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Every hour people with dis-
abilities arrive for their scheduled 
therapy at TIRR Memorial Her-
mann Outpatient Rehabilitation.

Some can walk in. Some need 
walkers. Many, like me, require 
wheelchairs.

Some arrive alone, often 
spending a good portion of the 
day waiting for specially-equipped 
METROLift vans to give them 
rides to and from the clinic.

 Others arrive with caregivers.  
The fortunate have family mem-
bers with them.

Some have arms that don’t 
work. Others, like me, have legs 
that won’t cooperate. Too many 
have neither legs nor arms that 
function.   
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Grandpa tries 
to hold lesson 
on crane flies

Stories from 
physical therapy

What’s that sound?

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Flashlight in hand, I walked 
through the house, alternating the 
beam of light between the floor and 
ceiling. I was looking for new water 
spots forming on the ceiling or water 
accumulating on the floor.

I have been doing this almost 
every night since several of our 
water pipes burst in the attic and 
were fixed - temporarily.

The plumbers were running short 
on parts, so they capped off the 
pipes leading to sections of the 
house. We could still use the kitchen 
and the master bathroom. They 
remained functional, although the 
kitchen lacked cold water.

That was not a big deal after 
being without running water for 
several days. We were just glad to 
get back to near normal. 

I turned the main water line 
off, went to bed, but had trouble 
sleeping. I made several checks to 
make sure the house wasn’t getting 
flooded. It could not flood. The water 
was shut off. I knew that. But I made 

Ramblings

By Edward R. Forbes
The Bulletin

The three younger grandchildren 
have an aversion to crane flies, 
commonly referred to as “mosquito 
hawks.” They don’t bite, don’t sting, 
don’t eat much. They just fly into 
the house where they haplessly 
bump into walls.

My grandchildren are scared of 
them, so I devised a plan to try to 
change that.

I had two recently deceased 
“mosquito hawks,” bodies intact (an 
unusual occurrence), lying in state 
on a paper towel in my kitchen. 
My mission was to transport these 
“mosquito hawks” to my son’s 
home still intact. They are very 
fragile in life and more so in this 
deceased state.

I want them to look, not touch, 
these innocuous insects, and I want 

to convince the grand kids that they 
mean them no harm. They would 
be incapable to do so, even if they 
did. This could be a challenge, since 
when they see a living “mosquito 
hawk,” they scream and run with 

speed augmented by fear.
I also printed a page from Wiki-

pedia that had an enlarged photo 
and some sketchy information about 
crane flies. Entomologists seem to 

(See GRANDPA on  Page 5)

But it doesn’t go 
exactly as planned

Hearing-impaired players made their marks in baseball
By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

World Hearing Day is cele-
brated every March, with this 
year’s theme, “Hearing Care for 
All.” Down through Major League 
Baseball’s rich history, several deaf 
players have enriched the national 
pastime.

In his book, “Deaf Players in 
Major League Baseball: A His-
tory 1883 to the Present,” R.A.R. 
Edwards explained how players’ 
deafness enhanced their dia-
mond skills and helped broaden 
Americans’ understanding about 
the hearing-impaired community. 
Luther Taylor, one of John J. 
McGraw’s most reliable New York 
Giants’ hurlers, won 116 games 
during his nine-year career from 
1900-1909.

In 1945, the Cincinnati Reds’ Dick 
Sipek played left, center and right 
field. Sipek’s career ended prema-
turely when he broke his collarbone 
diving for a fly ball. More recently, 
Curtis Pride, who studied at William 
and Mary College and currently 

coaches at Gallaudet College, 
enjoyed productive years in the big 
leagues from 1993 to 2006, when 
he hit a career .250.

The most well-known among 
hearing-impaired baseball players is 

(See BASEBALL on  Page 11)

(See REHAB on  Page 12)

(See PUPPY on  Page 11)

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

I’ve written about George Mutt, 
our first Yorkie, in my column before. 
He was special, but we got a mate 
for him, Chantilly Lace, and they had 
three litters of special puppies.

 Lacey was special in her own 
right – she was the perfect momma 
dog. When George Mutt stuck his 
head in the whelping box to see 
what was going on, she just about 
took his head off. Until the puppies 
opened their eyes, Dad was not 
allowed around them. She took care 
of them – even the runt the vet said 
should not have made it.

Puppy kisses

Memories are made of this

The View from My Seat

Making your own syrup is sticky business
By Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Three hundred and sixty-five 
gallons of milk, 300 pounds of 
flour and 13 gallons of syrup is not 
a load for a wagon train re-en-
actment, but the tallies some of 
the grandkids came up with after 
calculating what their large family 
uses in one year.

It was the syrup consumption 
that jolted this big-city-turned-coun-

try wing of the family into taking a 
run at making their own. So it was 
that we received a call asking if we 
wanted to help boil maple sap they 
had been collecting for weeks.

As grandparents, we knew our 
“helping” would largely be standing 
around, generating some conver-
sation, but not so much conversa-
tion that we became annoying. It is 
a fine line.

(See SYRUP on  Page 12)

Hop 
into our 
Easter 
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much more...



Page 2  THE BULLETIN   March 30, 2021     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COLOR

Weather fun facts

Luke Howard, the world’s first meteorologist

Lightning causes thunder-
storms: One of the more fasci-
nating weather facts: Thunder is 
produced when lightning “slices” air 
pressure in the atmosphere. When 
lightning retracts, the colliding air 
pressure rushing back together 
creates the “clap” noise we are 
familiar with.

Lightning can strike twice 
and more often: If it’s a tall, 
pointed, and isolated object, 
lightning can strike it repeatedly. 
Lightning strikes the Empire State 
Building around 23 times a year.

Don’t stand under that 
tree: Being underneath a tree is 
the second-leading cause of light-
ning deaths.It is more advisable to 
stay indoors during thunderstorms 
and avoid conductors such as 
metals and wires.

Stay indoors: If it takes less 
than 30 seconds to hear thunder 
after seeing the flash, the lightning 
is near enough to pose a threat. 
There is no way to be safe unless 
you stay indoors. Wait 30 minutes 
after the storm ends before going 
outside.

The largest hailstone 
recorded in the U.S. was found in 
Vivian, South Dakota. It was found 
on July 23, 2010. It measured 8.0” 
in diameter, 18 ½” in circumference, 
and weighed at 1.9375 pounds.

Columbus discovers the 
tropical cyclone: On one of his 
numerous missions, Christopher 
Columbus encountered a tropical 
cyclone in 1494. His notes were the 
first written account of this type of 
storm by a European.

The man many consider to be the “Father of Meteorology” is an English-
man named Luke Howard. In the early 1800s, Luke Howard recorded 
detailed observations of weather in and around London. His comprehensive 
work laid the groundwork for the understanding of how weather works and 
offered suggestions as to why. His notes included detailed recordings of rain, 
wind, air pressure and even tables and charts. Perhaps his greatest contribu-
tion was his “Essay on the Modification of Clouds”.
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vidual to decide if this prediction is 
generally true.”

