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What I went through after a growth San Bernard River mouth to open wide Getting ready for
on my scalp turned out to be cancer
my annual visit

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I tested positive for squamous cell
carcinoma, a type of skin cancer.
Lesson learned: Use sunscreen
and protective clothing when working outside and frequent sunscreen
applications when outside for prolonged periods of time. Protecting
your skin from the sun is a lot easier
than what I had to go through to
remove the cancerous skin. It’s not
a walk in the park.
Untreated squamous cell carcinoma of the skin can destroy nearby
healthy tissue, spread to the lymph
nodes or other organs, and may be
fatal.
Here is what happened.
I went to the dermatologist, and

to the appraisers

he decided to remove the small
growths from my little bald head.
“These look thicker than last time,”
he observed. He used the scalpel this time instead of the liquid
nitrogen he used in January a year
ago. He gave me three shots in my
scalp and then proceeded to cut.
As it turns out, none of this was
that painful until he said “These
are bleeding. We need to cauterize
them.” Now, that smarted!
He sent the removed tissue to be
biopsied and gave me instructions
for care of the operated area. I
could clean it with soap and water
(no scrubbing) the next day, pat dry
(no rubbing), dry with alcohol, and
cover with Vaseline.

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I am one of the many thousands
of homeowners in Brazoria County
who have received notice that my
house again has turned from brick,
mortar, drywall and repaired water
pipes - into gold.
Property values in Brazoria
County are continuing to skyrocket,
which is great for the county’s
bottom line and house sellers, but
not-so-great for people like me, who
are planning to live in their homes
for a long time.

Ramblings

(See SURGERY on Page 5)

No-see-ums bugs spoil nature walk

By Ernie Williamson

swarmed. So much for back to
nature.
I don’t know about you folks, but
Before long, she had bumps
my wife and I, both longtime Texans,
on her face. Then welts on other
had never heard of “no-see-ums.”
exposed skin. Then large patches
Kelly, however, recently got
of reddened skin. Then swelling of
a painful introduction to the tiny
her face and neck. Finally, severe
blood-sucking
itching.
insect.
It was so bad,
The View from My Seat
She takes daily
her iPhone Face
walks on a new
ID no longer
hiking trail near our Pearland subdirecognized her.
vision. The walks gave her a chance
What had attacked her? She
to release energy built up during the
hadn’t seen anything.
pandemic. It was also an opportunity
That was one of the clues that
to get close to nature … or at least
led doctors and Kelly to believe
as close as you can get in Pearland.
that no-see-ums were the likely
During her walk on April 7, somesuspects.
thing started biting her. And it wasn’t
No-see-ums are nasty blood(See BUG on Page 6)
just one or two bites. She was being
The Bulletin
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Plus new, spacious bridge to span across FM 2611
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

After many years of waiting and
hoping, they are finally happening.
It is almost safe to say that the
mouth of the San Bernard River will
be dredged and widened to allow for
better flow into the Gulf of Mexico.
It is safe to say that the bridge over
FM 2611 will be replaced.
After all this time, the final steps
to get both projects going are being
taken.
Here is the latest on both.
I’ll start with the bridge replace-

ment on FM 2611. The contract for
the bridge has been awarded.
The bid to replace the bridge and
ramps up to it has been awarded to
Durwood Greene Construction Co.
at a cost of $11,769,390.85.
This is welcome news to area
residents who use the current
narrow bridge daily. The estimated
work time is 305 days. The length
will be .81 mile.
The old bridge will remain in
place during construction. What
will happen to it afterwards has

(See PROJECTS on Page 6)

We have raised a family in this
house and have many good memories. We don’t plan to move anywhere. Angleton has been our home
since 1989, when our oldest was in
Kindergarten, our second oldest was
in diapers and our youngest had yet
to be born.
The taxes on this house now are
more than the entire mortgage was
when we moved in - much more. I
know, that was the old days when
everything was less expensive. This
is today, and we live in a financially
progressive county that is moving on
up to the East Side.
We even have a tollway on which
we can drive to Houston, although
I still prefer the free part of Hwy.
288 that I have taken ever since it
opened one week before I got married in 1982. It used to be a breeze
to go up and down on it. Now it’s
filled with trucks, like Interstate 10
and 45.
We’re bigger, and one could
argue that we’re better also in
many ways. I know that the county
appraisal district is using all kinds
(See HOUSE on Page 7)
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Anthony’s Key & Lockout
Service
.

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek

(979) 977-0020 (713) 501-5625
Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

LICENSED

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied
Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

MAY 12

Weather facts that
are not that ordinary
May 12
1971 - Duststorms suddenly
reduced visibilities to near zero on
Interstate Highway 10 near Casa
Grande, AZ.
Chain reaction accidents involving cars and trucks resulted, killing
seven persons.
1982 - A late season snowstorm
struck the Front Range of the Colorado Rockies. The storm produced
46 inches of snow at Coal Creek
Canyon, located near Boulder.
May 13
1930 - A man was killed when
caught in an open field during a
hailstorm northwest of Lubbock,
TX. It was the first, and perhaps the
only, authentic death by hail in U.S.
May 15
1834 - The Northern Atlantic
Coast States were in the midst of
their greatest May snowstorm of
record. The hills around Newbury,
VT, were covered with two to three
feet of snow.
May 16
1924 - The temperature at Blitzen
OR soared to 108 degrees to set a
state record for the month of May.
The record was later tied at Pelton
Dam on the 31st of May in 1986.
May 17
1983 - A golfer playing the Fox
Meadows Course in Memphis TN
was struck by a bolt of lightning that
went through his neck, down his
spine, came out a pocket containing
his keys, and went into a nearby
tree.
Miraculously, he survived!

MAY 13

MAY 14

MAY 15

MAY 16

MAY 17

MAY 18

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
How did Bethoven compose
after going deaf?
Q. From a Monterey, Calif.,
reader: “Beethoven was totally deaf
when he wrote his Ninth Symphony.
Was that a truly astounding achievement, or merely very difficult? As a
gifted creative musician, he ‘heard’
it in his mind and wrote the notes
down. Not quite as amazing as a
blind person painting a masterpiece,
because wouldn’t a visual artist
need to see more than a composer
needs to hear?”
A. Anyone with musical training
can look at the score for a piece of
music and “hear” it, says Univ. of
Georgia musical composition and
theory professor Adrian P. Childs.
Deafness does not impair musical
creativity or the act of crafting the
notated score. “Nor is the painter’s
artistic vision impaired by blindness,
but lack of sight certainly inhibits
the physical creation of the final
product.”
A better comparison might be a
sculptor who has lost his sight but
still has memory of what he has
seen and felt, says University of
Toronto musicologist Gregory Johnston. He wouldn’t know the color
or whether there are blemishes
in the marble, but he wouldn’t be
completely divorced from his work
as would a painter. Another would
be a blind choreographer who can
envision the stage and dancers,
and then communicates that to a
director to realize the vision.
In any artistic medium, first comes
the dream or conception, then - only
if it can be executed - the creation.
Good lightning strike
Q. Lightning strikes kill thousands
of people every year. Does lightning
ever do anyone any good?
A. On the planetary scale, lightning may have helped in the early

If you enjoy reading
The Bulletin, please
tell your friends
about us or pick
up extra copies for
them. Please let our
advertisers know that
you saw their ads in
The Bulletin.

