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Springing up all over TexasSpringing up all over Texas

When the weather cooperates, March, April and 
May are prime blooming months in Texas.

Wildflowers decorate the highways and pastures 
around parts of Texas, making automobile traveling a 
spring treat. 

Dogwood festivals in Woodville and Palestine usu-
ally celebrate the season of these blooming trees with 
special events.

Bluebonnets are in their glory all during April.
One of the oldest bluebonnet trails is in Ennis, fea-

turing more than 40 miles of well-marked routes. 

Trails in Washington County are charted from Bren-
ham and Chappell Hill, while La Grange offers bluebon-
net trails in Fayette County.

Farther west, the Highland Lakes Bluebonnet Trail 
loops through the scenic Hill Country in April.

 In Northeast Texas, a signed wildflower route on the 
last full weekend in April showcases dozens of beauti-
ful wild species between the towns of Avinger, Hughes 
Springs and Linden. 

For a more detailed account of where and when to find 
the best wildflower locations, visit texashighways.com.

Leon Hale remembered by an editor Leon Hale remembered by a student
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The passing of beloved columnist 
Leon Hale brought back memories 
of better times in 
the newspaper 
industry … and 
painful reminders of how much has 
changed.

The Houston Post was prospering 
when I arrived in 1972 to begin my 

first full-time job. The company 
had moved into the modern “Fort 
Hobby” on the Southwest Freeway, 
and the paper was competitive with 

the Chronicle, 
largely because 
of a terrific stable 

of columnists led by Leon.
I remember being wide-eyed 

the first time I walked into the new 

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

There are very few people I have 
known outside my immediate family 
who have influ-
enced my entire 
life - one of those 
was Leon Hale. I was saddened to 
learn that I lost my mentor. He died 
on March 27 at age 99.

Had he lived another two months, 

he would have made it to 100. I was 
born in 1953; Leon’s first column 
appeared in The Houston Post in 
1954. 

Our paths 
crossed when I was 
an impressionable 

kid. My family especially benefited 
from his columns in the springtime. 
His stories about short trips inspired 

The View from My Seat Memories are made of this

Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

For the past couple of years, I’ve 
put in my recommended thirty min-
utes of rigorous near-death exertion 
per day by watching Netflix while 
pedaling a recumbent stationary 
bicycle, the piece of exercise equip-
ment that most closely resembles a 
recliner.

On a recent evening, determined 
to pay for the crime against my arter-
ies I’d just committed at the local 
Chinese buffet, I began my evening 
workout regimen with some high-im-
pact stretching. This warm-up 
involved lying on the floor in front 
of the television, breathing heavily 
amid occasional bodily noises and 
strenuously clicking through Netflix 
in search of some high-quality 

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I was in the backyard watching 
my cats chasing bugs and listening 
to birds singing and a young squirrel 
complaining.

At least I think it was complaining. 
It made the same sound over and 
over like it wants the cats to get out 
of his yard. I don’t know if it was a 
male or female, but I could tell that it 
was ticked off.

I put some pecans on the fence. 
Walnuts are cheaper, but I couldn’t 
find the bag. The squirrel let me 
get pretty near to it before climbing 

up the tree; then the complaints 
continued.

The cats were only interested in 
flying bugs and ignored the squirrel, 
who returned after I left to check 
out his new goodies - while still 
complaining.

Then it shut up and got down to 
some serious eating. After finishing, 
it complained again because the 
cats were still in his yard.

Another squirrel in the next yard 
started complaining. I wonder if they 
have some sort of pipeline set up to 
inform each other to stay away from 
my backyard (or is it theirs?) while 
the cats are there?

This was a new litter of squirrels 
born in the winter in a nest built in 
a tree in the backyard. The nest 
has been there for a while. When I 
had the tree cut back last summer, 
I made sure the nests were not 
disturbed.

I was surprised that the young 
ones (pups) survived the freeze. 
I think that may be because they 
sought shelter in my neighbor’s attic, 
from where they were subsequently 

Ramblings
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Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

The Bulletin can work with you 
to come up with an affordable 
advertising package. Please 
call (979) 849-5407 to speak to 
one of our friendly sales staff.

One billion tons of water 
falls every minute

Clouds are like floating reservoirs 
of water. Like squeezing a sponge, 
they redistribute water as rain, sleet 
and snow. One billion tons of water 
falls every minute.

On average, the most rainfall 
occurs at the equator and tropical 
regions. This is because it expe-
riences the most heating from the 
sun and has a lot of oceans.

On the other hand, polar regions 
don’t have as much rain because 
the air is dry. For example, Antarc-
tica is the world’s largest desert. 
There’s water there, but precipita-
tion rates are very low.

Severe weather causes 
billions of dollars in damage

Severe weather, like tornadoes, 
hurricanes, and flooding has dis-
placed people from homes. Also, 
weather events cost billions in 
damage per year.

For example, hurricanes cost an 
estimated $28 billion per year just in 
the United States. In 2017, weath-
er-related disasters costed a record 
of $306 billion.

There’s an average of 100,000 
weather-related deaths per year 
across the globe. Drought, heavy 
rains, flooding and heat waves 
account for the most deaths.

Anthony’s Key & Lockout Service
(979) 977-0020 . (713) 501-5625

Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied

Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek
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PET SITTING
PET DAYCARE
“I’ll be there for your 

family pets.”
Call Cindy

(281) 389-0721 (c)
(979) 964-4191 (h)
rascalette2@gmail.com

floating iceberg is 90% submerged, 
10% being the visible tip, a moun-
tain floats on Earth’s semi-liquid 
mantle with only its tip showing.  
Since the continental crust is about 
.85 times as dense as the mantle it 
floats upon, about 85% of a moun-
tain extends beneath the Earth’s 
surface. “So, like floating icebergs, 
mountains are appreciably deeper 
than they are high.”

Another parallel: If you could 
shave off the top of an iceberg, the 
iceberg would now be lighter and 
float back up to around its original 
height. The same is true for the 
mountain. “That’s why it takes 
so long for mountains to weather 
away.”

Man vs. lion vs. Porsche
Q. In a race between you, a lion 

and a Porsche, who gets off the 
line fastest? Assume you’re a top 
sprinter, the lion races toward prey, 
and the car goes from 0 to 60 in 
seven seconds.

A. Surprise: A top human runner 
can accelerate initially at about 10 
meters per second per second, 
matching what a lion can do, 
says R. McNeill Alexander in “The 
Human Machine.”  As for the car, it 
dogs along at about four meters per 
second per second. (The car’s edge 
is that it maintains this acceleration 
much longer.)
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Ultimate proof
Q. It’s been used to trace 

ancestries, solve crimes, assess 
organ donor-recipient compatibility, 
optimize mate selection for endan-
gered species, settle patent cases 
involving genetically engineered 
organisms, identify the origin of 
hides or tusks in suspected poach-
ings, and even to answer historical 
riddles, such as whatever happened 
to the son of Marie-Antoinette fol-
lowing her beheading. What is this 
revolutionary procedure, much in 
the news these days?

