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Remember Iowa Colony? 
Well, it has changed – a lot
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Until recently, Iowa Colony was 
a small agricultural community that 
I suspect few Brazoria County resi-
dents knew much about.

Although 
motorists on Texas 
288 would see 
exit signs for Iowa Colony, there was 
little reason to stop, unless you were 
pulled over by a police officer for 
speeding.

In the 1990s, Iowa Colony was 
notorious as a major speed trap 
and was one of the reasons a Texas 
statute now limits municipal profits 
from speed traps.  

These days Iowa Colony is 
becoming known for other things. 
By percentages, this city just south 
of Alvin is becoming one of the 
fastest growing cities in the region. 

Between the 2010 and 2020 
census, the city 
grew at a rate of 
almost 30 percent 

annually and had its population 
jump from 1,170 to almost 5,000. 

 It is now estimated the pop-
ulation exceeds 10,000 and is 
expected to double in the next five 
years.

 By mid-century, the city expects 
to be home to between 60,000 and 

The View from My Seat

By John Toth
The Bulletin

It was high noon, and I was pre-
pared for the showdown. I waited for 
the most opportune moment, took 
aim and fired. My target fell to the 
ground. I fired again.

They made me angry. I had no 
mercy on them. All wasps, hornets 
and yellow jackets had to die.

I’ve gotten pretty good at this. I 
could hit them in flight. That takes 
quite a bit of training, so don’t 
try this at home. I don’t want you 

spraying Uncle Bruno in the face by 
accident.

They forced me to become this 
skilled with the spray can, of which I 
have used many. You see, while we 
were absent from the hideaway, a 
group of wasps decided to take up 
residence around the house, mainly 
between the porch roof and ceiling.

I took out the easy prey first, 
those nests that were visible to the 
naked eye, although one nest was 
hidden behind a cabinet on the back 
porch. Eventually, they all got their 
just desserts.

But the front porch task was more 
complicated. These suckers, I mean 
stingers, grew in number in the pro-
tected area. They probably thought 
that it was a safe haven, since there 
wasn’t any daily human activity on 
the premises.

When we arrived, there was 
plenty of activity, however. I had four 
spray cans ready to go. Their bodies 
were everywhere as I went after 
the nests and released the content 
of the cans into the crevices where 
they were hiding.

Ramblings

I sent my daughter off to college Jerry Coleman was an American 
hero first, baseball player second

Books replace baby boom during pandemic
By Peter Funt
Special to the Bulletin

I figured that nine months after 
the pandemic began, sheltered and 
cooped up Americans would be 
creating a baby boom. It never hap-
pened. In California, for example, 
births in 2021 are expected to be 
about 50,000 fewer than in 2020.

There was, however, a boom in 
books.

According to Publishers Mar-
ketplace, which tracks book deals, 
memoir acquisitions were up about 

9 percent in 2020. Among the first to 
land contracts were actors Michael 
J. Fox, Billy Dee Williams and 
Hayley Mills. Soon, PBS reporter 
Yamiche Alcindor and retired Nascar 
driver Bill Lester had sold their sto-
ries, as had country music superstar 
Dolly Parton. Willie Nelson got deals 
for two memoirs. As the pandemic 
wore on, former National Football 
League coach Bill Cowher signed a 
memoir deal, as did actors Stanley 
Tucci and Julianna Margulies.

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Many parents (including my wife 
and I) are currently in the process 
of moving their precious partly 
grown child-people (and some of 
their credit cards) to institutions of 
higher education for the first time 
so that these students can gain 
vital professional knowledge and 
skills.

Based on my vast lack of exper-
tise, other than my own college 
experience back in the 1990s 
when it was cool to dress like a 
disheveled version of the Brawny 
paper towel dude, I have a few tips 
to help incoming college freshper-

sons (especially my eldest and 
most expensive daughter) adapt 
to spending their parents’ money 
away from home.

Before embarking on this new 
adventure, college students need 
to secure a few key items, includ-
ing an industrial-strength toilet 
brush and plunger set. Because 
typical college students consume 
a steady diet of pizza, Kraft maca-
roni and cheese and microwaved 
nachos, the plunger is sure to be 
put to regular use. 

And although the toilet brush 
is unlikely ever to be employed 
for its intended purpose, it makes 

By Joe Guzzardi
Special to The Bulletin

Lieutenant Colonel Jerry Coleman 
was a New York Yankees second 
baseman who won the 1949 Rookie 
of the Year award, and in 1950, the 
World Series Most Valuable Player 
award.

After his playing career ended 
in 1957, Coleman broadcast New 
York Yankees, California Angels 

and then, for 40 years, San Diego 
Padres games. Coleman also had 
a brief, unsuccessful stint as the 
Padres manager.

Although Ted Williams and 
Coleman served in World War II and 
Korea, only Coleman saw active 
duty in both conflicts. In World War 
II, Williams was a stateside flying 
instructor, while Coleman flew 



Page 2  THE BULLETIN   September 7, 2021     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Weather facts that 
are not that ordinary

September 8
1900 - The greatest weather 

disaster in U.S. records occurred 
when a hurricane struck Galveston 
TX. A tide fifteen feet high washed 
over the island demolishing or car-
rying away buildings, and drowning 
more than 6000 persons. 

The hurricane destroyed more 
than 3600 houses, and total 
damage was more than 30 million. 
Winds to 120 mph, and a 20-ft. 
storm surge accompanied the 
hurricane. 

Following the storm, the surf was 
three hundred feet inland from the 
former water line. The hurricane 
claimed another 1200 lives outside 
of the Galveston area.

September 9
1921 - A dying tropical depres-

sion unloaded 38.2 inches of rain 
upon the town of Thrall in south-
eastern Texas killing 224 persons. 
36.4 inches fell in 18 hours.

September 10
1919 - A hurricane struck the 

Florida Keys drowning more than 
500 persons.

September 11
1961 - Very large and slow 

moving Hurricane Carla made land-
fall near Port Lavaca. 

Carla battered the central Texas 
coast with wind gusts to 175 mph, 
and up to 16 inches of rain, and 
spawned a vicious tornado which 
swept across Galveston Island 
killing eight persons. 

The hurricane claimed 45 lives, 
and caused $300 million damage. 

