
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

One of my goals in retirement was 
to play in tennis tournaments for us 
old guys.

I had kept myself in shape and 
practiced hard. I figured by the time 
we reached our ‘60s all the teaching 
tennis pros who had embarrassed 
this newspaper editor on the court 
through the years would now be out 
of shape.

What I lacked in skill I would 
make up for in conditioning. I would 
beat them by outlasting them. 

But it wasn’t to be. Just months 
before my 66th birthday, I was 
stricken by a spinal cord disorder 
that put me in a wheelchair.

So much for retirement plans. 
I tried wheelchair tennis but, to 

me, it just didn’t seem the same. 
No longer playing, I withdrew from 

tennis almost entirely. I lost contact 
with tennis buddies. I no longer was 
glued to the Tennis Channel. Other 
than household names like Roger 
Federer, Rafael Nadal, or Serena 
Williams, I couldn’t name the top 
players.

So, I had little interest as the U.S. 
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Young tennis stars, 
their stories, tempting 
me to pick up a racket
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Storm notes: How 
to sleep, what to 
do without power

The View from My Seat

By John Toth
The Bulletin

I was not concerned about Nich-
olas. It was going to be a wimpy 
storm, nothing like some of the 
others with a lot of muscle. This one 
was going to bring some much-
needed rain and then go away.

It was going to be an overnight 
event. Great. By the time I wake up, 
it would be all over. I rode out Alicia 
in 1983, and that was a Category 3 
coming right into Freeport. This one 
won’t even wake me up.

Maybe I’ve just gotten older. 
Maybe I’m more prone to being 
woken up by pounding rain, howling 
wind and things moving around 
outside that are supposed to remain 
in one place.

The thunder also may have had 
something to do with it. I couldn’t go 
to sleep. I turned the air purifier to a 
higher setting to try to drown out the 
outside noise. That helped. 

I got on Facebook to divert my 
attention and started reading some 
of the comments on the news links. 
That didn’t help. The comments 
were more interesting than the sto-
ries. I was keeping myself up rather 
than putting myself to sleep.

I wondered how the squirrels in 
the tree in the backyard were doing. 
It had to be a rough night for them. 
It was probably even a rough night 
for the tree. I wondered if the old 
Arizona Ash would survive all those 
bends one way and then the other 
way as the eye passed over us and 
the wind changed direction.

All these things were going 
through my mind as I tried to sleep 
through the storm. Finally, I felt 

Ramblings

Lorem Ipsum

My sweet memories of growing up by Tennessee Colony
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

My childhood adventures mostly 
took place at Grandpa Ruffo’s farm 
about four miles SE of Tennessee 
Colony in Anderson County, Texas.

 Tennessee Colony is about 12 
miles NW of Palestine, at the inter-
section of County Roads 645, 321, 
and 324. The Colony’s population 
today, listed in the Roads of Texas 
Atlas, is 27.

The story of its origin, I was told, 

was that two Edwards brothers 
who survived “The War of Northern 
aggression,” but whose plantations 
and fields had been burned to the 
ground and with an unstable political 
future, decided to move west.

Together with friends and rela-
tives, they formed a wagon train 
and left their homes behind. The 
train, however, split in mid-transit. 
One brother and followers stopped 
and founded Tennessee Colony, 
Mississippi. The balance of the train 

founded Tennessee Colony, Texas.
The Colony is a central location 

to several small farming communi-
ties as well as the cities of Palestine 
and Athens. 

The crossroads became a 
stopping point for wagons moving 
goods throughout the area. Soon, 
there were two general merchan-
dise country stores, multiple cotton 
gins, a couple of sawmills, stables, 
a wagon repair shop and several 

Keep those rags, machines humming at the car wash, yeah
Jerry Zezima
Tribune News Service (TNS)

This may sound like a shame-
ful admission - and it would be if 
I had any shame - but my car’s 
body hadn’t been cleaned, the top 
scrubbed or the rear end buffed in 
more than a year.