A. Right, DNA analysis, useful 
whenever it might be important to 
trace the lineage of humans, ani-
mals or plants, say Mahlon Hoag-
land et al. in “Exploring the Way Life 
Works: The Science of Biology.” 
In 1999, scientists DNA-tested the 
preserved heart of the presumed 
Dauphin Louis XVII of France, son 
of Louis XVI and Marie-Antoinette, 
both guillotined in 1793 at the height 
of the French Revolution. 

The child reportedly died in 
prison, but rumors swirled of his 
escape, and many people claimed 
to be him or one of his descendants.

The child’s heart had been 
removed at autopsy, ending up at 
the royal crypt outside Paris. DNA 
from Marie-Antoinette’s hair follicle 
cells and two of her sisters were 
compared with DNA from the heart 
and from two of the sisters’ living 
descendants. “The comparison 
confirmed that the heart was indeed 
that of the unlucky 10-year-old.”

What’s in a cat’s name
Q. An Ithaca, N.Y., reader writes:  

“A stray cat appeared at my porch 
on Easter morning, and I named it 
‘Easter,’ but whenever I called him, 
he wouldn’t come. A friend sug-

gested a new name, ‘Deja vu,’ and 
now he comes without hesitation.  
What’s going on?”

A. Probably Deja vu sounded 
closer to the cat’s original name, so 
it was willing to respond. Both cats 
and dogs can recognize their name, 
as well as words such as snack, 
treat, sit, stay, come, down, outside.  
“I could personally introduce you to 
a smart black lab retriever who has 
learned what event is associated 
with ‘walk’ and, subsequently, ‘W-A-
L-K’ when spoken by his owners,” 
says Washington State University 
veterinary professor John Gay. 

Adds “The Pet Counselor” Kay 
Cox, author of “What Is Your Dog 
Trying to Tell You,” animals have 
personalities and preferences just 
like we do. The name Easter can be 
hard and abrasive to the sensitive 
ears of a frightened and lost feline.  
Deja vu is a softer, more inviting 
sound. “Try calling the two names 
out loud. See the difference?” 
Speaking of which, how about the 
name Euphonious?

Iceberg vs. mountain
Q. Earth analogy:  The tip of an 

iceberg is to the whole iceberg as a 
mountain is to _________?

A. The whole mountain, which is 
much bigger than the “tip” you see 
above ground, says Paul Hewitt in 
“Conceptual Physics.”  Just as a 
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

THREE DRUNKS SPEED-
ING TOWARD EACH OTHER; 
WHAT COULD GO WRONG?: 
Three men, all driving drunk, 
crashed into each other at an inter-
section in Mount Pleasant, Wisc., 
at 2:45 in the morning. One of the 
drunks, driving a Ford F250 pickup 
truck heading southbound on High-
way 32, drifted into the northbound 
lane and hit a drunk driving a GMC 
Yukon SUV head-on. Moments later, 
the third drunk, driving a Chevrolet 
Equinox hit the pickup truck.

WHAT GAVE ME AWAY, 
OFFICER?: A man, who set his 
car on fire and reported it stolen in 
Mount Pleasant Township, Pa., was 
arrested when troopers examined 
his phone’s internet history. They 
found that he had searched for “how 
to set your car on fire and make it 
look like an accident.” 

HEY, MR. CASUALLY 
DRESSED: A drunk driver, wearing 
only boxer shorts, a T-shirt and one 
sock, roared through a barricaded 
crash scene in Sarasota, Fla., at 
100 mph, nearly hitting six deputies.  

OLD HABITS DIE HARD: A 
woman, who was arrested for pos-

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our 
readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

session of heroin in Altoona, Pa., 
showed up for a meeting with her 
probation officer with lots and lots of 
heroin in her purse.  

ROBBERY USUALLY 
REQUIRES THE FACE-TO-
FACE THING: A masked man tried 
to rob a bank in Hartsville, S.C., by 
passing a note to the tellers through 
the pneumatic tube at the drive-
through, threatening to kill them 
unless they turn over all the money 
from the cash drawers. Instead, the 
tellers called the cops, who arrived 
in force immediately thereafter. 

O.K., CRACK TO THE LEFT, 
COKE TO THE RIGHT: A crack 
house in Middlesbrough, England, 
was shut down after neighbors 
noticed that it was so busy that two 
lines of customers waiting to buy 
drugs extended out onto the street. 

HEY, YOU HAD NO REASON 
TO PULL ME OVER! … OH, 
RIGHT: A man, who was smoking 
marijuana and had numerous weap-
ons and prescription pills inside 
his car, was arrested as he drove 
through Lincoln, Neb., because he 
didn’t have license plates on his 
vehicle. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

A DATE ISN’T A BUSINESS 
TRANSACTION, SIR: A woman 
went on three dates in Milwaukee 
with a man she met on Tinder, 
and decided not to go out with him 
again, so the guy asked her to pay 
him back $35, half of the money he 
had spent on their dates, saying it’s 
“only fair.”  She refused. 

QUIET KIDS, DADDY 
NEEDS TO CONCENTRATE: 
A drunk driver led state troopers 
on a high-speed chase through 
Dubois, Pa., in a GMC minivan with 
three children inside while pulling a 

U-Haul trailer. After swerving in and 
out of traffic, he drove through a 
parking lot, and then back onto the 
highway, where he hit a curb and 
the trailer became unhooked. He 
then continued to swerve through 
traffic, struck another vehicle, lost 
control and got stuck on a curb. 

THAT MUST MAKE YOU 
A SPACE CADET, SIR: A man 
who was arrested for driving off in 
a police cruiser in Williamsport, Pa. 
with a K-9 dog in a cage in the back 
told officers that his father is the sun 
and his mother is the moon. 

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
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EDITOR (From Page 1)
building. There was contemporary 
artwork, slate floors and wood-grain 
concrete walls. The company gave 
tours to show off.

And, of all things, there was a 
conveyor belt in the newsroom. 

Why a conveyor belt? Because 
computers had not yet infiltrated 
the newsroom.

Reporters, using Remington and 
Smith-Corona typewriters, ham-
mered out stories on paper. Editors 
had thick pencils to correct errors 
in the copy. If a story required an 
overhaul, there were scissors and 
enough glue to make an editor 
woozy.   

The conveyor belt moved stories 
from the city desk, where they 
received a first edit, to the copy 
desk on the other side of the news-
room. My fellow copy editors and I 
would reach out, grab a story, edit 
it and write a headline. 

The edited story was then placed 
in a pneumatic tube that carried it 
to a linotype operator on the floor 
below.

I felt I was at the cutting edge of 
newspaper technology.

“What would they think of next?” 
I naively thought to myself, dis-
missing rumors that all this would 
someday be done on computers. 

I soon learned a trick of the 
trade. It made my editing job easier 
and less stressful if I kept an eye 
on the conveyor belt so I could 
grab stories from the best report-
ers. 

These stories from such sea-
soned reporters as Harold Scarlett, 
a pioneer in environmental report-
ing, weren’t likely to need much 
editing. Of course, fellow editors 
were also watching the conveyor 
belt. 

The prize every day was Leon’s 
column.

Not only did Leon’s folksy col-
umns break up the usual monoto-
nous stories of murder, madness 
and mayhem, but they didn’t need 
editing.

