
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

For a lot of people, honesty still 
seems the best policy. 

And I am proud to count a grand-
daughter among those folks.

She found some money at her 
middle school and, without hesita-
tion, turned it over to her teacher.  

The school principal called my 
daughter that night and congratu-
lated her on raising a youngster who 
would turn in lost money.

What the principal said next 
intrigued me. She said most kids 
would have kept the money. 

I don’t know if the principal is right 
about that, but I have some evidence 
that, despite all the talk about lying, 
cheating and unethical behavior we 
hear about, there are still honest 
people out there.

 In fact, if you lose a wallet or cell 
phone, you shouldn’t assume it is 
gone forever. 

I belong to a Facebook group in 
Pearland that is loaded with desper-
ate messages from people who have 
lost wallets.  

But there are also nice mes-
sages from people who have found 
wallets and want to see that they are 
returned. There are also messages 
from people grateful their wallet has 
been returned.

Here are just a few of those 

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • JONES CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

© 2021© 2021

May 25, 2021May 25, 2021
Our 27th Year of PublishingOur 27th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407(979) 849-5407
mybulletinnewspaper.commybulletinnewspaper.com

PLEASE PLEASE 
TAKE ONETAKE ONE

FREEBulletinWeekly

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Is honesty still 
the best policy?

(See SHORTAGE on  Page 6)

In 2021, there 
is no shortage 
of shortages

(See HONESTY on  Page 5)

If you found a wallet, 
would you keep it?

(See MASKLESS on  Page 7)

(See TRIP on  Page  7)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

What to do if you 
see a sea turtle 
along the Gulf

SEE PAGE 11

Who would have 
thought potatoes 

yield flowers?
SEE PAGE 8

By John Toth
The Bulletin

The year 2021 will go down as the 
year of shortages.

Want to rent a car, buy some 
lumber? Sorry. Whatever is available 
is priced three times what it used to 
be, or even higher.

I read a report that in Hawaii car 
rentals can be as much as $700 a 
day. That is crazy. People are rent-
ing anything they can find, including 
U-Haul trucks.

I can just see loading up the 
family in a truck. “Hey, kids. Get in 
the back and hold onto something. 
We’re driving down to the beach.”

There is a lot of room in the back 
for the kids to stretch their legs out - 
or run around a little.

If I am going to Hawaii, the last 
thing on my list would be to rent a 
car. I’d be going from the resort to 
the beach and back. 

I’m glad that I’m not building any-
thing right now that requires buying 
lumber. Prices have skyrocketed. 
Some house construction costs are 
going up by $35,000 because of the 
increasing lumber prices.

I guess gone are the days when 
the lumber was just stored at 
construction sites. Now they are 
bringing it in Brink’s armored trucks.

It seems like everybody is jump-
ing on the shortage bandwagon. 
There is probably a shortage of 
bandwagons also.

“How to prepare for an aluminum 
can shortage,” was the headline I 
bumped into recently. I really don’t 
want to prepare for it. We can 
always switch to plastic, unless, of 
course, in the shadows of 2021 lurks 

Ramblings

The View from My Seat

Put on a maskless happy face and enjoy the grandkids

Do the Charleston... If you have the Grits

By Jerry Zezima
Tribune News Service (TNS)

The problem with wearing a 
mask — aside from the lamentable 
fact that you can’t breathe, talk or 
make funny faces — is no one can 
see you smile.

Not that there has been much 
to smile about over the past year. 
The pandemic has forced almost 
everyone to wear a mask, the 
result being that I couldn’t see 
people smile at my frustrating 
inability to make funny faces or tell 
stupid jokes.

But I recently dropped the 

mug rug when, after receiving my 
second coronavirus vaccine, I saw 
my granddaughters Chloe and Lilly 
for the first time in months without 
having to wear a mask.

“Poppie!” they squealed in unison 
when I walked in the front door of 
their house to watch them while my 
daughter, Lauren, ran errands.

They still recognized me. I think 

the mustache was a giveaway 
because my wife, Sue, known to our 
five grandchildren as Nini, doesn’t 
have one.

Sue and I had seen Chloe and 
Lilly the previous day for an after-
noon of outdoor fun and frolic - the 
first time we had done so maskless 
in I can’t remember how long. (I 

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Recently my wife and three 
teenage daughters took a week-
long family trip to Charleston, S.C. 
- also known as “The city where 
every meal will cost you at least two 
C-notes.”

Because we enjoy turning our 
buns into geological formations, we 
drove the entire 14-hour trip from 
East Texas to downtown Charleston, 
stopping only occasionally to sample 

the delights of various southern 
powder rooms, usually in rural gas 
stations tempting us with boiled 
peanuts and pickles in a bag.

Similar to nearby Savannah, Ga., 
where we dislocated our credit on 
vacation a couple of years ago, we 
noticed that almost everything in 
Charleston is extremely historical, 
meaning it costs a lot of money 
to see, and it usually has a gift 
shop selling souvenir refrigerator 

SEE PAGE 9
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Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

May 25
1955 - Two tornadoes struck the 

town of Blackwell, OK., within a few 
minutes time during the late evening. 
The tornadoes killed 18 persons and 
injured more than 500 others. Early 
the next morning, a tornado virtually 
obliterated the small community of 
Udall, KS., killing 80 persons and 
injuring 270 persons. More than half 
the persons in the community were 
killed or injured by the tornado.

May 26
1990 - Thunderstorms produced 

severe weather from north central 
Texas to the Central Gulf Coast 
Region. Severe thunderstorms 
spawned four tornadoes, and there 
were 81 reports of large hail or dam-
aging winds. Late afternoon thun-
derstorms over southeast Louisiana 
produced high winds, which injured 
27  persons at an outdoor music 
concert in Baton Rouge, and high 
winds which gusted to 78 mph at the 
Lake Ponchartrain Causeway.

May 28
1947 - A storm produced heavy 

snow across Wisconsin with 10 
inches reported at Gay Mills. The 
snow damaged fruit and other trees 
and downed power lines. The storm 
was followed by the coldest weather 
of the month for much of the High 
Plains Region and Missouri Valley. 
Williston N.D. reported a low of 21 
degrees the morning of May 28, 
1947, and the next morning, Chey-
enne, WY. reported a morning low of 
16 above zero, prompting residents 
to wonder what happened to spring.

Anthony’s Key & Lockout Service
(979) 977-0020 . (713) 501-5625

Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied

Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek
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the pavement, making the airborne 
droppers think competing birds were 
already waiting below to cop the 
food.”

Why women live longer
Q. How much longer do we men 

have to wait to achieve longevity 
equality with women?

A. No wait at all. As recently as 
1920, men and women in the U.S. 
enjoyed virtually equal life expec-
tancy at birth - around 55 years. 
Then over the last century, while 
men increased their life expec-
tancy to around 73 years, women 
advanced to 79 years, opening a 
six-year gender gap.

Why the disparity? Lots of theo-
ries, but with changes of this sort, 
you would expect the causes to be 
cultural, not biological, says anthro-
pologist Marvin Harris in “Our Kind.”  

