
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

This, by my reckoning, is my 50th 
hurricane season in the Houston 
area. 

I have been fortunate. Unlike 
many, I haven’t been touched by 
devastation. My home or my car 
have never sustained flood damage.

All I can offer to mark another 
hurricane season are a few stories 
from my years helping to cover the 
many storms that have come our 
way while I worked for the Houston 
Post and Houston Chronicle.

Here are a few.
MY HERO

Covering storms poses challenges 
for media outlets.

All too often the damage is wide-
spread and flooding makes it difficult 
to report from the hardest-hit areas. 

Then there is staffing. Reporters, 
photographers and press crews are 
asked to leave their homes and fam-
ilies and risk driving to work.  Many 
simply can’t make it. 

In the late 1980s - I don’t remem-
ber the exact year - there was an 
unnamed storm that caught us off-
guard. Structures were flooded and 
cars were submerged on roadways 
that looked like rivers. 

The Houston Post building at 
the West Loop and the Southwest 
Freeway was surrounded by water.  
The few people inside the building 
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

Where did I leave off last week? 
Oh, yes. I was enjoying nature in my 
backyard and getting to feel much 
better. So I canceled my teleMed 
appointment. Things were looking 
up.

Until the next morning.
My body rebelled against me like 

it has not in decades. Throat, fever, 
aches, stuffier head. I didn’t want to 
get out of bed because I didn’t want 
to move, and I didn’t want to stay in 
bed because it hurt too much not to 
get out of bed.

I’ve had the Covid vaccine shot. I 
know that even if you get Covid after 
the shot takes effect, the symptoms 
won’t be as bad, and you’ll just ride 
it out.

What could it be? This thing is 
going straight into my lungs. Mother 
Nature didn’t look all that inviting 
that morning. The squirrels weren’t 
fed and complained. Sorry guys, but 
I need to take care of this. Go do 
what squirrels do to get food when 
someone isn’t putting nuts on the 
fence post or in the tree for you.

They didn’t like that and continued 
to complain.

I cast aside all my reservations 
about the video doctor and made an 
appointment. I sure didn’t feel like 
getting in the car and driving to the 
doctor's office. 

I needed antibiotics to make sure 
that this virus, whatever type it was, 
would not camp out in my lungs and 
stay there for weeks while I was 
trying to do things like breathing and 
speaking without coughing.

I set up my cell phone for the 

Ramblings

Summer Crud II: 
Things turned for 
the worse quickly

How Randall Jones came to Texas, made a name for himself

Can we dispense with fishing and go straight to catching?

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Last week, I gave you a little 
history about the Battle of Jones 
Creek. But Captain Randall Jones 
had a very interesting life and 
history of his own. 

How did he end up in what is 
now Brazoria County? He even has 
a  creek and village named after 
him. It’s a long story, but I’ll give 
you the shorter version.

He was an adventurer, explorer, 
Indian fighter and trader, soldier, 
colonist, farmer/rancher,  family 

man, a man of letters, policy maker, 
rescuer, one of Texas’ first conserva-
tionists, friend of Stephen F. Austin 
and a large influence on molding 
Texas.

Randall Jones was born in 
Columbia County, Georgia on 
Aug. 19, 1786. His family moved 
to Wilkinson County, Mississippi 
Territory, in 1810. When the second 
war with England broke out in 
1812, he entered the U.S. Army as 
a volunteer and earned the rank 
of Captain through his gallantry in 
battle, particularly through his lead-

ership in the “Canoe Fight” against 
the Creek Indians on the Alabama 
River in 1813, where he earned the 
rank of Captain.

In the fall of 1814, Jones came 
to the Sabine River and met with 
General Toledo, who had just been 
defeated at the Medina River in the 
Mexican revolution against Spain. 
General Toledo wanted Jones to 
join their fight, but Jones deemed 
them too small and ragged to join. 

He opted out, went to Natchez,  
purchased $600 worth of merchan-

Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Teach a Man to Fish or Not.
You may have heard the proverb, 

“Give a man a fish, and you’ll feed 
him for a day. Teach a man to fish, 

and you’ll feed him for a lifetime of 
crushing debt after he buys the boat, 
trailer, tackle, depth finder, trolling 
motor, etc.”

Seriously, though, despite my 
dad’s best efforts throughout my 
childhood and a few excursions of 
my own as an adult, I’d still rather 
someone just give me the fish – 
preferably deep fried with a side of 
coleslaw and hush puppies.

Don’t get me wrong, though, I 
do enjoy a few minutes of vigorous 
catching. I could just do without the 
fishing part.

One of my earliest memories of 
fishing with no hope of escape was 

the time my dad and some of his 
friends took me on an expedition 
to the Toledo Bend Reservoir on 
the border of Texas and Louisiana 
when I was around 11 years old. 
Along with the fishing, we planned 
to visit nearby Zwolle, Louisiana, for 
the Zwolle Tamale Fiesta (a festival 
honoring – you guessed it – tama-
les), which was to be the highlight of 
the trip for me because... tamales.

Unfortunately, I wound up in a 
boat with a marathon fisherman 
who refused to allow a few tor-
tuous hours with not so much as 
a minnow toot to stop him from 

The View from My Seat
visitbrazosport.com

Good luck to all participantsGood luck to all participants
at the at the 

Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport!Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport!
Happy 245th birthday, America!Happy 245th birthday, America!

Have a great 4th of July!Have a great 4th of July!
ENJOY THE BULLETIN’S SPECIAL SECTION ON PAGES 10-14ENJOY THE BULLETIN’S SPECIAL SECTION ON PAGES 10-14
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On this day in 
weather history

July 6
11989 - Unseasonably hot 

weather prevailed in the southwest-
ern U.S. Ten cities reported record 
high temperatures for the date, 
including Las Vegas, NV, with a 
reading of 115 degrees. Hanksville, 
UT, reached 112 degrees, Bullhead 
City, AZ, hit 120 degrees, and Death 
Valley, CA, soared to 126 degrees.

July 9
1936 - The temperature hit an 

all-time record high of 106 degrees 
at the Central Park Observatory 
in New York City, a record which 
lasted until 1966.

July 10
1913 - The mercury hit 134 

degrees at Greenland Ranch in 
Death Valley, CA, the hottest read-
ing of record for the North American 
continent. Sandstorm conditions 
accompanied the heat. The high the 
previous day was 129 degrees, fol-
lowing a morning low of 93 degrees.

1979 - The temperature at El 
Paso, TX, hit 112 degrees, an all-
time record for that location. 

July 11
1888 - Heavy snow reached 

almost to the base of Mt. Washing-
ton, NH, and the peaks of the Green 
Mountains were whitened.

July 12
1980 - Lightning struck a large 

broiler house in Branford, FL, and 
the ensuing fire broiled 11,000 
nearly ready broilers. Firemen 
were able to save a few thousand 
chickens, however, that were later 
broiled.

How cold was it?
The 2019 polar vortex brought bone-chilling temperatures to the Mid-

west—Milwaukee hit 21 below zero, Detroit shivered in minus 14 degrees, 
and Chicago experienced a chilly 23 below zero. 

But those temperatures seem almost balmy compared with the lowest 
temperature ever recorded in the United States. On Jan. 23, 1971, the mer-
cury dropped to a staggering minus 80 degrees in Prospect Creek, Alaska. 

Within the 48 contiguous states, the record for extreme cold was set on 
Jan. 20, 1954, when Rogers Pass, Montana, hit 70 degrees below zero.

