and its staff are 
not affiliated with or endorsed by 
the Social Security Administration 
or any other governmental entity. To 
submit a question, visit our website 
at amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory or email us 
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org.)

Ask Rusty

Enrolling in Social Security, Medicare

Beware of contractor scams after freeze 
From Pearland Police Deparment 

There are hundreds of legitimate 
and ethical contractors who can 
repair your home. Unfortunately, 
there are just as many scam artists 
looking to cheat you out of your 
money, posing as contractors willing 
to repair the damages to your home.

  These untrustworthy workers will 
show up in neighborhoods impacted 
by natural disasters trying to scam 
homeowners looking to have their 
homes repaired.  

Here are a few tips to ensure 
you are conducting business with a 
legitimate contractor.  

Contractors that do not have 
insurance. All legitimate contrac-
tors should be insured and should 
be able to provide their proof of 
insurance. 

Contractors should not ask you 
to sign anything prior to you hiring 
them. If they want you to sign an 
“estimate” or “authorization” before 
you’ve made the decision to hire the 
contractor, be aware. They might be 
trying to get you to sign an actual 
binding contract.

Contractors who do not write offi-
cial contracts. Professional contrac-
tors have clear contracts that outline 
their tasks, process, the repair cost, 
and often they will clarify how prob-
lems will be managed. If they don’t 
have a contract, be aware, you are 

not protected when something goes 
wrong. Do not hire anyone who tells 
you a contract “won’t be necessary.”

Contractors who require cash or 
payment prior to starting the job. 
Illegitimate contractors will often 
ask for cash up front and then run 
with the money. Many homeowners 
have been scammed by paying in 
full before the work is completed. A 
deposit or partial payment for mate-
rials is common however, only pay it 
once you have a contract signed by 
both you and the contractor. 

Contractors who significantly 
underbid other contractors. These 
contractors may have the best price, 
but that doesn’t mean it’s always the 
best work. These contractors may 
cut corners on their work, costing 
you more when you must have their 

work corrected. 
Contractors who offers “special” 

pricing. If a contractor tells you that 
you’ve been “chosen” as a special 
demonstration project at a low price, 
or they tell you “only if you sign a 
contract today” be aware, it’s usually 
not the case.

Contractors who are difficult to 
contact. Professional contractors 
usually have a physical office, 
mailing address, phone numbers, 
and an email address. They should 
respond to your questions or 
concerns in a timely manner. Make 
sure you can verify the contractor’s 
business address. If they only have 
a P.O. box, be wary.

Take your time, research your 
contractor and choose someone 
you feel comfortable with.
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Senior FocusHow seniors can earn extra income or get financial help

From The National Council on Aging
Consider delaying retirement

Did you know that by delaying 
the age you start to receive Social 
Security benefits, you can increase 
your benefit amount? While today’s 
retirement age is 66, if you wait 
until age 70 or later to take Social 
Security, you could see a significant 
increase in your monthly payment. 
Check the Social Security fact 
sheet When to Start Receiving 
Retirement Benefits to learn more 
about this important decision.
Determine whether it makes 

sense to go back to work
Even if you’ve already stopped 

working and started getting Social 
Security, a part- or full-time job can 
help offset extra expenses.

 American Job Centers are avail-
able in communities across the U.S. 
and can help you seek employment 
and access computers for free. Find 
a center in your area.

Mature workers aged 55+ with 
very limited or no income might 
consider the Senior Community 
Service Employment Program 
(SCSEP). SCSEP provides training 
and part-time community service 
work that for most people leads to 
full-time jobs.

See if other programs can 
help with your expenses

Depending on your income, 
you might be eligible for help from 
public and private programs that 
can help pay for your health care, 
prescriptions, food, utilities, and 
more. Use NCOA’s free screening 
tool BenefitsCheckUp® to see if 
you may qualify for any of these 
programs.

Consider tapping into your 
home equity

If you own your home, you may 
want to consider freeing up income 
by tapping into your home equity. 

There are several ways to do this, 
including taking out a home equity 
loan, a home equity line of credit 
(HELOC), or a reverse mortgage.