Jan. 20 Jan. 21 Jan. 22 Jan. 23 Jan. 24 Jan. 25 Jan. 26

SEPTEMBER 8 SEPTEMBER 9 SEPTEMBER 10 SEPTEMBER 11 SEPTEMBER 12 SEPTEMBER 13 SEPTEMBER 14



2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

A. They’re instinctive, no practice 
necessary, says Diane Ackerman 
in “A Natural History of Love.” It 
doesn’t matter if you’re in Holland, 
Taiwan, Indonesia or Amazonia. 
“The eyes - a little glance, glance 
down, glance back with a little smile 
- that will work anywhere,” says 
University of Michigan psychologist 
Phoebe Ellsworth. 

But a word of caution: American 
guys are a lot more blatant than 
men in many other cultures, and 
while the women may appreciate 
this, their fathers and brothers 
won’t. You could find yourself in 
deep trouble by being too friendly.

“In many cultures, flirting with 
strangers just isn’t done. “Physical 
closeness, parallel postural orien-
tations and touch too are universal, 
but there are differences in how 
these are used, says University of 
Connecticut professor of commu-
nication sciences and psychology 
Ross Buck. 

In a famous example, couples at 
cafes were observed to touch 180 
times per hour in San Juan, couples 
in Paris 110 times, and in London 
0! In other words, romance “dis-
play rules” vary widely: So, when 
in Rome, do as the Romans do 
-unless of course you are in a racier 
mood and could care less about 
conforming.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Can animals learn to count?

Q. How much numbers sense 
is out there in the “wild kingdom”?  
Can any animals count to 5, 10, 45, 
50...?

A. Counting crows are famous 
for being able to keep track of up 
to 6 hunters lurking in a blind, who 
try to fool the critters by having 2 
hunters go in, then 1 back out (2 - 1 
= 1), or 4 in and 3 or 2 out, etc. The 
birds generally don’t lose count until 
5 or 6. For social animals, there is 
“strength in numbers,” says Mark 
Hauser in “American Scientist” mag-
azine, such as 3 male chimpanzees 
attacking and killing a lone intruder 
at 3-1, but 2-1 may not be enough.  
Yet within the same social group, 
2-1 may be enough to establish 
dominance. Rhesus monkeys can 
figure 2 + 1 and 2 - 1 but not 2 + 2.  
They seem to count 1, 2, 3, many, 
says Hauser.

All that’s in the wild.  What 
happens when rats or pigeons are 
“educated” in Skinner boxes?  They 
press the button once and one 
food pellet is released. The same if 
every three pushes yield one pellet.  
And even if exactly 24 pushes are 
necessary, no more, no less, the 
counters can do this as well. Now 
for the incredible part, says Hauser: 
Pigeons can count to 45 or 50 
pecks for food, 45 on a left button, 
50 on a right. In another trial, when 
a central button lights up, they must 
learn to peck until the light goes 
off, at either 45 or 50. Then to get 
the food, they must recall the count 
and go without error to either the 
45-peck or 50-peck button and push 
it. “Pigeons can solve this problem 
too.”

Nuclear power explained using 
trucks Q. When talk turns to nuclear 

weapons of mass destruction rated 
in megatons of TNT, how is this 
destructive power to be pictured?

What a blast
Q. What is a megaton?   
A. That’s a million tons. First 

imagine a large truck, capacity 30 
tons, then 33,000 such trucks fully 
loaded to carry the 1,000,000 tons 
of “payload” - 1 megaton of TNT, 
suggests Art Hobson in “Physics: 
Concepts and Connections.” 

At 15 meters per truck, with no 
spacings between, the convoy 
would stretch 500 km (310 miles); 
for 10 megatons, make that 5,000 
km, or trucks all the way across the 
U.S. For comparison, the atomic 
bomb dropped on Hiroshima ug. 
6, 1945 released just 12 kilotons 
of nuclear energy, or 12,000 tons; 
Nagasaki on August 9, 20 kilotons. 
Thus it would take some 50 Naga-
sakis to equal just 1 megaton! 

The largest weapon ever 
detonated, says “Wikipedia: The 
Free Encyclopedia,” was the “Tsar 
Bomba” (King of Bombs) at 50 
megatons, or trucks half way around 
the world.

When in Rome, flirt as the 
Romans do

Q. For romancing in another 
nation or culture, would you need to 
learn new flirting techniques? Or are 
these pretty much universal?     

If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 
friend. Please let 
our advertisers 

know that you saw 
their ad.

Eight
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

YOU HAD ME AT “NEEDS 
CONSTANT ATTENTION AND 
SUPERVISION”: A bride-to-be 
put an ad on Craigslist offering to 
pay $1,000 to any man who would 
be a date for her “needy” mother-in-
law from Friday evening to Saturday 
evening for a wedding in Hudson 
Valley, N.Y. 

“She needs constant attention 
and supervision,” the bride wrote. 
“She will probably wear white and 
try to escalate small dramas - your 
job is simply to distract and de-es-
calate.” The ideal candidate should 
have “experience with narcissists.” 

HONEY, I’M HOME! After 
he was released from a psychi-
atric hospital, a man, wearing a 
yellow dress, stole a school bus in 
Leavenworth, Wash., which he later 
abandoned. The next morning, he 
stole a front-end loader, and drove 
it through the home he had shared 
with his estranged wife in Chelewah. 
He was still wearing the dress when 
the cops came for him.  

AND DON’T THINK I’M 
BLUFFING! An out-of-town drifter 
threatened to kill everyone at The 

Cosmopolitan hotel-casino on the 
Las Vegas Strip with a nuclear 
weapon he claimed to have in his 
possession. 

WRONG ANSWER, PAL: A 
man, who was convicted of using 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

his motorized wheelchair to repeat-
edly ram a car at a school in Lamar 
County, Texas, asked the jury to 
sentence him to probation. 

But, when asked if he felt any 
remorse for his actions, he said, 
“No.” So they ordered him to be 
locked up for a year. Apparently, he 
didn’t see the Drive Friendly signs.

THAT’S IT! I’M CALLING MY 
ATTORNEY! A 14-year-old boy in 
the Anhui Province of China called 
the police and accused his father 
of “illegal child labor,” because the 
father had taken away his Smart-

phone and forced him to do chores 
around the house. 

THEY’RE OUT TO GET ME 
I TELL YA’! A man in Yakima, 
Wash., fired a shot into his refrig-
erator after a soda can exploded 
in there, because he thought the 
people who live in the basement 
below him wanted to kill him. He 
said that they had shot at him, so he 
fired in self-defense. 

However, investigators said that 
there is no one that lives in the 
basement, and that, in fact, there is 
no basement at all. 

