
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

When the Academy Award for 
Best Documentary went to a film 
about an octopus, I could only shake 
my head.

The Oscars, it seemed, were 
getting weirder every year.

Having never heard of Netflix’s 
“My Octopus Teacher,” I did some 
Oscar night research. 

According to promotional material, 
the documentary is about “a film-
maker forging an unusual friendship 
with an octopus living in a South 
African kelp forest, learning as the 
animal shares the mysteries of her 
world.” 

Sound ridiculous?  That is what I 
thought … at first.

The filmmaker, South African 
Craig Foster, felt his family life 
was suffering due to a high-stress 
lifestyle. 

He decides to seek solace in a 
cove he had explored as a child.  
He has an encounter with a female 
octopus and decides to devote a 
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We have partnered with Moody Gardens to bring you our first post-Covid ticket give-away contest. The Bulletin 
is giving two tickets each ($72 value) to three winners to the Moody Gardens Aquarium on Galveston Island. 
To enter, just fill out this form and mail it in to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516. You can also 
enter by email: john.bulletin@gmail.com, and by fax: 866-844-5288.  Winners will be mailed the ticket vouch-
ers, and their names will be announced in the Aug. 3 issue. Good luck. Entry deadline is 5 p.m., July 28. One 
entry per person, please. Employees of The Bulletin or their families are not eligible, obviously. Winners will be 
selected at random by the Bulletin staff. This is the only issue in which the entry coupon will be published.
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That car may 
not be for sale

We had Lassie; 
today’s youth 
has – octopus

The View from My Seat

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I like old cars. Once I buy one, I 
have a hard time selling it.

“How much for this one?” asked 
the stranger who knocked on my 
door, interested in buying one of the 
cars parked on my lot. He was point-
ing at the 1999 Cadillac DeVille.

“I don’t know. I wasn’t planning 
to sell it. How about what I bought 
it for?”

I quoted him the amount and 
pointed out all the things I have 
done to it. Yes, it looked ghetto 

because it’s been sitting out there 
for a while. I hadn’t gotten around 
to driving it. I won’t print the asking 
price, but it was reasonable, and it 
didn’t even begin to recoup what I 
have sunk into it over the years.

“That’s too much,” said the unso-
licited customer. “How much for the 
green one?”

He pointed at the legendary 1995 
Dodge Caravan.

“I don’t think I want to sell it,” I 
replied.

“Why not?”
That did it. Now he had to hear 

all the reasons, which took a while. 
I was in the middle of telling him 
about the time my younger son, 
Bobby, learned to drive in it on a 
straight country road.

The potential buyer tried to head 
towards his car before I got to the 
part about when the road curved.

“He had a death grip on that 
steering wheel,” but then he just 
steered into the turn and everything 
was fine,” I continued my story.

He was apparently not a Bulletin 
reader, which was one strike against 
him right away. Otherwise, he would 

Ramblings

American exceptionalism thrives among naturalized citizens 
By Tom Purcell
Special to the Bulletin

You can become an American 
citizen by being born in the U.S., 
or you can become one by getting 
“naturalized.”

Becoming naturalized is a heck 
of a lot harder.

It not only means having to meet 
all the legal and residency require-
ments Congress has established, 
it means passing a U.S. civics test 
that would stump a random cable-
news talk show host.

Sadly, based on the results of 

the civics test they take, naturalized 
American immigrants understand 
the uniqueness of their adopted 
country better than many native-
born Americans.

The civics test is an oral exam 
during which a U.S. Citizenship and 
Immigration Service (USCIS) officer 
asks test-takers 10 questions from 
a list of 100 possible questions. 
A passing score requires that six 
out of 10 questions are answered 
correctly.

Typical questions include: “What 
does the U.S. Constitution do,” 

“Name one right or freedom of the 
First Amendment,” “How many rep-
resentatives are in the U.S. House?” 
and so on.

Immigrants in the naturalization 
process routinely pass the test 91% 
of the time, demonstrating their 
strong understanding of our history, 
the functions of our government and 
the duties of being an American 
citizen.

Meanwhile, according to a recent 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellow-
ship Foundation survey, only 40% of 

How I ended up approving movie scripts for Texaco
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Recently, a new Netflix series 
about Tejano legend Selena Quin-
tanilla–Perez’s life came on TV.

 I mentioned to John Toth 
(Bulletin Co-Publisher) that when I 
worked for Texaco, one of my jobs 
was to approve movie scripts uti-
lizing Texaco product placement. 
One of the two scripts I approved 
was the original “Selena” movie. 

John said that my readers might 
enjoy a story about that, so this 
week I’ll give you a window into 
the circumstance that led up to it.

I’ve wanted to write since I was 
a kid, and Mom “suggested” that 

we write a journal of our day trips 
in the spring and summer. After 
graduating college, I wanted to be 
a reporter, but that wasn’t going to 
be. I taught English and Journalism 
for three years. That was not what I 
wanted. 

I moved on. I worked in a stock 
brokerage, and then a geological 
services company locating surveys, 
oil wells and spinning shot points. 
(Shot points are the locations of 
seismic tests.) I kept looking and 
wrangled an interview at KHOU for 
a news writer. 

The news director wasn’t there 
for the interview, so they substi-
tuted Ray Miller, the man who used 
to do “The Eyes of Texas” show 
years ago. I was starstruck.

 I had sent in a sample of my 
writing, and I remember him telling 
me that I could write, but I had no 
camera presence.

 I was so young and green, 
weighing in at about 98 pounds 
soaking wet and still wearing 
braces; he was right. He thanked 
me for my time, and I left.

I didn’t want to present the news 
on TV – just wanted to write it.

When the geological services 

Memories are made of this
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Saving for a rainy day hard at these places

Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

July 21
1911 - The temperature at Painter, 

WY., dipped to 10 degrees to equal 
the record low for July for the conti-
nental U.S.

