
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

My grandfather was a share-
cropper, and we lived in the house 
provided by the owner of the farm. 
To say the house was modest 
would offer it more grace than it 
deserved.

We stopped to look at the house 
50 years after I had lived there. 

One side 
had fallen 
in, and 
cows were 
standing in 
what had 
been the 
bedroom 
my sister 
and I 
shared. 

I was lost in memories when I 
looked up at my husband.

The look of compassion on his 
face was tangible. He choked out, 
“Honey, I’m so sorry for its condi-
tion.” I responded that it actually 
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

I was browsing through Facebook 
while on break and just stopped 
in my tracks - there was an ad for 
Radio Shack.

I thought RS went out of business 
and left geeks like me high and dry, 
forcing us to shop on eBay and 
Amazon. Apparently the company, 
formed in 1921, has died many 
deaths - and survived. 

I did some research on the 
Internet machine on the company, 
but not before clicking on the link 
and being transported to the virtual 

RS store, where an old-fashioned 
looking super-duper AM/FM/short-
wave/cassette/Bluetooth/flash drive 
combination radio had my name 
written all over it.

Just to make sure I was lured in, 
they flashed a 15% off sign across 
my monitor if I acted in the next few 
minutes.

You’ve come a long way from 
the annual catalogs, RS. I found 
them online and enjoyed browsing 
through them, starting with 1939. It 
took a while.

They must have known that I’m a 
sucker for radios, especially with old 
and new gadget features combined, 
and that I cannot resist a deal when 
it comes to electronics. I could if I 
had to, but I have never tried. I’m 
sure I could, though.

I ordered it with just minutes to 
spare. Then they threw at me a 
fancy digital thermometer, very sim-
ilar to the ones used in my dentist’s 
office. Another deal - half price. We 
have one, but it’s broken. They must 
know that we need a new one, so I 
got that also.

Ramblings

We called him ‘Paw’
My memories of growing up in 
a small sharecropper shack

didn’t look that much different 
from when we called it home.

It is strange, the things you 
remember most from your child-
hood. Mine are not about being 
dirt poor, outhouses or using 
Sears catalog pages and dried 
corn cobs for toilet tissue. 

My memories are of front 
porches and catching a certain 
smell in the breeze. The smell 
of sawdust will immediately trans-
port me back to when I was five 
years old, and life was wonderful!

My grandfather allowed us to 
live with him on the sharecropper 
farm, and we called him Paw.

He smelled of sawdust and 
would not be considered intelli-
gent by today’s standards since 
he couldn’t read or write.

But he knew when to plant, 
when to harvest and how to build 
houses without plans or electric 
tools. During World War II, Dow 
Chemical in Freeport sent out 

Shirley’s ‘Paw’

Shown is the sharecropper shack in which Shirley Prihoda grew up.
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Varner-Hogg Plantation needs your  
help to piece together area’s history
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

African-Americans in Brazoria 
County have a unique opportunity to 
help tell their history.

As a result of a grant from the 400 
Years of African American History 
Commission in Washington, D.C., 
the Varner-Hogg Plantation State 
Historic Site is creating a digital 
repository documenting the expe-
riences of the enslaved and their 
descendants in our county. 

“We know so little about how 

enslaved people and their descen-
dants fared during Reconstruc-
tion and afterwards,” says Mark 
Osborne, lead educator at the 
Varner-Hogg plantation in West 
Columbia.  

Osborne is overseeing the project 
along with William Polley, another 
site educator.

The year-long project is called 
The Brazoria County 1619 Descen-
dants Project. It’s part of Var-
ner-Hogg’s effort to foster better 

How Grandpa Ruffo lit up the house
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

Grandpa Ruffo built his house 
outside Tennessee Colony, Texas, in 
the late 1880s. The original lighting 
for the house was kerosene lamps. 

The walls all 
around the 
house held 
sconces 
for these 
“hurricane 
lamps.” The 
kitchen, 
dining 
and living 
rooms also 
had lamps 

hanging from the ceilings. 
They hung from a pulley system 

so they could be raised and 
lowered. The lamps had to be 
raised out of the way of foot traffic 
and to spread more light. They 
were lowered to light, refilled with 

fuel, cleaned and have the wicks 
trimmed and were very decorative. 
The sconces had polished round 
slightly concave metal reflectors so 
that they would distribute more light 
and reflect heat away from the wall 
they were mounted to.

Kerosene back then was different 
from what’s on the market today. 
Demand for gasoline was very low 
because there were no automobiles 
and very few internal combustion 
engines in use. The refineries that 
produced kerosene made a much 
purer high-grade fuel with a lower 
flash point (ignition temperature). 
Basically, it was high-grade jet fuel.

Old western movies show some-
body breaking a kerosene lamp 
and burning down half the town 
- that actually happened. My dad 
said that after Ruffo bought his first 
Ford Model T, they’d go to Tennes-
see Colony and buy half a tank of 

Grandpa Ruffo

SEE PAGE 9SEE PAGE 9
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Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

June 1
1812 - Apple trees at New Haven 

CT did not blossom until the first of 
June, the latest such occurrence 
during the period beginning in 1794. 
Snow whitened the ground in Cleve-
land OH and Rochester NY.

1988 - Thunderstorms drenched 
north central Texas with torrential 
rains, with more than 14 inches 
reported in Commanche County.

June 3
1987 - Six days of flooding in 

South Texas culminated with five to 
six inches of rain from Bexar County 
to Bandera County and five to nine 
inches in Gonzalez and Wilson 
Counties. Total crop damage was 
estimated at 500 million dollars.

June 5
1859 - Frost was reported from 

Iowa to New England. The tempera-
ture dipped to 25 degrees in New 
York State, and up to two inches of 
snow blanketed Ohio.

June 6
1816 - The temperature reached 

92 degrees at Salem MA during an 
early heat wave, but then plunged 49 
degrees in 24 hours to commence 
the famous year without a summer.

June 7
1988 - Snow whitened some of 

the mountains of northern Cali-
fornia and northwestern Nevada. 
Twenty-six cities in the central and 
eastern U.S. reported record high 
temperatures for the date, including 
Rapid City, SD, with a reading of 104 
degrees, and Miles City, MT, with a 
high of 106 degrees.

