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Private bathroom How we in the media covered the Baby Jessica story With open carry
tops Rangers game And the tragic plight of the man who pulled her out of the well starting, should
By Jase Graves

By Ernie Williamson

Even with this year’s emotionally
jarring MLB season – featuring widespread fan misbehavior, COVID-19
postponements and a game suspension caused by a shooting in Washington, D.C. – it’s generally accepted
(as stated by Jimmy Dugan in the
film “A League of Their Own”) that
“There’s no crying in baseball.”
Well, apparently, Tom Hanks has
never been a fan of the hapless,
heartbreaking Texas Rangers. The
Rangers are currently having one of

Jessica McClure was only 18
months old when she became the
center of a drama that captivated
the nation and helped change the
way we consume news.

Special to The Bulletin

(See RANGERS on Page 11)

Car buying not same
without haggling
By Tom Purcell

Special to The Bulletin

Car buyers are getting crushed by
the rapid increase in the cost of new
and used cars, but my dad’s oldschool negotiating techniques might
offer some relief.
Thanks to the rippling effects of
the pandemic and the lock-downs,
it’s harder to find a new car to buy in
the first place.
As USA Today explains, our
(See HAGGLING on Page 10)
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I renew my LTC?

The Bulletin

By John Toth
The Bulletin

My license to carry (LTC) a handgun is expiring on my birthday this
year in December. The question is:
“Should I renew it, since the Firearm
Carry Act will become law on Sept.
1?”
“You should definitely renew it,”
said Mike Firkins at Big Kountry
Shooting in Richwood during one of
my visits. “You don’t have to retake
the course. Just go to the website
and fill out the renewal form.”

The View from My Seat
On Oct. 14, 1987, while playing
in her aunt’s yard in Midland, Jessica fell into an eight-inch diameter
well and became trapped 22 feet
down.
The rescue of Jessica was revisited 34 years later by CNN in the
recent documentary “58 hours: The
Baby Jessica Story.”
CNN was the first 24-hour news
channel and was taking on the
network giants. The Jessica story
was just what the fledgling network
needed.
As managing editor of the Houston Post at the time, I remember

Baby Jessica after being rescued (From biography.com).
the Baby Jessica story well.
Before leaving work that October
day, I checked the wire services one
last time and noticed a short wire
service story about Jessica. It was
buried among bigger national and
international events. Rescue efforts

were just starting.
Gut instinct told me the story
about the small girl would develop
into a big story, one worth sending
our own reporter and photographer
to cover.

(See JESSICA on Page 8)

Medical experts: Delta is ready when you aren’t
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

When Bob Trautman walks
around the Lake Jackson hospital
each morning, he sees 20-plus
patients in the Emergency Room
waiting to be admitted.
Many of them are young,
mostly unvaccinated, and they are
very sick from the Covid virus or
its Delta variant.
“If I can send any message, it’s
- get vaccinated. Ten percent or
less who are sick are vaccinated,
and there’s usually underlying
(health) conditions with those,”
said Trautman, the new president
of CHI St. Luke’s Health - Brazosport Hospital.
Trautman participated in a panel
discussion of area medical professionals at the Angleton Chamber’s
August network luncheon on

Thursday, which focused on the
Covid virus and vaccinations.
Trautman’s remarks reflected
a message that was repeated by
others on the panel.
“The vaccinated ones are coming
home; the unvaccinated are dying,”
said Rhonda Seth, who is a Registered Nurse at Altus Emergency
Center in Lake Jackson.
She said the Covid situation is
highly politicized and urged everyone to use common sense and continue washing their hands often and
“don’t get in people’s faces.” When
it comes to vaccinations, everyone
should have a choice, Seth said, but
added that no one can argue with
the numbers.
“There’s a big surge,” said Beth
Reimschissel, who is Administrator
& Associate Chief Nursing & Patient
Care Services Officer for UTMB’s

Angleton campus.
She said hospitals are in a
fourth surge and in a heightened
phase to prevent a fifth surge.
“Delta is super contagious, and
people are super sick, and the
unvaccinated are very vulnerable.
Ninety-eight percent in the hospital
are unvaccinated, and 75 percent
are under the age of 65.”
That’s because there seems to
be a lot of resistance from younger
residents in the community to get
the vaccine, she suggested, but
they are showing up at the hospitals and being admitted.
“With the vaccine, your body has
had a chance to be prepared for it
(Covid),” Reimschissel said.
Educating people about the
virus and the vaccines is a key
to curtailing the Covid spike, she

(See COVID on Page10)

Ramblings
He then gave me a three-page
pamphlet detailing why the license
is still important and the benefits it
provides.
That was good and bad news.
The good news is that I don’t have
to go through another course. The
bad news is that I don’t have to go
through another course.
Let me explain. In December of
2016, I decided to take the LTC
course. I invited my three children
to join me in taking it, starting at 8
a.m., Dec. 31, 2016.
I had nothing scheduled for that
day, anyway. The course was being
held, and I didn’t want to take it by
myself. I told them that I would pay
their fees if they came.
At 7:30 that morning, my daughter, Stephanie, pulled into my
driveway, ready to take the course
with me. I was really glad about that,
since she worked in retail at the time
and had to take money to the bank
in the mornings. Knowing how and
when to use a handgun would not
be such a bad idea, I thought.
She had never fired or even held
a gun before that day. That was

(See LICENSE on Page 5)
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AUGUST 18

Weather facts that
are not that ordinary
August 17
1915 - A hurricane hit Galveston
with wind gusts to 120 mph and
a 12-foot storm surge. The storm
claimed 275 lives, including 42 on
Galveston Island, with most deaths
due to drowning. Of 250 homes
built outside the seawall (which was
constructed after the catastrophic
hurricane of 1900), just 10% were
left standing.
August 18
1983 - Hurricane Alicia ravaged
southeastern Texas. The hurricane
caused more than $3 billion property
damage, making it one of the costliest hurricanes in the history of the
U.S. Just 13 persons were killed,
but 1800 others were injured. The
hurricane packed winds to 130 mph
as it crossed Galveston Island, and
spawned 22 tornadoes in less than
24 hours as it made landfall.
August 19
1986 - The temperature at San
Antonio soared to an all-time record
high of 108 degrees.
August 20
1886 - The town of Indianola, TX,
was completely destroyed by a hurricane, and it was never rebuilt.
August 22
1992 - Hurricane Andrew makes
landfall in Southern Florida as a
Category 5 storm with wind guests
estimated in excess of 175 mph
Estimated damages exceeded $20
billion, more than 60 people were
killed, and approximately 2 million
people were evacuated from their
homes.