Jan. 20 Jan. 21 Jan. 22 Jan. 23 Jan. 24 Jan. 25 Jan. 26



speaking. Better to follow statistical 
guidelines, upping your odds of mar-
ital success by dating someone of 
similar age, background and beliefs, 
dating for a while first, only marrying 
after age 20, getting educated and 
having a stable income, etc.

The ways of the heart wedded to 
those of the head.

Eerie Painting
Q. In Edouard Manet’s famous 

painting “A Bar at the Folies-
Bergere,” what subtle mirror 
unnaturalness helps lend allure 
to the scene? (See artofeurope.
com/manet)

A. Part of the appeal lies in the 
contrast between the audience 
ready for entertainment seen in the 
mirror behind the bartender and she 
looking straight ahead, eyes betray-
ing fatigue, say David Halliday et 
al. in “Fundamentals of Physics 
Extended: 5th Edition.” 

But as she looks toward “you” the 
viewer, there is something wrong: 
her back-of-the-head reflection 
is offset toward a side view even 
though the mirror is directly behind 
her (in reality her image should be 
eclipsed by her body). This places 
the reflection of the tophatted, 
mustachioed gentleman talking with 
her looking also out toward you. But 
if he’s right in front of her as seen in 
the glass, and you’re looking directly 
at her, then HE MUST BE YOU!

 “You are looking into Manet’s 
work and seeing your reflection 
off to your right. The effect is eerie 
because it is not what we expect 
from a painting or a mirror.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Airport trivia
Q. Frequently curious flyers, 

do you know what airport runway 
9 signifies, 9L alongside 9R, 
whether a plane generally takes 
off with or into any wind, how the 
cabin is heated to compensate for 
the frigid air at 6 miles altitude, 
what the colored lights mean 
alongside runways, the desired 
angle of the plane’s glidepath to 
touchdown, and the color of the 
“little black box” recording data 
in case of a crash?

A. Answers Ira Flatow in 
“Rainbows, Curve Balls and Other 
Wonders of the Natural World 
Explained”: Runway 9 goes off at 
90 degrees from North compass 
direction, or East; runway 27 goes 
off at 270 degrees, or West; 9L and 
9R both go East left and right of 
each other; takeoff is into the wind 
to reduce required groundspeed 
and runway distance; no cabin heat-
ing is required, but cooling via air 
conditioners certainly is, or the pres-
surizing air coming off the engine 
would cook the interior; runways 
are outlined in white lights, taxiways 
have blue lights, red lights signal 
end of runway; 3 degrees is the 
typical glidepath coming in, with the 
pilot watching the lights at runway’s 

end, which will appear white over 
white at too-steep an approach, 
red over red if too shallow, and red 
over white just right; and the little 
black box is really orange for ready 
visibility amid tragic rubble.

So now you know and know and 
know...

Happy married people
Q. When one’s marriage goes 

up in smoke, what else likely 
goes up with it?

A. Some 40% of married adults 
say they are very happy compared 
to only 23% of never-marrieds 
and even smaller proportions of 
the divorced and separated, says 
Hope College’s David G. Myers in 
“Intuition:  Its Power and Perils.” 
The married are also healthier 
and have a better chance of living 
longer. And more: Marriage predicts 
economic thriving and lower risk of 
child poverty. Marriage matters, but 
we’re increasingly unlikely to marry 
and live happily ever after. For once 
the giddy euphoria goes, if steadier 
“companionate love” does not take 
its place, a “cold, loveless truce” 
may follow, or worse.

Yet none of this stops marriage 
license applicants from assessing, 
when asked, their own chance of 
divorce as 0%. “When in love it’s 
hard to imagine being otherwise,” 
says Myers. But that’s intuition 

Angleton Manor

*See office for details

www.angletonmanorapts.com

.SPACIOUS ONE/TWO BR. FLOORPLANS

.ALL ELECTRIC KITCHENS

.WASHER/DRYER CONNECTIONS

.WOOD-STYLE FLOORING

.SPARKLING SWIMMING POOL

1100 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

GEEZ, CAN’T A KID HAVE 
FUN ANY MORE?: A 19-year-old 
kid pulled a prank on his friends he 
was having dinner with by pretend-
ing that they kidnapped him. As 
they were leaving a restaurant in 
College Station, Texas, he wrote a 
message on their receipt, saying, 
“HELP I got kidnapped.” Staff mem-
bers immediately called the cops, 
who looked at surveillance footage 
showing them acting normally. They 
tracked him down, and he admitted 
everything. 

OTHERWISE, HE SEEMED 
VERY NICE: A man was arrested 
while on a first date because he 
started writing disturbing messages 
with chalk in various places outside 
the Lincoln Square mall in Bellevue, 
Wash. The messages included, 
“SUICIDE BOMBING IN THE 
MALL”, which was drawn with a 
smiley face beneath it. His date told 
police that this made her nervous. 

YOU SAID ANY CAR, 
RIGHT?:  A car plowed into a We 
Buy Any Car building in Pittsburgh 
at 4:30 the morning, ending up par-
tially inside the structure. The driver 

and a passenger fled the scene. 
NOT EXACTLY THE BEST 

PLANNED CAPER: A man 
robbed a convenience store in 
Lewiston, Idaho, where he had 
once worked but was fired because 
he was stealing, so the employees 
he was robbing knew who he was. 
Also, the police station is less than 
three blocks from there, so he was 
arrested pretty quickly. 

YOU DO KNOW THIS ISN’T 
A ROCK BAND’S PRIVATE 
JET?: A man on a flight from New 
York City to San Francisco “began 
acting erratically and aggressively,” 
made threatening gestures towards 
several other people, sexually 
harassed a female passenger, and 
then was seen “snorting a white 
substance.” The plane was diverted 
to Minnesota, where the guy was 
removed and arrested. 

A TEMPER?! ME?! HOW 
DARE YOU!: A woman got into a 
heated argument with her sister’s 
boyfriend, which ended when she 
drove up onto a sidewalk in John-
stown, Pa., and hit him with her 
van. She then fought with the man’s 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

sister, who arrived to drive him to 
the hospital. 

EXCUSE ME, SIR, THAT’S 
MY VAN … WHAM!: A Mixed 
Martial Arts champion, who holds 
the record for knockouts, spot-
ted a guy trying to steal his van 
in Houston, Texas. The resulting 
interchange between the two men 

did not last long. 
GUN! NO, KNIFE! NO, GUN! 

… BLAM!: When police confronted 
a shoplifter outside the Macy’s in 
a mall in Kendall, Fla., the suspect 
pulled out a knife that was shaped 
like a gun. In response, a cop shot 
him with a gun that was shaped like 
a gun. He survived. 
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Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

CRUD II (From Page 1)

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

2 BBQ
SANDWICH

COMBOS WITH
DRINK, FRIES

$1499

2 BBQ BAKED
POTATOES
$1299

appointment and waited.
“Do you mind if we start early, Mr. 

Toth?” The doctor chimed in politely.
“Sure, the earlier the better,” I 

said.”
“You don’t sound good,” he con-

tinued as he asked for symptoms.
I felt worse than I sounded. I’m 

not used to being sick. I told him the 
whole story, except for the canceled 
appointment the day before when I 
thought I was getting better.

