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By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Do you ever wonder how luck - 
either good or bad - has affected 
your health?

This disabled person does. Nine 
years ago, I was put in a wheelchair 
by transverse myelitis, a spinal cord 
disorder that strikes 
only 1,500 people a 
year in this country.  
One third of TM 
patients recover completely; one 
third recover somewhat; and the rest 
don’t recover at all. Count me in that 
last group.

Since I didn’t smoke or drink, ate 
healthy, exercised regularly and 
passed annual checkups, I tend to 
think I was a victim of bad luck.

But I will never know. 
Bob Levy, a friend from high 

school in California, knows he 
wouldn’t be alive today if he hadn’t 

had some good luck. 
On a Tuesday in 2001, Bob was 

at his Marina del Rey home out-
side Los Angeles with his toddler 
and her nanny. Suddenly, he felt 
strange, and he started talking 
gibberish. Worried, the nanny went 
to a neighbor for help.

STROKE OF 
LUCK #1:  The 
neighbor was home 
and immediately 

recognized a problem. He took Bob 
to a hospital. It was nearby.

Doctors quickly detected a 
blood vessel in Bob’s brain that 
was blocked by a clot. In 2001, 80 
percent of strokes were caused by 
brain clots, increasing the chances 
of disability or death. Fatality rates 
can be as high as 90 percent, 
depending on which blood vessel 
is blocked.

The View from My Seat

I’m here to defend ‘Karens’ of the world
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

As parents of three teenage 
daughters, my wife and I expend 
a lot of our leisure time managing 
other people’s laundry.

 Because our children are at an 
age when I can no longer differenti-
ate their clothing according to their 

favorite colors or cartoon charac-
ters, I often beckon them to join in 
on the fun by collecting their own 
freshly-cleaned clothes from the 
laundry basket so that they can 
strew them randomly throughout 
their bedrooms.

Inevitably, my youngest daugh-
ter fails to heed my calls because 
she’s practicing YouTube self-hyp-
nosis somewhere in the house 
while wearing a pair of expensive 
noise-canceling headphones. 

When I finally find her and 
disconnect her Wi-Fi life-support, I 
usually ask her what she’s watch-
ing, to which she recently replied 
with a mischievous smile, “I’m 
watching Karen videos.”

For those of you who’ve man-
aged to avoid the soul-sucking 
world of social media culture over 
the past year or so, “Karen” has 
become a generic label for anyone 
over the age of 18 (man, woman, 
or other) who throws an angry fit The Dredge Carolina cutterhead is lowered into the Freeport Harbor 

Channel.

Port breaks ground on dredging project
Port Freeport celebrated a 

historic milestone recently with a 
ceremonial groundbreaking for the 
Freeport Harbor Channel Improve-
ment Project, a federal cost-shared 
initiative with the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers.

  Distinguished guests and mem-
bers of the community were present 
for an open-air event commemorat-

ing the commencement of dredging 
the channel from its current 46 feet 
to depths ranging from 51 to 56 
feet.

The channel deepening proj-
ect has been a strategic initiative 
for Port Freeport for many years, 
receiving Congressional authori-
zation in 2014. The area’s ongoing 

By John Toth
The Bulletin

The technician wanted to rip out 
the entire guest room ceiling. They 
must know what they are doing, I 
thought, but I really didn’t want the 
whole ceiling to be demolished.

The big freeze was over, but what 
it left behind took time to tackle.

 Repairs don’t happen overnight, 
or over the span of a week… or a 
month. It took patience, persever-
ance and most importantly - money.

‘If you take out the whole ceiling, 

it will cost a couple of grand to put 
it back. Can’t you just take out the 
section where the water dripped 
down?” I asked, trying to cut my 
losses.

The tech insisted that removing 
the whole thing would be the best 
way to go. 

“Let’s just start with removing that 
one section,” I insisted.

Insurance will pay for it all, you 
could argue. For some of it - even-
tually. 

I could blame many factors that 
got us to this point, but by now I just 
wanted the house to be returned to 
normal. 

The tech agreed to take a section 
of the ceiling out that would be easy 
to replace with one sheet of sheet-
rock. That simplified things a lot.

The cost of sheetrock was not the 
problem - it was the cost of labor. If 
I could professionally float sheet-
rock, fix plumbing or dry out walls, I 
would have done the job myself. But 
I can’t. 

So, the consequences of the big 
freeze continued for many weeks  

Ramblings



Page 2  THE BULLETIN   April 20, 2021     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Not-so-fun facts 
about hail

• Hail is frozen precipitation that 
has a diameter greater than 1/5 of 
an inch (5 millimeters).

• Hail is produced during thunder-
storms in cumulonimbus clouds.

• Hail is created when a thunder-
storm has an updraft that carries 
rain droplets up into the extremely 
cold areas of the Earth’s upper 
atmosphere.

• Hailstones can fall at speeds 
between 9 mph and 110 mph.

• The larger hailstones are, the 
faster they fall.

• Large hail sometimes precedes 
a tornado since the conditions to 
produce large hail are the same to 
produce a tornado. However, torna-
does can and do form without any 
hail being present.

• An area in the United States 
known as hail alley is where hail-
storms are most common.

• The area where Colorado, 
Nebraska and Wyoming meet is 
widely considered hail alley.

• Damage from powerful hail-
storms can reach billions of dollars.

• A hailstorm that hit St. Louis, 
Missouri on April 28, 2012, caused 
$1.6 billion in damages.

• A hailstorm that hit the Denver 
Metro area on May 8, 2017, caused 
$2.3 billion in damages.

• A hailstorm that hit the Dallas 
Metro area on March 24, 2019, 
caused $1.4 billion in damages.

• A hail cannon is a device used 
to create a shockwave that attempts 
to disrupt the formation of hail-
stones. 

Anthony’s Key & Lockout Service
(979) 977-0020 . (713) 501-5625

Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied

Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek
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Green sunset  
Q. “If there is a green in 

Paradise, it cannot be but of this 
shade, which most surely is the 
true green of Hope,” wrote novelist 
Jules Verne of “the green flash.” 
Where on Earth might you spot 
this fleeting skycolor?

A. The setting Sun looks 
reddish-orange because the light 
must travel through more air to the 
eye, and this scatters the short-
er-wavelength blues to deepen the 
azure look of the sky, explains San 
Diego State astronomer Andrew T. 
Young on his “An Introduction to 
Green Flashes” Web pages.

 Meanwhile, the Sun-sent reds 
and oranges bend around the 
Earth (refraction), painting the orb 
and making it seem to sink a bit 
later than it actually does.

Of all the colors visible in the 
setting Sun, green bends most 
over the horizon, and so is the last 
to set. It can be viewed only with 
luck and persistence on very clear 
days on an ocean, lake or prairie, 
or from a mountain, and then usu-
ally only for a second or two. Most 
people have never seen the green 
flash. Have you?

