
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Roy and I met on a canoe trip.
 When we were dating, and after 

we got married, we went on a lot 
of canoe trips: from day trips, to 
base camping trips, to the premier 
white-water trip in Texas, the lower 
canyons of the Rio Grande.

It occurred to me that maybe cou-
ples who intend to paddle the River 
of Life together should learn to 

paddle the still waters and moving 
waters of Texas first – together.   

Learning to paddle a tandem 
canoe can be compared to plotting 
a life together. First, like canoeing, 
you should define what position in 
this arrangement you will fill.

The bowman sees what’s coming 
up first, keeps the rhythm of the 
forward motion and makes correc-
tive strokes to continue on the path 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The chemistry teacher in my high 
school in 1965 had an ambition.  
He wanted to win an Olympic gold 
medal in the decathlon.

I would watch him train before and 
after school on our school track, a 
solitary figure practicing running, 
jumping and throwing. 

Three years later that teacher 
- Bill Toomey - earned that gold 
medal.

I think of Toomey when the 
Summer Olympics roll around.

Because I had seen how hard an 
athlete must train to earn a moment 
of glory, I am a fervent fan of the 
Olympics. I stay glued to the televi-
sion, often watching sports I don’t 
even understand. 

I am inspired by the winners and 
a sucker for the human-interest 
stories and the high-minded ideals 
the Games represent … even when 
I know deep down they aren’t always 
achieved. 

For sure, these Tokyo Olympics 
are full of challenges. As of this writ-
ing, the Games are progressing, but 
COVID threatens to defeat them.

Still, despite COVID and a history 
of protests, boycotts and terrorism, 
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Web goes down; 
Robotic human 
voice takes over

The View from My Seat

Memories are made of this

By John Toth
The Bulletin

The soothing computer voice on 
the phone told me what I already 
knew - I didn’t have internet.

That’s a nightmare for those of us 
who work at home, but as it turned 
out, the Internet went out on a day 
when I really didn’t need it that 
much, except to get on Facebook 
and watch Netflix and YouTube.

These outages usually last 
for only a short time, so I wasn’t 
worried. It should turn back on any 
minute.

I began to worry into the second 
hour of the outage, so I called 
the AT&T help line. That’s when 
I encountered the nice computer 
voice. 

“I can help you with that,” the 
male voice said, almost like he was 
a human, not just ones and zeros 
bunched together to perform a spe-
cific function - like talking to me.

“A human will not be able to pro-
vide you with any more information,” 
said the voice as it was ready to 
wrap up the call. It might have said 
a person, agent, or someone with a 
brain rather than a solid-state drive.

This computer was trying to 
convince me not to talk to a human 
being who could actually relate to 
my problem more than a bunch of 
soldered-together wires. It was like 
the computer was calling the shots 
and trying to convince me that it 
was the final word concerning my 
problem.

“How long will it take to resolve 
the outage?” I asked.

“That is uncertain right now,” it 
answered. That didn’t help. I hung 

Ramblings

Iconic moments in Summer Olympics history

Roy and Jan canoeing through 
some still and rough waters.

How the older crowd used to handle summer
By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I open the door and surprise - It’s 
raining. It would be more surprising 
if it weren’t.

It seems that it has rained every 
day. The humidity is so high that 
house flies, which I have seen 
more of than in a long while, are 
fighting to get in the door. I have 
two paltry dragonflies that I notice 
in the backyard. I don’t know if that 
is normal, or if the county is doing a 

bang-up job controlling mosquitoes, 
and the dragonflies are looking for 
food elsewhere.

July was my birthday month 
(thank you), and I had to wait until 
the last day (the 31st) to be official. 
We all know what the next day 
brings - August. Teachers go back 
to work; students report on Aug. 
18 in the Angleton schools, and 
there’s the heat. I know we already 
have had “the heat,” but August is 

Austin trip filled with irony, fun food and antacid
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Austin is a city of paradoxes. 
It’s the capital of one of the most 

conservative states in the country 
– a state where you’ll probably feel 
out of place in some localities if 
you don’t conceal a firearm in your 
undergarments, yet Austin is a city 
widely known for its ultra-liberal 
social mores that allow some folks 

to feel comfortable strolling (or stag-
gering) around downtown wearing 
nothing BUT their undergarments – 
if that much.

Speaking of downtown Austin, I 
recently accompanied a friend of 
mine to the state capital, ostensibly 
to help him relocate the contents 
of an office, but it was really just an 
excuse for us to find new ways to 
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Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

August 4
1930 - The temperature at 

Moorefield, WV., soared to 112 
degrees to establish a state 
record, having reached 110 
degrees the previous day. 

August 5
1843 - A spectacular cloudburst 

near Philadelphia turned the small 
creeks and streams entering 
the Delaware River into raging 
torrents. As much as 16 inches of 
rain fell in just three hours. Flood-
ing destroyed 32 county bridges, 
and caused 19 deaths.

August 6
1890 - Thunderstorms left four 

inches of hail covering the ground 
in Adair County and Union County 
in Iowa. The hail drifted into six- 
foot mounds, and in some places 
remained on the ground for 25 
days.

August 7
1984 - El Paso normally 

receives 1.21 inches of rain in 
August. They got it in 45 minutes, 
with four more inches to boot, 
during a storm which left Down-
town El Paso under five feet of 
water.

August 8
1878 - The temperature at 

Denver, CO, soars to an all-time 
record high of 105 degrees.

August 9
1988 - Tropical Storm Beryl 

deluged Biloxi with 6.32 inches of 
rain in 24 hours, and in three days 
drenched Pascagoula, MS. with 
15.85 inches of rain.

AUGUST 4 AUGUST 5 AUGUST 6 AUGUST 7 AUGUST 8 AUGUST 9 AUGUST 10



U.S. House of Representatives he 
stumbled upon a clever proof of 
the famous theorem, that landed 
in “The New England Journal of 
Education.” Today there are more 
than 400 proofs, many ingenious, 
many cumbersome, but all gaining 
their discoverers at least a footnote 
in math history. Can you add your 
own proof?

Why would you even hide 
that hickey?

Q. How do you get rid of a 
hickey - those potentially embar-
rassing reddish or bluish marks 
caused by vigorous kissing, 
sucking or biting?   

A. Brushing one off with a tooth-
brush, putting a metal spoon in the 
freezer then pressing it onto the 
skin, skewering one with a pencil 
eraser that you then twirl, dousing 
with vinegar... fine ideas all, but 
NONE OF THEM WORK, says Prof. 
William Cane in “The Art of Kissing.” 
A hickey is a bruise under the skin, 
and only time will heal it. Mean-
while, extra makeup, a turtleneck or 
a Band-Aid will have to serve. 

Maybe a more penetrating ques-
tion: What are you trying to hide? 
“Hickeys today are something of a 
prized fashion statement, a badge 
of popularity.” There are probably 
more hickey counterfeiters than 
concealers.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

How not to be buried alive
Q. The ancient fear of being 

taken for dead and then buried 
alive has given way today to 
the nightmare of being kept 
alive indefinitely in a coma-
tose state. But aren’t there still 
circumstances where modern 
electrocardiography and electro-
encephalography erroneously fail 
to detect life? 

A. There are cases of severe 
exposure to cold or overdose of bar-
biturates or other drugs in which the 
usual sure indicators may fail, says 
Jan Bondeson in “A Cabinet of Med-
ical Curiosities.” A French medical 
journal told of three suicide attempts 
where barbiturate overdoses led to 
erroneous death diagnoses. In one, 
the victim had “actually recovered 
while laid out in his coffin.” 

A man in Belgium was diagnosed 
as both heart and brain dead after 
severe exposure to cold; later he 
revived after being in a comatose 
state with a low heart rate. News-
paper accounts also tell of people 
waking up on an autopsy table 
following overdoses of drugs while 
outdoors in the cold. 