Anthony’s Key & Lockout Service
(979) 977-0020 . (713) 501-5625

Auto Home, Business lockout Service
Lock Hardware Installed

Locks Rekeyed to Different Key
Car Keys Made, Copied

Also, Jumpstart, Fuel Delivery, Tire Change

Based in Demi-John
Oyster Creek
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four boys, five boys, six boys and 
more without any girls. Or vice 
versa. Do boys or girls just run in 
certain families, stacking the off-
spring deck?

A. The odds on having a string 
of boys (or girls) is the same as 
tossing a coin and getting a string of 
heads (or tails), says Yale biologist 
Robert Wyman: 1/2 of all couples 
with 2 kids will have 2B or 2G; 1/4 
of couples with 3 kids will have 3B 
or 3G; 1/16 with 5 kids will have 5B 
or 5G.  Just by chance. “So if you 
know .//////16 families with 5 kids, 
talk to them. Odds are, one will 
have 5 of a kind.”

Real life is a little more compli-
cated in that more boys are born 
than girls (106-100), says Wyman. 
One statistician who studied the 
issue, as reported by psychologist 
David G. Myers in “Intuition: Its 
Powers and Perils,” was prompted 
by a sister who said, “Jackson men 
produce boys” (not his real name). 
Indeed, eight Jackson men had 
produced 21 boys and three girls.

So he analyzed 6,089 randomly 
sampled families and found no clear 
evidence of sex bias. For example, 
among 132 four-child families that 
started off with three children of the 
same sex, 69 had a fourth child of 
the same sex, 63 of the other, i.e., 
no significant stacking. 

And says Myers, “Since Jack-
son’s sister made her remark, the 
Jackson men have had five more 
children, four of whom are girls.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Spoonerisms
Q. “You hissed my mystery 

lecture,” the professor once rebuked 
a student, adding disgustedly, “You 
have tasted two worms.” Both lines 
eventually became classics. What 
was going on here, and who was 
the speaker?

A. These are “Spoonerisms,” 
letter or sound transpositions by the 
Reverend W.A. Spooner, Anglican 
priest and scholar of the early 20th 
century. When Spooner grew agi-
tated by someone “missing a history 
lecture” and “wasting two terms,” he 
inadvertently fired off the two clas-
sics. Presiding at a wedding with a 
reluctant bridegroom: “Son, it is now 
kisstomary to cuss the bride.”

These are not believed to be 
Freudian but to originate in the 
deeper processes of language 
itself, says Harvard’s Steven Pinker, 
author of “The Language Instinct.” 
Most slips are simply boring, the 
brain planning out a sentence 
and setting up a framework for 
the sounds -- a series of slots for 
the nouns and verbs and vowels 
and consonants -- which then get 
inserted wrong.  

Occasionally when two sounds 
end up in each other’s slots, the 
result is a surprising “tip of the 

slung,” or Spoonerism.
Lovers everywhere

Q. Worldwide, where are the 
romantic lovers?

A. Everywhere! answer Elaine 
Hatfield and Richard Rapson in 
“Love & Sex: Cross-Cultural Per-
spectives.” The old stereotype that 
amour flowers only in individualist 
cultures ignores reality. Survey 
samplings:  When ethnic-Ameri-
can college students were asked 
if they’d ever been in love, 95% of 
Anglo Americans said yes, as did 
86% of Mexican Americans, 72% 
of Chinese Americans. And Elaine 
Hatfield’s University of Hawaii 
students -- their grandparents, par-
ents, and they themselves coming 
from China, Europe, or the Pacific 
Islands, including the Philippines, 
Hawaii, Samoa, Guam, Tonga, Tahiti 
and Fiji -- all seemed vulnerable to 
that not-so-Western “many-splen-
dored thing. If anything, it was the 
Pacific Islanders who were the real 
romantics.” When asked “Are you 
in love now?”, 61% of Russian men 
and 73% of Russian women said 
“Yes,” as did 53%-63% of Ameri-
cans, 41%-63% of Japanese....

In cultures East or West, rich or 
poor, industrial or non-, the love 
beat goes on!

Boy or girl?
Q. You hear of couples having 

Angleton Manor

*See office for details

www.angletonmanorapts.com

.SPACIOUS ONE/TWO BR. FLOORPLANS

.ALL ELECTRIC KITCHENS

.WASHER/DRYER CONNECTIONS

.WOOD-STYLE FLOORING

.SPARKLING SWIMMING POOL

110 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115
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uted each Tuesday by J&S 
Communications, Inc.. E-mail 
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john.bulletin@gmail.com. For 
advertising information, call 
(979) 849-5407. Advertising 

and news release deadline is 
5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

STANDING AT THE GATE-
WAY OF LOVE: A couple invited 
friends and family to their wedding 
at a luxury estate in Southwest 
Ranches, Fla., that they did not 
own and did not have permission to 
use. The property, which features 
a 16,300-square-foot mansion, 
swimming pool with a waterfall and 
a gazebo, had been listed for sale, 
and the “groom” had toured the 
place several months earlier, posing 
as a buyer. Since the estate had not 
been sold, he assumed that it was 
vacant and was shocked to find that 
the owner still lived there when he 
and his girlfriend showed up at the 
front gate. The cops made them 
leave. 

ZOOM IN ON THAT GUN: 
In an effort to get out of attending 
Zoom classes at his high school, an 
11th-grader staged a fake kidnap-
ping by having his friend suddenly 
appear on camera during class 
wearing a ski mask, brandishing an 
airsoft gun and pretending to abduct 
him. Police involvement resulted. 

NO PROBLEM SOLVING 
THIS ONE: The night after getting 

into an argument with his neighbors, 
a man snuck onto the driveway of 
their home in Maricopa, Ariz., and 
slashed their tires, but he acci-
dentally cut off his finger, which he 
left behind in his haste to flee the 
scene. Another neighbor heard a 
blood-curdling scream at about 
10:30 p.m. A trail of blood led to the 
perpetrator’s house, but he wasn’t 
there when the police showed up. 

WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO 
FINDERS-KEEPERS?: A clerical 
error caused the Charles Schwab 
financial services corporation to 
deposit more than $1.2 million into 
a woman’s brokerage account when 
it meant to transfer only about $82. 
But when she was informed of the 
mistake, she refused to give it back, 
and instead immediately moved the 
cash to another account and used 
some of it to buy a new car and a 
house. She was not allowed to get 
away with it. 