Leon’s copy was so “clean” there 
are editors today who take pride 
that they once caught a misplaced 

comma in a Hale column.
Leon, who died two months 

shy of turning 100, was a mag-
nificent storyteller with a unique 
perspective. In 62 years of writing 
columns for the Post and later the 
Chronicle, he traveled where few 
reporters went. 

As Andrew Dansby, the gifted 
culture and entertainment writer at 
the Chronicle, wrote in his obituary 
on Leon:

“One didn’t need to know a 
single one of the hundreds - 
maybe thousands - of proper 
names that peppered Hale’s work. 
By the time he told a story, the 
minute and intricate detail he’d 
curated filled in entire lives and 
spaces. Hale stopped in towns 
the rest of us might skip, and he’d 
talk to the people we might not 
acknowledge at a filling station.  
He came away from these explora-
tions and interactions with a richly 
calibrated take on life in Texas 
throughout the 20th Century and 
beyond.”

I am ashamed to admit I really 
didn’t appreciate Leon’s columns 
at first. The people and places 
Leon wrote about were foreign to 
this native Californian who had 
never been to Texas until he inter-
viewed for the Post job. 

I could not understand why a 
metropolitan newspaper would 
devote space to a columnist who 
wrote about Madame Z, the Brazos 
Bottom fortuneteller, his Old Friend 
Morgan and talking mules.

As time went by and I became 
“Texified,” I began looking forward 
to reading his columns, even ones 
about talking mules.  

“The last time I printed a mule 
interview here I was challenged by 
a couple of the customers to prove 
that I can really have a conver-
sation with mules,” Hale wrote in 
one column. “But that’s something 
I’m unable to prove because when 
another person is with me, I can’t 
get a mule to utter a word.”

Leon was just one of several 
columnists that readership surveys 
showed gave the Post an advan-
tage over the Chronicle in the 
1960s and ‘70s. 

There was crusty sports colum-
nist Jack Gallagher, who in the 
‘60s, got into a fight with Oilers 
owner Bud Adams at an American 
Football League meeting at the 
Shamrock Hotel. A picture of the 
two - with Adams on top - was 
circulated nationwide.

Acclaimed writer Mickey 
Herskowitz not only wrote sports 
columns but also has written more 
than 50 books. I once had to follow 
a speech by Mickey with a speech 
of my own. Pressure is follow-
ing a speaker who has authored 
or ghost-written books on Dan 
Rather, Paul “Bear” Bryant, Gene 
Autry, Howard Cosell, Mickey 
Mantle and Bette Davis, among 

many others. 
The witty Lynn Ashby wasn’t 

afraid to poke fun at news-makers 
and was a reliable authority on all 
things Texan.

Things started changing at the 
Post in 1983 when the Toronto Sun 
bought the Post from the Hobby 
family.

Capitalizing on the uncertainty 
surrounding Canadian ownership 
of a Houston newspaper, the 
Chronicle lured Leon and Mickey 
away from the Post.

Although we survived another 12 
years before the Chronicle bought 
the Post and closed it down, things 
never felt the same at the Post 
without Leon.

Today, the Post is gone, and the 
Chronicle occupies Fort Hobby. 
The conveyor belt is gone, and 
linotypes are found in museums. 

And, sadly, there aren’t any 
reporters traveling the back roads 
that Leon Hale loved.

My hope is that there is a young 
reporter out there who will put 
down his laptop, venture beyond 
the tollways and visit those out-of-
the-way communities to find more 
ordinary Texans, the kind Leon 
treated as heroes.  

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

STUDENT (From Page 1)

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

my Mom and Dad. We took trips 
looking for dogwood in bloom and 
wildflowers along the wayside and 
had picnics at roadside parks.

On one trip, we went looking 
for Leon’s ghost road – and found 
it. It was really a long, straight 
logging road in East Texas, but if 
you caught the day just right with 
the sun shining and an oncoming 
car, you would see the ghost orb 
coming down the road toward you. 

It was really sunshine reflect-

ing on the oncoming car’s wind-
shield that disappeared as you 
approached, but I was a little kid 
and seeing the light was spooky. 
Leon could make you believe – he 
spun great tales.

Our paths crossed again when 
I was a “kid” in college taking 
the Feature Writing 101 and 102 
classes he taught at Sam Houston 
State University. I’m still writing in 
“retirement.”

If you were one of his regular 
customers, you knew that he could 
interview anyone with respect 

and describe characters in detail 
like no other. No one elevated the 
common man better than Leon.

And who can forget his trips with 
Old Friend Morgan to the south 
each year to find the spring? After 
much debate, I think they finally 
decided that mesquite buds were 
the most dependable harbinger 
of spring. For years, they traveled 
South Texas looking for the first 
sign of spring in the buds.

His columns ran around 800 
words week after week, and he 
typed them all on a manual type-
writer (hunt-and-peck method) for 
years. Leon had conversations 
with all kinds of people. I think 
there were more conversations 
than interviews. 

He had them with Madame Z, an 
old Brazos bottom fortune teller, 
to conversations with mules and 
everything in between. He also 
wrote several books.

The stories he told us always 
made us smile, or we learned a 
lesson. His tales lifted us up. I 
called him after I published my 
first story with Image magazine to 
thank him. He didn’t remember me. 
I was one of many college students 
in his class. I think he was glad to 
hear that he helped me to keep 
writing - that he inspired me.  I’m 
so glad we made that connection 
again.

I can see God calling Leon home 
just in time to catch springtime in 
Heaven. I can see Leon walking 
through the Pearly Gates and 
gazing at the spring in full bloom, 
as I’m sure it is like that now.

Next year, though, I wonder if 
Old Friend Morgan and Leon will 

be going in some direction search-
ing for spring? I wonder if there 
are mesquite buds in heaven? I’d 
guess there probably are. If not, 
God will put some there just for 
them.

Leon departed, but he left his 
customers with a final book, “See 
You Down the Road,” just pub-
lished by Winedale Publishing.

I knew there was a reason my 
sister gave me a Barnes and Noble 
gift card – this must have been it. 

Keep the coffee hot and store up 
some good tales, Leon, for when I 
see you down the road.

(Write Jan in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
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HAPPY HOUR
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+
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SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 
          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailers Permit (BG) and 
a Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB) by Mauricio Martinez oper-
ating as El Potrillo to be located 
at 1116 N Brooks St, Brazoria, 
Brazoria County, Texas.  Mauricio 
Martinez Owner

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit (MB) and a Food 
and Beverage Certificate (FB) and 
a Beverage Cartage Permit (PE) 
by Jason Shane Hayes operating 
as Outriggers Bar and Grill to be 
located at 75 Oak St, Freeport, 
Brazoria County, Texas.  Jason 
Shane Hayes Owner

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Beer Retail 
Dealer’s On-Premise License 
(BE) and a Food and Beverage 
Certificate (FB) by Monte Dave 
Baldwin operating as Main Street 
Steak House & Bar to be located 
at 1802 Main Street, Danbury, Bra-
zoria County, Texas.  Monte Dave 
Baldwin Owner

evicted by Killum Pest Control. 
The company name does not 

indicate what happened to them. 
The technician set up a camera 
where the squirrels entered the attic. 
The next day the video showed 
two squirrels leisurely coming and 
going, then stopping to bathe in the 
afternoon sun.