FUNT (From Page 1)

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

Alone at my kitchen table day 
after day, I decided to give it a try. 
I found the notion of putting my life 
into a book so totally amusing that 
I titled it “Self-Amused.” Then, as I 
pushed ahead I discovered there 
was too much to cover, so I subtitled 
it, “A Tell-Some Memoir.” Voila!

My first draft didn’t get far with 
family and friends, who found it 
to be “in the weeds,” which is a 
publishing term meaning “boring.” 
Apparently few people care how I 
rate breakfast cereals, or the fact 
that at age 12 I decided my favorite 
color was green rather than navy 
blue.

I read a quote from a publishing 
“guru” - loosely defined as someone 
who is not very good at writing but 

loves to talk about books - that you 
should stick to things you know 
best. For me, that’s the TV series 
“The Office,” and my own show. 
Realizing that several books have 
already been written about Michael 
Scott and Dunder Mifflin, I settled on 
“Candid Camera.”

As luck would have it, I’ve done 
some pretty incredible things, like 
hanging from a 10-foot ceiling to 
create the impression of an “upside 
down room,” to putting airline pas-
sengers through an X-ray machine 
and then getting sued and having 
to defend myself in Los Angeles 
Superior Court while on Court TV. I 
also hit the actress Cybill Shepherd 
in the face with a birthday cake, and 
sat next to Clint Eastwood on his 
private jet as he cuddled a baby pig.

I was fortunate to make a good 

living doing “Candid Camera,” but 
managed to lose most of my money 
with oddball business ventures. I 
printed daily news on restaurant 
placemats, sold dried weeds to flo-
rists and spent five years delivering 
newspapers while being chased by 
the mob.

“Self-Amused” is now on sale, yet 
I’m not urging you to buy it, which 
confirms my lack of business skill. 
I’m reminded that when Abbie Hoff-
man wrote his memoir back in 1971 
the title was, “Steal This Book.” 
Please don’t do that.

Here’s my offer: If you, too, wrote 
a memoir during the pandemic, I’ll 
buy yours if you buy mine. You go 
first.

Copyright 2021 Peter Funt. Peter 
Funt’s new memoir, “Self-Amused,” 
is now available at CandidCamera.
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47th Annual

Saturdays, Sundays,
 and  Thanksgiving Friday

Discount Tickets available at
Oct. 9th through Nov. 28th 

TexRenFest.com

Columbia Christian 
Senior Citizens Center 

Menu
629 E. Bernard, 

West Columbia, TX, 
(979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menus 
subject to change. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Transportation to the 
center available - call before 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 8: Chicken 
in pasta sauce, buttered noodles, 
vegetable medley, hominy, garlic toast, 
peaches & cottage cheese, dessert.

Thursday, Sept. 9: BBQ Sau-
sage, corn casserole, turnip greens, 
carrots, potato salad, cornbread, 
dessert.

Friday, Sept. 10: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, cheese broccoli, peas, 
slaw, biscuits, dessert.

Monday, Sept. 13: Chili with 
beans, rice, stewed apples, zucchini 
& tomatoes, peaches with cottage 
cheese, crackers, dessert.

Tuesday, Sept. 14: September 
Birthdays Celebration: Baked chicken, 
dressing & gravy, mashed potatoes, 
green beans, carrot & raisin salad, rolls, 
birthday cake. Happy Birthday!

Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip to 
control fleas, ticks, mange, stable flies 
& mosquitoes where they breed. At 
Tractor Supply. (www.fleabeacon.com)
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IOWA COLONY (From Page 1)

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

Wild West BBQ

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

AWARD WINNING BBQ

2 BBQ
BAKED

POTATOES
TWO SIDES

$1499

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER
$899

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 77515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

With
Coupon

Or JustSay You Saw This Ad

Drive-thru

available Homemade Tortillas

BUY 2
GET 1 FREE
Mon - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

(Good thru Sept. 14, 2021. Must be of equal value)

BACK TO SCHOOL SPECIAL

80,000 residents.  
The growth is taking place as 

developers inexorably push south 
along Texas 288. 

First it was to Pearland. Then to 
Manvel and Alvin. Now, it is Iowa 
Colony’s turn to meet the challenges 

posed by a swelling population. 
The population growth along 

the Texas 288 corridor is a major 
reason Brazoria County is among 
111 counties out of a total of 254 in 
the state that has added population 
in the last decade. 

Much of Iowa Colony’s growth 
has resulted from new develop-

ments, Sterling Lakes on the west 
side of Texas 288 and Meridiana on 
the east.

The growth is also bringing 
greater diversity. The city already is 
a majority-minority community, and 
the city council reflects that diversity. 

“The city’s dynamics are chang-
ing,” Mayor Michael Byrum-Bratsen 
told the Houston Chronicle. “It’s 
an exciting time for Iowa Colony, 
and it’s exciting to be a part of that 
growth, that change.” 

To manage development, the 
city hired a consulting firm to create 
a road map for the future that 
addresses such concerns as land 
use, transportation, green space, 
drainage, water systems and public 
safety.

The goal is to add a suburban 
feel while keeping some of the city’s 
rural roots.

The residents also voted in 2020 
to change the city’s form of govern-
ment to Home Rule. This will allow 
the city to develop its own codes 
for future development as long as 
the codes don’t violate the state 
constitution.

“This gives our residents more 
local control,” says Byrum-Bratsen, 
who pushed Home Rule in his cam-
paign. The mayor also doubles as a 
paramedic for Lake Jackson EMS.

Home Rule also allowed for the 
hiring of a city manager to take over 
administration functions. The may-
or’s role becomes more ceremonial.

Robert Hemminger started work 
as the city’s first full-time city man-
ager on July 19. 

Hemminger, who holds an M.B.A. 
from Texas A&M - Corpus Christi, 
has years of experience in public 

service in the Pasadena - Deer Park 
area. He’s been a police dispatcher, 
fire department training chief, com-
munications manager and an emer-
gency management coordinator. 

“I am certainly excited and look-
ing forward to the opportunities we 
have here,” says Hemminger. 

According to the Texas State His-
torical Association, Iowa Colony was 
founded in 1908 by the Immigration 
Land Company of Des Moines, 
Iowa, and received its name from 
G.I. Hoffman and Robert Beard.

The community received a post 
office in 1919, and rice farming was 
introduced in 1920.

The population remained at only 
about 27 residents, and by 1961 the 
post office had closed.

