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Kathleen Hopkins, president & CEO of the Angleton Chamber of 
Commerce, recently officially completed the process of adopting her 
10-year-old grandson, Destry, so this Mother's Day on May 9 should be 
extra special for both of them. Congratulations to Kathleen & Destry! 
(Photo by Sharon Toth).

Biology is just part of being Mom A happy ‘Bonus’ Mother’s Day
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

I am planning to have a happy 
“Bonus” Mother’s Day on May 9.

Some of us are mothers, and 
some, like me, are bonus mothers. 
We had nothing to do with our 
children’s birth, but 
they came along 
as a package deal 
with our husbands.

 It doesn’t matter how mothers 
became mothers -  whether they 
gave birth, married into a family or 
adopted a child. Moms are quite 
often our first nurses, chefs, teach-
ers (this is truer than ever with the 
COVID years), chauffeurs, etc. They 
give of themselves so their children 
can excel. Even if the bloodline is 
different, their loving actions are the 
same.

So, let’s celebrate Mom. Serve 
her breakfast in bed, give her a 
card, or flowers – just remember 
her. The best remembrances don’t 
have to be elaborate. Mom would 
like the cold cereal and orange 
juice breakfast in bed served by 

little loving hands  
just as much as 
mimosas and 
omelets at a 

fancy restaurant. 
(Note to grown children: Mimo-

sas and omelets sound pretty good, 
though. Save the cold cereal and 
make those reservations or invest 
in a good cookbook.)

The Mother’s Day card made 
from construction paper, glue and 
sparkles that took two little hands 
hours to make stands shoulders 

Memories are made of this

By John Toth
The Bulletin

The sun was shining bright in the 
sky on that brisk October day as we 
packed our suitcases. It was the last 
day my mother and I would spend in 
the room that we called our tempo-
rary home in Vienna, Austria. 

The next night we would be 
sleeping in America. We didn’t know 
exactly where, but there would 
be someone at the airport in New 
York City to guide us through the 

confusion of being in a new country 
(again) and not understanding 
(again) what people around us were 
saying.

Austria would not grant us immi-
grant status. It was just a stop-over 
for refugees from behind the Iron 
Curtain. We arrived in Vienna a 
year and a half earlier with a forged 
passport and fake papers. The train 
ticket was real, though.

It was time again to leave it all 
behind and start over.

The plane from Schwechat 
Flughafen was leaving in the eve-
ning. We could only take two suit-
cases with us, so we gave the rest 
of our belongings away. We took 
one last look at the room, closed the 
door and handed the keys to our 
landlord, our good friend, who was 
in tears. U.S.A., here we come.

Dark rain clouds moved in.
The airplane looked like an old 

piece of chartered junk. It was a 
four-propeller grayish looking flying 
bucket that probably flew missions 
in WWII over Europe. Well, maybe 
not that old.

About 100 immigrants fit into it. 
Our seats were in the back, next to 

Ramblings

Would you trust cars without drivers?
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

My dad, a car dealer, always had 
the same advice whenever I was 
shopping for a car. 

“Just remember,” he would say, 
“the more gadgets 
a car has, the more 
that can go wrong.” 

Back then, he was referring to 
such crazy innovations as cars with 
air conditioning and heating, power 

windows and power seats.
I recalled dad’s advice after 

seeing news about two Hous-
ton-area men being killed in a 
crash when their Tesla 2019 Model 
S slammed into a tree.

A preliminary 
investigation 
of the accident 

revealed neither man was driving 
the car that was equipped with 
Autopilot, Tesla’s driver assistance 
feature.

One man was in the passen-
ger seat and one in the rear seat, 
officials said. It took four hours 
to extinguish the fire because of 
the batteries needed in electric 
vehicles.

Elon Musk, Tesla’s chief exec-
utive, defends his product saying 
a Tesla with Autopilot has a lower 
risk of accident than an average 
vehicle.

Technically, Tesla vehicles are 
not self-driving. They require 
“active driver supervision,” but 
Autopilot can steer, accelerate and 
brake automatically within a lane.

The View from My Seat

Mother’s Day another first for new mom
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

All Mother’s Days are special to 
me because I have a super mom. 
But this time I’m celebrating having 
a mom and being 
one.

Being a mother 
is hard and 
rewarding, and I love it - even the 
sleepless nights when I’m holding 
my baby and praying that he will fall 
asleep before I do.

My baby is almost one year old, 
and this past year has completely 

changed my life. I wouldn’t change 
one thing about it.

Momming (definitely a verb) is 
not easy. From delivering the baby, 
to the newborn stage of getting no 

sleep and feeding 
every two hours, 
it’s, honestly, 
exhausting. 

I don’t really remember the first 
three months. It all blends together. 
I think it’s a trick that’s played on 
us moms so we eventually have 
more kids and forget how hard it 

New Mommy Diaries
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Weather facts that 
are not ordinary

May 6, 1987 - Eighteen cities 
in California and Oregon reported 
record high temperatures for the 
date. Highs of 91 degrees at Port-
land OR, 101 degrees at Medford 
OR, and 104 degrees at Sacra-
mento CA, were the warmest of 
record for so early in the season.

May 7, 1840 - A powerful 
tornado wrecked many boats at the 
Natchez Landing in Mississippi, then 
plowed through the city on the bluff. 
The tornado killed 317 persons and 
caused $1 million in damage. The 
force of the storm caused houses 
to burst open. The tornado was the 
most deadly and destructive in early 
American history.

May 9, 1977 - A late season 
snowstorm hit parts of Pennsylva-
nia, New York State, and southern 
and central New England. Heavier 
snowfall totals included 27 inches at 
Slide Mountain N.Y. and 20 inches 
at Norwalk CT. At Boston, it was 
the first May snow in 107 years 
of records. The heavy wet snow 
caused extensive damage to trees 
and power lines. The homes of half 
a million people were without power 
following the storm.

May 11, 1953 - A tornado hit 
Waco, TX, killing 114 persons and 
burying some downtown streets 
under five feet of fallen bricks. (The 
Weather Channel).

May 11, 1966 - The 1.6 inch 
snow at Chicago, IL., was their 
latest measurable snow of record in 
May. Previously, the record was 3.7 
inches on May 1-2, set in 1940.

Anthony’s Key & Lockout Service
(979) 977-0020 . (713) 501-5625

Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied

Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek
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handed for advantage against right-
handed pitchers, and vice versa.  
But why have there been so few 
switch-pitchers, such as Greg Harris 
some years ago with the Montreal 
Expos?

A.  Handedness is strongest for 
ballistic movements such as kicking, 
clubbing, hammering, and espe-
cially accurate throwing, making 
ambidextrous pitching tough, says 
University of Washington neurobiol-
ogist William H. Calvin, author of “A 
Brain for All Seasons.”  

For batting, both sides of the 
body are pretty equally involved, 
and switching around is more a 
matter of practice.

But in pitching, one arm executes 
a very complicated plan constructed 
during “get set” and must release 
the ball within a very tight “launch 
window” to hit the desired place in 
the strike zone. 

The batter can keep correcting his 
swing as the ball approaches, but 
the pitcher is launching an unguided 
missile. The brain usually does that 
job best with a preferred hand.

Footnote on Greg Harris:  It 
proved so upsetting to batters to 
have one pitch coming at them 
from the right, next from the left, 
that Baseball soon ruled a pitcher 
couldn’t switch pitching hands 
during the same at-bat.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Human tails
Q. Are humans ever born with 

tails?
A. More than 100 such cases 

have been in the medical literature, 
likened at times to pigs’ tails, with 
their owners sometimes able to wag 
or curl them, says Jan Bondeson, 
Ph.D, in “A Cabinet of Medical 
Curiosities.”