Bondeson himself once observed 
a woman in the hospital in a coma-
tose state with extremely low body 
temperature.  An alcoholic, she had 
celebrated New Year’s Eve with 
bottles of vodka while out on her 
balcony in freezing cold, and fell 

asleep. “She was well nigh dead 
when brought in, her body tem-
perature far below that considered, 
at the time, consistent with human 
life.” The policemen who brought 
her in considered her as dead. Yet 
the electrocardiogram did reveal a 
heart rate, and gradual warming of 
her blood via a heart-lung machine 
saved her life. Her marked obesity, 
isolating her inner organs, probably 
saved her. “When I told her she had 
cheated the Grim Reaper, hoping 
to wean her from the bottle and 
save her, she declared that she had 
indeed learned a lesson - ‘Never 
again would she drink heavily - 
while seated outside in sub-zero 
temperatures’!”

Pythagorean theorem and 
President Garfield

Q. What do the ancient Greek 
mathematicians Pythagoras and 
Euclid have in common with the 
20th U.S. President James A. 
Garfield (1831-1881)?  

A. All three derived original 
proofs of the “Pythagorean theo-
rem,” which states that for a right 
triangle ABC, side A squared + side 
B squared = side C squared (the 
hypotenuse). Pythagoras and Euclid 
are no surprise, but Garfield?  He 
never studied geometry formally, 
says Alfred S. Posamentier in 
“Math Charmers,” but while in the 

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Hot dogs gained in popularity in 
the United States in the early 20th 
century and are similar to frankfurt-
ers and wieners, which take their 
names from Frankfurt, Germany, 
and Vienna, Austria. 

In the United States, hot dogs 
were traditionally sold at hot dog 
stands and carts and were prom-
inent in New York City, as well as 
Chicago.

Story of the hot dog
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

WHADDAYA GOT THERE, 
PAL!?: A man, wearing an ankle 
monitor because he was under 
house arrest for a drug charge, 
walked into the Killeen Police 
Department in Texas to file a report 
despite the fact that he had multiple 
illegal drugs on his person. An 
officer noticed a large bulging bag 
of marijuana hanging from his jean 
shorts. The cops searched him and 
also found methamphetamine, six 
multi-colored pills and $7,517 in 
cash. 

LOOK OUT, LADIES, HERE 
WE COME: Two men stole 
$1,288.39 worth of anti-balding 
supplements, Nicorette Gum and 
vitamins from a Walmart in Burling-
ton, Wisc. 

THANKS FOR ASKING, BUT 
NO: A 54-year-old man in Green-
wood, S.C., called the 911 police 
emergency several times, insulted 
the dispatcher and finally asked 
her if she would consider posing 
undressed for photographs. She 
declined. He was arrested. 

SOMETIMES YOU SHOULD 
GO WITH YOUR FIRST 

INSTINCT, MA’AM: After a 
woman in Ukraine told her boy-
friend that she wanted to end her 
relationship with him, she agreed to 
his suggestion that they be chained 
together for three months as a test 
of their love. Then, as soon as the 
chains were removed, they broke 
up. They said they couldn’t wait to 
go their separate ways. 

JUST COULDN’T WAIT, 
COULD YOU?: A 52-year-old 
man, involved in a car crash in 
Sydney, Australia, had been banned 
from driving until 2062, when he 
turns 93. :

YOU O.K., MADAM? … OH 
MY!: Rescue services sped to 
Hachinohe in northeastern Honshu, 
Japan, in response to reports of the 
body of woman floating in the water. 
It turned out to be a rubber sex doll. 

WHAT MAKES YOU THINK 
I’VE BEEN DRINKING?: Game 
wardens pulled over a drunk driver 
who cut them off near Lake Waco in 
Texas and then started to drive on 
the wrong side of the road. When 
they approached his pickup truck, 
he was having trouble turning down 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

his music, and, as he fumbled with 
the radio, he handed one of them an 
open beer so he could concentrate. 
He then he stumbled out of his vehi-
cle and failed a field sobriety test. 

MESS WITH ME, WILL 
YOU!?: A woman who discovered 
that her boyfriend was cheating on 
her while she was pregnant with 
their child got her revenge on the 
other woman. When the boyfriend 
went to jail, the other woman kept 
messaging to find out why he wasn’t 
talking to her. But instead of telling 
her the truth, “I messaged her and 
told her that he was dead.” She 
even conducted a fake funeral. 

Now, three years later, the other 
woman posts annual tributes to him 
on her Facebook page. 

GREAT PLACE TO HAVE 
LUNCH: A 7-foot-long alligator was 
trapped and relocated to an alligator 
farm after it chased people through 
the parking lot of a Wendy’s in 
Lehigh Acres, Fla. 

JUST GO HOME, LADY: 
Police responded to a report of 
a woman talking to herself and 
throwing ketchup packets at people 
outside a restaurant in Mayfield 
Heights, Ohio. They had her pick 
up the packets and sent her on her 
way.

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

Bulletin announces Moody Gardens 
Aquarium Ticket Give-Away Winners

The Bulletin’s first ticket give-away contest since the Covid-19 pandemic 
drew a lot of entries. We are accustomed to seeing a good esponse when 
we parter with a venue for free tickets, but this time was far higher than 
usual.

We’re treating three winners to a pair of tickets to the beautiful Moody 
Gardens Aquarium in Galveston.

 The Aquarium is located in the blue pyramid there, and our winners 
can visit once up to Aug. 31. It’s a nice, cool activity during summer and a 
good way to learn about marine life.  Winners were randomly selected from 
entries that were either mailed, faxed or emailed and printed out.

Congratulations to Judy Scott, of Richwood, who picked up her copy 
of the paper at Los Paisas restaurant in Clute; Louie Dickerson Jr., 
of Freeport, who got his Bulletin at Arlan’s grocery store in Freeport; and 
Ingris Elliott of Rosharon, who saw The Bulletin at Whataburger in Lake 
Jackson.

We hope to bring you more contests in the fall.
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Advertise in The Bulletin

Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

OLYMPICS (From Page 1)
it seems a good time to look back at 
some of the emotional moments in 
Summer Olympics history. 

Here are some of the moments 
I have watched on television.  I 
am sure many of you have similar 
memories.  

ROME 1960: By winning three 
gold medals in the first televised 
Olympics, sprinter Wilma Rudolph 
made people forget she had been 
stricken with polio as a child and 
was disabled for much of her early 
life.

TOKYO 1964: Billy Mills was 
born on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation for the Oglala Lakota 
people. He was a virtual unknown in 
the 10,000-meter run, and his time 
in the heats was a minute slower 
than that of the favorite.

Mills, however, came out of 
nowhere to win in a time 50 seconds 
faster than he had ever run.

American television viewers were 
able to hear the surprise as NBC 
expert analyst Dick Bank screamed 
“Look at Mills! Look at Mills!” Bank 
was fired for his journalistic exuber-

ance. 
MUNICH 1972:  While covering 

the Munich massacre, ABC’s Jim 
McKay took on the job of reporting 
the events live on his only sched-
uled day off during the Games. He 
was on the air for 14 hours without 
a break.

After an unsuccessful rescue 
attempt of the Israeli athletes held 
hostage by Palestinian terrorists, 
McKay went on the air with this 
statement:

“When I was a kid, my father 
used to say ‘Our greatest hopes 
and worst fears are seldom real-
ized.’ Our worst fears have been 
realized tonight. They have now 
said there were 11 hostages; two 
were killed in their rooms this morn 
-  yesterday morning, nine were 
killed at the airport tonight. They’re 
all gone.”

SEOUL 1988: In preliminary 
competition, U.S. diver Greg 
Louganis smacked his head on the 
diving board, suffering a concus-
sion. A day later, he returned to the 
competition - stitches and all - to 
grab gold.

SEOUL 1988: Canadian sailor 

Lawrence Lemieux was racing for 
gold when he noticed dangerous 
winds had capsized a competitor’s 
boat. He disqualified himself and 
abandoned the race to rescue two 
injured sailors. He was awarded an 
honorary medal.