formation of amino acids, precursor
to life on Earth, says Colby College’s James R. Fleming, historian
of science and technology. Long
ago, lightning perhaps brought fire
to humankind. Today, lightning fixes
nitrogen in the air, creating natural
fertilizer, and ignites eco-sound forest-thinning fires. Also, lightning’s
electromagnetic fields aid scientists
in study of the atmosphere.
And every once in a while, says
FMA Research, Inc., a consortium
of atmospheric scientists, lightning
does a few bolt-from-the-blue individual good deeds.
In 1856, reported by “Scientific
American” magazine, a strike in
Kensington N.H. made a hole a foot
wide and 30 feet deep “well” that
soon filled with good water.
A Greenwood S.C. electrician
was hit and never again felt cold,
even when working outside in subzero temperatures.
There are stories of blind people
regaining their sight, and even
published claims of victims with
improved intelligence.
But these are rare exceptions,
with lightning deserving from all of
us the utmost respect.
Disappearing species
Q. The Ordovician extinction (440
million years ago), the Devonian
extinction (370 mya), the Permian
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extinction (250 mya), the Triassic
extinction (220 mya), and the Cretaceous extinction (65 mya, ending
the age of the dinosaurs): Each
wiped out close to half of Earth
species then alive, due possibly to
meteor impact, global glaciation,
super-volcanoes, etc. Another is the
more recent Holocene extinction.
What calamity caused this one?
A. “Caused” isn’t the right word,
because this Sixth Great Extinction
is ongoing, says physicist Stephen
Webb in “If the Universe Is Teeming
with Aliens... Where Is Everybody?”
It’s happening right now! This
epoch encompasses the last 10,000
years, up to the present day.
Unlike previous extinctions, “in
this case the cause is clear: human
activity.
We hunt species to extinction,
introduce alien species into new
ecosystems and cause havoc,
and most importantly, we destroy
habitats.”
By some estimates, species are
disappearing 120,000 times the
“normal” rate. Many in destroyed
rain forests were never even documented as species in the first place.
If these activities continue, says
Webb, global atmosphere and climatic effects seem certain to occur.
Will Homosapiens then join the
list of disappearers?
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.
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SINCE IT WAS AN EMERGENCY, I THOUGHT IT
WOULD BE O.K.: A heavily
intoxicated man stole a front-end
loader in Lincoln, Neb., put his
injured friend into the front bucket
and drove him to the hospital, where
he pulled in and blocked the ambulance bay.
His blood-alcohol content was
more than double the legal limit, and
he was charged with felony theft,
DUI (fourth offense) and driving
during a 15-year license revocation.
NO, I WAS LYING, THAT’S
NOT REALLY MY NAME,
OFFICER: A man, who was caught
with methamphetamine in his
possession in Clam Lake Township,
Mich., gave state troopers a fake
name, but there were felony warrants out for the man whose name
he used, so they arrested him.
HI, HONEY, DID YOU HAVE
FUN TONIGHT? … WHAT TH…! A woman had her boyfriend
babysit their children while she went
out to party at a nightclub in Wichita.
After she got very drunk and was
thrown out of there, she came
home in a rage, climbed on him and

demanded that he be intimate with
her. He refused so she bludgeoned
him with a hair dryer, resulting in
police involvement.
I’M WITH THE SUPER-SECRET POLICE: A woman, pretending to be a police officer, burst
into a home in Altoona, Pa., and
ordered everyone to get out. When
one of the residents asked her to
produce some ID, she held up her
bare hand as if she was flashing a
badge.
Witnesses said it appeared that
she was under the influence of
something.
LOOK, I NEEDED TRANSPORTATION: A man, whose
driver’s license has been suspended until November of 2024,
used a riding mower as a getaway
vehicle after he stole a $43 bottle of
Absolut Vodka from a convenience
store in Waterloo, Iowa, and then
burglarized a garage at 4 o’clock in
the morning.
NO, YOU CAN’T CALL ME!:
A woman was strolling along the
River Mole in Walton-on-Thames,
England, with her Tinder date and
his dog when the animal suddenly

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Sharon Toth

sharon.bulletin@gmail.com
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2 BR’s Starting at $775

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

leapt into the water. But it was her
– not the man – who jumped in to
rescue the animal as the guy “just
stood there” and “made useless
suggestions.” She later called it the
“worst date ever.”
HEY, I THINK THAT’S
LUIGI: A member of the mafia,

who has been wanted by Italian
authorities for the past 7 years as
he hid out in the Dominican Republic, showed off his cooking skills on
YouTube videos in which he wisely
hid his face. But he forgot to cover
up his distinctive tattoos. He is now
in custody.

* Gordita
* Barbacoa
* Breakfast Taco
* Homemade Tortilla
Mon - Friday 4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday 5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

SURGERY
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Not being overly bright I followed instructions carefully, and
after showering (no tub bath or
swimming allowed) and patting the
area dry, I applied alcohol.
I should have thought a little.
Raw area with cuts and alcohol what image does that conjure up?
It was a definite eye opener, so
wide open I couldn’t close them for
about 15 minutes!
The bonus was when the doctor
called me a few days later and told
me I have squamous cell carcinoma. This is caused by excessive
sun exposure, a blistering sunburn
as a child or teenager.
I had to make an appointment
in Texas City because he planned
on doing Mohs surgery, during
which they remove tissue and do
a biopsy while you wait, repeating
the procedure until all cancerous
tissue is removed.
They don’t do this procedure in
Angleton, and I will have stitches.
Maybe there will be enough
stitches to spell out “He was a big
boy and didn’t cry.”
Then it was time for the really

fun part - the removal of the cancerous cells. He did local anesthesia, three to five shots, to deaden
the area. Only one of them qualified as “hurt,” and please note it’s
hurt with a small h.
He took a plug, literally, from
my scalp and sent it to the lab for
a biopsy to see if he got all the
cancer.
The cutting part was not bad at
all, not nearly as bad as I feared.
We had to wait about an hour for
the results. He saw my son sitting
in the waiting room and told him
to come and stay with me in The
Room.
The results came back. Still
positive. The surgeon prepared to
go deeper. And still positive, so he
went wider and deeper. Oh, joy!
He took another excised tissue
back to the lab. This time he got
it all.
Now we are going to do
stitches, two layers, he said. But
first, always my favorite part, the
cauterizing of the area to stop the
bleeding. I asked him if he had
one of the famous wood-burning sets as a child because he
seemed to enjoy this.

It’s always the most hurtful part
of our visits, but this wasn’t all
that bad. It felt weird when he was
pushing the skin closer to each
side as he sewed it together.
I never required the booze or
stick they gave you to bite on in
the old “Wagon Train” episodes,
although the booze sounds like a
good idea.

He warned me that the skin
would be tight and slightly uncomfortable when I laughed, smiled,
frowned, or changed expressions.
He was correct. Nobody around
me was allowed to tell jokes or
make me mad.
The next visit consisted of stitch
removal. We decided to wait a
month before using the liquid

nitrogen on the remaining areas.
I will be wearing a hat and
using sunscreen in the future. You
should do the same.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send
comments by snail mail to The
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton
TX. 77516.)

