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Grand days of Freeport and the Tarpon Inn
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

As the sea fog rolls into Freeport
harbor at Park Avenue and Second
Street in downtown Freeport, I can
envision how things used to be
when sulphur ruled the area, and
the legendary Tarpon Inn was the
beehive of activity.
It all started in 1912 and ended in
1956. In between, the inn played a
prominent role in the city’s history.

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Memories are made of this
Whispers of the inn’s former prominence emerge from the vacant land
as one can almost hear the strains
of a five-piece orchestra play, while
the perfume of ladies’ gardenia corsages attending Friday night dances
lingers in the breeze.
The inn’s mascot, a stray yellow
cat, “Old Sulphur,” might perhaps
still troll the inn in this scenario.
The tangy scent of sulphur mingles
with the aroma of delectable local
seafood cooking in the kitchen,
and the trace of cigar smoke of the
never-ending Saturday poker games
in Parlor 14 fills the air.
Though demolished in 1956,
the Grand Dame of Freeport inns,
the Tarpon Inn survives in bits and
pieces in old newspaper clippings
and photographs.
It also lives on in Dan Kessner’s
model of the inn, its aged lobby
chandelier at the Freeport Museum
Library and the memories of those
lucky enough to have experienced
its hospitality.
The Tarpon Inn’s story is inter-

(See TARPON INN on Page 9)

The Tarpon Inn after it opened in 1912. Postcard obtained from the Brazoria County Historical Museum.

Car insurance TV ads entertain to catch your attention
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

A survey by a group called
PolicyGenius found that half of all
Americans can’t define the word
“deductible.”
Given the fact we are bombarded
by insurance industry television
commercials, I found that startling.
But it turns out that the insurance industry has decided that
commercials on claims, coverages,
collisions and deductibles don’t
help sell their products.
So, the industry, with its
high-powered ad agencies, has
turned away from informational ads
in favor of zany commercials filled
with jingles and catchphrases. And
they are getting zanier all the time.
I suspect most of us know more
about “Flo,” “Mayhem” and “Jake
with the khakis“ than we know
about our insurance policies.
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These characters have become part
of our pop culture.
Taking advantage of the fact that
the average American spends more
than four hours a day watching

The View from My Seat
television, the insurance industry
spends about $5 billion a year on
advertising.
GEICO, Progressive and State
Farm took the top three spots in
2019 by spending $1.62 billion,

$1.02 billion and $627 billion,
respectively, on advertising.
It was GEICO that upended
the nature of insurance industry
advertising.
GEICO had been using the
slogan “15 minutes can save you 15
percent” as far back as the 1990s,
urging people to pick up the telephone and call for price quotes.
The Internet made that model
more efficient, with quick quotes
online, helping establish insurance

(See ADS on Page 11)

We vacationed without Internet service

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

We were settling in our rental
beach house. The silence was
broken, and the beach house filled
with the sound of a 7-year-old
crying: “I hate this house, no internet. I don’t want a vacation. I want
to go home.”
Welcome to a week at the beach
in a two-bathroom rental house big
enough for 15 people, four dogs,
and a three-month-old baby girl.
The house did have internet - as
advertised, just not working internet,
which did not violate the rental
agreement.
The young cell phone and I-pad

addicts were not pleased with the
lack of service, but the adults liked
the house and location. We were
on Blue Water Highway with the
nearest house about a quarter of a
mile away on both sides.
The packing and unpacking of the
supplies for this group was impressive. My son’s 12-passenger van
had the third-row seats removed
for additional space, and his car,
my daughter’s car, my grandson’s
car and my truck were all loaded
to capacity with the provisions necessary to feed this crew. My son’s
16-foot-long kayak was strapped to
his car, along with his fishing gear.

(See VACATION on Page 10)

Moses was very nice on the
phone. Not the Biblical one,
although I’m sure he was nice also,
but Moses, the T-Mobile representative.
I had to call over there again to
see why I can’t get data service at
my house in Angleton. I can get it at
the Kroger’s parking lot, downtown
and every other spot, but not in my
house. It has been like this for about
six months, maybe longer.

Ramblings
“I can go to my hideaway and get
a decent signal, but I cannot get it
at my own house in Angleton,” I told
Moses. “I just need to know what’s
going on, or I may have to switch to
another company.”
That got his attention. But I was
not going to switch from T-Mobile
unless it was the last solution. But I
also want a data signal at my house.
That’s not too much to ask for, since
I’m paying for it.
I’m not much of a switcher when
it comes to these types of things.
I keep my cell phones for as long
as I can because I hate switching
phones. Each time I have to transfer
all the apps over, and there is
always some glitch along the way. I
also have to re-learn how to use the
phone.
And, there is another important
thing: I don’t want to pay for a new
phone every month just because it
is new. I buy used phones for cash
and use them until they break and
cannot be fixed.
But I also want them to work,
which they do not at my house with(See CELL PHONES on Page 5)
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September 15
1752 - A great hurricane produced a tide along the South Carolina coast which nearly inundated
downtown Charleston. However,
just before the tide reached the
city, a shift in the wind caused the
water level to drop five feet in ten
minutes.
September 16
1984 - The remains of Tropical
Storm Edouard began to produce
torrential rains in the Lower Rio
Grande Valley of Texas. Port Isabel
reported more than 21 inches.
September 17
1988 - Early in the morning a
tornado hit Kelly Air Force Base
in San Antonio, TX., injuring three
persons and causing $28 million
dollars in damage. A second tornado on the northwest side of San
Antonio caused $6 million dollars
in damage, and a third tornado in
Bexar County killed one person
and injured another. Thunderstorms
associated with Hurricane Gilbert
spawned a total of 47 tornadoes in
a two-day period, with 40 of those
tornadoes in central and south
central Texas.
September 18
1967 - Hurricane Beulah deluged
Brownsville, TX., as 12.19 inches
of rain fell in 24 hours, to establish
a record for that location. Hurricane
Beulah made landfall on the 20th
near the mouth of the Rio Grande
River, where a wind gust to 135
mph was reported by a ship in the
port.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
What umbraphiles love to
pursue the most
Q. What’s the “400 x 1/400 = 1”
that sends umbraphiles (eclipse
lovers) off in pursuit of their heavenly love?
A. This lucky equation sums up
the Moon being 400 times smaller
than the Sun, but at the same time
400 times closer to the Earth, so
their discs appear exactly the same
size in the sky, says “New Scientist” magazine. This makes total
solar eclipses (TSEs) possible.
Possible, but with the path of the
moon’s shadow on Earth barely
100 kilometers (62 mi) wide, passing at times over sea or remote
land or screened out by clouds
during the crucial few seconds or
minutes, TSEs are quite rare.
Mark this down on your calendar - as umbraphiles already
know - that the next time you can
expect the shadow to pass over
your particular dwelling-spot is,
on average, 360 years after the
last time it passed by there. And
if it happens to be cloudy, well, try
again in 360 years. Which means
the dedicated eclipse lover must be
an eclipse chaser, going to where
the action is.
Where? There’s a TSE somewhere every year or so. University of Arizona astronomer and
umbraphile Glenn Schneider,
having chased down a few dozen,
told “New Scientist” of the majestic sweep of the lunar shadow
and, finally, “the thin white glow
of the Sun’s corona, the solar
atmosphere that can only be seen
during a TSE.”
So if this captures your fancy,
check a chart and book a flight.
Or hope the 360-year wait for your

If you like reading
The Bulletin each
week, pick up an
extra copy for a
friend. Please let
our advertisers
know that you saw
their ad.