NACHO CHEESE, PLEASE: 
A man stole a Doritos delivery truck 
from a gas station in Oklahoma 
City, when the driver left it idling as 
he went inside, and led police on 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

a slow-speed chase through three 
counties, during which he smashed 
into several law enforcement vehi-
cles, swerved around spike strips 
and turned in a different direction to 
avoid a roadblock. It ended when 
an officer shot out the front driver’s 
side tire. 

I’D RATHER BE SEEN AS 

A VICTIM THAN BE KNOWN 
AS A NITWIT: Police launched 
a massive search for a gunman 
after a report that a man had been 
shot in Coral Springs, Fla. Officers 
later discovered that the victim had 
actually accidentally shot himself in 
the leg and lied about it because he 
was embarrassed. 

Angleton Manor
NOW HIRING
Make Ready

Lead Maintenance
with Multi-family experience

must be EPA certified
Both must be able to work flexible hours, 

including being on call during 
weekends and holidays
www.angletonmanorapts.com

110 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115
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Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

Join Brazoria Lions July 10 at Celebrate America event
The Brazoria Lions Club 

announces that the annual Cele-
brate America event will continue 
this year. 

It will be held Saturday, July 10, 
on the grounds at 112 Gaines St. 
and Hwy. 36, Brazoria. 

The event this year starts at 5 
p.m. and will consist of inflatables 
for children, vendors, food booths 
and what they hope to be Brazoria 
County’s largest fireworks show.  
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the bands, had to be eliminated this 
year. 

Over the years, Celebrate Amer-
ica and the large fireworks display 
has become Brazoria’s well-re-
ceived calling card drawing people 
from miles around. 

The community needs something 
to lift its spirits. Help celebrate our 
country’s independence. Celebrate 

America continues to be offered to 
the public for no charge.

Come early, bring your lawn chair, 
snacks, your face mask (if you feel 
safer that way), and pick your per-
fect spot to view the fireworks show. 

It promises not to disappoint. 
Parking for Celebrate America will 
be along Hwy. 36, in local busi-
nesses parking lots closed for the 
evening, and there’s limited parking 
at Barrow Elementary’ s parking lot.

The Brazoria Lions Club has 
been working with sponsors to help 
defray the cost so that the event can 
continue with the success it has had 
in past years, but the pandemic has 
reduced their patronage.  

If you would like to help under-
write this endeavor – the bigger the 
donations, the bigger and better the 
fireworks will be - you can donate 
any amount you choose. 

The donations go directly to the 
celebration. Donations may be sent 
c/o The Brazoria Lions Club, P.O. 
Box 1145, Brazoria, Texas 77422.  

For additional information or to 
help sponsor the event, contact: 
Lion Greg Pope (936) 671-3905, 
Lion Ken Corley (979)235-9516, 
Lion Doc Schwebel (979) 236-0241, 
or Lion Gary Kersh (979) 236-0499.

WANT TO BUY
Travel Trailer
Even if repairs 

needed
Must have title
(346) 244-8907
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If you like reading The 
Bulletin each week, pick up 
an extra copy for a friend. 
Please let our advertisers 

know that you saw their ad 
in THE BULLETIN.

The Bulletin is good for your business.
Call (979) 849-5407.
Shop Locally First

RADIO (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 
#1

101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515

(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

RS and I go way back. I built a 
crystal-powered AM radio with one 
of their kits when I was 13 or so. 
It could actually tune in one radio 
station. I had to use an earpiece, 
and there was no volume control, 
but it worked. I actually heard the 
program when there was complete 
silence in the room.

When I was in a high school 
vocational program, RS was my 
one-stop store for soldering guns 
and solder, wires, speakers, 
transistors, resistors, capacitors 
and all other stuff that I have since 
forgotten and have no idea what 
they were used for, or how.

The next year I switched to the 
technical, pre-engineering program 
and went back to RS to buy one of 
their very expensive calculators.

The high price wasn’t their fault. 
Calculators were expensive every-
where back then. Texas Instruments 
had a decent one for $100 with all 
the basic functions and sine, cosine, 
tangent and percentage. 

It was backwards compared to 
today’s technology, but far better 
than the slide rule. Google that on 
the Internet to find out why. The 
slide rule and I were not the best 
of friends, and our parting was 
welcomed, even if it costs $100 
(plus tax).

I then decided to switch my major 
to communications and stopped 

frequenting RS all that often. I still 
visited the nearby store now and 
then to see what was new. It was a 
geek’s candy store. 

As mentioned, browsing through 
the catalogs took a while. If you 
are even an amateur geek, you’ll 
enjoy the early phonographs and 
recording gadgets. Just flip over the 
technical offerings, which tend to be 
boring.

I looked up the 1955 catalog, the 
year I was born.

On the next to last page, they fea-
tured the Garrard Automatic RC-90 
turntable for $68.11. That’s just for 
the turntable. You still needed an 
amplifier, speakers and a box to put 
it in. Granted, Garrard was always a 
good brand.

Remember, those were 1955 
dollars. The average annual pay in 
1955 was $3,300.

Back in those days, everything 
they offered was made in the USA. 
I’m sure that my super-duper radio I 
just ordered was made in China, like 
almost everything else. But that’s 
how it is today. There are practically 
no electronics manufactured domes-
tically anymore, not even Zenith. It’s 
a division of LG now.

RS is owned by Retail e-Com-
merce Ventures. REV was founded 
by Alex Mehr and Tai Lopez in 2019 
to renew businesses that have 
struggled in the age of ecommerce.

Maybe that’s  exactly what RS 
needed. I’m rooting for them. Now 
let me go to their website and see 
what’s new. 

JOHN DEERE 
TRACTOR FOR SALE

Tractor Model 4100 (1998)
Four Wheel Drive, Diesel 

engine (644 hrs.)
Includes: 4-ft. Finish 

Mower, Frontend loader,
Disc, and Plow

Call Gordon for details: 
979-922-1720
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COLOR

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

PAW (From Page 1)
petitions for carpenters to come 
build small duplex houses for the 
plant’s workers. He responded with 
his pencil and hammer, and some of 
the homes are still standing today, 
over 70 years later.

Paw always wore overalls, and 
he carried a square carpenter’s 
pencil in the bib, even if he was 
just going to the fields. When he 
needed to sign his name, he would 
wet the tip of the pencil with his 
tongue and very slowly make an X 
on the signature line. He did this 
with such a sense of pride that only 
now with many years under my belt 
am I beginning to understand and 
appreciate.