July 22
1918 - A single bolt of lightning 

struck 504 sheep dead in their 
tracks at the Wasatch National 
Forest in Utah. Sheep often herd 
together in storms, and as a result, 
the shock from the lightning bolt 
was passed from one animal to 
another.

July 23
1788 - A weather diary kept 

by George Washington recorded 
that the center of a hurricane 
passed directly over his Mount 
Vernon home. The hurricane 
crossed eastern North Carolina 
and Virginia before moving into the 
Central Appalachians. Norfolk, VA., 
reported houses destroyed, trees 
uprooted, and crops leveled.

July 24
1980 - Claudette, a weak tropical 

storm, deluged southeastern Texas 
with torrential rains. The Houston 
suburb of Alvin received 43 inches, 
a 24 hour record for the U.S.

July 25
1956 - The Andrea Doria sank in 

dense fog near Nantucket Lightship, 
MA. The ship was rammed by the 
Swedish-American liner, Stockholm,  
45 miles off the coast of Massachu-
setts. Fifty-two persons drowned, or 
were killed by the impact.

After all this rain, we at The Bulletin want to make you feel better. But 
compared to other parts of the world, it was a mere drop in the bucket.

Cherrapunji, India, holds the world record for two-day (48-hour) rainfall, 
with 98.15 inches recorded on June 15-16 in 1995.

Meghalaya, India, is reportedly the rainiest spot on Earth. The village of 
Mawsynram in Meghalaya receives 467 inches of rain per year. The world 
record for 24 horus is 71.8 inches of rain in Foc-Foc, La Réunion, an island 
in the southern Indian Ocean.

JULY 21 JULY 22 JULY 23 JULY 24 JULY 25 JULY 26 JULY 27



Snell Memorial Foundation, which 
develops helmet safety standards. 
(No, the helmets are not themselves 
bulletproof.)

Head-on-head collisions can 
impart upwards of 1000 g’s (decel-
erations) to a player’s helmet, with 
maybe 80-100 g’s getting through 
to the head even after the helmet 
braking forces.

 It’s as if the 10-pound head 
weighed half a ton! Such forces 
would be lethal except they’re 
applied for mere thousandths of a 
second. (By comparison, a test pilot 
might experience 6-8 g’s.)

  Still, some hits are real 
“bell-ringers”: The player’s skull is 
rapidly decelerated, and his brain-- 
in cushioning fluid - suffers bruising 
or whiplash!

More of the force could be 
absorbed for safety if the helmet 
liner collapsed, but that’s not the 
way with football or ice hockey 
helmets, designed to take repeated 
hits, says Jasper Shealy of the 
Rochester Institute of Technology. 

For skiing, biking and motor 
sports, “sacrificial” single-hit helmets 
have liners that crush or fragment 
on impact, damping the force of a 
severe blow.

But if the latter were used in 
football, you’d see players replacing 
their helmets after almost every hit.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Two heads are not always 
better than one

Q. Did the famous Two-Headed 
Boy of Bengal (1783) really have 
two heads?

A. So terrified of his appearance 
was the midwife in the village of 
Mundal Gait that she threw the baby 
into the fire, says Jan Bondeson in 
“A Cabinet of Medical Curiosities.” 
He survived with burns, and his 
parents later put him on exhibition 
for money, drawing large crowds all 
over India.

The two heads were of the same 
size, joined at the crown, the upper 
inverted and ending in a necklike 
stump.

When the boy cried or smiled, the 
upper head would not always join 
in; a pinch to the cheek produced a 
grimace; when given a breast, the 
“parasitic” head would try to suck.

Though his lower head and 
body were normal, the upper head 
bore many anomalies: no corneal 
reflexes and weak reaction to light, 
no pulsations in the temporal arter-
ies, small tongue, ears malformed.

 Only one jaw worked, tears and 
saliva were plentiful. “When the 
child slept, the eyes of the parasitic 
head could be observed to be open 
and moving.”

Though emaciated, the boy was 
in general good health. Alas, his 
short life ended when he was bitten 
by a cobra. An autopsy revealed 
two distinct brains, much like certain 
conjoined twins (craniopagus).

“Had the Two-Headed Boy lived 
today, it would have been relatively 
easy to resect the parasite and 
enable the boy to lead a near-nor-
mal life, at least if the legal status of 
the second head, showing indepen-
dent life, could be resolved.”

Why does it rain so much on 
weekends?

Q. Why does it always seem to 
rain on weekends? Just selective 
perception, or is Mother Nature 
perverse?

A. Figures show it really does 
tend to rain on Sundays, at least 
along the East Coast of the U.S. 
- 22% more than on Mondays, 
going all the way back to 1946, 
says David S. Moore in “Statistics: 
Concepts and Controversies.” 
The likely reason? Heavy pollution 
from the week seeds the clouds, 
leading to rainfall a few days later 
on Sunday. At least the rain might 
help clear the air, so you breathe a 
little easier, come sunny Tuesday or 
Wednesday.

What protects football 
players from massive 

injuries?
Q. On football kickoffs, oppos-

ing players fly at each other 
madly, at speeds around 30 mph 
between them. What keeps them 
from getting injured (usually)?

A. Two things basically: (1) 
collisions that are generally more 
glancing than head on, and (2) 
the modern football helmet, with 
rubber foam cushioning inside a 
plastic shell made of stuff used in 
bulletproof shields, says Edward 
Becker, executive director of the 

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please 

tell your friends 
about us or pick 

up extra copies for 
them. Please let our 

advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

CAN’T YOU SEE THAT I’VE 
MOVED ON?: In an effort to make 
her ex-boyfriend jealous, a woman 
in Frankfurt, Germany, faked an 
elaborate wedding, renting an 
exclusive reception hall and using 
her friends to play bridesmaids. 
She posed for pictures with her 
groom-for-hire, which she posted to 
her Instagram, so her ex would see 
them. She said he texted her the 
next day, “and freaked out. He came 
to my house and wanted to talk. I 
wasn’t interested.” 