hometown is just about up.
Pleasant dreams, but for
how long?
Q. Which sleeps more... an
elephant, a human, a dog, a cat, a
ferret or an opossum?
A. You’d think bigger animals
would need to sleep more from carrying around so much weight, but
the opposite is true: An elephant
sleeps only 3-4 hours in every 24,
a person 8, a dog 10, a cat 12.5, a
ferret 14, an opossum 18.
Efficiency seems the key, says
Jerome Siegel of the University of
California, in “Scientific American.”
Bigger animals require less food
per pound to move around and
are more heat efficient, staying
warmer more easily because of
their smaller surface-area-to-mass
ratio. So an opossum or ferret
requires faster metabolism, as well
as higher brain and body temperatures. But “metabolism is a messy
business that generates free radicals - extremely reactive chemicals
that damage and even kill cells.”
And sleep (especially non-REM,
non-dreaming sleep) seems to help
deal with the damage done during
waking.
As Shakespeare wrote, “Sleep
knits up the ravell’d sleeve of care.”
For man and beast alike, it turns
out.
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How come your ice skates
are clapping?
Q. Clap, clap, clap... on the ice. Is
this the sound of audiences in raves
over the new improved skating
speeds, or a noise dreamed up in
sports biomechanics laboratories?
A. Lab wizards have long understood that the longer a skater’s
skates stay in contact with the ice,
the longer in effect is the stride,
giving more driving force, say Jerry
Wilson and Anthony Buffa in “College Physics.”
The “clap skates” - invented by
Dutch researchers and based on
a century-old idea - have a springloaded hinge near the toe to allow
the heel to lift off the blade, which
stays on the ice longer for a better
push. Then the blade slaps back up
against the boot each time the foot
is lifted off the ice.
Do the skates work? So well they
were instrumental in new speed
skating records being set. Will
they steal the show? “Probably not
completely. On a long track where
skaters compete against the clock,
the clapping is no more than a
slight annoyance. But on a short
curved track where skaters compete
against each other, a surprise move
to pass another skater would be
well announced - clap, clap, clap no surprise.”

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
Bedrooms
. Walk-in Closets
. Sparkling
Swimming Pool
. Easy Access to
Hwy. 288

REDUCED RATES*

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115 . AngletonManor APTS.com
1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515
*See oﬃce
for details
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.
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MAYBE MARRYING THIS
GUY WASN’T SUCH A GOOD
IDEA; IT’S ANNULMENT
TIME: A groom, stuck in traffic
with his bride due to an accident on
their way home from their wedding
in Kenner, La., accused her of
having an affair with her friend, who
was also in the car. After a heated
argument, the other man fled, and
the groom shot him in the leg. The
wife jumped out and ran over to
first responders, who were there
because of the collision that caused
the traffic jam. They let her seek
refuge in their ambulance, but the
groom started shaking and beating
on the vehicle, trying to get to her.
He was arrested and charged with
attempted murder.
YOU REALLY DON’T WANT
TO MESS WITH HARRY: A man
began taunting a 12-year-old jaguar
named Harry at the Jacksonville
Zoo, and reached his hand through
the animal’s enclosure, causing
the big cat to take a swipe at him,
sending him to the hospital. Earlier
this year, Harry had killed another
jaguar in a fight.

COULD YOU LET ME OFF
WITH A WARNING, OFFICER?: Police pulled over a man
in Eureka, Calif., towing a trailer
with an expired registration, and
found that the car he was driving
had been stolen in Oregon; he had
three pounds of marijuana in the
trailer; and there was a warrant out
for his arrest for carrying a concealed weapon in a vehicle.
I SAID POLLY WANTS A
@#%$&* CRACKER!: A wildlife
sanctuary in Lincolnshire, England,
has been forced to separate five
African grey parrots to prevent
them from provoking each other,
because they wouldn’t stop swearing at visitors.
WHAT ARE YOU STARING
AT, OFFICER?: During an argument over dinner at 1 a.m. in their
home in Clearwater, Fla., a man
and a woman each shoved a plate
of spaghetti into the other’s face.
They were still covered in spaghetti
when the cops showed up. Alcohol
was said to be a factor.
IT’S HARD TO COUNT
THEM WITHOUT FALLING

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Sharon Toth
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5 p.m. on Tuesday.
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2 BR’s Starting at $775

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

ASLEEP: A sheep farmer in
Ravenna, Neb., was indicted for
bank fraud for obtaining lines of
credit, promissory notes and loans
from a bank by falsely reporting
how many sheep he owned.
WE’LL SEE ABOUT THAT,
SIR: A 31-year-old ex-convict got
drunk and broke into the Yakima,
Washington, county jail by jumping
over a fence, heading straight to
the visitor’s entrance, smashing
the glass in a door, and entering
the lobby. When officers confronted
him, he shouted “You can’t arrest
me for anything!” This proved to be
incorrect.
HONEY, DOESN’T IT FEEL
LIKE THE EARTH MOVED?:
Workers at a barbershop in Montreal examined the surveillance
footage to determine who shattered
the shop’s glass front door during
the night, thinking that it was a
robber or an intoxicated individual.
But it turned out to be a couple
who were enthusiastically making
out and, consumed with passion,
fell through the door when they
slammed into it.
SO THIS DIDN’T COME AS
A SURPRISE: An inmate escaped
from a minimum-security jail in
Muskogee, Okla., by walking away
from the facility at 7 a.m. He was
serving a three-year sentence for
escaping from another jail in Logan
County last year.

Take a vacation with BC’s
travel program and learn
Brazosport College Community
Education’s Travel Program is back,
and the potential vacations are
better than ever.
For details on vacations currently
available through Brazosport College Community Education’s Travel
program, visit brazosport.edu/travel
or call (979) 230-3600.
The College’s CE Travel program
is offering eight vacations in a variety of dream destinations around
the world. Be it Europe, Central
America, the U.S. Southwest or
another picturesque location, the
CE Travel program has something
available for every taste.
The trips are all scheduled for
dates in late 2021 or 2022.
A few of the vacations available
are a magical Northern Lights
adventure in Iceland, a charming
Christmas trip visiting the markets
in Germany and Austria and an
opportunity to see the Albuquerque
Balloon Festival in New Mexico.
These are just three of the eight
trips on the upcoming schedule
through CE Travel.
Use Happy Jack® Kennel Dip to
control fleas, ticks, mange, stable flies
& mosquitoes where they breed. At
Tractor Supply. (www.fleabeacon.com)

CELL PHONE
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out wi-fi. That’s a big problem.
“I will put through an order to
compensate you for this month,
and we’ll do another one for next
month,” said Moses as he nervously
tried to find ways to keep me with
T-Mobile. “I see that you have been
with us for more than four years,” he
commented.