Later in the ‘60s, however, the 
settlement began to grow as part 
of the boom in the greater Houston 
area.

By 1973 Iowa Colony had been 
incorporated, and by 1989 the city 
had grown to 661.

Little did those 661 know that 
they were just the beginning. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Banana split history
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COLEMAN (From Page 1)

Douglas SBD Dauntless bombers 
over the Pacific.

Williams and Coleman were flying 
buddies in Korea. During Williams’ 
39 Korean combat missions, often 
as Colonel John Glenn’s wingman, 
enemy fire hit the plane of “Teddy 
Ballgame” and forced a crash land-
ing. But as harrowing as Williams’ 
experience was, during one flight 
deep into North Korea, Coleman 
watched his tent mate, Max Harper, 
flying just ahead of him, get shot 
down and perish.

Despite the emotional burden 
of seeing his good friend killed in 
battle, Coleman carried on.

In his autobiography “An Ameri-
can Journey: My Life on the Field, 
In the Air and On the Air,” Coleman 
wrote about his early, challenging 
youth in San Francisco. 

Coleman’s father, Gerald, a 
former Pacific Coast League catcher 
with the San Francisco Seals and 
the Seattle Rainiers, drank heavily. 

One evening, suspecting that his 
wife, Pearl, was two-timing him, 
Gerald followed her to a local night-
club, and shot her several times, 
a crime for which he was never 
prosecuted.

Young Coleman went to live with 
his grandmother, and excelled at 
sandlot baseball and high school 
basketball. In 1944, he enrolled in 
the Navy’s V-5 flight training pro-
gram at age 18, the minimum age 
for the training. Coleman eagerly 
enlisted; he feared that World War II 
might end before he saw action.

With the war over, the Yankees 
activated Coleman just in time for 
the thrilling 1949 pennant race that 
the Bronx Bombers won on the sea-
son’s last day by beating the Boston 
Red Sox.

Coleman had a career year in 
1950, but the Marines recalled him 
at the end of the 1951 season. By 
1953, he had learned to fly Cor-
sair attack planes and was sent 
to Korea. By the end of the 1953 
season, the 29-year-old Coleman, 

now physically and emotionally 
exhausted, returned to the Yankees, 
where he struggled.

Coleman’s on-the-field slump 
continued in 1954 and 1955. By 
1957, the playing days of the 
33-year-old Coleman were over, 
and he embarked on his broadcast-
ing career, which eventually landed 
him in the Cooperstown Baseball 
Hall of Fame, where he received the 
Ford C. Frick Award for excellence 
in baseball broadcasting.

Coleman’s only baseball regret 
was when he piloted the Padres 
in the 1980s. San Diego finished 
last in their division, and Coleman 
happily returned to the broadcast 
booth, where he spent more than 
four decades in total calling the 
Padres games.

When Coleman died at age 89 in 
La Jolla, Calif., he was a San Diego 
icon, most often known around town 
by his nickname, “The Colonel.” 
C. Paul Rogers III, in his Society 
for Baseball Research Coleman 
biography, wrote that the bona fide 

war hero was buried with full military 
honors, including a 21-gun salute 
and an F-18 flyover in the miss-
ing-man formation.

Looking back at his long and 
memorable life, Coleman said that 
he was most proud of his U.S. 
Marine Corp dive-bomber, fighter 
pilot days during his 57 World War 
II missions and 63 Korean War mis-
sions. Coleman won 13 Air Medals, 

two Distinguished Flying Cross 
citations, the World War II Victory 
Medal, and eight other awards.

Coleman once said that America 
“is bigger than baseball.”

(Copyright 2021 Joe Guzzardi. 
Joe Guzzardi is a Society for Ameri-
can Baseball Research and Internet 
Baseball Writers’ Association 
member. Contact him at guzzjoe@
yahoo.com.)

The Yankees’ Jerry Coleman was the only MLB player who flew combat missions in WWII and Korea.

Our important tubers
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Growing sponges: The saga of the Loofahs continues
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

The last time we talked about my 
loofah plants they had just begun 
making the gourds, and now, as 
summer and the growing season 
(about 180 days) is winding down, 
so are my loofahs.

I have two pots of two plants each 
on my deck. One pot got off to a 
faster start, and I have harvested 
all the gourds, a total of five, from 
those plants. Gourds are a fleshy, 
typically large fruit with a hard skin, 
some of which are edible. My plants 
are in the process of drying up.

The second pot is starting to 
show stress and turning yellow as 
well. So far, I harvested two gourds 
from that plant, but it currently has 
three large green gourds and a 
smaller gourd trying to catch up. I’m 
sure I will get three more gourds out 

of this plant before it dries up (the 
biggest gourds yet). The little one 
may not get to maturity before the 
vine gives up the ghost.

I did some research on Google 
to find out how to prepare my first 
gourds. Once I felt comfortable with 
that information, I processed the 
first mature gourds. I’ll give you a 
shorthand lesson on how I did that.

First, let the gourd dry on the 
vine. It will turn dark brown and 
get wrinkled. The skin of the gourd 
gets hard like thin cardboard. If you 
pick the gourd early, let it dry in 
the sun. Once it is totally dry, rap it 
briskly on a table edge to loosen the 
many seeds inside. Then cut off the 
flower end of the loofah and pour 
the seeds out into a bowl. (Note: 
the seeds should be black – if you 
get white seeds, the gourd was not 
mature, and these seeds will not 

germinate.)
Next, you peel off the dry skin and 

throw it away. What you are left with 
is the sponge you grew the plant to 
get. Wash the sponge with water 
from a hose to remove sap. If your 
sponge is discolored, or to keep it 
from molding, prepare a basin or 
bucket of warm water with bleach 
(10 parts water to 1-part bleach) 
and place your sponges in this 
solution and cover them completely 
for about 5 minutes. Then rinse and 
dry your sponges in the sun.

 Now you can store them until 
you are ready to use them for 
projects or for bath sponges or pot 
scrubbers. If you are using them 
for bath sponges - they are great 
for exfoliating dead skin - carefully 
cut (adults only) the sponges with a 
sharp, serrated knife to the size you 
like. After using as a bath sponge – 
or a kitchen sponge for that matter 
– remember to wash them in the top 
drawer of your dishwasher.

 Never use an organic sponge 
(even one you clean often) more 
than one month. After a month, 
throw your sponge away or compost 
it.