O.K., A CHEESBURGER, A 
COKE … WHY AREN’T YOU 
WRITING THIS DOWN?: A 
woman pulled into the drive-thru 
lane at a McDonald’s in North York-
shire, England, even though it was 
closed and cordoned off, and she 
was so drunk that she tried to order 
food from the police officer who 
came to arrest her. 

SUDDENLY, THERE WERE 
COPS EVERYWHERE: A sus-
pected drug dealer, being chased 
by the Thames Valley Police in 
England, jumped out of his car 
and ran into a building to hide, not 

realizing that it was the Aylesbury 
Police Station. 

WELL, SHE WON’T BE 
NEEDING IT, OFFICER: A 
healthcare worker at a hospital in 
Birmingham, England, used a dead 
patient’s bank card to buy snacks 
from a vending machine 17 minutes 
after she died. 

HONEY, I’M GOING TO GET 
VACCINATED; DON’T WAIT 
UP: The Zanzibar Tavern, a strip 
joint in Toronto, is now providing 
COVID-19 vaccines. No appoint-
ment necessary. 

WAKEY, WAKEY, EGGS 
AND BAKEY: A drunken 19-year-
old broke into a Milwaukee Airbnb 
that had been rented by Montana 
sheriff’s deputies who were in town 
for special law enforcement training. 
The deputies were sleeping at the 
time and later found the intruder 
sound asleep upstairs. They said 
the teen stumbled into the wrong 
home and had no idea where he 
was or where he had come from. 

TRY AND STOP ME, OLD 
MAN! … WHAM!: A young punk 
broke into the home of a 73-year-old 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

man and threatened him and his 
wife with a knife. Unfortunately for 
this young man, his intended victim 
was a boxer and a former Marine 
hand-to-hand combat instructor. A 
beating subsequently occurred. 

NOW THE WHOLE TOWN 
SMELLS LIKE BREAKFAST: 
A massive fire engulfed a dairy 
warehouse complex and sent 10 to 
15 million pounds of melted govern-
ment surplus butter, flowing like a 
burning river through the streets of 

Madison, Wisc. The butter had been 
piled six stories high in one of the 
buildings. 

OH, WAS THIS YOURS, 
SHERIFF? SORRY: A woman 
stole a black Chevrolet Tahoe, 
which had been issued to the 
Guilford County sheriff, from in front 
of the police station in Greensboro, 
N.C. The Tahoe was unmarked, so 
she may not have known that it was 
a police vehicle. She was arrested a 
short time later.

Angleton Manor

*See office for details

www.angletonmanorapts.com

.SPACIOUS ONE/TWO BR. FLOORPLANS

.ALL ELECTRIC KITCHENS

.WASHER/DRYER CONNECTIONS

.WOOD-STYLE FLOORING

.SPARKLING SWIMMING POOL

1100 Buchta Rd., Angleton, TX . 979-849-0115

B’port College Fall registration schedule
The Fall 2021 semester is rapidly approaching, and Brazosport College 

has made it easy to register for classes.
For those seeking individual in-person assistance, Brazosport College is 

offering One-Stop Registration through Friday, July 23 at the Dow Academic 
Center at Brazosport College.

One-Stop Registration will be open from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Monday 
through Thursday, and 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. on Friday.

These sessions will provide an opportunity to get individual assistance 
with all College enrollment needs. College staff will be available to assist 
with application, advising and counseling, enrollment, financial aid, payment 
options, IT and student service opportunities.

Opportunities to receive the Bacterial Meningitis vaccination will also be 
available during this upcoming One-Stop Registration session. Students 
are encouraged to complete an application, which can be found at www.
applytexas.org, before coming to a One-Stop Registration session. Students 
should also bring a picture ID, proof of address, copies of transcripts and 
disability paperwork, if applicable.

For more information about Brazosport College, visit brazosport.edu or 
call (979) 230-3000. The College will hold a final week of One-Stop Regis-
tration on August 23-27. 

Brazosport College offices that provide support services to students are 
also available during normal operating hours. Fall classes start Aug. 30.
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The Bulletin can work with you to come up with an 
affordable advertising package. Please call (979) 
849-5407 to speak to one of our friendly sales 
representatives.

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

CITIZENS (From Page 1)

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

native born Americans can pass the 
same test — a worrisome finding 
for a representative republic that 
requires informed and engaged 
voters so it may thrive.

In 2020, the Trump administration 
made the U.S. civics test harder.

Test-takers were asked 20 
questions from a broadened list of 
128 possible questions like “Name 
one of the many things Benjamin 
Franklin was famous for” and “Name 
an American innovation.”

Critics warned that the failure 
rate would increase, making the 
legal path to citizenship harder, but 
it didn’t.

The immigrants’ pass rate 
increased to upwards of 95%. (The 
Biden administration has since 
repealed the 2020 test and reverted 
to the prior 10-question test.)

How can we make native-born 

Americans as passionate to learn 
and understand the basic workings 
of their government as newcomers?

The Woodrow Wilson Foundation 
believes that the traditional method 
of teaching American history — 
“memorization of dates, names 
and events” — is the crux of the 
problem.

To address the challenge, the 
foundation has created the Amer-
ican History Initiative that will use 
interactive, digital tools — games, 
videos and graphic novels to make 
American history more engaging to 
young and old.

Such initiatives are to be 
applauded, and we better hope they 
produce millions of well-informed 
young people who understand the 
uniqueness of a country founded 
upon the moral and political princi-
ples of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence.