AUGUST 19

AUGUST 20

AUGUST 21

AUGUST 22

AUGUST 23

AUGUST 24

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Infant moodes
Q. Video record your infant
daughter’s face for a week,
through mood highs and lows,
and how many distinct emotional
expressions might you capture?
A. Expect to spot joy -- mouth
smiling, cheeks lifted, twinkle in
the eye -- anger, fear, sadness, surprise, interest, and disgust -- nose
wrinkled, upper lip raised, tongue
pushed outward -- says David G.
Myers in “Psychology: 6th Edition,”
drawing on the work of Carroll
Izard.
These natural seven are there
in Baby from birth, recognizable
in cultures worldwide, the number
later growing to include contempt,
shame, guilt, and maybe love.
Other emotions may be combinations of these 10.
In almost all cases, the expression and emotion are intertwined,
with the expression actually
heightening the feeling, called
“facial feedback”: How happy that a
doting Mom (or Dad), when smiling
at Baby, not only expresses her joy
but feels it more; and that Baby,
beaming back the same, helps
tighten empathic bonds through
up-close mother-and-child facial
mimicry!
What’s new is old
Q. From a reader in the United
Arab Emirates: “Many thousands of years have passed
since Earth and its first creatures
and early humankind appeared.
These have died and gone, and
there are new births and growth
of trees and plants. So, is the
mass/weight of Earth increasing
or not?”
A. Not, because the Earth is
pretty much a closed system.

Please let our
advertisers
know that you
saw their ad in
The Bulletin

Some interplanetary cosmic dust
and rocky meteorites do enter,
but light gases like helium and
hydrogen escape from the top of
the atmosphere for a mass-reducing effect.
But these are minuscule compared to the Earth’s weight. Yet,
as organisms die and are born, a
vast recycling of elements occurs:
Animate or inanimate, it makes little
difference, says Penn State-Erie
University geologist Tony Foyle.
“Calcium in my left tooth may
have spent time inside a volcano
in the western Pacific, or in a coral
reef in a tropical sea many millions
of years ago. Carbon dioxide I
exhale today may, within a few
thousand years, end up in the shell
of a limpet (not yet born) on the
rocky shores of Ireland.” What goes
around, comes around, you know.
Skier vs. skydiver
Q. In a race to the bottom,
could a downhill skier get up
more speed than a skydiver?
A. It depends on the skier
and the diver. Top skiers average
over 60 mi/hour on a downhill run,
peaking at near 90 mi/hour (145
km/hr), says Peter J. Brancazio
in “Sport Science: Physical Laws
and Optimum Performance.” That’s
mighty fast, a victory of right clothing, well-engineered equipment
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and proper stance to minimize
aerodynamic drag like a cyclist or
jockey. Here’s where the skier’s
“egg position” comes in -- tested
in wind tunnels long ago -- a deep,
compact crouch with thighs and
upper body parallel to the ground,
elbows tucked inside the knees,
hands near the chin.
But in skydiving, the participant tries at times to increase air
resistance. After jumping, the diver
falls faster and faster for several
thousand feet until reaching terminal velocity -- at 100 to 200 mph
(160-320 km/hr) or even higher,
says Brancazio.
A head-first “nose dive” minimizes frontal area and drag; to
slow, the skydiver adopts a horizontal spread-eagle posture, arms
and legs extended.
Yet even the dallying skydiver at
around 100 mph probably beats the
downhill skier but not the SPEED
SKIER, equipped with special
streamlined helmet on an ultrasteep course at high altitudes to
further reduce air resistance.
Tucked into position and presenting barely half the air resistance
area of someone standing, the
speed-skier has been known to top
155 mph, beating the elusive 250
km/hr mark and outpacing many
skydivers, but not those in a hurry.

The Palms of Lake Jackson
2 BR’s Starting at $775

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.
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I DIDN’T DO IT; MAYBE I
DID. WHAT WAS THE QUESTION AGAIN?: Police used
surveillance videos and phone
records to determine the location of
a 40-year-old man who used fireworks to blow up five mailboxes in
Mesa and Gilbert, Ariz. Under police
questioning, he first denied blowing
up any mailboxes, but then made
incriminating statements about
blowing up mailboxes, stopping and
correcting himself as he spoke. This
aroused the suspicion of officers
and led to his arrest.
WHY WAS I NOT INVITED!?:
A woman crashed the funeral of
her ex-boyfriend, driving at a speed
of 50 mph through the cemetery in
Fargo City, N.D., and attempting to
run over the woman who was the
man’s girlfriend at the time of his
death. The funeral crasher had been
told to keep away because she
had posted harassing messages
on social media after her ex died of
complications from surgery.
IS THAT A NEW DOORDASH
UNIFORM?:A police officer, who
arrested a DoorDash food delivery

driver in Jonesboro, Ark., on an
outstanding warrant, took it upon
himself to deliver the food to the
intended recipient. She was very
grateful.
CRIME REALLY IS BAD
HERE: FILM AT 10: Two armed
thugs tried to rob a camera crew
and the head of violence prevention
they were interviewing on the street
in Oakland, Calif., concerning the
exploding crime rate in the city. A
security officer with the news crew
pulled out his own firearm and
commanded the would-be robbers
to leave.
THEY STARTED PICKING
FIGHTS WITH EACH OTHER:
Three farmers were making illegal
liquor in the western state of
Gujarat, India, and hid the moonshine in a water trough. But some
of the bottles broke, causing their
water buffaloes to get extremely
intoxicated when they drank from
it. The jig was up when one of the
men called a veterinarian after the
animals started to act strangely.
THIS WON’T LOOK GOOD
AT YOUR NEXT PAROLE
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wall, Texas, Fourth of July parade
because she caused a “disturbance
in the staging area.” But she did it
anyway, causing police, in vehicles
and on foot, to chase her down
due to the “dangerous way she
was operating her tractor.” She
was charged with evading arrest,
interference with a processional,
disorderly conduct and criminal
mischief.

HEARING: A man, who is out
on parole, robbed three banks in
Gates, N.Y., within 48 hours.
WHILE YOU’RE HERE, WHY
DON’T YOU SIGN UP?: A man,
who was attempting to parallel
park, backed up onto the curb and
crashed through the front of a driving school on Main Street in Asbury
Park, N.J. The driver was issued a
summons for careless driving.
SEEING RED: A man robbed
a bank in Newark, N.J., but the
teller, who handed over $2,300, also
slipped him a red dye pack, which
blew up in his backpack shortly after
he left the building. The explosion
was caught on surveillance video,
and he was turned in by someone
who saw it and apparently knew the
guy.
GRANNY’S GONNA’ DO
WHAT GRANNY WANTS: A
61-year-old woman was ordered not
to drive her tractor in the Rock-

ATTENTION READERS
WE NEED YOUR HELP
When one of our advertisers asks where you have
seen their product, please
let them know that you
saw it in The Bulletin. This
feedback is very important
to them and us.
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about to change.
We sat through the classroom
part, took notes and learned all
about gun safety. Then it was time
to drive out to the range for the
shooting part.
Stephanie set up to the left of me,
and we got ready for the first series
of shots at the target. She fired
away, let out a scream and dropped
the gun.
Once her initial introduction to
the weapon was over, she fired as
the instructor directed, getting more
comfortable as we progressed. We
fired off about 50 shots.