“People today seem to think that 
being the biologically stronger sex, 
women naturally live longer.” 

But that ignores the hidden cost 
of machismo: Males smoke more 
cigarettes, eat more fatty meat, 
drink more and take more hard 
drugs, drive faster, expose them-
selves to more on-the-job industrial 
poisons, use more deadly weapons, 
and often acquire hard-driving, 
competitive personalities.

Tough guys and tough for our 
docs to keep them healthy.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Is lotto a good bet?
Q. It has been reported that the 

wealthy don’t play state lotteries 
unless the jackpot grows enormous, 
at which point probability theory 
says the game may become a good 
bet. How good? What’s the theory 
here?

A. A fair bet is one where the 
“expected winnings” exceed the 
ticket price, says Williams College 
economist Victor Matheson. For 
example, a recent Powerball jackpot 
reached $260 million with odds of 
winning at roughly 1 in 120 million.

 So, multiply the $260 million by 
1/120 million, and you get at least 
$2 expected winnings for the $1 
ticket. But, but, but... Powerball, 
Mega Millions and most others pay 
out over 20 to 30 years, devaluing 
the winnings. 

For the recent Powerball drawing, 
for example, this reduces the jack-
pot from $260 million to just under 
$150 million. Now, the expected 
value of a ticket is $150 million x 
1/120 million +.25 (for lower tier 
prizes) = $1.50, which still exceeds 
the price of the ticket.

But, there’s more: Taxes take 
about 1/3 of winnings, reducing 
the above return to around $1, or 
right at the break-even point, and 
multiple winners force sharing of 
the pot, common with big jackpots 
and “lotto fever.” In fact, none of the 
big lotteries like Mega Millions or 
Powerball has ever produced a fair 
bet, but some states have.

As for the wealthy playing, con-
cludes Matheson, there have been 
cases where the expected return 
was high enough that an investment 
consortium tried to corner the jack-
pot by buying every combination. In 
1992, an Australian group attempted 
to corner a $27 million Virginia Lotto 
jackpot and managed to buy 2.4 
million of the 7.1 million possible 
combinations before time ran out. 
They didn’t win.

Bird droppings
Q. What tool do eagles use to 

crack open tough tortoise shells to 
get at the choice meat?  

A. Gravity. The birds fly high with 
a heavy victim and drop it onto a 
splattering boulder.  Many species 
of birds use this foraging trick on 
hard-shelled prey or nuts, reports 
“Behavioral Ecology” journal, drop-
ping repeatedly, flying higher for 
harder food or if the ground below is 
softer. Crows are famous for doing 
this with nuts, knowing enough to fly 
lower and lower after multiple drops 
as the shell grows presumably 
weaker.

Herring gulls will often drop clams 
onto parking lots along the sea-
shore, so many in one case as to 
imperil the people and cars below, 
says Tom Erdman, curator of the 
Richter Museum in Wisconsin. “The 
remedy? Gull silhouettes painted on 

Deal of the week: Inexpensive 
advertising that works is our 
specialty. Call (979) 849-5407 
and see for yourself.

PET SITTING
PET DAYCARE
“I’ll be there for your 

family pets.”
Call Cindy

(281) 389-0721 (c)
(979) 964-4191 (h)
rascalette2@gmail.com
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

NOT THE RESPONSE TO 
A KIND OFFER THAT YOU 
MIGHT EXPECT: After he was 
kicked out of his grandmother’s 
house in Casselberry, Fla., an 
intoxicated 29-year-old man drove 
to a woman’s home and asked if he 
could stay there. She refused but 
offered him $100 to stay at a nearby 
hotel. In response, he threatened to 
burn down her house, backed his 
car into hers, shoving it about a foot, 
sped off and drove into a retention 
pond. 

BREAKFAST IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT MEAL OF THE 
DAY, OFFICER: A 10-year-old boy, 
who was pulled over after driving his 
father’s Chrysler minivan through 
the streets of Stillwater, Minn. at 
9:30 at night, told the cop that he 
was headed to the store to buy 
some Cheerios. 

NO, WE’RE HAPPY HERE, 
MA’AM: Four cows wandered into 
a residential neighborhood of Jack-
sonville, Fla., and started grazing on 
a woman’s front lawn. She turned 
on her sprinklers and car alarm in 
an effort to get them to move on, 
but the animals did not react except 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to john.bulletin@gmail.
com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

to drink the water before they were 
rounded up. 

YOU APPEAR TO BE CON-
FUSED, MADAM: A woman broke 
into a home in Interlachen, Fla., 
while the mother was at work and 
her three children were sleeping, 
and the intruder made herself 
breakfast. The mother returned 
home after her 16-year-old daughter 
woke up at 9 a.m., and called her. 
When the woman told the intruder to 
leave, she indicated that the three 
children in the home were hers. 
They are not. The cops took her.

I NEEDED A RIDE HOME!: A 
33-year-old man, who was booked 
into jail on a charge of public 
intoxication in Little Rock, Ark., was 
released at 2:30 in the morning, 
then immediately stole a police 
vehicle and drove away. The cops 
recovered the vehicle. 

NEE-HAW!: Even though he is 
a convicted felon out on probation 
and not allowed to have a firearm, a 
man posted film of himself on Face-
book Live riding a motorized scooter 
inside a Walmart in Peoria, Ill., with 
a handgun in his waistband. 

THIS IS OUTRAGEOUS … 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

GOING TO POT: A man evicted 
the tenants from his property in 
Charleville, Ireland, after he found 
out that they had set up a cannabis 
grow house, and then he took over 
the operation himself. Some time 
after he tossed the tenants, he was 
approached by a man who offered 
him money to resume the operation 

and produce a crop. He accepted 
the offer as he was under financial 
pressure at the time. 

YOU THREATENING ME, 
FIDO?: A rural mail carrier in Wil-
liamsburg, Ky., encountered a dog 
armed with an axe in his mouth. The 
man said he often sees the animal 
carrying around sticks. 

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
Angleton Manor

NOW HIRING
Make Ready

Lead Maintenance
with Multi-family experience

must be EPA certified
Both must be able to work flexible hours, 

including being on call during 
weekends and holidays
www.angletonmanorapts.com

110 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115
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Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

HONESTY (From Page 1)
messages:

“Someone found me on Facebook 
and sent me a message saying they 
left it in customer service … nothing 
was taken and no transactions on 
cards.”

“Thank you to the person that 
found my wallet at the Walmart by 
288 and turned it into the lost and 
found.”

“I found a wallet at Vintage Park 
Lane Pearland, if you lost it let me 
know. I have it. God bless you.”

“I found a license at the rodeo.  I 
turned it in but I found the lady on 
fb and messaged her letting her 
know. Daily schedules and life suck 
sometimes so if there’s a chance to 
help …”

Granted, this is all anecdotal, and 
I am sure many of the poor souls 
who have lost wallets will never see 
them again, but there are major 
studies proving people may be more 
honest than we think.