“Have you had the vaccine,” he 

asked.
Yes, indeed. If I were healthy, 

I would have told him about the 
second shot on Feb. 17, in the 
middle of the deep freeze, when 
only a few stores were open, and 
the Brazoria County Health Depart-
ment in Angleton. I had no power, 
no heat, no water and broken pipes, 
but I got my second shot at that 
nice, warm clinic. 

But there was no time for that. 
I'm sure I wasn’t the only person he 
had to see today, so I decided not 
to tell him this story, even though 

I think he would have enjoyed it. I 
probably could not have finished it 
anyway without coughing my head 
off.

“I’m going to call in a Z-Pak for 
you. That should knock it out. If not, 
call us back, and we’ll go from there, 
but it should do it,” said the doctor 
on my phone screen.

That’s Azithromycin. It would 
make sure that I wouldn’t develop 
an infection because of drainage 
into my chest. I hoped it would work, 
because I have used up all my sick 
days at work (which were zero).

A long time ago I called in sick, 
and nobody answered the phone. 
So I picked it up and told myself to 
get to work.

The video visit took about 15 min-
utes, maybe less. About 20 minutes 
later, I got a message on my phone 
that my prescription was ready to be 
picked up.

All my remaining doubts about 
video doctor visits melted away. I 
was sold - still sick with the mother 
of Covid, or the cousin of Covid, or 
whatever other virus this was, but I 
was sold.

I sat down on the back porch 
again. My head still felt like a 
bowling ball; my throat was still on 
fire, joints still aching. The squirrels 
looked through the fence post, prob-
ably thinking that I was slacking. 

“We don’t like foraging in the yard 
for food, so feed us, or we'll eat your 
chimney,” they probably said, in a 
nice way.

They were fed again -  by my wife, 
who had to follow specific instruc-
tions where to place the walnuts on 
the tree and fence. It had to be done 
just right.

COVID-19 travel trips for people with weakened immune systems
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Experts say getting fully vacci-
nated is the most important step 
people can take to lower their risk of 
transmitting or getting infected with 
COVID-19. 

Even then, Dr. Stacey Rizza, a 

Mayo Clinic infectious diseases 
specialist, suggests travelers wear 
a mask, avoid congregated areas 
when possible and maintain good 
hand hygiene. 

These measures are especially 
important for travelers who are 

immunocompromised and may not 
have had a normal response to 
being vaccinated for COVID-19.

“If somebody is immunocompro-
mised, and they are vaccinated, 
but their physician feels that their 
immunocompromised state is such 
that they may not have responded 
fully to the vaccine, it makes sense 
for those people to still wear masks 
in public and try to avoid congre-
gated settings and just be a little 
more thoughtful about where they’re 
going,” says Dr. Rizza.

The Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention suggests people 
delay any nonessential travel until 
they can be fully vaccinated for 
COVID-19. But people should not 
delay travel for specialty care.
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For advertising 
call

(979) 849-5407

CAPTAIN (From Page 1)

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

dise and spent the winter of 1814 
- 1815 trading with the then-friendly 
Comanche Indians.

By 1816, Jones had established 
a store in Nacogdoches and traded 
with the Mexicans and Indians until 
1818. 

Jones later joined the Long 
expedition in 1819 in Nacogdoches, 
where General Long was maintain-
ing an independent government. 
Jones received the title of “Brigade 
Major” and was entrusted to bring 
Jane Long, who was staying with 
her sister, Mrs. Calvitt, to her hus-
band in Texas. 

To demonstrate how little was 
known of the topography at the 
time, General Long sent Capt. 
Jones along with a party of 21 men 
to Galveston to the mouth of the 
Brazos. By the time they made the 
trip, General Long and his forces 

had been defeated and scattered by 
Spanish Colonel Perez. 

Capt. Jones’ failure in the Long 
expedition caused him and his 
brother, James W. Jones, to leave 
Texas. However, Randall returned 
to Texas in 1821 as part of the “Old 
300” original Austin colonists. 

They rescued Jane Long from 
Bolivar Peninsula along the way and 
built a house for her in 1822 at San 
Antonio Bay. They later escorted her 
to San Antonio to seek a widow’s 
pension from the Mexican Govern-
ment.

In 1823, Jones returned to 
Louisiana and bought 60 head of 
cattle, which he then brought to his 
new home on the Brazos. This was 
the first large shipment of livestock 
brought to Austin’s fort settlement.

Jones became Stephen F. 
Austin’s’ confidant and often made 
suggestions how the colony should 
be run. 

He was awarded a league and 
labor of land in Fort Bend and 
Wharton Counties on July 15, 1824, 
and settled along Jones Creek on 
his land grant. Jones married Polly 
Anderson on October 12, 1824, 
a month after returning from the 
Battle of Jones Creek, which he 
led against the Karankawa Indians. 
They raised nine children.

He was named Captain of Texas 
Militia in September, 1824, and 
fought the Battle of Jones Creek. 
In the census of March, 1826, he 
was classified as a farmer with six 
servants. Jones also served on the 
first petit jury in Fort Bend County in 
February, 1828. 

In 1829 – 1830, Jones was the 
Sheriff of Austin’s Colony. In Decem-
ber, 1830, he was elected regidor 
(councilman) of Austin Municipality.

Austin appointed Jones on Oct. 
11, 1835, to appraise horses and 
equipment for the army at the 
headquarters in Gonzales. He also 
represented Fort Bend County at 
the Texian Government  in Novem-
ber 1835 as a member of the 
General Council. The Texian Gov-
ernment served as the provisional 
government of Mexican Texas from 
October 1835 to March 1836 during 
the Texas Revolution.

In June, 1873, Jones went blind 
and moved to his son-in-law’s house 
in Houston shortly before dying, and 
he was buried on his land in Fort 
Bend County. Like Austin, this prom-
inent early Texan was re interred at 
the State Cemetery in 1934.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

The Lodge at Timbercreek
NOW HIRING

Make Ready / Maintenance
with Multi-family experience

Must be able to work flexible hours, 
including being on call during 

weekends and holidays

www.thelodgeattimbercreek.com

200 Timbercreek Dr., Richwood, TX . 979-265-3700
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COLOR
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

couldn’t leave, and the night crews 
responsible for producing the paper 
couldn’t get in.

As managing editor, I worried we 
wouldn’t publish a paper for the first 
time in Post history.

Suddenly, late in the afternoon, 
a cheer went up from a group of 
Post staffers looking out the window 
toward the Galleria.

I wondered what the fuss was 
about.

The cheering was for a veteran 
copy editor who had parked his car 
in a Galleria garage, taken off his 
shoes, rolled up his pants above the 
knee and was wading through the 
flooded interchange to get to work.

Darrell Mack was already a 
legend in Texas journalism before 
that day. 

A hard-charging, old-school 
journalist with a thunderous voice, 
he had served as editor of United 
Press International’s Dallas bureau.

He had also served as executive 
editor of the Beaumont Enterprise 
before he was fired by a publisher. 
The offense? Mack had run a story 
based on months of reporting that 

compared grocery store prices. 
The story pointed out that poor 

neighborhoods had some of the 
most expensive stores, and one 
of the paper’s big advertisers had 
among the highest prices.

Texas Monthly reported the story 
of Darrell’s firing with the headline 
“Mack the Knifed.”

When the barefooted Darrell 
walked into the newsroom that day, 
he was greeted by applause. The 
legend grew.

I still get chills thinking about his 
dedication.

With help from other late arrivals, 
perhaps inspired by Darrell, we did 
get the paper out. 