WORD OF CAUTION: Never 
look long at the Sun until it has 
slipped partly below the horizon, 
having begun to set.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Batter up
Q. Guys, got what it takes to 

make it as a major league baseball 
player and make a million bucks? 
Strength and size are basics, but 
what else?

A. How are your eyes? Boston 
Red Sox great Ted Williams had 
20/10 visual acuity, in the upper 
.1% (1/1000) of the population, 
say Robert Watts and Terry Bahill 
in “Keep Your Eye on the Ball: 
Curve Balls, Knuckleballs, and 
Fallacies of Baseball.” 

Dynamic visual acuity: From 10 
feet away, can you read a letter 
spinning at 100 rpm? Most people 
can read it at 33 rpm, like on a 
rotating phonograph record, few 
at 78 rpm. As a hunter, Williams 
was said to always be the first in 
a group to spot the ducks flying 
over. 

Contrast sensitivity: When wavy 
black and white bars are drawn, 
how close a spacing of bars can 
you perceive? Depth perception, 
ability to track moving objects, plus 
ability to suppress vision in one 
eye or the other are all important. 

Cross-dominance helps, too: 
Batters who are right-handed and 
left-eye dominant, or vice versa, 
tend toward a higher batting aver-
age. Nobody knows why.

Brain power: The ability to 
predict the movement of targets is 
crucial. Bat speed, swing consis-
tency and overall quickness are 
also key, say Watts and Bahill. 
Body speed, reaction times are 
easily testable. Try having some-
one hold a yardstick between your 
outstretched finger and thumb, 
and suddenly release it; see how 
far it drops before you pinch it.

So many parameters it’s clear 

why there are so few Mark McG-
wires or Sammy Sosas around.

Classic riddle
Q. A hunter walks a mile due 

South, then turns and walks a mile 
due East, then a mile due North. 
Now he finds himself right back 
where he started. He shoots a 
bear. What color is the bear?

A. The time-honored answer is 
White, because the hunter must 
have started at the North Pole, 
says Martin Gardner in “The Sci-
entific American Book of Mathe-
matical Puzzles and Diversions.”

 How else could he have gotten 
back without making the one-mile 
trek west?

 However, the really savvy puz-
zler will note that there are many 
more points on the globe where 
the hunter could have started, 
such as any point on a circle 
drawn around the South Pole at 
a distance slightly more than 1 + 
1/2pi miles (1.16) from the Pole 
- “slightly more” because of the 
Earth’s curvature.

 Actually, there are an infinite 
number of starting points on this 
circle. “But this is not all. You could 
also start at points closer to the 
Pole, so that the walk east would 
carry you just twice around the 
Pole, or three times, and so on.”

A real bear of a problem.

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailers Permit (BG) and 
a Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB) by Mauricio Martinez and 
Luis Mauricio Martinez operating 
as El Potrillo Mexican Restaurant 
to be located at 1116 N Brooks St, 
Brazoria, Brazoria County, Texas. 
Mauricio Martinez and Luis Mauri-
cio Martinez Owners.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

WAIT HERE, AND I’LL GO 
GET THE MONEY: A man took 
a BMW for a test drive, robbed a 
bank in Wolfforth, Texas, then drove 
back to the dealership, where he 
tried to buy the car using $3,000 of 
the stolen cash as a down payment. 
It didn’t work. He is now doing 20 
years in prison. 

GROUNDHOG DAY DRIVE-
THRU: A woman was arrested 
for driving while impaired after 
she made several trips through a 
McDonald’s drive-thru in Roaring 
Spring Borough, Pa., at 10:30 p.m., 
forgetting that she had been there 
previously each time. 

 ‘CALL OF DUTY’ TOTALLY 
WORTH IT, DUDE : A wanted 
man, who escaped last year 
from prison in Buckinghamshire, 
England, where he had been serv-
ing a 17-year sentence for robbery, 
was caught when he came out of 
hiding to buy the new Call Of Duty 
video game. 

ASLEEP AT THE WHEEL, 
BUT NOT THE BAND: Police 
found a heavily intoxicated man, 
whose driver’s license had been 
revoked, asleep behind the wheel 

of his running car at an intersection 
in Nashville, Tenn. Officers arrested 
him for drunk driving after they 
asked him where he thought he 
was, and he replied, “in his bed.” 

COMFY, SIR?: A Wisconsin 
state trooper, who pulled over 
a pickup truck for an equipment 
violation, found that the driver was 
sitting in a camping chair where the 
driver’s seat was supposed to be. 
There were no other seats in the 
vehicle. 

DEPUTY NOT CHUMMY 
WITH GUMMY-HIGH GUY: 
A man, who was high on drugs, 
almost hit a gas pump at a gas 
station in Naples, Fla., and asked a 
deputy for help calling AAA because 
his car wouldn’t start, even though 
the keys were not in the ignition at 
the time. Then, instead of giving 
the deputy his driver’s license as 
requested, he gave him a package 
of “cannabis-infused” gummies, 
which contain 500 mg of THC. 

REPLACE IT WITH, “HOLD 
IT RIGHT THERE, BUSTER!”: 
Moved by the inspirational nature of 
the message “keep going,” a young 
woman made the mistake of having 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

it tattooed near her nether region, 
realizing only later that it could be 
interpreted as sexual, due to its 
location. When her relatives pointed 
this out to her, she immediately had 
it removed. 

SO, WE HAVE A PRETTY 
GOOD IDEA WHO HE IS: A man 
broke into the Alpena Township, 
Mich., home of a woman he knew. 
She came home as he was leaving, 
recognized him and yelled his 
name. He fled the scene, but he had 
used a debit card with his name on 
it to gain entry, and he accidentally 
left the card behind. 

YOU CALLED THE WRONG 
FRIEND, MA’AM: An intoxicated 
woman drove her car into a ditch 
in Nashville, Tenn., at midnight and 
called her friend to come and help 
her. Alas, her friend, who was also 
drunk, came and crashed his pickup 
truck into her vehicle. 

PITIFUL PARENT ON-THE-
DOWNSLIDE: Police, acting on a 
warrant to search a mobile home in 
Burbank, Wash., for stolen cata-
lytic converter parts, instead found 
a 400-pound slide that had been 
stolen from a playground in Pasco 
inside a child’s bedroom.

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
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Call (979) 849-5407.

industrial expansion fueled by the 
production of shale oil and gas and 
the Port’s proximity to fast-growing 
populations have intensified the 
need for this project.

Port Freeport was one of two 
seaports nationwide to receive a 
“new start” designation in Febru-
ary 2020 for commencement of 
construction. In June, Port Freeport 
entered into a Project Partnership 
Agreement  with the USACE, and 
the first dredging contract was 
awarded in September. 

The estimated total cost of the 
project is $295 million, of which the 
federal government share is $165 
million, and Port Freeport as the 
local sponsor will contribute the 
remaining $130 million to be funded 
by the 2018 voter-approved bond 
package. 