A home equity loan, sometimes 
called a second mortgage, gives 
you a lump sum of money with a 
fixed repayment schedule. This 
type of loan could be a choice if you 
have a home improvement project 
or if you want to consolidate debt. 
A HELOC allows you to get money 
when you need extra cash and only 
pay interest on the amount that you 
borrow. HELOCs make sense if you 
want a “rainy day” fund or cash to 
pay for major purchases , such as 
a new furnace. Learn more about 
home equity loans and HELOCs 
from the Federal Trade Commis-
sion.

A reverse mortgage is a type of 
home loan that allows seniors to 
convert the equity in their home 
to cash to meet a wide range of 
financial needs. With a reverse 
mortgage, the lender pays you. The 
homeowner makes no payments, 
and all interest is added to the loan.

 A reverse mortgage must be 
repaid when you move or sell the 
property, or the last borrower dies, 
or by your heirs upon your death.

To get unbiased information 
about reverse mortgages, read Use 
Your Home to Stay at Home©, the 
official booklet approved by the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development. Before you agree 
to a reverse mortgage, you will be 
required to get counseling from a 
government-approved organiza-
tion like NCOA. Learn more about 
reverse mortgages and counseling 
before considering this option.

Get financial help from 
family if possible

If you need cash to pay for 
medical bills or caregiver expenses, 

asking your family for support might 
be a good way to preserve this 
asset. 

Adult children need to be careful 
that these extra costs do not disrupt 
their financial plans and their ability 
to save for their own retirement. It is 
often difficult but important for fami-
lies to discuss finances and options 
realistically.

The government has made it less 
costly for families to pay medical 
bills or elder care if the taxpayer 
can claim an elderly relative as a 
dependent. This can make it easier 
to help relatives who want to stay 
at home. 
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Pat Aschenbeck 
retires from 

Angleton Rec
Pat Aschenbeck, recreation spe-

cialist at the Angleton Recreation 
Center, retired recently after serving 
the local community 13 years.

Aschenbeck was the recreation 
specialist who planned and led 
the city’s senior activities. Those 
included senior field trips, driving 
participants to various interesting 
sites in and out of the county. Many 
were day trips, but they sometimes 
required overnight stays, such as 
in San Antonio. There was a small 
fee to travel by the recreation center 
shuttle bus, and affordable lodging 
was arranged. The trips often filled 
up and had waiting lists pre-COVID. 

She also took seniors to visit and 
dine at restaurants in the region. 

Many of these expeditions around 
the county and state were featured 
in The Bulletin’s Senior Focus 
pages in our Senior Fun column 
before the coronavirus appeared.

She also led the weekly “Pat’s 
Crafts” activity and bingo sessions, 
which became “Bingo in the Court-
yard” recently as activities outdoors 
have grown in popularity due to 
safety.

“It has been an extreme pleasure 
getting to know all of you,” Pat wrote 
in the Silver Hearts newsletter, 
which she also put together for the 
recreation center. 

“I have enjoyed teaching you 
crafts and calling bingo. Since I’m 
retiring, I will have the opportunity to 
come to visit the Rec Center when 
we resume normal senior program-
ming. Until then, please stay safe 
and healthy.”

Senior FocusIf you live in Angleton and need a 
way to get to the local grocery store, 
just sign up, and the bus will come 
pick you up. You will have about 
one hour to shop, and then you will 
be taken back to your house.

Facility: Angleton Recreation 
Center

Date: March 12
Time: 11:00 a.m. for the first 

pick-up
Age: 55+
Fee: Free
Registration: You can register 

at the Angleton Recreation Center 
or online.

Grocery Shopping Trip in Angleton

Actions, Inc. was a recipient of Richard’s Rainwater for their clients after 
the freeze. Richard’s Rainwater is an Austin-based water supplier that 
provides 100% ethically sourced, clean-captured bottled rainwater.

Eating well is important for good nutrition at any age, but it is even more 
necessary for older adults because nutritional needs change. 

Adequate nutrition is necessary for health, quality of life and vitality. 
Unfortunately, for a variety of reasons, many seniors do not eat as well as 
they should. 

This can lead to poor nutrition or malnutrition. Reducing calorie intake can 
also easily be mistaken as a disease or illness.

Seniors have different nutritional needs

About Seniors
• More than 10,000 “baby boom-

ers” turn 65-years-old every day.
• Older adults aged 85 and up are 

the fastest growing age group in the 
country.