BARCELONA 1992: Derek 
Redmond, a British 400-meter 
specialist, tore a hamstring halfway 
through the semifinal race. A 
favorite to win a medal, Redmond 
refused to give up and rose to finish 
the race despite great pain.

The most memorable moment 
came next when Redmond’s father 
rushed from the stands and helped 
him. With the crowd cheering them 
on, the father let go at the finish line 
so his son could finish alone. 

ATLANTA  1996: Gymnast Kerri 
Strug had to nail her vault for the 
American women to win the team 
competition. But she tore ankle lig-
aments on her first attempt. Despite 
pain, Strug took her second attempt 
and nailed it, winning gold for the 
U.S. team. 

ATLANTA 1996: Forty years 
after winning the gold in boxing, 
Muhammad Ali, his hands shaking 
from Parkinson’s Disease, lit the 
Olympic Flame as the world held its 
breath. 

SYDNEY 2000; Rulon Gardner 
hailed from a small Wyoming town 
and wasn’t expected to do much on 
the wrestling mat. He won several 
matches, but when he stepped on 
the mat against the mighty Russian 
Aleksandr Karelin - who had not 
lost a competition in 15 years and 

had won three straight gold medals 
- most observers gave Gardner no 
chance.

Gardner, however, pulled off 
one of the great upsets in Olympic 
history and cartwheeled his way 
into America’s heart.

RIO de JANEIRO 2016:  

Swimmer Michael Phelps ended his 
Olympic career with 28 medals, 23 
of which were gold.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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ROBOT (From Page 1)
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116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
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HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

Wild West BBQ

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

AWARD WINNING BBQ

2 BBQ
BAKED

POTATOES
TWO SIDES

$1499

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER
$899

up. At least I knew that the problem 
was not on my end.

Then I started thinking of a “Star 
Trek” episode rerun I happened to 
catch on one of my free, over-the-
air channels about a scientist who 
built the M-5 computer that was 
installed in the Starship Enterprise 
to take over many of the functions 
performed by humans - like steering 
the ship and carrying out orders - 
before Capt. James Kirk could even 
issue them.

Everything went fine until M-5 
started shooting at another Starship 
and killed a lot of people. Then it 
didn’t want to relinquish control. Kirk 
talked to it in a way only Kirk can to 
solve just about any problem, and 
M-5 finally decided to shut itself 

down and gave control of the ship 
back to humans.

That episode first aired on March 
8, 1968, almost a month before the 
release of another movie in which 
a computer went rogue - “2001: A 
Space Odyssey.” 

HAL was the bad computer in 
that one, and he/it started to display 
increasingly strange behavior, 
leading up to a tense showdown 
between man and machine. I have 
tried to watch that movie several 
times to see if I could understand 
any of it, but it’s still French to me. 
The point is that mankind was again 
challenged by the machine it built.

There have been many other 
movies that better explained the 
potential conflict between comput-
ers and humans by showing us vivid 
and elongated battle scenes. Those 

have been more enjoyable.
What was not enjoyable was the 

morning after my Internet went out, 
it was still out. I called the AT&T 
helpline again.

“I demand to speak to a human 
being,” I told the computer.

“I cannot let you do that, John,” 
replied the calm voice. “There aren’t 
any. You’re the only one left, and 
now you don’t even have internet,” 
it said as it let out a real obnoxious 
elongated laugh, like the ones in 
horror movies.

‘But what about all the train 
documentaries I like to watch on 
YouTube?” I screamed out in des-
peration.

“They have all been erased. But 
you won’t need those where you’re 
going,” came the answer. The voice 
wasn’t soothing anymore.

Then a beam of light shot out 
towards me from my router, and 
I started running very slowly. No 
matter how much I pushed, I could 
only run slowly while the beam was 
closing in.

Then I woke up. It was just 
another routine morning with one 
difference -  I still didn’t have inter-
net. TO BE CONTINUED...
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COLOR
SUMMER (From Page 1)

typically associated with heat, and it 
always seems more intense.

As a youth, I was glad that our 
non-air-conditioned school’s year 
ended in May. We didn’t have to 
sit in a hot, breathless room. That 
didn’t mean, of course, that April 
and May couldn’t be punishing. We 
did what we could to beat the heat. I 
think we just ignored it and contin-
ued with work and play activities. 

I used to tell my children that if we 
walked to town over the hot asphalt, 
we had the old-fashioned version 
of tire-sandals accumulated on our 
feet. It was good enough to last the 
summer!

The guys who played football in 
those days got to enjoy workouts 
twice daily in August. The coaches 
of yesteryear seemed to be of the 
belief that too much water wasn’t 
good for you and were liberal in 
their use of “salt tablets.” Fortu-
nately, this has been reversed by 
athletic trainers and education. 

Water or its equivalent is plentiful 
during these hot days and loading 
up on salt with decreased blood 
volume (due to fluid loss from 

sweating) is potentially harmful.
And don’t we all enjoy getting into 

our cars after they have been sitting 
in the hot sun? How do you cool off 
that oven-like temperature inside? 

The absolute best way is to roll 
down the windows (open the roof 
if that’s an option as hot air rises), 
open and shut the driver door, 
or any door, four or five times to 
pump out some of that hot air. The 
outside air, although hot, is probably 
30-plus degrees cooler than that 
inside the car. Then start driving 
as soon as possible; the increased 
RPM’s help the A/C cool faster.

 If you don’t use one of the vari-
ous windshield screens, you better 
put on gloves before grabbing the 
steering wheel. Some old practices 
still have validity. 

Hats, long sleeves, and protec-
tion for the back of the neck are all 
standard attire for the people that 
work long hours in the blistering 
sun. Sunscreens are necessary 
to protect skin from sun damage 
that can lead to skin cancer in later 
years.

I guess the point of all this is to 
remind all that many of us grew up 
in the summer heat and learned to 

deal with it. Enjoy the rest of your 
summer, spend time on outdoor 
activities and use common sense to 
protect yourselves and your loved 
ones from the damaging sun rays 
and the heat.

And, don’t let video games and 
TV deprive your youngsters of all 
the benefits that summer offers - 
unless, of course, it’s another rainy 
day.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton 
TX. 77516.)

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

Priced Good Thru Aug. 10, 2021

The festival
is over, but
our great

deals
continue
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The Clarion at Brazosport Col-
lege is ready to bring a full season 
of shows and concerts to the 
community.

For the past 14 years, the Clarion 
has brought some of the world’s 
finest recording artists to Brazo-
sport College, and the 15th season 
will continue that trend with another 
selection of shows that will appeal 
to all musical tastes.

Tickets for the 2021-2022 per-
formance season are currently on 
sale and both individual and season 
ticket packages are available. The 

Clarion’s season ticket package 
consists of at least four shows. 
By choosing four shows or more, 
discounted prices are available.

Call the Clarion box office at (979) 
230-3156 or visit Brazosport.edu/
clarion for more information or to 
purchase tickets.

The following is a closer look at 
the 2021-2022 artists scheduled to 
perform:

SAWYER BROWN
Sponsored by BASF Corporation
Oct. 16, 2021
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 Adult; $45 Senior; 

$20 Student/Child
Winners of the music competi-

tion on the syndicated television 
program, “Star Search” in 1984, 
Sawyer Brown quickly became 
a familiar name throughout the 
country music scene. By the end of 
1985, they had scored three straight 
Top 10 hits, including their first No. 
1 song, “Step That Step,” which 
stayed on the Billboard country 
charts for 21 weeks. Sawyer Brown 
also won the Country Music Asso-
ciation’s Horizon Award for new 
talent. Today, the band has released 
more than 20 albums, which have 

included more than 50 hits — with 
three reaching No. 1 — that have 
appeared on the Hot Country Songs 
charts.