Six cubits
Q. Biblical Goliath was said to 

stand “six cubits and a span” tall (1 
Samuel 17:4). In feet and inches, 
and in centimeters, how high was 
that?

A. The cubit was an ancient mea-
sure of length, the distance from the 
elbow to the tip of the middle finger 
of a person’s outstretched arm, 
says Paul Campbell of Wisconsin’s 
Beloit College, in “For All Practical 
Purposes: Mathematical Literacy in 
Today’s World.” But which person? 
A semblance of standardization 
set in, putting the cubit between 17 
and 22 inches. The span was from 
the tip of the thumb to the tip of the 
little finger of a fully spread hand, 
or about 9 inches. Taken  together, 
these suggest Goliath stood 
between 9-foot-3 and 11-foot-9, 
or 282 cm to 358 cm. “In modern 
times, there have been men over 9 
feet tall.”

But wait, this just in. According to 
Brigham Young University “Human-
ities Newsletter” and “Notre Dame 
Magazine,” the recent Dead Sea 
Scrolls translation puts Goliath at 
“four cubits and a span” - not six 
cubits - or more like 7 feet, still 
plenty imposing but much whittled 
down to size.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Out of this world driving
Q. When we motoring humans 

really move out beyond Earth, on 
which moons or planets would our 
automobiles run best? What special 
driving stunts based on extraterres-
trial physics might be in store for 
us?

A. All vehicles would have to be 
electric because no moon or other 
planet has oxygen to support a tra-
ditional internal combustion engine, 
says space scientist James Gering 
of the Florida Institute of Tech-
nology. The outer planets Jupiter, 
Saturn, Uranus and Neptune lack 
solid surfaces for tires to roll over, 
being essentially just large balls of 
gas.

The electric Lunar Rovers 
showed that driving on the Moon 
can be quite fun. The tires churned 
up “rooster tails” of moon dust and 
there was enough gravity (1/6th 
Earth’s) to keep the tires in contact 
with the surface, though it was a 
bouncy ride. “Of course, when you 
weigh only 1/6th of what you’re 
accustomed to, bounces won’t feel 
so jarring.”

Probably the best planet would 
be Mars, says Terry Oswalt, also of 
the Florida Institute of Technology. 
At least it has some atmosphere 
and a relatively high gravity. The 
best place to drive there might be 
down one of the dry washes inside 
canyons where water flowed over 
a billion years ago. Some of these 
descend many kilometers - you 
could use a “soap box derby” car 
for downhill. Under 40% of Earth’s 
gravity, you could easily top the 
daredevil’s stunt of jumping over 
long lines of parked cars or school 
buses. However, cornering would 
be tough, because of low gravity 
and poor road friction. Special tires 
would help.

For the truly adventurous, says 
Oswalt, assuming your car is more 
like a pressurized wheeled space-
craft, driving on an asteroid like Eros 

might be interesting. “With such a 
low gravity - less than 1% Earth’s 
- and ground-hugging wheels to 
accommodate the low friction, you 
could drive fast enough to launch 
yourself into a ballistic orbit!”

Talking to yourself
Q. Lots of people go around 

talking to themselves. Who are 
these people? Are they dangerous?

A. They’re children and possibly 
many adults, maybe even YOU. The 
Russian psychologist Lev Vygotsky 
suggested that this “private speech” 
is a stand-in for the helpful guiding 
speech that children often receive 
from parents and caregivers, says 
Washington State University psy-
chologist Andrew Lotto. This self-di-
rected speech is a way to guide 
activities and structure thought. 
Researchers have demonstrated 
that self-talk in children increases 
when task difficulty increases, and 
children who use private speech 
in tasks often show the greatest 
increase in performance.

Naturally, as one grows older, 
there are social constraints on 
talking out loud to yourself, and as 
children age they start to whisper 
or just mouth their self-guiding 
thoughts. “Perhaps as adults, when 
no one is around, we use this same 
process. Since the speech is usually 
private, it may be up to the indi-

The Bulletin can work 
with you to come up with 
an affordable advertising 
package. Please call (979) 
849-5407 to speak to one of 
our friendly sales staff.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

THESE CHARGES ARE A 
SURPRISE TO ME, OFFICER: 
After smashing a glass door at a 
department store in Dunmanway, 
Ireland, and stealing 10 cans of 
hard cider from a convenience 
store, a heavily intoxicated man 
drove several miles through the Irish 
countryside, crossing over to the 
wrong side of the road 20 times. He 
eventually pulled over and was seen 
“shouting, roaring and threatening 
everyone” who confronted him over 
his dangerous driving. The man, 
who has 53 previous convictions, 
had no recollection of the events in 
question. 

NICE TRY, PAL: A man in the 
village of Grybova Rudnia, Ukraine, 
called police to falsely report that he 
had killed his mother’s boyfriend, 
in order to get them to plow out 
the road to his home so they could 
arrest him. But the cops used an 
all-terrain vehicle to get there, and, 
when they found that no murder had 
taken place, fined him 119 hryvnias 
($4.29) for filing a false report. 

IT’S AN ARTISTIC STATE-
MENT, OFFICER: A man, who 
was pulled over for driving without 

his lights on at 2 a.m. in Adelaide, 
Australia, was arrested for driving 
while disqualified, unregistered and 
uninsured, and because he had 
painted over the numbers on his 
license plate with the words: “Not 
Stolen OK.” 

SOME CASES SOLVE 
THEMSELVES: Two burglary 
suspects were arrested in Pierce 
County, Wash., after police followed 
their footprints in the snow from 
the scene of the crime. One set of 
footprints led to a church parking lot, 
where one of them was hiding in a 
dumpster under a piece of card-
board and the other led to a tree 
that the other man had climbed. 

YOU NERVOUS ABOUT 
SOMETHING, SIR:? Police 
pulled over a man with expired 
inspection sticker in DuBois, Pa., 
and discovered that he was using 
his car as a rolling methamphet-
amine lab. The officer described him 
as “extremely nervous” and noted 
he was shaking while looking for his 
license. 

I WOULD PREFER PRISON: 
A wanted man turned himself in to 
police in Sussex, England, because 
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he didn’t want to spend any more 
time in lockdown with the people he 
lives with. 

YOUR LIFE SEEMS TO 
BE IN DISARRAY, MA’AM: A 
53-year-old woman got drunk at a 
bar in Wickenburg, Az., running up a 
$154 tab, and stormed out when her 
credit card was declined. She went 
to a nearby clothing store, where 
she got undressed and tried to buy 
$740 worth of clothing, but her credit 
card was declined again. She went 
to another bar and was arrested. 

BACK AGAIN SO SOON?: 
Just 20 minutes after he was 
released from prison, a man car-
jacked a 16-year-old girl’s vehicle in 

the Browne’s Addition neighborhood 
of Spokane, Wash. He was back in  
lockup a couple of hours later. 