• There are more than 55,000 
seniors over age 100, and by 2050, 
the number of “centenarians” is 
expected to top 600,000. This is 
roughly the population of Vermont.

• About 65 percent of all “baby 
boomers” say they plan to work 
past age 65.

Austin water supplier donates to Actions

Memory Care
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West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

David said: “Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord,…” 
(Psalms 33:12).  Later, David said:  “…Happy are the people 
whose God is the Lord” (Psalms 144:15).  Clearly, what we are 
being told is that a nation is blessed when it puts God front and 
center and honors His word and His laws. There is an inference 
in these texts that cannot be ignored:  any nation who rejects 
God will not be blessed.

We need not rely on inferences in this matter, however, be-
cause the scriptures come right out and show us what happens 
when a nation rejects God and His word.  In the Roman letter, 
Paul the apostle described the downfall of that corrupt nation. 
He said the “wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all 
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth 
in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18).  The Romans embraced sin, 
and they embraced idolatry, even though the truth of God was 
able to be readily known by them (vs. 19). The evidence for God 
was all around the Romans in nature, just like it is today in the 
year 2021 (vs. 20).  

When men of the Roman era chose to reject the creator, in 
spite of the evidence of His existence, their sins took them 
over. They not only embraced idolatry (vs. 21-22, 25), they also 
embraced sexual perversion such as homosexuality (vs. 27-28). 
Then, once those walls of restraint imploded, the Romans em-
braced every imaginable kind of sin (vs. 29-32).

The awful moral collapse of Rome had one very specific 

The Death of a Nation
cause:  “they did not like to retain God in their knowledge” (vs. 
28). Once men reject God, what guides them from that point 
onward is their debased mind (vs. 28b).

The nation of Israel was no better than ancient Rome. The col-
lapse of Israel and Judah in 721 B.C. and 606 B.C. respectively, 
was due to their rejection of the moral standards and the truth of 
God’s word. In its place, the people were led by wicked priests, 
false prophets, and corrupt kings who “call evil good and good 
evil’ who put darkness for light, and light for darkness; who put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter” (Isaiah 5:20).  

Friends, God’s word is the only standard of light and righ-
teousness. The Creator of heaven and earth, Jehovah, alone has 
the power to legislate right and wrong.  When men reject that 
perfect standard, corruption and collapse is inevitable.  This was 
not only true thousands of years in the past, it is just as true in 
our day.  

Are you alarmed by our current age’s rejection of the Bi-
ble?  Are you alarmed by how many people are calling wicked 
practices “good” while they call the things God says are good, 
“evil”? Please join us for Bible study this week. We are deter-
mined to hold fast to God’s word and to never reject a syllable 
of it. We believe God has recorded the fall of nations for our 
benefit. Therefore, we will continue to speak for God in an age 
which seems dead set on pushing divine truth out of human 
memory. Join us, please. 

Facts about St. Patrick’s 
Day you may have missed

St. Patrick wasn’t Irish: 
Although he made his mark by 
introducing Christianity to Ireland 
in the year 432, Patrick wasn’t Irish 
himself. He was born to Roman 
parents in Scotland or Wales in the 
late 4th century.

We should be wearing blue 
on St. Patrick’s Day: Though 
we’ve come to associate kelly green 
with the Irish and the holiday, the 
5th-century saint’s official color was 
“Saint Patrick’s blue,” a light shade 
of sky blue. The color green only 
became associated with the big 
day after it was linked to the Irish 
independence movement in the late 
18th century.

St. Patrick’s Day used to 
be a dry holiday: It’s a national 
holiday in both Ireland and Northern 
Ireland, but up until the 1970s, pubs 
were closed on that day. Before 
that time, the saint’s feast day was 
considered a more solemn, strictly 
religious occasion.