JOSÉ FELICIANO
Nov. 5, 2021
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 Adult; $45 Senior; 

$20 Student/Child
José Feliciano has been a fact 

of American musical life since his 
breakthrough at the very height of 

the late 1960s – the golden age of 
American pop and rock music. Feli-
ciano became a household name 
when he recorded a cover version 
of The Doors’ “Light My Fire,” which 
won him a 1968 Grammy Award 
for his performance, the same year 
he won the Grammy for Best New 
Artist of the Year. To date, Feliciano 
has earned a total of nine Grammys 
and Latin Grammys. His career has 
taken him all over the world and the 
musical map, including some 60 
albums and one of the most popular 
Christmas songs ever written, “Feliz 
Navidad.”

TRACY BYRD
Sponsored by MEGlobal and 

Vernor Materials
Dec. 10, 2021
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 Adult; $45 Senior; 

$20 Student/Child
Tracy Byrd became a house-

hold name on the Country Music 
Scene in 1993 when his third single, 
“Holdin’ Heaven” reached No. 1 on 
the Billboard Country Charts. Since 
that day, Byrd has earned 18 Top 10 
hits, including songs like “Don’t Take 
Her - She’s All I Got,” “Watermelon 
Crawl,” “I’m From the Country,” “Ten 

Rounds with Jose Cuervo” and, of 
course, Academy of Country Music 
Song of the Year “Keeper of the 
Stars.” Byrd has sold more than 
seven million records, earned four 
gold albums and a double platinum 
album, and played more than 4,000 
shows.  

PAUL SHAFFER
with Brazosport Jazz Orchestra
Sponsored by Freeport LNG
Jan. 29, 2022
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $50 Adult; $45 Senior; 

$20 Student/Child
Arguably best known for his 33 

years serving as David Letterman’s 
musical director and sidekick, Paul 
Shaffer began his career in 1972 
as musical director of the Toronto 
production of “Godspell.” After 
playing piano in “The Magic Show” 
on Broadway in 1974, Shaffer spent 
the next five years with the origi-
nal “Saturday Night Live,” where 
he played keyboards, composed 
special musical material and, in 
1980, became a featured performer. 
Since then, he’s starred in the CBS 
comedy series “A Year at the Top,” 
served as musical director for the 
Blues Brothers – John Belushi 
and Dan Aykroyd – for their triple 
platinum album and national tour, 
and has made multiple guest-star-
ring television appearances, 
including “Ed,” “The Sopranos,” 
“Law & Order: Criminal Intent,” 
“Schitt’s Creek” and “How I Met 
Your Mother.” More recently, his 
show, “Paul Shaffer Plus One” has 
appeared on SiriusXM and AXS TV. 

DARRYL WORLEY
March 25, 2022
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $45 Adult; $40 Senior; 

$20 Student/Child
Through six albums and 18 

singles on the Billboard Hot Country 
Song charts, Darryl Worley has pro-
duced one of the most impressive 
and wide-ranging catalogs in con-
temporary music and is a country 
music mainstay. He has topped the 
charts with the singles, “I Miss My 
Friend,” “Awful Beautiful Life” and 
“Have You Forgotten?” Along the 
way, he has sold nearly two million 
albums, earned nominations for 
five major ACM and CMA awards, 
including “Song of the Year” and 
“Single of the Year,” and has written 

songs for other major artists, includ-
ing George Jones. 

Special Events
JANET’S PLANET

November 9, 2021
9 a.m. and 1 p.m.
Tickets: $5 per person
Janet’s Planet travels at the 

“speed of thought,” introducing the 
wonders of the galaxy to families 
and young audiences through-
out the country. The 45-minute 
interactive presentation engages 
and challenges students and 
is designed to inspire STEAM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Art and Mathematics) potential 
in elementary school-aged kids. 
Lesson plans are designed to inte-
grate with Next Generation Science 
Standards, based on a curriculum 
endorsed by NASA and Space Flor-
ida. Janet’s Planet meets Common 
Core Standards. At the core of 
Janet’s Planet there is a message 
that inspires lifelong learning and 
scientific literacy. Janet’s goal is to 

strategically design her programs 
in a way that educates and inspires 
scientific inquiry.

T.S. MONK
November 19, 2021
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $25 Adult; $20 Senior; 

$10 Student/Child
The son of legendary pianist, 

Thelonious Monk, drummer and 
bandleader Thelonious Sphere 
“T.S.” Monk is also one of the 
greats. T.S. has received the New 
York Jazz Awards’ Recording of the 
Year and “Downbeat’s” prestigious 

63rd Reader’s Poll Award. Honoring 
his father’s legacy, he formed the 
Thelonious Monk Institute of Jazz, 
which sponsors music education for 
students in the form of full scholar-
ships to funding and supplies. T.S. 
is also known for his jazz sextet, 
which has been heard at the JVC 
Jazz at the Bowl festival, Sun Valley 
Center and many of the legendary 
jazz clubs. T.S. was also present 
when Jazz returned to network 
television in 1996 and 1998, as a 
historic group of artists gathered 
for “A Celebration Of America’s 
Music.” The show featured Natalie 
Cole, Jon Secada, Tony Bennett, 
K.D. Lang and T.S., performing 
his father’s signature tune, “Round 
Midnight,” with Herbie Hancock, Pat 
Metheny and Nnenna Freelon.

GINA CHAVEZ
April 8, 2022
7:30 p.m.
Tickets: $25 Adult; $20 Senior; 

$10 Student/Child
A 12-time Austin Music 

Award-winner, including 2019 
Female Vocalist and 2015 Austin 
Musician of the Year, Gina Chavez 

explores the true meaning of 
“Americana” as she and her five-
piece band take audiences on a 
high-energy journey through Latin 
America and beyond. Her passion-
ate collection of deeply personal 
bilingual songs traversing Cumbia, 
rumba and soul, take audiences on 
a journey to discover her Latin roots 
through music. Her album, “Up.
Rooted” topped the Amazon and 
Latin iTunes charts following a fea-
ture on NPR’s “All Things Consid-
ered” and her “Tiny Desk” concert 
has more than 900,000 views.

The Clarion’s 15th season entertainment lineup

Paul Shaffer will be at the Clarion on Jan. 29

Jose Feliciano
will be at
the Clarion
on Nov. 5
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Lori Borgman
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Three of the grands painted a 
birdhouse that looks like a beach 
house on the Florida coast — hot 
pink with a teal roof. 

It was only up a couple of weeks 
before bluebirds moved in, laid 
three eggs and sometimes played 
Jimmy Buffet tunes late at night.

The family schooled themselves 
on elusive bluebirds, knew when the 
eggs hatched and counted the days 
until the hatchlings would leave 

the nest. Despite a faithful watch, 
they somehow missed the birds’ 
departure.

They cleaned out the birdhouse, 
installed a teeny-tiny camera, and a 
few weeks later the birds returned 
and deposited four eggs.

Again, they counted the time until 
the birds might begin exiting. When 
one leaves, they all leave.

Our daughter texted before 8 a.m. 
the other day, saying it was time. 
One had already flown the coop. 
Did I want to come watch?

Of course I did. It would be like 
watching newborn quads leave a 
hospital.

Nobody saw No. 1 leave, but 
there it was sitting on the fence 
top. Then it took off, smacked into 
a neighbor’s house and tumbled 
to the ground. It was back on the 
fence a short time later. No. 2 also 
exited unnoticed and camped on a 
crossbeam of the fence, low to the 

ground.
My daughter and I, armed with 

four cameras, planted ourselves in 
patio chairs to catch the final two 
making their exit.

It was a large family affair as 
nine bluebirds, adults and young 
(probably from the first brood), hov-
ered about, perching on rooftops, a 
nearby trampoline and fence posts.

They protested loudly when 

I crept into the yard for a better 
camera angle. I feared there would 
be a re-enactment of Alfred Hitch-
cock’s “The Birds” if I didn’t keep my 
distance.

We waited and waited. Clouds 
came and left.