ALICIA
 As Alicia roared through town in 

1983, I was one of several people 
who stayed in the Post newsroom.

We had asked our boss if we 
should stock up on food since the 
cafeteria was closed, and restau-
rants and grocery stores would 
likely also be closed for days.  We 
were thinking pizza. 

He said he would take care of it.  
He disappeared for a couple hours 
and returned with a cart of Hormel 
chili he had stockpiled from vending 

machines in case of just such an 
emergency.

We ate nothing but Hormel chili 
for two days. I haven’t had any 
since. 

A SORE POINT
As mentioned earlier, staffing is 

often a problem during bad storms.
With that in mind, the Chronicle 

decided to put several of us up in 
the Magnolia Hotel near the paper 
as Hurricane Ike approached in 
2008.

I convinced my wife she should 
get out of town. Of course, thou-
sands of others had the same idea.

My wife ended up leading a cara-
van of three vehicles across Texas 
in search of a place to stay.

Besides my wife, the trail boss, 
the caravan included her mom, her 
ailing dad, her sister, niece and her 
niece’s fiancé, my wife’s daughter 
and two dogs and three cats. 

The caravan found a place In 
Johnson City owned by my wife’s 
ex.

Needless to say, I didn’t tell 
her about all the amenities at the 
Magnolia Hotel or how good the 
breakfast buffet tasted.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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FISHING (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

dragging me around the lake until I 
got so bored I resorted to assigning 
nicknames to the live bait. To top 
it off, we completely missed the 
tamale festival – an experience of 
childhood trauma that still haunts 
me when I eat Mexican food, so at 
least twice a week.

Just recently, I was cajoled by a 
few of my friend dudes into tromping 
out to a fully-stocked pond and 
making some casts from the bank – 
once they taught me how to operate 
an open-face reel without dislocat-
ing my fingernails. (I’m pretty sure 
they just took me for comic relief.)

After impaling a few earthworms, 
I actually hauled in several large 
bluegill and one unnecessarily 
belligerent channel catfish. I must 
admit that there’s nothing quite like 
the pop on the end of the line of 
a borrowed rod that reverberates 
all the way down to the hair on 
your toe knuckles. I kind of felt like 
that guy from the “River Monsters” 
television show – if he got his man 
card revoked and basically forgot 
everything he knew about fishing.

Things quickly took a turn, 

though, when I cast my bait too 
close to my friend’s bobber, hooked 
a fully jacked bream the size of 
a Pomeranian, and watched as 
our fishing lines performed some 
kind of monofilament mating ritual 
that resulted in a tangled mess of 
polyethylene worthy of a bipartisan 
congressional commission. We 
spent the next 10 minutes standing 
face-to-face in a slow-dance posture 
while we picked at the knot and 
trash-talked the Zebco corporation.

Despite the tangled line and 
a bloody thumb that the catfish 
mistook for an hors d’oeuvre, I had 
a great time, and I’m still hoping 
the lingering fish funk on my hands 
wears off sometime before next 
Christmas.

Most of my other fish tales prove 
that “the big one that got away” 
wasn’t just the theme of my teenage 
romances, and although I’m not 
terribly fond of fishing, I do love and 
appreciate God’s great outdoors. I’d 
just rather enjoy it within reach of a 
thermostat and TV remote.

I keep thinking that I’ll learn to 
love fishing someday when my three 
daughters are grown and gone, and 
my wife keeps me locked out of the 
house until after dark. Until then, I’ll 
be the weirdo who doesn’t like to 
fish, but always volunteers to bring 
the coleslaw.

(Graves is an award-winning 
humor columnist from East Texas. 
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.)

Summer camps have staff shortage
By Alison Bowen
Chicago Tribune (TNS)

First, camp directors worried 
about campers feeling comfortable 
enough to return.

Now, they’re struggling to get 
enough counselors.

The YMCA of Metropolitan Chi-
cago is having trouble hiring enough 
overnight counselors. The shortage 

is leaving camp directors worried 
about ensuring enough staff to 
welcome more kids to sleep-away 
camps, where children stay over-
night and do activities like fishing 
and kayaking.

Bobby Thomas, executive direc-
tor of several YMCA camps, said 
they have been spending months 
assuring parents about the safety 
of summer camps after many were 
unable to operate last year.

Now, they are fielding challenges 
with securing international camp 
counselors; usually, they have 
young adults come to work from 
the United Kingdom, Australia, New 
Zealand and Mexico.

“It’s down to the wire,” he said.
Thomas said it will affect how 

many kids can attempt camp, some-
thing hard for him to reconcile after 
children have had such a screen-
heavy, isolated year.

“We have a ton of kids that are 
sitting on a wait list, sitting at home 
on pins and needles and want to 
come to camp; they’re dying to 
come to camp,” he said. “I know 
that kid’s going to potentially miss 
out on an overnight summer camp 
experience because we can’t find 
enough staff.”

Many of the management staffers 
are jumping in to help as counsel-
ors. But he also has a large wait list 
of kids hoping to attend camp, and 
if they have more counselors, they 
can bring more kids.

Part of the issue is that the 
pandemic affected visas, and many 
of the YMCA counselors in the past 
have come from abroad.
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Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

Bookmobile in front of the Brazoria County Court House 
(photo courtesy of the Brazoria County Historical Museum). 

The Brazoria County Library 
System was created 80 years ago 
on June 18, 1941. 

Help us celebrate this milestone 
by joining in our reading challenge! 
Read 80 hours starting June 18, 
2021, and upon completion receive 
either an 80th Anniversary T-shirt or 
a mug while supplies last! 

Sign up using the free Beanstack 
Tracker app or go to bclstx.bean-
stack.org. 

This challenge is open to all ages 
and runs concurrently with our 
other seasonal reading challenges.

80th Anniversary 

Happy 80th birthday 
to the Brazoria County 

Library System
About Us

The Brazoria County Library System con-
sists of twelve libraries located in various cities 
throughout the County.  

The Library System is unique in that we have 
a contractual agreement with various cities.  The 
City is responsible for providing the building for 
the library facility and maintaining the building.  

The County is responsible for staffing the 
libraries and the purchase of library materials.  

The libraries are located in the following cities: 
Alvin, Angleton, Brazoria, Clute, Danbury, Free-
port, Lake Jackson, Manvel, Pearland, Sweeny, 
and West Columbia.  

We offer a variety of services, and the Library 
System’s goal is to serve all areas of Brazoria 
County.

The Brazoria County Library System serves 
the educational, informational, and recreational 
needs of the library users. Its mission is to pro-
vide library resources for citizens of all ages. 

The library strives to achieve the highest level 
of service, while stressing convenience, speed 
of access, and quality of information.
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Happy Birthday, AmericaHappy Birthday, America
Celebrating Our Country’s 245th BirthdayCelebrating Our Country’s 245th Birthday

HabEnjoy the fireworks and the traditional Enjoy the fireworks and the traditional 
celebrations planned all around Brazoria celebrations planned all around Brazoria 

County. Have a great time at the 74th County. Have a great time at the 74th 
Annual Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport. Annual Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport. 
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Fishin’ Fiesta chairpersons’ letter
This year has been quite the test 

for all of us. With COVID-19 life has 
changed and this year we have had 
to make some changes with the 
Fishin’ Fiesta Tournament and BBQ 
Cook-Off.