So I went to the car wash.
It was the first time since I got 

my SUV (sloppy utility vehicle) that 
I had brought it in for a bath. And 

there was a lot to bathe away: bird 
droppings, tree gunk, flower pollen, 
road salt, street dirt and all kinds 
of other stuff that made my car a 
partner in grime.

I drove to Island Car Wash and 
encountered the automotive equiva-
lent of a Cecil B. DeMille epic. When 
I finally reached the booth, a friendly 
attendant named Jason asked which 
treatment I wanted.

I looked over the sign with all 

the choices and said, “Give me the 
works.”

“That would be the Platinum 
package,” Jason told me. “What 
scent would you like?”

“How about beer?” I replied.
“We don’t have that one,” said 

Jason, adding that the fragrances 
included strawberry and black ice. 
“They’re my favorites,” he said. “We 
also have new car scent.”
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

September 29
1959 - A storm produced 28 

inches of snow at Colorado 
Springs, CO. 

September 30
1959 - Three tornadoes spawned 

by the remnants of Hurricane 
Gracie killed 12 persons at Ivy, VA.

October 1
1893 - The second great hurri-

cane of the 1893 season hit the 
Mississippi Delta Region, drowning 
more than 1000 persons.

October 1
1893 - The second great hurri-

cane of the 1893 season hit the 
Mississippi Delta Region drowning 
more than 1000 persons. 

October 2
1959 - A tornado struck the town 

of Ivy, VA (located near Charlottes-
ville). Eleven persons were killed, 
including 10 from one family.

October 3
1979 - The first killer tornado of 

record in October in Connecticut 
destroyed 16 vintage aircraft at 
the Brady Air Museum in Windsor 
Locks. The tornado damaged more 
than 100 homes, causing $200 mil-
lion dollars damage. Three persons 
were killed, and 500 others were 
injured.

October 4
1777 - The Battle of German-

town was fought in a morning fog 
that grew more dense with the 
smoke of battle, causing great 
confusion. Americans firing at each 
other contributed to the loss of the 
battle.

SEPTEMBER 29 SEPTEMBER 20 OCTOBER 1 OCTOBER 2 OCTOBER 3 OCTOBER 4 OCTOBER 5
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The Palms of Lake Jackson

and doctors, it is wrong, says 
Temple University’s John Allen 
Paulos in “A Mathematician Reads 
the Newspapers.” 

Recent tests involving millions 
of measurements found a figure of 
98.2 F. But don’t blame German 
physician Dr. Carl Wunderlich 
(1815-1877), who did the original 
statistical study of normal body 
temperature of thousands of 
people in Europe.

The doctor actually found a 
range of temperatures, says 
Paulos, then averaged them and 
sensibly rounded to the nearest 
degree: 37 Celsius! When this was 
converted to Fahrenheit, however, 
the rounding of the two-digit figure 
was forgotten and 98.6 was taken 
to be accurate to the nearest tenth 
of a degree. 

“Had the original interval from 
36.5-37.5 Celsius been translated, 
the equivalent Fahrenheit tempera-
tures would have ranged from 97.7 
to 99.5.”

As one “Fever Phobia” Web site 
puts it, “A curse on the person who 
invented the arrow pointing to 98.6 
on many old thermometers!” In 
truth, temps can vary from morning 
to evening, person to person, kids 
to adults, how the temp is taken 
(oral vs. rectal) or phase of the 
menstrual cycle.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Does a flying fish really fly?
Q. From a Michigan reader: “I 

wonder if you might take up the 
argument about whether Flying 
Fish can really fly. I personally 
think they can. I have seen them 
airborne the full length of a cruise 
ship, about 900 feet (270 meters). 
That’s a long way to glide!”

A. A clue: If the name says it 
flies, it probably doesn’t. Like the 
flying lizard (on winglike mem-
branes at its sides, it too glides 
through the air), flying lemur (fur- 
covered membranes permit gliding 
leaps), flying frog (web-connected 
toes do the same), and flying 
squirrel (tree to tree on winglike 
membranes).