We are a country of individuals 

who are not to be divided by our dif-
ferences but who should be unified 
by our fundamental rights to life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness.

Our government was designed to 
protect these basic human free-
doms, and our duty as citizens is to 
make sure our government doesn’t 
take our rights away.

It’s too bad so few native-born 
Americans are aware of this sacred 
duty to themselves and their 
children.

The passion of naturalized citi-
zens for their new country should 
renew the desire of the rest of us to 
better understand and appreciate 
our many blessings and motivate us 
to become better Americans.

(Copyright 2021 Tom Purcell. 
Tom Purcell is an author and humor 
columnist for the Pittsburgh Tri-
bune-Review. Email him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.)
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

Jesus told a parable about a wealthy farmer whose ground “yielded plentifully” (Luke 12:16).  
At harvest time he resolved to build larger barns to store his crops; enough to see him through 
many years; and then he planned to take his ease, and “eat, drink, and be merry” (vs. 19).  God 
chastised the man for his misplaced priorities.  God said:  “Fool!  This night your soul will be 
required of you; then whose will those things be which you have provided?” (vs. 20).  The man’s 
mistake was in thinking only about his material things and the ease of his current life.  He was 
only concerned about his immediate future, and not about his eternal soul.  Truly, a man is a fool 
who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God (vs. 21).

Let me ask you this question:  If you were to die today, where would you be tomorrow?  Would 
you be in paradise with poor Lazarus awaiting the final judgment and your reward of heaven, or 
would you be in torment with the rich man, desperate for the merest drop of water to cool your 
tongue, while you await eternal damnation (see:  Luke 16:19-31)?  This is the only question that 
really matters in life. 

Will you spend the rest of your life obsessing about things that are of little consequence, or will 
you prepare yourself for the day of judgment (2 Corinthians 5:10)?   Please join us this week if 
your desire is to go to heaven.  Let us study the Bible together, while we have the time.

This Night Your Soul Is Required Of You

already be familiar with my green 
van stories, like the time it started 
smoking from the engine during 
a traffic stop and got me out of a 
ticket.

It was a minor problem and was 
fixed easily, but it looked dramatic. 
The officer backed away from the 
window and just asked me to signal 
next time I made a turn. Then he left 
in a hurry, and I didn’t get a chance 
to tell him that I did signal my turn.

The man wasn’t interested in 

buying any of the cars anymore. He 
again started heading back to his 
car. I could have sworn that he was 
running, but others said that he was 
just speed walking.

I wanted to ask him if he’s seen 
an old VW minibus that was in 
decent shape and affordable, but 
he drove off before I could catch up 
with him. 

Some people just don’t appreci-
ate good stories behind old cars. 
Each car has many of them, but 
they disappear at the trade-in for 
a shiny, new computer on wheels 

- until that gets old enough to be 
traded in.

I look at the green van, and I see 
the kids at baseball practice, tennis 
matches, Little League games 
(where it once got a baseball 
embedded in its windshield) and 
on the way to Orlando, Florida, and 
back.

I don’t see a “for sale” sign on 
it as long as I am alive, and I may 
even put in my will that it cannot be 
sold but must be handed down and 
preserved for generations to come. 

The rest of the cars can go, 
with possibly the exception of the 
Cadillac. It is a smooth machine 
that feels like it floats above the 
ground. Its hood ornament way out 
there in front of me glistens in the 
sun. Maybe that one will also be 
protected in my will.

After the unsolicited customer 
made his quick exit, I sat outside for 
a while to see if anyone else would 
come around trying to buy a car 
from me. I had some more stories 
to tell.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Parents need to put their house in order
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I have just buried my 
father, who had been widowed 
for many years. My father had 
always been a good business-
man, but he had not put his 
personal affairs in order. My wife 
and I are beginning to think of 
“putting our house in order,” to 
prevent our children from going 
through the same difficulties, 
but we aren’t quite sure how to 
do it. -- P.D.

A: A young minister asked his 
wife, “What if I died suddenly, what 
would you do?” He didn’t ask how 
she would deal with the grief but 
how she would go through the 
mechanics: Whom she would call, 
where important documents were 
kept, and what arrangements she 
would make. This may not be a 
very enjoyable exercise, but both 
the husband and the wife said 
this mock rehearsal gave them a 
peace of mind and an openness of 
communication they hadn’t experi-
enced before they set their “house 
in order.” In their 30s, they took 
care of what many people leave 
until old age.

Parents can prevent heartaches 
for their families by planning ahead 
and taking care of the business of 
life.

More important, the Bible 
speaks of planning in this life and 

for the afterlife. The Old Testament 
prophet delivered a tough message 
from God to King Hezekiah, “Put 
your house in order, because you 
are going to die” (Isaiah 38:1, NIV). 
That crisp command brings into 
sharp focus the most vital aspect 
of life: preparing for life after death 
- eternity. Everything else should 
be secondary. Everyone someday 
will die.

Jesus Christ was the Master 
Realist when He urged people to 
prepare for death, which was cer-
tain to come. Do not worry, said the 
Lord, about the death of the body, 
but rather concern yourself with the 
eternal death of the soul.

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
may change. Meals on wheels - call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals - call before 8 a.m. Take-out 
- call before 10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. 
pick-up. For transportation to center, 
call before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, July 21: BBQ 
chicken, corn casserole, pinto beans, 
zucchini & tomatoes, pears & cottage 
cheese.

Thursday, July 22: Sweet & sour 

meatballs, rice, corn, green beans, 
coleslaw, garlic sticks, dessert.

Friday, July 23: Enchiladas, Span-
ish rice, red beans, carrots, peaches & 
cottage cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Monday, July 26: Chopped BBQ 
beef, pickles, onions, pinto beans, 
corn, watermelon, bun, dessert.