In one large, three-year study 
on honesty published in the journal 
Science, researchers “lost” 17,000 
wallets in 40 countries around the 
globe.

Alain Cohn, the lead author for 
the University of Michigan, explained 
how the study worked.

Acting as a tourist, a research 
assistant would walk up to the 
counter in a public place, like a bank 
or a post office, and would mention 

that he had found the wallet outside 
around the corner.

The phony tourist would explain 
that he was in too much of a hurry 
to track down the owner and would 
ask the employee to please take 
care of it. 

Each wallet included business 
cards with email addresses to indi-
cate the owner, a key, a grocery list 
and a varied range of local currency.

The wallet contained either no 
cash or the equivalent of $13.45 in 
U.S. dollars. For the United States, 
the United Kingdom and Poland, the 
researchers added a third option – 
the equivalent of $94.15.

The study’s authors hypothesized 

that employees would be more 
likely to email the wallet’s owner if it 
contained no cash.

They were surprised by the 
results. 

“We observed the opposite effect” 
said Michel Marechal, a University 
of Zurich economics professor who 
helped in the study. “People were 
more likely to return the wallet when 
it contained a higher amount of 
money.”

In the experiment, 51 percent of 
wallets with cash were returned, 
compared with 40 percent of those 
without money.  Also, the wallets 
with the $94 were returned at higher 
rates than wallets with $13.50.

In all, 90 percent of the money 
was turned in. 

What explains the results?
Keeping a wallet with no money 

in it did not feel like stealing, Chris-
tian Zund, a co-author of the study, 
said.

“With money, however, it sud-
denly feels like stealing, and it feels 
even more like stealing when the 
money in the wallet increases,” 

Zund said.
So, the next time you lose your 

wallet, don’t give up. There is a 
chance someone like my grand-
daughter will get it returned to you.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulle-
tin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 
77516)

PRESENTS:
Ciii   LLLL JaaksssSSSSSS 2021

Fridays, 7:30pm - 10:30pm at the Lake Jackson Civic Center
Bring your own lawn chairs and refreshments

MMi 28 THE EMOTIONS
JJJL 4 STEEL COUNTRY
JJJL  1 CHECKERED PAST
JJJL 18 THE FAB 5
JJJL 25 THE SLAGS
JJJi 4 COLE DEGGES

SUNDAY, 6-9P

333 HWY 332 E LAKE JACKSON 979-415-2600 LAKEJACKSONTX.GOV
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SHORTAGE (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 
#1

101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515

(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

a plastic shortage also.
CNN: “Signs all point to a gas-

oline shortage this summer.” Now 
this is more serious, since we can 
go without lumber and rental cars, 
but we need gasoline for summer 
fun trips. 

It’s almost like when one news 
outlet finds a story about a possi-
ble shortage, all the others start 
one-upping it by finding their own 

shortage stories that are worse than 
the earlier reports. 

A gasoline shortage should catch 
everybody’s attention, so it needs to 
be one-upped. But how?

Car and Driver: “Next up, possible 
tire shortage.” Well, that takes care 
of that. Even if we can find some 
expensive gas, we’ll have to drive 
around on bald tires for a while.

Let’s just relax at home by that 
brand new pool. But it’s all discol-
ored and murky because there is a 
chlorine pellet shortage. It’s a good 
thing I don’t have a pool.

I made the mistake of putting into 
the Google search engine the word 
shortages. There are 172 million 
pages of it (no shortage there), but I 
stopped at Page 2. 

Computer chips shortage is men-
tioned the most, while nursery and 
landscaping shortages the least - on 
those two pages. That’s my limit.

Apparently, the big freeze that 
created money shortages for many 
of us froze a bunch of plants in 
nurseries, and people are having 
a hard time decorating their yards. 
My big yard problem is mowing it. 
I always run short of time when it 
comes to that.

Another scary article: “Supply line 

snafus are causing U.S. coffee sup-
plies to shrink fast, and wholesale 
prices are jumping as a result.”

We have lived through this before 
without much damage. I’m glad I let 
all the caffeine exit my fatty tissue 
cells over a decade ago and don’t 
have to worry about this one. It took 
two weeks and a lot of afternoon 
headaches, but I did it.

I have not come across any scary 
stories on toilet paper or paper 
towel shortages yet, but we learned 
how to handle that in 2020 - hoard.

Last winter has created another 
shortage fear in Texas, and we 
didn’t need the media to hype this 
one  -  the electricity shortage. 

The chapter of this shortage 
is still being written in the Texas 
Legislature. It is still being paid for 
by homeowners like myself, who are 
running a little short of patience.

As these shortages are taking 
place (or are created), they also are 
driving up consumer prices. Some 
call it the law of supply and demand; 
others call it cashing in.

That could spark the mother of 
all inflations, the likes we have not 
seen since the Nixon era, which he 
tried to fix with price controls - which 
didn’t work.

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

JOHN DEERE 
TRACTOR FOR SALE

Tractor Model 4100 (1998)
Four Wheel Drive, Diesel 

engine (644 hrs.)
Includes: 4-ft. Finish 

Mower, Frontend loader,
Disc, and Plow

Call Gordon for details: 
979-922-1720
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COLOR
TRIP (From Page 1)

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

magnets. 
In fact, upon our arrival, we 

immediately forked over a chunk 
of change to a tour company that 
hauled us around town in a histori-
cal-looking wagon behind a Belgian 
draft horse’s fragrant hind quarters 
as the guide showed us the histor-
ical sideways-facing single houses 
with their grand piazzas - and other 
historical stuff.

Because we still hadn’t had 
enough historicalness, we spent a 
couple of more hours (and another 
hundred bucks) on a guided 
walking tour down cobblestone 
side streets and through historical 
alleyways where the horse’s hind 
quarters don’t fit.

The historical highlight of our 
trip was a jaunt aboard the Spirit of 
the Lowcountry across Charleston 
Harbor to legendary Fort Sumter. 

For about the price of one of my 
daughters’ prom dresses, your 
family can cruise across the harbor 
and occasionally glance up from 
their cell phones to see the majestic 
Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge, Castle 
Pinckney, and finally, Fort Sumter - 
where the first shots of the Civil War 
were fired.

Although the tour of the fort 
itself was educational and moving, 
the cruise back to Liberty Square 
included the bonus of a pod of dol-
phins racing within inches of where 
we were standing on the lower deck 
at the bow of the boat - and the 
dolphins didn’t even charge extra.

After each of these tours, we 
were feeling pretty darn historical 
ourselves - and hungry - even 
hungry enough to eat something like 
shrimp and grits.

And to be honest, touring the 
historical aspects of Charleston 
was really just something for us to 

do between meals. Devouring vast 
quantities of Lowcountry fare took 
up the bulk of our itinerary.

We broke the bank (and our 
waistbands) at eateries like Poo-
gan’s Porch, Millers All Day, Toast! 
All Day, Fleet Landing and Rodney 
Scott’s Whole Hog BBQ, where we 
enjoyed some of the most scrump-
tious carbohydrates and saturated 
fats that we’d had since we left 
home. 