“Port Freeport is confident that 
the Freeport Harbor Channel 
Improvement Project will contribute 
to the positive economic impacts 
that Port Freeport generates 
through the creation of jobs and 
personal wealth for our community, 
Brazoria County, the State of Texas, 
and the United States of America,” 
Port Commission Chairman Shane 
Pirtle said.

The project will take approxi-
mately five years to complete, coin-
ciding with the 100th anniversary 
of Port Freeport being created by 
the voters of Brazoria County, who 
in 1925 recognized the importance 
of diverting the Brazos River, so 
the region would have a reliable, 
deep-water port for the movement 
of commerce.

“I am grateful to those who had 
the bold vision and fortitude to divert 
the Brazos River to give this area 
a deep-water port advantageous 
for economic prosperity,” Phyllis 
Saathoff, Port Freeport Executive 
Director/CEO, said. 

“Now it is our turn to deliver the 
deep-water port for future gener-
ations. A deeper, wider channel 
will allow for safer navigation for 
modern ships and will accommo-
date the larger, global vessels in 
service today.”

PORT (From Page 1)

That was just the beginning. 
There seemed to be light at the 

end of the tunnel, but I was mis-
taken. It was just the attic as viewed 
from the guest bedroom before 
they covered up the opening with a 
heavy-gauge plastic sheet.

Then they brought in the commer-
cial-grade heater and high-speed 
fans, packed them all into that small 
room and turned them on.

 It took a while to get used to the 
sound, which I would compare to 
flying in the back of a four-propeller 
airliner in the 1960s during a thun-
derstorm.

I can make that comparison 
because I did that at age 11, flying 
across the Atlantic Ocean.

 I was hoping that the plane 
would make it, but when I saw the 
pilot walk down the aisle towards 
the bathrooms with sweat covering 
the back of his shirt, I wasn’t so 
sure. But it made it, since I’m here.

This constant roar lasted for two 
full days as the room’s walls were 
dried out. It kept taking me back to 
that plane ride.

“This is like your clothes dryer,” 
said the technician. “Except the 
room isn’t tumbling around.”

The plane was. In my young 
mind, I was wondering why this 
flying bucket would be sent through 
a monster storm in the middle of the 
Atlantic. 

The non-stop roar of the fans in 
the room kept reminding me of what 
had to be one of the riskiest passen-
ger plane flights in modern times. In 
my opinion, anyway.

Then the roar stopped. The walls 
were dry. The hole in the ceiling was 
still there. The room was nice and 
warm. The technician signed off on 
the job and loaded his fans into the 
company truck.

Other workers came and patched 
up the ceiling, painted it and rein-
stalled the light fixture-fan combina-
tion. Then they cleaned up and left 
after I gave them a big, fat check.

The ordeal came to an end, 
unless something else pops up.

 But for now, the pipes are work-
ing, and the room looks great.

Oh, about that plane ride - I’ll 
elaborate on it in a subsequent 
column. Promise.

ROAR (From Page 1)

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals on wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals - call before 8 a.m. 
Take-out meals - call by 10:30 a.m. for 
pick-up at 11 a.m. Transportation avail-
able - call before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, April 21: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, cheese broccoli, beets, 
pears & cottage cheese, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Thursday, April 22: Sausage, 

onions & potato, black-eyed peas, 
collard greens, tossed salad, cornbread, 
dessert.

Friday, April 23: Meatloaf, macaroni & 
cheese, peas, spiced apples, peaches 
& cottage cheese, biscuits, dessert.

Monday, April 26: Ham, macaroni 
& cheese, peas, carrots, peaches & 
cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Tuesday, April 27: BBQ sausage, 
squash casserole, chili beans, cheese 
cauliflower, jello, cornbread, dessert.
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1-STORY DWELLING
& SINGLE CAR DRIVEWAY: $150

SINGLE-WIDE MOBILE HOME: $100

(979) 824-1870
James McBeth

By now, Bob’s wife, Enrily, was 
on the scene. With time a critical 
factor, doctors discussed treatment 
options.  

STROKE OF LUCK #2: Enrily 
was the CFO for an ad agency, and 
every Tuesday morning she flew to 
the San Francisco office. But not 
that Tuesday morning. She had 
stayed in Los Angeles and arrived 
at the hospital in time to make a 
treatment decision. Since Bob could 
neither speak nor understand, Enri-
ly’s consent was needed.

She was given two options.  
There was the traditional treatment 
of administering tPA, a clot -bust-
ing drug that operates like Drano.  
The drug, however, needs to be 
given quickly, and Bob’s stroke was 
severe.

The second option was a clinical 
trial being conducted at UCLA. The 
trial involved the MERCI Retriever, 
a corkscrew device that is threaded 
through an artery to remove the clot 
and restore blood flow. 

STROKE OF LUCK #3: The 
UCLA hospital also was close and 
was one of only three in the country 

conducting the trial. Bob qualified 
for the trial.

Enrily decided, and her husband 
was “red-lighted” by ambulance to 
UCLA.

STROKE OF LUCK #4:  Her 
decision was based on several 
factors: The severity of the stroke 
and the fact that UCLA was a major 
research institution. At the time, it 
was also one of the few hospitals 
with a stroke “team.”

But there was another factor. 
The couple’s daughter, Evan Rose, 
had broken her arm several months 
earlier. She had been taken to the 
same hospital Bob was in. They 
had waited five hours to get Evan 
Rose treated. Bob made it clear that 
if anything ever happened to him 
Enrily was to take him anywhere but 
the hospital he was in.

There was a team of eight waiting 
for Bob at UCLA. He was rolled into 
the operating room. As video rolled, 
he was asked to blink. He just 
stared into space.

He was then treated with the 
MERCI Retriever, which snared the 
blood clot at the base of his brain.

Still on the operating table, he 
was asked to move his right arm.  

He obliged. Same for his right leg.
A doctor asked his name.
“I said, ‘Robert Levy.’ They were 

jumping for joy; they were pretty 
excited,” he said.

“STROKE OF LUCK #5: Bob 
was only the second patient treated 
with the retriever. The first patient 
died.

Three years later, the MERCI 
Retriever was approved for wider 
use by the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration.

As for Bob, he left the hospital 
after a couple of days and was on 
the golf course 10 days after the 
surgery. The news of Bob and the 
MERCI Retriever made several 
network morning shows.

Now, 20 years later, he is 
semi-retired and thankful he has no 
lingering damage from his stroke.

As for me, I can’t help but 

wonder: What if I had gone to a 
different hospital with different 
doctors?  Would my luck have 
changed?

 I will never know.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

LUCK (From Page 1)

ABOUT MARS
• The landmass of Mars and 

Earth is very similar. Despite Mars 
being just 15% the volume and 
10% the mass of Earth, it actually 
has a similar landmass because 
water covers about 70% of Earth’s 
surface. The surface gravity of Mars 
is about 37% the gravity found on 
Earth. This means that on Mars you 
could in theory jump 3x higher than 
you could on Earth.