In 1901, a Johns Hopkins 
anatomist studied a boy, otherwise 
healthy, born with a 1.5-inch tail that 
grew to 3 inches by the time he was 
6 months, which he could “contract” 
when he was irritated, or coughed, 
or sneezed. 

Covered with normal skin, it had 
a core of connective tissue and fat, 
a normal supply of nerves and blood 
vessels, and strong muscle strands 
through it, explaining its mobility.  

Many tailed infants have had true 
vestigial tails, where the outer part 
of the “caudal filament” persists.  
But dissimilar malformations exist, 
including the 19th-century case of a 
man who, when asked why he had 
been rejected from the cavalry, said 
“Because I have a tail, Sir!” 

 The surgeon examined him and 
confirmed that the broad, unyielding 
elongation of his coccyx would have 
made his career as a cavalryman an 
extremely painful one.

“It is an open question,” con-
cludes Bondeson, “how long a tail 
can get if allowed to grow indefi-
nitely, for nowadays tails are usually 
amputated at an early age to spare 

the child and its parents anxiety and 
unwelcome attention.”

Friday the 13th is 
everywhere

Q. Wouldn’t you just guess 
there’d be more Fridays the 13th 
than Saturdays the 13th or any 
other day?  

A. You’d be right, says Alfred 
Posamentier in “Math Charmers: 
Tantalizing Tidbits for the Mind.” 

 This fact was first pointed out by 
B.H. Brown in “American Mathemat-
ical Monthly.”

  Figuring the number of days 
in one 4-year Gregorian calendar 
cycle is 3 x 365 + 366 = 1461. So in 
400 years there are 100 x 1461 - 3 
= 146,097 days.

  “Note that the century year, 
unless divisible by 400, is not a leap 
year; hence the deduction of 3.”

This number is exactly divisible 
by 7 for the weeks. 

There are 4800 months in the 
400-year cycle, so the 13th comes 
up 4800 times. As it works out, each 
cycle has 684 Saturdays the 13th, 
687 Sundays, 685 Mondays and 
Tuesdays, 687 Wednesdays, 684 
Thursdays and - lo and behold - 688 
FRIDAYS.  As (un)luck would have 
it.

Switch-pitchers
Q. Baseball has plenty of 

switch-hitters, batting usually left-

DID YOU KNOW 
ABOUT MOTHER’S 

DAY?
• Mother’s Day is always cele-

brated every year on the second 
Sunday of May.

• Approximately 122 million calls 
are made on the second Sunday 
of May.

• Around approximately one 
quarter of all the flowers purchased 
throughout the year are bought for 
Mother’s Day.

• About 87 million adults make 
plans to go to a restaurant for 
Mother’s Day.

• Woodrow Wilson signed Moth-
er’s Day into law in 1914.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

I AM, TOO, A COP! WHAT 
MAKES YOU THINK I’M NOT? 
OH, I SEE: A 60-year-old man was 
arrested twice in Bunnell, Fla., for 
impersonating a police officer, using 
a badge to avoid paying a $2 toll. 
Two days after he was arrested the 
first time, he tried it again. This time, 
the toll booth attendant showed 
him a newspaper article about his 
previous arrest, so he put away the 
badge and paid the toll. He was 
arrested again later. 

HE PRIDES HIMSELF ON 
HIS CUSTOMER SERVICE: A 
drug dealer was arrested in Simi 
Valley, Calif., after he was caught 
using a drone to deliver heroin to his 
clients. 

HOW DID YOU GUYS GET 
HERE SO FAST?: A drunk driver 
was arrested for doing burnouts at 
about 2:30 a.m. in a parking garage 
directly above the police station 
in Adelaide, Australia. Alerted by 
the noise, officers went up there 
and saw a large amount smoke 
and smelled burnt rubber. He was 
charged with misusing a motor 
vehicle. 

WAKEY, WAKEY, EGGS 
AND BAKEY: A heavily intox-
icated young man fell asleep in 
the McDonald’s drive-thru lane 
in Columbus, Ohio. When police 
arrived, the car was still in drive with 
the unconscious man’s foot on the 
brake. The cops tapped repeatedly 
on the windows and windshield but 
failed to wake him up, so they start 
shaking the car. When that failed, 
they turned on their siren. One of 
the officers said, “I’ve never seen a 
guy this out.”  

THIS PICTURE DEFINITELY 
WON’T MAKE THE WEDDING 
ALBUM: A new bride was mortified 
when she realized that a picture of 
a wine glass that she had taken on 
her honeymoon - while in the nude - 
and posted on Instagram showed a 
reflection of her in all her glory. One 
of her friends tried to let her know 
before all of her followers saw the 
post, but the damage had already 
been done. “Seventy-four people 
saw it,” she said. “That’s 74 people 
and my husband’s mom too many.” 

DRUGS AND COOKIES: A 
man broke into a grocery store in 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 77515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

With
Coupon

Drive-thru

available
Homemade Tortillas

10% OFF
TOTAL PURCHASE

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

(Good thru May 9, 2021)

IN HONOR OF MOTHER’S DAY

Minneapolis, and stole 23 cases of 
Girl Scout cookies. Cops, respond-
ing to the burglar alarm, saw 
him trying to drive away. Officers 
searched his car and found two 
stolen license plates, bolt cutters, a 
used meth pipe, and a small amount 
of heroin in addition to the cookies. 

HOW DID THEY CATCH US, 
I WONDER?: Two women, who 
equipped their car with red and blue 
lights in their windshield and a siren, 
posed as police officers, pulled over 
a car in Sarasota, Fla., and made 
aggressive and derogatory state-
ments to the driver and passengers. 

They were arrested after they 
livestreamed the fake traffic stop on 
Faceboo.

 ON OUR WAY TO BUST 
SOME GHOSTS, OFFICER; 
(PLAY ‘WHO-YA-GONNA 
CALL’? MUSIC): A man drove his 
family to a supermarket in Manches-
ter, England, to do some shopping 
in a second-hand ambulance with 
the emergency lights flashing. 
Police seized the ambulance and 
charged him with driving while 
disqualified, without a license and 
without insurance and using a vehi-
cle with unauthorized blue lights. 

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

MOTHER’S DAY  FUN FACTS
• Mother’s Day is often associated with Mothering Sunday, a Christian 

holiday. They are not related to each other.
• Mother’s Day has also been linked to Cybele, a Greek tradition and 

Hilaria, a Roman festival. Again, they are not related to Mother’s Day.
• In the 1800s, attempts were made to celebrate mothers in various parts 

of the U.S., but none of them reached beyond their local areas.
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MOTHERS (From Page 1)

above anything offered from Hall-
mark. Those hand-picked flowers 
from the yard make a stunning 
arrangement in a jelly jar. Simple, 
but somehow those things mean 
the most.

(Note to grown children: The 
above paragraph was intended 
for kids with no income. For 
others, don’t touch mom’s 
garden.)

Adult children can also make 
Mom’s day special with some-
thing simple.

I’ll give you an example. I 
mentioned to my bonus daughter, 
Shirlene, once that I did not want 
flowers on my grave. I would 
rather see them when I was alive. 
She remembered, and from then 
on, at any occasion, there would 
be fresh flowers. 

My bonus son, Robbie, remem-
bered that I had a St. Francis 
statue in my garden in Houston 
that moved with us to the river. 
St. Francis is the patron saint of 
animals and stood on the bulk-
head – until Hurricane Harvey. 

Robbie replaced him. Both simple 
things, but they let me know I am 
loved.