Again this year, we have decided 
to refocus on the charity fishing 
tournament and BBQ Cook-Off. 
That’s right, Fishin’ Fiesta is a tax 
write-off, as the Freeport Host 
Lion’s Foundation is a non-profit 
organization. Your entry fee in the 
fishing tournament or the State 
Championship BBQ Cook-Off is 
a tax deduction. Our tax ID is # 
46-1639978.

There are no other events this 
year except the fireworks on Satur-
day, July 3 at 9 p.m.

So, where does your donation 
go? The Freeport Host Lions Foun-
dation supports Brazosport Cares 
Food Pantry, Salvation Army, Junior 
Achievement, ActionS (provides 
meals to home bound residents), 
Texas Lions Camp for physically 
challenged kids (Brazoria County 
Lions sponsor an average of 30-40 
kids each year to the camp in Kerr-
ville, Texas. The week at the camp 
cost the families and kids nothing 
as the Lions of Texas underwrites 
the entire cost of the camp.

We also provide 2 scholarships 

to Brazosport College and 2 schol-
arships for students at Brazosport 
High School.

This is just a few of the 30+ 

groups we try to help each year.
So from us to you, thank you for 

supporting our charity fishing tour-
nament and BBQ Cook-Off.

 - Ann Johnston, chairperson, 
Fishin’ Fiesta 2021; Chris Motley, 
chairperson, BBQ Cook-off 2021
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Grilling up the goods at the Fishin’ Fiesta
One of the big events of the 

Fishin’ Fiesta is the IBCA-sanc-
tioned Barbecue Cook-Off, which 
will be July 2-3.

Some of the top teams from 
around the area compete in this 
contest and serve brisket, pork, 
spare ribs and chicken.

The total payout is $5,000, and 
the Grand Champion will receive a 
“Championship Chair.”

First-place cash prize is $500; 
second is $300; and third is $200. 
The last cash prize is for 10th 
place, which is $50.

But that’s just the tip of the ice-
berg for these teams. They are out 
for recognition as Fishin’ Fiesta 
Grand Champion winner.

The cook-off will take place at 
Freeport Municipal Park.

 A complete set of rules are 
posted on www.fishinfiesta.com.

Kids don’t have to watch dad 
compete at the Fishin’Fiesta Cook-
Offs and wish they could also.

 They can enter the “Kids Que 
Cook-Off,” an IBCA-sanctioned 
Texas State Championship event 
that takes place on July 3 at Free-
port Municipal Park.

There is a $20 entry fee, and the 
category is limited to pork chops. 
That should hit the spot with most 
kids.

First- through third-place winners 
will receive a trophy fishing pole, 
and all contestants will receive an 
Award of Participation and a ticket 
for a chance to win a door prize.

 Nobody walks away without 
something, or with an empty stom-
ach.

Anyone between ages 5-17 may 
participate. Each child will be pro-
vided with a variety of seasonings. 
The judging age groups are juniors 
(1-10) and seniors (11-17).

You don’t even have to buy the 
meat. The pork chop will be pro-
vided by the Fishin’ Fiesta.

Kids can also 
cook up a storm at 

Fishin’ Fiesta
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What really happened on July 4, 1776?
From constitutionfacts.com

The Declaration of Independence
We celebrate American Indepen-

dence Day on the Fourth of July 
every year. We think of July 4, 1776, 
as a day that represents the Decla-
ration of Independence and the birth 
of the United States of America as 
an independent nation.

But July 4, 1776 wasn’t the day 
that the Continental Congress 
decided to declare independence 
(they did that on July 2, 1776).

It wasn’t the day we started the 
American Revolution either (that had 
happened back in April 1775).

And it wasn’t the day Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the first draft of the 
Declaration of Independence (that 
was in June 1776). Or the date on 
which the Declaration was delivered 
to Great Britain (that didn’t happen 
until November 1776). Or the date 
it was signed (that was August 2, 
1776).
So what did happen on July 

4, 1776?
The Continental Congress 

approved the final wording of the 
Declaration of Independence on 
July 4, 1776. They’d been working 
on it for a couple of days after the 

draft was submitted on July 2nd and 
finally agreed on all of the edits and 
changes.

July 4, 1776, became the date 
that was included on the Declara-
tion of Independence, and the fancy 
handwritten copy that was signed in 
August (the copy now displayed at 
the National Archives in Washing-
ton, D.C.) 

It’s also the date that was 
printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, 
the original printed copies of the 
Declaration that were circulated 
throughout the new nation. So when 
people thought of the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4, 1776 was the 
date they remembered.

In contrast, we celebrate Consti-
tution Day on Sept. 17 of each year, 
the anniversary of the date the Con-
stitution was signed, not the anni-
versary of the date it was approved. 
If we’d followed this same approach 
for the Declaration of Independence 
we’d being celebrating Indepen-
dence Day on August 2nd of each 
year, the day the Declaration of 
Independence was signed!

How did the Fourth of July 
become a national holiday?

For the first 15 or 20 years after 
the Declaration was written, people 
didn’t celebrate it much on any 
date. It was too new and too much 
else was happening in the young 
nation. By the 1790s, a time of bitter 
partisan conflicts, the Declaration 
had become controversial. One 

party, the Democratic-Republicans, 
admired Jefferson and the Dec-
laration. But the other party, the 
Federalists, thought the Declaration 
was too French and too anti-British, 
which went against their current 
policies.

By 1817, John Adams com-
plained in a letter that America 
seemed uninterested in its past. But 
that would soon change.

After the War of 1812, the Feder-
alist party began to come apart and 
the new parties of the 1820s and 
1830s all considered themselves 
inheritors of Jefferson and the Dem-
ocratic-Republicans. 

Printed copies of the Declaration 

began to circulate again, all with the 
date July 4, 1776, listed at the top. 
The deaths of Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams on July 4, 1826, 
may even have helped to promote 
the idea of July 4 as an important 
date to be celebrated.

Celebrations of the Fourth of July 
became more common as the years 
went on and in 1870, almost a hun-
dred years after the Declaration was 
written, Congress first declared July 
4 to be a national holiday as part of 
a bill to officially recognize several 
holidays, including Christmas. 

Further legislation about national 
holidays, including July 4, was 
passed in 1939 and 1941.
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LOCAL 4TH OF 
JULY EVENTS

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Staying in the area for the Fourth 
of July and trying to decide where to 
go for fireworks or other fun for this 
patriotic holiday weekend? 

While not all pre-Covid events 
have resumed yet, there’s still some 
great fireworks shows and other 
entertainment planned. July Fourth 
will fall on a Sunday this year, and 
Monday will be a holiday for many. 

There’s even fireworks the 
following weekend in Brazoria on 
Saturday, July 10, hosted by the 
Brazoria Lion’s Club, which is look-
ing for sponsors for its big show. 
(Please see the ad in this issue for 
more information.)

 All of these events are free.
The City of Angleton is 

sponsoring fireworks this year on 
the Fourth of July weekend on 
Saturday, July 3 at 9:20 p.m. at 

the Brazoria County Fairgrounds in 
Angleton. It will last 19 to 20 min-
utes, said Courtney Landers, facility 
manager at the Angleton Recreation 
Center.

 Roads leading to the fairgrounds, 
including Downing and Kiber, should 
be open without roadblocks.

The fairgrounds has a huge 
parking area and is the best recom-
mended spot to observe the light 
show. There will be no vendors, but 
spectators are welcome to bring 
their own refreshments, as well as 
lawn chairs, said Landers.