Some of my gourds have been 
made into bath sponges, but I kept 
the big ends of the gourd to make 
little “scrubbies”. For this, you pur-
chase some microwaveable soap 
(I ordered two pounds of Organic 
Goat’s Milk Soap and 2 pounds of 
Shea Butter soap from Amazon). I 
also ordered a mold to make soaps 
and lemon, French vanilla and lav-
ender essential oils for fragrance. 

To make the “scrubbies”, slice 
about one inch of your sponge from 
the large end of the loofah sponges 
and place in soap mold. (You can 
use muffin tins, but it is harder to get 
the soap out whole.) Then micro-
wave your soap per the directions 
until you have liquid soap. At this 
point, stir in an essential oil of your 
choice for scent.

I used lemon scent and the 
Goat’s milk soap for my project. 
Once the fragrance is added, pour 
soap over the sponge slice in the 
soap mold and let it set overnight. 
The next morning, take your bar 
of soap (with loofah slice inside) 
out of the mold and store your little 
“scrubbie” in a Zip Loc-style bag in 
a cool dry place until you are ready 
to use them or give them as gifts. I 

The Scrubbie made from Loofahs. (Photo by Janice R. Edwards)
got nine large “scrubbies” out of two 
pounds of soap.

The “scrubbies” are great for 
elbows and feet – anywhere you 
want to exfoliate skin. They are also 
good for bathing – no wash rag 
required. I haven’t used one yet, 
but I have given away three as gifts, 
and they smelled heavenly. When 
the other loofahs mature, I will work 

up the Shea butter soap. “Scrub-
bies” make pretty, little hand-made 
gifts, and the gourds give you lots 
of seeds to share for next year. I 
love it! A growing gift that keeps on 
giving. 

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
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Happy Grandparents DayHappy Grandparents Day

Sunday, September 12
Grandparents create memories the heart holds forever

• “A grandmother pretends she 
doesn’t know who you are on Hal-
loween.”  -Erma Bombeck

• “You do not really understand 
something unless you can explain it 
to your grandmother.” - Proverb

• “Grandparents are the best kind 
of grownups.” - Unknown

• “Grandparents are there to help 
the child get into mischief they hav-
en’t thought of yet.” - Gene Perret

• “If nothing is going well, call 
your grandmother.” - Italian proverb

• “Grandchildren are God’s way 
of compensating us for growing 
old.” - Mary H. Waldrip

• “I’m not spoiled. I’m just well 
taken care of by my grandparents.”  
- Unknown

• “Sometimes our grandmas and 
grandpas are like grand-angels.”  
-Lexie Saige

• “The simplest toy, one which 
even the youngest child can oper-
ate, is called a grandparent.” - Sam 
Levenson

Caregiver respite: Eight monthly activity-based
socials for the memory-impaired at churches in
Lake Jackson,  Angleton and Alvin. Free.
• Support: Angleton and Alvin groups;
Memory Care Alliance Facebook group for
caregivers; Caregiver Registry for
independeindependent home care providers and
family caregivers
• Education: conferences, seminars
• Prevention: Brain Camp and Meta Camp
• Treatment: Lifestyle coaching for early stages;    
Zoom school for MCI, Alzheimer’s
• Information: annual Brain Fair offers
oppoopportunity to talk with healthcare
professionals to learn how to optimize
brain and heart health.

We are all about
Alzheimer’s

www.GatheringPlaceBrazoria.org
979-308-4525   M-TH 10-3

The Gathering Place
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The Brazoria County Alzheimer's 
Awareness Project (BCAAP) and 
the Alzheimer’s Association Hous-
ton & Southeast Texas Chapter will 
present the 2021 Brazoria County 
Dementia Conference on Oct. 15.

The event will be from 10:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Lake Jackson 
Civic Center, 333 TX-332E, Lake 
Jackson. It is free (lunch provided) 
and open to the public, but pre-reg-
istration is required (call 800-272-
3900, (979) 308-4525, or visit bit.ly/
DCOCT15).

“We are very excited to be part-
nering with the Alzheimer's Associ-
ation to host our first event in Lake 
Jackson since 2019,” Dale Libby, 
BCAAP Coordinator and CEO of the 
Gathering Place said.

The keynote speaker for the con-
ference will be Dr. L. Forbes Barn-
well, M.D., Total Neurology of the 
Gulf Coast. Dr. Barnwell will present 
"Something Old, Something New 
as We Fight Alzheimer’s for You". 
Also, Tabata Hernandez, M.D., 

Alzheimer’s Association Speaker's 
Bureau representative, will present 
“Dementia Conversations.”

“In addition to these two outstand-
ing speakers, we will have 20 ven-
dors and non-profits covering topics 
such as medications, hospice, 
funeral planning, assisted living, and 
home health care,” Libby added.

"Caring for someone with 
Alzheimer's creates demands and 
opportunities of an entirely different 
order of magnitude than anything 
else you have ever encountered - 
because Alzheimer's is a disease 
like no other. We hope that by 
raising awareness of Alzheimer’s in 
Brazoria County with our confer-
ences, more people will take advan-
tage of the services provided by the 
Gathering Place and BCAAP.” Libby 
concluded.

The Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project is an educational 
outreach of the Gathering Place. 
For more information, call (979) 
308-4525.

Brazoria County Dementia Conference
planned Oct. 15 at LJ Civic Center

Respiratory viruses like RSV spreading earlier than usual
Stacey Burling
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

Pediatricians say that respiratory 
viruses that usually wait until fall are 
getting an early start this summer, a 
surprising trend that may have impli-
cations for the fall and winter.

Audrey Odom John, chief of 
the division of pediatric infectious 
diseases at Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia, said her colleagues 
started referring last month to the 
weird influx of kids with respiratory 
syncytial virus (RSV) and parainflu-
enza as “Christmas in July.”

Jonathan Miller, chief of primary 
care at Nemours duPont Hospital 
for Children in Delaware, said the 
viruses have been “really explod-
ing,” with 127 positive RSV tests in 
July, the most since February 2020.

That has Miller thinking ahead 
to the other respiratory virus that 
usually infects thousands in the 
fall and winter. “We’ve had Janu-
ary-type RSV in July, so what does 
that mean for flu?” he asked.

He thinks it means that flu could 
also make an early entrance and 

quickly spread through children, 
who are good at spreading flu to 
adults. Miller is recommending that 
children get flu shots as early as 
possible this year.