I haven’t given you a recipe in a 
while and thought this one would 
be good for Mother’s Day. There’s 
only five ingredients, and any 
young hands can help make it. It 
turns out to be like a pound cake 
with two stripes of ruby color and 
stunning flavor going through it.

 It doesn’t need icing, just a 
dusting of powdered sugar to 
finish it. A slice of this cake with a 
bowl of fresh raspberries, a dollop 
of sugar-free whipped topping 
and a cup of coffee would make a 
great breakfast in bed.

But if you get courageous and 
want to dress it up, you could 
make a glaze – maybe even add 
another box of raspberry Jell-O to 
that, or just add a couple of spurts 
of chocolate syrup that you might 
already have for the kids to make 
chocolate milk.

Enjoy making the Ruby Slipper 
cake and love the mom(s) in 
your life. Let them know you love 
them, because you never know 
what tomorrow holds. 

Happy Mother’s Day, and 
Bonus Mother’s Day.

The Ruby Slipper (Cake)
1 package yellow cake mix, or 

pudding-included cake mix
1 cup sour cream
¼ cup water
2 eggs
1 three-ounce package Jell-O 

brand Raspberry Gelatin.
 Combine cake mix, sour 

cream, water and eggs in a large 
bowl. Blend, then beat at medium 
speed for 2 minutes until creamy. 
Spoon 1/3 of batter into well-
greased and floured 10-inch fluted 
tube pan (Bundt pan). Sprinkle 
½ of dry gelatin evenly on batter. 
Repeat layers. Spread remaining 
batter over gelatin to cover.

Bake at 350 degrees for 45 
to 50 minutes until cake springs 
back when lightly pressed. Cool 
in the pan for 5 minutes. Remove 
from pan; cool on rack. Sprin-
kle with confectioners’ sugar, if 
desired.

(Write Jan in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

All YOU 
CARE

TO EAT
SEAFOOD 
BUFFET

OPEN 11AM - 2PM ON

CYBER CRIME: A computer stores an enormous amount of data in 
a compact space; That’s one of the biggest reasons behind the cyber 
attacks. Storing data in a small space makes it easier for hackers to steal 
data quickly and utilize it for their own profit. Hence, it is advised not to 
store all the necessary data on the system and segregate it in different 
places. Back up vital data off site like a cloud account or external drive.
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101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bever-
age Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailers Permit (BG) and 
a Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB) by Mauricio Martinez and 
Luis Mauricio Martinez operating 
as El Potrillo Mexican Restaurant 
to be located at 1116 N Brooks St, 
Brazoria, Brazoria County, Texas. 
Mauricio Martinez and Luis Mauri-
cio Martinez Owners.

It is obvious totally self-driving 
cars are just around the corner but, 
frankly, I am not all that excited 
about it. I prefer keeping a firm grip 
on the steering wheel.

And I am not the only one. 
Nearly half of Americans say they 

would not get in a self-driving taxi 
or ride-share vehicle that was being 
driven autonomously, according 
to the advocacy group Partners 
for Automated Vehicle Education 
(PAVE).

Polls like this suggest a poten-
tial problem regarding consumer 
acceptance of self-driving cars. The 
answer, according to PAVE, appears 
to be in education since 60 percent 
of those surveyed said they would 
have greater trust in autonomous 
vehicles if they knew more about 
how the technology works.

So, dear readers, I thought I 

would perform a public service and 
find a thorough explanation of how 
self-driving cars will work. See if you 
feel better.

The following comes from Synop-
sys, a company at the forefront of 
advanced technologies:

“Autonomous cars create and 
maintain a map of their surround-
ings based on a variety of sensors 
situated in different parts of the 
vehicle. Radar sensors monitor the 
position of nearby vehicles. Video 
cameras detect traffic lights, read 
road signs, track other vehicles and 
look for pedestrians.

Other sensors bounce pulses 
of light off the car’s surroundings 
to measure distances, detect road 
edges and identify lane markings.  
Wheel sensors detect curbs and 
other vehicles when parking.

Software then processes all this 
sensory input, plots a path and 
sends instructions to the car’s actu-

ators, which control acceleration, 
braking and steering.

Hard-coded rules, obstacle 
avoidance algorithms, predictive 
modeling, and object recognition 
help the software follow traffic rules 
and navigate obstacles.”

You got all that?  I am sure propo-
nents of self-driving cars would ask, 
“What could possibly go wrong?”

My dad would say “that’s a lot of 
gadgets.”

As for me, all I can think about is 
all those automated safety features 
on the accident-prone Boeing 737 
MAX.

I don’t want to be too negative 
on self-driving. There are some 
advantages. 

Experts say that 94 percent of 
the 37,133 vehicle fatalities in 2017 
were due to human error.  It is esti-
mated self-driving cars can reduce 
accidents by 90 percent.

Self-driving cars may also 
increase traffic efficiencies as they 
would be able to determine the best 
route to take. (I wonder if self-driv-
ing cars will know not to take those 
ever-more-costly toll roads.)

There are, however, some inter-

esting disadvantages, including the 
possibility of the car being hacked. 

Don’t laugh. In 2015, hackers 
brought a Jeep to a halt on a St. 
Louis highway by wirelessly access-
ing its braking and steering via the 
on-board entertainment system.

That demonstration proved even 
conventional vehicles have vulner-
abilities that could be exploited. 
Self-driving cars, which would get 
updates and maps through the 
cloud, would be at greater risk.

Hackers could disable cars and 
hold them for ransom until receiving 
digital payments.

By far the biggest disadvantage 
may be financial. Some experts 

estimate it will cost an additional 
$250,000 per vehicle to own a fully 
autonomous vehicle.

That may be a dead-end for 
self-driving cars.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

TESLA (From Page 1)

The Bulletin is 
good for your 

business.
Call (979) 849-5407. 

PRESENTS:
Ciii   LLLL JaaksssSSSSSS 2021

Fridays, 7:30pm - 10:30pm at the Lake Jackson Civic Center
Bring your own lawn chairs and refreshments

MMi 28 THE EMOTIONS
JJJL 4 STEEL COUNTRY
JJJL  1 CHECKERED PAST
JJJL 18 THE FAB 5
JJJL 25 THE SLAGS
JJJi 4 COLE DEGGES

SUNDAY, 6-9P

333 HWY 332 E LAKE JACKSON 979-415-2600 LAKEJACKSONTX.GOV
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COLOR
MOM (From Page 1)

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

the bathrooms. We didn’t complain. 
We felt lucky to be on this plane. It 
was our ticket to a new life.

If my mother was excited about 
flying for the first time, I couldn’t 
tell. She had her poker face on, the 
same face that she sported when 
being questioned by border guards 
a year and a half earlier. But this 
time there was no need for the 
poker face. We were traveling with 
real documents, and there were no 
border guards, no train, no fear of 
getting caught.

We boarded on time, and the 
propellers started roaring as the 
plane taxied to the runway. Then we 
stopped. It was raining heavily. We 
waited over an hour on the tarmac 
for the rain to ease off. My mother 
and I were looking out the window, 
but we couldn’t see anything. 

“I think we’re already in the air,” 
she guessed. We were not. Neither 
of us knew what to expect.

“I think we’re still on the ground,” I 
replied as I inhaled the smoke-filled 
air in the plane. It appeared that just 
about all the immigrant passengers 
on the charter were smokers, and 
they all lit up at the same time. 

The plane finally began to roll 
down the runway and gained speed. 
We were on our way. Then it began 
to bounce. Someone must have for-
gotten to check its shock absorbers. 
Then we left the ground - for the first 

time ever for both of us - and were 
on our way to England to drop off 
some immigrants there.