• It takes Mars 687 Earth days to 
orbit the Sun with its orbit radius of 
141,573,212 miles.

• Mars has seasons like Earth, 
but they last twice as long.
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Ways to celebrate Earth Day at home
Not sure how to celebrate Earth 

Day this year? Below are some 
great things you can do for Earth 
Day week with suggestions coming 
from The Old Farmer’s Almanac 
and wildlife expert sources.

SUPPORT OUR 
POLLINATORS, ETC.

 Plant a flower bed or garden 
to help bees. The top varieties to 
attract the pollinators that provide 
so much of our food are borage, 
butterfly bush, coneflower, cow 
parsnip, dahlia, daisy, dandelion, 
goldenrod, lavender, marigold, milk-
weed, snapdragon and sunflower. 

To help feed monarch butterflies, 
plant either common or/and spider 
milkweed. Chives, which can also 
be grown for your culinary cre-
ations, orange Siberian wallflowers, 
and blue or purple May Night Salvia  
will help them, too, as they migrate.

For hummingbirds, top`choices 
are beebalm, coral or trumpet hon-
eysuckle, cardinal flower and sages. 
Providing a water source is also 
important for pollinators.

 CLEAN UP PLASTIC IN 
YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD OR 

LOCAL PARK
One of the best ways to connect 

with the Earth is through cleanups! 
Go on a walk with a trash bag and 
help to clean up any plastic that you 
find. Perhaps you know of a nearby 
ditch that is polluted with trash that 
needs a spring cleaning! You’ll start 
to realize that plastic permeates 
every aspect of our lives. Don’t 
forget to recycle what plastic you 
can.

SWAP OUT YOUR 
KITCHEN AND HOUSEHOLD 

PRODUCTS
Let’s talk about the cooking and 

cleaning products that touch the 
food we eat as well as our skin. 
This year, we’ve discovered a line 
of kitchen and household products 
called “If You Care.” Everything’s 
biodegradable. Think 100% recycled 
aluminum foil, chemical-free parch-
ment paper for baking, compostable 
bags made with potato starch, and 
even vegetable-based inks for their 
packaging. We love the company’s 
motto: “We care simply because it’s 
the right thing to do!”

PLANT A TREE
We love our trees! They capture 

carbon, cool overheated places, 
benefit agriculture, support polli-
nators, reduce the risk of disease 
transmission and boost local econ-
omies. 

Did you know that planting one 
oak tree brings in more insect and 
bird species than an entire yard of 
plants? Talk to your local govern-
ment about planting more trees and 
native garden beds in public spaces 
or consider planting your own on 
your property!

USE WILDFLOWERS AND 
NATIVE PLANTS

Wildflowers and indigenous spe-
cies are not only beautiful but also 
attract native and beneficial insects 
that improve both pest control and 
pollination - meaning bigger flowers 
and bigger harvests. Try to simply 
add a couple of native plants to 
your garden each year, and you’ll 
be amazed at the difference - they’ll 
bring in pollinators as well as birds!

REDUCE, REUSE, RECYCLE 
IN THE GARDEN

Caring about yourself and nature 
means being less wasteful and 
saving money, too. Who could argue 
with this? If you are a gardener, 

here are just a few ideas: Buy in 
bulk when you know that you’ll need 
a lot of topsoil, mulch, compost, or 
other materials. This cuts down on 
plastic bags. Many garden centers 
will even deliver right to your yard. 

Reuse, recycle, or return old 
plastic pots and trays.

STOP PESTICIDES AND 
CHEMICALS IN THE GARDEN

Many beginner gardeners say 
these days they want to start grow-
ing without chemicals or pesticide in 
a way that works and saves money. 

Much of this is simply about 
focusing less on the plant and 
more on the health of the soil that 
supports the plant. If it’s nutrient-rich 
with organic matter, plants thrive.

You don’t need chemicals to get 
rid of pesky garden pests: Compan-
ion planting, natural remedies, and 

attracting predators, such as some 
insects and worms, to your garden 
can save you money and also save 
your plants.

Gardening and farming methods, 
such as not tilling the soil, growing 
cover crops during the off-season, 
and rotating crops (and grazing) 
help to retain organic materials in 
the soil.

CONSERVE WATER
We waste a lot of water. Avoid 

overwatering your plants and 
improve their health by knowing 
how much your garden really needs.

 Avoid watering your garden veg-
etables and plants from overhead, 
which invites fungal disease. Water 
at the soil level.

For gardens, flower beds, trees, 
and other nonlawn areas, consider 
installing a drip irrigation system or 

hose with irrigation holes that puts 
the water right into the soil, where 
you want it. If you must use sprin-
klers, put them on timers.

Harvest your rainwater from a 
roof, gutters, and the sky with a rain 
barrel. If you have a low-lying area, 
consider planting a “rain garden”, 
which captures runoff, filters out 
pollutants and provides food and 
shelter for butterflies, songbirds, 
and other wildlife. A rain garden 
is a depressed area planted with 
grasses and flowering perennials 
that collects the water and allows it 
to soak into the ground and reduce 
run-off.

GET KIDS INVOLVED
Pass down a love of nature and 

plants to kids. There are lots of 
opportunities for hands-on learning 
experiences outside.
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COLOR
The History of Earth Day 

The 1960s saw a dramatic uptick 
in environmental concerns in the 
U.S. With several environmental 
catastrophes, particularly the Santa 
Barbara oil spill and the Cuyahoga 
River fires of 1969, many Ameri-
cans felt it was time we took a more 
active approach in the stewardship 
of our planet. Gaylord Nelson was 
one of these people.

Inspired by these environmental 
disasters, the junior senator from 
Wisconsin established the first Earth 
Day on April 22, 1970, to bring 
light to the issue of environmental 
responsibility and transform the 
public’s attitude.

Inspired by the Vietnam War 
protests across the nations, Gaylord 
organized a “teach-in” on college 
campuses along with congressman 
Pete McCloskey and activist Denis 
Hayes. The group chose April 22, 

“a weekday falling between Spring 
Break and Final Exams, to maxi-
mize the greatest student participa-
tion.”

Of that first Earth Day, Nelson 
later wrote in an article, “It was 
on that day that Americans made 
it clear that they understood and 
were deeply concerned over the 
deterioration of our environment 
and the mindless dissipation of 
our resources. That day left a 
permanent impact on the politics 
of America. ... In short, Earth Day 
launched the Environmental decade 
with a bang.”

Earth Day was the push the 
nation needed, and shortly after-
ward Congress passed major 
initiatives that would become the 
foundation of the nation’s environ-
mental laws, including the National 
Environmental Education Act, the 

Occupational Safety and Health Act, 
the Clean Air Act, the Clean Water 
Act and the Endangered Species 
Act. Earth Day and EarthDay.org 
would launch A Billion Acts of Green 
across the globe.

In 2020, Earth Day marked 50 
years of environmental activism 
and showed no signs of slowing 
down. Despite taking place during a 
pandemic, Earth Day included more 
than 100 million people across 192 
countries participating.