The only problem I had was that
some of the empty shells from her
gun kept popping against my head,
interfering with my accuracy. As it
turned out, she beat me by a few
points.
But I had an excuse. Also, I
should have used my left eye to aim
the handgun because something
was bothering my right eye. And, it
was raining, so that didn’t help.
We learned a lot and had fun at
the range, even in the light rain. It
was a great and productive way to
spend the day on New Year's Eve.
That’s why not having to take
the course again to get my LTC
renewed is good and bad. I was

looking forward to taking it again
with Stephanie and whoever else in
the family wanted to show up.
Even though Texas will permit
the carrying of firearms without a
license, an LTC allows possessing
a firearm in places that a non-license person cannot. Buying a
firearm is a lot faster with an LTC
because it bypasses the background check. And, a good number
of states recognize the Texas LTC,
so you can carry legally in those
states.
After taking the gun safety
course, I became convinced that
everyone who wants to carry should
take it. It’s not expensive, and the
information can save lives. It is one
of the most important courses that I
have taken.
“When you come down here, I
have to take you to the gun range,”
I keep telling Stephanie. “We’ll
shoot off some expensive bullets.”
I bought her a gun that she has
never had to fire in self-defense,
thank God, but should a situation
arise, she knows what to do and
when to do it.
“You don’t protect money,” I told
her. “You protect life.”
I renewed my LTC. It was $35
with a senior discount. I qualify for
that now. But Stephanie still owes
me a rematch. We’ll see who wins
without her empty shells bouncing
against my head.

My daughter,
Stephanie, and
I on the gun
range when we
took the LTC
class on New
Year’s Eve,
2016. License
renewals don’t
require taking
the class again.
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Senior Focus

Should I claim family benefits?
Dear Rusty: I was born in 1956
and my wife in 1961. I’ve got 45
years of SSA earnings, and I will
have income in 2021. We have 4
minor children, the youngest born in
2012. When is the best time for us
to apply for benefits? Are we eligible
for family benefits? My statement
infers that we are. Signed: Older
Dad
Dear Older Dad: Born in 1956,
your full retirement age (FRA) for
Social Security purposes is 66 years
and 4 months. If you claim your SS
benefit at any time before your FRA,
it will be permanently reduced. If,
for example, you claimed your SS
benefits now, the
amount would be
permanently cut by
about 14%. Your
wife’s FRA is 67 and, similarly, she
will receive a reduced SS retirement
or SS spousal benefit if taken any
time before her FRA.
Your wife isn’t normally eligible
for benefits until she is 62 years old,
but if she is providing full time childcare to your minor children, she is
eligible for spouse benefits sooner.
Child-in-care spouse benefits are
available at any age for your wife if
she is providing care for at least one
of your minor children under the age
of 16. You must be collecting your
own SS benefit for your wife to be
eligible for this.
Once you start collecting your
Social Security, your minor children
will become eligible for benefits
also. Minor child benefits are available to any child under the age of
18, or 19 if still in high school. All
your children who qualify under that
definition would be eligible for benefits based upon your Social Security
earnings record.
But, because of Social Security’s
Family Maximum, the amount each
child receives would be less than
half of your FRA benefit amount.
The Family Maximum amount is
different for everyone because it
is computed using each person’s
Primary Insurance Amount, or
“PIA,” which is the amount you are
entitled to at your FRA. The Family
Maximum normally computes to

somewhere between 150% and
180% of the primary beneficiary’s
PIA, and that amount is shared by
all those collecting.
So, in your family’s case, your
PIA amount is first deducted from
your Family Maximum amount
and the remaining 50% to 80% is
equally apportioned among all those
collecting benefits on your record
(including your wife if she receives
child-in-care benefits).
If all 4 of your children are minors,
and your wife is collecting child-incare benefits, those 5 individuals
would each receive an equal portion
of the remaining family maximum
amount after
your PIA is
deducted.
It’s probable
that your family would get the entire
family maximum amount, for as long
as your wife and minor children are
eligible for benefits. But remember that claiming your own benefit
before your full retirement age
results in a permanent reduction to
the benefit you will receive for the
rest of your life.
So, you should evaluate which
option is financially better considering your life expectancy – claiming
now and getting the full Family
Maximum amount in these earlier
years or waiting longer (even up to
age 70) to receive a higher personal
benefit for the rest of your life.
You should also consider that if
you die first, your wife’s survivor
benefit will be based upon the
amount you are receiving at your
death, so the age at which you
claim also affects your wife’s benefit
as your widow.
Finally, if you claim before you
have reached your full retirement
age, Social Security’s earnings limit
will apply until you reach your FRA.
If you work and exceed the limit
($18,960 for 2021), Social Security
may withhold your benefits for several months, and your dependents
won’t receive their benefits while
yours are withheld.
Note too that your earnings limit
will go up by about 2.5 times during
the year you attain FRA.

Ask Rusty

‘Round and ‘round we go with Medicare woes
Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin
I found myself in the middle of the
battle between UTMB and Aetna.
I waited until June to act on the
information that UTMB would no
longer accept Aetna, effective July
1, 2021. I have a Medicare Advantage Plan administered by Aetna
and have had it since October
2015.
Aetna Advantage Choice PPO
Medicare has been great for me.
Drug coverage is included in
Advantage plans. My out-of-pocket
expense has been $2500 or less,
including Medicare cost each year.
I had switched providers to
UTMB for several reasons. UTMB’s
“My Chart” is a wonderful tool. I can
get lab results before the doctor has
a chance to review them and can
grant access to my online medical

information to doctors outside of
UTMB’s system. It’s a great tool for
patients and doctors alike.
I called UTMB and asked about
the state of negotiations with Aetna.
A helpful voice told me: “You are
correct. We will no longer accept
Aetna Insurance after July 1. “
I inquired further: “Does UTMB
accept any other Medicare Advantage Plans?”
I was connected to another
person. “UTMB, how may I help
you?”
I replied: “Does UTMB accept
any Medicare Advantage Plans to
replace the Aetna plans?”
I was provided two AARP United
Healthcare Plans. I then went to
the Medicare.gov website to look
at plans. The first hurdle I encountered is that only one of the plans is
available in our area.

Medicare plans are not statewide
but cover regions within the state,
and you can confirm availability
by zip code. (It’s not just for mail
anymore.)
I looked at the plan, and the projected yearly cost is about $1000
more than I am currently paying.
I looked at all available plans in
our zip code and found that adding
a Part D (drug plan) to any of the
more traditional Medicare Plans will
add significantly more cost due to
higher plan costs, deductibles and
drug coverage restrictions.
I chose the AARP Advantage
Plan and compared it with two
plans without drug coverage.
Woe is me! The new improved
Medicare.gov site doesn’t appear
improved to me. When I tried to
verify that the doctors I am currently
seeing accept the plans, it was
terribly cumbersome. It seems only
one doctor at a time can be verified,
and not all UTMB doctors accept all
plans that the hospital approves.
I called UTMB again. “Is it
unusual for UTMB physicians to
not accept Medicare Plans that the
hospital accepts?”
There was no hesitation or phone
transfer this time. “You will need
to contact the doctor to verify coverage.”