Tuesday, July 27: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, vegetable medley, 
hominy, peaches & cottage cheese, 
garlic toast, dessert. 

Interesting facts about mosquitoes
• When a male and female 

mosquito meet and decide to 
mate, their wing beats actually 
synchronize to the same speed. 
How romantic.

• That buzzing sound in your 
ear? The one that drives you 
insane? It’s a result of rapid wing 
beating. A mosquito beats its 

wings 300 to 600 times per second.
• When it comes to flying, mosqui-

toes are one of the slowest insects, 
flying only at 1 to 1.5 miles per hour 
(compared to the honeybee, which 
flies up to 15 miles per hour).

• A mosquito needs a few min-
utes to fill up on your blood. How 
can she do that if your blood clots? 

Her spit acts an anticoagulant, 
letting her have a nice, smooth 
flow of blood for her meal. It’s 
the saliva she leaves behind that 
makes you itch.

Not only that, but her spit puts in 
a local anesthetic so you don’t feel 
her feeding. When do you typically 
feel her then? When she’s pulling 
out, after she is done dining, cour-
tesy of your body.
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The Economic Development Alliance for Brazoria County
979-848-0560
www.eda-bc.com

Lorem Ipsum

job went south, I somehow got the 
same kind of a job for Getty Oil, 
which was gobbled up by Texaco 
after my first six months there.

 I stayed in the drafting bull pen 
for years until finally, there was a 
job opening in advertising and sales 
promotion. I applied for it and got it.

 My job there was to create a writ-
ing style for their sales brochures, 
proofread them and route copy to 
the various departments, legal, and 
back to the advertising firm for final 
work.

 I got to take a couple of trips to 
New York City to visit with Texaco 
Corporate and the advertising firm 
they used. I got along well with the 
corporate lawyers and because of 
that, I got a very neat perk in my 
job. 

When movie companies wanted 
to use Texaco’s logo in a movie in 

exchange for something, like free 
gas for the vehicles, someone had 
to approve the movie. For a while 
in the late 1990s, corporate legal 
gave me that task. It was one of 
the best parts of my job.

For a movie to be considered, it 
had to be family oriented and show 
Texaco in a good light.

I started reading a pot-boiler for 
Burt Reynolds, “Wolverton Moun-
tain, based on the 1962 hit song of 
the same name. In the first page of 
the script, I counted the “F” word 
27 times. That was a big, fat NO.

 “Dancer, Texas” was another, 
among several other films, not 
approved. 

However, I did approve two 
scripts – “The Spanish Prisoner”, 
starring Steve Martin and “Selena”, 
featuring Jennifer Lopez.

 In the case of “The Spanish 
Prisoner,” it was a movie about 
a con game. It was interesting, 

and Steve Martin was cast as the 
heavy. That was the one script 
that I could not figure out the plot 
by the end of the second page. It 
had more twists and turns than a 
snake. And it was clean. It comes 
on cable occasionally. Look for it 
and watch it if you get a chance.

The most memorable script I 
approved was “Selena.” I had to 
sign a non-disclosure contract 
before I could read it. I couldn’t 
even let my boss read it. I locked it 
up when I went home at night. 

The producers wanted to put a 
Texaco sign in the beginning of the 
movie, and I think they wanted gas-
oline and some toy Texas banks in 
exchange for product placement.

 The toys, which were for the 
segment showing when the Quint-
anilla family lived in Lake Jackson,  
ended up on the cutting-room floor.

 The movie script had two 
endings. I had to read and approve 

both. They met Texaco’s require-
ments, and I was totally immersed 
in the life of someone I had not 
known until I read the script. 

I didn’t like either of the endings 
or the end of Selena’s life, either. 

I’m especially glad I had the 

opportunity to read this script – I 
would have missed out on some-
thing special.

(Write Janice in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Mail to: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

MOVIES (From Page 1)

Prices God Thru July 27, 2021

The Brazoria Lions Club hosted its scholarship recipients. The recipients 
gave brief synopses of the schools they would be attending and how the 
scholarships are helping them to achieve a higher education. Shown (L to 
R) are James Schurtz (attending Stephen F. Austin, studying film making); 
Brazoria Lions Scholarship Committee Lead, Frank Petteway, Sr.; and 
Garrett Epps (attending Prairie View A &M, majoring in Engineering).

Brazoria Lions host scholarship winners
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PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

Wild West BBQ

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

AWARD WINNING BBQ

2 BBQ
BAKED

POTATOES
TWO SIDES

$1499

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER
$899

The Brazoria County Board of Realtors recently presented a $2,000 
check to the Brazosport College Foundation to be used toward student 
scholarships. Pictured from left are: Blake Peltier, Brazoria County 
Board of Realtors President; Sue Cornell, Brazoria County Board of 
Realtors Secretary/Treasurer; Tricia Easter, Brazoria County Board of 
Realtors Administrative Executive; Jimmie Mason, Brazoria County 
Board of Realtors Past President and Director; and Sherrie Garrett, 
Brazosport College Foundation Development Officer.

Realtors’ board gives to scholarship fund



BUSINESS

Page 10  THE BULLETIN   July 20, 2021     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COLOR
Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

The Brazoria County Library 
System marked 80 years of service 
last month, but there have been 
libraries in the county since the Alvin 
Library was established in 1923, 
followed by Freeport in 1930.

 To help celebrate the eight-plus 
decades of library service in the 
county, the library has created a 
community collection platform to 
upload photographs, scans, writings, 
and audio and visual digital files. We 
encourage county residents to share 
these to help celebrate the impact of 
the libraries, their staff, volunteers, 
activities and events through the 
years.