CPChem announces scholarships to employees’ dependents
Chevron Phillips Chemical
Company LP (CPChem) today
announced it has selected 40
recipients for its 2020 dependents’
scholarships.
The company offers employees’
dependents annual scholarships
to pursue undergraduate degrees
at accredited four-year colleges
or universities, two-year degrees
or certifications and advanced
degrees for graduate studies.
Since inception, the program has
awarded more than $3.3 million in
scholarships.
The individuals from Sweeny/Old
Ocean Facilities include:
Shixuan Zhao, 2021 graduate
of Dulles High School, attending
University of Texas at Austin and
daughter of CPChem employee

Yingying Lu and Chuanqi Zhao;
Karli Flowers, 2021 graduate
of Manvel High School, attending
Alvin Community College and
daughter of CPChem employee
Danny Flowers;
Zoe Stark, 2021 graduate of
Sweeny High School, attending
Blinn College, daughter of CPChem
employee Mike and Melissa Stark.
“Part of our company’s vision is
to be the employer and neighbor of
choice across the many communities where we operate,” said Bryce
Hallowell, public affairs manager.
“A critical component of executing on this vision is to support
educational pursuits of exceptional

students from the many parents and
guardians who make our company
a great place to work. It is an honor
for us to support scores of new
bright minds every year.”
During the scholarship selection process, academic records of
eligible students undergo thorough,
third-party vetting, along with an
assessment of their leadership
skills and participation in school and
community activities.
Those include special honors,
work experience, goals and
aspirations, personal or family
circumstances, as well as recommendations from advisers, teachers
and/or employers.

Please let our advertisers know that you saw their ad in
The Bulletin
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Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

(From Page 1)

suckers that don’t get near the
attention afforded mosquitoes
despite packing a much more powerful punch. There isn’t a no-see-um
control district.
In hopes of preventing what happened to Kelly happening to you,
here are some things I learned that I
will share with you:
No-see-ums are winged insects
from the Ceratopogonidae family,
which includes over 4,000 species.
They are so small (1-3 millimeters
long) that they may look like black
lint or some flecks of dirt - hence the
name no-see-ums.
But no-see-ums also have several aliases: Biting Midges, Biting
Gnats or Punkies.
They can be found in marshy
lands in tropical, Caribbean and
Gulf Coast areas where they can be
a nuisance to campers, fishermen,
hunters, hikers, gardeners and
others who spend time outdoors.
“What’s the big deal?” you may
be asking yourself. “They can’t be
any worse than mosquitoes.”
But they are. In an online article
in Science and Soul, Melissa Gouty
writes:
“Since no-see-ums fly with
friends, you don’t get bitten once.
You get bitten dozens and dozens of
times. You are landed on not by one
lone insect, but by a nearly invisible
horde of female Biting Midges who
need the protein in your blood to
feed their larvae. “

PROJECTS

(From Page 1)

not been publicized.
In Freeport, the old bridge over
the Brazos River was dynamited in
the 1980s after the new one was
built. It took several tries before the
well-built structure succumbed.
In Brazoria, residents wanted
the old bridge to be saved as a historical structure after the new and
elaborate bridge over the Brazos
was completed, leading into the
city from the east side. The West
of the Brazos piece of history still
stands beside the new project.

Also, the bites of no-see-ums
are worse than mosquito bites for
several reasons:
The no-see-ums have saw-teeth,
not just a needle-like inserter like
mosquitoes, causing more irritation.
The welt from a no-see-um bite
can be up to two inches in diameter, almost four times the size of a
mosquito bite welt.
The sting of a no-see-um results
in a lesion that can take weeks to
heal and can itch the whole time.
The itch and the welt of a mosquito
bite disappear in 3 or 4 days.
Some people, apparently like
Kelly, itch more than others.
A female no-see-um will inject her
saliva, which contains an anticoagulant, into your body. This anti-coagulant keeps the blood pooling
and won’t allow it to clot, making it
easier for the insect to suck it up.
The more allergic a person is to
the anti-coagulant, the worse the
itch.

There are preventative measures
you can take to avoid Kelly’s fate:
Wear pants and long sleeves
when going out.
If you are going to be outdoors
around water, douse yourself with a
repellent.
Be aware that the biggest bite
times are in the early morning and
evening.
It has been three weeks since the
no-see-ums swarmed over Kelly.
She is feeling better, and her face is
once again easy-on-the-eyes.
It took two visits to the emergency
room, a visit to her doctor, steroids,
intravenous antibiotics, antihistamines and gobs of anti-itch cream.
And lots of willpower to avoid
scratching the itches.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

No-see-ums are far worse
than mosquitoes. They swarm
you and land multiple bites
that swell up.

Work on the new FM 2611
bridge is due to start in the first
week of May 2021.
It will have two 12-foot lanes,
one in both directions, and two
10-foot shoulders.
Next, the much anticipated final
steps to re-dredge the San Bernard River have begun.
Brazoria County Commissioner’s Court on April 27 opened the
project for bids to dredge open the
river mouth and a stretch where it
enters the Gulf.
The Court hopes to award the
bid at their May 27 meeting. Leav-

ing a few weeks to get the dredge
down in place, the winning bidder
should be dredging sometime in
July.
Now we need to get ready for a
celebration as these projects are
started, then completed.
A big thank you goes out to all
the area residents who worked so
hard to push through the San Bernard River Mouth widening as well
as to the Commissioners Court.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

HOUSE
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on the door frame of how tall the
kids used to be.
So, selling is not an option. Plus, I
hate moving.
If you’re in the same predicament,
let me share with you what has
worked for me well enough. It has
to be done each year around this
time, much like trying to lower the
monthly charges on your DirecTV
bill once a year.
I cut the cord on cable and quit
doing that. But I cannot cut the cord
on escalating property values, so
this is what I do.
I go down to the appraisal district
offices in Angleton, and I ask to

(From Page 1)

of formulas and comparisons to
arrive at property values. A computer probably just spits them out
and puts them in an envelope so
that recipients like me can try to
figure out why the house that has
not changed in a year is now worth
much more.
Sell it and take the profits off of it,
I hear someone suggesting. Then
I’d need another house to live in,
so that’s not a good solution. And
I’d be selling all the memories, like
a closet door with writing by one of
our children on it and the markings

speak to someone. Before Covid,
I just walked in. Last year I had to
do it all in writing, but it wasn’t all
that difficult. I basically wrote down
what I usually tell them in person.
I’d rather talk to a real person, but in
2020 that wasn’t possible.
Instead of looking at all the
property values data around me
and trying to figure out why a
house nearby sold for a price that I
wouldn’t pay for two houses around
here, I keep it simple.
“I don’t know who bought that

(Your choice of beer)

35

$

#1
101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

00

PET SITTING
PET DAYCARE
HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

#2
116 E. Plantation
Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

formal hearing or hiring a firm that
does this type of work. I’ve never
hired one, though.
It has worked for me, plus I got to
have a cordial conversation with a
very nice appraiser.
I am planning to do this “informal
protest” again this year and will
report back to you, dear reader, on
how it turned out.
I hope to bring you some good
news, because unless my house
turned into gold overnight, these
new values are just ridiculous.

Roots & Boots show at the Clarion to offer expanded seating

The Clarion at Brazosport College
is hosting a powerhouse trio of
country music superstars that can’t
be missed.
On Friday, May 14, Sammy Kershaw, Pam Tillis and Aaron Tippin
will bring their Roots & Boots tour to
Lake Jackson for an unforgettable
night of stories and songs.
The performance will feature a
limited in-person audience, as well
a livestream direct from the Clarion
stage. Livestream tickets are $10
and are available online through the
Clarion website at clarion.brazosport.edu.
For those attending in person,
expanded seating will be offered.
For more information or to purchase
tickets, call the Clarion Box Office at
(979) 230-3156.