Or if it does fly, other trickery 
awaits: The flying fox is not a fox 
but does have a foxlike muzzle and 
small pointy ears, and can fly with 
the best of them (it’s a bat).

So now to flying fish: They’re 
marine species of the family Exo-
coetidae, not with wings to beat for 
“powered flight” but capable of high 
speeds in the water, then going 
airborne for a glide on their long, 
wide, STATIONARY pectoral fins, 
says University of Idaho zoologist 
James Nagler. One species, the 
characin, notes “Columbia Ency-
clopedia,” does actually “fly” short 
distances by buzzing its fins. 

In any event, says Britannica.
com., favorable winds could carry 
some flying fish as much as 600 
feet (180 meters) in a single glide, 
farther for multiple or skim glides. 
This behavior is usually a means of 
escaping predators and/or enter-
taining cruise ship passengers!

Puzzling maps and colors
Q. This famous map puzzle 

has kicked around since the mid-
1800s:  What is the least possible 
number of colors needed to fill in 
any map so that adjacent countries 
or provinces are always colored 

differently?
A. “Four Colors Suffice,” says 

“American Scientist” magazine 
(reviewing Robin Wilson’s book of 
that title), which has been known - 
or suspected - for a long time. But 
how to prove this?

Many have tried, many have 
failed. Then in 1976 Kenneth Appel 
and Wolfgang Haken seemed to 
crack the four-color map puzzle, 
by reducing it to 1,936 special 
cases, a feat requiring some 1,200 
hours of computer time. “The proof 
depended on electricity and exper-
imentation.”

The new type of cyber-proof 
raised eyebrows and skepticism. 
A proof should come from under-
standing, not a mechanized blud-
geon, objected many in the math 
community.

The debate continues today. “It 
doesn’t seem likely, but the hope is 
that a new, more satisfying refor-
mulation of the problem is possi-
ble.” Any bright ideas out there?

Is 98.6F your normal body 
temperature?

Q. Here’s one for the books: 
How was it determined that the 
normal body temperature is 98.6 
degrees Fahrenheit?

A. Erroneously! Though this 
precise-sounding number has been 
known to generations of parents 

Eight

THANK YOU
The Bulletin is in its 28th year of 
publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating 
this occasion. Call (979) 849-
5407 for details. Always shop 
locally when possible. Please let 
our advertisers know that you 
saw their ad in The Bulletin.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

IS IT A PROBLEM IF I 
FORGOT TO DELETE THE 
MESSAGES?: Two men, who 
set up a drug deal in Bradenton, 
Fla., and instead beat and robbed 
their customers, were arrested 
because they had discussed the 
crime in Facebook messages both 
before and after they did it. The last 
message that one of them sent the 
other was to remind him to delete 
his messages. 

DON’T YOU THINK YOU’VE 
ALREADY DONE SOMETHING 
STUPID, SIR?: A man was 
arrested for armed robbery after 
he pulled a knife on a clerk at a 
convenience store in Clearwater, 
Fla., and demanded a Snickers 
candy bar saying, “Don’t make me 
do something stupid for a Snickers 
bar.” 

NO, OFFICER, THERE’S 
NO HORSE IN HERE: A man 
stole a horse and rode it right 
into his father’s house in Oconee 
County, S.C., prompting deputies 
to surround the house, as he hid 
the animal in a bedroom. The father 
wasn’t home, but, when he arrived, 
he demanded that his son surren-
der to the police, who arrested him 
for larceny of livestock. 

SEEMED LIKE A PRETTY 
GOOD IDEA AT THE TIME: A 
man, who replaced the thermostat 
in his SUV, said he drove the vehi-

cle into the Yakima River in order 
to fill the radiator with water. The 
vehicle became submerged, and 
had to be towed out of the river. 