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST 
LOOK: Police, who were called to 
a Home Depot parking lot in Bethel 
Park, Pa., where a woman was 
passed out in her car, found $1,300 
worth of stolen merchandise in her 
vehicle from Home Depot, Bed Bath 
& Beyond, Giant Eagle, Macy’s 
DICK’s Sporting Goods, Target, and 
Walmart. 

She had been waiting for an 
accomplice, who was shoplifting 
more goods at the time. Both were 
arrested when he returned to the 
vehicle. 

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
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know little about crane flies in gen-
eral. Some drink water and nectar 
but not all. I guess with a 3-day life 
span you don’t have to be durable, 
so that must explain their fragility 
and lack of need for sustenance.

Despite their common name, 
they do not actually eat mosqui-
toes. Sometimes they eat the 
mosquito larvae but not enough to 

actually consider them mosquito 
hawks or mosquito eaters. So they 
wouldn’t be considered a way to 
get rid of mosquitoes naturally.

I put the computer printout 
inside a plastic bag, along with 
the paper towel carrying the two 
deceased mosquito hawks lying in 
state. I arrived at my son’s house 
and gathered the three youngest 
children (Lottie, almost 3, Sissy 
Boo, 4 ½, and Bubba, 7) to attend 

my show-and-tell presentation.
I should have known I was in 

trouble when the middle child, 
Sissy Boo, a practical female, 
inquired about the paper towel. “Is 
that their blanket?” 

I tried to explain the paper 
towel and finally came up with 
an answer. “It’s a soft surface for 
them to lie on.”

I further explained these mos-
quito hawks were dead. Lottie 
asked, “Why are they dead?” I 
rushed on past that.

I explained that these fragile 
creatures don’t even land on them. 
“They fly into the walls and win-
dows trying to get away from you.”

Bubba then blew on the car-

casses, and the one closest to him 
was gone with the wind. He then 
insisted that they do indeed eat 
mosquitoes. “Why is the one in the 
picture so big?” he inquired. I then 
tried to explain: “I enlarged the 
picture so it would be easier for 
you to see.”

Bubba, in his 7-year-old 
wisdom, said, “Well, it is a really 
big one.”

They all ran off, distracted by 
the television, the dog - or just to 
run off. I looked at the success of 
my mission or lack thereof. 

The two girls acknowledged that 
crane flies don’t eat or bite. Lottie 
found out that they are fragile 
when she easily smashed the 

corpse.
Bubba knew they are exception-

ally light as he puffed, and one of 
the carcasses was carried away 
by his breath. Sissy Boo was still 
concerned that they didn’t have 
blankets.

I was happy that there wasn’t 
a test to show what they learned 
from my presentation.

 I learned that I should choose 
to do this again - but with one child 
at a time.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton 
TX. 77516.)

GRANDPA (From Page 1)

BC College president announces retirement
Dr. Millicent M. Valek, president 

of Brazosport College (BC), has 
announced her intentions to retire in 
January 2022.

Dr. Valek became the fourth 
president of BC in 1996 and is the 
college’s longest-serving president, 

now in her 
25th year as 
Chief Exec-
utive Officer. 
Prior to join-
ing BC, Dr. 
Valek served 
as Vice 
President for 
Academic 
Affairs at 
Arizona 

Western College and as Director 
of Faculty Development at Austin 
Community College. She is a proud 
Longhorn, having earned her Ph.D. 
from the University of Texas at 
Austin.

“It is my great honor to serve as 
the President of Brazosport College. 
It is a privilege to work with an out-
standing Board of Regents, faculty 
and staff and Foundation Board as 
well as great community, industry, 
and educational partners. Working 
together, we have accomplished 
goals that truly make a difference 
in the lives of our students and 
the community we serve,” said Dr. 
Valek. “I look forward to a robust 
plan of work leading into 2022 as 
we continue to keep our eye on the 
North Star — student success.”

During her tenure, she led Bra-
zosport College to many achieve-
ments, including being named twice 

by the Aspen Institute as one of the 
Top 10 Community Colleges in the 
nation. Additionally, she has guided 
through recovery and response 
efforts to Hurricane Ike in 2008, 
Hurricane Harvey in 2018 and the 
ongoing COVID-19 pandemic.

Under Dr. Valek’s leadership, 
Brazosport College has been desig-
nated a Leader College of Distinc-
tion by Achieving the Dream, gained 
legislative authority to offer one 
of the first baccalaureate degrees 
at a Texas community college, 
successfully completed two capital 
campaigns and a bond referendum 
election, which paved the way in 
building The Clarion at Brazosport 
College; the Dow Academic Center 
at Brazosport College; the BASF 
Center for Process Technology; the 
Byron and Sandra Sadler Health 
Professions/Science Complex; 
the BCPC Welding Technologies 
Lab; the Bill & Julia May Children’s 
Center, the Corporate Learning 
Center at Brazosport College, the 
MEGlobal Student Pavilion, as well 
as the revitalization of the Library & 
Student Resource Center.

“Dr. Valek will be sorely missed 
at Brazosport College, but we are 
thrilled for her to experience this 
next chapter of her life with her 
husband, John May. On behalf of 
the Brazosport College Board of 
Regents, we thank Dr. Valek for her 
leadership, and we admire her ded-
ication, work ethic and commitment 
to student success at Brazosport 
College,” said Chair of Brazosport 
College’s Board of Regents, Caro-
lyn Johnson.
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the checks, anyway.
I stopped trusting our copper 

pipes and thought about re-pip-
ing the whole house, but first we 
needed to solve this immediate 
problem.

One of the Houston TV stations 
ran a headline on its webpage: 
“How do you know if your home’s 
pipes burst during the freezing 
weather?”

I know; I know. When it starts 
raining from your ceiling. When 
yellow spots appear on the ceiling. 
When water fills up the light fixtures 
that were, luckily, turned off.

In our case, all of the above, and 
one more - when you hear a gush-
ing sound coming from the attic.

“What’s that noise?” I asked early 
one morning as I got up and made 
my water checks. “Do you hear it? 
It’s like a pipe leaking.”

It was the sound of a distant 
train passing through Angleton. 
Then the train blew its whistle, and 
it convinced me that my pipes had 
not gone crazy again.

“Is that water dripping?”
No, it was the clock on the wall 

in the other room. It still makes that 
ticking sound and has a big hand 
and a little hand.

“What’s that sound?”
It was workers hammering away 

at the house across the street, 
repairing the weather damage 
there. That makes sense. It 
sounded like water running. 

I used to sleep with an air filter 
turned on at night to help muffle 
some of the noise the cats make 
at all hours, like endlessly digging 
in the litter box. I think one of them 
does it on purpose just to wake us 
up.

Now I sleep in complete silence. I 
want to hear everything, and I want 

to be woken up by strange noises, 
except for the cat litter being 
scratched.