(See MEDICARE on Page 7)

MEDICARE
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This was not the answer I wished
to hear. Almost anyone that has
undergone surgery or a medical
procedure requiring anesthesia can
testify to the fact that many anesthesiologists accept no insurance
coverage, but they do take cash or
credit cards. This is a good point to
remember before undergoing any

elective procedure.
My next phone call was to
Medicare. “Hello, my name is Eddie
Forbes. My date of birth is such
and such,” and then I answered
questions about other relevant
information. I further explained the
nature of my call.
UTMB and Aetna have reached
an impasse, and they will no longer
accept my Aetna Medicare Advan-

Ten

Memory Care

tage Plan, I’m told. I asked if I can
change to a plan they accept.
“You can not change plans just
because your provider will no
longer accept your Medicare Plan.
You can only change during the
enrollment period or if you move.”
This wrinkle hadn’t even
occurred to me. I now have to
find new doctors and a hospital. I
chose Aetna not only because of
price, but because I had doctors
and a hospital within a 10-minute
drive from my home, all figuratively
speaking, under one roof.
This convenience is gone - poof
- vanished.
I have chosen a new primary
care physician and have an
appointment in October.
So fellow septuagenarians,
unless you are in an employer- or
union-sponsored medical plan
that chooses the Medicare Plan
you participate in, you (or a family
member or agent) must deal with
the Medicare.gov less-than-friendly
website to determine if your doctor,
hospital, specialist and medications
are covered under any plan you
choose.
The deductible for drugs and
separate deductible for medical are
outlined in each plan.
Does the plan cover in-network
and out-of-network doctors? (Out of
network means higher fees.)
Do you need a referral from your
doctor to see a specialist, and what
is the co-pay for a specialist? The
process is not unlike the violent
video games the younger folk play.
Rest up because October is
approaching like a freight train.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send
comments by snail mail to The
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton
TX. 77516.)
Interesting Facts about
Medicare
• If you make more money, it
costs you more. While most people
will pay the standard premium
amount, some individuals will have
a higher premium for Medicare Part
B based on their income.
• Medicare scams happen way
more than you’d think. The National
Council on Aging says that senior
scams have been called the “crime
of the 21st century.”
• Medicare offers a free annual
wellness exam.

Senior Focus

ActionS named Business of the Month

ActionS Inc. was named Business of the Month for September by the
Angleton Chamber of Commerce at its August network luncheon. Breah
Knape (left), executive director of ActionS, accepted the award from
Michele Allison, chamber membership director, and Jeff Bilyeu, chamber
chairman. ActionS helps the county’s senior citizens in many ways.
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JESSICA

to fit down the tunnel and come up
under Baby Jessica.
O’Donnell, who reportedly was
There were, however, reasons not
claustrophobic, had struggled to
to do that. The paper was struggling
free the baby at first.
financially, and it would be cheaper
Her leg, pinned above her head,
to leave it to the wire services. Also,
held her firmly in place. But inch by
Jessica could have been rescued by
inch, with the help of lubricating jelly
the time we got to Midland.
smeared on the walls of the well,
One overriding factor influenced
O’Donnell pulled Jessica free.
my decision to send a team to
In the darkness of night lit by
Midland: Houston was a two-newsgiant floodlights, our Post photograpaper town in those days, and I
pher sent us a great picture just in
relished the thought of competing
time for the next morning’s paper.
against the Houston Chronicle on
Scott Shaw of the Odessa
what would turn out to be a great
American won a Pulitzer Prize for
human-interest story.
his picture of Jessica cradled in the
I like to think I was the only editor
arms of a paramedic. He had the
to realize the story’s potential. I
best angle.
wasn’t.
The New York Times reported 3.2
By the next day, news vans lined
million households watched the final
the Midland streets and reporters
moments of the rescue.
slept on couches in local homes in
For better or
order to stay close to
The rescuer
worse, many point to
the action.
the coverage of Baby
Journalists were
who pulled Baby
Jessica as a major
separated from the
Jessica from the
factor in the developdrilling scene by
well had trouble
ment of the 24-hour
a fence. So, they
rescuing himself. news cycle.
brought ladders. The
According to
taller the ladder, the
Biography.com, Jessica underwent
better the angle.
15 surgeries to treat complications
I remember our photographer
of being trapped in a well for three
telling me he was afraid to leave
days without food or water.
his spot in the backyard to go to the
Now, 34 years later, Jessica leads
bathroom or get something to eat.
an ordinary life. She is married and
He feared missing the rescue …
is the mother of two children.
and worried another photographer
She does not often speak about
would grab his spot.
her rescue and has insisted it has
The rescue was agonizingly slow.
had little impact on her life.
Rescuers drilled a 30-inch wide,
O’Donnell became an Ameri29-foot-deep hole parallel to the
can hero, for a while. The White
well. They then drilled a horizontal
House honored him, and Hollywood
tunnel between the two wells about
besieged him.
two feet below where Baby Jessica
However, according to the Los
was trapped.
Angeles Times, O’Donnell being in
In the meantime, rescue workers
the limelight was more of a curse
pumped oxygen into the well and
than a blessing.
maintained constant communicaIn 1995, four days after the
tion. One rescuer remembers the
Oklahoma City bombing with its
little girl singing “Winnie the Pooh.”
traumatic images of wounded
The drama was covered live on
babies and distressed firefighters,
CNN. For only the second time in
O’Donnell drove out on the prairie
American history, the entire nation
of his family’s ranch and stuck a
watched literally around the clock.
shotgun to his head.
(The first being the explosion of the
“I’m sorry to check out this way,”
Space Shuttle Challenger a year
he wrote on a scrap of paper. “But
earlier.)
life sucks.”
People watched because, unlike
He left two boys behind.
most tragedies, there was a chance
(Ernie Williamson welcomes reader input.
of a rescue.
Please contact Ernie at williamsonernie@
Finally, on the evening of Oct. 16,
gmail.com. Or, send letters in care of The
58 hours after the ordeal began,
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
Baby Jessica was lifted out of
the well by Robert O’Donnell, a
National Suicide Prevention
paramedic who was slender enough
Lifeline 24/7 Hotline 800-273-8255
(From Page 1)

Fishing with Roy: The stories of Hardheads and Gafftops
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