The next day they were trapped 
and relocated to an area where 
they could live forever after without 
destroying things in the attic, like 
A/C ducts and wiring.

These same squirrels, or their 
relatives, tried to break into our attic 
also, but we caught that in time and 
blocked the entrance before they 
could move in their furniture.

We have several squirrel families 
living around the house, and I hope 
they have learned from the past 
and will stay away from our power 
transformer. 

I knew what happened after 

hearing what sounded like a gun-
shot. Then the house went dark, 
and I had to call Texas-New Mexico 
Power company.

I had the number saved to my cell 
phone from the previous time this 
happened.

“Bring that long stick also. You’ll 
need a new capacitor,” I told the 
nice lady on the phone. This was 
before the nice lady was replaced 
by computer voices and options. 

The power company workers 
knew exactly what to do. I guess 
I wasn’t the only house that was 

left without power because of an 
unlucky squirrel.

I thought for a long time that 
squirrels mate for life, but after 
doing a little research for this 
column, I was surprised to learn that 
they do not.

While male and female squirrels 
will often share a nest during mating 
season, once the pups are born, 
the male is kicked out and has to 
go find a new place to live. That’s 
gratitude for you.

Squirrels can live to be 20 years 
old in captivity, but in the wild they 

live much shorter lives due to pre-
dation and the challenges of their 
habitat. At birth, their life expec-
tancy is 1-2 years. An adult typically 
can live to be six years old. 

Mr. or Miss Squirrel finished 

eating the pecans and seemed 
satisfied. It even stopped grunting 
after the cats went back inside. Bon 
appetit. We’ll do it again. Just let me 
know you’re here by complaining 
about the cats being in your yard.
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Springs Pediatrics Associates of Lake Jackson is partnering with fami-
lies to provide excellent medical care for children and adolescents. 

Springs Pediatrics services include well child visits, vaccinations, sore 
throat/fever, asthma, ADD/ADHD, Autism spectrum disorders, upper respi-
ratory illness and more.

Dr. Frederick Ogwara is a board-certified pediatrician in Lake Jackson, 
Texas. He is the managing physician at Springs Pediatrics Associates. He 
attended the University of Port Harcourt in Nigeria and completed his res-
idency training at Maimonides Infant and Children’s Hospital in Brooklyn, 
New York.

He is licensed to practice medicine in the states of Texas, Michigan, and 
Georgia.

“My philosophy of care is empowering parents and care givers to pro-
vide best medical care for their children by advocating for what is in the 
best interest of the child,” Ogwara said.

Dr. Ogwara is affiliated with CHI St Luke’s Brazosport Hospital and is 
currently accepting new patients. 

He is located at 201 Oak Drive South, Ste. 202 in Lake Jackson. For 
additional information or to schedule an appointment, please call (979) 
353-0006.

Pediatrician Dr. Ogwara opens practice 
in LJ affiliated with Brazosport hospital

Early Voting Starts April 19 . Election Day May 1

B’port College summer, 
fall registration underway

Priority registration for Brazosport 
College’s 2021 Summer and Fall 
classes is now underway.

Online registration for each group 
begins each day at 8 a.m.

Students are able to register and 
pay tuition and fees online at their 
convenience, and multiple One-
Stop Registration opportunities are 
available for in-person registration 
and support services.

To register online, students can 
use Brazosport College’s registra-
tion system, myBC, which can be 
found at www.brazosport.edu/mybc. 

Online registration is open 24 
hours a day, seven days a week, 
during the priority and open registra-
tion periods.

New students can start the regis-
tration process by applying at www.
ApplyTexas.org.

For students seeking in-per-
son registration, the College will 
offer multiple One-Stop Registra-
tion opportunities throughout the 
summer, beginning with a full week 
of registration sessions April 26-30.

For more information, visit 
brazosport.edu/choose or call the 
college’s main switchboard at (979) 
230-3000. Summer I courses begin 
June 1, while Summer II classes 
start July 8. The 2021 Fall semester 
begins Aug. 23.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   April 13, 2021    THE BULLETIN  Page 9

Port Freeport TACFT Logo Drawing Contest winners
From Port Freeport

Port Freeport is pleased to 
announce the winners of the 21st 
Annual Take-A-Child Fishing 
Tournament (TACFT) Logo Drawing 
Contest. Brazoria County’s youth 
ages 3-14 are eligible to enter the 
contest and are invited by flyers dis-
tributed electronically to the schools 
within the Navigation District.

The first-place winner of the 
TACFT Logo Drawing Contest is 
Luis Garcia Arriaza, a 7th-grade 
student at West Brazos Junior High 
School.  Luis was awarded a framed 
print of his drawing and a $125 Visa 
gift card.  

Mia Spargo, an 8th-grade student 
at Brazosport Christian School, won 
second place and was presented 
with a $75 Visa gift card and a 
framed print of her drawing.  

The third-place winner, Macy 
Pretz, a 6th-grade student at Our 
Lady Queen of Peace Catholic 
School, also received a framed print 
of her drawing and won a $50 Visa 
gift card.  

The art coordinators at the top 
three schools and organizations 
who submitted the most entries 
were also provided with gift cards to 
purchase art supplies for their class-
rooms as a thank you for supporting 
their students in participating in the 
contest.

“It was both a pleasure and a 
challenge to select finalists from 
over a record 430 entries sub-
mitted by the gifted young artists 
across the Navigation District,” 
Port Freeport Executive Director/
CEO Phyllis Saathoff said. “With the 
recent winter storm, we extended 
the deadline to ensure participants 
had adequate opportunity to enter 
the contest.  

We appreciate the youth of our 
community sharing their talents with 
us and look forward to another great 
fishing tournament on May 8th.”

The Port Commission, Com-
munity Advisory Panel members, 
TACFT Sponsors and Port Freeport 
staff voted anonymously for their 
favorite drawing from the top 15 
finalists. The winning logo is used 
on all flyers, posters, advertise-
ments, and T-shirts for the tourna-
ment.

“The Port Freeport Commission 
enjoys the opportunity to connect 
with the youth and their families 

through the logo drawing contest 
each year,” Port Freeport Commis-
sion Chairman Shane Pirtle said. 
“We offer our congratulations to the 
winners and thank all participants 
for their entries.  We also extend our 
thanks to the teachers and staff who 
helped to inspire participation in the 
contest, specifically the Boys and 
Girls Club of Brazoria County, which 
encouraged the most entries this 

year, collectively.”
The 21st Annual Port Freeport 

Take-A-Child Fishing Tournament 
will be held on Saturday, May 8, at 
Freeport Municipal Park from 8 a.m. 
to noon.  

For more information, please visit 
the website at http://www.port-
freeport.com/community, the Port 
Freeport Facebook page, or call 
(979) 233-2667.

Port Freeport Public Affairs Manager Jessica Follett, 3rd-place winner 
Macy Pretz and Our Lady Queen of Peace Catholic School Sixth-Grade 
Teacher Ross Sanchez.

West Brazos Junior High Principal Jeffrey Kinney, Port Freeport Public 
Affairs Manager Jessica Follett, 1st-Place winner Luis Garcia Arriaza, 
and West Brazos Junior High Assistant Principal Leah Liserio.