I turn the TV sound on so that I 
can barely hear it and program it so 
that it shuts off by itself in about 30 
minutes.

Then I fall asleep in silence and 
stay asleep until something wakes 
me up. Then I go on water checks, 
go back to sleep and wake up again 
when the cat starts scratching the 

litter box. Then I go on another 
water check.

I have diagnosed myself as 
suffering from PTSD-LWP (leaking 
water pipes). There is no known 
cure for this except for the pipes not 
to leak for a long time.

I have shared my condition with 
others who have had pipes leaking 
after the freeze, and they have 
recounted similar behavior patterns 
of their own.

Except for plumbers. The ones 
who have worked on my house also 
had pipes burst and weren’t that 
concerned. I wouldn’t be, either, if 
I were a plumber. Like, I wouldn’t 
be all that concerned about my car 
breaking down if I were a mechanic.

“What’s that sound?”
It’s the wind. I could have sworn 

it sounded like water flowing. Well, 
it’s time for another water check, 
anyway.

PIPES (From Page 1)

At the recent annual Board of 
Directors of the Brazoria Heritage 
Foundation meeting, the retiring 
board members were honored 
with a plaque and certificates. 
Pictured left to right are:  Frank 
Petteway, member for several 
years; President David Jordan, 
making presentations; Joyce Lee 
Brooks and Sarah Lamb.

Retiring from the board



Where to egg hunt this year Where to egg hunt this year 
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

There usually are so many 
Easter egg hunts in our area that 
it’s difficult for parents to choose 
where to take their children, but 
this is 2021, and the coronavirus 
is still circulating among us, so 
some cities have canceled their 

egg hunts, including Angleton and 
Lake Jackson.

In some cases, it was a matter 
of not knowing what to expect as 
far as the status of the virus and 
what would be allowed, one city 
parks and recreation official told The 
Bulletin.

“We didn’t know what to plan,” 

she said, adding that it takes a lot 
of time to prepare for egg hunts for 
1,200 participants.

Many families will opt to host 
egg hunts at their or a relative’s 
home, perhaps combining backyard 
barbecues or turkey or ham dinners 
with a search for the colorful plastic 
containers of candy, or the hand-

dyed real thing. Dying eggs as a 
family can be a treat a day or two 
before Easter (and refrigerating 
them before the hunt) that can pro-
vide lasting memories, some cute 
pictures and giggles.

For those children who still want 
to go to a big public egg hunt, there 
are a couple of options.

Clute Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment has organized an Easter egg 
hunt for Thursday, April 1, at 6:45 
p.m. in Clute Municipal Park. It is 
free and open to the public and is 
for children 12 and under, and age 
groups will be divided. 

The Easter Bunny will come to 
the event, so families are encour-
aged to bring baskets for collecting 
eggs and cameras for taking pic-
tures. At 8 p.m., the movie, “Dora & 
the Lost City of Gold,” will be shown 
to end the evening. For information, 
call (979) 265-8392.

Also on April 1, the Alvin Parks & 
Recreation Department will hold its 
egg hunt, but registration is required 
for it. It also is for ages 12 and 
under. It will be a “Lights Out” after-
dark hunt at 8 p.m. at Bob Briscoe 
Park.

 The Easter Bunny will also make 
an appearance at this evening 
event. Registration must be done 
online, and parents will need 
to create an account to register 
children. For information, call (281) 
388-4299 or see www.alvin-tx.gov.

After the children’s hunt, there will 
be an adult egg hunt 9 to 10 p.m. 
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BASF & You
We create chemistry!
BASF believes in sustaining our future, 

through our products that improve 

quality of life, by supporting our 

communities who support us, and by 

providing educational opportunities 

for our leaders of tomorrow. 
www.basf.com 
www.basf.us/texas

at the same park. Tickets for $15 
and pre-registration for the adult 
hunt in Alvin is required.

On Friday, April 2, the Var-
ner-Hogg State Historical Site in 
West Columbia will host Governor 
Hogg’s Easter Egg Hunt starting 
at 10 a.m. with thousands of 
plastic eggs filled with candy or 
a small toy for children 12 and 
under to find. There will be age 
divisions, and parents can assist 
children age 2 and under.

Children will be admitted free, 
but a donation is requested from 
adults to the historical site, which 
usually charges an admittance 
fee.

“Gov. Hogg” will be attending, 
reading The Adventures of Peter 
Rabbit” to the children, and there 
will be games and activities in 
The Corral at the park. The Easter 
Bunny will be attending this hunt 
also, so parents should bring 
baskets and cameras. For more 
information, call (979)345-4656, 
ext. 24.

Some churches will be hosting 
egg hunts or special activities in 
addition to holding Easter services 
celebrating the resurrection of 
Christ, so check with your or other 
churches for information. 
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66th San Jacinto Festival in West Columbia
This year’s San Jacinto Festi-

val will be held April 16-17 and  is 
coming back bigger and better than 
ever! 

 Headliner and Nashville musi-
cian Cole Degges will rock the 
house on Friday night, April 17, to 
launch us into the weekend festiv-
ities. Saturday night will highlight 
Sound Castle, and both concerts 
are FREE. This family friendly 
weekend will feature a 5K run for 
adults and a 1K for children.  

More highlights include the San 
Jacinto Parade, Trade Days in the 
First Capitol Park, Antique Car 
Show and KidZone.   

The Belle Beauty Pageants, 
including the coronation of the Belle 
of the Brazos, Little Belle and Beau, 
and Little Mister and Belle, will take 
place during the festival weekend.

The BBQ Cook-Off is more com-
petitive than ever, since Brisket has 

a $1,000 cash prize.  
Children particularly will enjoy the 

KidZone, which includes two days 
of  bouncy houses, face painting, 
petting zoo and other activities for 
one low price of $5. 

Be sure to attend special 
activities at the historical Varner 
Hogg Plantation, the jewel of West 
Columbia! More details are coming.

West Columbia, the first capitol 
of an independent Texas, has cel-
ebrated its history annually, except 
for 2020. Columbia was chosen 
as the capitol in 1836 because it 
had the most permanent buildings 
and the largest newspaper in the 
republic. The distinction lasted 
three months before the govern-
ment decamped to the new town of 
Houston, 55 miles north.

While visiting West Columbia, 
make sure you check out the First 
Capitol replica near City Hall.

Easter dirt cake
fun to make, eat

By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Dirt cake is one of my favorite 
things to make for Easter, and it 
is so fun to make with kids! Listed 
below is exactly what you need for 
the dessert.

Ingredients: 
-1 (5.1 to 5.9-ounce) large box of 

instant chocolate pudding
-3 cups milk
-1 package spring Oreos
-2 cups sweetened shredded 

coconut
-green food coloring
-1 package Peeps bunnies or 

more to decorate
-M&Ms candy eggs-Easter Candy

Instructions: 
You’ll need a 9x13 pan to get 

started. 
Get the Oreos and crush them in 

a ziplock bag. You can have fun with 
this one by letting the kids crush 
them! Set this crushed mixture 
aside - it will become your dirt layer 
later on. 