To contribute pieces to this col-
lection, go to Biblioboard, under the 
eBranch tab on our library webpage: 
https://bcls.lib.tx.us and click the 
“Submit to Project” button or visit 
https://bcls.librariesshare.com/bcls-
80years/

Share memories

National Geographic is 
one of 30+ digital mag-
azines you can read for 
FREE on Flipster using 
your library card! Down-
load the free Flipster 
app or look for it under 
the eBranch tab on our 
webpage: http://bcls.lib.
tx.us

Read magazines 
for free with your 
library card

The Freeport Library has 
reopened to the public. 

Come by to see what we 
have done.



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   July 20, 2021   THE BULLETIN  Page 11

COLOR
OCTOPUS (From Page 1)
year to filming her and learning all 
he could about her.

Foster says the filming taught 
him about the fragility of life and 
humanity’s connection to nature. He 
also says his bond with the octopus 
helped him develop a deeper bond 
with his son. 

I was still skeptical.
I grew up watching television 

when we had animal stars such as 
Lassie, Rin Tin Tin and Fury. 

But to me and many Hollywood 
critics, it is one thing to anthropo-
morphize – or assign human char-
acteristics - to a dog or a horse. 

But bonding with an eight-ten-
tacled cephalopod? An octopus 
seems more creepy than cuddly.

As Oxford professor Amia Srini-
asan wrote in an essay, the octopus 
is probably “the closest we can 
come on earth, to knowing what it 
might be like to encounter intelligent 
aliens.”

How creepy is an octopus? Here 
are some weird characteristics from 
Smithsonian Magazine: 

An octopus has three hearts 
with two of the hearts working 
exclusively to move blood beyond 
the animal’s gills. The third keeps 
circulation flowing for the organs.

Two-thirds of an octopus’ neurons 
reside in it arms, not its head. As a 
result, the arms can problem-solve 
while their owner can do something 
else. 

An octopus has blue blood. To 
survive in the deep ocean, octo-
puses evolved a copper rather than 
an iron-based blood, which turns 
their blood blue.

Mating and parenthood are 
brief affairs for octopuses, who die 
shortly afterward.

After my research, I decided 
I would pass on “My Octopus 
Teacher.”

To my surprise, however, the 
documentary became so popular 
that Harvard assembled scholars to 

help explain why.
For many, according to the 

Harvard Gazette, it was likely the 
perfect pandemic-era antidote, a 
feel-good, otherworldly escape from 
a horrific year. 

Others say the film’s appeal has 
as much to do with its emotional 
weight, the allure of its unlikely, 
non-human star and the filmmaker’s 
perseverance. 

I began thinking I should watch it.
Then one day my daughter and 

grandkids told me they had watched 
a tremendous documentary.  You 
guessed it. It was “My Octopus 
Teacher.”

That did it. I dove in.
 Turns out the motion picture 

academy was right. I was immedi-
ately captivated.

My wife, who doesn’t always 
agree with my viewing tastes, 
paused to watch on her way through 
the room. She stayed the whole 85 
minutes and has watched it several 
times since. 

I am not sure how much I buy into 
the whole bonding with an octopus 
idea, but regardless, “My Octopus 
Teacher” is a beautiful wildlife docu-
mentary that features the full range 
of life’s experiences. 

We see ordinary scenes of the 
octopus just living, eating and 
sleeping, and there are genuinely 
suspenseful scenes of the octopus’ 
attempts to evade predators.

 Aristotle, in his writings on 
animals, thought octopuses were 
stupid, but I marveled at this 
octopus’ cunning as she escapes a 
pajama shark.  

Despite initial reservations, I 
recommend “My Octopus Teacher” 
highly, if for no other reason than it 
shows that the real world is more 
complex and more interesting than 
fiction. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

DID YOU KNOW ?
• The Titanic’s chief baker “fortified” himself with alcohol and survived the 

freezing water for two hours until he found a lifeboat.
• The word “mafia” is never used in the movie version of “The Godfather” 

because the real mafia threatened the producers.
• In Vietnam, the Vietnam War is known as the American War.
• After Beethoven went deaf, he realized that he could attach a metal rod 

to his piano and bite down on it while he played, allowing him to hear pitch 
through the vibrations in his jawbone.

• Only 1 in 4,233 high school football players go on to play professionally.

‘Girlhood of Shakespeare’s Heroines’ opens at Clarion
The women of Shakespeare 

are taking center stage in Brazo-
sport College Theatre’s Summer 
production of “The Girlhood of 
Shakespeare’s Heroines.”

The show will have three perfor-
mances — Friday, July 30; Satur-
day, July 31; and Sunday, August 
1. All three performances will be at 
7 p.m. at The Clarion at Brazosport 

College. 
For more information, email 

onstage@brazosport.edu, call 
(979) 230-3271 or visit brazosport.
edu/theatre.

“The Girlhood of Shakespeare’s 
Heroines” is a comedy in which 
Shakespearean women, or 
modern women cast in Shake-
spearean roles, try to come to 

terms with their identity, their 
mixed feelings about men, and 
their place in the world. “Girlhood” 
offers a funny and compelling 
investigation into how to survive as 
a minor character.

The play, written by prolific play-
wright Don Nigro in 1988, consists 
of five monologues that unite to 
create a singular piece.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Refurbished cabins available for rent
Camp Mohawk County Park is 

thrilled to be offering rental cabins 
again for the first time since Hur-
ricane Harvey, allowing campers 
to rent the Atakapan and Caddo 
cabins for an overnight stay at 
Camp Mohawk. 

The cabins spent weeks under 
water during the storm, and major 

reconstruction and refurbishing 
have made them even better. With 
a stocked fishing pond, nature trail, 
pavilions and play areas, Camp 
Mohawk County Park is a great 
place to take the family.

For more information or to make 
a reservation, call the park at (281) 
581-2319

This is a refurbished cabin for rent at Camp Mohawk County Park.