We spent hours on the ground 
in London. How long would it take 
for a few passengers to get off? As 
it turned out, something had to be 
fixed on the plane before we could 
proceed.

Finally, we were back in the air. 
Then, over the Atlantic Ocean, we 
hit turbulence. Not just any turbu-
lence, but the mother of storms. 
There was lightning all around us. It 
felt like the plane was being thrown 
around.

I found out that I don’t get motion 
sick in planes, just scared when 
they start bouncing in the air.

I fell asleep for a while, and I 
woke up to the feeling of being in 
free fall. But when I opened my 
eyes, the cabin was in order, and 
the passengers were in their seats. 
My mother stroked my forehead. 
“What woke you up,” she asked.

“The fall,” I replied.
“There was no fall. You must have 

had a nightmare,” she said.
One of the pilots passed us on his 

way to the bathroom. I noticed that 
his shirt on his back was drenched 
in sweat. “Are you sure the plane 
didn’t fall?” I asked her.

We landed in Greenland, I think, 
to fuel up, and then flew to Toronto. 
We left behind the storm in the 
middle of the Atlantic, and I started 
enjoying the ride.

My mother was mostly quiet, 
probably trying to imagine how all 
this is going to turn out - a single 
mom and her 11-year-old son immi-
grating to the U.S.

She had gone through worse 
during our escape from Hungary 
and during WWII and the Hungarian 
Revolution, but those chapters have 
been written. This one was just 

beginning.
The plane landed one last time 

- at Kennedy Airport in New York. 
The flying bucket fared well. It 
was glittering in the late afternoon 
sun after a good washing over the 
Atlantic. It now looked fearless, like 
the passengers who got out of it 
and stepped into a brand new world 
and life.

Fearless like my mother, the most 
fearless person I have ever known. 
She supported and comforted me 

when I was down and cheered me 
on when I was up. She even con-
vinced me that the plane was never 
in free fall. 

Together we landed halfway 
around the world that October day 
in 1967. We were ready to start our 
new lives. But not before getting 
some sleep in a bed that was not 
being bounced around or lit up by 
lightning. I was exhausted. The new 
world would have to wait for just a 
little while longer.
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Got History? Let Lake Jackson museum scan it May 8
Do you have photos of City of 

Lake Jackson’s people, places, 
events, buildings, in family photo 
albums? Do you have Letters, 
memoirs, posters or artwork? Or do 
you have souvenirs or other artifacts 
related to the history of Lake Jack-
son?

Cultural heritage isn’t found only 
in libraries and museums. It is found 
in homes where family memen-
tos are preserved and photos are 
cherished. 

Do you have photos of city events 
like marching in a July 4th parade? 
Help capture this vitally important 
part of our community’s heritage 

and preserve it for future genera-
tions.

Everyone is invited to bring in 
pictures and information about 
businesses, residents and events of 
the past, on May 8 from 9 a.m. - 1 
p.m.  to the Alden B. Dow office, 101 
South Park Place, Lake Jackson.

The museum is looking for 
anything historical that pertains 
to area families, businesses or 
events. Examples are photographs 
of people, buildings and things; 
documents (land, marriage, etc.); 
or letters about life here or history, 
such as wars. 

Bring as much information on 

the items as you can. Preparing an 
inventory, description, or notes of 
the items before the event will save 
staff a lot of time. Try to answer 
these questions for each item 
brought to Scan Day: Who? What? 
When? Where? 

Here are some examples for pho-
tographs to give you an idea: 

Who? Who is in the photograph? 
Who is the subject? Include full 
names (avoid things like “Mom” or 
“Grandpa”)  

What? What is going on in the 
photograph? What is the context? 
Why was the photograph taken? 

When? Try to date the photo-

graph. Even an estimation, like 
“between 1925-1932” or “late 
1940s” is better than nothing 

Where? Where was the pho-
tograph taken? Where was the 
photograph published? 

Items that are generally dis-
couraged include: newspapers or 
newspaper clippings, copyrighted 
materials (unless permission is 
obtained from the copyright holder), 
and anything that contains private 
information. 

As a general rule of thumb, do not 
bring anything to Scan Day that you 
would not be comfortable having 
displayed online.

There is a size limit of 11-inches 
by 17-inches that can be scanned. 

Bring your own flash drive to save 
your scanned memories. 

The Lake Jackson Historical 
Museum is open Tuesday-Saturday 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m., and admission 
is free. For more information, call 
(979) 297-1570 or look online at 
ljhistory.org.

The Lake Jackson Historical 
Association (LJHA) is a non-profit 
organization operating the Lake 
Jackson Historical Museum, Alden 
Dow Office Museum, and Abner 
Jackson Plantation Site. 

The museum’s mission is to 
provide education relative to the 
history and culture of the area of 
Brazoria County, Texas, known as 
Lake Jackson.

Sweeny Hospital to be built anew at its current location
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Architects will revise blueprints 
to build a new Sweeny Community 
Hospital after current plans for 
construction had to be abandoned, 
said Tracie Copeland, public affairs 
& marketing manager for Sweeny 
Community Hospital, recently.

The City of Sweeny would have 
been unable to handle the water 
and sewer requirements for the 
new location, she said, but added 
that keeping the hospital at its cur-
rent location will allow the hospital 
to remain next to The Fountains 

assisted living home as well as 
other support services nearby.

It will not be a renovation of the 
current facility, but new construc-
tion to rebuild the entire hospital, 
she said

Copeland made her remarks at 
The Alliance’s quarterly luncheon, 
where she was one of three repre-
sentatives who updated business 
representatives on the current 
status of our local hospitals.

SCH staff administered vaccine 
shots first to West of the Brazos 
residents and those in the hospital 
district. More than 2,200 people 

have received their first and 
second doses of Moderna from the 
hospital, and 330 got the one-shot 
Johnson & Johnson vaccine, Cope-
land said.

“You’re talking about a tiny hospi-
tal in a tiny town, so we’re proud of 
that,” she said.

Beth Reimschissel, administrator 
at UTMB’s Angleton campus, said 
UTMB Angleton will be opening a 
new facility, the “Brand Building,” in 
July with more than 18,000 square 
feet and 36 exam rooms, radiology 
suites and lab services.

Currently, the Angleton hospital 
is offering urgent care 8 a.m. to 

8 p.m. seven days a week in the 
building on Hospital Drive (across 
from the emergency room and in 
front of the professional building), 
which formerly served as the clinic 
of Dr. James Veselka and Dr. Scott 
Rogers.

On the topic of the pandemic, 
she said the COVID-19 test posi-
tive rate for a seven-day average 
is 4.7%.

On a recent week, 122 new 
COVID-19 patients were admitted, 
or about 19 per day in Texas Medi-
cal Center hospital institutions.

She said that early pulmonary 
rehabilitation has been a key com-
ponent in recovery since patients 
continue to often have shortness of 

breath and fatigue.
 Lila Fass, director of business 

development for CHI St. Luke’s 
Hospitals in South Houston, which 
includes Lake Jackson, said the 
peak COVID-19 season for the 
hospital was in January and Febru-
ary of this year. The facility, which 
merged with Common Spirit Health 
in 2019, has given more than 3,100 
vaccine shots, she told members 
of Brazoria County’s economic 
development group.

“We’re fully operational on surgi-
cal procedures and back to normal 
- if you can call it that,” she said, 
adding that the facility continues 
to see about 10 to 11 COVID-19 
cases daily.