It’s summertime, and a lot of us
are fishing. It’s time to get to know
two of the fish you probably say bad
things about when they end up on
your line. They may just surprise
you.
Hardhead Catfish have a lot
of names. Some of the printable
names include: Sea Catfish, Tourist
Trout, Marine Catfish, Sea Cat, and
Crucifixion Fish.
The last name is because, on
the bottom of the inside of the skull
above where the tongue would
be there is a bony structure in the
shape of a cross. Additional structure can be interpreted as a figure
of a person on the cross. Several
small, free-floating V-shaped bones
can be considered as doves flying
around the cross.
Any souvenir stand in Galveston
should have these on display.
Hardheads are very important to
the saltwater environment. They will
eat all the dead animal and vegetable matter that they can find. They
are the vultures of the sea. If not for
crabs and Hardheads, the saltwater

would soon be overwhelmed with all
sorts of decaying matter and would
not be fit for swimming, boating,
fishing, or any other use.
Male Hardheads are also good
parents. After the rather large
female’s eggs are fertilized, the
male will gather the eggs into his
mouth and protect them until after
they hatch and until the young are
big enough to fend for themselves.
This can take up to 65 days, and the
male does not eat during this time.
Most people do not consider
Hardheads as edible table fare, but
a good Cajun cook can make a very
good meal from Hardheads using
spices.
Gafftopsail Catfish also have a
variety of names including Gafftop,
Sail Cat, Schooner Rigs, Joe Cats,
Snot Sharks, and Slime Machines.
These fish have long, flowing extensions off the dorsal and pectoral
fins. The body is covered in a layer
of very slick slime, making the fish
very slippery and hard to handle.
Male Gafftop are also good parents, carrying the fertilized eggs and
young just like Hardheads. Gafftop
are considered good table fish,

especially if the tail is cut off and the
fish is allowed to bleed out before
being put on ice. Gafftop have a
large head structure and a big belly.
You are lucky to get 30%-40% of
live weight in edible meat.
Be forewarned. Both fish are dangerous to handle. The dorsal and
pectoral fins are of very hard bone
and are extremely sharp. These fins
will easily penetrate shoe leather.
The sides of the fins have serrations
pointing down, making the fin hard
to remove. The slime on the fin
causes excruciating pain that can
last for hours.
Most people say that they would
not eat a Hardhead under any
circumstances.
Wrong – they probably already
have. Up until about 10 years ago,
the most popular brand of frozen
breaded fish sticks listed its number
one ingredient as – are you ready?
– sea catfish.
Next week: My experience with
Hardheads.
(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.

Brazosport College’s Kids College program has large turnout

Children eat popcorn and marshmallows during a 9-to-12-year-old Kids in the Kitchen Class at Brazosport
College’s Kid College. The program, which was organized through BC’s Community Education department, ran
smoothly thanks to the efforts of 21 volunteers, 18 instructors, five CE staff members and one student worker.
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Robert Trautman named president of Brazosport Hospital
Robert (Bob) Trautman has been
named President of St. Luke’s
Health - Brazosport Hospital effective August 9. In this role, Bob will
oversee hospital operations while
providing leadership and oversight
at St. Luke’s Health - Brazosport.
With more than two decades
of executive-level hospital admin-

istration experience, Bob brings
extensive operations and business
development knowledge to the
ministry. He has a proven history of
exceeding budgetary and operational expectations while strengthening physician, employee and
community relations.
Most recently, Bob served as the

Interim Chief Executive Officer of
St. Joseph Hospital in Fort Wayne,
IN. Immediately prior, he led the
team at Anaheim Regional Medical
Center in Anaheim, CA., as Interim
Chief Executive Officer.
During this time, he led Anaheim
Regional Medical Center through
the COVID-19 pandemic and was
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instrumental in the hospital exceedsurgery.
ing the forecasted financial perforBob’s career is punctuated by
mance.
significant achievements at several
Bob also has served as President
hospitals and health systems. He
and CEO of Saline Health System in
successfully led significant initiatives
Benton, AR.
in his leadership at Regency HosIn this role, he significantly
pital of Southern Mississippi, UHS/
improved the health
Palmdale Regional
system’s financial
Medical Center/
performance, while
Lancaster Commualso leading the
nity Hospital, and
team to top HealthKindred Hospital in
grade ratings and
Ontario, CA.wwww,
the highest aggreincluding multiple
gate Consumer
designations and
Reports score in
recognitions from
the state for Patient
local and national
Safety and Satisprofessional organifaction. Under his
zations.
leadership, Saline
Bob received
Health System
a Bachelor of
implemented a
Science degree in
Robert Trautman
successful bariatric
health education
surgery program,
from the University
which received accreditation from
of Central Arkansas and a Master
the Metabolic and Bariatric Surgery
of Science degree in Hospital
Accreditation and Quality ImproveAdministration from California State
ment Program for weight loss
University.

Local Master Naturalist chapter sets
training classes for new recruits
Want to be a naturalist?
Get your feet wet and your
hands dirty? Spend time in a natural setting? Learn about different
plant and animal species? Present,
instruct, and teach youth or adults?
Enhance our natural resources:
build, dig, plant, count, band, identify and observe?
The Texas Master Naturalist
Cradle of Texas Chapter of Brazoria County is offering a fall training
class which begins on Aug. 26.
Classes will meet virtually on
Thursday evenings from 6-9 p.m.
for lectures.
Field trips will be held in-person on Saturdays with the final
one on Dec. 4. Field trips will be

conducted at various locations,
such as Brazoria National Wildlife
Refuge, Brazos Bend State Park,
and Follet’s Island.
Those interested in joining the
2021 intern class of the Texas
Master Naturalist Cradle of Texas
chapter of Brazoria County can
register from now until Aug. 25.
The class size is limited to 25.
Cost of the class is $125, which
covers a state curriculum book,
polo shirt, T- shirt and field journal.
For more information on
becoming a Master Naturalist or to
register for the fall training, go to
https://txmn.org/tmncot/ and click
Training/Intern Training or email
schwartz@tmn-cot.org.

A 2020 entomology field trip at Brazoria National Wildlife Refuge.
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COVID

(From Page 1)

believes.
The Center for Disease Control
(CDC) website “is a trusted source,”
she noted, for those residents who
don’t know what or who to believe
and want to do their own research.
One hundred percent of those

Haggling

“Where we are now” was the theme of the Angleton Chamber’s August
luncheon, featuring a group of area medical experts addressing Covid.