There is a reason for sham-
rocks: How did the shamrock 
become associated with St. Patrick? 
According to Irish legend, the saint 
used the three-leafed plant (which is 
not to be confused with the four-leaf 
clover) as a metaphor for the Holy 
Trinity when he was first introducing 
Christianity to Ireland.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make 
the most of a favorable situation 
while it lasts. When things go well, 
you should get as much done as 
possible. If someone approaches 
you with an offer or proposal in the 
upcoming week, it may be in your 
best interest to accept it.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):  
In some situations, you should 
remember that you could be there 
to provide support only. But your 
sparkling commentary can be enter-
taining and make you the center of 
attention when appropriate.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Con-
centrate on making your dreams 
a reality and improving yourself by 
learning something new. You may 
need to adjust your expectations of 
how commitments should be fulfilled 
by partners in the week ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may be brimming with ideas as 
the week begins. A partner or friend 
may give you a new slant on life. 
Some of the ideas that are stirred 
up may be applicable to financial 
success and can help you become 
more practical.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
A yearning for excitement could 
prompt you to do things you 
wouldn’t normally do in the upcom-
ing week. Guard against impulsive-
ness and knee-jerk reactions. Focus 
on making useful improvements.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Conversations can enlighten and 
lighten your soul. Someone may 
be thinking of you as attractive and 
accomplished. Straighten out any 
disagreements before they under-
mine your credibility and character.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It’s 
safe to spin a narrative that places 
you in a flattering light. Say what 
you want, and you might awe, 
inspire and impress people. Various 
friends may seek you out for your 
opinion or good advice in the week 
to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Step back and take another look 
from a different perspective. You 
might quickly find the simplest 
solution to the most complicated 
problem. Put your people skills and 
generosity to good use as this week 
unfolds.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Your imagination could inspire 
unrealistic expectations about a 
romantic relationship as the week 
unfolds. Ask for feedback or advice 
from a friend before you invest all 
your affection in someone new.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Anticipate your needs and require-
ments. Your drive to attain success 
is tempered by thoughtful planning 
for the future. Have faith that a per-
sistent financial issue may be cured 
in the week to come.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
This may be a time to forgive and 
be forgiven. Make decisions while 
you can grasp the consequences. 
Your optimism and contentment 
might make anything you initiate a 
success in the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
With Venus now in your sign, look-
ing your best and being attractive 
could take top priority. You may 
think your appearance doesn’t 
measure up, but you can be far too 
critical of yourself. Let your inner 
beauty shine.

(C)2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Bulletin horoscope

March 9
1796 - Napoleon Bonaparte and 

Josephine de Beauharnais were 
married. They were divorced in 
1809.

1832 - Abraham Lincoln 
announced that he would run for a 
political office for the first time. He 
was unsuccessful in his run for a 
seat in the Illinois state legislature.

1969 - “The Smothers Brothers’ 
Comedy Hour” was canceled by 
CBS-TV.

March 10
1785 - Thomas Jefferson was 

appointed minister to France. He 
succeeded Benjamin Franklin.

1876 - Alexander Graham Bell 
made the first successful call with 
the telephone. He spoke the words 
“Mr. Watson, come here, I want to 
see you.”

1947 - The Big Four met in 
Moscow to discuss the future of 
Germany.

March 11
1302 - The characters Romeo 

and Juliet were married this day, 
according to William Shakespeare.

1861 - A Confederate Convention 
was held in Montgomery, Alabama, 
where a new constitution was 
adopted.

1930 - Babe Ruth signed a two-
year contract with the New York 
Yankees for the sum of $80,000.

March 12
1894 - Coca-Cola was sold in 

bottles for the first time.
1912 - The Girl Scout organiza-

tion was founded. The original name 
was Girl Guides.

1933 - U.S. President Franklin 
Roosevelt presented his first presi-
dential address to the nation. It was 
the first of the “Fireside Chats.”

1966 - Bobby Hull, of the Chicago 
Blackhawks, became the first 
National Hockey League (NHL) 
player to score 51 points in a single 
season.

March 13
1781 - Sir William Herschel dis-

covered the planet Uranus.
1865 - Jefferson Davis signed a 

bill authorizing slaves to be used as 
soldiers for the Confederacy.

1918 - Women were scheduled 

to march in the St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade in New York due to a short-
age of men due to wartime.

March 14
1891 - The submarine Monarch 

laid telephone cable along the 
bottom of the English Channel to 
prepare for the first telephone links 
across the Channel.

1914 - Henry Ford announced 
the new continuous motion method 
to assemble cars. The process 
decreased the time to make a car 
from 12-plus hours to 93 minutes.