MONKEY SEE, MONKEY 
DO: A fistfight between two 
groups of visitors to a wildlife park 
in Beijing featuring haymakers, 
aimed kicks, and pulled hair near 
the gorilla enclosure, inspired the 
animals to go at it themselves. This 
was the first time that the animals 
had seen humans fight, and it left 
such a great impression on them 
that they started to fight each other 
that evening. Zookeepers had to 
step in to bring it to a halt. 

WE GET THAT A LOT, SIR, 
BUT NICE TRY: A 33-year-old 
man who caused a disturbance at 
a supermarket in Lee County, Fla., 
told police who arrested him that he 
is an FBI agent. He is not an FBI 
agent. 

THEY CALL ME MR. 
KA-BOOM!: A man was arrested 
after he broke into a home in Blair 
County, Pa., wearing only his 
underwear and barricaded him-
self in the basement, claiming he 
couldn’t move because he was a 
bomb. 

THIS IS A MAN WHO 
LEARNS NO LESSONS: A 
man, who was on parole for a 
1988 St. Louis bank robbery for 
which he had been sentenced to 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/
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life imprisonment, robbed a bank 
in Chesterfield, Mo., but left behind 
the handwritten demand note he 
had given to the teller. Investigators 

later recovered a fingerprint on the 
note that matched his, which were 
originally taken when he was first 
incarcerated.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Finland is the heavy metal capital of the world. On average, the country 

has one heavy metal band for every 2,000 people.
• Lightning can travel through plumbing. It’s best to avoid all water and 

showers during a lightning storm.
• “The Dark Knight” made more in its first week than “Batman Begins” 

made in its entire U.S. run,
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47th Annual

Saturdays, Sundays,
 and  Thanksgiving Friday

Discount Tickets available at
Oct. 9th through Nov. 28th 

TexRenFest.com

The area that is now Brazoria 
County was first populated when 
Stephen F. Austin selected it for his 
proposed settlement, and 89 of Aus-
tin’s Old Three Hundred had grants 
1824. The county took its name 
from the Brazos River. Brazoria was 
the county seat when the county 
was organized on Dec. 20, 1836, 
and remained so until 1896, when 
Angleton replaced it.

BRAZORIA COUNTY
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sleepy. Then everything turned 
silent. The night light in the bath-
room went out. The refrigerator 
wasn’t humming. It wasn’t refrigerat-
ing, either. I was wide awake again.

This was going to be a long, 
restless night.

The last time I stayed up babysit-
ting a hurricane in 1983, and it was 
exciting and adventurous. How 
things have changed. Now I just 

wanted to go to sleep and wake 
up the next morning to everything 
being back to normal.

But they weren’t - still no power. 
What now? I couldn’t work because 
everything I do requires power. I 
could clean up the debris from that 
yard, but luckily, there wasn’t all that 
much. The squirrels showed back 
up, so they got their daily rations of 
squirrel food.

I wished they could tell me how 
they rode out the storm. They had to 

worry about not being blown away, 
while I was worried about being able 
to get some sleep.

The neighborhood cats showed 
up outside for their breakfast. They 
live here somewhere, but come 
around a couple of times a day for 
dessert. One even sneaked into the 
house and made itself at home. But 
there is no more room at the inn, so 
he or she had to leave.

All day long, I tried to turn on the 
lights as I went into a room. “Hey, 
turn on the TV,” I would say jokingly. 
Or, “Turn on the fan; it’s hot in here.”

The power was not going to come 
back that night. I turned on the 
Astros on the radio, but they were 
losing, so I turned the radio off.

Now what? I found a book about 
Civil War nurses. I forgot that I had 
it. I bought it at the Dollar Store. 
I think it was $1. I go through the 
book rack there all the time, trying to 
get bargains, like two for $1. But this 
one looked interesting enough, so I 
paid the full dollar.

The second night was not as long 
as the night before. I was thankful 
that we didn’t get a lot of damage 
around the house and that the cats 
and the squirrels made it. I was also 
glad that about a year ago I bought 
a pair of reading glasses from 
Amazon with an LED light on each 
side. It makes me look freaky, but it 
allows me to read at night for hours 
on a single charge.