Our farmhouse had a front porch, 
and it was full of old straight chairs 
and rockers to “sit a spell come th’ 
evenin” and wave if a car happened 
to pass by. Some chairs were 
covered in an animal hide of some 
sort. Others were made of strips of 
inner tubes from old tires, latticed 
like a pie crust, and these were my 
favorite.

There were always plenty of 

chairs to sit in, but to be lucky 
enough to get one of the rocking 
chairs, oh, my! What a loss for the 
children of today to have never 
known the magic of rocking on the 
front porch at evenin’ time.

Most of my treasured memories 
of that time centered around that 
front porch, whether it was shelling 
peas, eating roasted peanuts we 
had harvested that day, or watching 
for lighten’ bugs. It was on the front 
porch with the lighten’ bugs dancing 
and the smell of daffodils and wild 
onions gently blowing in the wind 
where stories were told.

Paw may have been consid-
ered an unintelligent man by the 
world’s measuring stick, but he was 
an amazing storyteller. I’ve often 
wondered if the stories were passed 
down to him, or if he made them 
up as he went along. The thing I do 
know is his voice rang with deep 
authority for a quiet man, and I was 
taken captive and believed every-
thing he happened to be telling, 
which most often was about ghosts 
and cemeteries!

For years, I kept my “sharecrop-
per” heritage a secret because I 

thought it somehow diminished me 
as a person. Now with some age 
and sawdust under my own belt, 
I’ve come to realize the value of 
growing up as “not good enough 
for prime time” helps me evaluate 
what’s really important in life.

When you grow your own food, it 
never occurs to you to dislike what’s 
on the table. You sat down, drank 
sweet tea from jelly glasses and 
ate whatever was before you. I was 
glad when it was fried potatoes that 
stuck to the bottom of the pan!

Stick-to-the-Bottom Fried 
Potatoes

If you haven’t eaten “Stick-to-the-
Bottom Fried Potatoes” you’re in for 
a real treat. In some ways, they’re 
similar to German fried potatoes, 
but with the added kick of browned 
crusty parts that stuck to the bottom 
of the pan, scraped, and repeated 
several times to create some “good 
eatin”, as my mama would say.

For a true country spread, you’ll 
need two large hunks of buttered 
cornbread, one to eat with the pota-
toes and the other to crumble into a 
cold glass of milk. Did you just give 
me “The Look?” That won’t work if 
you haven’t tried it!

You’ll need:
Large cast-iron skillet with a lid
½  Cup Crisco shortening (Lard 

would be better, but we won’t go 
there!)

6  Russet potatoes
Salt and Black Pepper
Peel, wash, and cut the potatoes 

into one-inch cubes over medium 
heat. If we were still on the farm, 
that would be two 12” logs stacked 
just under the burner in the old cast- 
iron wood stove.

Melt the shortening in the skillet 
until it begins to sizzle and pour in 
the potatoes and sprinkle a little 
salt and pepper on the top. Cover 
with the lid. This dish needs a lot 
of attention at first to make sure 
the bottom of the potatoes are not 
browning too quickly. When the 
potatoes begin to stick to the pan, 
scrape the bottom of the pan with 
the spatula and turn them over.

Keep a glass of water handy and 
occasionally add about a tablespoon 

to the skillet to help create steam. 
Continue scraping and turning ever’ 
so often. 

Total cooking time is about 30 
minutes.

Season again with salt & pepper. 

Enjoy and come sit a spell on the 
front porch!

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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Let us show you how a 
comprehensive cross-media 

advertising package can 
help your business. Call 

(979) 849-5407

HISTORY (From Page 1)

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

A Christian should speak the truth
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve been told that to live in 
peace mankind should not fight 
with one another. Is this rea-
sonable, and why do Christians 
think it is okay to challenge 
others’ beliefs? -- F.S.

A: There is an expression that 
says, “Don’t fight it - it’s bigger 
than both of us.” But the truth is 
mankind has a fighting spirit. From 
the beginning, man has fought 
man; and more troubling, man has 
fought against God and His truth.

The Bible says that the world 
is embroiled in the great battle 
between right and wrong. “Woe 
to those who call evil good, and 
good evil; who put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness” (Isaiah 
5:20). A Christian’s responsibility 
is to speak truth in the midst of an 
unbelieving world.

Some may do this in the wrong 
spirit, but God’s truth remains and 
God Himself will fight our battles. 
But this does not mean that Chris-
tians are to be silent when society 
assaults the Word of God. 

We must take a stand in light of 
God’s truth that has stood the test 
of time, and it cannot be canceled 
out by any man, religion, or belief 
system.

“We do not wrestle against flesh 
and blood, but against principali-
ties, against powers, against the 

rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wick-
edness in the heavenly places” 
(Ephesians 6:12). The battles on 
earth are far less than what is 
taking place in the heavenly realm 
known to God. But on earth He 
empowers His people to be strong 
and to put on the armor of God, 
which is the Spirit of God that 
empowers us to overcome sin’s 
power.

The U.S. military fights to protect 
the nation’s freedoms, and God’s 
people ought to proclaim His truth 
because it is the only hope that 
mankind has to live in freedom for 
eternity.

connections with the descendant 
communities in our area. 

The year 1619 marks when the 
first slaves were brought to an 
English colony, arriving at Point 
Comfort in Virginia aboard an 
English privateer ship. 

The project’s goal is to collect at 
least 1,619 items that will eventually, 
with community input, be used in 
educational programs and exhibits 
at Varner-Hogg and other Texas 
Historical Commission sites. 

And that’s why the project is 
asking for help from the descen-
dant community. The project needs 
your photographs, diaries, recipes, 
school memorabilia, letters, busi-
ness correspondence and any other 
artifacts that may shed light on the 
African American experience in our 
county.  

Because the artifacts will create 

a digital repository, Varner-Hogg 
scheduled four “Scanning Days” for 
people to bring documents to the 
plantation. The plantation is named 
after Martin Varner, its first owner 
and a member of the Old Three 
Hundred, and Jim Hogg, its last 
owner and former Texas governor. 

The first two “Scanning Days” met 
with only limited success.  

Osborne thinks some families 
with potentially relevant docu-
ments are afraid the items won’t be 
returned to them.  

Osborne stressed that all items 
will be returned after they are 
scanned … unless the owner wants 
to donate the items. 