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)
+
a Bucket
of Beer

house, but they must have money to
burn,” I usually say in these words
or pretty close to it. “I don’t want to
go to a formal hearing, so can we
work something out?”
The assistant appraiser then
figures something out on the spot
and gets close to the value I had
in mind, which is last year’s value.
They won’t hit it on the dot, but they
get as close as they can without a
formal hearing.
If you don’t like those numbers,
then the remaining options are a

Brazosport College health and
safety precautions will still apply,
including the wearing of face masks/
coverings.
The show starts at 7:30 p.m. and
is sponsored by STP Nuclear Operating Company.
Kershaw, Tillis and Tippin have

PRESENTS:

SSSSSS 2021
Ciii

LLLL Jaaksss

Fridays, 7:30pm - 10:30pm at the Lake Jackson Civic Center
Bring your own lawn chairs and refreshments

MMM 28

“I’ll be there for your
family pets.”

JJJJ 4

(281) 389-0721 (c)
(979) 964-4191 (h)

JJJJ 1

Call Cindy

rascalette2@gmail.com

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages
New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

(713) 929-2517

combined for more than 80 hit
singles. Kershaw’s hits include
“Queen of My Double Wide Trailer,”
“She Don’t Know She’s Beautiful”
and “Third Rate Romance.” Some
of Tillis’s hits are “One of Those
Things,” “Blue Rose Is” and “Land
of the Living.”

JJJJ 18
JJJJ 25
JJJJ 4

THE EMOTIONS
STEEL COUNTRY
CHECKERED PAST
THE FAB 5
THE SLAGS
COLE DEGGES
SUNDAY, 6-9P

333 HWY 332 E LAKE JACKSON 979-415-2600 LAKEJACKSONTX.GOV
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Caterpillar sabotages tomato plants’ ability to ‘cry for help’
By Tom Avril

The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

While there’s a famous horror-movie spoof about killer tomatoes, no one seems to have made
one about caterpillars — the insect
pests that eat the juicy red fruits of
summer.
Perhaps the time is ripe with

inspiration from a new study at
Pennsylvania State University.
Scientists found that a caterpillar
called the tomato fruit worm not
only chomps on tomatoes and their
leaves, but also deposits enzymeladen saliva on the plant, interfering
with its ability to cry for help.
If it all sounds a bit improbable,

starting with the concept of plants
crying for help, scientists also
scoffed at that idea when it was
first proposed a few decades ago.
But it has been shown time and
time again that when under attack,
plants can emit chemical distress
signals, causing their peers to
mount some sort of defense. A clas-

sic example is the smell of a freshly
mown lawn, which prompts the
release of protective compounds in
nearby blades of grass that have
yet to be cut.
In some cases, plant distress signals can even summon help from
other species. That’s what happens
with the tomato. When caterpillars
nibble on the plant’s leaves, the
leaf pores release volatile chemicals that are detected by a type
of parasite: a wasp that lays eggs
inside caterpillars. (Not to overwork
the horror-movie analogy, but as
with the hapless astronauts in the
“Aliens” franchise, it doesn’t end
well for the caterpillar.)
So the Penn State researchers
wondered: Could the caterpillars
strike back? In a
series of experiments, they found
that the answer
was yes, illustrating a previously
unknown strategy
in nature’s age-old
contest between
predator and prey.
The key is the
enzyme in the
caterpillar’s saliva,
which inhibits the
opening of pores
in tomato-plant
leaves, said Po-An Lin, the study’s
lead author. That means the leaves
are less able to release the distress
signals, and presumably less able
to attract wasps that could come to
the rescue, he said.
The researchers did not use
actual wasps in the study, as the
insects’ ability to detect these
signals is well established. But the
team measured the diameter of the
leaf pores and the levels of distress
signals that were emitted after
being exposed to caterpillar saliva.
The scientists did so both for caterpillars whose saliva contained the
enzyme and for those that did not,
as a result of having their genes
“edited” using the popular laboratory technique called CRISPR. Sure
enough, the enzyme-deficient saliva
failed to silence the plant’s distress
call.
That made for a convincing case,
said Chris Martine, a Bucknell University plant geneticist who was not
involved in the study.
“This is incredibly cool,” he said.
“I’m definitely going to teach this.”
It is not yet clear how the findings

could be used in agriculture, but
there is no question that help in
deterring the caterpillars would be
welcomed by those who grow tomatoes and other crops. This species
of caterpillar also feeds on corn,
cotton, soybeans, strawberries and
cannabis, and is well established
in North and South America, said
Penn State entomology professor
Gary W. Felton, the study’s senior
author.
“It’s a very successful caterpillar,”
he said.
Depending on the crop in
question, farmers give it different nicknames, such as the corn
earworm or the cotton bollworm.
One preventive strategy might be to
breed plants that are less susceptible to the enzyme’s
effects, he said.
Felton has been
researching the
insect’s salivary
enzyme for more
than 20 years. In
previous studies,
he and colleagues
showed that it
suppresses the production of nicotine
in tobacco plants,
making those
plants less toxic for
the insect to eat.
But the new study, in which he
and Lin collaborated with several
other universities, marks the first
evidence that the enzyme can
interfere with a plant’s cry for help,
Felton said.
As sober-minded scientists,
Felton and Lin did not phrase it that
way, ascribing human emotions to
what is essentially a bit of chemical
one-upmanship between plant and
insect.
But when university communications specialist Sara LaJeunesse
wrote in a news release that it
seemed “like a scene from a horror
movie,” Felton was willing to have a
sense or humor about it.
After all, the title of the study,
published in a journal called New
Phytologist, begins with the words,
“Silencing the alarm.”
By triggering the closure of the
leaf pores, the caterpillar enzyme
may harm the plant in more ways
than one. In addition to being less
able to release alarm chemicals,
the closed pores likely are less able
to regulate the plant’s temperature,
Felton said.

Tomatoes
under attack
by caterpillars
try to call on
wasps for help in
nature’s game of
the predator and
the prey.
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How to let everyone know you’re jabbed, and if you should
James Lileks

Star Tribune (TNS)

How will you tell everyone you’ve
gotten vaccinated?
“I won’t,” you say. “I am a private
citizen who does not spray every
detail of his life on social media
for the meaningless approval of
strangers.
I don’t take pictures of my dinner
and post them on Instagram, any
more than my great-grandmother
would have commissioned an oil
painting of her supper and trotted
around the country on a horse,
holding the picture up to people’s
windows.”
Huh. So you’re a weirdo, then.
But I understand. I also understand
the people who post pictures of
themselves with proof they got “the
jab,” as we call it now, because it’s
a British term and it makes us feel
like an extra from “The Crown.” It’s a
joyous thing, as if one is a butterfly
cracking the COVID chrysalis.
People also want to share which
brand they got. “I got the Pfizer jab!
Top notes of pain, subtle hints of
copper.” There’s been a hitch in the
release of the J&J version, denying
users the chance to gloat: “One and
done, peasants.” (Which raises the
question: Shouldn’t we call it just the
Johnson and refer to the two-shot
versions as Pfizer & Pfizer or Mod-

erna & Moderna?)
I don’t know anyone who’s gotten
the AstraZeneca, which sounds like
someone you meet at the co-op
who’s into crystals and drives a
Volvo slathered with bumper stickers.
Anyway. Some people are noting
that the proof of vaccination is a bit
ungainly and does not easily fit in
your wallet. Couldn’t we make the

People post pictures of their
food before eating it, so
what’s wrong with posting
that they got the jab (shot)?
vaccination record slim and stylish,
like a passport?
No. First of all, every passport
photo I’ve ever had looks like it was
shot with the War Criminal Filter
enabled. Second, passport lines are
stressful.
You hand your docs to the stern
official with the cap and badge and
short-sleeved shirt. He stares at
you, looks down at your passport,
looks back at you, and you know
he’s thinking “a clever fake, this”
while his foot pushes the button to
summon Interpol.
Imagine repeating that procedure
at the grocery store:
“Reason for visiting?”