And, yes, Charleston restaurants 
can even make a dish like shrimp 
and grits edible, and she-crab soup 
seem non-hazardous.

Our trip to Charleston was a 
truly wonderful experience, and I 
encourage you to plan a visit as 
soon as you get the chance (or win 
the lottery). 

Our three daughters even appre-
ciated it, except for the walking, 
stair climbing, and other activities 
requiring physical movement.

In addition to thoroughly enjoying 
the food, we learned a lot of the 
history surrounding this charming 
city and its importance in shaping 
our country’s heritage - and we’ve 
got the refrigerator magnets to 

prove it.
(Copyright 2021. Jase Graves. 

Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

MASKLESS (From Page 1)
can’t remember because wearing a 
mask every day has cut off the air 
supply to what little remains of my 
brain.)

At any rate, the only way our 
grandchildren could see us since 
this whole viral business began is 
on FaceTime, which has given me 
a chance to show my face one silly 
session at a time.

But now, I was finally resuming 
my cherished role as The Manny, a 
big-baby babysitter whose grand-
kids are more mature than I am.

“Where’s your mask, Poppie?” 
asked Chloe, who just turned 8.

“In the car,” I replied.
“You look better without it,” said 

Lilly, who’s 4.
Then, announcing she was the 

Tooth Fairy, Lilly handed me a small 
mesh candy bag with 40 cents in it.

“You deserve it, Poppie,” Lilly 
said. “You lost your buck teef when 
you were little. I didn’t lose my buck 
teef,” which she couldn’t pronounce 
without, of course, her “buck teef.”

As the three of us used all our 
teeth to eat lunch — mac and 
cheese — it dawned on me that 

Chloe and Lilly may be the only 
people on earth happy to see my 
full visage again.

Afterward, we went outside to 
the girls’ picnic table, which served 
as Lilly’s Restaurant, where I was 
served a dessert of freshly picked 
flowers.

“Yummy!” I exclaimed as I pre-
tended to munch on the delicious 
dandelions, which I pretended to 

wash down with dandelion wine.
“You don’t have to wear your 

mask in my restaurant,” Lilly 
informed me.

After running around the yard 
and playing on the swings, we went 
back inside, where Lilly changed 
into her Princess Aurora costume 
from “Sleeping Beauty.”

“Would you like me to change 
into a costume?” I asked, which 
prompted Lilly’s resounding 
response: “No!”

Chloe got on her FreeTime to 

show me “Hello Kitty Discovering 
the World.”

“Let’s go to Australia!” she said.
“Do I need a passport?” I won-

dered.
“Of course not, silly Poppie!” 

Chloe answered.
After visiting all the continents, 

I made a mental note to put in for 
mileage on my tax returns.

Then the girls climbed into my 
lap so I could read “Paulette: The 
Pinkest Puppy in the World.”

“She’s having a ruff day!” Chloe 
joked.

It was a wonderful visit, especially 
since we could actually hear each 
other.

“Do you know what you sound like 
with a mask on?” Chloe asked.

“What?” I replied.
“Um, um, um!” Chloe said.
“Ugh, ugh, ugh!” Lilly joined in.
We all laughed. When Lauren got 

back, it was time to leave.
Without a mask on, it was easy 

to show the girls I had a great time. 
They could see it from a smile away.

(Jerry Zezima writes a humor 
column for Tribune News Service 
and is the author of five books. 
Email: JerryZ111@optonline.net.)

Keeping an eye on 
grandkids while mom’s 
busy is better without a 
having to wear a mask



Page 8  THE BULLETIN   May 25, 2021   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Blooms are an added attraction to growing potatoes
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Its delicate purple petals in full 
bloom glisten in sunshine. They 
surround a yellow center that cre-
ates a nice contrast. Other flowers 
around it are getting 
ready to bloom. 

The flower belongs 
in a vase, but it is 
actually on a potato 
vine.

I’m trying to grow 
“new” potatoes in 
my “experimental” 
container this year. 
When I went down to 
water them recently, 
there it was - a bloom. 
At first, I thought it 
was a weed in the 
container. But I took a 
second look, and sure 
enough, the potato 
plant had flowered.

I didn’t know potatoes made 
flowers. I remember planting them 
in Mom’s garden when I was a kid, 
but I don’t ever remember seeing 
them bloom. 

I had to do some research to 
see what was going on.

The flowering means the vines 
are mature enough to start form-
ing tubers - the potato we eat. It’s 
not a sign the potatoes are ready 
to pull; you must wait until all the 
vines die and turn brown before 
the potato is ready for harvesting.

Potatoes and tomatoes are 
like distant cousins with different 
lifestyles. One is dull, bulky and 
thrives underground; the other is 
colorful and elegant, hanging on 
a vine while growing into the tasty 
treat most of us enjoy. 

Occasionally, the potato flower 
(which looks strikingly like a tomato 
flower except for the color) will 
mature into a berry-like fruit. If you 
cut it open, I read, it will look like a 
small tomato inside. It is not edible. 

In fact, it is toxic.
Most of the time, the potato fruit 

just dries up and goes away. That’s 
what mine seem to be doing. I 
understand that potatoes bloom if 
they get too much fertilizer or the 
plants experience cold nighttime 
temperatures. Since mine started 
blooming after the cold fronts with 
that strong north wind, I’m assum-
ing my plants bloomed because of 
cold nights.

If you do get berries on your 
potatoes, know that they contain 
solanine – a poisonous substance 
that can cause illness in humans. 
Even though your plant is growing 
the berries, the potato itself is not 
affected and is not poisonous.  

The potato berry looks a lot like a 
cherry tomato. So, especially if you 

have young children around, pick 
the fruit off and throw it away.

If you can save the seeds from 
the potato fruit and grow them 
next season, they won’t produce 
the same kind of potato as the 

parent plant. I 
also learned that I 
shouldn’t plant pota-
toes in the same 
vessel with the 
same soil more than 
two years in a row.

My Mom had 
always told me 
to cut the green 
portions off a potato 
and throw them 
away – that they 
were bad. I never 
knew to what extent 
before I investi-
gated my flowering 
potatoes.

If you are tempted 
to eat any part of the potato that 
grows on top of the soil, or the 
potato berry, it would not be advis-
able. Solanine can cause upset 
stomachs, headaches, delirium, 
shock, paralysis and sometimes 
even more serious problems.  

Eating a potato with green flesh 
or skin – or that is sprouting – can 
also cause you some grief. Cut 
off the green part, and the rest of 
the tuber is still good to eat. Throw 
away or plant a potato that is 
sprouting.

Who knew I would learn so 
much about potatoes from won-
dering why it bloomed?

(Write Jan in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Port Freeport’s Take-A-Child Fishing attracts young anglers 
On Saturday, May 8, Port Free-

port hosted its 21st Annual Take-A-
Child Fishing Tournament (TACFT) 
at Freeport Municipal Park.  