Then, using an electric mixer, 
whisk the pudding mix and milk for 
5 minutes, until the pudding is thick 
and smooth.

Pour the pudding in the 9x13 dish 
in an even layer. This is your mud 
layer. 

Pour the crushed Oreo mixture 
over the pudding layer in the pan. 
This is your dirt layer. 

In a large Ziploc bag, mix the 
coconut and a little green food 
coloring. Shake the bag well until 
the food coloring is evenly distrib-
uted, and the coconut turns green 
as grass. 

Spread the coconut over the Oreo 
dirt layer. There’s now grass on top 
of your dirt layers! 

Lastly, it is time to decorate with 
the Easter candy. Place bunny or 
chick peeps and eggs as you wish.  

It’s as easy as that! This is a great 
recipe because it’s so simple and 
fun to make, and the ingredients are 
inexpensive.

I hope you enjoy this recipe for 
this colorful Easter cake and create 
family memories with it. 

Who knows, maybe it will become 
your family’s new Easter tradition! 
I know it has become one in our 
house, and we can’t wait to make it 
this year!

Whitfield, left, and his uncle, David, enjoyed making Easter dirt cake. 

HAPPY EASTER FROM THE BULLETIN
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Gina Renee's Catering

have a happy Easter!
CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ON FACEBOOK CONTACTLESS

MEALS AVAILABLE FOR PICK-UP AT 2 HEMLOCK PL. IN ANGLETON

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675 Search "GinaReneesCatering"

Fill Easter baskets with inexpensive ‘retro’ gifts
Easter is filled with fun activities, 

and the Spring weather makes it the 
perfect time to get outside and have 
fun with the kids. 

Don’t know what to put in the kids 
Easter baskets this year? It doesn’t 
have to be hard or expensive. Kids 
enjoy the small things. 

Here are some fun items to get 
your kids outside that they will enjoy.

• Bubbles. Most kids love playing 
with bubbles. You can get the 
small bubbles, or the huge bubble 
wands. There’s even an electric 
bubble machine that will continue to 
make bubbles that the kids can run 
through. You can’t go wrong with 
bubbles.

• Sidewalk Chalk. What’s better 
than cute kid drawings over your 
entire walk path or driveway? Side-
walk chalk is inexpensive, and kids 

can have fun for hours with it. They 
can even draw hopscotch or play 
more games with the chalk. They 
make all kinds of chalk now, even 
chalk in the shape of Easter eggs. 

• Jump ropes/Hula hoops. This is 
a fun one; the kids can count how 
many times they can jump on the 
jump rope without stopping or how 
many circles they can hula hoop. 
You can turn it into a fun game and 
make it an obstacle course. 

• Water fun. This can be anything 
from a water gun to a kiddie pool. It 
gets hot in Brazoria County, so this 
is a great gift to last throughout the 
summer. It will also keep your little 
one cool during those hot days!

• Books. Keep them busy by 
having them read a book, or you 
read to them. Books are great for 
kids because they are entertaining, 

and they also help with their devel-
opment. 

• Balls. Any type of ball that they 
can throw or kick or have fun with 
outside or inside.

• Candy. You can’t go wrong with 
candy for Easter! Sure, they are 
getting candy in eggs, but get some 
of their favorites, such as the large 
chocolate bunnies. 

HAPPY EASTER FROM THE BULLETIN
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1/2 OFF
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Come rent a space at our place! 

the Dead Ball era superstar William 
Ellsworth Hoy, who had the then-ac-
ceptable but today unthinkable nick-
name “Dummy.” Hoy’s nickname 
never offended him. He promptly 
reminded those who addressed him 
as Bill or William that he preferred 
“Dummy.”

In Hoy’s 14 years that began in 
1888 and ended in 1902, he demon-
strated Hall of Fame credentials. 
Hoy, who played in four different 
major leagues, could hit - .288, steal 
bases and cover a wide swatch of 
center field grass; he set long-stand-
ing games played, assists and out-
field double plays records. In 1889, 
playing for the Louisville Colonels, 
Hoy also set an MLB record, since 
tied twice, by throwing out three 
runners at home in one game. The 
catcher who recorded the outs was 
baseball immortal Connie Mack.

A historic baseball moment 
occurred in 1902 when Hoy, then 
with the Reds, batted against the 
Giants’ Taylor - the only time two 
deaf players faced each other, 
pitcher versus batter. When Hoy first 
took his place in the batter’s box, 
he signed to Taylor, “I’m glad to see 
you!” and then singled crisply to 
center. Modern day fans mistakenly 

attribute Hoy for having developed 
hand signals for outfield play. 
Instead, his fellow outfielders waited 
to hear Hoy’s call - his roommate 
Tommy Leach called it “a little 
squeaky sound” - indicating that he 
was about to make the catch. Efforts 
to get Hoy inducted into the HOF, 
mostly led by the USA Deaf Sports 
Federation, fell short. But Hoy was 
a beloved figure wherever he went 
until his 1961 death at age 99.

Post-1961, medical science made 
huge advancements in hearing 
impairment treatment. The improve-
ments helped New York Yankee 
jack-of-all-trades Gil McDougald 
who played 10 seasons, including 
as part of eight pennant-winning 
teams and six World Series crowns, 
while alternating between second, 
third and shortstop with equal skill. 
All-Star voters elected McDougald, 
the 1951 Rookie of the Year, to the 
mid-season classic six times at all 
three positions.

McDougald is inexorably linked 
to Cleveland Indians’ flamethrower 
Herb Score when in 1957 his line 
drive struck the lefty in his eye and 
nearly blinded him, a tragedy from 
which the Yankee batsman never 
fully recovered.

Years later, and well after his 
Yankees’ 1961 retirement, McDou-

gald would have his own sensory 
challenges. Struck by an errant 
batting practice ball back in 1955, 
McDougald, now a Fordham 
University coach, noticed a hearing 
loss that gradually became more 
pronounced. Eventually, McDougald 
withdrew from society. He sold 
his businesses, stopped using the 
phone, and unable to understand 
family table-talk, dined alone in his 
room.

By the late 1980s, McDougald 
was totally deaf. But when a New 
York Times sports reporter wrote 
about McDougald’s deafness, New 
York University Medical Center’s 
otolaryngology chief received the 
struggling ex-player’s permission 
to perform a cochlear implant. Six 
weeks later, McDougald could hear 
again, and he campaigned until 
his death at age 82 for others to 
undergo the procedure.

Like Taylor, Sipek, Pride and 
Hoy before him, McDougald was 
admired among his peers and is an 
inspiration to the world’s 400 million 
hearing-impaired and all baseball 
fans everywhere.

Joe Guzzardi is a Society for 
Baseball Research and Inter-
net Baseball Writers Association 
member. Contact him at guzzjoe@
yahoo.com.