March 15
44 BC - Roman Emperor Julius 

Caesar was assassinated by high 
-ranking Roman Senators. The day 
is known as the “Ides of March.”

1916 - U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson sent 12,000 troops, under 
General Pershing, over the border 
of Mexico to pursue bandit Pancho 
Villa. The mission failed.

1938 - Oil was discovered in 
Saudi Arabia.

1990 - Mikhail Gorbachev was 
elected the first executive president 
of the Soviet Union.

History of the World On This Day

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

The book of Revelation is the 
revelation of the Lord Jesus Christ

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Who wrote the book of 
Revelation, the Apostle John or 
Jesus, and why are the letters to 
the churches important? - T.R.

A: The book of Revelation is 
the revelation of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The letters to the churches 
commend the churches but also 
warn the churches. Pastors today 
would do well to take up a serious 
study of these with their congrega-
tions. “He who has an ear, let him 
hear what the Spirit says to the 
churches” (Revelation 2:11).

Christ’s examination of His 
churches at that time is also an 
indictment on the church today.

 While His words sting with 
truth, they are also full of wonder-
ful promises of what can happen 
when we heed His warnings and 
follow His commands, which bring 
conviction, repentance, and puri-
fication. Only then can the church 
really be effective.

A man once wrote, “For two 
thousand years the church has 
been in existence, and we still 
have war and misery. The church 
is a failure.” 

But that would be like saying 
that penicillin is a failure when a 
patient refuses to take it and follow 
its directions, or that sulfa drugs 
are a failure when the physician 
neglects to prescribe them.

The church, the body of Christ, 

will never fail. However, when 
churches turn away from God’s 
Word to chase after the worldly 
system, they stumble and fall. 
There is a vast difference between 
godliness and worldliness. 

There is a crisis today of many 
professing Christians walking 
hand-in-hand with the world, 
making it difficult to distinguish the 
Christian from the unbeliever. This 
should never be.

But the church was not designed 
to stop wars or to solve misery. The 
church was designed to proclaim 
God’s love and forgiveness to all 
people and declare that Jesus 
Christ came to eradicate sin in 
people’s hearts. May believers be 
the church Christ intends it to be!

• All blue-eyed people can be traced back to a single common ancestor 
who lived near the Black Sea roughly 10,000 years ago.

• The average cumulus cloud weighs 1.1 million pounds.
• Four years ago, archeologists found 3,000-year-old pots of honey from 

ancient Egypt. The honey was still perfectly edible.
• Julie Andrews initially declined the role of Marry Poppins because she 

was pregnant. However, Walt Disney had seen her perform and insisted that 
she play the nanny, saying, “We’ll wait for you.”

• Two-thirds of the world’s population has never seen snow.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Puts at ease
6 Pinot alternative
9 Something about a painting?
14 Ryan of “Paper Moon”
15 Brouhaha
16 Paint choice
17 *Mechanical plaything
19 __-garde
20 Ambulance gp.
21 Quick inhalation

22 Horseshoe-shaped letter
23 Pennant __
25 *Dark as can be
28 Patronizes, in a way
30 “Insecure” actress/writer Issa __
31 Enero, por ejemplo
32 Foil alternative
33 Rock’s __ Supply
34 Campus suffix
35 *Duke led one
40 Keeps in the email loop

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
JAPAN  HAITI  SPAIN  CHINA  ITALY  CHILE  KENYA  INDIA

43 Comprehend
44 Litter’s littlest
47 Chef’s dish words
48 Med. country
49 Web page banners
52 *Nursery rhyme arachnophobe
55 Barter
56 Cause friction
57 Be up against
59 Diner slice
60 Scoville unit food
61 Ump’s call, often based on a 

sequence found in the answers to 
starred clues

63 Muscle beach bro
64 Bedazzle
65 When left turns are rarely 

allowed
66 Off-mic comment
67 Furry foot
68 Fills up

Down
1 Hides in fear
2 Do some work at Pixar
3 Protective camera piece
4 Sore
5 Whack over the wall
6 Keep a Persian company, perhaps
7 Take in, as a Persian
8 Huck Finn, for one
9 Served blazing
10 “Bolero” composer
11 In the ballpark?
12 Intimidated
13 Interoffice no.
18 Bear whose bed was too hard
22 Maureen of “Rio Grande”
24 Focuses on, as the catcher for 