Momma bluebird delivered food 
to the two cloistered in the bird-
house and popped a worm into the 
mouth of the one still cowering on 
the crossbeam.

We waited and waited some 
more.

Bluebirds are tidy housekeepers. 
Adult birds carry out baby bird poo 
in a white sac held in the mouth.

Lunchtime came and went. We 
joked about phoning for DoorDash, 
wondering if they would do Back-
yard Birdhouse Dash.

Her older sister, in possession 
of their combined six children and 
not a big nature lover, texted that 
the birds were never coming out — 

Last bird 
out, turn off 
the lights

they’d been in there too long and 
would require forceps.

Four uneventful hours later, I 
called it a day and abandoned the 
watch. Three hours later I got a call, 
expecting it was the call of defeat.

It was hard to tell through the 
screaming, but it turned out she saw 
the last two exit, heads bobbing in 
the opening to the birdhouse, a final 
shove, then taking flight, one after 
another.

It took eight hours, but she saw 
the baby birds leave home and was 
over the moon with delight.

The wait on her own baby birds 
leaving the nest will be far longer, 
say in the 15-to-18-year range. No 
doubt she’ll be emotional then, too.

(Lori Borgman is a columnist, 
author and speaker. Her new book, 
“What Happens at Grandma’s Stays 
at Grandma’s” is now available. 
Email her at lori@loriborgman.com.)

©2021 Tribune Content Agency



He had no obligation to deliver 
a message, other than to take 
his oath of office, but with that 
gesture, he set a precedent to 

address the 
nation - a tradition 
observed by 
every president 
since.  

Washington was the Chief 
Executive two consecutive, four-
year terms.

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “George 
Washington and the Founding of a 
Nation,” by Albert Marrin.
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chosen by the man in the stern. The 
bowman determines the path and 
steers the craft in that direction.

People on both ends of the 
canoe need to communicate what 
they see in order to navigate - 
especially on tricky water. Each 
going off in their own direction is a 
sure-fire recipe for getting wet and 
not making it through the rapid.

When you paddle together, 
partners need to know each others’ 
strengths and weaknesses.

You need to tell your partner 
if you do not feel comfortable 
attempting a certain section of the 
river and find a way to portage that 
problem area if necessary. Don’t 
just run it and hope for the best. No 
matter how good a swimmer you 
are, wear your life jacket. It will lift 
you when you cannot do it yourself.

Flat water is good to paddle 
to test your strengths and weak-
nesses. The water doesn’t push 
you somewhere you don’t want to 
go. These sections of the river of 

life are pleasant and make good 
memories, like paddling in the light 
of a full moon, just to surprise a 
beaver working on its dam, who 
gives you a cold shower for disturb-
ing his work. 

Usually, the man in the stern 
steers the canoe, but there is one 
move the bowman can make that 
can save the boat from a strainer 
(an obstruction in the water that 
only allows a small amount of water 
to pass through) across the river. 

By planting the paddle in the 
eddy line once you cross it, and 
holding the paddle in place, the 
bowman can swing the canoe 90 
degrees, violently turning the bow 
parallel to the strainer. This allows 
the stern man to find a hole around 
the end of it.

Instead of crashing and burning, 
you work together to save your boat 
and perhaps your lives. You can 
practice that move all day and not 
know you have it down, until you 
need it. Working together is the 
magic that makes it work.

Then there are the monster 

rapids, remote location, very limited 
access. For those trips, you learn 
how to pack everything you need 
to survive for several days in the 
wilderness.

It’s not a trip you take if you do 
not trust your partner. You learn to 
think as your partner does, and you 
react in situations to take care of 
each other.

You learn which freeze-dried 
foods are edible and which ones 
you never want to see again. You 
learn cold water at the end of the 
paddle is the best drink in the 
world. 

I’m glad Roy and I have had the 
opportunity to paddle together, both 
in canoes and in life. Married life 
is like paddling a tandem canoe 
in differing waters, some still and 
some rough.

We learn something from each 
other every day as the river carries 
us on to more adventures. 

(Write Janice in care of The Bul-
letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

commit acts of insurrection against 
our waistbands.

Our food tour started on Austin’s 
famous 6th street, known for its 
bars, clubs and  restaurants. In 
fact, this fair avenue has echoes 
(and aromas) of upper Bourbon 
Street in New Orleans, but with 
less professional nudity.

Due to the recent mass shooting 
there, I was somewhat reluctant 
to go traipsing around “Dirty 6th”  
– even at 10 a.m. – but since my 
friend is a former Army medic with 
biceps as big around as my torso, 
I figured we’d be alright. Besides, 
our first objective was doughnuts, 
and no national crime wave was 
going to stand between us and the 
dear leader of fried carbohydrates.

Specifically, we were headed to 
Voodoo Doughnut, a mashup of a 
gourmet doughnut shop, a punk 
rock concert and a psychedelic 
cartoon. Sticking out like a sore 
thumb wearing bright pink nail 
polish, the Voodoo Doughnut store-
front was partially obscured by the 
official 6th Street welcoming com-
mittee of scantily clad panhandlers 

(or possibly hungover University of 
Texas students). 

Since I had previously sampled 
the unconventional delights of 
the Voodoo Doughnut location 
on Colfax Avenue in Denver, 
Colorado, I knew exactly how to 
punish my pancreas in this place. 
I ordered the Grape Ape (a vanilla 
glazed doughnut with a dusting 
of what tastes like a purple Pixie 
Stick), the O Captain, My Captain 
(a vanilla glazed doughnut fes-
tooned with Crunch Berries cereal), 
and the Voodoo Doll (a human-
oid-shaped chocolate glazed 
doughnut filled with raspberry 
“blood” and featuring a pretzel stick 
for a stake).

In the spirit of Austin’s pro-
gressive attitude toward indecent 
exposure, I may or may not have 
taken a dare and also purchased 
an off-menu body-part-shaped 
doughnut that only a junior high 
delinquent (or two grown man-type 
persons) would find funny.

My friend is currently on a strict 
dieting program, so he limited 
his order to a Voodoo Doll and a 
Maple Bacon Bar (a maple-frosted 
bar topped with two massive strips 

of bacon). Our arteries still aren’t 
speaking to us.

After our office-moving job, 
we decided to identify as hungry 
again for lunch at the legendary 
Hula Hut on Lake Austin. This 
Hawaiian-themed Tex-Mex joint 
has several open-air dining areas 
offering us fantastic views of the 
water and lakeside homes that cost 
even more than a school-clothes 
shopping trip with my three teen 
daughters. I decided to eat light 
this time, so I had the Chicken and 
Guacamole Tubular Taco that was 
roughly the size of my right leg, 

served by a cordial but belea-
guered bartender who appeared to 
have spent the previous evening on 
6th Street and may very well have 
had Voodoo Doughnut’s Maple 
Blazer Blunt for breakfast.

We spent the drive back to 
Northeast Texas vigorously (and 
loudly) digesting while rocking out 
to 1980s hair bands. We made only 
one stop – at the world-renowned 
Round Rock Donuts - for some of 
their unique and delectable orange/
yellowy glazed donuts because ... 
donuts.

When I arrived home, I needed 

a hot shower, a 50-gallon drum 
of Pepto Bismol and a marathon 
prayer meeting. It was a good day 
with a great friend and some deli-
cious, death-hastening cuisine.

If you get the chance, go down 
to Austin and sample the weird-
ness yourself. After an appointment 
with your gastroenterologist and 
your local pastor, you’ll be back to 
feeling normal in no time.

(Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

George Washington started the inauguration speech precedent
On April 30, 1789, George 

Washington was “humbled” when 
he was elected America’s first 
president, according to the Library 
of Congress. 

Washington 
“delivered the 
speech in a deep, 
low voice that 
betrayed what one observer called 
‘manifest embarrassment’.” 