“I have been with T-Mobile before
it became T-Mobile. It used to be
VoiceStream. That was probably
before you were born,” I said.
He didn’t seem to be familiar
with VoiceStream. It was basic cell
phone service for a good price,
although some people called it puke
stream. I always thought that it
was good enough, especially after
I started getting a signal in the Hill

$99

* Gordita
* Barbacoa
* Breakfast Taco
* Homemade Tortilla
Mon - Friday 4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday 5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

Country in Bandera.
Moses sounded impressed. I tried
to tell him more about VoiceStream,
but it seemed like he was in a hurry
to credit my account, so I cut it
short. That was very nice of him,
since I only called to complain that
my cell phones were useless at my
house.
“There is an outage in your area,”
he said.
There has been an outage for a
long time. Someone probably forgot
to flip a switch, I commented. “It’s
not that easy,” he replied.
I was about to let him know that
Angleton always seems to be at
the end of the line when it comes to
technological upgrades. When Lake
Jackson, Clute and everyone else
had touch-tone phone service in the
early 1980s, we still had rotary dial
in Angleton.
We bought touch-tone phones
that converted the button-pushing
into a rotary signal, which took a
few seconds longer. Oh, the agony
of having to wait.
Moses probably had no idea what
a rotary dial service was, or having
to remember phone numbers
instead of saying “call home.”
“I’ve got you all set up, Mr. Toth.
Service should be restored by
Sept. 18. I will call you on Sept. 20
to make sure that everything is in
order,” said Moses.
I heard clicks in the background.
He probably put a reminder note

in his phone to make sure that he
does not miss that call. He also sent
me a text multimedia message.
I wrote it down on a piece of

paper, just to make sure I had it. I
like technology, but I also want a
backup. I’ll let you know how it all
turns out.
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Senior Focus

Should I claim family benefits?

Dear Rusty: I’m 66 years old
and still (self) employed as a home
builder. I have not taken Social
Security benefits yet and don’t
need to at this time. If relevant,
my business struggled when I first
started it five years ago, but did well
last year, and I’ll have my highest
earning year in my life this year
and possibly next year as well. My
question is, and it may be dumb, is
it always best to delay Social Security until age 70 if there is no current
financial need for it?
Also, are benefits calculated by
total dollars earned over a lifetime,
or is some kind of average or
mean computation
used? I’ve enjoyed
excellent health
throughout my life,
and I have longevity in my family.
I’m single if that’s relevant. Signed:
Planning Ahead
Dear Planning Ahead:
There is never a dumb question
about Social Security because it’s
a highly complex program. No, it
isn’t always best to delay claiming
SS until age 70, but yours might be
a typical example of why waiting
until age 70 to claim is a very smart
move. Here’s why:
• Your benefit at age 70 will be
about 31% more than it would be
at your full retirement age (FRA),
which is 66 years and 2 months if
you were born in 1955.
• If you are still working and don’t
urgently need the money, your SS
benefit will grow by 8% for each full
year you delay claiming (but you
can still claim at any time if necessary and get all Delayed Retirement
Credits (DRCs) earned to the point
you claim).
• Your benefit amount will be
computed using the monthly aver-

age of your lifetime 35 highest earning years, so if your current and
more recent earnings are among
your highest, they will be included
in your benefit computation when
you claim.
Your earnings in the early years
will be adjusted for inflation, and
if you don’t have a full 35 years of
earnings, they will still use 35 (putting zeros in to make 35).
So, if you don’t have a full 35
years of lifetime earnings, your
current earnings now will eliminate
some of those “zero earnings”
years, resulting in a higher benefit.
• If you’re in good health now
and you enjoy at
least an “average” longevity
(about 84 for
a man your age), you’ll get more
in cumulative lifetime benefits by
waiting until age 70 to claim and
enjoy that higher monthly benefit for
the rest of your life.
If you wish to estimate your life
expectancy, you can use this tool
we use here at The AMAC Foundation: https://socialsecurityreport.org/
tools/life-expectancy-calculator/.
• Since you’re single, you don’t
need to worry about maximizing a
survivor benefit for your spouse, but
if you marry or have an ex-spouse
who outlives you, then waiting until
age 70 to claim would give them the
maximum survivor benefit they are
entitled to.
So, in your specific circumstance,
waiting until you are 70 to claim
appears to be a wise choice. For
others who don’t enjoy good health
and don’t expect to make average
longevity, or for those who urgently
need the money earlier, claiming
before age 70 is often a better
choice.

Ask Rusty

Brazosport Cares Flu shots available for seniors
to the CDC, 46.8%
In doing so, Walgreen’s will be at
has free groceries of According
adults aged 18 and over have
the Angleton Recreation Center on
forDo youseniors
received an influenza vaccination
Thursday, Oct. 7, from 11 -12 p.m.
or someone you care

about need groceries or food assistance?
Local Brazosport Cares food
distribution is a great source for
anyone needing a little help. Every
Tuesday and Thursday from 9 a.m.
to 11:30 a.m., Brazosport Cares
gives out groceries at 916 N Gulf
Blvd. in Freeport, TX.
The Free Farmers Market upcoming schedule is:
Sept. 1 – St. Mary’s Star of the
Sea Catholic Church – 1019 W. 6th
St., Freeport;
Sept. 17 – First Baptist Church
Brazoria – 101 San Bernard, Brazoria;
Sept. 30 – First Baptist Church
Sweeny – 402 N. Main St., Sweeny.
Brazosport Cares delivers
monthly food boxes to low-income,
homebound seniors through the
Healthy Options Program for the
Elderly (HOPE). Seniors (60+ or
55+ with a disability who self-certify,
no doctor’s note required) and do
not have transportation may call to
sign up at (979) 239-1225.
For more information, please contact them at: Brazosport Cares Food
Pantry, 916 N. Gulf Blvd., Freeport,
or email: bpcares@sbcglobal.net.

during the past 12 months.
We want you to stay informed,
educated, and always provided with
opportunities to get your vaccines
conveniently.

Ten

to offer pneumonia and flu shots to
our senior adults. Please bring your
driver’s license and insurance card.
Registration is encouraged and will
open on Thursday, Sept. 9 at 5 a.m.

Protect yourself from scams
By Edward Forbes
The Bulletin

I thought I was feeling fine and
looking adequate as I made my
way around town, but I had my view
adjusted when I picked up my mail
and read a special offer.
It says people in Texas of a certain age aren’t aware that they can
qualify for funeral expense benefits,
and others could be liable for the
balance of my funeral costs.
Although I may be liable, I won’t
be available. (If they sue my estate,
they might have to take my mother’s
green stamp books.)
I feel that we senior citizens are
subject to a lot of scare tactics by
people desiring to sell us dubious
products.
A great benefit that Texas citizens
aren’t aware of appears to be term
life insurance, the mail says. These

firms are gambling that today’s
50-year-old will make it to 85, and
then either the insurance terminates, or rates escalate. Sadly, (I
jest), they didn’t mention my car’s
extended warranty.
I think, although I haven’t
researched it, telephone solicitors
hope to catch seniors that live alone
when they make their pitch.
Threatening some sort of IRS
or Social Security action that will
affect benefits to someone lacking
a support network is intimidating to
the vulnerable.
With no one to watch over or
question their financial matters, they
can be taken for all their money.
The top 10 scams involve
healthcare, counterfeit prescription
drugs, funeral and cemetery scams,
anti-aging products, telemarketing,
internet fraud, investment schemes,
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sweepstakes and lottery scams, the
grandparent and reverse mortgage
scams.
While many of my peers are not
familiar with terms describing these
scams - telemarketing, phishing
and pyramid investment schemes
- they are perhaps familiar with the
end-product of these schemes. It’s
called Elder Fraud.
“Hi grandma, do you know who
this is?” is a question best left unanswered.
Once you give a name, the
scammer is off and running with all
sorts of explanations of why they
need your money.
Let callers identify themselves.
Don’t let callers trick you into revealing information.
Hang up if you’re not certain if
it’s a scam or not. Give a rational
reason/excuse for terminating the
conversation, and legitimate callers
will call again.
It’s been a while since I heard
from a lady in Nigeria, the widow
with a terminal illness who claimed
she needed my assistance to gain
access to her late husband’s assets.
Then there was the finder of money
that just needs me to put up a cash
fee to show my honesty before he
can liberate funds to share with me.
I haven’t won the lottery either,
but I check those results.
I want you to be safe from the
scammers and to be vigilant of
your personal information, and like
myself, be cautious of things that
appear too good to be true. They
usually are just that.