As my hand turned the pages, 
it formed shadows on the wall, so 
it was time to make shapes and 
guess what they were. I can only 
make a rabbit, so that was an easy 
guess. My hand shadow looked just 
like a rabbit. The rest of the figures I 
tried to make were harder to guess. 
One shape I came up with could 
have been a turtle or a crumpled up 
piece of paper. Either would have 
been a good guess.

I hope everyone made it through 
this baby hurricane without much 
damage and only a short power 
outage. Nicholas wound up landing 
a decent punch. It convinced me 
that when it comes to hurricane 
categories, I stop counting at one. 
After that, I’m gone.

Uprooted tree in Sweeny the day after Hurricane Nicholas struck.
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ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

$99

By Stephen Battaglio
Los Angeles Times (TNS)

The 73rd Emmy Awards telecast 
on CBS was watched by 7.4 million 
viewers, a significant 16% rise over 
last year’s all-time low, according to 
Nielsen data.

The telecast has hit ratings 
lows over the last few years — it 
bottomed out at 6.37 million on ABC 

in 2020 — as the awards increas-
ingly recognize streaming programs, 
some of which might not be widely 
known to the broader audience that 
still watches broadcast television.

The overall decline in traditional 
TV viewing and availability of clips 
online have cut into awards show 
audience levels as well.

Although CBS did not release any 

numbers for the streaming audi-
ence, the network said the number 
of people watching on its streaming 
service Paramount+ and the CBS 
app doubled over last year.

While the broadcast networks 
continue to be in the rotation to 
carry the Emmy Awards, their pres-
ence beyond a few presenters and 
the host remained scant.

Netflix dominated the night, 
sweeping the drama categories 
with “The Crown.” HBO’s streaming 
service HBO Max received major 
recognition for its comedy “Hacks,” 
while “Ted Lasso, the first breakout 
hit for Apple TV+, earned four major 
awards including best comedy.

This year’s Emmy telecast, 
hosted by comedian Cedric The 
Entertainer, was the closest thing 
to a pre-pandemic awards show 
experience with a large vaccinated 
crowd under a tent in downtown Los 
Angeles.

The ambiance of the telecast 
was a major improvement over 
2020, when the recipients of the 
Television Academy’s honors for 
creativity in the medium accepted 
from remote locations, either at their 
homes or in hotel suites. 

Emmy ratings make a comeback over last year’s record low

Prices Good Through Oct. 5, 2021
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other cottage industries. 
A large, well-kept cemetery, 

dating back to the 1860s, was cre-
ated just northwest of the Colony. A 
lot of folks who moved away wanted 
to return to rest at the end of their 
lives with their ancestors, relatives, 
and friends.

The main attraction of the Colony 
was the swap and barter area in a 
large empty field near the cross-
roads. Farmers from up to 30 miles 
away brought their excess livestock 
and/or produce there to swap for the 
things they didn’t produce them-
selves.

 By the 1880s, the Colony was 
thriving. Unfortunately, better roads, 
automobiles, trucks and rail traffic 
made the Colony less and less valu-
able. By the 1930s, it had become 
just another wide spot on an East 
Texas County Road.

My memories of the Colony were 
from the mid 1940s - 1950s. During 
that time, the Colony consisted of 
three dozen houses within two miles 
of the crossroads, a general store, 
a four-room school that doubled as 
a meeting hall, a two-story Masonic 
Lodge and a church.

The store was a magical place 
for a kid. There was a selection of 
tools, fishing tackle, fish bait, big 
jars of loose candy of every flavor 
and color, guns, ammo, a full meat 
counter with a band saw and a 
slicer, big wheels of cheese, comic 
books, magazines, canned goods, 
fresh eggs, livestock feed, 50-pound 
sacks of sugar, flour and cornmeal, 
pickles and crackers in wooden 
barrels. There were two gas pumps 
out front. All this was packed into an 
area no larger than a modern medi-
um-sized convenience store.