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)
+
a Bucket
of Beer

(Your choice of beer)

3500

$

#1
101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

#2
116 E. Plantation
Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

(From Page 1)

current car troubles started with a
global shortage of the computer
chips that power the magical
products that connect, transport and
entertain us.
It’s so bad that USA Today says
the auto industry has been forced
to shut down its factories “because
there aren’t enough chips to finish
building vehicles that are starting to
look like computers on wheels.”
In response to this sticker shock,
more car shoppers have begun
searching for used vehicles — causing their prices to jump, too.
I wonder if a non-economic trend
is at work here that has some part in
abetting the spike in car prices: that
fewer Americans are willing to negotiate face-to-face with salespeople
to get the best possible deals.
According to Newsweek, the pandemic pushed car dealers to step
up online sales and eliminate “what
millennials (and others) dreaded:
showroom visits that averaged five
hours, haggling, paperwork, and
high-pressure pitches for add-on
products.
That financial and psychological
combat, as I learned from my dad,
is the best part of buying a car.
I remember going with him to
dealerships when he bought a new
or used car.
He’d don his car-buying uniform
— worn pants, paint-stained shoes
and an old coat with rips in the
elbows — and we’d visit four or five
dealers.
As closing time neared, we’d find
a dealer — tired of having the guy
in the beat-up clothes in the show
room — who’d give my dad a deal
that was usually a few thousand
bucks less than what they took the
prior customer for.

in Intensive Care Units (ICU) don’t
have the protection a vaccination
can offer, added Josh Cools, who is
a Life Flight paramedic and director
of business development for Memorial Hermann Life Flight, which now
has a base in Angleton at Texas
Gulf Coast Regional Airport.
Dr. Hugh Ogburn, MD, and Exec-

utive Medical Director of Serenity
Light Recovery near Angleton, a
substance abuse recovery center,
spoke frankly.
“For those unvaccinated, you’re
at risk. The Delta variant is highly
contagious, so all of you who don’t
get the vaccination are going to
get it.”

Today, technology has definitely
improved transparency in the
car-buying process.
Savvy consumers can use lots
of online tools and resources, such
as “Edmunds,” to evaluate asking
prices on specific models and
determine if a dealer’s prices are
high or low.
To be sure, I always use these
new weapons when I purchase
vehicles. But I prefer to blend them
with the old-school techniques
mastered by my father.
I bring my laptop computer and
smartphone with me when I visit car

dealerships.
I wear shabby clothes. I bring
lunch. And I enjoy every moment
of the haggling process to get the
price of the car down as low as I
can get it.
I’m afraid the art of car haggling
— which is dying way too fast for
me — is yet another victim of a pandemic that has changed too many
other prized traditions forever.
(Copyright 2021 Tom Purcell.
Purcell is an author and humor
columnist for the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review. Email him at Tom@
TomPurcell.com.)
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Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

RANGERS
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their worst seasons ever, and that’s
saying something.
In fact, the only time I’ve ever
“almost” wept over a sporting event
(other than that time I accidentally
put on my athletic cup backwards
in junior high football) was in game
six of the 2011 World Series when
the Rangers lost to St. Louis after
coming within one strike of winning
the whole box of puppies – twice.
I was so distraught that I could
barely bring myself to watch them
go down in ultimate defeat in game
seven, wishing I had chosen,
instead, to witness something less
tragic – like a double feature of “Old
Yeller” and “Titanic.”
And here they are again, stum-

bling through the 2021 season
like President Joe Biden trying to
navigate a spiral staircase on roller
skates.
But that didn’t stop me from
joining my family on a recent trip to
Arlington, to watch the perennially
putrid Rangers suffer in brand-new
Globe Life Field, which, from the
outside, looks like a giant mobile
home under construction.
Fortunately, we were gifted with
some tickets in a luxury suite with its
own private restroom, which makes
nine innings of slaughter a bit more
tolerable.
The suite included a buffet of
hamburgers, hot dogs, nachos,
sodas, popcorn, candy, peanuts, ice
cream and all the other reasons we
needed a private restroom.

Wild West BBQ
AWARD WINNING BBQ

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER

8

$ 99
TWO SIDES

2 BBQ
BAKED
POTATOES

1499

$

Once the initial novelty wore off
(after about two pitches), and I had
devoured every edible item in the
suite, my youngest teenage daughter grew bored and began accusing
me of causing climate change by
throwing peanut shells on the floor
of the seating area. She then challenged me in a mixed-martial-arts
tickle fight. Did I mention we had a
private restroom?
My middle daughter insisted
on spending the bulk of the game
exploring the stadium’s concession
areas on a quest for sushi. Yes,
that’s right, sushi – at a baseball
game. And, to my disbelief, she
found some – for only about the
price of an official Texas Rangers
jersey signed by Nolan Ryan and
stained with the blood of Robin
Ventura.
Naturally, I tried some of this elusive ballpark cuisine. Did I mention
we had a private restroom?
Watching the Rangers flail around
on the field brought back memories
of my own ignominious experience
with America’s pastime in little
league. Although my long-suffering
dad tried his best to help me hold
the bat correctly, keep my eye on
the ball and stop gnawing on my
glove in the outfield, I never could
accept that being an effective baseball player required occasional run-

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages
New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

DINE-IN

. TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

(713) 929-2517
ATTENTION READERS
Please let our advertisers
know that you saw their ads
in The Bulletin. This information is very important to
them and us. We appreciate
your support of this paper
throughout the years.
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ning – and practice doing something
other than visiting the concession
stand.
Still, I did enjoy our family trips to
the old Arlington Stadium to watch
the Rangers lose in the 1970s.
I remember the faint aroma
of cigarette smoke mingled with
cotton candy, popcorn and all the
ballpark delights to distract a kid
from whatever the score was at
the time. At one game, Mom and
Dad even bought me a little stuffed
Texas Rangers doll that I named
“Billy Martin” after the volatile and
often-hilarious Rangers manager at
the time.
These days, I only get out my
Billy Martin doll when the Rangers

make a rare, ill-fated playoff run (or
during scary thunderstorms).
Yes, the Texas Rangers are
having an embarrassing season –
again. Yes, they have resorted to
slinging second-rate sushi at their
stadium. And I still haven’t forgiven
them for kinda’, sorta’ making me
cry when they lost the World Series.
But they do have their moments,
and I can’t help rooting (secretly) for
the team I loved as a kid, especially
when I can go to a game and have
my own private restroom.
Copyright 2021
(Jase Graves is an award-winning
humor columnist from East Texas.
Contact Graves at susanjase@
sbcglobal.net.)