DID YOU KNOW?

Memory Care

• A total of 105,301 people over
the age of 65 were scammed, with
an average loss of $9,175 every
year.
• Financial scams targeting
seniors are prevalent and costly.
The FBI estimates that seniors lose
more than $3 billion each year to
fraudsters.
• Scammers go after seniors
because they believe older adults
have a significant amount of money
sitting in their accounts.
• Elder fraud abuse scammers
can be tough to catch. Many scammers have paperwork that appears
to give them legal authority to act
-- including powers of attorney,
authorizing signature cards and
vehicle pink slips.

Senior Focus
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With two left thumbs, I tried my hand at bricklaying
Jerry Zezima

Tribune News Service (TNS)

A man’s home is his hassle.
That’s especially true if he’s me, the
Least Handy Man in America, a guy
who thinks a screwdriver is vodka
and orange juice.
But being dumb as a brick didn’t
stop me from using bricks to help
lay the foundation for a job that
shored up the foundation.
It was all part of a home improvement project in which the house
got new vinyl siding, not just on the
side, but in the front and the back,
for what my wife, Sue, and I hope
will be the vinyl time.
The work was done by a terrific
contractor named Anthony Amini,
who owns Performance Contracting
and Management, the company that
Sue and I previously used for putting on a new roof, installing a new
floor and, yes, changing light bulbs,
a task so simple that it is beyond my
comprehension.

How many columnists does it
take to change a light bulb? One - if
he hires someone else to do it.
Anyway, Anthony and his hardworking crew replaced the faded
old siding with beautiful, Nantucket
gray strips, which give our Colonial
a look so fresh that a real estate
agent, who’s selling the vastly inferior ranch across the street, raved
about it.
It’s so good that drivers even slow
down at the stop sign in front of our
house (instead of blowing through,
as they usually do) to admire Anthony’s handiwork, which includes new
gutters, window moldings and all
kinds of other things I’m not familiar
with because I am, after all, dumb
as a brick.
But I got somewhat smarter when
I helped Andy Campanile, a bricklayer par excellence, fix a broken
corner of the foundation.
“It looks like your joint failed,”
Andy told me.

Wild West BBQ
AWARD WINNING BBQ

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER

8

$ 99
TWO SIDES

DINE-IN

2 BBQ
BAKED
POTATOES

1499

$

. TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

“I’m old,” I replied. “All my joints
are failing.”
“No, I mean this,” he said,
pointing to a separated block the
approximate size and consistency of
my skull.
“Does that make me a blockhead?” I wondered.
“If you say so,” said Andy, who
also does masonry, plumbing and
tiling.
“How about electrical work?” I
asked.
“My uncle and cousins do that.
I do pretty much everything else,”
said Andy, who’s 54 and got started
at age 12 with his late father,
Andrew Sr. “I carried his homemade
toolbox when I was a kid. It was so
heavy! I learned a lot from the old
guys. Now I’m the old guy.”
“You’re a youngster,” I said,
adding that I’m 67. “My father was
the handiest guy I ever knew. Unfortunately, it skipped a generation.”
That didn’t stop Andy from
accepting my generous offer (it was
free) to help him repair a corner of
the foundation.
“We’re going to use mortar mix,”
Andy said.
“The mortar the merrier!” I
chirped.
The remark amused Anthony’s
16-year-old son, Mateo, a wonderful
young man who is learning handiness from his father the way Andy
learned it from his.
My father, who was my hero, tried
to teach me handiness but soon
realized I was ambidextrous —
incompetent with both hands.
Undeterred, Andy showed me
how to pour the mortar into a pan,
add water and mix it with a mason’s
trowel. Mateo, who also asked to
help, displayed a natural talent
that made me want to throw in the
trowel.
“What if you get the mortar on
you?” Mateo asked.
“You become part of the foundation,” I said.
Then Andy showed us how to
use the trowel to put wet mortar on
a brick, one of many that would be
used in place of the failed joint.
Andy did most of the rebuilding
himself, after which he stuccoed the
corner using another trowel, this
one with a sponge finish.
“May I try?” I asked.
“Sure,” said Andy, who handed

me the trowel and told me that his
last name means “bell tower” in
Italian. “When I was in Venice,” he
recalled as I worked away, “I went
into this bar called Bar Al Campanile. I said, ‘I have to be related

somehow. Where’s my free drink?’
They wouldn’t give me one.”
I thought Andy would need a drink
after seeing my handiwork, but he
and Anthony thought I did a good
job.

TARPON INN

(From Page 1)

twined with the life of Freeport, and
perhaps neither would have existed
without the discovery of sulphur at
Bryan Mound. The inn’s 42-year fate
was dictated by the fate of industry.
It began its life housing employees
for the Freeport Sulphur Co. and
ended its life housing employees of
Dow Chemical Co.
The story began when J.M.
Duffy Petroleum Co. drilled two
exploratory wells into Bryan Mound
in 1901. They found no oil but discovered huge amounts of sulphur.
Perhaps the Tarpon’s life would
have ended then before it even
began were it not for Francis R.
Pemberton, an industrialist, taking
the discovery to several investors.
One investor was Eric P. Swenson, vice-president of National City
Bank in New York and native Texan
with strong ranching and financial
holdings in Texas. Swenson was
intrigued, so in 1911 he made some
exploratory trips to Texas.
During a visit to the Bryan Mound
area, he realized that sulphur
deposits were not his only investment opportunity. He could also
develop a duty-free port at the
mouth of the Brazos that would rival
Galveston and Corpus Christi.
Swenson returned to New York,

This is spot where the Tarpon Inn
stood in Freeport before being
demolished in 1956. (Photo by
Janice R. Edwards)
formed the Vanderlip-Swenson-Tilghman Syndicate and raised
$700,000. He and the Tilghman
Syndicate purchased Bryan Mound
and surrounding area and obtained
an option for 10,000 acres along the
Brazos River.
On July 12, 1911, the Freeport
Sulphur Company was incorporated, and the Tilghman Syndicate

Eat healthy, exercise while traveling
Barbara Quinn

Monterey Herald (TNS)

I’m writing this from our hotel
room in Missouri. We are halfway
through a road trip through several
states with main stops in Nashville,
Tennessee, and Branson. To say
the least, it’s been an adventure
of landscapes,
people and food.
Quinn on
We planned as
well as we could. Brought bottled
water for the long days of driving.
Threw in some oranges for snacks
along the way. And didn’t forget
the fiber supplements.
Still, even with hotel swimming
pools and walking as much as
we can, travel can take a toll on
bodies. Here’s my travel list of
things to remember:
• Water is essential. Ask for it at
every restaurant. Keep the bottled
variety stocked in your vehicle. •
Be a detective. Amid the myriad of