“I need to pick up some lettuce,
milk and perhaps a frozen pizza. If
it’s on sale. Of course, one of the
brands is always on sale.
I swear the price of a Bellatoria
varies two dollars from day to day,
depending, so you never really
know what the true value is. $8.99?
$5? Sorry, I’m babbling. Encounters
like this make me chatty. Nerves, I
suppose. Everything’s O.K. with my
passport, right?”
Another hard look, and then the
official finds a free page that isn’t
full of stamps from Cub and Lunds
and Kowalski’s and pounds your
passport with the official seal, giving
you a curt nod that says, “We have
eyes on you, friend.”
So, no passport. How about a
balloon? When I got a booster shot
from the pediatrician, I was given a
balloon that said “From My Doctor
for Being Good.” You got one even
if you bit the nurse. Perhaps that’s
the best signal: walking around with
a balloon tied to your ear. You could
see the un-vaxxed coming a block
away.
Anyway, I’m making no Instagram
or Twitter posting when I get the
shot. Eventually you can just look
for the smile, with no mask to conceal it. That’s the best proof of all.
©2021 StarTribune
Visit at startribune.com.
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Rin Tin Tin and other dogs of war

The first Rin Tin Tin to become
Doberman Pinschers, collies,
a movie star was brought home by
Siberian Huskies, Malumates and
an American GI from World War I.
Eskimo dogs.
I. Apparently, it was the pup of a
Members of the K-9 Corps were
German “War Dog” that got cast
trained 8 to 12 weeks; then, they
in a 1922 silent
were put through
movie, “The Man
one of four
HISTORY MATTERS
from Hell’s River.”
specialized proA feature courtesy of The
It was the first of
grams to prepare
Grateful American Book Prize them for work
27 “Rin Tin Tin”
films.
as sentry dogs,
Both sides in the conflict used
scout or patrol dogs, messenger
War Dogs, mainly to carry mesdogs or mine-detection dogs. In
sages.
active combat duty, scout dogs
But it wasn’t until March 13,
proved especially essential by
1942 that the first official K-9 Corps
alerting patrols to the approach of
was established by the U.S. Army’s
the enemy and preventing surprise
Quartermaster Corps to train dogs
attacks.”
for the Army, Navy, Marine Corps
The Grateful American Book
and the Coast Guard.
Prize recommends “No Better
According to History.com, “The
Friend: Young Readers Edition: A
K-9 Corps initially accepted over
Man, a Dog, and Their Incredible
30 breeds of dogs, but the list was
True Story of Friendship and Sursoon narrowed to seven: German
vival in World War II,” by Robert
Shepherds, Belgian sheepdogs,
Weintraub.

Jackie Cooper, Rin Tin Tin Jr., and Joseph Calleia in “Tough Guy”
(1936).
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What will wife’s benefit be if I die?
By National Social Security Advisor at
the AMAC Foundation,
the non-profit arm of the Association of
Mature American Citizens

Dear Rusty: I am 76 years old
and began collecting Social Security
when I retired at the age of 62.
My wife also began collecting SS
when she turned 62 based on my
benefits. She did not work enough
to qualify on her own for Social
Security benefits. My question is,
how much will my wife receive
after my death? Will she receive
what I receive now, or will it be a
percentage of the total that we both
receive? Or will it be based on just
my benefits alone or
some other formula?
Signed: An Inquisitive Senior
Dear Inquisitive: Your wife’s
survivor benefit as your widow will
be based upon your Social Security
benefit alone. Usually a surviving
spouse receives the same amount
the deceased spouse was receiving
at death, if that is more than the
survivor is already receiving, and if
the survivor has reached their full
retirement age. Howwever, in your
case, if you should predecease
your wife, there’s a special rule
which may benefit her because you
claimed your benefit at age 62.
That rule says that because you
claimed before your full retirement
age (FRA), your wife’s benefit as
your survivor should be at least
82.5% of the benefit you were
entitled to at your full retirement
age (66), even though you actually
claimed at age 62. And because
your benefit was reduced by 25%
when you took it at age 62, your
wife’s benefit as your widow may

actually be more than you are
receiving when you pass. This
special rule is known as the “widow
limit,” which stipulates that a
surviving spouse is entitled to the
greater of what the deceased was
receiving while alive, or 82.5% of
the deceased’s “primary insurance
amount” or “PIA,” which is the
amount due at full retirement age.
Here’s an example: If your FRA
benefit amount was $1500/month,
then your age 62 amount when you
claimed was $1125. But due to the
special rule, your wife would get
$1238 (82.5% of $1500) instead
of the reduced $1125 amount. Of
course, this
example doesn’t
reflect the
COLA (cost of
living) increases, which would have
been applied to your benefit over
the years, but as your widow and
because you claimed before your
full retirement age, your wife would
be entitled to at least 82.5% of your
PIA if that is more than the actual
amount you were receiving when
you passed.
(This article is intended for information purposes only and does not
represent legal or financial guidance. It presents the opinions and
interpretations of the AMAC Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited
by the National Social Security
Association (NSSA). NSSA and the
AMAC Foundation and its staff are
not affiliated with or endorsed by
the Social Security Administration
or any other governmental entity. To
submit a question, visit our website
(amacfoundation.org/programs/
social-security-advisory) or email us
at ssadvisor@amacfoundation.org)

Ask Rusty

May is Older Americans Month
From Administration for Community Living

Every May, the Administration for
Community Living leads our nation’s
observance of Older Americans
Month. The theme for 2021 is
“Communities of Strength.”
Older adults have built resilience
and strength over their lives through
successes, failures, joys, and
difficulties. Their stories and contributions help to support and inspire
others. This OAM, we will celebrate
the strength of older adults and the
Aging Network, with special emphasis on the power of connection
and engagement in building strong
communities.
There are many things we all can
do to nurture ourselves, reinforce
our strength, and continue to thrive.
Connecting with others is one of
the most important—it plays a vital
role in our health and well-being,
and in that of our communities.
From finding joy in small things and
sharing our stories, to looking at the
big picture and giving to others, join
us in promoting the ways we are

connected and strong.
Intergenerational Pen (or
Keyboard) Pals
The pandemic and its resulting
social isolation have been hard on
people of all ages. We can help
each other through this time by
sharing our strengths and our experiences—the resilience we have
developed in our lives and what has
gotten us through tough times in the
past. Encouraging intergenerational
pen pals can reduce isolation and
increase resilience in people of all
ages.
Adolescents and young adults—
many of whom are facing a significant struggle for the first time in
their lives—especially need to hear
how others have dealt with difficult
times. It can help them adjust to
circumstances out of their control. When older adults, with their
diverse life experience, share their
wisdom, time, and encouragement,
they build connections with new
generations.
There are lots of ways to start an

intergenerational pen pal activity.
Organizations serving older adults
can work with local schools or youth
organizations to find and connect
potential pals. Churches and
recreational organizations serving
all ages can also connect members
of different generations. Individuals can reach out to long-distance
relatives or even nearby neighbors
they’ve missed seeing over the past
year.
Distanced Outdoor Event
Seeing other people in person—
even with masks on and from a
six-foot distance—can offer a richer
sense of connection and community
than virtual gatherings.
The CDC says that outdoor
gatherings with plenty of ventilation,
masks, and social distancing pose
less risk of spreading COVID-19.
Here are some ideas for bringing members of your community
together for a safe afternoon or
evening of outdoor entertainment
and socialization:
(See OAM on page 11)