A total of 321 local young anglers 
with their families brought the total 
attendance close to 1,000 people.  A 
total of 686 canned good items were 
collected as part of the entry fee for 
the event to help fill the pantry at the 
Brazoria County Dream Center.  

An additional 745 canned goods 
were donated by event sponsors, 

bringing the total number of cans 
donated to 1,431 to benefit mem-
bers of the community.

“For 21 consecutive years, includ-
ing via a virtual platform in 2020, the 
generosity of our sponsors and vol-
unteers has allowed Port Freeport 
to host this wonderful, family-friendly 
event,” Port Freeport Executive 
Director/CEO Phyllis Saathoff said.  
“It is heartwarming and exhilarating 
to see our community outdoors 
again with their families spending 

time together on the banks of the 
Old Brazos River.”

Registrants were divided into two 
age groups, and first- through third 
-place prizes were awarded to both 
groups. First-place winners were 
awarded a Microsoft Surface tablet, 
type cover, and other accessories. 
Second and third place received 
Visa gift cards. Each registrant 
received a T-shirt and backpack 
filled with goodies. They also had an 
opportunity to win one of over 135 

door prizes.
“On behalf of the Port Commis-

sion, I would like to thank our 59 
sponsors and the over 80 dedicated 
volunteers who make this event 
possible year-after-year,” Port Com-
mission Chairman Shane Pirtle said.  
“We rely upon their generosity to put 
this event on for our community, and 
we delight in seeing the joy on our 
younger anglers’ faces as they reel 
in their catches.”

The youth anglers caught a vari-
ety of fish and presented a total of 
476 fish at the weigh-in. Port Free-

port would like to thank everyone 
who attended and congratulate this 
year’s winners:

Blue Fins Category (Ages 3-8)
First Place – Emilie Escobedo; 

Second Place – Gunner Strother; 
Third Place – Alivia Galicia.

Yellow Fins Category (Ages 9-14) 
First Place – McKenzie Mouton; 

Second Place – Reid Dusek; Third 
Place – Mallory Varga.

Port Freeport would like to extend 
a thank you to all the volunteers for 
their dedication and the sponsors 
for their generosity.

Port Freeport Executive Director/CEO Phyllis Saathoff presents 1st- 
place through 3rd-place awards to tournament winners in blue fins and 
yellow fins divisions.

Angleton Manor

*See office for details

www.angletonmanorapts.com

.SPACIOUS ONE/TWO BR. FLOORPLANS

.ALL ELECTRIC KITCHENS

.WASHER/DRYER CONNECTIONS

.WOOD-STYLE FLOORING

.SPARKLING SWIMMING POOL

110 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115

GREAT AD RATES . 979-849-5407
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HOW MEMORIAL DAY BEGAN

For Memorial Day, ways to serve those who served us
By Tom Purcell
Special to The Bulletin

Every Memorial Day, we remem-
ber those who died during active 
military service. But the day gives 
us a special opportunity to serve 
those who serve us.

According to the Department of 
Veterans Affairs, nearly 42 million 
American men and women have 
served during wartime. Nearly 1.2 
million died while serving. Nearly 
1.5 million were wounded.

Since 9/11, nearly 7,000 U.S. 
service members have died in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. More than 50,000 
have been wounded – many have 
debilitating injuries and mental 
challenges that have changed their 
lives forever.

We may debate the rightness 
or wrongness of various engage-
ments, but we know that freedom 

comes at a steep price, and we 
honor those who have secured it 
for us.

But we can do more. We can 
serve them back.

“There are many small things 
people can do that can make a 
world of difference,” said Jerry 
Newberry, assistant adjutant 
general at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW).

Such as assisting the family of 
a service member who has been 
deployed.

“Family members go through a 
long period of wondering, worrying 
and waiting,” said Newberry. “But 
they still need to deal with the car 
breaking down, a child getting sick, 
a death in the family. If you know of 
such families, reach out to them.”

Or write an e-mail or letter. The 
troops – particularly those recu-

perating in military hospitals – love 
receiving e-mails, letters and care 
packages. You can do so at amil-
lionthanks.org.

Donate time. Your local Veterans 
Affairs office, VFW and other legiti-
mate organizations are in desperate 
need of volunteers.

Organize a toy drive for children 
of deployed soldiers. Support the 
Marine Corps Toys for Tots pro-
gram. Provide gift cards to troops 
through aafes.com.

Donate money. You can give to 
a variety of needed services for 
military members – or support the 
Red Cross to provide basic neces-
sities to service members in military 
hospitals. Go to vfw.org and click on 
“Donate” or “Troop Support.”

Lori Felix at Military.com offers 
additional suggestions that are 
simple and inexpensive. One is 
to volunteer to place flags on the 
grave sites of fallen servicemen and 
women. Your local American Legion 
or VFW will have the details.

Felix writes that holiday week-
ends can be challenging times for 
those who are serving away from 
home. She suggests contacting the 
community relations office at your 
local military base to invite a service 
member or two to dinner.

Or do something kind for a 
wounded vet. The Walter Reed 

National Military Center has a 
Facebook page that provides inspi-
ration and ideas for brightening a 
wounded vet’s day.

CNN offers some great sugges-
tions.

Some disabled veterans are 
unable to drive. You can volunteer 
to give them a ride to their medical 
appointments at Disabled American 
Veterans (dav.org).

You can donate your frequent 
flyer miles so that family members 
can travel to the bedside of a hos-
pitalized service member. That can 
be done through the Fisher House 
Foundation’s Hero Miles Program 
(fisherhouse.org).

CNN reports that more than a 

third of the men and women who 
served in Iraq and Afghanistan 
“have or will experience post-trau-
matic stress disorder.” The Pup-
pies Behind Bars program trains 
companion dogs for veterans with 
PTSD. You can sponsor a dog at 
puppiesbehindbars.com.

Hey, Memorial Day is upon us. 
What better time to serve the men 
and women who have served, or 
are serving, us?

(Tom Purcell, author of “Misad-
ventures of a 1970’s Childhood,” 
a humorous memoir available 
at amazon.com, is a Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review humor columnist. 
Send comments to Tom at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.)

Memorial Day breakfast, celebrations 
planned in West Columbia May 31

The American Legion Mattson-Ringgold Post 503 in West Columbia 
has scheduled its annual Memorial Day Ceremony for Monday, May 31. 

The ceremony will be held at 5 p.m. at the American Legion facility, 
located at 219 Veterans Park Drive in West Columbia.

This year’s ceremony will feature a guest speaker, a flag ceremony 
provided by the Angleton High School JROTC cadets and a tribute to  
the service members who were held Prisoners of War. 

This  tribute will be a live bagpipe performance provided by Dr. 
Andrew Seigrist, Superintendent of Tidehaven ISD.

Covid 19 protocols will be those in place by the City of West Colum-
bia. Masks and social distancing will be an individual choice.

Citizens, especially children, are cordially invited and encouraged 
to join this Memorial Day ceremony and remember and honor those 
military service members who have sacrificed so much so that we have 
the freedom that we enjoy.