Osborne is hoping for better 
results on the final two days of scan-
ning. Those have been scheduled 
for Saturday, June 12, and Satur-
day, June 26.  Volunteers will be 
available from 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. on 
both days to help scan the material 

and complete paperwork. 
Project leaders want as much 

material as the volunteers can 
handle, even if it is something that a 
person may not think belongs in the 
collection. 

To provide a safe event, “Scan-
ning Day” appointments are appre-
ciated but not required. Masks are 
strongly encouraged.

Appointments can be made 
online at the Texas Historical Com-
mission website or by calling (979) 
345-4656, extension 22. 

A highlight of the project so far 
has been a thick binder of funeral 
programs offered by Dorothy Fisher, 
a Brazoria County native.  

The programs provide a treasure 
trove of vital statistics along with 
information on careers, schooling, 

family relationships and friendships.
Fisher graduated from an inter-

mediate school named after Charlie 
Brown, an African American who 
settled in Brazoria County in about 
1865.

Brown’s life illustrates how 
little we know about the history of 
African Americans in our county. 
Although one of America’s first black 
millionaires and, at one time, our 
county’s biggest landowner, Brown’s 
accomplishments were only recently 

recognized, and much of his life 
remains a mystery.

“White males dominate the 
museum industry,” Polley says.  
“We’re honestly looking for any 
artifacts that are from the African 
American culture because the story 
still hasn’t been told.”

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

FOR San Bernard 
awards $6,000 in 

scholarships
Friends of the River (FOR) San 

Bernard awarded $1,000 scholar-
ships to six outstanding 2021 high 
school graduates. 

Twenty-two applications were 
received this year from 14 schools 
located in the FOR watershed. The 
academic, extracurricular, volunteer 
and environmental stewardship cre-
dentials presented by the students 
were truly outstanding and made 
for a very competitive selection 
process. 

Applicants were required to 
demonstrate a direct connection 
between their career path and the 
betterment of the environment.

More about the student’s accom-
plishments can be found on the 
FOR San Bernard website at www.
sanbernardriver.com/news_details.
php.

The recipients are: Adie Alford 
(Sweeny High School); Aedan 
Meagher (Sweeny High School); 
Cameron Eschenburg (Sealy High 
School); Hannah Hahn (Needville 
High School); Karlie Marek (Brazos 
High School); and Rhys Reichardt 
(Sealy High School).
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COLOR

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All 
menus are subject to change. Meals 
on wheels available - call before 
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals 
available - call before 8 a.m. Trans-
portation to the center available - call 
before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, June 2: Chick-
en-fried steak & gravy, broccoli, 

hominy, watermelon biscuits, dessert.
Thursday, June 3: Italian chicken, 

buttered noodles, zucchini & toma-
toes, turnip greens, tossed salad, 
garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, June 4: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, cooked cabbage, 
lima beans, pears & cottage cheese, 
cornbread, dessert.

Monday, June 7: Spaghetti & 
meat sauce, corn, beets, peaches/
cottage cheese, garlic sticks, des-
sert.

Tuesday, June 8: BIRTHDAY 
Celebration: Baked chicken, dress-
ing/gravy, creamed potatoes,green 
beans, carrot & raisin salad, roll, 
birthday cake.
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GETTING PREPARED • TRANSPORTATION • HAZARDS RETURNING HOME
EVACUATING PETS • EMERGENCY SHELTERS • RETURNING HOME

June 1 - November  30
Hurricane SeasonHurricane Season

is here againis here again

A special section of
The Bulletin
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2020 hurricane season finished as most active on record
The formation of Subtropical 

Storm Theta on November 10 over 
the northeastern Atlantic Ocean 
made the 2020 season the most 
active on record. 

Theta — the 29th named storm 
of the Atlantic season — breaks 
the record for the highest number 
of tropical/subtropical storms in a 

single year. The previous record of 
28 storms was set in 2005. Official 
records date to 1851.

“After the historic Atlantic 
hurricane season of 2005, it’s 
remarkable to have another season 
during my career that would reach 
this extreme level of activity,” said 
Louis W. Uccellini, Ph.D., director of 

NOAA’s National Weather Service. 
“NOAA’s sustained investment in 

computer forecast models, tech-
nology, observing systems and our 
skilled workforce have paid off over 
the last 15 years, with exponentially 
improved hurricane forecasts,” he 
continued.

He said that today, the National 
Weather Service provides the 
advanced lead time decision 
makers need to evacuate vulnerable 
areas and stage resources ahead of 
landfalling storms and the impacts 
of strong winds, storm surge, and 
heavy rainfall. 

“We continue to evolve to meet 
society’s growing needs for more 
weather information and better fore-
casts increasingly used to ensure 
communities are ready, responsive 
and resilient in the face of oncoming 
storms,” he said.

The 2020 season began early 
when Arthur formed on May 16. The 
extremely active season quickly 
went through the pre-determined 
list of 21 names, ending with Wilfred 
on September 18. Then for only 
the second time in history, the 
Greek alphabet was used for the 
remainder of the season, with Alpha 
forming the same day. 

The Atlantic hurricane season 
officially ends on November 30, but 
additional storms could develop 
beyond that date. Forecasters at 
NOAA’s National Hurricane Center 
continuously monitor the tropics for 
storm development and activity. 

Weather Service forecasters at 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center 
issued an outlook in May for an 
above-average hurricane season 
and later upgraded that outlook to 
a rare, extremely-active season in 
August, ahead of the season’s peak 
in the fall.  

What’s considered average increases along with hurricanes
Beginning with this year’s hur-

ricane season outlooks, NOAA’s 
Climate Prediction Center (CPC) will 
use 1991-2020 as the new 30-year 
period of record. 

The updated averages for the 
Atlantic hurricane season have 
increased with 14 named storms 
and 7 hurricanes.

 The average for major hurri-
canes (Category 3, 4 or 5) remains 

unchanged at 3. The previous 
Atlantic storm averages, based on 
the period from 1981 to 2010, were 
12 named storms, 6 hurricanes, and 
3 major hurricanes.

NOAA is updating the set of 
statistics used to determine when 
hurricane seasons are above-, 
near-, or below-average relative to 
the climate record.

 This update process occurs once 

every decade.  
“This update allows our meteo-

rologists to make forecasts for the 
hurricane season with the most 
relevant climate statistics taken into 
consideration,” said Michael Farrar, 
director of NOAA’s National Centers 
for Environmental Prediction. 