John also worries that this could 
be an especially bad respiratory 
virus season as bugs find kids 
“who went almost two years without 
exposure” because of masks, social 
distancing and virtual learning. 
Now they’re spending more time 
together, and many families have 
relaxed their COVID-19 safety 
measures. Kids have returned to 
school with varying degrees of mask 
usage. 

She also thinks children should 
get the shots as early as they can.

On the opposite end of the age 
spectrum, Ravina Kullar, a spokes-
person for the Infectious Diseases 
Society of America (IDSA) and an 
infectious-disease consultant to 
about 90 nursing homes in South-
ern California, is worried about 
unseasonable RSV cases among 
her elderly patients. Normally, she 
wants patients to get flu shots by the 
end of October, but she’s already 
talking with nursing-home officials 
and patients about starting early this 
year. “I would recommend getting it 
now,” she said.

Prices good through Sept. 14, 2021
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GRAVES (From Page 1)WASPS (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
3-7 PM DAILY

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$3500

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

Then I waited patiently to see 
from where else they would emerge. 
I had a can in each hand with the 
trigger finger on the nozzle.

If I were a wasp, I would go 
after the source of the terror attack 
instead of flying aimlessly above the 
roof and then coming back down to 
check out the damage, only to be 
targeted again.

My wife, Sharon, sometimes 
stuck her head out the door and 
pleaded with me to spare some of 
them. But I had to ask her each time 
to close the door because a new 
round of firing was about to start.

“But they don’t bother me,” she 
said. “What’s wrong with leaving just 
a few?”

They bothered me. At Bulletin 
Headquarters (my house), I was 
stung three times in one week by 
yellow jackets. They came at me 

like kamikaze pilots. 
I’m not allergic, so nothing 

happened, except that it hurt to be 
stung. That’s when I decided to be 
merciless and went out to buy as 
many wasp-killer spray cans as I 
could find.

It’s a good thing that I did, 
because they got used up fast, 
especially after I realized that I 
could  zap them in free flight. That 
was actually fun, but it used up a lot 
of spray. So, I bought some more.

Then I asked myself: Are wasps 
useful in any way? I turned on the 
Internet machine.

“Social wasps are predators, and 
as such they play a vital ecological 
role, controlling the numbers of 

potential pests like greenfly and 
many caterpillars. A world without 
wasps would be a world with a very 
much larger number of insect pests 
on our crops and gardens.”

I’ll take my chances with green-
flies and caterpillars.

“Wasps actually help pollinate 
plants! Honeybees are far more 
effective because of their hairy legs, 
but still, considering the alarming 
health of our bee colonies, we need 
all the help we can get, and wasps 
do help pollinate.”

Now I felt bad. I want plants to 
be pollinated. I guess the bees 
will have to take over around the 
hideaway, because these wasps are 
targeted for mass destruction. Sorry, 
I didn’t feel that bad.

“It may be surprising to hear, 
but wasps share some traits with  
humans. They work hard at their 
daily tasks, such as building a 
nest. Also just like with humans, 
they are more likely to be agitated 
when they are tired. This can also 
be an answer to why wasps are so 
aggressive with humans.”

I understood them more now. 
There must have been a lot of tired 
wasps around the hideaway. They 
are all sleeping now.

a handy back scratcher during 
extended potty/cell phone time.

Once college students are settled 
in, they should try to get to know 
their professors on the rare occa-
sions when said students actually 
attend class. In fact, it’s advisable 
for students to visit the professor 
during office hours when the profes-
sor is probably bored and watching 
reruns of “Little House on the Prai-
rie” on Amazon Prime. During these 
meetings, students have a chance 
to distinguish themselves through 
small gestures of kindness, like 
offering to hose off the professor’s 
electric vehicles – or children.

If students want to make an espe-
cially positive impression, they could 
volunteer to give the professor’s 
cat its pills. When the professor is 
averaging grades at the end of the 
semester, it couldn’t hurt to be rec-
ognized as the student who risked 
a thorough eyeball clawing so Miss 
Whiskers could be worm-free.

Because the weekly grind of 
sleeping through classes and 
starting the weekend on Tuesday 
afternoon can be extremely stressful 
for a college student, it’s important 
to let off some steam every once in 
a while. However, any leisure activ-
ities must exclude the following at 
all costs: sex, drugs, facial tattoos, 
sex, drinking, public nudity, sex, 

watching “Outer Banks,” dressing 
up like stuffed animals, sex and sex. 
Other than these strictly prohibited 
activities, enjoy!

One worthwhile extra-curricular 
pursuit that I’ve strongly recom-
mended to my daughter is regular 
church attendance. Let’s say she’s 
invited to an “Animal House”-style 
toga party by a young man who 
needs a good kick in the baptistry. 
As an alternative, she should go 
down to the local First Church of 
the Immaculate Covered Dish for 
Sunday services, throw on a choir 
robe, and have a party near the 
pulpit. I’ve assured her that plenty 
of cool and interesting guys will be 
there, including the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit.

Despite my words of advice and 
all of the preparations we’ve made, 
I must admit that I’m still a little 
nervous about sending our daugh-
ter off to college. She’ll face lots of 
challenges as she decides how to 
most efficiently squander our life 
savings.

Seriously, though, at least her 
mother and I can find comfort in 
knowing that she’s well-equipped for 
college life with a high-quality toilet 
brush and plunger set.

(Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.}
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Pessi-
mism may permeate your hope for 
progress. Don’t give in to negativity 
in the first half of the week, as the 
storm clouds that threaten will pass 
by quickly if you remain responsible, 
financially cautious and ethical.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
You may struggle to get your point 
across. These stars could make you 
labor for the right words to describe 
your views. Tread carefully to avoid 
offending others or getting involved 
in disputes.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Care-
fully consider every step. A careless 
error could cause extra effort. You 
may encounter misunderstandings 
or find it difficult to express your 
affection for loved ones.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
It might not be possible to hold 
an entirely open dialog on family 
issues. You might be challenged to 
address problems within your home. 
Set aside time to listen with an open 
mind and open heart.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19):  
People may see the worst side of 
every suggestion and give you a 
thumbs-down on presentations. 
Things that grab your enthusiasm 
now may drain your energy by the 
end of the week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Avoid making crucial decisions 
about purchases or anything that 
affects your financial status. What 
seems to be a practical solution 
or smart move could backfire and 
cause further problems.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Things may not go according 
to plan. It will pay to remember 
that nothing is foolproof. Despite 
carefully assessing the situation, 
one unforeseen miscalculation can 
change everything.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
There may be numerous demands 
on your time and patience, but 
you possess the wisdom to meet 
challenges with good grace. Extra 
demands on resources can force 
you to address the budget.