The Fishin’ Fiesta’s fire-
works show will be Saturday, July 
3, also, but at 9 p.m. at Freeport 
Municipal Park. It is organized and 
sponsored by the Freeport Host 
Lions Club and its sponsors. 

The City of Lake Jackson’s 
4th event will be its traditional 
Fourth of July concert on Sunday, 
July 4, from 6 to 9 p.m. featuring the 
popular Cole Degges and his band. 
This concert wraps up the weekly 
spring concert series at the Lake 
Jackson Civic Center’s Veteran’s 
Memorial Plaza. Food trucks will be 
on site. (Please see the ad in this 
issue for more information.)

After the concert, there will be 
fireworks, which will be set off from 
Dunbar Park. Many area residents 
gather in the Brazos Mall parking 
lot between FM 2004 and Highway 
332 and the surrounding shopping 
centers to get a good view. 

The American Legion in 
West Columbia is offering some-
thing new this year - an old-fash-
ioned, patriotic celebration to take 
place Sunday, July 4, at the post 
grounds and Sands Weems pavilion 
at 219 Veterans Park.

Gates open at noon with free hot 
dogs, chips and drinks, served noon 
to 2 p.m., and a patriotic program 
will be held at 1 p.m.

Sponsorships ($100) are needed. 
Call Sandy Weems at (979) 313-
8611 or email sweems@quiktx.com.

West Columbia’s “Backyard 
Fireworks” will be Sunday, July 4, 
at 9 p.m. at the Little League field. 
Park at Columbia High School or 
downtown to see the display.  

The City of Alvin is offering 
a bigger fireworks show than in the 
past at 9 p.m. on Sunday, July 4.

 “The community can expect a 
very powerful and sky-high show 
compared to previous years with 
visibility up to 3/4 of a mile, or more, 
away from the park, “ said Rene 
Valdez with the Alvin Parks & Recre-
ation Department.

  It is suggested that spectators 
park at Alvin Community College 
and surrounding areas or the 
YMCA. Although the fireworks will 
be set off from Briscoe Park, the 

park will be closed. The public is 
welcome to bring lawn chairs, blan-
kets and refreshments, said Valdez. 

To enjoy the Alvin fireworks more, 
spectators can tune into KACC 
radio station at 89.7 FM for patriotic 
music to accompany the display.

Pearland’s Celebration of 
Freedom will be held 6 to 10 p.m. 
on July 4 at Independence Park. It 
will have live music, fireworks and 
food truck vendors. 



Funniest Man Alive, but a special 
friend, here are a few of Dwight’s 
greatest Sideline Chatter items from 
over the years.

Dec. 8, 1999 (from what I 
believe was Dwight’s first 

Sideline Chatter)
USA Network announced plans 

for a movie on the life of Marge 
Schott, the former Cincinnati Reds 
owner who was twice suspended 
by baseball for remarks considered 
offensive to minorities and women.

If Pete Rose were a betting man, 
he might say that Rosanne Barr is 
a sure shot for the lead role. But 
bigger questions remain, such as 
who’s going to play Schottzie the 
dog? Or Pete? Or Lou Piniella?

Or better yet: Who’d want to 
watch it?

June 27, 2002
When the NCAA announced 

that Cal’s football team has been 
banned from bowl games this 
season and stripped of nine scholar-
ships, we were appalled.

No, not appalled that Cal got 
caught cheating, appalled that the 
Golden Bears cheated and still 
couldn’t produce a winning record 
the past five seasons.

Isn’t banning a team that finished 
1-10 last year from playing in a 
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Sideline Chatter  creator takes break due to health issues

Being Dwight Perry’s backup 
writer for Sideline Chatter has been 
a boring job. He never takes time 
off.

Well, that isn’t exactly true. 
He has written more than 3,900 
Sideline Chatters, starting in 1999. 
I have written about 25, and none 
since 2013. Dwight goes on vaca-
tion but hasn’t stopped writing his 
column.

For years, he wrote five times a 
week, then four and recently one 
expanded column on Sundays. I 
don’t know how he does it. I had 
to work so hard trying to be funny 
when I replaced him. For him, it 
comes naturally. I like to call him 
the “Funniest Man Alive,” and I dare 
anyone to find someone funnier.

We used to carpool to work, and 
I looked forward to the one-hour 
Dwight Perry comedy show. He 
sees humor in everything. Any day 
at the office that Dwight worked was 
fun, because you would laugh so 
much. The harder the day on the 
copy desk, the funnier Dwight was.

This, unfortunately, will be the 
last Sideline Chatter for a while. 
The Iron Man of Sideline Chatter is 
taking a hiatus to deal with a health 
issue. As a tribute to not only the 

By Scott Hanson 
and Dwight Perry 
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

bowl game akin to telling Anna 
Kournikova she’s ineligible to play in 
the Wimbledon final?

Nov. 10, 2006
Former All-Star pitcher Dwight 

Gooden, 41, was released from 
prison in Gainesville, Fla., on Thurs-
day after serving a probation-vio-
lation sentence. Or, as they say in 
baseball, he’s left The Yard.

April 5, 2010
The former Heritage Golf Club in 

Tucker, Ga., has been a $5 million 
drain on owner Julius Erving, the 
hoops Hall of Famer, and the course 
is up for foreclosure, the Atlanta 
Journal-Constitution reported.

Or as the bean-counters in the 
gallery tend to yell, “In the hole.”

Nov. 2, 2014
Our neighborhood’s trick-or-treat 

champion this year was the kid in 
the J.J. Watt uniform.

He came home with five sacks.
Dec. 14, 2018

A 46-year-old Irish woman who 
claims she’s married to a 300-year-
old Haitian pirate called Jack now 
says she wants to divorce him.

As for Jack, he reportedly ran off 
with Mantei T’eo’s girlfriend.
May 21, 2021 (from Dwight’s 

most recent Sideline Chatter)
Wideout Kadarius Toney, the 

Giants’ first-round draft pick, had to 
run individual drills in his bare feet 
on the first day of rookie minicamp 

because the team issued him cleats 
a couple sizes too small.

Hey, it’s better than telling him he 
had some mighty big shoes to fill.

Good-bye, for now.
Dwight always ended Sideline 

Chatter with a great kicker.
I never was good at writing a 

kicker, so I won’t try. Because as I 
learned long ago, I might be able 
to fill in for Dwight, but he can’t be 
replaced.

Get well, my good friend, and I 
can’t wait to read your next Sideline 
Chatter.

    ©2021 The Seattle Times. 

America’s space age began April 
9, 1959 when seven test pilots with 
“The Right Stuff” were formally 
presented to the nation as its inau-
gural astronauts. 

The “Mercury Project”, as they 
were known, was 
composed of 
Scott Carpenter, 
L. Gordon Cooper 
Jr., John H. Glenn 
Jr., Virgil “Gus” Grissom, Walter 
Schirra Jr., Alan Shepard Jr. and 
Donald Slayton.

Their goal was to launch a 
sequence of successfully manned 
missions to space.

Two years earlier, the Soviet 
Union had astonished the world, 
when it put the first artificial 
satellite, Sputnik, into orbit, but 
America, resolved to eclipse them, 

was stunned a second time, when 
their cosmonaut, Yuri Gagarin, 
piloted the planet’s first manned 
space flight in April 1961 - less 
than a month before Mercury 
astronaut Alan Shepard, went up 

in his spacecraft, 
the Freedom 7.