BASEBALL (From Page 1)

One day, Lacey saw me opening 
the front door to check the mailbox 
and took that opportunity to slip out 
into the front yard. It was not fenced, 
and traffic in the street was dynamic.

She was usually very good about 
staying in the house, but she had 
an incentive to escape today. Our 
young neighbor, Sarah, was in the 
front yard watching her son ride his 
new bike up and down the sidewalk 
while she fed her toddler.

Lacey was a mousy little dog 
who came into her own when she 
had that first litter of puppies. She 
adored being a momma, but during 
her last pregnancy she got milk 
fever, and we decided it best not to 
breed her again. 

Her “momma” instincts, though, 
still lingered. Every time she heard a 
puppy cry – even on TV – she would 
search for it so she could “mother” 
that baby. Her matriarchal reflexes 
did not stop with puppies. She would 
mother all young things from kittens 
to human babies. When she heard 

any distress call, Momma Lacey 
was there to the rescue, to comfort 
and quiet little ones’ fears.

That day, Sarah’s baby, Kim, 
was teething and fussing as her 
mom attempted to feed her. When I 
opened the front door, Lacey heard 
the baby cry and was gone like a 
shot to help. Before I could stop her, 
Lacey had run next door to where 
Sarah and Kim were sitting on a 
blanket. Lacey immediately stood 
on her hind feet and started licking 
Kim’s face. The child was startled at 
first and drew back. 

But I said, “It’s O.K., she won’t 
hurt you. Those are just puppy 
kisses.” Kim relaxed, stopped fuss-
ing and began to pet Lacey while 
she continued to lick Kim’s face. 

Sarah was relieved – she said 
that was the first time that day Kim 
had settled down. When it was time 
to go home, I literally had to pull 
Lacey away from Kim’s grasp.

After that incident, when both our 
dogs and Sarah and her kids were 
each in our fenced-in backyards, 
Lacey would always run to the 

fence, wag her tail and excitedly 
greet Kim, who always responded 
with a smile and an outreached 
hand. If she could reach Lacey to 
pet her, Kim would. Sarah and I 
thought this bond between dog and 
baby was delightful and were glad 
the two had found each other.

Spring had sprung, and Sarah 
and her husband had built a play 
fort in the backyard for the kids to 
play in while they planted flowers in 
the flowerbeds. I noticed that when 
I was cooking in my kitchen and the 
kids were playing in their backyard 
next door, Lacey would cry to go out 
more and more often. 

I’d let Lacey out in the backyard 
while I was finishing supper each 
day and could hear the squeals of 
laughter from Kim next door when 
she caught a glimpse of Lacey.

 When the kids were playing, it 
got harder and harder to get Lacey 
to come back in the house. Finally, 
one afternoon, Lacey did not come 
back at all when I called, and it was 
eerily quiet in the neighbor’s back-
yard. So, wondering if something 

was amiss, I dried my hands and 
went to see what was happening.

 As I cleared the corner of the 
house and looked in the direction 
of our neighbors’ yard, I witnessed 
what was going on just about the 
time Sarah looked up from her 
flower bed to check on her suddenly 
silent toddler.

There, both clinging to the chain 
link fence that separated them, 
were Lacey and Kim. They had 

each pulled up to the eye level of 
the other and were intent on joyfully 
touching tongues through the links 
of the fence. Sarah and I simultane-
ously started laughing and went to 
separate our “kids”. “It’s O.K., I said, 
“Lacey’s had all her shots, and, after 
all, it’s just puppy kisses.”

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

PUPPY (From Page 1)

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. Meals 
served at 11:30 a.m. All ages wel-
come. Meals on wheels available 
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 
sugar meals available - call before 8 
a.m. Take-out meals - call by 10:30 
a.m. to be picked up after 11 a.m.

Wednesday, March 31: Mexican 

casserole, pinto beans, vegetable 
medley, slaw, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, April 1: Steak fingers, 
gravy, tater tots, carrots, peaches 
& cottage cheese, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Friday, April 2: CLOSED on 
GOOD FRIDAY.
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DID YOU KNOW?

But we all have one thing in 
common: We hope the typical one-
hour sessions several times a week 
will help us get better… or at least 
not regress. 

While waiting for my therapist 
and watching others arrive for ther-
apy, I often wonder about individual 
cases.  What cruel twist of fate has 
brought them to the clinic?  

Were they born disabled or, like 
me, did they become disabled late 
in life? Were they in an accident, or 
did their health fail them? Will they 
recover, or is a permanent disability 
their destiny? 

Here are a couple of their stories:
The doctor was scheduled to 

begin a week’s vacation with a Sat-
urday round of golf with a buddy. 

Just as the doctor was loading 
his clubs into his car, his buddy 
called and canceled. The doctor 
decided to skip golf and work 
around the house. A tree needed 
cutting.

The tree fell on the doctor, dam-
aging his spine. When I last spoke 
to him, he was in a wheelchair, but 
hopeful about returning to work. 

The doctor, of course, is not the 
only person injured by a falling 
tree. Talk about fate! On July 14, 
1984, Greg Abbott, at age 26, was 
paralyzed below the waist when an 

oak tree fell on him while he was 
jogging following a storm. Like me, 
the current governor underwent 
extensive rehabilitation at TIRR 
Memorial Hermann but has been in 
a wheelchair ever since.)

Then there is the young truck 
driver who was hauling sand for 
use at drilling sites in the Perm-
ian Basin. He already had made 
numerous runs during the day, but 
his company asked for a volunteer 
to make one last run that night.  
Despite being tired, the young 
trucker raised his hand.

When the trucker didn’t show at 
the drilling site on time, a search 
began. Several hours later, the 
trucker was found paralyzed and 
almost dead. His truck had run off 
the road.

 When I last saw him, he was 
learning to feed himself and worry-
ing about what the future held. 

One young woman’s story hits 
close to home.

She had finished showering.  
There was no hint of what would 
happen next. When she stepped 
out of the shower, her legs col-
lapsed, and she fell to the ground.  
Just like that.

She was eventually diagnosed 
with transverse myelitis, the same 
rare inflammatory disease that put 
me in a wheelchair. 

When I last spoke with her, she 

was hoping to buy hand controls for 
her car so she could at least drive.

You would think being at the 
clinic might be depressing. For me, 
at least, it isn’t. My twice-a-week 
visits give me a chance to see the 
human spirit soar. 

I am often inspired by the resil-
ience of so many disabled persons.  
Many struggle against the odds 
while carrying themselves with dig-
nity despite the indignities thrown 
their way.  

I admire the caregivers, particu-
larly family members. Many have 
given up on their dreams to help a 
loved one.

Of course, there are the thera-
pists. Most handle seven patients a 
day. They are dedicated and always 
offer encouragement.

Most of all, when I am going 
through therapy at the clinic, I am 
always reminded of a couple of 
things.