Prices good through Aug. 24, 2021
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu MR. MORRIS

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
corn casserole, broccoli, pea salad,
Lunch is served at 11:30 a.m. Menu
sliced bread, dessert.
subject to change. Meals on wheels
Friday, Aug. 20: Meatloaf, macaavailable - call before 9:30 a.m. Low
roni & cheese, beets, carrots, pears &
salt/low sugar meals available - call
cottage cheese, biscuits, dessert.
before 8 a.m. Take-out orders must be
Monday, Aug. 23: Smothered meatcalled in by 10:30 a.m. to be picked
balls, rice, mustard greens, corn, pears
up after 11 a.m. Transportation to the
& cottage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.
center available - call before 8:30 a.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 24: Chicken ‘n pasta
Wednesday, Aug. 18: Frito pie,
sauce, buttered noodles, hominy,
pinto beans, vegetable medley, slaw,
green beans, watermelon, garlic sticks,
cornbread, dessert.
dessert.
Thursday, Aug. 19: Salisbury steak,

BROOM HILDA

THE MIDDLETONS

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

By Rick Brooks

By Russel Myers

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones
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History of the World On This Day
August 17
1903 - Joseph Pulitzer donated a
million dollars to Columbia University. This started the Pulitzer Prizes
in his name.
1939 - The movie “Wizard of Oz”
premiered in New York. It had premiered in Hollywood on August 15.
1961 - The Communist East
German government completed the
construction of the Berlin Wall.
1987 - The Dow Jones Industrial
Average closed above 2,700 for the
first time.
August 18
1914 - The “Proclamation of Neutrality” was issued by U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson (D). It was aimed
at keeping the U.S. out of World
War I. It didn’t work.
1991 - An unsuccessful coup was
attempted against President Mikhail
S. Gorbachev. The Soviet hard-liners were responsible. Gorbechev
and his family were effectively
imprisoned for three days while
vacationing in Crimea.
August 19
1848 - The discovery of gold in
California was reported by the New
York Herald.

1917 - Team managers John
McGraw and Christy Matthewson
were arrested for breaking New York
City’s blue laws. The crime was their
teams were playing baseball on
Sunday.
1934 - Adolf Hitler was approved
for sole executive power in Germany as Fuehrer.
August 20
1882 - Tchaikovsky’s “1812 Overture” debuted in Moscow.
1948 - The Cleveland Indians
and Chicago White Sox played at
Municipal Stadium in Cleveland
before a crowd of 78,382 people.
It was the largest crowd to see a
nighttime major-league baseball
game to date.
1968 - The Soviet Union and
other Warsaw Pact nations began
invading Czechoslovakia to crush
the “Prague Spring” liberalization.
August 21
1888 - The adding machine was
patented by William Burroughs.
1959 - Hawaii became the 50th
state. U.S. President Dwight Eisenhower (R) also issued the order for
the 50-star flag.
2002 - In Pakistan, President

General Pervez Musharraf unilaterally amended the Pakistani
constitution. He extended his term
in office and granted himself powers
that included the right to dissolve
parliament. In other words, he made
himself dictator.
August 22
1906 - The Victor Talking Machine
Company of Camden, N.J., began
to manufacture the Victrola. The
hand-cranked unit with horn cabinet
sold for $200.
1989 - Nolan Ryan became the
first major league pitcher to strike
out 5000 batters.
August 23
1939 - Nazi Germany and the
Soviet Union signed a non-aggression treaty. That didn’t work out too
well.
1979 - Soviet dancer Alexander
Godunov defected while the Bolshoi
Ballet was on tour in New York City.
1990 - President Saddam
Hussein appeared on Iraqi state
television with a group of Western
detainees. He told the group that
they were being held “to prevent the
scourge of war.”

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): Is it
really love? Or just a desire to fulfill
a need? In the week to come, you
might give in to wishful thinking or
mistake someone’s friendship or
sympathy for a romantic overture.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20): You
might find that strain and stress
strips you of your resilience in the
week to come. Avoid confrontations
today because misunderstandings
could occur, and don’t make any
crucial changes or decisions.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Take
the message in the fortune cookie
with a grain of salt. You might
believe what you want to believe
and twist words to fit your fantasies.
Enjoy assurances but remain at the
ready.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Things that are going well should
continue to move along smoothly
in the week ahead. Your attitude
toward finances and your job may
shift into optimism. A partner may
offer some excellent ideas, but
consult a financial adviser.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You are
the sole captain of your ship. You
can control the direction of your life,
so don’t allow yourself to be pushed
off course by people or situations in
the week ahead.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Those who seem sympathetic may
not always be your friends. Those
unable to help may not be enemies.
Be more active at home and more
willing to be a team player on the
job in the week to come.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Confirm with your conscience before
you follow the crowd. Just because
“that’s how we do it” doesn’t mean
it’s right. In the week ahead, be sure
to use high ethical standards as
your guide.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Foster family values in the week
ahead. Any problems you observe
within your family unit could be the
catalyst that allows for improvements. Watch out for mix-ups with
your money early this week.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

Tribune Media Services

21): Today’s New Moon may be
reflected by a shift in your attitudes.
You may be more interested in love
than in money as the weekend
wraps up. You might feel that you
are too busy to take on new tasks.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): When you are unable to invest
money, it’s time to invest in yourself.
In the week ahead, you might benefit from investigating subjects that
mystify you. Group meetings can
test your diplomatic skills.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
The most amazing help can arrive
just when you’re about to lose all
hope. Emergencies and sudden
upsets can take their toll on your
patience as the week unfolds, but
there will likely be silver linings in
the clouds.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Don’t be your own worst enemy.
Being passive might only bring out
someone else’s aggressiveness.
As the week unfolds, become more
attuned to your environment and be
at peace with others.

Jumbles: SWISH DRESS SHREWD OBJECT
Answers: The confusion between the electricians was a result of them getting their -- WIRES CROSSED

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Down
1 Cast-pleasing reviews
2 Disconcert
3 Place to save in Sevilla
4 Like some elephants
5 Relate
6 Adorned with tiny spheres
7 Get all A’s
8 Spain’s Ebro, por ejemplo
9 Lodge member
10 Top with a slogan
11 “That’s wonderful to hear!”
12 Wane
13 Indian strings
18 HOV __
21 “The Chronic” Dr.
24 Secular
25 Role for Liz
26 Apple earbud
28 Force
30 Labor __
31 Narrow waterway
32 Charitable sort
33 Perform diligently
35 Sound meant to startle
36 Big __
39 d’Urberville rake murdered by
Tess
40 Laze about
45 Forced out of bed
47 Ankle art, often
48 Internet troublemakers
49 “The Grapes of Wrath” character
50 Jumped
51 Face in the crowd, in film
52 Zhou who hosted Nixon
54 “See if I care!”
55 Be worthy of
56 Aides: Abbr.
59 Space City ALer
61 Foldable bed
62 “SNL” alum Gasteyer
63 Evil Luthor
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