snacks we have seen at gas station
stops, it’s not always easy to find
those which offer any nutritional
value besides sugar, fat and salt.
I discovered a small bag of pickle-flavored cashews that at least fed
me some protein, healthful fat and
dietary fiber. Not bad.
• Be prepared
Nutrition for more sodium.
Restaurant food
and most packaged convenience
foods are loaded with this ingredient. Here’s the rule of thumb if
your chosen food has a Nutrition
Facts label: A product with no more
than 140 milligrams per serving is
considered “low sodium,” according to the United States Food and
Drug Administration. While my
husband crunched on Corn Nuts, I
was pleased to find that the snack
contains just a bit over this limit.
• Don’t be afraid to enjoy some
local treats. For example, ever
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wide, and the ceilings throughout
for hours. The lots were purchased
from New York acquired 1,700 acres
were high.
on a first-come, first-served basis
on the south bank of the Brazos to
One room on the lower level was
and were sold at a nominal price to
build living accommodations.
set
aside for baggage, and there
encourage
the
new
city’s
growth.
A pivotal year for Freeport and
was
a structure at the rear of the
The
Tarpon,
initially
named
The Tarpon Inn was 1912. Steamhotel for employees. The Freeport
Freeport Inn, was built by Flouree
ship service between Freeport and
Sulphur Co. always kept a staff
Construction Co. of Kansas City. It
New York City was established. W.
room.
was
made
mostly
of
wood,
covered
A. Randle (later with the Brazos
Early in its existence, a large
in
cream-colored
cement
stucco
River Harbor Navigation District)
mounted Tarpon was hung over the
and trimmed in dark wood in the
began the survey of Tilgham Syndilobby desk. Large oleanders of all
Mission/Tudor style.
cate’s acreage for a new city to be
colors lined the horseshoe driveway,
It
was
modeled
after
a
Swennamed Freeport and staked out the
and rocking chairs lined the porch.
son–owned
hotel
operating
in
Spur,
Tarpon Inn.
The inn kept a yacht, the Skylark,
Texas, where he had extensive
The first building in Freeport, the
for transportation across the Brazos
ranch holdings.
office of the town site company, was
River to the sulphur mines and for
The
inn
featured
30
guest
rooms,
built at the corner of Cherry and
recreational purposes. (The only
many
with
private
baths.
In
addition,
Broad streets.
way to reach the deposits was by
it had public baths on each floor,
Construction on the Tarpon Inn
ferry across the Brazos.)
steam heat, electricity, hot and cold
began in August 1912. It was the
Several acres adjoining the
running
water,
guest
parlors,
a
large
second edifice in the new city.
inn
were retained for recreational
dining
room
capable
of
seating
100
Though not complete, it was housevents.
people and a streamlined kitchen.
ing Freeport Sulphur Co. employees
(To be continued: The jewel of
The dining room and kitchen were
by October 1912.
Freeport
held its own for many
separated
from
the
main
structure
On Nov. 11, 1912, Dave Austin
years,
but
time took its toll.)
by
a
breezeway.
The
hallways
were
brought the first wagonload of sulphur produced at Bryan Mound to
display in front of the Tarpon. Texas
Gov. Oscar C. Colquitt dedicated
Freeport from the porch of the
Tarpon Inn the next day.
It didn’t take long before people
became excited over buying a piece
of Freeport. They gathered on the
porch and grounds of the Tarpon Inn
on Nov. 20. 1912, to purchase lots
in the new city, and the sale went on
since the ice cream cone was first
served at the World’s Fair in St.
Louis in 1904, Missouri has been
known for its ice cream.
• Besides local fare, search out
tried-and-true eating establishments as well. The Applebee’s
near our hotel in Illinois served
an amazing grilled salmon, which
included a tasty Caesar salad,
broccoli and mashed potatoes.
• Dance the night away. It’s
good exercise. As we struggled to
avoid crazy bachelorette parties in
Nashville, we managed to find a
country-western bar that catered
to us “seasoned” couples.
— Forget the Iced Honey Buns
and gulp Smartwater instead. I
guarantee it’ll make the trip more
enjoyable.
(Barbara Quinn-Intermill is
a registered dietitian and certified diabetes educator. She is
the author of “Quinn-Essential
Nutrition” (Westbow Press, 2015).
Email her at to barbara@quinnessentialnutrition.com.)
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VACATION

(From Page 1)

Check-in time for the beach
house was noon, but we didn’t have
everything ready to go until 4 p.m.
This resulted in a late start and then
carrying the “stuff” up the stairs was
a personal trainer’s dream and a
nightmare for us mere mortals. After
an hour workout hiking up and down
the stairs, no one was interested in
cooking, so Domino’s to the rescue!
We all had pizza and listened to the
wailing about “no internet.”
The next day started out better.
Our breakfast interrupted the complaints about the internet, and I was
entertained by Sissy Boo’s request
for unicorn cereal. I was initially
baffled, but daughter-in-law Brisa
explained that they had actually put
a picture of a unicorn on the Lucky
Charms cereal box. The cereal’s
name will forever be Unicorn in their
home; General Mills should take
note.
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The Unicorn breakfast done
- sometimes only the magically
colored bits - plans were made to
invade the beach, conveniently only
a short walk away over the private
boardwalk from the beach house.
They played in the sand and the
water while I worried about sunburn.
I cohabitated the beach briefly,
took some photos and retreated to
the deck of the beach house, which
was large and included a corner
that was shaded much of the day. I
could still take photos of the merry
band on the beach and satisfy my
fascination with pelicans as they
flew over the house. I saw other
birds too, but the pelicans were my
favorite.
We settled into a routine. The
children and ladies bathed in the
evening and the men in the morning. It was far less chaotic that way.
Did I mention that the Dads had
to work daily? Todd, father of the
three-month-old girl, each morning

drove into Houston, and Wes, father
of five, each morning drove into
Angleton. Todd left at 6 a.m. and
Wes left at 5 a.m., and their evening
return times were Wes around 5:30
p.m. and Todd around 6 p.m. Wes
helped with supper, which the ladies
had started earlier, and Todd took
over infant feeding and care. They
are both such good Dads, and it
makes me proud to know them.
Wes was our official contact
person with the house rental
agency, calling the office as well
as emailing it to notify it of issues
with the house. He took photos and
made a list of deficiencies at the
house that need correcting and sent
these over.
The house has steel shutters for
windows that are powered electrically. There are switches that look
like light switches that are labeled
and include warning “do not touch.”
There is one completely closed,
and a couple are partially closed.
There are missing balusters on deck
railing, screws rusted to non-existing material on deck flooring and
boardwalk, and most importantly,
the promised barbecue pit is primarily rust.
The property manager sent
a young man out, and he fixed
balusters, put in some new screws

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages

and called them about the barbecue
pit. An assembled barbecue pit was
delivered for our fajitas cookout.
Wes likes to cook in large quantities, counting on leftovers being
available on a subsequent meal. It
usually works! Todd was his capable
assistant in the cookout.
We settled happily into the daily
beach visit for ladies and youngsters. I attended briefly and returned
to the deck for my endeavors. I took
photos, read books and relaxed.
The sound of the surf has always
been relaxing to me, and I found
that I slept better and enjoyed it

more.
And the Internet was still out.
We vacationed without it. It can be
done.
There are other tales about our
week at the beach. Todd’s adventure with his portable grill, Wes’
16-foot kayak adventure, the birthday dinner - all things to be related
at another time.
(Edward Forbes wants to
hear from you. Email him at
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send
comments by snail mail to The
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton
TX. 77516.)

Run, walk to help CASA on Sept. 25
The fourth annual Color Me CASA 5K Color Run/Walk and Children’s
Cash will be held Saturday, Sept. 25, at Freedom Park in Angleton.
CASA is the court-apointed special advocate agency for children.
Registration will be held at 7 a.m. the day of the event, but registration
is available in advance online at www.raceentry.com and search Color Me
CASA.
A children’s dash will be held at 8 a.m., followed by a 5K Color Run at 8:15
a.m.
Entry fees for this fundraiser are $10 for adults, $10 for children’s 5K race
for ages 8 to 12 and $5 for the children’s dash, ages 5 to 11.
For more information or to have questions answered, please either call
(979) 216-5971 or email colormecasa@gmail.com.
Sponsors also are being sought. Last year’s run was canceled due to
the pandemic, according to board member Michael Hebert, so the group is
hoping to recover this year.