Although I can’t walk, I have 
upper body strength. I can think. 
I can drive. I can read. I can still 
go see my granddaughters and 
daughter. And I have a wonderful 
wife who supports me.

Things could be so much worse. 
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

REHAB (From Page 1)

On arrival, I noticed a digital 
deep fryer thermometer with six 
ports near the fire pit. I wondered 
out loud if pioneers had those tools, 
then asked where our son found 
such a thing.

He said it was a gift. To his wife. 
For her birthday. He said, and I 
quote, “Whatever it takes to keep 
her happy.”

Then the husband asked if some 
of the cinder blocks in the chimney 
portion of the fire pit were straight, 
further noting that he had seen 
maple syrup made years ago, and 
they had done it a different way. At 
that point, we had crossed the line.

Now, after watching more and 
talking less, we understand the 
process.

You place two pans of sap over 
a fire that is hotter at the back than 
the front. When the pan over the 
high heat grows too hot, you cool it 
down by ladling sap from the cooler 

batch.
When wood supply for the fire 

pit grows sparse, you have your 
5-year-old bat her big eyes at 
your father-in-law, who abruptly 
disappears, but soon returns with a 
big load of wood and dumps it near 
the fire pit.

Then tell your 9-year-old it 
is their lucky day because they 
can learn to split wood. Thrilled, 
they begin channeling young Abe 
Lincoln.

The fire roars louder, the wind 
blows, and the smoke shifts. Every-
one begins moving around the pit, 
waving smoke from their eyes. It’s 
like line dancing in a circle.

Hours later, some say the hotter 
pan is taking on an amber glow. 
Others say it is not. Others say to 
look at it from a different angle, 
and our son tells the kids they can 
take Grandpa and Grandma into 
the woods to see the trees they 
tapped.

We walk a good distance when 

one of the kids says, “When we go 
with Dad, he takes the Gator, and 
we can make it to the trees in about 
five minutes. On foot, it takes half 
an hour to get there and a half-hour 
back.”

We kick leaves, slide in the mud, 
gather some moss, enjoy the scen-
ery and the company and check 
a few buckets for sap. The boys 
insist we follow the creek back to 
the path, as there is something 
interesting for us to see.

Eventually we return to the fire 
where the sap truly is taking on a 
beautiful amber glow. We head for 
home and late that night receive a 
picture of five pints of maple syrup 
in glass jars. Only 12 gallons and 
three more pints to go.

(Lori Borgman is a columnist, 
author and speaker. Her new book, 
“What Happens at Grandma’s 
Stays at Grandma’s” is now avail-
able. Email her at lori@loriborg-
man.com.)

©2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC

SYRUP (From Page 1)

Have you ever heard the old saying:  “Don’t bother me with 
the facts, my mind is made up!”? Unfortunately, there are far 
too many people who hold to this philosophy where the Bible 
is concerned. Whenever they read the Bible, they always read it 
through the lens of their peculiar denominational traditions.

You might ask at this point: “Wait a minute, didn’t Paul 
the apostle urge Christians to “…keep the traditions just as I 
delivered them to you”? (1 Corinthians 11:2). Yes, he certainly 
did. In fact, he also told the Thessalonians: “Therefore, breth-
ren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, 
whether by word or our epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15), and he 
also instructed the church to withdraw from every brother who 
walks disorderly and not according to the “tradition” which he 
had delivered to them (3:6). However,  Paul’s word “tradition” 
meant something different than people today mean by a “tradi-
tion.”

If you read the context of each of these statements, you will 
realize that Paul equated the word “tradition” with the com-
mandments of God. He wasn’t telling us to adhere to culturally 
and familiarly developed patterns of behavior.  Rather, Paul 
required his audience to keep the “commandments” which he 
delivered to them.  Please note that Paul said that “keeping the 
commandments of God is what matters” (1 Corinthians 7:19). 
And, again: “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spir-
itual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you 
are the commandments of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 14:37). Paul 
also told the Thessalonians: “…for you know what command-
ments we gave you through the Lord Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 
4:2).

Friends, you and I cannot afford to view faith in Christ as a 
mere habit or human tradition; we must recognize that faith and 
salvation are a matter of believing the truth and keeping the 
commandments of God (John 8:24; John 14:15).

Do you want to learn what the commandments of God are? 
Please join us this week for a Bible study, and we will find them 
together.

Are You Interested In 
Truth Or Tradition?

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. 

Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 

Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

• In 1830, the average person over 15 years of age drank 88 bottles of 
whiskey a year. About one bottle every four days.

• For caffeine addicts, coffee doesn’t actually increase alertness above 
baseline levels. It just reverses the fatiguing effects of acute caffeine with-
drawal.

• Just one cup of black coffee can burn calories and promote weight loss.
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Prices Good Thru 04-06-21
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Stay on 
top of the tasks and obligations 
you’ve agreed to handle in the 
week ahead. A partner or loved one 
might be immersed in fulfilling their 
own responsibilities, which can 
make it challenging to find time to 
spend together.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
There are plenty of fish in the sea, 
so if one friend isn’t available, 
another can fill in. As the week 
unfolds, you may find it is reward-
ing to be methodical about your 
tasks and abide by the rules.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): As 
this week goes by, you may often 
be reminded that being neat and 
organized can make your life 
easier. There likely will be time to 
rearrange your desk so that every-
thing is where you can find it when 
needed.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You might be put in contact with 
someone who wishes to change 
the world, so enjoy seeing a 
different perspective. As the week 
unfolds, you may become more 
aware of the ways traditions enrich 
your family life.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
By now, you may have realized 
that addressing problems as they 
occur can erase the worries that 
bog you down. In the week ahead, 
the good example that you set can 
filter down to loved ones who might 
imitate your efficiency.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
“Everything changes” could 
become your favorite motto as you 
learn to flow with the times and 
adapt to new concepts. Friends 
could encourage you to schedule 
more time for entertainment in the 
upcoming week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Take pride in showing that you 
can be a responsible and reliable 
individual as this week goes by. 
You may find yourself locked into 
important routines that prevent you 
from hanging out with friends.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You might be torn in different direc-
tions when friends go against the 
status quo or become involved in 
new interests. Part of you wants to 
join them, but another part of you 
may be doubtful. Remain balanced 
this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): During the week ahead, you 
may face a gap in your knowledge 
that must be filled. The subject 
could be formidable and challenge 
you to commit to learning. You’ll 
likely succeed in mastering the 
subject if you persevere.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You might not be able to power 
through obstacles to reach your 
objectives in the upcoming week. 
Exercise patience and self-disci-
pline to help reach your goals. Your 
persistence and refusal to quit can 
eventually pay off.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
The determination to attain your 
career aspirations might grow as 
this week unfolds. You may need 
some extra knowledge, a profes-
sional certification or additional 
experience to improve your 
resume.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):  
Interacting with an array of people 
and forming new friendships in the 
week ahead might give you new 
perspective on your place in the 
world. And yet you’ll also see the 
things people have in common.