By then, the 
hustle for celes-
tial superiority 

was ramped up with a zing, but the 
U.S. continued to lag - until 1969 
- when NASA’s Apollo astronauts 
Neil Armstrong, Buzz Aldrin and 
Michael Collins took “one giant 
leap for mankind”—and landed on 
the moon.

For more information, the Grate-
ful American Book Prize recom-
mends “Project Mercury: America 
in Space Series,” by Eugen Reichl.

Space race has rocky start for U.S.

The Mercury Project’s one-man capsule.



Page 16  THE BULLETIN   June 29, 2021  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christian life is not easy
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I got saved while attend-
ing a Bible study group in my 
neighborhood. I thought my 
big problems would go away, 
but nothing has changed. It 
makes me wonder if I really got 
saved since my life is still pretty 
messed up? - D.S.

A: Not one account in the Bible 
tells us that living for God will be 
easy. Look at Joseph. He did the 
right thing and fled from temptation 
and ended up in prison.

 Look at the three Hebrews in 
the book of Daniel. They refused 
to worship anyone other than 
Almighty God, and they were 
thrown in the fiery furnace by a 
pagan king.

 David the shepherd boy stood 
before the great giant Goliath and 
said, “I come to you in the name of 
the Lord” (1 Samuel 17:45). 

When we encounter difficulties, 
if we rely on the Lord to strengthen 
us and teach us, He will be with us 
through all, and victory will be won.

There is nothing easy about 
the Christian life. It doesn’t mean 
that Christians cannot have fun 
times, but for Christians, life is 
more about living joyfully no matter 
our circumstances. This is where 

we have the opportunity to show 
others that our strength comes 
from the Lord.

Reflect on Ephesians 6:11: “Put 
on the whole armor of God, that 
you may be able to stand.” Ask the 
Lord to change your sadness into 
joy because He will use every-
thing in your life to make you fit to 
serve Him faithfully. God can take 
anything that happens to us - even 
bad things - and use them to shape 
us and make us into the person He 
desires - if we will let Him. Walk 
with Him and let your light shine.

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

On Saturday, we awakened to 
what has become the norm in Bra-
zoria County -  rain.

It would have been a good day 
to binge-watch home renovation 
shows while sharpening our critiqu-
ing skills, but that was not to be.  
Instead, we did 
what most seniors 
do because we’ve 
lived long enough 
to know their importance - we 
headed to Brenham for a funeral. 

We arrived at the First Baptist 
Church of Brenham, signed the 
Guest Book, and walked into a 
sanctuary full of gray hair, ours 
included, to say, “Until we meet 
again T.K.”  

I was taken back to the first time I 
met T.K. Condron. He was 93 years 
old. Time had stooped the A&M 
Corps’ military erect posture, but 
his presence still filled my office at 
Adult & Teen Challenge Brenham.  

He offered his hand in what 
I learned was his characteristic 
handshake, firm and long. He 
shook hands like he lived. I held 

onto to his large hand that had 
clearly worked for a living and not 
wanting to offend, held on for those 
awkward moments waiting for his 
release.  

He was there with food from 
Bread Partners food pantry to serve 
the men living in the residential 
facility who were trying to find 

purpose outside 
a life of addictive 
behaviors. He 
showed up fre-

quently, and as our friendship grew, 
I began to uncover the far-reaching 
heart of this gentle giant of a man.

He thought the world would be a 
much better place if others did the 
same. He never considered this 
as anything special on his part, he 
simple fed the hungry. He didn’t do 
this to show who he was, he simply 
did it because of whose he was - 
the Lord’s.  

At the funeral, I learned T.K. 
was a student at Texas A&M in 
the 1940s. He was at a movie that 
December day in 1941 when the 
world stopped with the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor.  

He did what honorable men do; 

he enlisted in the Army. He wanted 
to serve the country he loved and 
requested a combat assignment but 
never got out of the U.S. 

His gift of organization was 
recognized, and he received the 
assignment of food coordination for 
all the troops.  

Privately he would tell his grand-
children, “If it’s in your freezer, most 
likely we developed the process.”  

The food distribution center was 
in Indianapolis, and it was there 
he met the one love of his life, 
Christine. He married her, brought 
her to Texas, and loved her without 
ceasing for 70 years.  

They filled their “slice of heaven” 
with kids and grandkids, but in 2007 
he knew something was not the 
same with his beloved Chris, as he 
affectionally called her. Dementia 
began the slow process of taking 
her farther from him every day.  

He painfully learned to do all 
the things she had once done so 
effortlessly. 

After eight years of holding on to 
her, she slipped from this world and 
away from him. He was left with an 
empty house and bittersweet mem-

T.K. lost whom he loved most, focused on helping others

Chasing the Creator

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

The West Columbia Church of Christ has a website, and you are invited to visit it as 
often as you can.  The address to the site is as follows:

http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com
When you visit our website you will find many study resources available for your use 

and all of it is completely free of charge.  Every Bible study that you find on the page, 
whether articles, short tracts, or study outlines, are in pdf format, which means all com-
puters can read and download the material.

Feel free to download and print the lessons for a more leisurely study or read and study 
them from your computer.  The only thing we urge is that you always study each with 
your Bible to ensure that you are reading the truth.  We would never publish anything we 
didn’t believe is the truth, but you are responsible to verify the truth with your own Bible.  
Man’s words written on a computer or a piece of paper have no value for your soul, but 
the word of God is what will save you (John 17:17; 8:32; 2 Peter 1:3; 2 Timothy 3:16-
17).

If you have any questions about the Bible, please call the number supplied in this bulle-
tin and on the website.

Visit Our Website!

ories of a woman who had filled his 
world.  

He knew there would never be 
another one like her, and with a 
heart of compassion, he threw 
himself into helping others.     

T.K. understood the positive 
effect of giving to others and the 
negative effect of wanting others 
to give to you. That’s exactly what 
the men at Adult & Teen Chal-
lenge needed. With the intention 
of training the men to look beyond 
themselves.

We created an annual award to 
recognize a citizen who serves the 
community. T.K. epitomized the 

award, and we wanted to name it 
after him. He refused, saying there 
were way more people deserv-
ing than he. It took quite a bit of 
convincing, and he eventually grew 
comfortable presenting the award 
each year.  

I am proud to have known this 
gentle giant. He was a humble 
man, and that was a big part of his 
greatness. In typical T.K. fashion, 
he gave his granddaughter, Shan-
non Deer, explicit instructions for 
his eulogy: “Don’t go talking so big 
about me that you’ll have to open 
the casket to see who you’re talking 
about!” Until we meet again, T.K.
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CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick BrooksColumbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All mens 
are subject to change due to shortages 
and/or donations. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Transportation to the 
center available - ca before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, June 30: Fired fish, 
savory fries, pinto beans, carrots, slaw, 
hush puppies, dessert.

Thursday, July 1: Chicken-fried 
steak, gravy, cheese potatoes, green 

beans, biscuits, peaches & cottage 
cheese, dessert.

Friday, July 2: Salisbury steak, 
beets, mixed vegetables, pea salad, 
sliced bread, dessert. 

Happy Independence Day, 
Sunday, July 4th!

Monday, July 5 - CLOSED. 
Holiday.

Tuesday, July 6 - BBQ Sausage, 
chili beans, cheese broccoli, water-
melon, cornbread, dessert.

DID YOU KNOW ?
• There were never any dinosaurs in Florida. The peninsula was sub-

merged underwater until millions of years after they went extinct.
• As your brain gets used to alcohol, it tries to restore itself to a healthy 

state. When the alcohol suddenly wears off, it has to readjust again, causing 
the shakes and increased anxiety.