Food Safety
for adults 65+

From the FDA

Ten

MEMORY CARE

Adults age 65 and older are at a
higher risk for hospitalization and
death from foodborne illness. This
increased risk of foodborne illness is
because organs and body systems
go through changes as people age:
The gastrointestinal tract holds
onto food for a longer period of time,
allowing bacteria to grow.
The liver and kidneys may not
properly rid the body of foreign
bacteria and toxins.
The stomach may not produce
enough acid. The acidity helps to
reduce the number of bacteria in our
intestinal tract.
Underlying chronic conditions,
such as diabetes and cancer, may
also increase a person’s risk of
foodborne illness.
Choose Safer Food: Learn
about safer food choices for people
with a higher risk for foodborne
illness, including older adults.
If you are 65 or older, or prepare
food for someone who is, always
follow the four steps:
Clean: Wash hands, utensils
and surfaces often. Germs can
spread and survive in many places.
Separate: Raw meat, poultry,
seafood, and eggs can spread
illness-causing bacteria to ready-toeat foods, so keep them separate.
Cook: Food is safely cooked only
when the internal temperature is
high enough to kill germs that can
make you sick.
Chill: Refrigerate promptly.
Bacteria that cause food poisoning
multiply quickest between 40°F and
140°F.
Your immune system is vital for
your health because it defends your
body against infectious organisms and other invaders. Spread
throughout your body, the immune
system is made up of a network of
cells, tissues, and organs that work
together to protect you.
When your immune system
senses disease-causing organisms
and other substances that invade
the body, it responds to fight them
off.
According to the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
48 million persons — or 1 of every
6 people get foodborne infections
each year.
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OAM (From page 10)

Organize a game night. Contactless options like charades allow
teammates to work together from a
safe distance. For more ideas, try
searching online for “contactless
games for adults.”
Hold an outdoor movie
screening. Consider a comedy or
other light-hearted movie. Sharing
a laugh can bring people together.
Make sure household groups sit six
feet from other families.
Coordinate a musical event.
Music can help people to connect, heal, and much more. Hire a
band, let participants show off their
musical talents, or just play music
from an app and let everyone make
requests.
Keep music levels down and
encourage clapping and distanced
dancing over singing and shouting.
Group Project
Working together creates a
sense of community, even when
you cannot be physically together.
Celebrate contributions of individuals and what your community can
accomplish together by organizing
a group project.
Each participant can work individually before their work is combined
to create a final masterpiece. All
collection activities can be done

without contact.
We suggest polling participants
to see where their talents and interests lie, but here are some project
ideas to get you started:
Create a community quilt.
Individuals can make squares on
their own, which can then be sewn
into a beautiful wall hanging or
cozy blanket. The quilt can then be
donated to a charitable organization or a community member. For
tutorials, beginner patterns, and
other ideas, search “how to quilt” on
the Internet.
Decorate a public garden or
community walking path. Paint
rocks with eye-catching designs
and inspiring messages. Ask
community members to paint their
rocks individually, providing simple
supplies, if possible. Then, collect
them to display in your community.
Establish a physical or virtual
bulletin board. Fill it with photos,
jokes, quotes, and/or good news
from community members. Display
in a public place or on your organization’s website.
Plant a community garden
of flowers or vegetables. Have
participants plant in shifts to maintain social distancing or provide
participants with seeds and a pot
to plant them in at home. Collect all
the plants to display together.

Fun facts about senior citizens
• The founder of Kentucky Fried Chicken, Harland David Sanders (a.k.a.
Colonel Sanders), started Kentucky Fried Chicken at the age of 65.
• Laura Ingalls Wilder didn’t publish Little House in the Big Woods until 65.
Millard Kaufman didn’t publish his first novel until 90.
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You can go home when the road leads to Miss Peggy

By Shirley Prihoda

to find the right word, is yet another
sought-after item on my grocery
Eventually, we all go home - in
list, Mt. Olive Pickles! The worth
our own way.
of these North Carolina inventions
For some, going home conjures
certainly goes without saying.
images of the radiant warmth of a
But there was yet something else
tangerine haze on the horizon as
coming out of those hills in North
you nimbly balance your plate of
Carolina that yet has gone unhermacaroni and cheese in one hand
alded: A silver-haired 84-year-old
and a healthy slice of apple pie in
everyone affectionally calls Miss
the other.
Peggy.
or others, the view is
iss Peggy grew up behind
somewhat different. Theirs is
a mule in the fields until
more along the lines of the
she came out of the
obstacle course on the TV show,
North Carolina hills singing south“Ninja Warriors.”
ern gospel like Loretta Lynn and
wHow did going home get such
carrying herself with the grace of a
negative press? The Prodigal son
First Lady. Her face is so radiant,
went home, and Dorothy and Toto
she seems like captured lightenwent home.
ing in a bottle. When you’re in her
The outcome was positive for
presence it’s as comforting as the
Dorothy, and we
beacon on a North
still smile at the CHASING THE CREATOR Carolina lighthouse
clicking of red
that’s known to all
shoes. For the
as a safe harbor.
Prodigal, it seems the only person
Both remain unchanging and ever
glad to have the little brother back
inviting.
was the broken-hearted father.
She wasn’t dealt a life of privilege,
Life is like that, the joy in a situand the road was washed out more
ation largely depends upon one’s
times than she likes to remember.
perspective. To go home or not to
For the person who values people
go home actually came into mainmerely on the external, she may
stream America in the late 1940s.
appear as one who has little to offer.
The quote “you can’t go home
This would be a great disservice to
again” was from a novel by Thomas
the critic because she is a woman
Wolfe.
who has strove, erred, and spent
n the book, Wolfe tells the story
herself in the worthy cause of loving
of George Webber, a fledgling
the broken into wholeness.
author from Asheville, North
We first met Miss Peggy and her
Carolina. However, when the book
husband, Ron, so long ago we all
hit the shelves, the actual residents
were several inches taller and had
of Asheville were quite unhappy
enough hair to style. We wanwith his depiction of them. Evidently,
dered across the states while they
in North Carolina any press is not
stayed put, like the never changing
good press.
lighthouse, pointing the way out of
Wolfe’s limited view apparently
darkness.
clouded his perception that bigger
In all our wandering, we never
and better things were coming out
planned to return to Brazoria County
of them thar hills. Coming down
and doing so was not our attempt to
the pike was Goody’s Headache
prove or disprove Thomas Wolfe’s
Powder, which would come in handy
hypothesis. The evidence of long
for the headaches for his unappreciclaw marks in the dirt speaks that
ated literary work.
clearly for themselves.
Also, had he stayed around long
hile this was not the path
enough, he could have retired his
we would have chosen,
coming home has proven
trusty pen and paper for the Lenovo
to be heel-clicking good because
PC, which this writer often stares
we are building a house in Columbia
into blankly, waiting for the right
Lakes right next door to Miss Peggy!
words to come. It’s at those frustratRon says he’s going to build a
ing moments one goes looking for
38-foot-high fence between our
a hearty dose of Goody’s headache
houses. Perhaps in the years we
powder!
have been gone he has forgotNot to be outdone by the quest
The Bulletin
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ten my go under, go over, or go
around personality! Suffice it to say,
he probably thought his years of
service in the ministry would have
granted him some peace in his
later years. Alas, it was not to be.
He may not be granted that kind
of peace, but he was granted the
greatest gift next to Jesus - Miss
Peggy.
or those who may think a
simple woman from the hills
of North Carolina has little
value in today’s world, they would
be missing the forest for the trees.
Theodore Roosevelt captured her
perfectly in his famous quote:
“It is not the critic who counts;
not the man who points out how
the strong man stumbles, or where
the doer of deeds could have done
them better. The credit belongs
to the man who is actually in the
arena, whose face is marred by
dust and sweat and blood; who
actually strive to do the deeds; who
knows great enthusiasms, the great
devotions; who spends himself in
a worthy cause; who at the best
knows in the end the triumph of high
achievement, and who at the worst,
if he fails, at least fails while daring
greatly.”
So, here we are home again and
anxiously waiting to move next door
to Miss Peggy who makes me feel
so loved that I stand a little taller,
fluff my hair and put on lipstick.
UPDATE: It was not meant to be.
This article was originally written on
April 2. On May 2, Miss Peggy got
to leave this world and go home.
Godspeed, Miss Peggy, until we
meet again.
(To contact Shirley, please send
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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If you enjoy
reading The
Bulletin, please
tell a friend
about us and
share the paper.