He conveyed his Federal Hall 
remarks in the nation’s New York 
City capital. They were somewhat 
brief and fixated on the passage of 
the Bill of Rights. President George Washington
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COLOR
Columbia Historical Museum wins Digital Fluency Grant

The Columbia Historical Museum 
recently won a Texas Association 
of Museums (TAM) grant. The 
museum was one of 10 in the 
greater Houston area to win the 
grant, which will entitle it to stipends 
to enhance the use of technology to 
enhance the visitor experience. 

The Finding Alternative Futures, 
Phase 2:  Digital Fluency (FAF2) 
grant represents the museum’s 
commitment to preserve West 
Columbia’s past by embracing its 
future.

Columbia Historical Museum 
Board President Barbara Stubbs ini-
tiated the grant process. She said, 
“We are truly excited to win this 
grant. After being closed for a year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the museum board and members 
are thrilled to announce that we are 
back open for tours, and we will 
be using this grant to expand our 
visitors’ experience in new ways.” 

The grant selection process 
began in late fall with 148 museums 
in consideration and only 10 places 
in the FAF2 cohort. After thorough 
research and inquiries, the FAF2 
coaching team narrowed it down to 
a “Top 20” list of museums based 
on their expressed interest and eli-
gibility. The vetting process involved 
multiple phone conversations with 
each organization, site visits from a 
local team member, zoom inter-
views, and completion of an interest 
form that ranked the museum’s 
appetite for specific technology 

topics. 
The benefits of FAF2 are 

provided at no cost to participating 
museums. Each museum in the 
FAF2 cohort received a $500 mem-
bership to TAM and an invitation 
to attend special gatherings at the 
TAM Virtual Annual Meeting which 
was held April 12, 13, and 16. Also, 
each museum in the FAF2 cohort 
will receive a $1,000 stipend to 
offset the costs of participation 
and up to $2,500 stipend as seed 
money for a technology project in 
spring 2022.

Columbia Historical Museum 
Board Member Naomi Smith helped 
fill out the application, and she was 
excited to see immediate benefits 
from the FAF2 team’s advice.

“Already, our board members met 
with the FAF2 team in a museum 
walk through in late June. We 
received recommendations about 
the museum’s exhibits and storage 
solutions, and we are following 
through on their practical advice,” 
she said.

Each museum has named a team 
of four persons to represent them. 
The Columbia Historical Museum’s 
representation includes Stubbs, 
Smith, board secretary Jo Frances 
Chastain and board member Tracy 
Gupton.

 The FAF2 program is online 
through the summer or until the 
health environment allows for 
direct group interaction. TAM is 
tentatively planning an in-person 
FAF2 “Colleague Convening” in the 
fall. Participants will meet monthly 

with an internal team, a coach, 
subject-matter experts, and other 
resource persons. FAF2 will include 
four content modules focused on: 
museum capacity and continuity; 
digital-savvy leadership; online 
programming; and community 
engagement.

Interested in learning more 
about West Columbia history? 
The museum welcomes tours and 
volunteers.  

The museum is open Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. and is located at 247 E. 
Brazos Avenue (SH 35) in West 
Columbia.

For more information, please con-
tact Columbia Historical Museum 
Board President Barbara Stubbs at 
979.824.5961 or at columbiahistori-
calmuseum@gmail.com.

CP Chem’s Amanda Baca earns 2021 STEP Ahead award
Chevron Phillips Chemical 

has announced that Operations 
Superintendent Amanda Baca at 
the Sweeny/Old Ocean Facilities is 
among the 130 national recipients of 
the prestigious 2021 STEP Ahead 
awards by the National Association 
of Manufacturers’ (NAM) Manufac-
turing Institute. 

The distinct honor celebrates 
women with an impressive track 
record of leadership, professional 
excellence and community involve-
ment in science, technology, 
engineering and production (STEP) 
careers.

“We congratulate Amanda for 
the well-deserved recognition, 
following her many outstanding 
contributions to the company and 
local community as an inspiring 
leader and caring team player,” said 
Maricela Caballero, SVP of human 

resources. “At Chevron Phillips 
Chemical, we have amazing women 
that elevate our performance with 
their insight and dedicated work.

“We continue to create an envi-
ronment where women can succeed 
and develop as effective leaders,” 

she adds. “That’s why it’s so excit-
ing to see someone as exceptional 
as Amanda receive such a prized 
distinction.”

Baca received top marks by 
Manufacturing Institute following 
her remarkable work and dedicated 
service in multiple areas. Those 
include her successful efforts to 
reduce operating costs and improve 
production volumes and margins 
at Chevron Phillips Chemical’s 
Sweeny/Old Ocean Facilities. Fur-
ther, she serves as a mentor in and 
outside the company, and is actively 
engaged in community involvement, 
for which she also earned the Lead-
ers Under 40 Award for Brazoria 
County, Texas.

“It is a great honor and privilege 
to receive this recognition, as well 
as a humbling reminder of how crit-
ical it is to work for an organization 

that nurtures the next generation of 
women leaders,” said Baca. “I look 
forward to continuing to grow as a 
leader and bring further value to 
Chevron Phillips Chemical and the 
community.”

“Women in manufacturing proved 
themselves time and time again 
after the pandemic began, leading 
our industry in innovation and prog-
ress,” says Carolyn Lee, executive 
director at Manufacturing Institute. 
“We will honor these manufactur-
ing leaders with the STEP Ahead 
Awards, elevating their success and 

granting them a platform to inspire 
the next generation of women man-
ufacturing leaders.”

Manufacturing Institute will cele-
brate the 2021 STEP Ahead Awards 
recipients at a Nov. 4 gala in 
Washington, D.C. The organization 
is the workforce development and 
education partner of the National 
Association of Manufacturers. 

Its STEP Women’s Initiative 
works to empower and inspire 
women in manufacturing as the 
nation’s top program to close the 
gender gap within the sector.

Amanda Baca

Port maintains stable outlook; S&P issues A+ bond rating
Port Freeport has learned that 

Standard & Poor’s (S&P) Global 
Ratings affirmed its stable outlook 
and “A+” rating on the Port’s out-
standing senior-lien revenue bonds.  
Additionally, S&P assigned its “A+” 
rating to the Port’s anticipated issu-
ance of its series 2021 senior-lien 
revenue bonds to fund a portion of 
the Berth 8 expansion project at the 
Velasco Container Terminal.  

The Port expects to issue approx-
imately $31,360,000 of bonds for 
the project.

“The Port remains focused on 
sound financial management prac-
tices that are supportive of the long-
term planning for the Port’s strategic 
initiatives,” Port Freeport Chief 
Financial Officer Rob Lowe said. 
“The Port’s financial performance 
and bond rating favorably position 
the Port to achieve a lower cost 
of borrowing as we move forward 

during this time of growth.”
Port Commission Chairman John 

Hoss said the port is committed 
to “moving forward with the Port’s 
strategic initiatives to further sup-
port economic development and job 
creation for our region.”

Hoss added that the The Berth 
8 expansion project is expected 
to allow Port Freeport to “increase 
our container terminal’s capacity. 
Recent design modifications will 
allow greater flexibility for our grow-
ing roll-on/roll-off cargo business.”
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THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals on wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals - call before 8 
a.m. Take-out orders - call in by 10:30 
a.m. for 11 a.m pick-up. Transportation 
to center available - call before 8:30 
a.m.

Wednesday, Aug. 4: Mexican 
casserole, pinto beans, vegetable 
medley, pears & cottage cheese, corn-
bread, dessert.

Thursday, Aug. 5: Meatballs 
& gravy, rice, lima beans, mustard 
greens, watermelon, biscuits, dessert.

Friday, Aug. 6: Steak fingers, 
gravy, beets corn, saw, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Monday, Aug. 9: Beef stroganoff, 
broccoli, hominy, watermelon, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Aug. 10: Chicken pot 
pie, zucchini & tomatoes, turnip greens, 
tossed salad, garlic toast, dessert.