The church was also different. On 
the first and third Sunday of each 
month, services were held by a 
hellfire and brimstone hard-shelled 
Baptist preacher. The second 

Sunday was led by a mellow Meth-
odist Minister. The fourth Sunday 
was reserved for the pomp and 
ceremony of a Catholic priest. Most 
people in the area attended all the 
services, all month long.

A much-anticipated quarterly fifth 
Sunday was what everyone (espe-
cially the kids) waited for. There 
would be gospel singing, political 
speech making, games and other 
fun things. The big draw, however, 
was the “potluck dinner on the 
grounds.” 

Every farm wife who came 
brought her signature dish. The 
food table was about 40 feet long 
and was filled with southern comfort 
food. Adults always went through 
the line first because when the kids 
were turned loose, it looked like 
Moses calling down a plague of 
locusts upon Egypt.

Before we left the farm, Grandpa 
Ruffo called all the grandkids 
together for a short speech that we 
heard enough times to ingrain it in 
our memories.

“On your second or following trips 
through the food line, if you see 
a dish which has not been dis-
turbed, stop and put two spoons of 
whatever is there, on your plate,” he 
said. “You don’t have to eat it, but 
there is nothing more embarrassing 
to the woman who made that dish 
than to have no one sample it.”

Another event was the “tall tales” 
contest by the farmers in atten-
dance. I wish I had recorded those 
whoppers. They would have made a 
great book. 

Once I asked Grandpa Ruffo if 
those stories were lies.

He replied, “Son, this is Sunday, 
and we are on the grounds of the 
church. No one can tell a lie on 
Sunday on church property, unless 
he’s a preacher.”

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Tennis Open approached.
With Federer, Nadal and Williams 

sidelined by injuries all at once 
for the first time in 25 years, this 
year’s Open seemingly lacked the 
star power the tennis world - and 
I – needed.

Not even Novak Djokovic’s quest 
at the Open for tennis immortality 

by winning the Grand Slam victories 
in all four major tournaments in the 
year sparked my interest. 

Then, out of nowhere, a series 
of dramatic and unlikely events not 
only rekindled my interest but may 
have produced fresh faces needed 
to renew interest in a sport that had 
suffered through the pandemic. 

Two unheralded teenage girls, 
Emma Raducanu of Britain and 

Leylah Fernandez of Canada, 
created one of the most exciting 
and unlikely Open tournaments in 
history. On the court, they exhibited 
skill, athleticism and joy. Off the 
court, they displayed poise, grace 
and respect. 

Raducanu, an 18-year-old ranked 
150th in the world, became the first 
player to win a Grand Slam title 
after surviving the qualifying tour-
nament. In only her second major 
tournament, she won 10 matches 
without losing a set. 

She defeated Fernandez, a 
19-year-old ranked 73, in a finals 
match filled with drama, power and 
precision. 

Nobody could have predicted 
these two telegenic teens would be 
Open finalists.

Raducanu, a good student, was 
so certain that tennis was not in her 
future that earlier this year she took 
entrance exams for college and a 
career in finance.  

Her victory made her the toast 
of Britain. Queen Elizabeth praised 
Raducanu for “a remarkable 
achievement at such a young age.” 

Raducanu, whose parents have 
roots in Romania and China, spent 
part of the night after her victory 
recording a video message in fluent 
Mandarin for the Chinese audience.  
I suspect that is not the type of thing 
most touring pros do after winning a 
tournament. 

Fernandez, until the Open, was 
known as an undersized battler.  A 
teacher once told her to give up the 
game because she would never 
amount to anything.

Although she lost, Fernandez will 
be remembered for the speech she 
gave to the New York crowd after 
her loss.

Holding back tears, the poised 
Canadian, whose mom is Filipino 
and her dad Ecuadorean, acknowl-
edged that the match was played 
on the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 
11 attacks. 