• On average, people born during the summer months tend to be the 
tallest.

• A “French Kiss” is called an “English Kiss” in France.
• The sun is actually white, but Earth’s atmosphere makes it look yellow.
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your mark without ruffling any-
body’s feathers. Avoid personality 
conflicts by waiting for someone to 
approach you rather than making 
the first move. Be philosophical 
and tolerant of other viewpoints.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Get by with a little help from your 
friends. If you stick to the facts, 
you should fit in with any group 
that gathers to discuss mutual 
interests. Use sound business 
tactics for the greatest financial 
success in the week ahead.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): In 
the upcoming week, you might 
make your working conditions 
more comfortable and earn a few 
gold stars from the boss. You 
probably have a sense of how 
things ought to be and can effec-
tively improve your surroundings.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
As the week unfolds, you may be 
blessed with unexpected sup-
port that helps you achieve your 
career goals. If you demonstrate 
your affection and give loved ones 
the benefit of the doubt, you can 
grow closer.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Using charm and easygoing 
ways can make the going easier. 
Your career ambitions could take 
second place behind your hopes 
and dreams for your family. Focus 
on making your loved ones feel 
special this week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
With positive thinking, you can 
be an inspiration to others. Your 
network of contacts should be 
there to support you whenever the 
going gets tough. Well-researched 
information can help you reach 
your goals this week.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
You’ll likely prove to be a wily 
adversary when challenged to a 
battle of wits. Focus on building a 
nest egg.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Call in favors in the week ahead. 
Friends and well-wishers will 
probably be happy to lend a hand 
so you can work toward making 
dreams come true. A chance 
to greatly improve your circum-
stances might arrive early in the 
upcoming week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Make 

21): In the week to come, your 
vision of how things should 
be may be altered. You could 
be bombarded by unexpected 
changes that you should accept 
with good grace. By accepting 
something new, you may improve 
the outcome.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): The results will likely be in 
direct proportion to the effort you 
put forth. Co-workers and clients 
should respect you when you offer 
practical solutions. Your partner 
or a loved one can offer the best 
advice.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Persistence and a strong work 
ethic will bring abundance faster 
than betting on lucky numbers. 
When it comes to handling your 
money, you may experience more 
than your usual share of good luck 
through intelligent planning.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
It’s never too late to be your best. 
Embrace an opportunity that 
arrives in the week ahead, as it 
can lead to a higher level of con-
tentment. Romantic meetings can 
sustain your highest expectations.

Bulletin horoscope

June 29
1652 - Massachusetts declared 

itself an independent common-
wealth.

1767 - The British Parliament 
approved the Townshend Revenue 
Acts. The acts imposed import 
duties on glass, lead, paint, paper 
and tea shipped to America. This 
was probably a tactical mistake, 
judging from what followed.

1941 - Joe DiMaggio got a base 
hit in his 42nd consecutive game. 
He broke George Sisler’s record 
from 1922.

 June 30
1908 - A meteor explosion in 

Siberia knocked down trees in a 
40-mile radius and struck people 
unconscious some 40 miles away.

1934 - Adolf Hitler purged the 
Nazi Party by destroying the SA 
and bringing to power the SS in the 
“Night of the Long Knives.”

July 1
1909 - Thomas Edison began 

commercially manufacturing his new 
“A” type alkaline storage batteries.

1943 - The U.S. Government 
began automatically withholding 
federal income tax from paychecks.

1948 - The price of a subway ride 
in New York City was increased from 
5 cents to 10. And it stayed there 
until the late 1960s.

July 2
1937 - American aviation pioneer 

Amelia Earhart disappeared in the 
Central Pacific during an attempt to 
fly around the world at the equator.

1944 - American bombers, as part 
of Operation Gardening, dropped 
land mines, leaflets and bombs on 
German-occupied Budapest. Then 
the bombing continued for 51 days.

1964 - U.S. President Johnson 
signed the “Civil Rights Act of 1964” 
into law. 

1976 - North Vietnam and South 
Vietnam were reunited.

July 3
1945 - The first civilian passen-

ger car built since February 1942 
was driven off the assembly line at 
the Ford Motor Company plant in 
Detroit, MI. Production had been 

diverted due to World War II.
July 4

1776 - The amended Declara-
tion of Independence, prepared by 
Thomas Jefferson, was approved 
and signed by John Hancock, the 
President of the Continental Con-
gress in America. 

2004 - In New York, the corner-
stone of the Freedom Tower (One 
World Trade Center) was laid on the 
former World Trade Center site.

2009 - The Statue of Liberty’s 
crown reopened to visitors. It had 
been closed to the public since 
2001.

July 5
1947 - Larry Doby signed a 

contract with the Cleveland Indians, 
becoming the first black player in 
the American League.

1950 - U.S. forces engaged the 
North Koreans for the first time at 
Osan, South Korea.

1975 - Arthur Ashe became the 
first black man to win a Wimble-
don singles title when he defeated 
Jimmy Connors.

History of the World On This Day

Tribune Media Services

Jumbles: ABOVE  HEFTY  ADRIFT  WICKER
Answers: When asked if she wanted a ring made of gold or silver, she said - EITHER “ORE”
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COLOR
Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Poets
6 Ocean breaker
10 Former Iranian ruler
14 From another planet
15 Golfer’s club selection
16 Golfer’s target
17 What the star gets on a marquee
19 Express checkout lane unit
20 “__ Haw”
21 Contemptuous manner, in slang

22 “Pet” annoyance
23 Dejected
26 Wrap tightly, as in bandages
30 Poker holding
31 Charged atoms
32 Madame of physics
34 Guy’s partner
37 Level of optimal accomplishment
41 Bygone jet, briefly
42 Act with passion
43 Caution

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 44 Song at the Met
45 Like most peanuts
47 Meeting of world leaders
52 Name on rented trailers
53 Lane with a nose for news
54 Pasta suffix
57 Dirt road grooves
58 Honorable ... and like the starts 

of 17-, 23-, 37- and 47-Across
61 Emancipated
62 Pigmented eye layer
63 Watchdog warning
64 Part of NIMBY
65 Swiss capital
66 Foul, weather-wise

Down
1 It’s drawn in a tub
2 Natural skin soother
3 Unlike green tomatoes
4 Star of the ball
5 Tattletale
6 Witty Oscar
7 Astrological Ram
8 Maria __ Trapp
9 Subj. with grammar
10 Handheld riot gear
11 Marriott facility
12 Advil competitor
13 Macho guys
18 Tempt
22 “The Hunger Games” nation
24 Severe pang
25 Carnival
26 Drinks that make a drink last
27 Troubles
28 Vet sch. course
29 Disdainful click
32 Zagreb native
33 N.Y.-based educators’ union
34 Insect in a dusk swarm
35 Realtor’s lot unit
36 Allow to borrow
38 Danger
39 Give out
40 Tapered tool
44 Tickled
45 Less than 1%?
46 Give, as homework
47 Like the beach during a storm
48 “Star Trek” lieutenant
49 Alma __
50 Rags-to-riches author Horatio
51 Lindsay who played Liz in “Liz 

& Dick”
54 Wedding promises
55 Mature eft
56 Relaxed way to sit by
58 O’Hare, for United Airlines
59 “__ been thinking ... “
60 Org. promoting hunter safety
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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