Bulletin horoscope

March 30
1909 - The Queensboro bridge in 

New York opened linking Manhattan 
and Queens. It was the first double 
decker bridge.

1950 - The invention of the pho-
totransistor was announced.

1950 - U.S. President Truman 
denounced Senator Joe McCarthy 
as a saboteur of U.S. foreign policy.

March 31
1880 - Wabash, IN, became the 

first town to be completely illumi-
nated with electric light.

1889 - In Paris, the Eiffel Tower 
officially opened.

1900 - In France, the National 
Assembly passed a law reducing 
the workday for women and children 
to 11 hours.

1918 - For the first time in the 
U.S., Daylight Saving Time went 
into effect.

April 1
1891 - The William Wrigley Jr. 

Company was founded in Chicago, 
IL. The company is most known for 
its Juicy Fruit gum.

1924 - Adolf Hitler was sentenced 

to five years in prison for high 
treason in relation to the “Beer Hall 
Putsch.”

1927 - The first automatic record 
changer was introduced by His 
Master’s Voice.

April 2
1877 - The first Egg Roll was held 

on the grounds of the White House 
in Washington, DC.

1902 - The first motion picture 
theatre opened in Los Angeles with 
the name Electric Theatre.

1917 - U.S. President Woodrow 
Wilson presented a declaration of 
war against Germany to the U.S. 
Congress.

1995 - The costliest strike in 
professional sports history ended 
when baseball owners agreed to let 
players play without a contract.

April 3
1882 - The American outlaw 

Jesse James was shot in the back 
and killed by Robert Ford for a 
$5,000 reward. There was later con-
troversy over whether it was actually 
Jesse James that had been killed.

1936 - Richard Bruno Hauptmann 

was executed for the kidnapping 
and death of the son of Charles and 
Anne Lindbergh.

April 4
1841 - U.S. President William 

Henry Harrison, at the age of 68, 
became the first president to die in 
office. He had been sworn in only a 
month before he died of pneumonia.

1949 - Twelve nations signed a 
treaty to create The North Atlantic 
Treaty Organization (NATO).

1967 - The U.S. lost its 500th 
plane over Vietnam.

April 5
1892 - In New York, the Ithaca 

Daily Journal published an ad intro-
ducing a new 10 cent Ice Cream 
Specialty called a Cherry Sunday.

1923 - Firestone Tire and Rubber 
Company began the first regular 
production of balloon tires.

1951 - Americans Julius and 
Ethel Rosenberg were sentenced to 
death for committing espionage for 
the Soviet Union.

1985 - John McEnroe said “any 
man can beat any woman at any 
sport, especially tennis.”

History of the World On This Day

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christian responsibility is to speak truth 
in the midst of an unbelieving world

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: If we fight sin, are we are 
not fighting sinners, and is this 
right? - F.S.

A: Christians understand that 
the world is embroiled in the 
great battle between right and 
wrong, just as the Bible says. 
“Woe to those who call evil good, 
and good evil; who put darkness 
for light, and light for darkness” 
(Isaiah 5:20).

Christian responsibility is to 
speak truth in the midst of an 
unbelieving world. When God’s 
people speak the truth from Scrip-
ture, it does offend. Some Chris-
tians may do this in the wrong 
spirit, but God’s truth remains, 
and God Himself will fight our bat-
tles. But this does not mean that 
Christians are to be silent when 
society assaults the Word of God. 
We must take a stand in light of 
truth - God’s truth.

Mankind has a fighting spirit. 
There are many words that 
express this, and it is important to 
understand their meanings. From 
the beginning, man has fought 
against God and His word. There 
is an expression that says, “Don’t 
fight it - it’s bigger than both of 
us.” But fighting sin is not wrong.

It is important to understand 
that “we do not wrestle against 

flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness 
of this age, against spiritual hosts 
of wickedness in the heavenly 
places” (Ephesians 6:12). The 
battles on earth are far less than 
what is taking place in the heav-
enly realm known to God. But on 
earth He empowers His people to 
be strong and to put on the armor 
of God.

Just as the American military 
fights to protect the nation’s free-
doms, God’s people ought to fight 
for His truth because it is the only 
hope that mankind has to live in 
freedom for eternity.

DID YOU KNOW?
• The second man to go over Niagara Falls in a barrel survived the fall but 

later died as a result of slipping on a piece of orange peel.
• The removal of Skymall magazines from American Airlines flights 

saved the company an estimated $350,000 per year in fuel costs, thanks to 
reduced weight.

• Southern California experiences about 10,000 earthquakes every year. 
Most of them are too small to feel.

• In Japan, your chances of being killed in a gun homicide are about the 
same as an American’s chance of being killed by lightning — roughly one in 
10 million.

• It’s possible to die from a broken heart.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Turning point
6 Pagoda instruments
11 Outdo
14 Big game setting
15 No-frills type
16 “Yo, Hadrian!”
17 Where the farmer relaxed to 

update the books?
19 Cooper’s creation
20 Not behind

21 Long-term digs in orbit: Abbr.
22 Landscaping stones
24 Three-time Cy Young Award 

winner Scherzer
26 Visibility reducers
27 Story of how the spider monkey 

climbed the tree?
33 Asian language
34 Takes up
35 Cookware brand
36 Dethrones

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
ITALY  INDIA  LATVIA  ANGOLA  AUSTRIA  VIETNAM

38 Low digit
39 Tries
40 One with a password
41 Notably different, with “a”
43 JFK alternative
44 Obstetrician’s job, sometimes?
47 Manicurist’s tool
48 NBC skit show
49 Sad-eyed hound
51 Moody rock genre
53 Not too many
57 Hundred Acre Wood know-it-all
58 Put the fix in on Black Friday?
61 Med. scan
62 “Middlemarch” novelist
63 Mastery
64 Competition pass
65 Nicks
66 Cut back

Down
1 Nickname for Haydn
2 Press
3 Cummerbund alternative
4 As scheduled
5 __ sushi: Japanese sea bream
6 April 1 array
7 Swingers on a perpetual-motion 

desk toy
8 “NCIS: Los Angeles” actress Long
9 Laverne and Shirley, e.g.
10 Vulgar content
11 Is arrested, in slang
12 Exceeding
13 Cello parts
18 Put the kibosh on
23 Sporty Chevy
25 Sounds of realization
26 Sophisticated, in a way, briefly
27 Take a minute
28 Ygritte portrayer on “Game of 

Thrones”
29 __ public
30 Cricket, for one
31 Tee size
32 Idina’s “Frozen” role
33 Vibrant, as colors
37 Cuts back
39 “His Eye Is on the Sparrow,” e.g.
41 Good for growing
42 Do a lawn job
45 Went off course
46 Yukon neighbor
49 Have a rough night at the 

comedy club
50 Not as planned
51 Four-award acronym
52 1969 MLB upstarts
54 Midway event
55 Redbook rival
56 Fuse
59 Sling spirits
60 Deadly biter
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