“Our work illustrates the value of 
NOAA’s investments in next-gen-
eration technologies to capture the 

data that underpins our outlooks 
and other forecast products. These 
products are essential to providing 
the public and local emergency 
managers with advance information 
to prepare for storms, and achieving 
NOAA’s mission of protecting life 
and property.” 

The increase in the averages may 
be attributed to the overall improve-
ment in observing platforms, includ-
ing NOAA’s fleet of next-generation 
environmental satellites and contin-
ued hurricane reconnaissance. 

It may also be due to the warming 
ocean and atmosphere, which are 
influenced by climate change.

 The update also reflects a very 
busy period over the last 30 years, 
which includes many years of a 
positive Atlantic Multi-decadal Oscil-
lation, which can increase Atlantic 
hurricane activity. 

“These updated averages better 
reflect our collective experience of 
the past 10 years, which included 

some very active hurricane 
seasons,” said Matt Rosencrans, 
seasonal hurricane forecaster at 
NOAA’s Climate Prediction Center.

 “NOAA scientists have evaluated 
the impacts of climate change on 
tropical cyclones and determined 
that it can influence storm inten-
sity. Further research is needed to 
better understand and attribute the 
impacts of anthropogenic forcings 
and natural variability on tropical 
storm activity.”

For the Eastern Pacific and 
Central Pacific basins, the averages 
over the 1991 - 2020 period do not 
change. The Eastern Pacific basin 
will remain at 15 named storms, 
8 hurricanes, and 4 major hurri-
canes. The Central Pacific basin will 
maintain an average of 4 named 
storms, 3 hurricanes and 2 major 
hurricanes. 

The Atlantic hurricane season 
officially runs from June 1 through 
Nov. 30.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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Prepare your home
• Buy flood insurance.
• There is a 30-day waiting period 

before newly purchased flood insur-
ance goes into effect.

• Install commercial shutters or 
prepare 5/8 inch plywood panels for 
your windows.

• Reinforce garage doors so that 
they are able to withstand high 
winds. Garage doors are frequently 
the first feature in a home to fail.

• Trim all dead wood, weak, and 
overhanging branches from trees 
as they could damage your or your 
neighbor’s property.

Prepare your vehicle
• Fill up with fuel before you leave 

town. It’s smart to keep your tank 
at least half full during the entire 
hurricane season.

• Check your vehicle’s fluid levels 
and ensure there is adequate cool-

Things to do before a hurricane threatens your area
ant in the radiator.

• Check your tire pressure.
• Ensure you have a jack, a lug 

wrench, and know where they are in 
the vehicle.

• Carry enough water and 
non-perishable food for you and 
your passengers in case you 
become stranded.

• Have a working flashlight and 
extra batteries.

• If you are stranded, stay with 
your vehicle and use emergency 
flashers. Tie a white cloth on the 
antenna or door handle and raise 
the hood.

Before you leave
• Move outside items to safety, 

such as patio furniture, plants, and 
grills.

• Put valuable documents in 
waterproof containers and take 
them with you when you evacuate.

• Turn off electricity at the main 
circuit breaker or fuse box.

• Turn off gas at the appliances.
• Remove perishable items from 

your refrigerator and freezer.
• Make a final walk-through 

inspection before closing the door.
• Close all interior doors in your 

home.
• Identify and protect vital records. 

Backup and store key files off site.
• Protect electronic equipment 

from possible water damage.
• Have extra cash and blank 

checks in case extra money is 
needed after the storm.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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Checklist before you evacuate by car from a hurricane
If you’re traveling with 

children be sure to pack 
items to help keep them 

entertained
• Reading materials, puzzle, 

games, coloring books,and electron-
ics with extra chargers and batteries.

• Fun road games like Highway 
BINGO and I Spy. Go Online to find 
lists and ideas.

• Low-sugar snacks and sugar-
free drinks.

• A change of clothes.
Should I carry food and

drinks in my car?
Yes! Stopping for food or drinks 

during a large scale evacuation 
may significantly delay you in get-
ting to your destination. 

Some restaurants and stores 
along hurricane routes may be 
closed, and those that are open are 
likely to be very crowded. Addition-
ally, once you leave the evacuation 

route to purchase food or drinks, it 
may be difficult to re-enter the flow 
of traffic.

Where should I go?
You may evacuate to any city you 

choose. Brazoria County residents 
who need shelter should go to 
Belton, Texas. 

If you do not have hotel reserva-
tions, or family you can stay with, 
you may evacuate to the public 
shelters.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Saffir-Simpson Hurricane Wind Scale danger levels
Category 1 (74-95 mph)
Very dangerous winds will 

produce some damage: Well-con-
structed frame homes could 
have damage to roof, shingles, 
vinyl siding and gutters. Large 
branches of trees will snap, and 
shallowly rooted trees may be 
toppled. Extensive damage to 
power lines and poles likely will 
result in power outages that could 
last a few to several days.

Category 2 (96-110 mph)
Extremely dangerous winds 

will cause extensive damage: 
Well-constructed frame homes 
could sustain major roof and 
siding damage. Many shallowly 
rooted trees will be snapped or 
uprooted and block numerous 

roads. Near-total power loss is 
expected with outages that could 
last from several days to weeks.
Category 3 (111-129 mph)
Devastating damage will occur: 

Well-built framed homes may 
incur major damage or removal 
of roof decking and gable ends. 
Many trees will be snapped or 
uprooted, blocking numerous 
roads. Electricity and water will 
be unavailable for several days to 
weeks after the storm passes.
Category 4 (130-156 mph)
Catastrophic damage will 

occur: Well-built framed homes 
can sustain severe damage with 
loss of most of the roof structure 
and/or some exterior walls. Most 
trees will be snapped or uprooted 

and power poles downed. Fallen 
trees and power poles will isolate 
residential areas. Power outages 
will last weeks to possibly months. 
Most of the area will be uninhabit-
able for weeks or months.

Category 5 (157 mph or 
higher)

Catastrophic damage will occur: 
A high percentage of framed 
homes will be destroyed with total 
roof failure and wall collapse. 
Fallen trees and power poles will 
isolate residential areas. Power 
outages will last for weeks to 
possibly months. Most of the area 
will be uninhabitable for weeks or 
months.

The Saffir-Simpson Hurricane 
Wind Scale is a 1 to 5 rating 
based on a hurricane’s sustained 
wind speed. 