 Port Freeport Public Affairs Manager Jessica Follett, 2nd-place winner 
Mia Spargo, Brazosport Christian School Art Teacher Sherry Evans and 
Brazosport Christian School Secondary Principal Skyler Sikes.
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Senior Focus
how much you can earn before SS 
takes back some of your benefits. 

Considering the above, if your 
eventual benefit as your husband’s 
widow will be the highest benefit 
you will be entitled to, then claiming 
your personal SS benefit at age 62 
may be a prudent strategy. It allows 
you to collect your own benefit ear-
lier (albeit reduced) until your higher 
survivor benefit kicks in to replace 
the smaller amount. 

However, your plans for working 
prior to your full retirement age 
are key to deciding if you should 
claim benefits earlier. If you exceed 
the earnings limit ($18,960 for 

2021), SS will 
take away some 
of your benefits, 
which could mean 

you go without benefits until they 
recover what you owe. Indeed, if 
your earnings are high enough, you 
may find that you would get no SS 
benefits because the amount you 
owe for exceeding the earnings limit 
would completely offset your Social 
Security benefit. 

So, as you can see, if you are 
working with a high income, the 
earnings limit might imply that wait-
ing until your FRA to claim any SS 
benefit is the smartest move. But if 
you don’t work after you claim SS, 
then taking your own benefit early 
and later switching to your higher 
widow’s benefit at or after your FRA 
would be a sound choice.

This article is intended for infor-
mation purposes only and does not 
represent legal or financial guid-
ance. It presents the opinions and 
interpretations of the AMAC Foun-
dation’s staff, trained and accredited 
by the National Social Security 
Association (NSSA). 

To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

By Russell Gloor
AMAC Certified Social Security Advisor

Dear Rusty: My husband is 76, 
retired for 4 years, and receiving 
Social Security. I am only 59 and 
still working. We are both in good 
health, and I’d like to think we still 
have many years to enjoy retire-
ment. My question: Is it true that if 
I start SS at 62, I can switch to my 
husband’s SS when he passes? 
If this is true (and his amount 
is slightly higher than my FRA 
amount), wouldn’t it make sense 
for me to begin collecting at 62? 
Signed: Younger Spouse

Dear Younger Spouse: Yes, 
it is true that if you 
start your reduced 
personal SS ben-
efit at age 62, and 
your husband (collecting a benefit 
higher than your own) predeceases 
you, you can switch to his higher 
benefit amount. But there are some 
other factors that come into play 
when dealing with survivor benefits, 
especially with an age difference: 

• You must be at least 60 years 
old to claim your survivor benefit (or 
50 if you are disabled). 

• Your survivor benefit will be 
reduced if you haven’t yet reached 
your own full retirement age (FRA) 
when you claim it. The reduction is 
4.75% for each full year earlier than 
your FRA that you claim the survivor 
benefit. 

• You do not need to take your 
survivor benefit immediately upon 
your husband’s death. Your survivor 
benefit as your husband’s widow 
reaches maximum at your FRA, and 
you can choose to delay claiming 
your widow’s benefit until you reach 
your FRA (to get the maximum 
amount). 

• If you claim any SS benefit 
before your FRA (your own or your 
survivor benefit), and you are work-
ing, you’ll be subject to Social Secu-
rity’s “earnings test” which limits 

Ask Rusty

Can younger spouse switch to older 
spouse’s SS after he passes away?

Celebrate Older Americans Month with Actions, Inc.  
From Actions Inc.

In tough times, communities find 
strength in people - and people find 
strength in their communities.

 In the past year, we’ve seen this 
time and again in Brazoria County 
as friends, neighbors, and busi-
nesses have found new ways to 
support each other. 

In our community, older adults 
are a key source of this strength. 
Through their experiences, suc-
cesses, and difficulties, they have 
built resilience that helps them to 
face new challenges. 

When communities tap into this, 
they become stronger, too.

Each May, the Administration for 
Community Living leads the cele-
bration of Older Americans Month 
(OAM). 

This year’s theme is Communities 
of Strength, recognizing the import-
ant role older adults play in fostering 
the connection and engagement 
that build strong, resilient commu-
nities.

Strength is built and shown not 
only by bold acts, but also small 
ones of day-to-day life - a conver-
sation shared with a friend, working 
in the garden, trying a new recipe, 
or taking time for a cup of tea on a 
busy day. 

And when we share these activi-
ties with others - even virtually or by 

telling about the experience later - 
we help them build resilience, too. 

This year, Actions, Inc. of Brazo-
ria County will celebrate OAM by 
encouraging community members 
to share their experiences. Together, 
we can find strength - and create a 
stronger future. 

Here are some ways to share and 
connect:

• Look for joy in the everyday: 
Celebrate small moments and 
ordinary pleasures by taking time 
to recognize them. Start a gratitude 
journal and share it with others via 
social media or call a friend or family 
member to share a happy moment 
or to say thank you. 

• Reach out to neighbors: Even 
if you can’t get together in person 
right now, you can still connect with 
your neighbors. Leave a small gift 
on their doorstep, offer to help with 
outdoor chores or deliver a home-
cooked meal.

• Build new skills: Learning 
something new allows us to practice 
overcoming challenges. Take an 

art course online or try a socially 
distanced outdoor movement class 
to enjoy learning with others in your 
community. Have a skill to share? 
Find an opportunity to teach some-
one, even casually.

• Share your story: There’s a 
reason storytelling is a time-hon-
ored activity. Hearing how others 
experience the world helps us 
grow. Interviewing family, friends, 
and neighbors can open up new 
conversations and strengthen our 
connections. 

When people of different ages, 
backgrounds, abilities, and talents 
share experiences - through action, 
story or service - we help build 
strong communities. And that’s 
something to celebrate! 

Please join ActionS, Inc. of 
Brazoria County in strengthening 
our community - get involved today! 
Join us as we prepare to celebrate 
Older Americans Month during the 
entire month of May. 

We have volunteer opportunities 
all across Brazoria County. 

• Senior citizens are the fastest growing demographic group on Face-
book. Recent studies show that more than half of all U.S. seniors are 
active online, and about one-third are on Facebook and other social media 
websites.

• More than 10,000 “baby boomers” turn 65-years-old every day.
• Older adults aged 85 and up are the fastest growing age group in the 

country.
• There are more than 55,000 seniors over age 100, and by 2050 the 

number of “centenarians” is expected to top 600,000. This is roughly the 
population of Vermont.

• About 65 percent of all “baby boomers” plan to work past age 65.
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Ten

Senior FocusToday’s seniors want to keep active, remain in workforce
John Grimaldi
Special to The Bulletin

Today’s seniors are stronger than 
ever. That’s not wishful thinking; it’s 
a fact with substantial proof. 

For one thing, the senior citizen 
segment of the U.S. workforce has 
been expanding rapidly for some 
time, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics.

To be more specific, BLS data 
shows that the 55-plus segment of 
the U.S. labor force stood at 11.6% 
in 1993, and by 2024 that number 
will grow to nearly 25%.  

“What’s more striking is that 
the Bureau expects that men and 

women 65 to 75 years of age and 
older are leading the pack of seniors 
who want to keep working.

 In fact, the Census Bureau 
reported not long ago that as many 
as five percent of Americans in the 
85 and up age range have jobs,” 
says Rebecca Weber, CEO of the 
senior advocacy organization, the 
Association of Mature American 
Citizens [AMAC].