Connect with us online 
www.cpchem.com

At Chevron Phillips Chemical, we strive each day to conduct our business 
in a safe, secure and environmentally responsible manner. We care 
deeply about the environment and monitor all parts of our operations to 
best utilize the resources we consume while reducing emissions and 
waste.

As our company grows, we will advance sustainable solutions, continuing 
to explore and share best practices in our industry to guide our 
sustainable strategy and create a better future. 

Performance by design. Caring by choice.™

Committed to creating  
a more sustainable future
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Spring gardening with Jan 
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Every spring, my fingers get to 
yearning to play in the dirt and get 
something growing, and they won’t 
let up on me until I get some kind of 
garden started. 

I learned in my first few years 
that planting a garden directly in the 
ground wasn’t going to work.

 First, there was always a chance 
the San Bernard River’s muddy 
water would inundate and destroy 
whatever was 
planted before the 
harvest. And, if 
that wasn’t the case, my husband, 
Roy, refused to mow around it.

It was a problem until Dona 
Worrell showed me the cinder 
block off-the-ground planter for her 
container garden that her husband, 
Tommy, built for her. That solved 
a whole lot of problems. Container 
gardens are built up, so they stay 
out of most inundations, and you 
don’t have to bend over so far to 
work the garden. It even keeps out 
some bugs. She also introduced me 
to heirloom vegetables, but that’s 
another story.

I told Roy what I wanted, and my 
container garden began. Roy split 
two 55-gallon plastic drums, made 
cradles for them, and for extra 

height, he fit them into the landing 
on our stairs facing the river – full 
sun.

We filled them with a mixture of 
sand and potting soil, and I started 
planting. It started out with just 
tomatoes – eight, I think. Two for 
each barrel half. I fed them Urban 
Farms tomato plant food (developed 
in this area of the world), and they 
took off. 

Some days I felt like that landing 
was the “Little Shop Around the 

Corner,” and I 
could almost hear 
the plants crying, 

“Feed Me!” Yeah, eight was too 
many; this year I am down to two, 
and I try different things each year.

Two of the barrels have one 
heirloom tomato plant in them – a 
German Johnson and a Pink Bran-
dywine. The one with the German 
Johnson in it also is growing a 
yellow bell pepper. Trying to find 
sweet peppers was hard to do this 
year. There were trays and trays of 
every hot pepper you can imagine 
but sweet peppers, not so much.

I have one other half barrel ded-
icated to Asparagus. Did you know 
that they have two ways of prop-
agating? By roots and by seeds. 
I keep letting my asparagus go to 
fern stage and create seeds, hoping 

they will fall below the planter and 
that someday we’ll have wild aspar-
agus growing there. So far, that 
hasn’t happened, but they did come 
back after the freeze. I just knew I 
had lost them.

The last half barrel is my exper-
imental barrel. I’ve tried brussels 
sprouts, broccoli, radishes, squash, 
and green beans in it. No luck at all 
with radishes or brussels sprouts. 
Great luck with squash, which Roy 
won’t eat, until blossom end rot sets 
in, and broccoli, until the heat sets 
in. 

The summer sun kills out the 
green beans before I have the 
chance to harvest more than a 
handful. This year, I planted new 
potatoes and beets. I’m pretty sure 
I can get a crop of new potatoes 
before summer gets them, but I 
think the beets are going to be a 
bust. We’ll see.

On my deck, I keep a couple of 
buckets of multiplying green onions 
for cooking. It’s so nice to harvest 
fresh ones when the recipe calls for 
them – so much more flavor. I am 
also reintroducing my loofah gourd, 
which makes loofah sponges. No, 
I am not going crazy. The loofah 
sponge you use in the bath or a nat-
ural scrubbing sponge in the kitchen 
is made from this gourd – not a 
marine animal like most folks think. 

I planted them here once before 
when I was a weekender. You must 
leave the loofah on the vine until 
completely dry in order to harvest 
the sponge inside the gourd; other-
wise, you get a mess.

So, I decided then to leave my 
beautiful gourds on the vine for one 
more week. When we got back the 
next weekend, every loofah (dry or 
green) had been purloined. Even 
the vines had been destroyed by the 
thief or thieves. 

I’ll devote my next column to why 
I like gardening and more about 
growing loofahs. 

But loofah thieves, be fore-
warned. We’re not weekenders this 
year, and my shotgun is loaded.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Jan’s German Johnson Tomato and yellow bell pepper growing this 
Spring.

Memories are made of this

CELEBRATING EARTH DAY 2021
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Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

9a.m. - 3p.m.
We will resume in-person 

classes shortly. 

April is National Car Care 
Month. Did you know that library 
cardholders can access reliable 
automotive help online 24/7 
through ChiltonLibrary?

 Whether you’ve got a little or a 
lot of DIY mechanic in you, here’s 
a go-to source we thought you 
should know about. The name 
“Chilton” has been around almost 
as long as there have been cars 
on the road, and now their auto 
repair manuals are available 
online through ChiltonLibrary.

“ChiltonLibray helps patrons 
save money on car repairs by 
offering expert, step-by-step guid-
ance on how to conduct repairs 
themselves, or by having greater 
knowledge about their vehicle 
when taking it to a professional 
for service,” said Tom West, Adult 
Program Coordinator. “Library 
cardholders can tap into this 
resource at the library or through 
their home computer, iPad or 

tablet, or even on their smartphone, 
around the clock.” 

ChiltonLibrary, part of Gale, a 
Cengage Company, provides access 
to repair, maintenance and service 
information on 
the most popular 
cars, trucks, vans 
and SUVs on the 
road today, as 
well as many new 
vehicles! 

This continually 
updated resource provides step-by-
step repair procedures as well as 
troubleshooting guides and diagnos-
tic trouble codes, photos, illustra-
tions, diagrams, and multimedia 
(videos and animations) to simplify 
even the most complicated tasks.

In addition to finding repair infor-
mation, library users are able to:

• Look up recalls and service 
bulletins;

• Find estimated labor time, help-
ing users confidently estimate repair 
costs;

• Prepare for ASE mechanic certifi-
cation with test prep quizzes.

ChiltonLibrary supplies a solution 
for the “do-it-yourselfer” that is easy 

to use no matter the skill level.
 With product enhancements such 

as mobile optimization and Read-
Speaker text-to-speech technology, 
ChiltonLibrary is a perfect solution for 
all vehicle needs. Repair, main-
tenance and specification tables 
provide critical data on thousands 
of domestic and imported models 
of cars and light trucks from 1940 
onward.

Brazoria County Library cardhold-
ers can access ChiltonLibrary from 
library computers or remotely by 
visiting the library’s website: bcls.
lib.tx.us and searching under the 

Research Room 
tab for ChiltonLi-
brary. 

All you need 
is a library card 
to access this 
service. Library 
cards are free and 

available at all branches. You can 
also apply for a card online by click-

ing on the “Get a Library Card” link at 
the bottom of the webpage.