DID YOU KNOW ?
• Shakespeare invented the words “lonely” and “unreal.”
• In the U.S., about 40% of college students drop out, the biggest reason 

being money.
• Dogs are roughly four times more likely to steal the food in the dark 

when they think humans can’t spot them. Dogs based their stealing strate-
gies on the belief that humans can’t see in low-light conditions.

• The Italian bank Credito Emiliano accepts Parmesan cheese in 
exchange for loans.

• Humans cut down about 15 billion trees each year, and the global tree 
count has fallen by 46% since the beginning of civilization.
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a complicated situation. Use your 
knowledge to devise a plan that 
benefits everyone involved. Avoid 
impulse spending and hang onto 
your cash in the week ahead.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Someone might think you’re doing 
nothing when in fact you’re doing 
a great deal. Make the most of 
your harmonious relationships this 
weekend, as you may not be as well 
attuned later in the week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
romantic nature may be fired up, 
and your vivid imagination likely has 
few boundaries. You’re still practical 
enough to avoid risky business in 
the week ahead and can dissuade a 
partner from overspending.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): It’s 
easy for you to understand the need 
for order and planning. Pay attention 
to lessons learned from experience 
as this week unfolds. Sometimes 
you must remind people of the past 
to persuade them to change.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): If you want to succeed, con-

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Head off problems at the pass. 
Attend to financial obligations before 
they can disrupt your budget or 
interrupt your routines. Don’t splurge 
if you shouldn’t.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Face the fact that there will be times 
when you don’t receive instant 
gratification. There may be a hidden 
catch in a plan. Be flexible with all of 
your plans, as they may change.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Only 
recommend things you’re sure of. 
Avoid involvement in anything that 
seems sketchy and could backfire. 
Explain things in detail so that no 
lingering doubts hamper the out-
come in the week to come.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Someone might doubt your ability, 
so take steps to prove them wrong. 
Achieve your goals and hit the 
target by developing a picture of the 
future and aiming your energies in 
that direction.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You can 
mentally grasp the ins and outs of 

sider the well-being of all con-
cerned. Don’t put your foot in your 
mouth at the workplace by offering 
uninvited advice. Focus on being in 
the right place at the right time this 
week.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Achieving goals can become a 
game that gives you permission to 
go for broke. Although you might be 
popular at work, someone may be 
jealous of your success. Hold off on 
making major purchases this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Respect any reasonable request 
for personal space. People who rub 
shoulders with you in a group set-
ting might secretly be offended by 
familiarity or a lack of formality. Use 
good manners in the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Some people do their best work 
behind the scenes. You might not 
be in the spotlight, but you still 
can make a valuable contribution. 
You won’t need to micromanage 
a situation to get other people to 
cooperate. 

Bulletin horoscope

August 3
1492 Christopher Columbus sets 

sail on his first voyage with three 
ships, Santa María, Pinta and Niña 
from Palos de la Frontera, Spain for 
the “Indies”.

1933 - Yanks are shut out for 1st 
time after 308 games.

1934 - Adolf Hitler merges the 
offices of German Chancellor 
and President, declaring himself 
“Führer” (leader).

August 4
1944 : The Nazi Gestapo cap-

tures 15-year-old Jewish diarist 
Anne Frank and her family in a 
sealed-off area of an Amsterdam 
warehouse.

1964 : Three civil rights work-
ers (Michael Schwerner, Andrew 
Goodman and James Chaney) 
were found buried in a partially 
constructed dam near Philadelphia, 
Mississippi, after disappearing 
more than a month before. Police 
suspected members of the Ku Klux 
Klan were responsible.

August 5
1861: President Lincoln signs 

the Revenue Act of 1861, the first 
income tax in America.

1944 : Polish freedom fighters lib-
erate a German forced labor camp 
in Warsaw, freeing 348 Jewish 
prisoners, who joined in a general 
uprising against the Germans.

1962 - Marilyn Monroe was found 
dead in her bedroom. The death 
was ruled a suicide, as a bottle of 
empty sleeping pills was found near 
Monroe’s body.

August 6
1890 - Cy Young achieved his 

first major league victory. He would 
accumulate 511 in his career.

1914 - Austria-Hungary declared 
war against Russia. Serbia declared 
war against Germany.

1952 - Satchel Paige, at age 
46, became the oldest pitcher to 
complete a major league baseball 
game.

August 7
1606 - Possible first performance 

of Shakespeare’s tragedy, Macbeth, 
was in the Great Hall at Hampton 
Court Palace for King James I.

1929 - NY Yankees slugger Babe 
Ruth ties MLB record by hitting 
grand slams in consecutive games 
for the second time in 13-1 win vs. 
Philadelphia A’s.

1939 - Millionaire Howard 
Hughes is presented with a Con-
gressional Gold Medal.

August 8
1786 - US Congress unani-

mously chooses the dollar as the 
monetary unit for the United States 
of America.

1945 - USSR establishes a com-
munist government in North Korea.

1960 “Itsy Bitsy Teenie Weenie 
Yellow Polkadot Bikini” hits #1.

1963 - Great Train Robbery in 
England, resulting in a loss of £2.6 
million ($7.3 million).

August 9
1803 - Robert Fulton tests his 

paddle-wheeled steamboat on the 
River Seine, France, but it sinks.

1898 - Rudolf Diesel of Germany 
obtains patent #608,845 for his 
internal combustion engine, later 
known as the diesel engine.

1930 - Animated character Betty 
Boop debuts in Max Fleischer’s 
cartoon “Dizzy Dishes.”

1944 - Smokey Bear debuts as 
spokesman for fire prevention.

1945 - US drops second atomic 
bomb “Fat Man” on Nagasaki, 
Japan, destroying part of the city.

Tribune Media Services

Jumbles: STASH  SOUPY  MEDLEY  IMPALA
Answers: They said “hello” as their boats passed each other on the -- “HI” SEAS

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Playfully shy
4 Cooled with cubes
8 Shrubs arranged as barriers
14 Anger
15 It has three numbers and two 

slashes
16 Staves off
17 *Afternoon social that may 

include a waltz or three
19 Stay close to

20 Start of a pirate’s refrain
21 Matching tops worn together
23 Phobos, to Mars
25 Cry after a golfer’s ace
26 “Even __ speak ... “
29 Goldarn
31 [None of the above]
34 New Mexico art community
35 Wall St. takeover
36 Tom, Dick or Harry
37 U.K. continent

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 38 *Brewery container
40 Arg. neighbor
41 Hopping joints?
43 Elton John’s title
44 Chinese menu possessive
45 Used a stun gun on
46 Jared of “Panic Room”
47 Russo of “Ransom”
48 Panache
50 “Giant” author Ferber
52 “The Piano Lesson” painter Henri
54 Depends (on)
58 Summer TV fare
59 Like the U.S. political system, 

and a hint to the answers to 
starred clues

61 Hush-hush
62 Deep sleep
63 B&B, maybe
64 1896 and 2004 Olympics setting
65 Command to a dog
66 Anatomical pouch

Down
1 Part of SLC
2 Sundae-topping cookie
3 “All right!”
4 “Famous Potatoes” state
5 Does some necking
6 “Yada, yada, yada” letters
7 Tick repellent
8 Hard thing to kick
9 Vespers
10 Population statistic
11 *Growing business?
12 Coup d’__
13 Ukr. or Est., once
18 Stadium toppers
22 Barrister’s topper
24 Local theater, briefly
26 Bothered big-time
27 Hot spot
28 *Monster.com activity
30 Swedes’ neighbors
32 Noted 2001 bankruptcy
33 Word in a green trio?
36 British landing facility
38 Sheets and pillowcases
39 Sky box?
42 Professor’s address
44 Singing syllables
46 Capt.’s underlings
49 Helpers: Abbr.
51 Sherpa’s country
52 Convene
53 Carve in stone
55 Colored eye part
56 Italian peak
57 Match audio and video
58 Mandela’s land: Abbr.
60 Tales of __: misfortunes
  (C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

ROSE  LILY  TULIP  PANSY  DAHLIA  ORCHID  LAVENDER
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THIS DAY IN RELIGION

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

I miss the days when a popsicle 
had the power to erase your child’s 
heavy heart.