signals
26 Bed with sliding sides
27 Sunflower St. school
29 Patch, perhaps
33 Ticket price determinant, at times
36 A single Time?
37 Soft ball
38 New Deal agcy.
39 Outfit
40 Engine part
41 Trite expressions
42 Bento box selection
45 Jazz festival site
46 One learning the ropes
48 “Nothing’s wrong”
49 Bar mitzvah language
50 Notions case
51 Races round the bases
53 Caesar __
54 Mufti’s proclamation
58 17 of Laila Ali’s wins, for short
60 “__-ching!”
61 Weaken
62 “Bambi” doe
(c) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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Gardening: The year of the hardy hibiscus
Norman Winter
Tribune News Service (TNS)      

The National Garden Bureau 
has declared 2021 “The Year of 
the Hardy Hibiscus”, and The 
Garden Guy thinks this is abso-
lutely terrific. Actually, I would 
go a-step further and say it is 
Summerific!

By hardy hibiscus, the 
bureau is referring to those with 
native DNA. You may not be 
aware, but the hardy hibiscus 
commonly referred to as rose 
mallow is native to 33 states and 
Canada. Though you may see 
those long-lost cousins grow-
ing in the ditches and swampy 
areas, breeders have applied 
their magic and created dazzling 
selections.

Such is the case with the 
Summerific series from Proven 
Winners. It now boasts almost a 
dozen choices for summer-last-
ing bloom. These incredible 
varieties can let you create a 
dose of tropical splendor just 
about anywhere from zone 
4-9. On the other hand, if you 
want to add a colorful flash to 
grandma’s cottage garden, then 
the Summerific hibiscuses can 
do that, too!

I’ve been growing Summerific 

Holy Grail for a few years now and 
I could not be more thrilled. It is 
one of their taller varieties, sporting 
deep red blooms and dark foliage. 
Whether I have it in proximity to 
palms and bananas or as partners 
to rudbeckias and salvias, it has 
lived up to the task.

The next ones coming to my 
garden will be Cranberry Crush 
and Berry Awesome. Cranberry 
Crush is a Classic City Award 
Winner in the University of Georgia 
trial program and features scarlet 
red flowers on a 48-inch-tall plant 
with a backdrop of deep green 
maple-like leaves. It will bring in 
bees and hummers, which makes 
this guy do the happy dance.

Berry Awesome has ruffled deep 
lavender/pink flowers with a cheery 
red eye. You would love this with 
perennial echinacea like Yellow 
My Darling or the Price is White. 
Don’t forget to add a drift or two of 
salvias. I can only imagine Rockin 
Blue Suede Shoes and Rockin 
Deep Purple as companions.

This year there are two new 
colors entering the market place, 
and they are Summerific French 
Vanilla and Spinderella. It’s not 
often we find a creamy vanilla 
color to add to the perennial 
garden. It reminds me of the color 

of old-fashioned ice cream with a 
red eye.

Last year my university friends 
were sending me photos from trial 
gardens and giving a WOW to 
Spinderella. I’m not sure how to 
describe this one. The ruffled flow-
ers are white with a cherry eye and 
major brushstrokes of rose pink as 
you go toward the margins. The 
flowers look to have more pink and 
giving the illusion that it just could 
be spinning.

The whole Summerific series 
is so beautiful it is really amazing 
these are hardy hibiscus, perennial 
from zones 4-9.  Almost everyone 
can relish in their beauty. Choose 
a site with plenty of sunlight – the 
more the better. I have morning 
sun and filtered afternoon light 
here in west Georgia. The hibiscus 
blooms on new growth, so it is 
important to keep it growing vigor-
ously throughout the season. Keep 
them well fed and watered during 
droughty periods.

You will not need a super-bloom 
fertilizer however, just use a 
slow-released, balanced fertilizer 
given out in regular small monthly 
applications. Water daily if you 
are growing in containers during 
the summer. Nutrients will quickly 
leach from the soil, so apply a 
dilute, water-soluble fertilizer 
weekly or add controlled release 
granules per label recommenda-
tion.

The National Garden Bureau hit 
a homerun with the designation 
of 2021 as The Year of the Hardy 
Hibuscus. 

HEALTH AND HOME