From left: Gary Basinger, president & CEO of The Alliance; Tracie Copeland, Sweeny Community Hospital; Lila 
Fass, CHI St. Luke’s Hospital; Beth Reimschissel, UTMB Angleton; Donald Payne Jr. with Brazosport College 
Economic Forecasting Center and Jim Russ with EHRA, who served as Master of Ceremonies.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   May 4, 2021    THE BULLETIN  Page 9

COLOR
Covid Update

From CDC
Both mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 

(Pfizer-BioNTech and Moderna) 
authorized and recommended in 
the United States protect against 
COVID-19-related hospitalization 
among adults 65 years and older, 
according to a new CDC assess-
ment that finds fully vaccinated 
adults 65 years and older were 94% 
less likely to be hospitalized with 
COVID-19 than people of the same 
age who were not vaccinated.

People 65 and older who were 
partially vaccinated were 64% 
less likely to be hospitalized with 
COVID-19 than people who were 
not vaccinated. People were con-
sidered “partially vaccinated” two 
weeks after their first dose of mRNA 
vaccine and “fully vaccinated” two 
weeks after their second dose.

These are the first real-world 
findings in the United States con-
firming clinical trial data showing 
mRNA vaccines prevent severe 
COVID-19 illness. The findings 
provide additional support for CDC’s 
recommendation for COVID-19 
vaccination among people 65 and 
older in the U.S. population under 
the Emergency Use Authorization 
(EUA) for the applicable COVID-19 
vaccine as the risk for severe illness 
with COVID-19 increases with age, 
with older adults at highest risk.

“These findings are encouraging 
and welcome news for the two-
thirds of people aged 65 and up who 
are already fully vaccinated,” said 
CDC Director Rochelle P. Walensky, 
MD, MPH. “COVID-19 vaccines are 
highly effective and these real-world 
findings confirm the benefits seen 
in clinical trials, preventing hospital-
izations among those most vulner-
able. The results are promising for 
our communities and hospitals. As 
our vaccination efforts continue to 
expand, COVID-19 patients will not 
overwhelm health care systems – 
leaving hospital staff, beds, and ser-
vices available for people who need 
them for other medical conditions.”

This assessment is one of 
many planned COVID-19 vaccine 
effectiveness assessments to 
evaluate the real-world benefits of 
COVID-19 vaccines. Results from 
these assessments will help inform 
vaccine policy decisions.

Assessment shows 
vaccines successful

Messenger RNA, or mRNA, is genetic material that tells your body 
how to make specific proteins used to protect against COVID-19. 
The vaccines are made of mRNA delivered through a shot.

mRNA COVID-19 vaccines 

Scientists extract information 
from the virus’s “spike” protein 
to create an mRNA sequence

Instructions that cells 
can use to make 
specific proteins

Virus

mRNA sequence

Made of mRNA 
wrapped in cell coating

Once in body the mRNA 
teaches your cells how to make 
copies of the “spike” protein

Vaccine

Source: CDC 
Graphic: TNS

Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"
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SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

Jeopardy, anyone?
Joe Buck is joining the “Jeop-

ardy!” guest-host rotation this 
summer and could be a contender 
for the permanent gig.

Network executives are already 
bracing for a slew of complaints 
Buck will be biased toward the 

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

champion.
 We sure that wasn’t some 
sort of no-show job from a 

booster?
Philanthropy has its limits, even 

for Nick Saban.
The Alabama football coach 

admires wife Terry’s boundless zeal 
for spearheading efforts to build 
18 Habitat for Humanity homes in 

Tuscaloosa — one for each Tide 
national championship — ever since 
the city was ravaged by a tornado 
10 years ago. He just wishes she’d 
check the team’s two-deeps before 
handing out job assignments.

“She got Tua (QB Tagovailoa) 
over there on the damn scaffolding,” 
Nick Saban told ESPN.com of one 
such project. “I said, ‘Give him a job 

where he can stand on the ground.’”
Ball barrage

The Rays’ 8-2 win in the Bronx on 
April 16 was delayed for more than 
two minutes in the eighth inning 
when frustrated Yankees fans threw 
about a half-dozen baseballs onto 
the field.

Here’s hoping those hooligans 
never show up at a bowling tourna-
ment.

Grab those flags
NFL owners want a crackdown 

on taunting — as in, more penalty 
flags — for such offenses as players 
standing over a prone opponent, 
getting in an opponent’s face, point-
ing fingers or Tom Brady flashing 
his seven Super Bowl rings after 
throwing a TD pass.

Perfect for night games
April 16 was “Wear Your Pajamas 

To Work Day.”
Except in Boston, where the Red 

Sox waited till the 17th to break out 
those yellow and blue jerseys.

Explanation, please
Major League Baseball has hired 

former WWE “sizzle planner” Brian 
Stedman as its executive vice presi-
dent of strategy and development.

Pitchers immediately demanded 
to know: Are pine tar and Vaseline 
considered foreign objects?

Just call it a pole tax
Rockets guard Kevin Porter Jr. 

will miss a few games after violating 
the NBA’s health safety protocols by 
visiting a Miami strip club.

Any possible fines, we assume, 
will be paid in $1 bills.

Popular decision
NFL owners voted to abolish 

overtime in preseason games.
That sound you hear is the 1972 

Dolphins - and everyone else - pop-
ping champagne corks.

And, in fake news ...
Just kidding about Brady.
WWE just released 10 rasslers 

from their contracts. Say it ain’t so, 
Samoa Joe.

On March 7, 1876, Alexander 
Graham Bell received a patent 
for his “harmonic telegraph” (also 
known as the telephone). 

Up until then, Samuel Morse’s 
telegraph was the only means of 
“instantaneous” communication, 
but Bell had been 
concentrating 
on resolving the 
limitations. It could 
only handle one 
message at a time, and it required 
a courier to deliver the news to the 
recipient.

The Bell family had immigrated 
from England to Massachusetts and 
settled in Boston where Alexander 
worked as a teacher for the deaf. 

But he was also the son of an 
inventor, and, while he was fond of 
his work as a teacher, he also had 
an innate desire to devise a way 
for people to speak “directly” with 
each other - from a distance. He 
partnered with Thomas A. Watson, 

who worked 
in a machine 
shop. When the 
telephone was 
completed, he 

uttered the now famous phrase: “Mr. 
Watson, come here; I need you.”

(The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends Telephone: The 
Invention That Changed Communi-
cation,” by Samuel Willard Cromp-
ton.)

Alexander Graham Bell’s “Harmonic Telegraph” became the telephone.

Bell’s harmonic telegraph turned 
into something all of us use daily

Red Sox hire back Alex Cora after his suspension expires
Nine months after the Boston 

Red Sox and manager Alex Cora 
parted ways following revelations 
about his involvement in the Hous-
ton Astros sign-stealing scandal, 
the two sides are back together.

Meanwhile, former Astros man-
ager A.J. Hinch is bow managing 
the Detroit Tigers, who swept the 
Astros in a recent series but have 
lost heavily before and after coming 
to Houston.

Why couldn’t the Astros hire 
back Hinch like the Red Sox hired 
back Cora? Partly, because Detroit 
jumped all over him minutes after 

Hinch became eligible again to 
coach in the majors.

Cora won a World Series title 
with the Red Sox in 2018 and 
became one of the most popular 
figures in Boston.

Unfortunately, how he won it will 
never be known, since the MLB 
sealed its investigation into the Red 
Sox’s 2018 season.

But it is widely suspected that 
Cora won the same way in 2018 
as the Astros won in 2017. The 
difference is that the MLB protected 
its actions and the actions of the 
New York Yankees while making an 

example of the Astros.
Red Sox fans have long clam-

ored for the 45-year-old manager’s 
return at the conclusion of his 
suspension. And after Red Sox 
manager Ron Roenicke was fired 
and the search intensified, they 
took to social media to let the 
team’s chief baseball officer, Chaim 
Bloom, know it.