Did you know?

NASA has two satellites chasing each other around Earth, tracking the
distance between them to measure gravitational anomalies. Their nicknames
are Tom & Jerry.

New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

(713) 929-2517

ATTENTION READERS
WE NEED YOUR HELP
When one of our advertisers asks
where you have seen their product,
please let them know that you saw
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is
very important to them and us.

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)
+
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4000

$
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101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
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(979) 265-2220
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47 th Annual

ADS

(From Page 1)

sold by price, not by agents. Brand
image, in that environment, became
key.
Enter GEICO’s gecko.
According to the Wall Street Journal, the famous green gecko was
partly the product of an accident.
It enlisted the character in 1999
to help consumers remember the
company’s name.
The gecko was only supposed to
be used for one ad, but an actors’
strike forced GEICO to keep using
it. Fans began to email and call
about him. Profits climbed.
Then in 2004, GEICO introduced
the brilliant cavemen campaign that

Brazoria chamber to hold
casino night Sept . 16

Saturdays, S undays,
and Thanksgiving Friday

th
th
9
through
Nov. 2 8
Oct.

Discount Tickets available at
TexRenFest.com

The Brazoria Chamber of Commerce’s annual banquet will be
Thursday, Sept. 16, and will feature
a casino night theme.
The event will be held at the
Lloyd E. Thomas Gymnasium, 205
Nevada St., starting at 6 p.m.
There will be a variety of casino
games at the social, a meal and a
live and silent auction.
Tickets are $35 each. Reserved
tables for six are also available for
$240 as well as corporate tables of
eight for $500.
To make reservations, please
email Brazoriachamber@brazoriachamber.net. or call Ashley
Lancaster at (979) 798-6100.
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became so popular they made a
short-lived television series out of it.
Who can forget the ad of the tennis-racket-carrying caveman walking
through the airport and spotting a
GEICO billboard with the words “So
easy a caveman can do it.” The
caveman walks away in disgust.
GEICO is now the second largest
television advertiser in the United
States after Proctor & Gamble.
GEICO’s rivals were forced to
respond and now, 15 years later, we
are inundated with Flo for Progressive, Jake at State Farm, Mayhem
at Allstate, LiMu Emu and Doug at
Liberty Mutual and the tweed-wearing University of Farmers professor.
I admit it. I am old and out of
touch with pop culture and what
today passes for humor. But I find
these most recent insurance commercials silly. In trying to outdo one
another, the insurance companies
are producing ads that are more
irritating than entertaining.

For example, there is the Liberty
Mutual “wet teddy bears” commercial. It is so bad I had to check
online with iSpot.tv to get an explanation.
Here’s the explanation:
A street vendor featured in the
ad knows that not everybody wants
the same thing, and he applies
that knowledge to his business.
Similarly. he chose Liberty Mutual
Insurance because he only has to
pay for what he needs.
It is not until a hungry customer
arrives that we discover what the
vendor’s thoughts on getting individual care mean. Rather than selling
hot dogs as others do, he’s chosen
to sell wet teddy bears.
Really? Am I missing something?
Give me the cavemen back.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Prices good through September 21, 2021
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu MR. MORRIS

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Friday, Sept. 17: Lasagna, cauliflower,
Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All menus
peas, pears & cottage cheese, cornsubject to change. Meals-on-wheels
bread, dessert.
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/
Monday, Sept. 20: Sausage & onions,
low sugar meals available - call before 8
chili beans, corn, mixed vegetables,
a.m. Transportation to the center availpeaches & cottage cheese, garlic toast,
able - call before 8:30 a.m.
dessert.
Wednesday, Sept. 15: Mexican
Tuesday, Sept. 21: Center’s 44th Annicasserole, pinto beans, beets, cornbread,
versary!: Pot roast, baby carrots, mashed
slaw, dessert.
potatoes, brown gravy, tossed salad, AnniThursday, Sept. 16: Steak finger,
versary cake. (NO take-outs, NO Meals
gravy, tater tots, vegetable medley, potato
on Wheels. Meals by reservation only.)
salad, garlic toast, dessert.

BROOM HILDA

THE MIDDLETONS

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

By Rick Brooks

By Russel Myers

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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History of the World On This Day
September 14
1812 - Moscow was set on fire
by Russians after Napoleon Bonaparte’s troops invaded.
1866 - George K. Anderson patented the typewriter ribbon.
1901 - U.S. President William
McKinley died of gunshot wounds
inflicted by an assassin. Vice President Theodore Roosevelt, at age
42, succeeded him.
September 15
1775 - An early and unofficial
American flag was raised by Lieutenant Colonel Isaac Mott after the
seizing of Fort Johnson from the
British. The flag was dark blue with
the white word “Liberty” spelled on
it.
1883 - The University of Texas at
Austin opened.
1928 - Alexander Fleming discovered the antibiotic penicillin in the
mold Penicillium notatum.
1950 - U.N. forces landed at
Inchon, Korea in an attempt to
relieve South Korean forces and
recapture Seoul.
September 16
1620 - The Mayflower departed
from Plymouth, England. The ship

arrived at Provincetown, MA, on
November 21st and then at Plymouth, MA, on December 26th. There
were 102 passengers onboard.
1630 - The village of Shawmut
changed its name to Boston.
1968 - “The Andy Griffith Show”
was seen for the final time on CBS.
September 17
1787 - The Constitution of the
United States of America was
signed by delegates at the Constitutional Convention.
1911 - The first transcontinental
airplane flight started. It took C.P.
Rogers 82 hours to fly from New
York City to Pasadena, CA.
1920 - The American Professional Football Association was
formed in Canton, OH. It was the
precursor to the National Football
League (NFL).
September 18
1789 - Alexander Hamilton negotiated and secured the first loan for
the United States. The Temporary
Loan of 1789 was repaid on June 8,
1790 at the sum of $191,608.81.
1793 - U.S. President George
Washington laid the actual cornerstone of the U.S. Capitol.

1851 - The first issue of “The
New York Times” was published.
September 19
1796 - U.S. President Washington’s farewell address was published.
1876 - Melville R. Bissell patented the carpet sweeper.
1959 - Nikita Khruschev was
not allowed to visit Disneyland due
to security reasons. Khrushchev
reacted angrily.
1970 - “The Mary Tyler Moore
Show” premiered on CBS-TV.
September 20
1921 - KDKA in Pittsburgh, PA,
started a daily radio newscast. It
was one of the first in the U.S.
1946 - The first Cannes Film
Festival premiered. The original
premier was delayed in 1939 due to
World War II.
1962 - James Meredith, a black
student, was blocked from enrolling
at the University of Mississippi by
Governor Ross R. Barnett. Meredith
was later admitted.
1995 - The U.S. House of
Representatives voted to drop the
national speed limit. This allowed
the states to set their own.