Everlasting peace through Christ
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Q: I am weary of broken promhis power to steer peace seekers
ises by those we elect to represent
away from the Peacemaker, Jesus
our best interests. People are
Christ. The same people who talk
weary of hearing politicians promof peace, lobby for it and convene
ise unity. Just when things seem to
peace conferences, are often the
be going well, some catastrophe
same people who are blinded by
happens. Why is this repeated
Satan, who does not want the
throughout history? - G.O.
world to recognize the Source of
A: No form of government has
peace.
been able to establish justice and
But personal peace can be
peace. While mankind will always
realized in the here and now.
search for peace, it will elude
Jesus said, “These things I have
them until they meet the Prince of
spoken to you, that in Me you may
Peace, the Lord Jesus Christ.
have peace” (John 16:33). The
The human race places its hope
future does not hinge on the world
in government, politics, religions,
situation, however grim it might
and many other things. The Bible
become. It depends on what each
speaks of this futility: “The way
person does about Jesus Christ.
of peace they have not known”
Tribune Media Services
(Romans 3:17). Today there is
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
little personal, domestic, social,
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangeeconomic, or political peace anylistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
where. Why? Mankind has within
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
it the seeds of suspicion, violence,
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
hatred, and destruction.
www.billygraham.org.)
Peace will not come to the world
until Christ returns. When He came
the first time He showed love, gave
comfort, and brought healing. The
people’s response was to oppose
Him, reject Him, arrest Him, and
kill Him. But He still calls out to
people today to repent of sin and
receive His great salvation.
But Satan does everything in

DID YOU KNOW?

The Flower Wars were a religious ritual in pre-colonial Central America. The ‘wars’ were a ritual between the Aztecs and their neighbors to take
the best warriors ‘prisoner’.
These prisoners were then sacrificed to the war god Huitzilopochtli. They
believed that the souls of the sacrificed gained a place beside the god.
In fact, some stories claim that defeated warriors protested an offer of
mercy. Instead, they demanded the honor of becoming sacrifices to their
god.
The Ancient Egyptians believed that the gods judged their souls
after death. The god Anubis weighed their souls against the Feather of
Truth. If it was lighter than the feather, then the god Osiris would welcome
them to the Afterlife. If their souls were heavier than the feather though, then
the demon Ammit devoured them.
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History of the World On This Day
May 11
1927 - The Academy of Motion
Picture Arts and Sciences was
founded.
1947 - The creation of the tubeless tire was announced by the B.F.
Goodrich Company.
1949 - Siam changed its name to
Thailand.
1998 - A French mint produced
the first coins of Europe’s single
currency. The coin is known as the
euro.
May 12
1847 - William Clayton invented
the odometer.
1926 - The airship Norge
became the first vessel to fly over
the North Pole.
1949 - The Soviet Union
announced an end to the Berlin
Blockade.
1970 - Ernie Banks, of the Chicago Cubs, hit his 500th home run.
May 13
1880 - Thomas Edison tested
his experimental electric railway in
Menlo Park.
1897 - Guglielmo Marconi sent
the world’s first wireless communication over open sea.

1911 - The New York Giants set
a major league baseball record.
Ten runners crossed home plate
before the first out of the game
against St. Louis.
May 14
1874 - McGill University and
Harvard met at Cambridge, MA, for
the first college football game to
charge admission.
1878 - The name Vaseline was
registered by Robert A. Chesebrough.
1897 - “The Stars and Stripes
Forever” by John Phillip Sousa was
performed for the first time. It was
at a ceremony where a statue of
George Washington was unveiled.
May 15
1862 - The U.S. Congress
created the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.
1930 - Ellen Church became the
first female flight attendant.
1940 - Nylon stockings went on
sale for the first time in the U.S.
1941 - Joe DiMaggio began
his historic major league baseball
hitting streak of 56 games.
1951 - AT&T became the first
corporation to have one million

stockholders.

May 16
1929 - The first Academy Awards
were held in Hollywood.
1939 - The Philadelphia Athletics
and the Cleveland Indians met at
Shibe Park in Philadelphia for the
first baseball game to be played
under the lights in the American
League.
1965 - Spaghetti-O’s were sold
for the first time.
1971 - U.S. postage for a
one-ounce first-class stamp was
increased from 6 to 8 cents.
May 17
1792 - The New York Stock
Exchange was founded at 70 Wall
Street by 24 brokers.
1932 - The U.S. Congress
changed the name “Porto Rico” to
“Puerto Rico.”
1954 - The U.S. Supreme Court
unanimously ruled for school
integration in Brown vs. Board of
Education of Topeka. The ruling
declared that racially segregated
schools were inherently unequal.
1973 - The U.S. Senate Watergate Committee began its hearings.

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Be
sure to honor past promises and
current obligations if you hope to
avoid criticism. In the week ahead,
a frustrating situation may prevent
you from moving forward with one of
your pet projects.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
You can’t reach for any new things
if you’re too busy holding on to old
things. Handle your duties with
pride, but don’t expect a compliment
for doing what’s expected.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Talking and communicating may
not be the same thing. You may
need to be patient while someone
takes time getting to the point. As
the week unfolds, you might change
your mind about something but
may learn to rely more heavily on
someone.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
To build financial security, be wise
about handling your resources. You
may not be able to call on others
for assistance in the coming week,
so you might be forced to rely on

yourself.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You might
fall down an emotional rabbit hole
unless your expectations remain
realistic. Maintain a low profile and
do your best to avoid criticism in the
week ahead. Stressed-out people
or difficult situations may challenge
your diplomatic skills.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Save
your money now. The upcoming
week isn’t ideal for making major
purchases, and today isn’t the right
time to make even minor decisions.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You
might expect that repeating the
same actions will always provide
the same results. Some of your
repetitive actions may not bring the
satisfaction you crave as this week
unwinds.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Find it in your heart to be forgiving
if a partner or family member was
off on an adventure while you held
down the fort. Recriminations will
not restore a relationship in the
upcoming week, but tolerance and
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
greens, navy beans, tossed salad,
Meals served at 11 a.m. Menu
biscuits, dessert.
subject to change. Meals on wheels
Friday, May 14: Enchiladas,
available - please call before 9:30
Spanish rice, corn, red beans,
a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals
pears & cottage cheese, cornbread,
available - call before 8 a.m. Take out
dessert.
meals - call by 10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m.
Monday, May 17: Spaghetti with
pick up.
meat sauce, corn, carrots, tossed
Wednesday, May 12: Mexican
salad, garlic sticks, dessert.
casserole, broccoli, pinto beans,
Tuesday, May 18: Smothered
slaw, cornbread, dessert.
meatballs, rice, lima beans, turnip
Thursday, Mary 13: Chickgreens, pea salad, biscuits, dessert.
en-fried steak, gravy, mustard