 The inside of the cabin for rent at Camp Mohawk County Park is shown.

Enjoying Nature Camps this summer

Patty tells the kids about the snakes on display in the office.

Kayaking was fun on the last day of Nature Camp at Camp Mohawk.
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, July 24, 9 a.m. to 
noon: Summer Paddling 
Event #2. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as they hold 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours. Location to be 
announced later. We will need a 
completed liability release form 
for 2021. For information and 
registration, call Mike Mullenweg 
at (979) 864-1152 or email him 
at mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Sunday, August 8, 2:00 
p.m. – 5:00 p.m. History 
Talks – “The Conventions 
of 1836”. Historian Randal 
Hankla leads the discussion 
along the winding path to inde-
pendence and self-governance 
during the political conventions 
of 1836. Watch out for surprises!

 Our History Talks series is 
a discussion based on primary 
research, and crowd participa-
tion is expected. Bring your own 
refreshments. History Talks are 
free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact Ste-
phen F. Austin-Munson Histori-
cal County Park, 41885 SH 288 
Angleton, Texas 77515, at (979) 
849-5965.

Saturday, August 14, 9 a.m. 

to noon: Summer Paddling 
Event #3. Come join the Bra-
zoria Paddlers Club as it holds 
a paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat, or borrow one 
of ours. Location to be announced 
later. We will need a completed 
liability release form for 2021. For 
information and registration, call 
Mike Mullenweg at (979) 864-1152, 
or email him at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com.

Thursday, August 19th, 8 a.m. to 
noon: Volunteer Trail Work-
day. We are excitedly adding 
miles of new multipurpose trails 
to our parks, and you’re invited to 
come along for the ride! Join the 
department’s trail coordinator on 
the third Thursday of each month 
to build and maintain trails in the 
parks. Activities include clearing 
brush, leveling the surface and 
painting and planting signs. Make 
sure to wear sturdy work clothes. 
For more information, and to sign 
up, contact Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979) 864-1152.

Saturday, September 4, 10 a.m. 
to noon: Discover Archery. 
Learn the art of archery with Brazo-
ria County Parks Department staff 
at Camp Mohawk County Park. 

You’ll learn about the history 
of the bow and arrow, how to 
safely handle the equipment, 
and the basic skills you’ll need 
to begin your archery practice. 
After the class, practice your 
skill on our archery range. Bows 
and arrows will be provided. This 
free event is open to participants 
ages seven and above. You 
must complete and turn in our 
department’s archery waiver to 
attend. For information and reg-
istration, call Mike Mullenweg at 
(979) 864-1152 or email him at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Sunday, September 12, 2 
p.m – 5 p.m. Come along for 
a guided tour of gaming 
in early Texas with the 
Texian Legacy Associa-
tion’s very own George 
Rollow. Be sure to keep a firm 
hand on your wallet!

 Our History Talks series is 
a discussion based on primary 
research. Crowd participation 
is expected. Bring your own 
refreshments. History Talks are 
free and open to the public. For 
more information, contact Ste-
phen F. Austin-Munson Historical 
County Park, 41885 SH 288 
Angleton, Texas 77515, at (979) 
849-5965.

Resoft Park increases wetland habitat 
Brazoria County Parks has been 

awarded the 2021 Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Great Texas Birding Grant, 
which will allow the purchase of wet-
lands plants to be anchored around 
the shoreline of the rookery island at 
Resoft County Park near Alvin.

 This will be of double benefit as 

it will give fish and wildlife a much 
needed habitat in the park as well 
as help to stabilize the shoreline of 
the islands. These lakes are great 
for fishing since they are managed 
and stocked, but the lake is in need 
of wetland plants for bird and fish 
habitat.

The rookery island at Resoft County Park near Alvin will get new plants.

The visitor center at San Luis Pass County Park has a new island look.

San Luis Pass County Park gets facelift
If you haven’t dropped by San 

Luis Pass County Park in a while, 
you may not recognize it. 

The visitor center has been 
completely remodeled. The parks 
department has updated its aquar-

iums and stocked them with local 
fish. It has also added cool island-
themed decorations to its offices.  

Best of all, the boat channel has 
been dredged from the boat ramp 
all the way to Cold Pass.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Ancient beverage “mixed” in 

46-Across
5 Dinner beverage “mixed” in 

27-Across
11 Cooking meas.
14 Part of a pot
15 On a smaller scale
16 Bit in a horse’s mouth
17 Air Force Academy city
20 Abbr. between names, perhaps

21 Gulf of __
22 Starkers, on this side of the pond
23 Not fooled by
25 City blight
27 Driver’s aid, once
33 Sneeze syllable
36 It’s a wrap
37 Bond was kicked out of it
38 Fireplace shelf
39 Berkeley sch.
40 Effort

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 41 ESPN MLB analyst
43 Drive
45 Fountain beverage “mixed” in 

17-Across
46 “Give me time to collect myself”
49 Animal rights gp.
50 Make more powerful
54 Gut feeling?
57 Simon Says player
59 That, in Oaxaca
60 Balancing act
64 Artist Yoko
65 Filling out forms, often
66 After-dinner beverage “mixed” in 

60-Across
67 Make a dent in
68 Drove off
69 Costner role

Down
1 Rainforest parrot
2 Mushroom in Asian cuisine
3 World record?
4 “Gloria in Excelsis __”
5 Demands loudly, with “for”
6 Helen of Troy’s mother
7 John Irving’s “__ of the Circus”
8 __ feed: online news aggregator
9 Medium gift
10 Ripped to shreds
11 Honky-__
12 Wise one
13 Condition once called “shell 

shock,” for short
18 Membership list
19 “You found the right guy,” for-

mally
24 Novelist Umberto
25 Go this way and that
26 Actor Cariou
28 City near Seattle
29 Muse for Shelley
30 “The Simpsons” bus driver
31 North of Paris
32 One-named New Ager
33 Spiced tea
34 Cornucopia shape
35 Bassoon kin
42 Profundity
43 Welcome __
44 Mended, in a way
45 “Rugrats” dad
47 __-head: Hell’s Angels insignia
48 Romance novelist Roberts who 

writes mysteries as J.D. Robb
51 Tea variety
52 Computer operators
53 Labor go-with
54 Tiny bit
55 Carano of “Deadpool”
56 Horror movie assistant
57 Lhasa __
58 Soccer great
61 “Go team!”
62 Spanish bear
63 Hosp. staffer
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