A complimentary breakfast for military veterans will be served on 
Monday, May 31, 7 to 9 a.m. by the St. John’s Masonic Lodge #5, 
located at 313 West Jackson St. in West Columbia. 

All veterans, their family and friends are invited to attend and enjoy a 
delicious breakfast, enjoy the fellowship and visit.

Memorial Day was a response to the carnage of the Civil War, in which a 
total of some 620,000 soldiers died between both sides. 

In 1864, women from Boalsburg, Pennsylvania, put flowers on the graves 
of their fallen soldiers from the just-fought Battle of Gettysburg. The next 
year, a group of women decorated the graves of soldiers buried in a Vicks-
burg, Mississippi, cemetery.

Two years later, women from Columbus, Mississippi, laid flowers on the 
graves of both Union and Confederate soldiers. In the same month, in Car-
bondale, Illinois, 219 Civil War veterans marched through town to Woodlawn 
Cemetery in memory of the fallen, where Union hero Major General John A. 
Logan delivered the principal address. 
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Great Lakes Dredging Company folks Ashley (far left) and Kieran 
(right) Richardson brought their children Connor (top middle, aged 9), 
A.J. (aged 3) and Meana (aged 8, not pictured) from Katy to help clean 
beaches at Surfside Beach.

Volunteers clean our county beaches
For the first time in more than a 

year, the Texas General Land Office 
sponsored a statewide coastal 
Adopt-A-Beach cleanup last month. 
They partnered with cities and coun-
ties all along the Texas coast. 

Brazoria County Parks again 
participated in providing trash bags, 
gloves and staff to work alongside 
hundreds of volunteers to remove 

tons of plastic, paper, fishing line, 
cigarette butts and countless other 
items of trash that routinely litter our 
beaches. 

Hundreds of volunteers showed 
up to participate; families, teams of 
corporate employees, scout groups, 
students and individuals gathered to 
pick up trash along Follett’s Island, 
Surfside and Quintana beaches. 

Chevron Phillips employees were among several companies that 
brought a team to help with Adopt-A-Beach cleanup along Brazoria 
County’s Follett’s Island Beach and Nature Preserve.

Parents Jeny (middle right) and Rick (middle left), and children Flinn 
(right) and Molly all made the trip from Houston to clean Quintana Beach.
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Monday, June 7 through 
Thursday, June 10, 9 a.m. 
to noon each day: Nature 
Camp at Camp Mohawk 
County Park. Campers will 
participate in entertaining and 
educational activities including 
lessons on our local envi-
ronment and the critters that 
inhabit it, archery instruction, 
and a hike through the park 
itself. Nature Camp registration 
is $30 per child, and is open 
to registrants 7 to 12 years of 
age. You can find the regis-
tration packet on the event’s 
page here. Space is limited, so 
be sure to register soon. For 
registration and information call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-
1152, or email him at mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, June 12, 2021, 
9 a.m. to noon: Summer 
Paddling Event #1. Come 
join the Brazoria Paddlers Club 
as they hold a paddling event 
on one of the waterways in Bra-
zoria County. Bring your own 
boat, or borrow one of ours. 
Location to be announced later. 
We will need a completed lia-
bility release form for 2021. For 
information and registration call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-

1152, or email him at mikem@
brazoria-county.com.

Thursday, June 17, 2021, 8 
a.m. to noon: Volunteer Trail 
Workday. We are excitedly 
adding miles of new multipur-
pose trails to our parks, and 
you’re invited to come along for 
the ride! Join the department’s 
trail coordinator on the third 
Thursday of each month to build 
and maintain trails in the parks. 
Activities include clearing brush, 
leveling the surface and painting 
and planting signs. Make sure to 
wear sturdy work clothes. For this 
workday, we will be clearing brush 
at Hanson Riverside County Park. 
For more information, and to sign 
up, contact Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979) 864-1152.

Monday, June 21 through 
Thursday, June 24, 9 a.m. to noon 
each day: Nature Camp at 
Quintana Beach County 
Park. Campers will learn about 
fish, turtles and marine mammals, 
while having fun and exploring 
the animals’ habitat. Nature Camp 
registration is $30 per child, and is 
open to registrants 7 to 12 years 
of age. You can find the registra-
tion packet on the event’s page 
here. Space is limited, so be sure 

to register soon. For registra-
tion and information, call Mike 
Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152, 
or email him at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com.

Saturday, June 26, 2021, 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.: Beach 
Cleanup Contest. The 
Brazoria County Parks Depart-
ment, alongside Millennium 
Motor Sales, Inc. and the 
Save Our Beach Association 
(S.O.B.A.), would like to reward 
you for helping to clean up the 
beach. Drop by Follett’s Island 
Public Beach Access Road #5 
and come visit us at the Brazo-
ria County Parks booth between 
9 a.m. and 2 p.m.  One full bag 
of trash picked up off the beach 
(no household trash) gets one 
raffle ticket, and we will supply 
both the trash bags and the 
gloves. You may enter as many 
times as you wish. The raffle 
drawing will be at 2 p.m., and 
three lucky people will win $100 
each for their efforts. Need not 
be present to win. Remember, 
it is illegal to be in the dunes. 
For more information, contact 
the Brazoria County Parks 
Special Events Coordinator at 
(979) 864-1152, or email him at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.Radford sent off to retirement in style

Park maintenance ranger fore-
man Jesse Radford retired following 
more than eight years of service 
to Brazoria County Parks. Many of 
Jesse’s family, friends and col-
leagues helped celebrate with a fish 
fry and cake at Camp Mohawk Park 

.Among the gifts that folks gave to 
Jesse at his send-off party, Jesse is 
pictured here holding a new Shima-
no-Shakespeare fishing rod and reel 
combo and a landing net given to 
him by coworkers in anticipation of 
many outdoor adventures to come.

Retirement party for Jesse with his family, friends and colleagues. 

If you see a sea turtle along the Gulf...
As we enter the thick of sea turtle 

nesting season along the Texas Gulf 
Coast, including Brazoria County 
beaches, it’s critical to keep close 
the information you need to report 
any nest or turtle findings. 

Each year, dozens of turtle nests 
are sighted on Brazoria County 
shores as mother sea turtles come 
ashore to lay their eggs. 

One sea turtle can lay up to 
100 eggs, which incubate in the 
warm sand for about 60 days. The 
temperature of the sand determines 

the genders of baby sea turtles with 
cooler sand producing more males 
and warmer sand producing more 
females. 

Once a nest is detected, eggs 
are harvested by Fish and Wildlife 
professionals and taken to a hatch-
ery facility, where they are kept until 
the eggs hatch, and the babies are 
released into the Gulf.

It’s important for beachgoers to 
keep their eyes peeled for nests 
and to report any findings to 1-866-
TURTLE5.

A Kemp’s Ridley sea turtle leaves her nest and returns to the ocean.
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By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Hank Williams, Jr. sang about 
his country music family being a 
real close family and disowning him 
because he changed directions. So 
did mine, but for reasons different 
than ole’ Hank.  