Not so surprising, she adds, con-
sidering that the country’s 90-plus 
population has tripled over the past 
30 years and will grow to more than 
7.6 million nonagenarians by the 
year 2050.

One such member of the U.S. 
workforce is actor William Shatner, 
who turned 90 just last week. He’s 
still working and doesn’t seem likely 
to retire anytime soon. Shatner 
has a new movie coming out soon. 
It’s called “Senior Moment” and 
features a retired NASA test pilot. 
The Chicago Sun Times called it 
“geriatric rom-com.”

Shatner is not ready to go gently 
into the night, as he told Entertain-
ment Tonight in a recent interview: 
“I’d like to be around when the 
science fiction of today becomes 
science fact.”

AMAC CEO Weber explains 
that Shatner is not very different 
from any of the new breed of busy 
old-timers. “Consider his schedule. 
He recently cut two albums, he 
launched a new podcast, shot a 
new show, “The Unexplained,” for 
the History Channel and is out there 
plugging his new movie, despite 
the limitations imposed during the 
pandemic.”

But Weber notes that the Star 
Trek hero, James Tiberius Kirk, is 
not the only old-timer who is keep-
ing his “chin up” while riding out the 
COVID pandemic; senior citizens in 
general are showing the world what 
resilience is all about.

She cites two studies that both 
came to the same conclusion: The 
elderly participants were able to 
remain in a good mood despite the 
threat of the pandemic, according to 
the findings of one of the studies. 

The other proved that older age 
was associated with less concern 
about the threat of COVID and 
better emotional well-being.

Memory Care

• There are more than 11,400 
senior centers across the country 
that together serve more than 1 
million older adults every day. The 
average age of a senior center 
participant is 75.

• More than 15 million older 
adults are formally recognized 
volunteers, but nearly half of 
all seniors volunteer in some 
capacity.

• A recent survey found that at 
least 70 percent of all seniors are 
still sexually active, and that they 
reported being just as satisfied, 
sometimes more satisfied, than 
when they were younger. Empty 
nests do have advantages.
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DID YOU KNOW?

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

We need to give thanks for those around us
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I have trouble getting along 
with people. I try hard to be under-
standing, but things people do and 
say irritate me. My mother told me 
that I can’t change others, but I can 
change myself. I’ve tried, but it is 
hard, and I’m frustrated. - C.M.

A: A woman once wrote a letter 
describing how fortunate she was 
to have a kind, considerate hus-
band. She then wrote four pages 
listing all his faults! How many mar-
riages and other relationships grow 
cold and eventually are shattered 
because of faultfinding.

We should thank God for the 
people in our lives. It is so easy 
to take other people for granted 
or to complain and become angry 
because they do not meet our 
every expectation. But we need 
to give thanks for those around 
us - our spouses, our children, our 
relatives, and our friends. We must 
also grasp that we do things that 
irritate others in our circle of friends 
and family.

How do we respond to this chal-
lenge? Do we go out of your way 
to let others know we appreciate 
them and are thankful for them? 
The Christians in the city of Corinth 
were far from perfect, but the 
Apostle Paul began his first letter 
to them by thanking God for them 

(1 Corinthians 1:4). We should be 
diligent to thank God for others who 
touch our lives.

The Bible is the book of books, 
and its pages are filled with exam-
ples of why and how relationships 
turn bad. It also tells us how to nur-
ture friendship and overlook faults. 
God’s Word instructs us to pray for 
discernment and wisdom, and to 
respond to others with understand-
ing and mercy. Patience gra-
ciously, compassionately, and with 
understanding judges the faults of 
others without unjust criticism, but 
in love. After all, this is what Christ 
has done for us, and we are told to 
“follow His steps” (1 Peter 2:21).

• Male puppies often let female puppies win while playing, even if they 
have the advantage. Just to keep the game going.

• The word “husband” likely came from the Old Norse word “husbondi,” 
which literally meant “house-dweller.”

• During the summer of 2010, some New York City beekeepers noticed 
their bees were turning red and started producing red honey. This led to an 
investigation of the Maraschino Cherry factory, where police discovered the 
largest marijuana farm in the city.

• In 2007, set designers for “The Big Bang Theory” toured the apartments 
of graduate students and recreated them to portray how young scientists 
were living. 

• After CBS tested the show, the sets were scrapped because they were 
“too depressing.”

streaming entertainment.
Would it be one of about 100 Net-

flix-produced Adam Sandler films 
that I’ve never heard of, or some-
thing from the critically acclaimed 
Sharknado franchise? Maybe I’d 
indulge my inner romantic with 
“Sin City: A Dame to Kill For.” Then 
again, I might fancy an educational 
documentary, like Danny Trejo’s 
“Survivor’s Guide to Prison.”

The number of choices was mad-
dening, and before I knew it, I was 
suffering from acute Netflixation. 
Having spent over an hour in an 
indecisive stupor, I could barely peel 
myself off the carpet and go to bed. 
(I counted that as a push-up.)

Neflixation is a national epidemic 
that has killed an untold amount of 

time that could’ve been spent on 
more useful pursuits, like finding 
a cure for Sonic Route 44 brain 
freeze. In fact, I’m convinced that if 
it wasn’t for Netflix, Robert Mueller 
could have wrapped up the Russia 
investigation in about the time it 
takes to binge-watch a season of 
“The Crown.” (I’m still struggling 
to get over Princess Margaret’s 
heartbreak.)

Speaking of binge-watching, I 
resent Netflix’s collusion with our 
innate human tendency to fritter 
away our time with its Binge-Wor-
thy recommendations. I’m proud to 
say, though, that it only took me a 
single weekend to get through every 
episode of “Stranger Things” twice 
with minimal potty breaks.

The main problem with Netflix 
is that finding something decent 

to watch is like trying to find your 
daughter’s fake eyelash that she 
has to have for her dance recital, 
which she lost somewhere in her 
bedroom, which she hasn’t cleaned 
since 2010. (After conducting a 
frantic and exhaustive search, we 
eventually found it stuck to the side 
of her head.)

I actually miss the old days of 
selecting a movie at the local video 
store. At least there, your feet even-
tually got so tired from browsing 
that you were willing to settle for 
“Howard the Duck” again. 

With Netflix, on the other hand, 
you risk becoming paralyzed 
for hours by the variety of video 
choices without leaving the comfort 
of your own throw rug. And, if you 
finally do make a selection out of 
sheer desperation, you could find 
yourself watching John Travolta go 
full-on-alien-Scientology-dreadlocks 
in “Battlefield Earth.”

I also take issue with how Netflix 
rates its offerings. Unlike typical 
customer rating systems, which 
clearly display actual customer 
reviews, Netflix buries viewer 
comments deep within the details 
section of each thumbnail. I think 
they hope you’ll be too zombified 
by the selection process to bother 
reading an honest review that might 
say, “Watching this movie was like 
reading Tolstoy backwards after 
soaking your contacts in Windex.”

Instead of emphasizing ratings, 
Netflix makes dubious predictions 
about what you’ll want to watch 
in the future, based on your own 
thumbs-up or thumbs-down film 
rankings. Why, then, do my Top 
Picks recommendations feature 
a Netflix-produced teen romcom 
called “The Kissing Booth” and 
reruns of “Friends?” 