EMU  RAVEN  EGRET  ROBIN  HERON  EAGLE  FALCON  CONDOR
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 
may realize that you must commit 
yourself heart and soul to a cause, 
your business or a person. You will 
probably receive plenty of public 
attention for your loyalty and per-
sistence in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Keep 
empathy in your mind, as it can 
improve a relationship. Exerting a bit 
of extra effort during the upcoming 
week should keep your reputation 
shiny, and people will likely hold you 
in high regard.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A 
new friend might open your eyes to 
a fresh assortment of possibilities. 
Friendly flirtations might tweak your 
interest in the upcoming week, or 
joining a club or group could propel 
you into new activities.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
To everything there is a season, so 
stay with your goals. In the week 
ahead, you may have the oppor-
tunity to exercise your creativity, 
revive an interest in a hobby from 
the past or revisit childhood haunts.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
are likely happiest with a congenial 
companion by your side whether 
you are working, running errands 
or spending time on a hobby. Get 
plenty of fresh air, exercise and 
sunshine next week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Focus on keeping an open and alert 
mind during the upcoming week. 
Someone might harbor a personal 
agenda that’s obscured from your 
view. Find out who profits the most 
from impending changes.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Listen carefully to the people who 
encourage you to do your best this 
week. It may be difficult to find time 
to spend with someone you want to 
know better when too many others 
compete for your attention.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Turn away from worries and turn 
back the hands of time. As the week 
unfolds, evolving situations could 
give you a chance to feel like a kid 
again or remind you of the enthusi-
asms of your younger days.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): A thing of real value might 
arrive at your doorstep. Simple con-
versations with family members can 
add to your knowledge of business 
tactics that you can apply to your 
job in the week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Making business connections and 
attending social functions may seem 
important. You’ll know just how to 
put a favorable spin on a money-
making idea and present it to an 
interested party in the week ahead.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You might meet someone who is 
rough and ready or who rocks your 
world. You may not need to be a 
paragon of political correctness or 
exude etiquette to get along with 
others in the week to come.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You might believe in dreams and 
rely on intuitions that defy logic. 
If you hold fast to your ideals and 
principles in the week ahead, you 
shouldn’t make mistakes or regret 
your beliefs.

Bulletin horoscope

July 20
1801 - A 1,235-pound cheese 

ball was pressed at the farm of 
Elisha Brown, Jr. The ball of cheese 
was later loaded on a horse-driven 
wagon and presented to U.S. 
President Thomas Jefferson at the 
White House.

1859 - Brooklyn and New York 
played baseball at Fashion Park 
Race Course on Long Island, N.Y. 
The game marked the first time that 
admission had been charged to see 
a ball game. It cost $.50 to get in, 
and the players on the field did not 
receive a salary until 1863.

July 21
1861 - The first major battle of 

the U.S. Civil War began. It was 
the Battle of Bull Run at Manassas 
Junction, VA. The Confederates 
won the battle.

1954 - The Geneva Conference 
partitioned Vietnam into North Viet-
nam and South Vietnam.

July 22
1376 - The legend of the Pied 

Piper of Hamelin leading rats out 
of town is said to have occurred on 
this date.

1796 - Cleveland was founded by 

General Moses Cleaveland.
1926 - Babe Ruth caught a base-

ball at Mitchell Field in New York. 
The ball had been dropped from an 
airplane flying at 250 feet.

1937 - The U.S. Senate rejected 
President Roosevelt’s proposal to 
add more justices to the Supreme 
Court.

July 23
1886 - Steve Brodie, a New York 

saloonkeeper, claimed to have 
made a daredevil plunge from the 
Brooklyn Bridge into the East River.

1904 - The ice cream cone was 
invented by Charles E. Menches 
during the Louisiana Purchase 
Exposition in St. Louis, MO.

1914 - Austria-Hungary issued 
an ultimatum to Serbia following 
the killing of Archduke Francis 
Ferdinand by a Serb assassin. The 
dispute led to World War I.

July 24
1847 - Richard M. Hoe patented 

the rotary-type printing press.
1948 - Soviet occupation forces 

in Germany blockaded West Berlin. 
The U.S.-British airlift began the 
following day.

1969 - The Apollo 11 astronauts 

splashed down safely in the Pacific 
Ocean.

July 25
1861 - The Crittenden Resolu-

tion, which called for the American 
Civil War to be fought to preserve 
the Union and not for slavery, was 
passed by the U.S. Congress.

1943 - Italian Fascist dictator 
Benito Mussolini was overthrown in 
a coup.

July 26
1775 - A postal system was 

established by the 2nd Continental 
Congress of the United States. 
The first Postmaster General was 
Benjamin Franklin.

1881 - Thomas Edison and 
Patrick Kenny execute a patent 
application for a facsimile telegraph 
(U.S. Pat. 479,184).

1948 - Babe Ruth was seen by 
the public for the last time, when 
he attended the New York City 
premiere of the motion picture, “The 
Babe Ruth Story.”

1978 - Louise Joy Brown, the 
first test-tube baby, was born in 
Oldham, England. She had been 
conceived through in-vitro fertiliza-
tion.

History of the World On This Day
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