Tribune Media Services

understanding might.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Value is not measured by quantity alone. In the week ahead, you
may learn that in some cases bulk
purchases or other bargains aren’t
the best idea. Rein in spending as
well as your opinions.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19):
You may own things, but things can
own you, too. You might concentrate too much on material rewards
or compare your possessions with
those of others as this week begins.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Going around in circles gets you
nowhere. A nagging inner voice may
keep telling you that you are not at
peace. Persevere despite obstacles
and frustrations ahead and follow
through if a job must be completed.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): It
could be a struggle to concentrate
when you need to be on your toes.
Your energies or your desire to
compete may be depleted in the
week ahead by hidden worries or a
workplace misunderstanding.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers
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MR. MORRIS

By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA

By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

By Fred Wagner

Jumbles: UNFIT SENSE COUSIN IODINE
Answers: The conversation betwen the prison inmates was made possible because of -- SENTENCES

THE MIDDLETONS

“Finish your homework first, Kevin. Then you can hack into some
politician’s tax return.”

23 Gandhi’s land
24 Like oysters on the half shell
25 French water
28 Not kid around
33 IV amounts
36 List-shortening abbr.
37 Italics feature
38 Walter White shaved his off
40 In contention (for)
43 On the house
44 AimŽe of “La Dolce Vita”

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Down
1 Savory taste first identified in
Tokyo
2 Carpet synthetic
3 __ as a peacock
4 Tabby stimulant
5 JosŽ’s house
6 “Fancy meeting you here!”
7 “No __, no gain”
8 Mall pizza chain
9 Goth hairstyles
10 Opposite of 17-Across
11 Headpiece for kids in Mickey’s
TV club
12 Filmmaker Brooks
13 Biblical beast of burden
21 Yarn
22 Boating blade
26 Sleep concern
27 “ÀC—mo est‡ __?”
29 Dune buggy, briefly
30 “We did it!”
31 Throw wildly
32 North Pole toymaker
33 “Hanging” problems in the 2000
election
34 Algonquin transport
35 Iowa port on the Lewis and Clark
Trail
39 Coax (out), as a genie
41 “Science Guy” Bill
42 Title for DDE
45 Fictional language spoken by
Sheldon and Leonard on “The Big
Bang Theory”
47 Sporty car roof
50 Wind up
51 Slangy “Movin’ right along ... “
52 Had a late meal
56 Not long-winded
57 Daytime soap, e.g.
58 Big name in blenders
60 Opposed to
61 Float like a feather in the breeze
62 Breakup
63 “Let me add ... “
64 Yellowstone grazers
65 Misery
Tribune Media Services

Solutions

RED TAN BLUE PINK TEAL BLACK MAUVE PURPLE

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Across
1 Potentially insensitive, briefly
5 Police
9 ABBA’s “__ Mia!”
14 Vidal’s Breckinridge
15 Pequod captain
16 Native Nebraskans
17 Plenty
18 Islamic branch
19 Transports by truck
20 Winding, hilly thoroughfares
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Complete the grid so each row, column
46 Dmitri’s dissent
48 In low spirits
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
49 Traitorous spies
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
53 Driver’s license info
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.
54 Wayside stop
55 One-up
59 Halloween discards, and what
the three sets of circles represent?
64 “Dallas” surname
66 Solid precipitation
67 Backside in a fall?
68 Long-shot rags-to-riches enabler
69 Ices, mob-style
70 Girl in a Salinger story
71 Enter on a laptop
72 Italian eight
73 Sweetheart
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Let the color yellow bring happiness

By Norman Winter
TNS

If there were a color that represents happiness in the garden, it
would have to be yellow.
One of the three primary colors,
it has the power to evoke hope and
excitement. When the forsythia
breaks forth in the early spring, it
not only catches your eye, it invigorates your step. Winter is over, and
a new season has been born.
On the other hand, there is a
reason the school bus is yellow, a
motive behind so many highway
signs with a yellow background.
You notice; you pay attention.
Yellow is from the hot side of the
wheel and offers warmth like the
brilliant sun. A pocket of yellow

flowers at your entrance will give a
warm welcome to your visitors.
The Garden Guy has flanking
containers at the entryway, and
Lemon Coral sedum is blooming,
causing everyone to notice. It is in
a triadic harmony, three colors of
equal distance on the color wheel,
with Superbells Grape Punch and
Pomegranate Punch calibrachoas.
Like the caution sign on the
road, if you use yellow near what
you might consider a blemish or
weakness in the landscape, then
everyone’s eye will be drawn there.
On a bigger scale, yellow flowers
come to you in the garden, therefore having the ability to make a
large landscape seem cozier.
In yellow, you can really play

This Eastern Tiger Swallowtail visits Superbells Yellow calibrachoa.

with the mind with your amount of
color saturation. For instance, the
more saturated the yellows, the
warmer the feel. My wife, Jan, told
me the other day, “I just love that
little yellow.” She was referring to
Superbells Yellow calibrachoa. It
doesn’t have the fancy name of
some of its siblings, but it has that
ability to cause you to look, noticing
its companions last.
I was looking at Dr. Alan Armitage’s mobile app, Armitage’s Great
Garden Plants. When it came to
calibrachoas, he said an absolute
favorite is the Superbells Lemon
Slice. This white calibrachoa with
bright yellow lemony slices creates
partnerships that literally dazzle.
Conversely, yellow pastels like
the Luscious Royale Pina Colada
lantana, though cheerful, buffer
the intense summer heat. The
award-winning lantana features
pastel yellow and white in compact
habit yet brings in pollinators equal
with its larger counterparts.
The shade garden that seems to
go unnoticed can be given a new
vibrant definition with hostas. The
Garden Guy is getting to experience
hostas for the first time, and I’m like
a kid in the candy store. This year
I am adding several Shadowland
Autumn Frost. This award-winner
has blue leaves with wide yellow
margins. In another part of the
shade garden, I have Shadowland
Etched Glass, with green and an
even brighter yellow intermingled
with blue hydrangeas.
Deeper,w darker yellows are
found slightly to the left or warmer
side of yellow. This seems to be
where the real troopers for summerlong color are found, plants like the
new Luscious Goldengate lantana,
and Luscious Bananarama.
Yellow’s complementary color is
violet or purple. When you partner
the color of royalty with the radiant
and gleaming yellow, a pageantry
manifests itself in the garden. Try
Angelface angelonias or summer
snapdragons, Supertunia Royal
Velvet petunias, Superbena Violet
Ice or Dark Blue verbenas. Don’t
forget that yellow works exceedingly
well with its neighbors, orange and
red.
The perfect prescription for a
case of spring fever is to limit your

HEALTH AND HOME
news, and plant a healthy dose of
yellow in your garden. Do it as soon
as your frost-free date has passed.
This means some of you are a little
late, but I assure you the garden
center has just what you need.
(Norman Winter, horticulturist,

garden speaker and author of,
“Tough-as-Nails
Flowers
for
the South” and “Captivating
Combinations: Color and Style in the
Garden.” Follow him on Facebook
@NormanWinterTheGardenGuy.)
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