The hire marks the end of a year 
of speculation about the team’s 
manager position, mostly centered 
around whether Cora would make 
a return to the team following his 
season-long suspension.
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NEW MOM(From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

was in the earliest stages. I am 
one of three children, and mom 
always said that the first one is the 
hardest because the mom learns 
with the baby.

Motherhood has been a ride 
for me. It’s a full-time job, and 
there are good days and days that 
could be better. My favorite days 
are when my baby is happy and 
healthy, when he is laughing and 
having fun. There is truly nothing 
better than that. 

One of my least favorite parts 
is when he decides to have an 

explosion in his diaper, and we 
both need a bath. 

My very least favorite days are 
when my baby is sick or not being 
his normal, funny self. Having a 
sick kid takes a toll on mom. 

When my baby was sick for 
the first time, I just wanted to 
wave a magic wand and make it 
all go away.  Moms are some of 
the most unselfish people on this 
planet, and they give it all they 
have. Then the baby becomes 
mobile.

Say goodbye to whatever little 
alone time you’ve had. I don’t 
know the last time I went to the 

restroom without him following 
me in there and unrolling all of the 
toilet paper rolls (Cats aren’t the 
only ones that do that). Usually, 
if things are quiet, something is 
wrong. 

My baby is crawling, although 
he did take his first steps the other 
day, and it was one of the most 
exciting moments of our lives. 

I remember when he yawned 
for the first time. It was the cutest 
thing, and we recorded it. I think I 
have recorded or taken pictures of 
every “first”; I’m that mom. 

I’ve got a super active baby. I 
can’t keep up with him when he is 

on a mission. He is fast, and mom 
comes running behind him. I don’t 
have to work out because chasing 
him around is my workout. Lifting 
him up and down is even better 
than lifting weights - 25 pounds 
with one hand while carrying gro-
ceries. No problem! 

He started eating solid foods 
and has acquired taste buds for 
everything. I have never seen any 
baby eat like he does. He holds 
onto meatballs and eats them 
and then stuffs fruit in his mouth. 
Sometimes, when I look over, he 
is feeding half of it to the dog.

 He loves trips to the grocery 
store because he can ride in the 
little race car carts there. I haven’t 
told him yet that I’m doing the 
steering.

I’m always thankful for any 
place that makes shopping or 
running errands a little easier for 

moms. They realize that we have 
to change our children’s outfits 
multiple times and force them to 
put on shoes, and they look out 
for us by giving us closer parking 
spots so we aren’t circling the 
parking lot with a little one who 
wants out of his carseat and who 
is screaming in our ears. 

Moms are truly superheroes! 
From working full-time, part-

time, or staying home with the kids 
all day, every mom is special and 
hard working. 

This Mother’s Day, show mom 
some extra love, because she 
deserves every last bit of it. Also, 
thank you mom for everything you 
did for me. I appreciate you more 
than ever, and love you!

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Or by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

BCAAP, church to hold Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Conference and Resource Fair May 21 in Alvin

The Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project (BCAAP) and St. 
John the Baptist Catholic Church will 
present an Alzheimer’s Caregiver 
Conference and Resource Fair on 
May 21, 11 a.m. - 2 p.m., at St. John 
the Baptist Catholic Church, 110 E. 
South Street in Alvin.

“Following our sixth Brain Fair 
in Angleton, the Brazoria County 
Alzheimer’s Awareness Project 
(BCAAP) is on the road with an 
Alzheimer’s Caregiver Conference 
and Resource Fair in Alvin. Edu-
cation is the key to early detection 
of Alzheimer’s. That’s where our 
conferences come in,“ Dale Libby, 
BCAAP Coordinator and CEO of the 
Gathering Place said.

The event is free (take-home lunch 
provided) and open to the public, but 
pre-registration is required. Please 
call (979) 308-4525 for more infor-

mation or to register. 
Please note: There will be health 

screening and temperature checks 
at entry. Masks and social distancing 
will be required at all times.

“We are very excited to be partner-
ing with St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church to provide this educational 
event for our citizens,” Libby said.

The keynote speaker for the 
conference will be Paul Schulz, M.D., 
Director, Memory Disorders and 
Dementia Clinics, UTHealth.

 Dr. Schulz will present “Update on 
Diagnosis and Treatment of Alzhei-
mer’s Disease.”

 Also, Shana Harris, Choice Home 
Care and Hospice, will present 
“Direction of Home Health and Hos-
pice for AD Patients.”

“In addition to these two out-
standing speakers, we will have 20+ 
vendors and non-profits covering 

topics such as medications, funeral 
planning, assisted living, and home 
healthcare. Also, Gathering Place 
volunteers will be providing free 
memory screenings,” Libby added.

“Caring for someone with Alzhei-
mer’s creates demands and oppor-
tunities of an entirely different order 
of magnitude than anything else you 
have ever encountered because Alz-
heimer’s is a disease like no other. 
We hope that by raising awareness 
of Alzheimer’s in Brazoria County 
with our conferences, more people 
will take advantage of the services 
provided by the Gathering Place and 
BCAAP,” Libby concluded.

ABOUT ALZHEIMER’S
Alzheimer’s disease is an irrevers-

ible, progressive brain disorder that 
slowly destroys memory and thinking 
skills, and, eventually, the ability to 
carry out the simplest tasks. 

In most people with Alzheimer’s, 
symptoms first appear in their mid-
60s. 

Estimates vary, but experts 
suggest that more than 5.5 million 
Americans, most of them age 65 or 
older, may have dementia caused by 
Alzheimer’s.

Alzheimer’s disease is currently 
ranked as the sixth leading cause 
of death in the United States, but 
recent estimates indicate that the 
disorder may rank third, just behind 
heart disease and cancer, as a 
cause of death for older people.

As the disease progresses, 
people experience greater memory 
loss and other cognitive difficulties.
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By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

There’s a flat-topped 
mountain overlooking the 
Dead Sea in southern 

Israel called Masada.  A magnifi-
cent palace once stood there, and 
even in its ruins, it’s breathtakingly 
majestic. We stood there looking 
across the plains to the Dead Sea. 
The very air seemed charged 
with mystery and 
longing.  

Longing is an 
interesting emo-
tion, visualized like a stick, one end 
giving, the other taking.

The giving end can inspire a 
person to see beyond what is, 
to what could be and set out to 
change the world. The other end, 
the taker, is a bottomless pit with 
longing that’s never satisfied and 
what they have is never enough, so 
they take what belongs to others.

It was this type of longing that led 
Herod the Great to seize Masada 
and build himself a magnificent 
summer palace to be above every-
one else, high, and lifted up. 

Apparently, he didn’t remember 
Isaiah 14:12-21 and how well this 
worked for the first one who tried 
it. Nevertheless, he set out to 
establish his throne as an impos-
ingly fortified palace unequaled in 
grandeur and amenities.  

Skilled artisans were con-
scripted to create intricate 
mosaic designs on the 

walls and floors, some of which 
are still visible even after all these 
years. Engineering was at its pin-
nacle, and modern-day health spas 
have nothing on Herod’s summer 
digs at Masada. His hot tub and 
sauna rooms were amazing! Verti-
cal tubes were placed between the 
floors, and the heated steam would 
rise into the spa! And let’s just say, 
the toilets were unusual and leave 
it at that!  

Since Herod had an unlimited 
budget, no expense was spared. It 
seemed he was destined to finally 
reach the height of his desires. 
All was going well and according 
to plan. That is, until some hump-
backed camels with a few wise 
men showed up and started asking 
questions.  