This scale estimates potential 
property damage. Hurricanes 
reaching Category 3 and higher 
are considered major hurricanes 
because of their potential for 
significant loss of life and damage. 
Category 1 and 2 storms are still 
dangerous, however, and require 
preventative measures. In the 
western North Pacific, the term 
“super typhoon” is used for tropi-
cal cyclones with sustained winds 
exceeding 150 mph.

How to evacuate with your pets safely
Make sure that your pet’s vaccinations are current and have proof of 

them. Don’t assume that a public shelter or hotel will allow your pet to stay.
Have a current photo of your pet or pets.
Each animal should have a carrier that is large enough for it to stand up 

and turn around.
Make sure that your pet has a proper ID collar.
Pack enough food and bottled water for the duration of your evacuation. 

Don’t let yout pet drink water or eat food from the outside that may have 
become contaminated.

Be sure to pack all medications your pet may need, along with a muzzle, 
collar, bleach cleaner, paper towels and trash bags.

Walk your pet on a leash to give it exercise.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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Insurance tips for before and after a damaging storm
• Keep a written inventory of your 

possessions. Take photos or video-
tape of each room and the exterior 
of home to keep with your inventory.

• Gather important documents 
and insurance cards and policies. 
Unless they are stored in a safe 
place, take them with you if you 
evacuate, along with an inventory of 
your possessions, including receipts 
and photos or videos.

• Know what your policy covers. 
Check your auto policy to see if 
you have comprehensive coverage 
“other than collision.” Comprehen-
sive coverage pays if a storm, fire 
or flood damages your car. Find out 
how much coverage you have for 
“additional living expenses” to cover 
lodging, food and other expenses 
if you’re forced to vacate your resi-
dence after suffering a covered loss.

• Know your policy limits. Your 
limits may be too low if repiacement 
costs have risen because of new 
additions, improvements or inflation.

• Review your health coverage. 
Find out if you’ll be able to receive 
non-emergency care from out-
of-network providers, if needed, 
without accruing additional out-of-
pocket costs.

• Consider renters insurance 
if you don’t have it. If you rent an 
apartment, duplex, house or town-
house, you may need renters insur-
ance to protect your belongings.

• Consider purchasing flood, wind 
and hail coverage. You may have to 
buy separate policies. Homeowners, 
farm and ranch, renters, windstorm 
and mininium policies do not cover 
damage from rising waters.

National Flood Insurance 
Program

Homeowners and commercial 
property policies specifically exclude 
coverage from rising water flooding 
property. To protect yourself from 
losses caused by most flooding, 
you’ll need to purchase a separate 
flood insurance policy from the 
National Flood Insurance Program 

(NFIP). For more information about 
flood insurance, contact the NFIP 
1-800-427-4661, or go to www.
floodsmart.gov.
Texas Windstorm Insurance 

Association
If your property is located in one 

of Texas’ 14 coastal counties, you 
likely will only be able to obtain 
insurance coverage for windstorm 
or hail damage from a special 
insurance pool called the Texas 

Windstorm Insurance Association 
(TWIA.) 

To qualify for TWIA coverage, 
your property must pass a wind-
storm inspection and must meet 
certain windstorm-resistant building 
standards. You cannot buy or 
change TWIA coverage once a 
hurricane has entered the Gulf of 
Mexico. For more information, call 
TWIA at 1-800-788-8247 or visit its 
website www.twia.org.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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What should you 
take with you?

• Medications for at least 10 days.
• Driver’s license or state issued 

picture ID.
• Sleeping pads or air mattresses.
• Blankets or a sleeping bag for 

each person.
• Robe & shower shoes with 

toiletries.
• Books, cards, games and 

QUIET toys for children.
• Snacks
• Five days worth of clothing
• No more than two pieces of 

luggage and one carryon
bag per person.
• NO Alcoholic beverages, or 

illegal drugs are allowed in HUBs or 
on buses.

• HUB Coordinators have final 
say over all pet transports.

• As a general rule, pets will 
be transported with the owner. 
However, if a situation dictates, they 
may be transported in a separate 
vehicle.

• Only non-aggressive household 
pets will be permitted. No reptiles or 
farm animals.

It’s 2021

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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• Ana
• Bill
• Claudette
• Danny
• Elsa
• Fred
• Grace
• Henri
• Ida
• Julian
• Kate
• Larry
• Mindy
• Nicholas
• Odette
• Peter
• Rose
• Sam
• Teresa
• Victor
• Wanda

2021 hurricane names: 
Will they be enough?

Steps to take following a hurricane
Before returning

Find out if it is safe to enter your 
community or neighborhood. Follow 
the advice of your local authorities.

• Carry plenty of cash. ATMs may 
not work, and stores may not be 
able to accept credit or debit cards.

• Bring supplies, such as flash-
lights, batteries, bottled water and 
nonperishable foods in case utilities 
are out.

• Create back-up communication 
plans with family and friends in case 
you are unable to call from affected 
areas.

• Plan for delays when traveling. 

Bring extra food, water, pillows, 
blankets and other items that will 
make the trip more comfortable. 
Keep the fuel tank of your vehicle as 
full as possible in case gas stations 
are crowded, out of fuel or closed.

• Carry a map to help you route 
around heavy traffic or impassable 
roads.

• Find out if local medical facilities 
are open and if emergency services 
are functioning again. Do NOT 
call 9-1-1 or the local emergency 
number to do his.

• Understand that recovery takes 
time. Focus on the positive and 
have patience. Others will have 
similar frustrations.

Using Generators Safely
• When using a portable gener-

ator, connect the equipment you 
want to power directly to the outlets 
on the generator. Do not connect 
a portable generator to a home’s 
electrical system.

• If you are considering getting 
a generator, get advice from a 
professional, such as an electrician. 
Make sure that the generator you 
purchase is rated for the power that 
you think you will need.

Do not run a generator indoors, 
and leave plenty of space between 

it and your home. 
First Inspection

• If possible, leave children and 
pets with a relative or friend. If not, 
keep them away from hazards and 
floodwater.

• Beware of rodents, snakes, 
insects and other animals that 
may be on your property or in your 
home.

• Before entering your home, look 
outside for damaged power lines, 
gas lines, foundation cracks and 
other exterior damage. It may be 
too dangerous to enter the home.

• Smell for gas. If you smell 
natural gas or propane, or hear a 
hissing noise, leave immediately 
and contact the fire department.

• If your home was flooded, 
assume it is contaminated with 
mold. Mold increases health risks 
for those with asthma, allergies or 
other breathing conditions.