About Brazoria County 
Library System (BCLS)

BCLS is a dynamic system 
of  libraries providing convenient  
access to quality and popular 
resources to meet the educational 

and recreational needs of Brazoria 
County residents of all ages. There 
are 12 libraries in the system, 
located in the following cities: 
Alvin, Angleton, Brazoria, Clute, 
Danbury, Freeport, Lake Jackson, 
Manvel, Pearland (2), Sweeny, and 
West Columbia. bcls.lib.tx.us
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KARENS (From Page 1)

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

in public, usually because some-
one else isn’t following the rules 
as understood by the “Karen” in 
question. Unfortunately for Karens 
everywhere, these disputes are 
often recorded on cell phones 
(probably being financed by the 
recorders’ parents) and wind up on 
YouTube, SnapTok, or whatever 
those meddling kids are using these 
days.

Now don’t get me wrong here, 
some entitled Karens on these 
videos spout racist or abusive lan-
guage, and they are worthy of their 
online ridicule.

Other times, though, they simply 
insist that people do the right thing - 
like wear a face mask, park legally, 
or keep their doglets from deco-
rating someone else’s lawn with 
organic IEDs. 

And, yes, these Karens often 
“lose it” in spectacular fashion, 
delivering epic tongue lashings - the 
kind that my mom used to adminis-
ter when I was a kid and left every 
cabinet door open in the kitchen 
after foraging for Ding Dongs.

 And, by golly, I deserved her 
wrath! I also knew better than to 
respond with anything other than a 
“Yes, Ma’am” if I wanted to retain 
the ability to sit on my sitter. 

I must admit that I’ve had a few 
of my own YouTube-worthy Karen 
moments. For example, when a 
local hardware store clerk recently 
refused to accept my return of a 
“defective” weed eater, I asked to 
speak to the manager, gave him 
one of the few remaining pieces 
of my mind and informed him that 
I wouldn’t be darkening his door 
again. (I’m sure he was relieved - 
and so was I when I later realized I 
had just assembled the weed eater 
incorrectly because I refused to 
read the instructions.)

Another time, I mildly flipped 
out at a local restaurant when they 
forgot to cook my middle daughter’s 
order of Belgian Waffles. I furiously 
marched right to the kitchen counter 
area and demanded to know 
who was in charge of waffles and 
whether there were any Belgians 
I could speak to directly. Luckily, 

I’m pretty sure the chef only spoke 
Spanish - at least she pretended to.

My point is that we all reach our 
limits occasionally and have out-
bursts that could very well result in a 
televised interview with Oprah. 

So when you encounter various 
Karens, say a prayer for them. And 
if you’re the object of a Karen’s 
Karening, try diffusing the situation 
with a “Yes, Ma’am, Sir, or what 

have you. It won’t happen again.”
 You might be surprised at the 

Karen’s reaction - and how much 
better you’ll feel.

And if that doesn’t work, feel free 
to whip out your cell phone and start 
recording.

(Copyright 2021 Jase Graves.  
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.)

Empanadas are turnover pastries 
made of dough that is wrapped 
around a wide range of savory and 
sweet fillings. They can be baked 
or fried, served hot or cold and be a 
main or side dish.

The traditional empanada dates 
back to as early as 1520.

It is believed that empanadas 
(and calzones, which are quite 
similar) are both derived from 
samosas, which are Arabic meat-
filled pies.

Empanadas
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

We need to give thanks for those around us
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I am just beginning my legal 
career and have been offered a 
large salary and lots of perks. My 
friends say that I am concentrating 
on things instead of value. What is 
wrong with that? - S.P.

A: Luke 16 is the famous 
passage about a rich man whose 
disobedience to God led him to 
reject the very thing he longed for - 
eternal life. God does not condemn 
people because they are rich, nor 
does He justify others because 
they are poor. Poverty is not a 
virtue, nor are riches themselves 
sin.

But Jesus did say, “It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God” (Luke 
18:25). People who attain great 
riches often trust in them more than 
trusting in God. 

This was the problem with the 
young man in Scripture. He sought 
Jesus. He came to Jesus. He 
even bowed before Him desper-
ately wanting to know how to gain 
eternal life in Heaven. When Jesus 
told him to forsake all, he walked 
away. He did not want to give up 
his vast wealth in order to follow 
Christ to Heaven. His riches were a 
distraction to obeying Jesus.

The altar of God is where kings 
and paupers meet. There are no 
rich nor poor in God’s Kingdom. 
The rich man must put his riches 
upon the altar, and the poor man 
must put his greed upon the altar 
and with one voice cry out to God, 
“Nothing in my hand I bring, simply 
to thy cross I cling.”

Some of the finest Christians 
are people of means, but their 
bank accounts, like their lives, are 
consecrated wholly to God. Money 
with all of its advantages cannot 
buy everything, but Christ gave His 
all to save us. Make Him the center 
of life in every way.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

Back in the 1970’s, there was a popular toy called “Silly Putty.” It came in a plastic egg con-
tainer and smelled oddly of vanilla. It was a rubbery substance that could be easily stretched, 
molded, and shaped into whatever a child wanted it to be. It had properties of both a liquid and a 
solid. You could easily push a finger through it and slowly stretch it into a long ribbon, but if you 
slammed your fist on it, it felt as hard as cement, and if you pulled it suddenly, it would snap in 
half like a solid. When you rolled it into a ball, it would bounce merrily across the room.

Wonderful stuff.
One of the other properties that sold kids on the squishy toy was that it could be flattened onto 

the Sunday morning comics, and the cartoon panels would imprint themselves onto the surface 
of the Silly Putty. Then, once you’d done that, you could wad it all back up, flatten it again, and 
make another cartoon panel.

It occurs to me that there is an analogy to be made to people in an egg of silly putty.
Some Christians are hard and rigid. Their hearts are as impenetrable by the gospel as are 

people in the world (Matthew 13:19). When their sin is pointed out to them, they become defiant 
and haughtily refuse to repent.

Some people are too pliable. They are easily stretched and shaped by the world around them. 
Christians are supposed to resist the world’s shaping (2 Corinthians 6:14), but many do not. They 
are always stretching their necks to see “what is on the other side.”

Some people bear the image of people around them. We are supposed to be different, being 
light and salt to the world (Matthew 5:13-14). Unfortunately, some Christians are Christians in 
name only. Evidence of their conversion is quite hard to see.

Some people snap too easily. Yet, the word of God says we are to be temperate in all things, 
and not given to wrath (Titus 1:7-8). How sad it is when a Christian cannot temper his anger and 
hold his tongue.

     Do you see yourself in any of these descriptions?  Perhaps you need to study the Bible and 
mold yourself by it, not by the world. Please join us this week for a Bible study!

Silly Putty People

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

“Why” is a little three-letter word 
that opens doors to reveal clues 
we didn’t even know were there.