An alternative to Netflix’s endless 
library of substandard streaming 
options is their mail-in DVD service, 
which offers a vast selection of films 
not starring Adam Sandler. The 
shipping is as slow as a rickshaw 
pulled by a team of elderly members 
of Congress, but it might remind you 
of a simpler time before streaming 
movies.

In fact, I think I’ll see if Netflix 
has “Howard the Duck,” just for old 
times sake.

Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.

NETFLIX (From Page 1)

The first 26 years of The Bulletin have been a lot of fun. 
Our goal is to make the next 25 years even better. We 
will celebrate 50 years in 2044. Mark your calendars.
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Jumbles: HUTCH  EMCEE  SALARY  JUSTLY
Answers: When the farmer greeted the horses at feeding time, he said -- “HAY” THERE
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COPING WITH COVID-19

off the back burner and make 
your move in the upcoming week. 
There could be a fairy godmother 
on standby just waiting for an 
opportunity to help you. But don’t 
climb over co-workers to get ahead 
because nobody will like you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may hesitate to begin anything 
different or unusual in the week 
ahead, but if you overcome your 
reservations, you’ll likely be able to 
make more money. An impulsive 
decision now could be the right 
one.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t 
be bashful about sharing your 
enthusiasm in the week ahead. 
Listen to excellent advice that helps 
you improve your life. An off-color 
joke or rude remark could offend 
someone’s sensibilities. So, watch 
what you say and think before you 
say it.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
There may be plenty of competition 
at the workplace or even within 
your family, which might make you 
uncomfortable. If you are making 
money, there’s no reason not to be 
generous as the week unfolds.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Life is good, so enjoy it while you 
can. Avoid disputes with family 
members in the week to come, 
and everything else should go your 
way. Use your people skills to both 
avoid and handle problems.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You 
may find it challenging to operate 
on blind faith alone. During the 
week ahead, you may want to see 
concrete results. Focus on making 
your dream of the future a reality 
despite opposition.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
and a partner or loved one can 
dream about a future that can real-
istically be attained. Discuss plans 
in the upcoming week and take 
the initial steps to make your joint 
ventures a success. Work together 
to reap the benefits.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You may be willing to sacrifice 
some things to get something 
you want, but you could also be 
tempted to take a shortcut. Be sure 
to live up to ethical standards in the 
week to come.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Take 
business and financial ambitions 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): This could be a week when 
your dreams can come true. You 
may be swept up in wishful thinking 
but also see a practical way to 
have those wishes answered. 
Focus on expressing your creativ-
ity.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): As this week unfolds, if some-
thing doesn’t go your way, try, try 
again. It may be tempting to lose 
your temper, but you’ll go further if 
you remain calm and don’t sweat 
the small stuff. If you do lose your 
temper, go to your room and cool 
off.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Perseverance means going ahead 
with something, despite failures, 
until you succeed. Each failure can 
teach you something important in 
the week to come. Failing upward 
is the path to success.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
There may be many demands on 
your budget when you least expect 
them. Maintain a cool head in the 
week ahead and remain generous 
even if someone asks for more 
than their fair share.

Bulletin horoscope

April 13
1849 - The Hungarian Republic 

was proclaimed.
1943 : President Franklin D. 

Roosevelt dedicated the Thomas 
Jefferson Memorial in Washington, 
D.C. dedicated to Thomas Jeffer-
son, an American Founding Father 
and the third president of the United 
States.

1970 : An explosion caused 
by an exploding oxygen tank on 
Apollo 13 forced the astronauts to 
abandon their mission to the moon 
and head home. They were nearly 
at the moon when the problem 
occurred, and they were forced to 
turn back.

April 14
1865 : President Lincoln was 

shot and mortally wounded by John 
Wilkes Booth while attending the 
comedy, “Our American Cousin,” at 
Ford’s Theater in Washington, D.C. 
He died the next day.

1912 : The RMS Titanic struck an 
iceberg just before midnight.

April 15
1912 : The RMS Titanic sank. 

The ship with 2,200 passengers 
and crew on board on its maiden 
voyage was thought to be unsink-
able, but it sank after 2 1/2 hours 
when the ship broke in two in the 
Atlantic Ocean. More than 1,500 
people were lost at sea.

1959 : Fidel Castro, Prime Minis-
ter of Cuba, flew to Washington for 
an 11-day visit to promote Cuba to 
Americans.

April 16
1922 : The Prohibition Depart-

ment enforced the law making it 
illegal to manufacture beer or wine 
in the home for home use, following 
the Supreme Court ruling that home 
brewing was illegal.

2003 : Michael Jordan played his 
last NBA game for the Washington 
Wizards.

April 17
1950 : America accused the 

Reds of shooting down a U.S. plane 
over the Baltic Sea in an unpro-
voked attack.

1964 : The Ford Motor Co. 
unveiled its new Mustang model 
at the New York World’s Fair on 

this day in 1964. The Mustang 
was championed by Ford Division 
General Manager Lee Iacocca with 
a suggested retail price of $2,368.

April 18
1923 : The first baseball game 

was played at Yankee Stadium in 
New York City with the Yankees 
beating the Boston Red Sox 4-1.

1955 : Celebrated physicist and 
Nobel Laureate Albert Einstein died 
at the age of 76.

1956 : Academy Award-winning 
American film and stage actress 
Grace Kelly married Prince Rainier 
of Monaco.

April 19
1961 : On April 17, a 1,500 

CIA-trained force of Cuban exiles 
invade southern Cuba at the “Bay 
of Pigs”. By April 19, 118 are 
killed, and 1,202 are captured by 
Cuban forces. President Kennedy 
inherited the operation from U.S. 
President Dwight D. Eisenhower 
and approved the operation, but it 
had to be one of the worst planned 
and executed covert invasions in 
modern times.

History of the World On This DayColumbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. Meals 
served at 11:30 a.m. Meals on Wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Take-out meals- call by 
10:30 a..m. to be picked up at 11 a.m.

Wednesday, April 14: Chicken ‘n 
dumplings, fried okra, corn, vegetable 
medley, peaches & cottage cheese, 
cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, April 15: Oven-fried 
chicken, macaroni & cheese, lima 

beans, beets, tossed salad, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Friday, April 16: Hamburgers, 
lettuce, tomato, Boston baked beans, 
corn, potato salad, hamburger buns, 
dessert.

Monday, April 19: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, carrots, turnip greens, 
tossed salad, garlic sticks, dessert.