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19): You
might get hooked on a feeling in
the upcoming week. If needed, an
apology will make a world of difference to a relationship, and you may
enjoy receiving sincere expressions
of love.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Pack a powerful punch. Anything
worth doing is worth doing well.
While the Sun forms an inspirational
aspect to Uranus, follow your heart’s
desire and have the determination
needed to attain success.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Give someone a helpful hint. Your
instincts about business and the
social climate are probably on the
mark. Whatever ideas capture your
fancy may be beneficial and could
improve a key relationship.
CANCER (June 21-July 22): Use
your good taste to find quality plus
value, even in the closeout section.
In the upcoming week, you and a
partner can work together to reach
mutual goals in several areas.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Dec. 21):

Life is just a bowl of cherries, and
you may have plenty to share. If
you remain honest and sincere, it’s
unlikely that unpleasant undercurrents will drag you down. Don’t fall
prey to suspicions or evade responsibilities in the week ahead.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Look
first, then go for it. You can make a
leap of faith. An influx of energy can
mean that whether your passions
are aimed at making money, new
contacts or love, you can win.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Rest,
relaxation and recharging empty
batteries could be a priority. Resist
the temptation to become jealous
or slip back into old habits. You’ll be
much happier if your home is neat
and household tasks are completed.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Stay in your compassion. Cooperation from others is easy to obtain
under the celestial conditions.
Go ahead and ask a favor of a
co-worker. Someone genuinely
wants to share ideas and be helpful.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.

Tribune Media Services

21): Stick with a decision that has
already been made despite a flurry
of controversy. Someone’s disproval
could be exaggerated. Keeping
promises is your best chance this
week, so honor your agreements.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): If you wish upon a star, your
wish might come true. The answer
to your prayers may show up in the
form of a helpful person who offers
you just what you need. Your hard
work and persistence can make the
difference.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
It’s never wise to gamble unless you
can afford to lose. You can buy a lottery ticket or play poker with friends,
but don’t take unnecessary risks.
Be tolerant and avoid discussing
controversial subjects this week.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): Put
your money where your mouth is.
It should be safe to make financial
commitments because people are
likely to honor their word. Good relationships will improve or be more
harmonious.

Jumbles: GLORY UPPER EXODUS OXYGEN
Answers: The farmer viewed his field of pumpkins. To him, it was --”GOURD-GEOUS”

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Down
1 Hardheaded
2 Blast furnace output
3 With the least delay
4 Word with steam or fire
5 Many a poem by Sharon Olds
6 NBA coach Steve
7 Amazon berry
8 Alpine song
9 Continuing story line
10 Source of inside info, perhaps
11 Criticize severely
12 Casts in a bad light
16 Green lights
19 “You sure of that?”
21 Soak (up)
24 Thames gallery
26 African river to the Mediterranean
28 Topsoil
29 Treats with disdain
31 Hammer home?
34 Uptight
36 Go (for)
37 Nair rival that originally had “N”
as its first letter
38 Horror icon, for short
39 Web service since 1993
40 Parsons of old Hollywood gossip
42 Stores on a farm
43 Trio in funny shorts
44 Storm often chased
45 Mischief-maker
46 “Sorry Not Sorry” singer Lovato
48 “Give __ break!”
49 Chant
51 Summarize
54 Come across as
56 Inspiron maker
57 Lowdown
59 HHS agency
60 Touchscreen touch
(C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ITALY SPAIN FRANCE GREECE POLAND PORTUGAL
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41 Retro ski resort sight
42 Inexact no.
45 Like a busy chimney sweep’s
23 “We __ alone”
Across
clothes
25 Genetic connection
1 Architectural recess
47 Collide with
27 Bridge protectors
5 Good enough
50 Impediment to walking down a
30 Promotional giveaways
9 Grad
hallway
32 Explosive initials
13 “A New Day Has Come” singer
52 Bleeping editor
33 “Bob’s Burgers” sibling
14 Like ErtŽ’s art
53 Hawkeye State campus town
35 Fellows
15 Compensate
55 Recommendation for better
36 Sports bet based on total points
17 Full of anticipation
health
scored ... or a hint to answering
18 Subject to being wiped out
58 Evil fairy played by Angelina Jolie
four puzzle clues
20 Source of some TV content
61 Kurylenko of “Quantum of
39 Chamonix peak
22 Kardashian matriarch
Solace”
62 In a heap
63 Bravo preceder
64 It’s not optional
65 Tibetan honorific
66 Alka-Seltzer jingle word
67 International gas brand

Cruising to Mexico for right vanilla
By Shirley Prihoda

wear with pants, or that the length
of the pants determines the heel
On one of our cruises we docked
height.
in Cozumel. It’s my favorite port
As for my flip flops’ collection, he
of call. I’m not the average tourist
simply shakes his head and walks
looking for handcrafted wooden
away as I try to explain that different
carvings, T-shirts that change colors
flip flops are needed for shopping
in the sun, or Tanzanite jewelry. I’m
versus beach flip flops, or dress-up
on the hunt for vanilla. Now, some
flip flops, and the all-important
would think “What’s the big deal
Sunday go-to-meeting flip flops.
about vanilla? Every grocery store
He, on the other hand, owns one
has it.”
pair of brown
Well, let me tell
deck shoes, one
Chasing the Creator
you, looking for
pair of black
the right vanilla
shoes, and one
is a big deal for “wanna-be” chefs!
recently purchased out-of-necessity
This is a stealth mission and not
pair of flip flops, which was his only
one for the faint hearted or feet that
purchase on this entire cruise, other
tire easily, for that matter. This hunt
than nachos.
has many variables: Is the vanilla
We won’t elaborate what necesmade with water or alcohol, and is it
sitated the purchase of the flip flops
single or double strength?
other than the brown deck shoes
Now that Vanilla class 101 is
are tightly enclosed in a plastic
under our belt, we move on to
bag awaiting a miracle of biblical
the next level. Is the vanilla clear,
proportions!
medium, or dark? It’s a slow proHe doesn’t get my shoe obsescess requiring many rest stops for
sion, but the vanilla one is preferMexican Diet Coke.
able since he is my official taste
My husband will quickly point out
tester for all recipes containing
that vanilla is not my only obsesvanilla and sugar.
sion.
I can’t remember ever reading
The other is shoes. May I intera recipe that called for vanilla that
ject for the record’s sake, one can
didn’t include sugar. Have you?
never have too many pairs of black
This cake is my armchair revisit
shoes or flip flops.
to the flavors of the Tropics.
This realization somehow has
eluded my husband. He doesn’t
Caribbean Cake
get it that you can’t wear the same
1 ½ Cups Sugar
black shoes with a dress that you
2/3 Cup Light Brown Sugar, firmly
The Bulletin
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2 Teaspoons Vanilla Extract
Bake on the center oven rack
packed
4-5 Cups Powdered Sugar, sifted
until a toothpick inserted into the
1 Cup Vegetable or Canola Oil
To prepare the cream cheese
center of the cake comes out clean,
½ Cup Buttermilk (Borden’s Bulfrosting, whip the cream cheese
garian is the best)
about 25-30 minutes. Allow to
and butter together until smooth.
4 Large Eggs, room temperature
cool in the pans for 10-15 minutes
Mix in vanilla. Add the powdered
(use cage free)
before inverting onto a wire rack to
sugar, one cup at a time, until the
2 Teaspoons Vanilla Extract
cool completely. Once cool, frost
frosting reaches the consistency
(Mexican, of course)
with the cream cheese frosting and
you want. You may not need to add
½ Cup Crushed Pineapple
top with walnuts or pecans.
all the sugar.
2 ¼ Cups All-purpose Flour
(To contact Shirley, please send
1 ½ Teaspoons Baking Powder
Cream Cheese Frosting
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com
1 Teaspoon Baking Soda
16 Ounces Cream Cheese,
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box
1 Teaspoon Ground Cinnamon
softened
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
¼ Teaspoon Ground Ginger
1 Stick Real Butter, softened
½ Teaspoon Salt
¼ Teaspoon Ground Nutmeg
2 ½ Cups Carrots, finely grated
1 Cup Chopped Pecans or
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham
Walnuts
Q: Does the Bible really reflect
deceive minds. The human race
1 Cup Golden Raisins (you can
what’s
going
on
in
the
world?
will be caught up in exhilaration,
use regular, but golden are so much
My
friends
say
that
talk
about
an
believing the Antichrist alone will
better!)
Antichrist is a lie designed by relisolve their dilemmas and bring
Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
gious
people
to
make
others
think
global tranquility. This is why
The option is yours to use either
they
won’t
go
to
Heaven
unless
God’s Word proclaims: “Be saved
cake pans, a 13x9 pan or cupcake
they
believe
in
God.
B.W.
from this perverse generation”
tins. Either way, if using cake pans,
A: The Bible says the state of
(Acts 2:40). But when the King of
liberally prepare them with Crisco
the
world
will
grow
darker
as
we
glory breaks through the storm
and dust with flour. If cupcakes are
near
the
end
of
the
age.
This
is
clouds, He will reveal to the world
your choice, use cupcake liners for
evident
when
even
news
reportthe great deceiver and gather to
best results.
ers ask the question: “What is the
Himself all those who belong to
Beat the eggs, granulated sugar,
world
coming
to?”
Him. This is called the blessed
brown sugar, oil, buttermilk, vanilla,
The
Bible
gives
the
answers,
hope.
and pineapple together in a large
though
many
find
its
truth
unacWe only have this moment to
bowl.
ceptable. But the end of the world
prepare for eternity. For those
In another bowl combine the
as we know it will culminate with
who delay, why do you wait?
flour, baking powder, baking soda,
Jesus
Christ
coming
again
as
the
Turn to Christ now and live in the
cinnamon, ginger, salt and nutmeg.
King
triumphant.
For
those
who
promise of His eternal light.
Add the dry ingredients to the wet
don’t settle the state of their soul
Tribune Media Services
ingredients and mix until incorpoin light of this truth, their future is
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
rated. Fold in the carrots, pecans
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangedark indeed.
and raisins just until evenly distriblistic Association, 1 Billy Graham ParkThe
Bible
says
that
the
god
of
uted throughout the batter.
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
this age [Satan] has blinded the
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
eyes of those who don’t believe
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
God’s truth so that the light of the
www.billygraham.org.)
Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ
will have no impact. They have
says today - 138 years later - more
more faith in mankind’s empty
than 100,000 cars, 4,000 cyclists,
promises than the God who
and 10,000 pedestrians, cross the
created them and holds the future
bridge daily.
in His hands.
The Grateful American Book Prize
There’s coming a time when
recommends David McCullough’s
the Antichrist will take the world
The Great Bridge: The Epic Story of
by storm, promising peace. His
the Building of the Brooklyn Bridge.)
popularity will lure hearts and