21): Look for important lessons in 
any criticism you receive. A loved 
one may not be willing to give you 
the benefit of the doubt, so don’t 
push your luck. You’re likely to act 
on wishful thinking.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You can balance the books better 
than most in the week ahead. You 
might excel at organization, but this 
doesn’t mean this is a good time to 
launch new enterprises. Get all your 
ducks in a row.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
There is nothing to fear but fear 
itself. The more positive you are that 
things will turn out for the best, the 
more likely they will. You can find 
the right words to soften criticism 
if you find time for solitude and 
reflection.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You might bubble up with friend-
liness as the week begins. When 
you recognize that everyone is your 
brother, you’re more apt to act fairly. 
Avoid misunderstandings that could 
occur if you don’t stand firm.

Bulletin horoscope

September 7
1813 - The nickname “Uncle 

Sam” was first used as a symbolic 
reference to the United States. 
The reference appeared in an edi-
torial in the New York’s Troy Post.

1915 - Johnny Gruelle received 
a patent for his Raggedy Ann doll. 
(U.S. Patent D47789)

1930 - The cartoon “Blondie” 
made its first appearance in the 
comic strips.

September 8
1866 - The first recorded birth of 

sextuplets took place in Chicago, 
IL. The parents were James and 
Jennie Bushnell.

1892 - An early version of “The 
Pledge of Allegiance” appeared in 
“The Youth’s Companion.”

1935 - U.S. Senator Huey P. 
Long, “The Kingfish” of Louisiana 
politics, was shot and mortally 
wounded. He died two days later.

1973 - Hank Aaron hit his 709th 
home run.

September 9
1776 - The second Continental 

Congress officially made the term 
“United States”, replacing the pre-
vious term “United Colonies.”

1836 - Abraham Lincoln 
received his license to practice 
law.

926 - The National Broadcasting 
Company (NBC) was created by 
the Radio Corporation of America 
(RCA).

September 10
1913 - The Lincoln Highway 

opened. It was the first paved 
coast-to-coast highway in the U.S.

1921 - The Ayus Autobahn in 
Germany opened near Berlin. The 
road is known for its nonexistent 
speed limit.

September 11
1609 - Explorer Henry Hudson 

sailed into New York harbor and 
discovered Manhattan Island and 
the Hudson River.

1936 - Boulder Dam in Nevada 
was dedicated by U.S. President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt by turning 
on the dam’s first hydroelectric 
generator. The dam is now called 
Hoover Dam.

2001 - In the U.S., four airliners 
were hijacked and were inten-
tionally crashed. Two airliners hit 
the World Trade Center, which 
collapsed shortly after, in New 

York City, NY. One airliner hit the 
Pentagon in Arlington, VA. Another 
airliner crashed into a field in 
Pennsylvania. About 3,000 people 
were killed.

September 12
1928 - Katharine Hepburn made 

her stage debut in the play “The 
Czarina.” Four years later she 
made her film debut in “A Bill of 
Divorcement.”

1954 - “Lassie” made its televi-
sion debut on CBS. The last show 
aired on September 12, 1971.

1963 - The last episode of 
“Leave it to Beaver” was aired. 
The show had debuted on October 
4, 1957.

1966 - “Family Affair” premiered 
on CBS television.

September 13
1898 - Hannibal Williston 

Goodwin patented celluloid photo-
graphic film, used to make movies 
before the digital age.

1935 - Aviator Howard Hughes, 
Jr., of Houston, set a new airspeed 
record of 352 mph with his H-1 
airplane (Winged Bullet).

1943 - Chiang Kai-shek became 
the president of China.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Supplies food
7 Lord with a namesake sports 

trophy
14 Showy bloom
15 “The Miser” playwright
16 Levi’s alternatives in the bargain 

bin?
18 Rial spenders
19 Ascended
21 Humdinger

23 Bright red semi?
27 Song heard in the film “Marley 

& Me”
31 Sign of success
32 Sign of success
33 Arte who co-owns MLB’s Angels
34 Prayer __
36 Dog collar for obedience school?
41 Sported
42 Steamed cantina dish
43 I in Innsbruck

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 46 Mogadishu is its cap.
47 Getty of “The Golden Girls”
48 Kibbles ‘n Bits?
51 Petition
52 Relaxation
53 Smarts
57 Inept patsy on water skis?
63 Captain Marvel, for one
64 Walking on air
65 Taken in
66 Parlor pieces

Down
1 Govt. agency in many 2020 

headlines
2 Spa emanation
3 Title Marx Brothers setting
4 Jack of “Rio Lobo”
5 Gifford’s “Live” successor
6 Like logs
7 Huge hit
8 Passel
9 Niger neighbor: Abbr.
10 Nothing
11 Suspicious
12 E on a scoreboard
13 Private aye
17 Often-steamed serving
20 It may be inflated
21 Ceremonial display
22 “__ out?”
24 First name in daredeviltry
25 Takes the bait, say
26 Software subsidiary of IBM since 

2019
28 Peace Nobelist Walesa
29 Focused, jobwise
30 Entirely without
34 Outlaw
35 To a degree
37 Villa-studded Italian lake
38 Greek city known for olives
39 Building additions
40 Strongly suggest, with “of”
43 Bar staple
44 Onomatopoeic dance
45 Quieted
47 Touch up, perhaps
49 Surgeon’s opening?
50 Dominated in competition
54 Threw off
55 Where to find a hero
56 Norse patron
58 Unruly head of hair
59 Trading place
60 Tchaikovsky’s Symphony No. 5 

__ minor
61 First “Jeopardy!” guest host after 

Alex
62 Harris and a horse
(C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

RED  BLUE  TEAL  GOLD  BEIGE  WHITE  GREEN  PURPLE
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Only One can bring a better future
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How can anyone bring 
about change that will create a 
more peaceful world and renew 
our hope for a brighter future? 
-- H.P.

A: No one belonging to the 
human race is capable of bringing 
any kind of lasting peace to the 
world. The flaw in human nature 
is too great; humanity’s lofty ideas 
at best fall short. Only one man 
who is not of this world can bring 
hope for a better future.

While some countries have won 
freedom from bondage, others 
are in danger of exchanging free-
dom for bondage. We have seen 
freedom of speech give license to 
spewing hate, tolerance skewing 
right and wrong. Change can be 
good; it can also be very bad. 