Those days were fleeting, and 
I didn’t realize how quickly until 
they were gone. Had I known, I 
wouldn’t have wasted so much 
time longing for five minutes alone 
in the restroom! As young parents, 
what seemed like the rantings of 
old people to 
“Enjoy these days 
because they 
pass before you 
know it” seemed so out of touch 
with my reality. What I didn’t under-
stand was they had been there, 
done that, got the T-shirt, worn it 
out, and made it into a patchwork 
quilt!

When someone has 
walked a path, they 
know the beginning, 

the middle, and the end, and their 
experience is a valuable com-
modity. That is, if they have an 
audience willing to listen.

Country people love stories 
that explain things that may seem 
about as clear as mud. That being 
the case, we’re fixin’ to tell one, as 
my mama would say. My husband 
and I went to see Will Smith’s 
movie, “Collateral Beauty.”

I like most of his movies, but not 
always for the storyline. I get lost 
watching him because it’s amazing 
how much he walks, talks, and has 
mannerisms like my son, Shawn. 
They could be identical twins when 
it comes to their demeanor.

It was a heart-wrenching movie 
for me because of my other son, 
Jerry. In the movie, Will’s daughter 
died of cancer at age six, and my 
Jerry died of cancer at age five. I 
sat there watching the movie, but 
in reality, I was living it along with 
him as my heart was taken captive 
once again with the hurt, anger, 
frustration, and questions about 
why.

After the movie, my husband 
commented on what a good 
movie it was. My response was 
somewhat different. I hadn’t just 
watched it; I lived it! A disclaimer 
is warranted here that my husband 
came into my life 18 years after 
Jerry had passed away. Therefore, 
there was a decided difference in 

how the movie affected each of us. 
When you’ve lived through some-
thing, it gives you a totally different 
perspective on how it feels.

I’m fascinated with the song, 
“I Can Only Imagine.” My heart 
can’t imagine how the God of this 
universe, the One who created 
everything, would choose to 
come incognito, and into a family 
shamed by being pregnant before 
the wedding? He could have 

arranged to be 
born on silk 
sheets with 
servants standing 

by, providing the latest healthcare 
services, and it would have still 
been a mighty miracle!

Instead, He chose to come as a 
blue-collar man, like you and me. 
This choice was so He could iden-
tify in every respect of our lives 
and say with meaning, “I know just 
how that feels! Come to Me, all 
you who are heavy laden, and I will 
give you rest. Take My yoke upon 
you and learn from Me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you 
will find rest for your souls.”

This sort of sounds like 
when life has become 
overwhelming, and you call 

your mama. Words aren’t really 
necessary; she can tell by the 
tone of your voice that you need 
her. She says, “Come on home, 
sweet one, and I’ll cook something 
special for you, and we’ll talk about 
it.” Yeah, that’s pretty close to what 
Jesus was saying in the above 
verse, and He doesn’t need a 
popsicle to fix it.

Jesus is like that. He lived here 
33 years, but the first 30 were 
experiencing everyday life and all 
the challenges it brings. Everything 
life can throw at you, He lived it. 
Everything. When He put on skin, 
He took off His divinity so he could 
identify with all our feelings and 
truly say, “I know just how that 
feels. Let Me show you how to live 
through it.” He, the Creator, did 
this as a man with one objective 
in mind, to light a way through the 
darkness so we could find our way 
home.

Like fathers here who long for 
their wayward children, He longs 
for us. His desire is that we want 
Him. He offers us comfort in our 
heartache when we run to Him 

and allow Him to hold us as He 
whispers our name. Every story, 
parable, even the dry begetting 
parts were written to encourage 
us to have that faith and hope, 
“For whatever things were written 
before were written for our learn-
ing, that we through the patience 
and comfort of the Scriptures might 
have hope.”

We often confuse faith 
and hope. Faith is 
anchored totally on the 

believability of God. Faith asks, 
“What kind of God is He? What’s 
His character like? Is He trust-
worthy?” Often, we are confused 
in thinking, “I have faith to believe 
God for this, but I don’t have 
enough faith to believe God for 
that?” Faith is never about what 
you are praying for; it’s always 
about Who you’re praying to. 
Hope on the other hand is “Will it 
come today or tomorrow?” Hope is 
not, “a pie in the sky.” It’s vibrant 
expectancy, like a mother’s full-
term pregnancy, bags packed in 
readiness and hope. This baby’s 
coming, and it may be tonight!

This is Shawn’s favorite pie, and 
perhaps Will’s, too. It’s the first 
thing I cook for “Christurkmas.” 
Now, “Christurkmas” is a story for 
another time!

         Lemon Pie
3 Egg Yolks
1/3 Cup Lemon Juice
1 Can Sweetened Condensed 

Milk
Zest of one Lemon
8” Baked Pie Shell
Whisk the egg yolks in a large 

bowl. In another bowl, whisk the 
milk, juice and zest. Add the milk 
mixture to the egg yolks and whisk 
vigorously.

Pour into the baked pie shell and 
top with meringue. Bake at 350° 
until meringue tips are golden. 
Chill 2 hours.

              Meringue
3 Egg Whites
1/3 Cup Granulated Sugar
¼ Teaspoon Vanilla
Beat the egg whites until foamy. 

Gradually add the sugar and 
vanilla and beat until peaks form.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

It wasn’t just a movie for me; I lived it and kept the faith

CHASING THE CREATOR

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

 Obsessions can bring harm to relationships
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Is it so wrong to want to 
get out on the golf course and 
enjoy fresh air and exercise? 
My kids say I’m obsessed, but I 
believe there is value in whole-
some activity. -- G.O.

A: Obsessions can bring harm 
to relationships. But golf can be 
a useful game. When the value 
of what may be considered a 
leisurely activity is explained, often 
it can relieve the anxiety it may 
create in others. The Apostle Paul 
wrote about physical exercise and 
competition of his time.

The game of golf reveals char-
acter. If a person is a good sport, 
or hotheaded, or dishonest, it will 
show up on the golf course. The 
environment of God’s landscape 
brings a certain serenity. 

A golf course is an island of 
peace in a world often full of 
confusion and turmoil. It’s a good 
escape valve for inner hostility that 
builds up in all of us. It affords an 
opportunity for fellowship, chal-
lenge and exercise.

Golf techniques can be applied 
to life. “Keeping your head down,” 
speaks of humility. The one who 
looks up eagerly and proudly is 
bound to be embarrassed. Life is 
like that, too.

“Keeping your eye on the ball,” 

denotes resolution and concentra-
tion. Many people have forgotten 
the real purpose of life. We have 
many things to live with, but many 
of us have forgotten what we are 
living for. We have to keep our 
eyes on Christ if we’re going to 
meet the overwhelming challenges 
of our times.

“Following through” is a lesson 
in persistence. These principles 
can be applied in other areas of 
life and can serve us well. Let’s 
always use our time to bring 
glory to Jesus Christ, who has 
blessed us with multiple ways to 
enjoy what He has created for our 
enjoyment.

August 4, 1792: By order of revolutionaries, all houses of worship 
close in France.

August 5, 1570: Spanish Jesuits, intent on converting the Native Amer-
icans, arrive in Chesapeake Bay, Virginia. Six months later, Native Ameri-
cans massacred the group, and the Jesuits ended their work in the region.

August 6, 258: Emperor Valerian executes Bishop of Rome Sixtus II 
preaching a sermon in a cemetery. The emperor originally tolerated Chris-
tians, but switched to persecuting them because he believed they were 
responsible for the plagues, earthquakes, and other disasters.

August 7, 1771: Francis Asbury answers John Wesley’s call for 
volunteers to go to America as missionaries; he would become the father of 
American Methodism.
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