Word traveled fast, even without 
internet, and Herod soon heard 

they were asking where to find the 
new king that is called, “King of the 
Jews.” He called an emergency 
meeting and invited the wise men.  

Now, the wise men weren’t called 
“wise” for nothing and decided to 
move their humpbacks a little far-
ther down the road. Herod, like all 
boasting egomaniacs, thought the 
world revolved around him. He got 
riled up since they had stepped into 

his cheerios.  
In an unbridled 

fit of rage, he 
ordered every 

male child two years old and under 
to be slaughtered. What a night that 
must have been; a whole city of 
empty-armed mothers were crying 
over their children.   

Herod’s longing wasn’t the 
only longing that took 
place at Masada. When 

the Roman soldiers overtook 
Jerusalem and the surrounding 
areas in 70 AD, a group of Hebrews 
high-tailed it there and drew the 
proverbial “line in the sand.” How-
ever, it was “a little late and a dollar 
short” to quote my mama. To grasp 
the enormity of their stand, it was 
sort of like the stoic stand taken 
by Davy Crockett, James Bowie, 
and William B. Travis at the Alamo.  
They knew they were outnumbered, 
and that death was inevitable, but 
they were willing to take the stand 
for a chance to be free. 

The number of Hebrews at 
Masada for this final showdown is 
up for discussion; however, whether 
large or small, that’s not the point.  
What we do know is they held the 
Roman soldiers off and forced them 
to build a road up the side of the 
mountain. How long it took them to 
do this is unknown, but one thing 
is certain: Building roads doesn’t 
happen overnight!  

Ask anyone who has 
traveled on Highway 290 
between Houston and 

Brenham! We can all agree that it 
took a while since dump trucks and 
road graders were a little bit farther 
down the invention road.  

Nevertheless, when you’re deal-
ing with an egomaniac with unlim-
ited funds and plenty of slave labor, 
anything is possible. However long 
it took to haul dirt and build a road 
up the side of that mountain, when 
they finally broke through the walls, 

every Hebrew was dead. Essen-
tially, Herod the Great and the 
mighty Roman army that ruled most 
of the world had been hauling dirt to 
fight corpses.  

Masada was the graveyard of 
ancient Israel, the last stronghold 
before they were lost and scattered 
to the wind. The years lost were 
not forgotten by God. He had left a 
mystery there to be found. 

Due to the remoteness 
of Masada and its arid 
environment, it remained 

largely untouched by humans or 
nature for almost 2,000 years, wait-
ing for the unfolding to begin just as 
God said it would. Between 1963 
and 1965, an extensive excavation, 
led by an Israeli archeologist and 
former military Chief-of-Staff Yigael 
Yadin, uncovered a portion of scrip-
ture from the book of Ezekiel God 
had hidden 2000 years earlier. Hold 
onto your hats and read Ezekiel 
37:12-14!  

The story may interest history 
buffs, but others may conclude it’s 
just that: history. If I leave this earth 
having accomplished anything, it 
would be to encourage readers to 
look beyond the surface for the who 
and the why. If you do this, you may 
just find something to believe in, 
and faith will arise.  

Faith is not blindly following 
God’s word because it’s the only 
ballgame in town. It’s arriving at the 
knowledge that He can be trusted 
to do what He said He would do.  
Faith is trusting and waiting for 
it to appear. It may come today, 
or it may come tomorrow, but it’s 
coming!  

The attack ramp still stands on 
the western side of Masada and 
can be climbed up on foot. How-
ever, I don’t recommend this added 
thrill to your Holy Land itinerary.  
The road is straight up and no 
guardrails. Apparently, they didn’t 
have safety inspectors in 70 AD!

Diet Banana Smoothie
1 Sliced Frozen Banana
½ Cup Frozen Fruit
½ Cup Non-fat Greek Yogurt
2 Packets Splenda
Combine and pulse in a food 

processor. Great treat!
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

I looked at Herod’s palace, saw longing, unsatisfaction

CHASING THE CREATOR

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Train yourself to be godly
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: What does the word “apos-
tasy” mean Biblically, and is it even 
a relevant word in today’s society? 
- B.A.

A: The Biblical teaching about 
apostasy means a “falling away,” 
as the Apostle Paul describes to 
the church at Thessalonica. This 
“condition” affected every area of 
life. The word is so strong and so 
emphatic that it suggests a com-
plete breakdown of morals, ethics 
and spirituality.

Paul wrote, “That Day [the day 
of the Lord] will not come unless 
the falling away comes first” (2 
Thessalonians 2:3). Paul used 
the same word again in writing 
to Timothy, saying that “in latter 
times some will depart from the 
faith... speaking lies in hypocrisy” 
(1 Timothy 4:1-2), and in 2 Timothy 
4:3-4 he writes: “For the time will 
come when they will not endure 
sound doctrine [teaching]... and 
they will turn their ears away from 
the truth, and be turned aside to 
fables [fiction].”

What a picture of the world 
today. There are so many who say 
they believe in Jesus Christ, but 
they do not live according to His 
Word. The Bible says they have 
a form of godliness but deny its 
power (2 Timothy 3:5).

This is the importance of every 

follower of Christ to feed on God’s 
Word. It means to saturate the 
mind and heart with God’s truth. It 
means to obey His Word and wor-
ship Him by how we behave in our 
speech, in our attitude, and in our 
thoughts. The Bible says, “Train 
yourself to be godly” (1 Timothy 
4:7, NIV). Christians are called to 
a different lifestyle by following the 
steps of Jesus.

Jesus prayed to His Father in 
Heaven on behalf of those who 
belonged to Him and asked His 
Father in Heaven to “make them 
holy by your truth [and] teach them 
your word” (John 17:17, NLT). This 
is the secret to staying close to the 
Lord.

How Herod became the ‘King of Jews’
 Herod busied himself in Rome making friends and influencing people. In 

addition to Mark Anthony, he also won over the future Emperor Augustus- 
Caesar’s heir Octavian and Octavian’s great friend and ally Marcus Vipsanius 
Agrippa. 

It was through these influential friends that Herod finally managed to per-
suade the Roman senate to support his cause and, in 40 BC, the Senate voted 
Herod the title of King of the Jews. 

Herod, however, had to wait to take up his throne until 37 BC. Aided by the 
forces of Mark Anthony, Herod finally took back Jerusalem from the Parthians 
and their puppet, Antigonus.

Despite his efforts to improve the infrastructure of Judea, the Judean 
people detested Herod. Why? Becasue he set taxes too high.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Loved 
ones may not seem as affectionate 
as you might hope in the first half of 
the week. But just because some-
one is unresponsive or preoccupied 
doesn’t mean that they don’t love or 
care about you.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): As 
the week begins, try to be above 
board rather than disguising your 
worries or ignoring problems. Be 
conscientious about your duties and 
obligations, and be protective of 
your health.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Be 
more attentive on the job. In the 
week to come, you may ignore 
details or conflate instructions 
because you are distracted by fan-
tasies. Pay more attention to your 
loved ones and friends.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You may be reminded in the upcom-
ing week that you’re just one branch 
among all the trees of the forest. Do 
your humble part as a member of 
the whole, but don’t begin anything 
new during the next few days.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Watch your money as this week 
begins and put your ambitions 
aside. You may not have the funds 
to embark on a new financial adven-
ture, but you might make a success-
ful change.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Some obstacles that block you in 
the week ahead may force you to 
wait until you find your way around 
them. This can be a good thing, as 
the experience can make you more 
efficient, grounded and organized.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Some difficulties are temporary, 
so patience might be the lesson to 
learn as this week unfolds. Although 
intentions are good, someone could 
easily misinterpret your meaning, or 
you may not understand theirs.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): If 
someone lets you down, look for a 
soft, safe landing place. In the week 
ahead, monitor your own behavior; 
show respect for the rules and toe 
the line, but be forgiving and kind 
toward others.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You may be swept away on 
a magic carpet ride of romance 
and wishful thinking as the week 
unfolds. The problem may be that 
others are serious-minded. Try to 
remain grounded and sensible.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may regret completing 
some major transaction or signing 
an agreement. Wait until the middle 
of the week to start any remodeling 
or major repair projects, as there 
should be fewer impediments to 
success.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
If you can’t say something good 
about someone, say nothing at all. 
Praise is a more effective tool than 
criticism. You’ll be able to achieve 
your ends much easier.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
As trees grow, they will provide 
shade and may bear fruit. But their 
value develops slowly over time. 
Anything worthy of your efforts may 
need more time to mature, so don’t 
expect quick results.