I love the possibility of words.  
You can string them together, take 
them apart and rearrange them 
again, sort of like a train set, and 
“Why” is one of the most intriguing 
cars in this train set. It takes some-
thing for here, and 
something from 
there and hooks 
them together and 
takes us on a journey. Why is the 
understanding car, sort of like the 
caboose. It’s the end of the train 
but opens and reveals things from 
a new perspective. 

Understanding received a lot of 
ink in the Bible. It’s mentioned 152 

times! God either has an unlimited 
supply of ink or thinks we’re hard 
of hearing. Well, maybe that’s not 
a good analogy since He actually 
does have an unlimited supply of 
ink. The more obvious reason is we 

weren’t listening 
the first 151 times! 

Did you read 
Proverbs 4:7 like I 

told you to? What did I tell you was 
the most important thing to do first? 
O.K., now what did I say to do 
after you did the first thing? O.K., 
now repeat it to Me… Wisdom is 
the principal thing; Therefore, get 
wisdom. And in all your getting, get 

understanding.” 
In the beginning of my journey 

with the Lord, some scriptures 
seemed to shout rather unpleas-
antly at me. I grew up with an 
absentee father and had several 
stepfathers along the way, who 
gave me ample reason to fear 
them. It was an understood com-
bination to me that father and fear 
went together. 

I’m still on the journey of healing. 
It has been a long process. Not 
because it is too hard for Jesus; it’s 
often too hard for me.  

As I began my search of under-
standing, it opened my heart to 
deeper boundaries for wisdom, 
and fear. At first, it was no Sunday 
drive, and most of the time the 
AC was broken, or so it seemed. 
The gas tank read empty more 

Why?

CHASING THE CREATOR

times than I care to remember, but 
somehow, the miles started adding 
up behind me. 

I didn’t realize what an awesome 
restored gift this was from the 
Lord. My husband can’t under-
stand how I can get on the elevator 
with people, and by the time we 
get to the bottom floor, I know their 
names, their children’s names, and 
the name of their pet!  

Occasionally, I encounter 
someone who just won’t warm up 
to me. Now, I understand there 
is a hurt boundary there, and it 

may take a while to be welcomed 
in, but eventually if I stay in there 
loving on them, they just can’t help 
themselves. 

The record now is two years. 
Two years of going through the 
drive-through at Happy Hour and 
speaking sweetly, calling her by 
name until one day, she smiled 
back. 

That’s why.
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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week ahead, a small fragment of 
knowledge may lead you to specu-
late about how to achieve a richer 
life. It’s not just wishful thinking if it 
inspires you toward greater joy and 
authenticity.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
As a member of a group, you can 
emphasize your best points as the 
coming week unfolds. This can lead 
other people to notice the benefits 
of being your ally or companion. 
Always be a team player. There is 
no “I” in TEAM.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
loved one may be popular and in 
demand, and you could be glad 
for it, but you may still suffer a few 
pangs of jealousy. As the week 
unfolds, you can find ways to make 
peace with this.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Be glad that you can see the large 
patterns that count and aren’t 
distracted by nonessential details. 
Take notes and gather facts but 
wait to make the purchase you 
dream of later in the week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Use the internet or a library to 
expand your horizons and enjoy 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): The 
New Moon in your sign may subtly 
shift your attention to your inner 
fantasies and wishful thinking. Your 
romantic nature may be stirred and 
imaginative ideas kindled as the 
week unfolds. Surprise a special 
person in your life.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Being part of the bigger picture, 
perhaps by interacting with people 
on social media, may be your cup 
of tea. As the week begins, you 
may be challenged to avoid jeal-
ousy and unfair generalizations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
may accept people at face value in 
the week to come. Challenge your-
self to look deeper, and you’ll make 
new discoveries. People appreciate 
your sensitivity to their feelings. Tell 
your spouse or friend something 
special.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You will likely find your way out of 
an impasse with someone after a 
struggle. In the upcoming week, 
your interest in building your reputa-
tion and receiving more recognition 
may grow stronger.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In the 

mysteries from afar this week. 
They could be a little disappointing 
viewed from a closer perspec-
tive right now. Soon you will be 
rewarded with travel opportunities.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Your home can be a place where 
dreams come true. The pressure 
to achieve something spectacular 
could build up this week until you 
are ready to take drastic action.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
As the week progresses, you might 
look forward to a competition or 
become more enthusiastic about 
your job. But don’t walk over people 
just to get ahead. Your friends may 
become involved in your family life 
or influence your key decisions. 
Don’t forget that family is most 
important.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Destiny is constantly being config-
ured, as all choices are factored 
in. Instead of holding ungrounded 
fears and apprehensions, use your 
free will to create the life you dream 
of. Eat healthy and then reward 
yourself with your favorite comfort 
food once a week.

(C)2021 Tribune Content Agency, LLC.

Bulletin horoscope

April 20
1902 - Marie and Pierre Curie 

isolate the radioactive compound 
radium chloride.

1999 - Columbine High School 
massacre: Eric Harris and Dylan 
Klebold kill 13 people and injure 24 
others before committing suicide at 
Columbine High School, Colorado.

2010 - The Deepwater Horizon 
drilling rig explodes, killing 11 and 
causing the rig to sink, causing a 
massive oil discharge into the Gulf 
of Mexico and an environmental 
disaster.

April 21
1865 - Abraham Lincoln’s funeral 

train leaves Washington.
1904 - Ty Cobb makes his pro 

debut for Augusta (South Atlantic 
League).

1956 - Elvis Presley’s 1st 
hit record, “Heartbreak Hotel”, 
becomes #1.

April 22
1954 - The Senate Army-Mc-

Carthy hearings begin. They are 
broadcast on television.

1955 - Congress orders all U.S. 

coins to bear the motto “In God We 
Trust.”

1970 - First Earth Day is 
observed in most American cities to 
raise awareness about pollution.

April 23
President George Washington 

moves into Franklin House, New 
York.

1914 - The Federals defeat 
Kansas City 9-1 in the first major 
league game to be played in 
Chicago’s Weeghman Park, later 
renamed Wrigley Field.

1966 - President Lyndon 
Johnson publicly appeals for more 
nations to come to the aid of South 
Vietnam.

1969 - Sirhan Sirhan is sen-
tenced to death for killing Senator 
Robert Kennedy.

April 24
0858 - St. Nicholas I begins his 

reign as Catholic Pope.
1800 - The Library of Congress 

is established in Washington, D.C. 
with a $5,000 allocation.

1961 - President John Kennedy 
accepts “sole responsibility” for the 

failed invasion of Cuba at the Bay 
of Pigs.

April 25
1792 - The guillotine is first used 

to execute highwayman Nicolas J. 
Pelletier.

1859 - Work begins on the Suez 
Canal in Egypt.

1960 - The first submerged 
circumnavigation of the Earth is 
completed by a Triton submarine.

1980 - President Jimmy Carter 
tells the American people about the 
hostage rescue disaster in Iran.