My father was a hard-drink-
ing man, and I cut my teeth on a 
barstool. I had a few “normal” years 
on my grandfather’s sharecropper 
farm, but from 
nine-years up, it 
was Hank Williams 
and Hank Snow, 
Kitty Wells, and Lefty Frizzell, with 
his rendition of “Hello Mellow Jax, 
little darling!”  

It was from this scene that the 
Lord went and broke my family tra-
dition, and my country music family 
disowned a few others, and me.

Country music speaks a language 
other genre don’t understand. It’s a 
down-home message, closely tied to 
the land and unique to the heartland 
of the North American continent. 

Country music has the potential 
to change hearts, lives, and the very 
direction your life is headed.  

I’ve often wondered what good 
can come from a song that talks 

about the mess you’ve gotten your-
self into but doesn’t offer an escape 
route.  

A mess would have aptly 
described where I was when the 
Lord broke into my family tradition.  
Out of that same redeeming love, 
I wanted my children to have more 
than I had growing up. Not more 
toys, clothes, or a house without 
holes in the walls and indoor plumb-
ing, but something so much better.  

I never wanted 
them to know what 
it’s like to live in 
constant fear for 

today and dread of tomorrow.  
I wanted them to lie their heads 

down in peaceful slumber knowing 
their Creator was singing lullabies 
over them as they slept.  

We can accumulate wealth and 
property to leave our children, and 
there’s certainly nothing wrong with 
that. But how much better to leave 
them something far more valuable.  

Both my children have thanked 
me over and over for breaking my 
old family tradition and giving them 
a chance at a different life. Now, 
we’re all proud and sing all night 
long because it’s our new Family 
Tradition.

Like Hank, my friends got down 
on me and wanted to know why I 
don’t drink or roll smoke, and why I 
live out the songs I haven’t written.  
They made their predictions that I’d 
done gone and got religion, but that 
it wouldn’t last long before it would 
be gone.  

But I smiled and sang all night 
long and told them, “I’m carrying 
on my new family tradition!” Hank’s 
proud of his daddy’s name, and he 
should be. Hank Sr.’s music came 
from a deep understanding of the 
sorrows and joys of the average 
working man.  

I’m also proud of my new Daddy’s 
name, but Hank and I differ here 
because my Daddy’s and my 
music are exactly the same. He’s 
my Daddy because he adopted 
me and said to call Him “Abba, 
Father” which literally means Daddy 
God. Isn’t that downright amazing! 
Romans 8:15: “For you did not 
receive the spirit of bondage again 
to fear, but you received the Spirit 
of adoption by whom we cry out, 
‘Abba, Father.’”

This recipe was given to me by 
my cousin, Beth Miley, over 30 
years ago. I’ve made it and shared 
the recipe more times than I can 

Hank Williams Jr. and my new family tradition

CHASING THE CREATOR

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Kings, paupers meet at God’s Altar
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I know people who in their 
own troubles can still be a source 
of joy to others. Now in the middle 
years of my life, I am beginning to 
see things differently, and I long 
to be like these people who have 
something I do not have. What is 
the secret? -- J.S.

A: People who look not on their 
own sorrow but to others have 
learned comfort from the Bible 
verse that says, “Be still, and know 
that I am God” (Psalm 46:10). 
There is depth of strength when a 
person can draw from God’s vast 
supply, knowing the promises of 
Scripture and remembering that 
Jesus suffered the greatest sorrow 
as He remembered us. In His 
death and resurrection, God made 
a way for mankind to know Him 
and draw strength and comfort 
from Christ.

God is always with His people 
through thick and through thin. He 
is with us when we are well, and 
God is with us when we are sick. 
He is with us in pleasure and in 
pain. 

He is with us now and will be 
with us to the end. Some of our 
troubles are but for a short time, 
while others are for a longer time. 
It is important to keep our eyes on 
Christ, and it is equally important 

that we thank God in the good 
times of blessings and in the times 
of distress. His strength will uphold 
those who trust in Him.

For those who do not know 
Jesus Christ as Savior, they are 
missing the most important thing 
in life -- God’s promise that He is 
near. The Bible says to “draw near 
to God and He will draw near to 
you” (James 4:8). For those who 
humble themselves before God 
and declare, “Have mercy upon me 
and forgive me of my own sin and 
help me obey you as Lord,” He will 
bring salvation to your soul and 
comfort to your heart.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

For the past year and a half the world has teetered on the edge of panic over the 
Covid-19 virus.  People were first told to quaranteen at home with their families, and then 
slowly the world opened up again. 

Now that restrictions are evaporating and the world is moving back to normal, what do 
you plan to do about your soul?  Perhaps you gave very little thought, pre-Covid, to your 
eternal welfare, but wouldn’t now be a wonderful time to change all of that?

We have all seen that none of us are guaranteed a long life, and none of us is invincible.  
The knowledge that all of us will someday die and face the Lord in judgement (Hebrews 
9:27), is reason enough to make Bible study and worship part of your new life.  The 
scriptures supply one with all things that pertain to life and godliness (2 Peter1:3).   They 
enable you to be thoroughly equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).  

Please, don’t waste anymore time or opportunity.  Join us this week for a study of scrip-
tures.

What Are Your Plans Now?

count. Our mothers were twin sis-
ters and clearly of Irish descent with 
flaming red hair and faces covered 
in freckles. They didn’t look alike to 
us, but others couldn’t seem to tell 
them apart, which we always found 
so amusing! One thing was for cer-
tain, they were inseparable as two 
peas in a pod!

This pie brings all the best parts 
of being born in the South. It’s easy 
to make and ages well.

Buttermilk Pie
1 Unbaked Pie Crust
3 Eggs, beaten

2 Cups Sugar
½ Cup Butter, softened
2 Tablespoons Flour
½ Cup Buttermilk (Use Borden’s 

Bulgarian for a richer taste)
Combine all ingredients and mix 

well. Pour mixture into the unbaked 
pie shell. Bake at 350° for 40 
minutes or until knife inserted into 
the center comes out clean. Cool 
completely before slicing.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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part of the upcoming week, so don’t 
procrastinate.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): It 
may take more than a dust mop 
to beautify your surroundings and 
make your environment a place of 
peace and contentment. Imagine 
how you want things to look and 
feel during the week to come.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You 
can show the world a friendly face 
in the week ahead. Some people 
aren’t impressed by common cour-
tesies and social niceties, however, 
so don’t take it personally if it feels 
like you’re the target of someone’s 
agenda.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Try to steer straight ahead no 
matter how tempting it is to take 
a detour. You and a partner can 
make a major decision together or 
begin a project and see it through. 
Maintain boundaries with family 
members in the week to come.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Put your energy into making 
your dreams come true in the week 
ahead. The more you read and 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Your drive and ambition are likely 
coming to a peak as the week 
begins. Once you put a project into 
motion, you might not rest until it’s 
complete. You may be tempted to 
get out the debit card and spurge 
on nice things.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Like 
the inflatable clown, you can pop 
back up after a knockdown. There 
could be disappointments and 
misunderstandings in the week to 
come that require you to process 
your feelings in the privacy of your 
own home.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Your closest companions are 
focused on getting ahead, and you 
may have blinders on. However, 
there is a sense of belonging when 
you are in social situations that you 
can capitalize on in the week to 
come.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Share 
your vision with others and bring 
co-workers into your confidence. It 
may be more difficult to attain your 
business ambitions in the second 