Who is the Man of hope that 
brings true freedom? 

His name is Jesus Christ. Hope 
rests in Him alone, and He is 
going to return to Earth someday 
in judgment. 

No government can prevent it, 
no individual can escape it, and 
those who refuse to embrace 
its reality will never change its 
certainty. Mankind may not be 
looking for Him, but all mankind 
will come face-to-face with the 
One who desires every soul to 
come to Him; salvation is found in 
no one else (see Acts 4:12).

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

Lindberg bet that he could fly non-stop across the Atlantic
At 7:52 in the 

morning of May 
20, 1927, Charles 
Lindbergh, lifted 
off in his mono-
plane, “The Spirit of St. Louis”, from 
Roosevelt Airfield in Long Island, 
New York, in a “win-it or die-trying” 
3,610-mile transatlantic bet. 

At first, getting airborne was 
difficult because he had a heavy fuel 
load, but eventually, he did.

Thirty-three and a half hours later, 
Lindbergh landed at Le Bourget 
Airfield, Paris. 

More than 100,000 people, 
including droves of reporters and 
correspondents, awaited the arrival 
of the first pilot ever to make a non-
stop U.S. to Europe crossing. 

The news generated headlines 

around the world, 
about “Lucky Lindy” 
and “The Lone 
Eagle.” 

In addition to the 
acclaim, Lindbergh earned a cash 

award for his feat, the equivalent 
of more than $500,000 in today’s 
currency. 

(The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “Lindbergh,” by 
A. Scott Berg.)

How our paths at different times crossed at house in Richwood
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Mark Twain, the ordinary man’s 
sage, said that truth is stranger than 
fiction. He clarified that by stating 
fiction is obliged to stick to possibili-
ties…truth isn’t. 

The occurrence of strang-
er-than-fiction events in our lives 
often has us scratching our heads.

There have been several 
such events in my life, but none 
“stranger” than what began on a 
sunny afternoon 
drive down FM 
2004 in 1989.  

We were in our 40s and newly 
married. This was not our first 
rodeo, as the saying goes, and 
trying to build a foundation of shared 
memories comes harder the second 
time around.  

First marriages are easier in that 
respect because you’re young, 
bewildered, and experiencing things 
for the first time. The second time 
around is more like the old Avis 
rental car commercial catch phrase, 
“We try harder.”  

As we were passing the entrance 
to Glenwood Bayou in Richwood, 
I casually said that I once lived in 
Richwood, to which he responded 
that he had as well. Well, how about 
that - a shared memory! My interest 
was peaked, and I said that I had 
owned a house there in the 1960s. 
He said he had owned a house 
there in the 1980s. My inclination for 

interrogation was peaked, and I said 
that I had lived on Hollyhock.

  With a head motion akin to a 
bobble head, he said he had also 
lived on Hollyhock. With the inkling 
that my hair was getting ready to 
stand on end, I recited the exact 
address. With a look straight out of 
an Alfred Hitchcock movie, he said 
that was the exact same house.  

The air seemed electrically 
charged as we pondered the fact 
that we had walked the same floors, 

ate in the same 
kitchen and slept 
in the same 

bedroom, although second-time- 
arounders try not to think about 
previous sleeping arrangements!  

We turned and drove by the 
house and pondered how the 
destiny of our lives had crossed 
without our even knowing it. My first 
child was six months old in 1967 
when we bought the house, and he 
had a six-year-old in 1981 when he 
bought it. 

I asked if the built-in oven was 
still turquoise and the bathroom tile 
yellow with turquoise tub and toilet 
when he lived there. It was. 

As we sat in the car staring at the 
house, we marveled that truth really 
is stranger than fiction.

We drove away from the house 
with a shared memory, howbeit 
strange, to build upon. Years 
passed; grandkids came along with 
retirement. 

Our bucket list of things we were 
going to do after retirement, like 
travel, go to bible school, and min-
ister wherever the Lord opened a 
door, were checked off our lists.  

We finally made our way back 
home to Brazoria County and to the 
kind of friends whom you can pick 
right up with where you had left off 
10 years previously.  

Most of them attend the Tuesday 
morning Bible study class at The 
Gathering church in West Columbia, 
and we stepped right back into the 
comfort of studying the word of God 
and Southern hospitality.  

Our bible study group is co-ed 
and like us, most have enough 
gray hair to keep Clairol financially 

solvent for years to come. Occa-
sionally people not old enough to 
possess an AARP card come, but 
for the most part, the attendees are 
more familiar with Andy Taylor than 
Taylor Swift.

 Since we knew about half of the 
group, we set out immediately to 
make the new faces old friends.  

We were drawn to a couple, Bill 
and Alberta Teague, who have the 
most welcoming smiles. Alberta and 
I found we shared a common love - 
cooking - but that’s not all we found 
that we shared.  

You see, Bill and Alberta live in 
the same house in Richwood that I 
lived in, and later my husband.  You 
can’t make this stuff up!
Alberta’s Banana Nut Bread

½ Cup Butter
1 ½ Cup Sugar
2 Eggs

2 Cups Flour
3 Large Ripe Bananas, mashed
4 Tablespoons Milk
1 Teaspoon Vanilla
1 Teaspoon Baking Soda
¼ Teaspoon Salt
1 Cup Pecans or Walnuts, 

chopped
Cream butter and sugar, add 

eggs, milk, and vanilla; mix well. 
Stir the mashed bananas into the 
creamed mixture. In another bowl, 
sift flour, soda and salt together.  
Add the dry ingredients to the 
banana mixture.  Add the nuts and 
mix well. Pour into a greased loaf 
pan.  Bake at 325° for 1 hour then 
cover the top with aluminum foil and 
bake 30 minutes more.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Chasing the Creator

The Spirit of St. Louis is at the Smithsonian’s Air and Space Museum.

The caption for photo (page 15) of 
Lewis and Clark erroneously  states 
that "they lost 22 men." Only death 
was Sgt. Floyd who was buried in 
Sioux City, Iowa. I grew up in Sioux 
City.

Richard Antonette, Lake Jackson

From our readers

Did you know?
• Eagles have such good eye-

sight, they can see something the 
size of a rabbit from more than three 
miles away.

• In 1990, Muhammad Ali saved 
the lives of 15 U.S. hostages in Iraq 
by going there and negotiating with 
Saddam Hussein by himself.
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