April 26
1564 - William Shakespeare is 

baptized.
1931 - New York Yankee Lou 

Gehrig hits a home run but is called 
out for passing a runner. The mis-
take ultimately costs him the home 
run record.

1941 - The first organ is played 
at a baseball stadium in Chicago.

1983 - The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average breaks 1,200 for first time.

1986 - The world’s worst nuclear 
disaster occurs at the Chernobyl 
power plant in the Soviet Union.

History of the World On This Day
5773 County Road 961, Brazoria, TX 77422

3 bedroom, 21/2 bath,
newly updated inside & out. 1949 Sq. Ft. on 0.72 acres

Located on the San Bernard River. Dock with cleaning station.
Raised vegetable garden. Fruit trees. Quiet neighborhood.

See more pictures on zillow.com

For Sale By Owner

979-236-5970 • 979-236-2186

Relax & Watchthe Sunset on
the San Bernard!

$315,000

Prices Good Thru 4-27-21
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 *Ready to set sail, say
8 Diplomatic rep.
11 Machines with Windows, briefly
14 More tired
15 Foe of Chiang
16 Swing, jazz or rock ‘n’ roll
17 *1950s sitcom co-star
19 Early internet company
20 Investor’s purchase: Abbr.
21 Amazement

22 German cameras
24 Bashful
26 *Hester Prynne’s mark of shame
28 No-no
31 Continental coins
32 “Inside the NBA” analyst Shaq
33 Returning GI’s diagnosis
34 Capitol Hill helper
38 Musically monotonous
40 Collection of sacred songs
42 Geeky type

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
EMU  OWL  CROW  HAWK  DOVE  DUCK  RAVEN  QUAIL

43 19-Across et al.
45 Lazy __: revolving tray
46 December mall figure
48 Foolish
49 *”Which side of the debate will 

you argue?”
52 June honoree
53 Really bothers
54 Fair-hiring inits.
56 Wood for bats
59 Home security co.
60 *Culpable one
64 Fairway position
65 Bruins legend
66 Answered
67 Title for Elton
68 Once called
69 Chess match climax, and what 

the last word of each answer to a 
starred clue can have

Down
1 Hooting birds
2 Not masc. or fem.
3 Begin to parallel park, with “in”
4 “... __ quit!”
5 Feel crummy
6 Race with batons
7 Sketched
8 Org. with a Health Care Advocacy 

web page
9 Ducks whose males have green 

heads
10 Slow-tempo Spanish dance
11 Quiet partner
12 Zagreb native
13 Taco topper
18 Harass
23 “Casablanca” heroine
24 Stinkers
25 Prefix with gram
27 Zodiac borders
28 Bugs Bunny or Bullwinkle
29 Lestat creator Rice
30 Bar pint contents
33 Sauce with basil
35 “__ miracle!”
36 College faculty head
37 Shore bird
39 __ of iodine: antiseptic
41 China’s continent
44 Group of jurors
47 Ferdinand II’s realm
49 Rings, as a bell
50 Bike spokes, geometrically
51 Furry aquatic mammal
52 Elder statesman
55 To be, in Tours
56 Puccini piece
57 Pipe part
58 Stevenson’s villainous Mr.
61 Wrath
62 Scoreboard abbr. for a rainout
63 High school subj.
(C) Tribune Content Agency, LLC.
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Early Voting Starts April 19 . Election Day May 1

Puns and needles highlight of second shot, but still no open bar
By Jerry Zezima
Tribune News Service (TNS)

Now that I have gotten my 
second dose of the coronavirus vac-
cine and am suffering no ill effects, 
aside from a troublesome bout of 
incoherence, which I was actually 
born with, I can say without fear of 
contradiction or incarceration that 
the pandemic is finally over.

Or more accurately, according to 
the nice and knowledgeable person 
who gave me the shot, it will likely 
end soon, thanks to my heroic and 
entirely questionable efforts.

I did my part to eradicate this 
once-in-a-century scourge by going 
with my wife, Sue, who had already 
received her second shot and 
accompanied me in case I fainted, 
to a major vaccination site with 
every important medical feature 
except, unfortunately, an open bar.

As I did the first time, I drove to 
the building that served as vaccine 

central. After Sue and I walked in 
and had our temperatures taken, 
I was directed to a table where a 
pleasant staffer named Charles 
asked to see my paperwork.

“Because I’m getting my second 
dose,” I said, “does that mean the 
pandemic is over?”

“I hope so,” Charles responded.
Tiffany, who sat next to him, 

added, “Now I don’t have to get my 
second one.”

“I’m here to help,” I told her.
“I appreciate it,” she said.
“I figured you were going in 

alphabetical order,” I said. “And 
since my last name begins with a Z, 
this is the end of the virus.”

“That explains why people are 
clearing out,” Tiffany said.

“They probably saw me coming,” I 
said. “I have that effect.”

“I’ve heard that about you,” Tif-
fany said as Charles handed me my 
paperwork and, very politely, told 

me where to go.
I walked down a hallway with 

Sue to a door with a sign that read: 
“Second shots.”

We stood in line for about five 
minutes before I was directed to a 
station where Olivia would be giving 
me the vaccine.

“How did you react to your first 
shot?” she asked.

“Just fine,” I said. “I liked it so 
much, I came back for a second 
one.”

“Maybe you could come back for 
a third,” Olivia suggested.

“I’d come back for a fifth,” I 
replied, “but you don’t serve alcohol, 
do you?”

“No, but I will rub alcohol on your 
arm before I give you the injection,” 
answered Olivia.

“I’ve heard that some people get 
bad reactions to their second shots,” 
I said.

“You might have a sore arm,” 
Olivia said.

“Does this mean I won’t be able 
to pitch in the major leagues?” I 
asked.

“I’m afraid so,” she replied. “You 
might also have a fever and chills.”

“Then I’d be running hot and 
cold,” I noted.

“Any other concerns?” Olivia 
inquired.

“I’m naturally lightheaded, so 
how will I know the difference?” I 
wondered. “And what if I become 
incoherent?”

“Then your wife will ignore you,” 
Olivia said.

Sue, who was standing nearby, 
nodded and said, “I do that anyway.”

“Your wife is smart,” Olivia said.
“You have a point,” I noted.
“Actually, I do,” said Olivia, who 

used it to painlessly give me the 
shot.

“Do you realize,” I said as I 
buttoned my shirt and took a card 
signifying I was fully vaccinated, 
“that when the pandemic is over, the 
only people wearing masks will be 

bank robbers?”
“Until then,” Olivia said, “you 

should still wear one when you go 
out. But you are doing your part to 
eradicate the virus.”

“So far, it’s kept me off the 

streets,” I said. “But pretty soon, I’ll 
be on the loose again. And no one 
will be safe from my stupid jokes.”

“In that case,” Olivia said, “people 
may have to be vaccinated against 
you.”

 Political Ad paid for by Armando and Maria Ruvalcaba
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