Brooklyn Bridge is spans across East River and history

Brooklyn
that greatly stabiHISTORY MATTERS
was originally
lized the structure.”
A feature courtesy of The
a separate city,
Until then, bridges
Grateful American Book Prize of that type were
bifurcated from
New York City by
notorious for their
the East River.
inability to deal with heavy winds
Then, everything changed on May and loads.
24, 1883, when the Brooklyn Bridge
The Department of Transportation
opened. Two hundred and fifty thousand people sauntered across in 24
hours. It took 14 years for John A.
Roebling, a German-born industrial
engineer, to construct what was
then the world’s largest and longest
suspension structure.
According to History.com,
“Roebling is credited with a major
breakthrough in suspension-bridge
technology: a web truss added to
either side of the bridge roadway
The Brooklyn Bridge opened in 1883 and is still being used heavily.

Jesus is your ticket to eternity
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Fall decor ideas that are gourd-geous for your home
Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Fall is right around the corner;
the first day of fall starts on September 22.
The leaves start to change
colors, and the cool breeze blows
in your hair. That doesn’t happen
here in Texas, at least not in
Brazoria County by then, but we all
wish for that type of weather while
we are still averaging temps in the
80s.
But, it is never too soon to start
decorating and getting into the fall
spirit. With the Brazoria County
Fair coming up in early October,
and fall festivals starting soon, it is
time for your house to look like fall ,
even though it might not feel like it
yet outside.
My favorite fall decoration is
pumpkins. They are fun to decorate, and you can do so many
different things with them. Here are
a couple of easy pumpkin crafts to
get you into the fall spirit!
An easy outside decor idea is
to get an old wheelbarrow and
place all different sizes and colors
of pumpkins in them. It’s easy
and looks great, and the older the
wheelbarrow, the better. You can
even throw in a little bit of hay
to add some texture and filling

between the pumpkins.
Painting pumpkins is a lot of fun
and looks great with the fall decor.
It’s an easy DIY instead of paying
a lot of money at the stores. You
can use stencils to paint on them or
freehand them. Get a pumpkin and
paint it white, let that dry, and then
use different colors of leaf stencil to
draw or create any design you want.
Want a new front porch decoration? Find three different sizes
of pumpkins and cut the stem off
the larger two pumpkins. Stack the
pumpkins by your front door from
largest to smallest, and you now
have a new stacked-pumpkin front
porch decoration.
Ever heard of gnome pumpkins?
They are adorable and easy to
make, so you can turn this craft into
a family activity.
Trace a large triangle on woolplaid fabric, adjusting size according
to the size of the pumpkin, and cut it
out. Roll it up like a hat and glue the
edges. Fill hat with either newspaper (maybe this page crumpled
up), or other filler, to help it stand
upright; put the hat on the pumpkin.
Attach a small, round wood bead to
the pumpkin with hot glue to create
the nose. Attach strands of yarn
with hot glue around the nose to
create a beard; trim as long or short

as you want! Now you have a new
adorable centerpiece or decoration
that will last you until Thanksgiving!
Want a fancy pumpkin for a wedding shower or any other event?
Separate sections of lace trim or
use flower appliqués and attach to
pumpkins with hot glue. Ta-da!
Time for a new fall wreath? Grab
a grapevine wreath and glue faux
pumpkins to the inside-bottom.
Hang on your door with either
ribbon or a door hanger and admire!
Having a Thanksgiving feast or
a party and need place settings?
Grab small pumpkins, gold push
pins, and cardboard. Write your
guests’ name on the cardboard and
pin them to the pumpkin.
Here is a unique and easy way to
showcase your autumn spirit. Drop
small pumpkins into tall cylindrical
vases to create a stacked look. You
can try keeping like-colors together
for a bold look or alternating them
for a more harmonious feeling.
The heights of the vases may differ
according to preference, but the
variety in height and color make this
centerpiece something to talk about.
Bring a subtly aquatic touch to
your centerpiece by using floating
candles. Stack small pumpkins
inside a tall, square glass vase, and
pour water over them. Set the floating candles on top and light. The
color of the pumpkins and simple
beauty of the candles will add to the
effect.
Healthy Living

Not just for cookies

Molasses – the dark, thick syrup that
is the byproduct of refining cane
sugar into table sugar – is a
sweetener with nutrients.

Gooey ... and good for you

• Blackstrap molasses, one of several
types, provides more iron for less
calories than red meat and is fat-free
• Molasses is an excellent source
of cooper, needed for many of the body’s
functions, including bone development,
and of manganese, which helps produce
energy from protein and carbohydrates
• It is also a very good
source
of calcium, needed for strong
bones and teeth, potassium,
important for muscle
contraction, and magnesium,
a lack of which can contribute
to high blood pressure and
muscle spasms
Source: World’s Healthiest Foods,
TNS Photo Service
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