Tuesday, April 20: Chicken-fried 
steak, gravy, mashed potatoes, green 
beans, jello salad, biscuits, dessert.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Exercising twice a week can sharpen your memory and prevent demen-

tia, according to research released by the American Academy of Neurology.
• In 2010, Apple was buying rural land to construct a new building, but one 

couple refused to sell the 1-acre plot they purchased for $6,000. After reject-
ing multiple offers, Apple asked them to name their price, and eventually, the 
couple sold the land for $1.7 million

• Roughly 300 deceased people are currently frozen, waiting to be revived 
with future technology
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 2019 Pan American Games city
5 Present to an audience
10 Nat’s hat
13 Norse deity
14 Syndicated show, say
15 Smooth-talking
17 “It’s been a while since I shopped 

till I dropped”?
20 Revise
21 Bud

22 Annually
23 __ Cruces
25 Convent figure
27 Pastoral exhortation to a graffiti 

artist?
32 Belgian __
33 Special ops acronym
34 Some bank jobs
38 Lack
40 Set down
42 Bender

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
APE  MOLE  MULE  PANDA  MOOSE  MOUSE  WHALE  IMPALA  ALPACA

43 Meddles
45 Pack (down)
47 Mauna __
48 Bargain hunter’s forte?
51 Moby-Dick, e.g.
53 Vote in favor
54 Many Oscar night attendees
55 Sun, for one
58 Social division
62 Trojan king struck dumb?
65 Sources of cones
66 Dabbling ducks
67 Cable car
68 Fabled beast
69 Ad guy responsible for four long 

puzzle answers?
70 Roll call call

Down
1 Kinks title woman with “a dark 

brown voice”
2 Word after fallen or false
3 Like new
4 Actress Kinsey of “The Office”
5 Asian honorific
6 Census worker, for one
7 Location
8 Legislation that varies from state 

to state
9 Eclectic musician Brian
10 Prepare for print
11 Buenos __
12 Earnest requests
16 “__ Blues”: Beatles “White 

Album” song
18 Cafeteria stack
19 Buffalo skater
24 Intervenes
26 Prague’s region
27 Maxims
28 It often undergoes changes
29 First female attorney general
30 Burt’s musical collaborator
31 Send
35 Arias, usually
36 Animation product
37 Unattached
39 Joint Chiefs, for example
41 Joltin’ joe?
44 Refracting polyhedron
46 Intimidate mentally, with “out”
49 “The Last of the Mohicans” 

author
50 Toast word
51 Heart chambers
52 Hideouts
54 Banana Boat letters
56 Copy room unit
57 One sometimes seen with Boris
59 Withered
60 Romanov title
61 Salinger character who says, “I 

prefer stories about squalor”
63 “The Racer’s Edge”
64 Gp. that sometimes has an 

added “Y”

COLOR
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Mortgage rates inching up
By Zach Wichter 
Bankrate.com (TNS)

Mortgage rates were his-
torically low for most of 2020, 
but as the pandemic recovery 
gathers steam, that is chang-
ing. Rates have mostly been 
climbing in 2021, and that trend 
is likely to continue through the 
year as more folks get vacci-
nated and back to work.

But that doesn’t mean mort-
gages are about to become 
unaffordable either. Many 
people will still be able to 
secure great loan rates com-
pared with pre-pandemic times, 
and millions of homeowners 
could still potentially save by 
refinancing their loan before 
rates move even higher.

The economy is complicated, 
so there isn’t a totally cut-
and-dried explanation for why 
mortgage rates were so low last 
year, but the simplest way to 
understand it is because Trea-
sury rates went down.

For much of 2020, economic 
uncertainty kept Treasury rates 
suppressed, which encouraged 
low mortgage rates, too. The 
10-year Treasury generally 
tracks fixed mortgage rates.

The days of sub-3% mort-

gage rates are probably over for 
now. Getting the pandemic under 
control is in the foreseeable future 
for the U.S., which means the 
economy is going to start getting 
back to some kind of normal in 
the months ahead.

MBA predicts that the average 
rate on a 30-year fixed loan will 
be 3.6% by the end of 2021. But 
the rise shouldn’t be quite as 
sudden as the falloff was last 
year.

As businesses reopen and 
consumers start spending more 
in the hospitality sector again, 
mortgage rates are likely going to 
keep climbing gradually through-
out the year.

Increasing consumer demand 
may squeeze supply chains and 
result in more inflation. The result 
is almost certain to be higher 
mortgage rates ahead.

For homebuyers, rising rates 
shouldn’t have as big an impact 
as increasing prices. 

An ongoing housing shortage 
has made for a strong seller’s 
market, and although mortgage 
rates are gradually climbing, 
the bigger squeeze for housing 
affordability seems to be coming 
in the form of competition from 
other buyers.

‘Bee’ prepared for insect stings; you may be allergic
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

According to the American Col-
lege of Allergy, Asthma & Immunol-
ogy, about 5% of the population is 
allergic to insect stings. But most 
people aren’t aware of their allergy 
until they’re stung.

f you’re allergic or get stung 
numerous times, a more severe 
reaction (anaphylaxis) may require 
emergency attention.

Here’s what happens when 
you’re stung and have an allergic 
reaction: Your immune system 
produces immunoglobulin E, which 
reacts to the venom injected by the 
insect. This triggers your body’s 
release of histamine and other 
chemicals that can cause severe 
responses, such as:

• Itching and hives throughout 
the body;

• Swelling of the throat and 
tongue;

• Difficulty breathing;
• Dizziness and nausea;
• Stomach cramps and diarrhea;
• Rapid fall in blood pressure, 

resulting in shock and, possibly, 
loss of consciousness.

Treating stings
After any sting, remove the 

stinger as soon as you can. It 
takes only seconds for the venom 
to enter your body. Use your fin-
gernails or a tweezers. Then wash 
the sting area with soap and water.

If you notice a minor to mod-
erate reaction, such as redness, 
warmth or swelling around the 
sting, apply a cold compress and 

take an over-the-counter oral anti-
histamine. You may want to apply 
hydrocortisone cream or calamine 
lotion to ease any symptoms.

If you have a more serious 
reaction to single or multiple bee 
stings, even if it’s just one or two 
of the serious symptoms listed 
above, call 911.

Preventing stings
The following tips can reduce 

your risk of getting stung by bees, 
hornets and wasps:

• Take care when drinking sweet 
beverages outside. Wide, open 
cups may be your best option 
because you can see if a bee is 
in them. Inspect cans and straws 
before drinking from them.

• Tightly cover food containers 
and trash cans.

• Clear away garbage, fallen 
fruit, and dog or other animal 
feces, which can draw flies and 
flies can attract wasps.

• Wear closed-toe shoes when 
walking outside.

• Avoid wearing bright colors 
or floral prints, which can attract 
bees.

• Don’t wear loose clothing, 
which can trap stinging insects 
between the cloth and your skin.

• When driving, keep your 
windows rolled up.

• Be careful when mowing 
the lawn or trimming vegetation, 
activities that might disturb a 
beehive or wasp nest.

• Have hives and nests near 
your home removed by a profes-
sional.

• If a few bees are flying 
around you, stay calm and slowly 
walk away. Swatting at an insect 
may cause it to sting.

If you are stung, or many 
insects start to fly around, cover 
fdcyour mouth and nose and 
quickly leave the area. If you 
can, get into a building or closed 
vehicle. When a bee stings, it 
releases a chemical that attracts 
other bees.

If you’ve experienced an aller-
gic reaction to a bee, wasp or 
hornet sting, you should talk with 
your health care provider or an 
allergy specialist about preven-
tion and treatment options. 

This could include being 
prescribed an emergency med-
ication, such as an epinephrine 
auto-injector, to use if stung. In 
more severe cases, allergy shots 
may be a long-term solution for 

What you need to do 
to prevent or treat 

insect stings