learn, the more easily you’ll be able 
to act. Don’t be distracted by petty 
misunderstandings on the home 
front.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Since your ambitions could be 
on the rise, launch your most valu-
able projects while your passion is 
at a peak. You and someone spe-
cial may find yourselves climbing to 
new heights of intimacy in the week 
ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Other people should be willing 
to compromise and cooperate 
if you’re willing to give them a 
chance. Maintain your sense 
of dignity and focus on bring a 
good sport when someone does 
something unexpected in the week 
ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Misunderstandings are likely to 
occur, but if you are careful to apply 
logic rather than anger, you should 
come out on top. You may insist on 
enforcing high ideals that interfere 
with peace and tranquility in the 
upcoming week.

Bulletin horoscope

May 25
585 BC - The first known predic-

tion of a solar eclipse was made 
in Greece.

1935 - Jesse Owens tied the 
world record for the 100-yard 
dash. He ran it in 9.4 seconds. He 
also broke three other world track 
records.

1961 - America was asked by 
U.S. President Kennedy to work 
toward putting a man on the moon 
before the end of the decade.

1977 - “Star Wars Episode IV: A 
New Hope” opened and became 
the largest grossing film to date.

May 26
1896 - The Dow Jones Indus-

trial Average appeared for the first 
time in the “Wall Street Journal.”

1938 - The House Committee 
on Un-American Activities began 
its work of searching for subver-
sives in the United States.

1961 - A U.S. Air Force bomber 
flew across the Atlantic in a record 
time of just over three hours.

May 27
1907 - The Bubonic Plague 

broke out in San Francisco.

1919 - A U.S. Navy seaplane 
completed the first transatlantic 
flight.

1937 - In California, the Golden 
Gate Bridge was opened to 
pedestrian traffic. The bridge con-
nected San Francisco and Marin 
County.

1969 - Construction of Walt 
Disney World began in Florida.

May 28
585 BC - A solar eclipse 

occurred that had been predicted 
by Thales Miletus.

1929 - Warner Brothers debuted 
“On With The Show” in New 
York City. It was the first all-color 
talking picture.

1953 - The Walt Disney film 
“Melody” premiered in the Para-
mount Theatre in Hollywood. The 
picture was the first 3-D cartoon.

May 29
1910 - An airplane raced a train 

from Albany, NY, to New York City. 
The airplane pilot Glenn Curtiss 
won the $10,000 prize.

1978 - In the U.S., postage 
stamps were raised from 13 cents 

to 15 cents.
1990 - Boris Yeltsin was elected 

president of the Russian republic 
by the Russian parliament.

May 30
1783 - The first daily newspaper 

was published in the U.S. by Ben-
jamin Towner called “The Pennsyl-
vania Evening Post”.

1883 - Twelve people were 
trampled to death in New York 
City in a stampede when a rumor 
that the Brooklyn Bridge was in 
danger of collapsing occurred.

May 31
1884 - Dr. John Harvey Kellogg 

patented “flaked cereal.”
1907 - The first taxis arrived in 

New York City. They were the first 
in the United States.

1941 - The first issue of 
“Parade: The Weekly Picture 
Newspaper” went on sale.

1943 - “Archie” was aired on the 
Mutual Broadcasting System for 
the first time.

1947 - Communists seized con-
trol of Hungary.

1961 - South Africa became an 
independent republic.

History of the World On This Day

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals on wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Take-out meals - call in 
by 10:30 a.m. for pick up at 11 a.m. 
Transportation to the senior citizens’ 
center available.

Wednesday, May 26: Southern-fried 
chicken, creamed potatoes, gravy, 
green beans, carrot & raisin salad, 
biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, May 27: Meatloaf, rice & 
gravy, peas, carrots, peaches & cottage 
cheese, garlic toast, dessert

Friday, May 28: Hamburger, corn 
on the cob, beans & wienies, lettuce & 
tomatoes, potato salad, hamburger bun, 
dessert. 

Closed Monday, May 31, for Memo-
rial Day.

Tuesday, June 1: Salisbury steak, 
corn, cheese broccoli, peaches & cot-
tage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.

Tribune Media Services

Tribune Media Services
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COPING WITH COVID-19

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
Jumbles: KAYAK  CABLE  CEMENT  GROGGY
Answers:The railroad hired a new CEO to help get its business -- BACK ON TRACK
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Like some questionable charac-

ters
6 Buffalo team
11 Pro with a gurney, briefly
14 Grade of tea leaves
15 Parting mot
16 Menagerie
17 Mythical hunter’s shots of liquor?
19 With 22-Across, Lady Gaga, 

Madonna et al.

20 Work the bar
21 Remove from power
22 See 19-Across
24 Law school accrediting org.
26 Numbered ballpark souvenir
27 First mortal woman’s moving 

supply?
33 Amherst sch.
34 “That was close!”
35 He or I
38 Plywood wood

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
ROSE  IRIS  LILY  DAISY  TULIP  ORCHID  VIOLET

39 Chicken soup, some say
42 “Selma” director DuVernay
43 Plant with fronds
45 Tablet
46 Capp chap
48 Greek hero’s stilettos?
51 Paper or plastic, say
53 Letters for William or Catherine
54 Mill fodder
55 Shop clamp
58 Free speech org.
62 N.L. West, for one
63 Early man’s computers?
66 Genesis name
67 Lazybones
68 Lyric poem
69 Where Schumer is a sen.
70 Stalks in a marsh
71 Royal-ly made?

Down
1 Shout target
2 “Take it”
3 Similar (to)
4 Whatsits
5 Currency with the ISO code JPY
6 Hindu title of respect
7 Mid-month day
8 Light air
9 Chair umpire’s call
10 Harry, Duke of __
11 Toll plaza choice in many states
12 Mandy of “This Is Us”
13 __-turvy
18 Rise dramatically
23 Willow, but not Buffy
25 Bartlett alternative
26 Bit of slack facial flesh
27 __ pastry
28 Parisian gal pal
29 Stories
30 Time for fooling
31 Narrow racing boat
32 Memphis music festival street
36 Robbie’s daredevil father
37 Where Mark Watney grew pota-

toes in a 2015 film
40 __ the air
41 Comic actor Bert
44 Mark Harmon TV drama
47 Advice from Bobby McFerrin
49 Bloviator’s output
50 Kind of butter used in skin care
51 Poet Nash
52 In on, with “to”
55 Lowland
56 Wrote online, briefly
57 Old pol. divisions
59 Sound made by hitting coconut 

halves together
60 News article intro
61 Employed
64 Ike’s monogram
65 Adopt-a-thon adoptee
(c)Tribune Content Agency
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