Bulletin horoscope

May 4
1904 - The U.S. formally took 

control of the property for construc-
tion of the Panama Canal.

1905 - Belmont Park opened in 
suburban Long Island. It opened as 
the largest race track in the world.

1942 - The United States began 
food rationing.

1979 - Margaret Thatcher 
became Britain’s first woman prime 
minister.

May 5
1809 - Mary Kies was awarded 

the first patent to go to a woman. It 
was for technique for weaving straw 
with silk and thread.

1865 - The Thirteenth Amend-
ment was ratified, abolishing slavery 
in the U.S.

1891 - Music Hall was dedi-
cated in New York City. It was later 
renamed Carnegie Hall.

1912 - Soviet Communist Party 
newspaper Pravda began publish-
ing - and lying.

May 6
1915 - Babe Ruth hit his first 

major league home run while play-
ing for the Boston Red Sox.

1937 - The German airship 

Hindenburg crashed and burned in 
Lakehurst, NJ. Thirty-six people (of 
the 97 on board) were killed.

1941 - Joseph Stalin assumed 
the Soviet premiership.

1946 - The New York Yankees 
became the first major league base-
ball team to travel by plane.

May 7
1789 - The first U.S. Presidential 

Inaugural Ball was held in New York 
City.

1939 - Germany and Italy 
announced a military and political 
alliance known as the Rome-Berlin 
Axis.

1940 - Winston Churchill became 
British Prime Minister.

1960 - Leonid Brezhnev became 
president of the Soviet Union.

May 8
1096 - Peter the Hermit and 

his army reached Hungary. They 
passed through without incident.

1794 - The United States Post 
Office was established.

1879 - George Selden applied for 
the first automobile patent.

1886 - Pharmacist Dr. John Styth 
Pemberton invented what would 
later be called “Coca-Cola.”

1945 - U.S. President Harry 
Truman announced that World War 
II had ended in Europe.

May 9
1904 - The Great Western 

Railway Number 3440 City of Truro 
became the first railway locomo-
tive to exceed 100 miles per hour, 
something Amtrac can’t even imag-
ine today.

1926 - Americans Richard Byrd 
and Floyd Bennett became the 
first men to fly an airplane over the 
North Pole. They were cold.

1962 - A laser beam was suc-
cessfully bounced off Moon for the 
first time.

May 10
1503 - Christopher Columbus dis-

covered the Cayman Islands. The 
natives who lived there discovered 
it earlier.

1872 - Victoria Woodhull became 
the first woman nominated for the 
U.S. presidency.

1908 - The first Mother’s Day 
observance took place during a 
church service in Grafton, West 
Virginia.

1968 - Preliminary Vietnam peace 
talks began in Paris.

History of the World On This Day Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals on wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals - call before 8 
a.m. Take-out meals - call by 10:30 
a.m. to be picked up at 11 a.m. For 
transportation, call before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, May 5: Meatballs 
& gravy, rice, turnip greens, lima 
beans, jello salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, May 6: BBQ chicken, 
squash casserole, zucchini & toma-
toes, carrots, peaches & cottage 

cheese, garlic toast, dessert.
Friday, May 7: Sausage & onions, 

corn casserole, beets, okra & toma-
toes, pears & cottage cheese, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Monday, May 10: Chili with 
beans, rice, hominy, beets, peaches 
& cottage cheese, crackers, dessert.

Tuesday, May 11: Happy Birth-
day! celebration: Baked chicken, 
dressing/gravy, creamed potatoes, 
green beans, carrot & raisin salad, 
rolls, birthday cake. 

May 11, 2021

DID YOU KNOW ABOUT MOTHER’S DAY?
•  There are aboit  43.5 million moms in the States. These women are 

between the ages of 15 and 50 and have collectively mothered 95.8 million 
children!

•  The moniker ‘Mom’ comes from babies. The first thing a baby can vocalize 
is the ‘ma’ sound, which is why in almost every language the word for mother 
begins with the letter ‘M’ or is some iteration of the ‘ma’ sound.

•  Anna Reeves Jarvis sought to honor her own mother by establishing an 
intimate day of observance that is very obviously the basis of today’s holiday.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Jumbles: UNION  VISTA  KEEPER  GARLIC
Answers: To help the young hunting dog team, the experienced hunting dog -- GAVE POINTERS

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Egyptian god with an ibis head
6 One who crosses the line
10 Blight-stricken tree
13 “Donnie Brasco” actress Anne
14 Flap
15 Corp. leaders
17 Lay to rest
18 With 42-Across, part of a psy-

chologist’s battery
20 Seven-time Wimbledon winner

21 Wisconsin city on the Missis-
sippi

22 HDTV part, for short
24 They may be civil
25 Singing stars
27 “60 Minutes” regular
31 Strong brew
34 Deadly
37 West Point team
38 Prom adornment
40 Hear about

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
FORD  POLK  TAFT  ADAMS  TYLER  REAGAN  TRUMAN

42 See 18-Across
43 Stella __: Belgian beer
45 DŸsseldorf direction
46 Hard work
48 Bridge seats
50 __ Zee: Hudson River area
53 Divine fluid
57 Laszlo Kreizler, in a Caleb Carr 

novel
60 Nylons
61 Scream-evoking horror film 

technique ... and a hint to what’s 
hiding in five puzzle rows

63 Broadway orphan
64 US Open stadium namesake
65 Surrealist Paul
66 Paragon
67 It may be gross
68 Barrie pirate
69 Leaders of industry

Down
1 Fried chicken choice
2 Painter __ de Toulouse-Lautrec
3 Two quartets
4 Jay Powell chairs it
5 That girl
6 Orchestra sect.
7 Not very friendly
8 “What __”: “Ho-hum”
9 Amazon crime series based on 

Michael Connelly novels
10 Satellite communications giant
11 Grazing sites
12 Soft shoes
16 That girl
19 Old PC monitors
23 Adidas rival
24 Yelp user, say
26 Brightest star in Lyra
28 River of Pisa
29 Gps. with copays
30 Ride-sharing option
31 Ballet divisions
32 Early movie mogul
33 Gaelic language
35 Take out __
36 Island rings
39 Fox River, in TV’s “Prison 

Break”
41 Spot of wine?
44 Source of a homeopathic oil
47 They may be fake
49 Slangy nose
51 Chooses
52 Church song
54 Passport producer
55 Willow twig
56 Lively dances
57 “The Birth of a Nation” actress 

__ Naomi King
58 A deadly sin
59 “If u ask me”
62 Shoebox letters
63 “Breaking Bad” network
Tribune Content Agency, LLC
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