IRAQ IRAN PERU EGYPT CHILE CHINA NEPAL POLAND
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2009 film title
41 Anguish
42 Holiday tuber
21 Table input
Across
43 Stratagem
22 Useless, now
1 Capital of Morocco
44 Mork’s leader on Ork
23 “Ain’t Misbehavin’” Tony and
6 Green military symbol
46 1943 penny metal
Emmy winner
11 Energy one might run out of
48 Fuss
27 Froze, with “up”
14 Humiliate
50 Judge’s research aide
29 Foreign
15 Napoleon on St. Helena, e.g.
53 West Point, briefly
30 Harry Potter nemesis Malfoy
16 Squeeze bunt stat
57 Way out
33 Fishing spot
17 Soda debut of 2002
58 “Her rŽsumŽ is clean and checks
34 Wane
19 Consume
out”
37 Feel bad
20 Cadillac’s answer to the Navi60
Off-road transp.
38 Security guard Paul Blart, in a
gator
61 Station identifiers, and a hint to
each set of circles
64 Historic start?
65 Tatum of “Paper Moon”
66 Send payment
67 Road crew’s supply
68 Rolls to the runway
69 “Golden Boy” author Clifford
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Jesus’ strength gave me the tools to raise my children

sometimes, it is like that raising
kids.
In a typical family, the story
God is smart; that’s certainly an
begins at the most obvious place:
understatement. He made us to
the long-awaited baby’s arrival.
replicate character and integrity
They’re powered, patted and the
from one generation to the next.
nursery is rearranged, yet again!
As parents, we pattern our
Cell phone cameras capture
child-rearing largely upon how
every “first” moment while uploadwe were raised, even if we think
ing pictures at a rate only exceeded
we are running in the opposite
by the space shuttle. Then, you
direction.
awaken to day two! The confidence
All too often, we find the harder
from day one
we run from the
didn’t
pattern of our
CHASING THE CREATOR somehow
download into day
childhood, we end
two.
up at the same
Frantically, you begin looking
address, or at least in the same
for directions, or at least the return
neighborhood.
policy, only to find out there isn’t
My childhood could be a case
one.
study for psychology students.
With one foot in front of the
Truthfully, God didn’t have much to
other, you survive day two, and
work with when He chose me.
then day three. Time adds up, and
Actually, I am more amazed than
that precious bundle of joy can
the people who knew me before
finally go to the restroom by him
Jesus. I think if God wants to
or herself. This independence has
remove all doubt of who’s doing the
opened up a new world.
work, He chooses people like me.
Since we live in a world that’s
That certainly erases all doubt!
broken, brokenness is going to
Only Jesus can take that brokentouch our children. People will treat
ness and make something beautiful
them unjustly, and our hearts will
out of it. I can tell you where I have
rage with the injustice. We hold the
been broken and how Jesus has
pain of the unfairness in our hearts
put me back together.
and allow pity to take root.
I can readily discuss some of
As parents often do, we try to
the wrong turns I made in raising
balance the scales by making it
my children. I can tell you with
up to them. Of course, we don’t
certainty there were times I thought
label it pity because “compassion”
I was helping them, and I wasn’t.
has a much better ring to it. We
It has been said raising kids is
want to help them feel better about
like trying to herd cats. With a cat,
themselves and look the other way
you never know who’s in charge;
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

when their attitudes and behaviors
would have been unacceptable
before the “great injustice.”
When a child is abandoned,
we’re astonished that anyone
would leave a child unprotected
and exposed to dangers. However,
abandonment takes many shapes
and rationalizing why a child is
disrespectful, uncaring, and lacking
empathy will eventually have the
same result. This will create an
orphan spirit in the child, and they
will feel what they have is never
enough, or as good as what others
have.
Parents have the responsibility
to lavish love on their children and
teach them they’re not the only
person on this planet. To do otherwise, is abandonment of the true
parental role.
When we withhold discipline from
our child because of things that
have happened to them, no matter
how wrong and unfair the treatment
may have been, we hinder their
restoration and redemption…and
that my friend, is the real intention
and purpose of parenting.
Things have changed since kids
drank Kool-Aid and had red mustaches. There’s concern now about
food dyes, and I get that, but there
is a story behind this recipe.
Like most couples in the 70’s,
we held on from paycheck to
paycheck. Our kids didn’t have the
things most of the other kids had,
and I was powerless to change that
situation.

Iron horse connected country, eliminating wagon trains
The American Revolution was an
of the nation’s first transcontinental
unexpected victory for the colonists.
railway.
They won an immense land with
Seven years earlier, land grants
a myriad of perks and perils, but
and loans from Congress had
the only way to traverse its comequipped them with the fiscal
plex vastness was to join a wagon
flexibility to build, but according to
train. It was a
History.com, “In
complicated and
their eagerness for
HISTORY MATTERS
difficult crossing
land, the two lines
A feature courtesy of The
that many did not
built right past
Grateful American Book Prize each other, and
survive.
Then, on May
the final meeting
10, 1869, everything changed:
place had to be renegotiated.”
Two railroads completed the task
To learn more about how the
of laying the tracks from “sea to
West was subdued, the Grateful
shining sea.” The presidents of the
American Book Prize recommends
Union Pacific and Central Pacific
“Full Steam Ahead: The Race to
railroads met at Promontory, Utah,
Build a Transcontinental Railroad,”
to drive the last spike into the rails
by Rhoda Blumberg.

This is where the nation’s rails
united - Promontory, Utah, in 1869.

On a particularly hard day, the
Special was created. I held this
recipe as a “special secret” all
their lives and used it on those
days when something special was
needed.
Often, we look for the big things
to give to our children, but if I
asked my children today about the
Special, their eyes still light up.
Special
1 Cup Sugar
1 Cup Water

1 Package Kool-Aid
1 Cup Fruit Juice
Combine sugar and water in the
microwave for 2 minutes; add 1
Package Kool-Aid and 1 Cup fruit
juice; stir well. Fill the blender with
ice and pour enough of the KoolAid to make a nice slush. Pulse
until smooth.
(To contact Shirley, please send
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Man’s worldly problems started with Adam
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Q: Why is Adam blamed for
the fall of the human race?
Shouldn’t God take some of the
blame for creating man in the
first place? - A.S.
A: Adam was the fountainhead
of the human race. He sprang up
by the hand of God like a crystal-clear spring from the ground.
Adam was permitted to choose
whether he would become a river
running through pleasant green
pastures or a muddy torrent cold and miserable in itself and
unable to bring fruitfulness to the
surrounding land.
God isn’t to blame for the tragic
snarl in which the world has so
long found itself. The fault lies
squarely with Adam - Adam who
was given a choice and chose to
listen to the lies of the Tempter
[Satan] rather than to the truth of
God!
The history of the human race
from that day has been the story
of man’s futile effort to gain back
the position that was lost by
Adam’s fall. “But this is unfair!”
some say. “Why should we suffer
today because the first man
sinned at the beginning of time?
Why should we go on being punished every day of our lives?’’
Mankind attempts to excuse
away sin, believing somehow that
mankind can improve itself by

improving his environment. Yet the
first sin was committed in God’s
perfect environment. Think of the
cold, dark river that runs at the
bottom of the deep, dreary gorge.
Why doesn’t this river make its
way back up to the warm, pleasant
fields that lie above it? Because it
can’t; it has no power within itself.
The story of the river is the
story of man: winding, twisting,
and plunging ever deeper into the
frightening darkness. In despair,
we turn against God and blame
Him - finding fault with His mercy
and love.
Humanity is called be humble
before God who will forgive and
grant salvation.
Tribune Media Services

(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)
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