• Open doors and windows. Let 
the house air out before staying 
inside for any length of time if the 
house was closed for more than 48 
hours.

• Turn the main electrical power 
and water systems off until you or 
a professional can ensure that they 
are safe. NEVER turn the power 
on or off, or use an electrical tool or 
appliance while standing in water.

• Check the ceiling and floor for 
signs of sagging. Water may be 
trapped in the ceiling or floors may 
be unsafe to walk on.

Cleaning the home
• Throw out all food, beverages 

and medicine exposed to flood 
waters and mud, including canned 
goods and containers with food or 
liquid that have been sealed shut. 
When in doubt, throw it out. 

• Throw out items that absorb 
water and cannot be cleaned or 
disinfected (e.g. mattresses, car-
peting, cosmetics, stuffed animals 
and baby toys).

• Remove all plaster and insula-
tion that has been in contact with 
flood waters.

• Be careful when moving fur-
nishings or debris since they may 
be water logged and heavier.

BULLETIN’S 2021 HURRICANE PREPAREDNESS SECTION
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Soft end of the Mohs scale
5 Old Toyota models
10 Order to go
14 Squiggly lines in the funnies, 

maybe
15 Hot day refuge
16 “Him __?”: love triangle ultima-

tum
17 First anniversary gift for a zoo-

keeper?

19 Like eyes “you can’t hide,” in an 
Eagles song

20 Ring loudly
21 It can spice things up
23 Prescription specs
26 2000 Gere title role
28 Gere, for one
29 Super Mario Galaxy consoles
30 Japanese ice cream flavor
32 “It’s __ good”
33 Livid

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 34 Lots and lots
37 Race in place
38 10th anniversary gift for a musi-

cian?
40 Wire-concealing garment, per-

haps
41 Least encumbered
43 Musical work
44 “A lie that makes us realize 

truth,” per Picasso
45 Adds insult to injury
47 Hair gel squirt
48 Bow ties, e.g.
50 The Spartans of the NCAA
51 “Well, I’ll be!”
52 Totally jazzed
54 Like many 45 records
56 Jordanian queen dowager
57 50th anniversary gift for a fast-

food worker?
62 Stop discussing
63 Hail
64 Passion
65 __ pool
66 __ pool
67 Biblical spot

Down
1 Cover
2 Nicole’s “Cold Mountain” role
3 Hack
4 Brunch choice
5 “ÀC—mo __?”
6 Kids
7 “Macbeth” role
8 “Swan Lake” princess
9 Blood fluids
10 Comforted
11 15th anniversary gift for a golfer?
12 Palermo pal
13 Barbershop part
18 In medias __
22 Relay sticks
23 Middle-earth figure
24 Gulf ship
25 25th anniversary gift for a chef?
27 Fiery candies
30 South side?
31 Like a shutout
33 “I’m not gonna sugarcoat this”
35 Screen legend Flynn
36 Failed to act
39 Long-outlawed smoking estab-

lishment
42 Greek Muse of music
46 Oil, for many
47 Look-up aid
48 Herbal Essences maker, for short
49 64-Across, at La Scala
51 Serengeti herbivore
53 Fleece-lined footwear brand
55 Not duped by
58 Two-time Emmy-winning actress 

__ Grant
59 OMG part
60 67-Across outcast
61 Number of Canadian provinces
(c)Tribune Content Agency TIN  IRON  LEAD  ZINC  GOLD  NICKEL  SILVER  PLATINUM
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gasoline (15 cents a gallon) and fill 
the rest of the tank with kerosene 
(5 cents a gallon). By adjusting the 
spark lever mounted on the steering 
column, you could retard the elec-
tricity going to the spark plugs, and 
the little flat-head 4-cylinder engine 
would run just fine.

When Ruffo bought his first 
tractor, it had two fuel tanks. A 
two-gallon gas tank and a 20-gallon 
kerosene tank. To start the tractor, 
you opened the valve from the 
gas tank to fill the carbonator with 
gasoline. Then you spun the engine 
crank or the side-mounted fly wheel 
until the engine started. There was 
no battery or electric starter back 
then. Once the engine heated up to 
operating temperature, you shut off 
the valve to the gas tank, opened 
the valve to the kerosene tank, and 
you were ready to start plowing. 

When you were through with the 
tractor for the day, you would shut 
off the kerosene valve and let the 
carbonator run out of fuel. If you 

forgot to do this, you had to take 
the fuel bowl off the carbonator and 
empty out the kerosene. It was next 
to impossible to start a cold motor 
on kerosene.

Kerosene was a dangerous fuel. 
Most times the lamps had a glass 
fuel tank so you could see when it 
needed to be refilled. Glass breaks. 
Many a structure was burned to the 
ground, and many lives were lost in 
the resulting fires.

Grandpa Ruffo knew the dangers 
of kerosene lighting. So, when a 
traveling salesman came by and 
told him that there was a safer way 
of lighting up the house, Ruffo gave 
him an audience. The new system 
was carbide gas. 

Ruffo bought the system. My Dad 
said that the workers dug a pit next 
to the house. Then they installed a 
circular steel tank about 6 feet deep 
by eight feet across. Carbide chips 
were dumped into the tank. A water 
pipe was put into the bottom of the 
tank. Then, a slightly domed lid with 
a thick rubber gasket was lowered 
into the tank.

A reinforced, flexible hose was 
attached to the lid. The work 
crew then ran copper supply 
lines throughout the house andW 
installed the light fixtures where 
Grandma Ruby wanted them. The 
copper supply lines were attached 
to the hose in the top of the tank.

The system worked. As water 
was introduced into the carbide stor-
age tank, it produced a clean- burn-
ing gas. As the gas was produced, 
the pressure floated the airtight lid/

gasket and caused the gas to flow 
throughout the house to the light 
fixtures. But, the system had some 
drawbacks.

First, there was a six-foot by 
eight-foot potentially explosive 
gas bomb just outside the house. 
Second, carbide gas produced a 
light with a yellowish tint. Third, 
each fixture had an open flame. 
Fourth, If the flame was blown out 
instead of being shut off with a 
valve, the house would be slowly 

filled with an explosive gas. Fifth, 
in a closed house, the gas could 
suffocate the occupants, and sixth, 
the removal of the spent carbide 
chips and recharging of the system 
was expensive, time consuming, 
and could not be done by the home-
owner.

TO BE CONTINUED...
(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

RUFFO (From Page 1)
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