“I hope I can be as strong and as 
resilient as New York has been the 
past 20 years,” she said. How many 
19-year-olds would think of 9/11 
after losing in the Open finals?

As for Djokovic, his chase for the 
Grand Slam ended with a loss in the 
finals to Russian Daniil Medvedev. 

But even Djokovic, often viewed 
by New York crowds as a villain, 
rose to the occasion after his 
defeat.

Sensing a moment in tennis 

history, the crowd had supported 
Djokovic in this match. He noticed. 

“You guys touched my soul,” he 
said. “I’ve never felt like this in New 
York.”

 Two wheelchair players did 
accomplish what Djokovic couldn’t. 

First came Diede de Groot of 
the Netherlands, who won the 
wheelchair competition to complete 
a sweep of the year’s four Grand 
Slam tournaments to go with her 
Paralympic gold medal.

Then, Australian Dylan Alcott 
completed the same feat in the 

men’s quad event. The quad event 
differs from the wheelchair division 
in that quad players also have loss 
of function in at least one upper 
limb.

All in all, the events of the Open 
have me thinking about tennis 
again. Who knows? I might even 
pick up a racket and find some 
wheelchair players.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

Emma Raducanu was ranked 150 before she won the U.S. Open. She is 
one of the rising stars of professional tennis. (Tribune News Service)
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Hurricane Nicholas wreaks havoc throughout Brazoria County

This gas station awning in Lake Jackson  was part of the destruction Hurricane Nicholas left behind in its wake 
as it exited the county in the early morning hours of Sept. 13. While it was forecast to be a big rainmaker, the 
storm became a strong wind producer also, gusting at landfall up to 95 m.p.h. The wind tore apart power lines 
and left much of the county without power, some parts for five days or longer. This was the first storm to bring 
an eye wall over the county since Hurricane Alicia in 1983, which was a Category 3. Nicholas was a Category 1.

“My car isn’t new, but this is its 
first wash, so I’ll take it,” I said, 
handing Jason my debit card so he 
could charge me $47.

“Don’t forget to roll up your win-
dows,” he reminded me after giving 
the card back.

“Thanks,” I said. “I didn’t bring my 
bathing suit.”

Going through the car wash was 
like being on an amusement park 
ride in Niagara Falls.

Slowly I rolled, step by step, inch 
by inch, until my vehicle came out 
the other side. I turned left into an 
empty space, exited the car and 
watched as a quartet of cleaners 
armed with rags, spray bottles and 
vacuum cleaner hoses descended 
on the dark green auto, making it 
pristine inside and out.

“They’re doing a great job,” I told 
supervisor Celso Bocchini.

“My four best people are work-
ing on your car,” said Celso, who 
told me that the Premium package 
included “vacuuming, car wash, win-
dows in and out, waxing, rims, shiny 
stuff on the tires and scent.”

“My car was filthy, but it’s looking 
good now,” I said. “At least the 
inside wasn’t too bad.”

“You’d be surprised at what we 
find in some cars,” said Celso. “You 
don’t know what will be in there. 
We find a lot of popcorn and french 
fries. We once found a couple of 
hot dogs that were almost walking. 
I don’t know how people can drive 
around with that kind of stuff in their 
cars.”

“Can I help clean my car?” I 

asked.
“You can do anything you want,” 

Celso answered. “It’s your car.”
He handed me a damp cloth.
“A dry one will scratch your car,” 

he said. “Now put some elbow 
grease into it.”

The grease had already been 
washed off, but my elbow was sore 
after buffing the hood and the front 
passenger-side door.

“Did I do a good job?” I wondered.
“Yes,” said Celso. “Make believe 

you do something and take credit.”
“Is your car nice and clean?” I 

asked.
“It’s a mess,” Celso confessed. “It 

gets washed when I have a chance, 
but it’s less than anybody else here. 
That should tell you something.”

“It tells me that you’re a busy 
guy,” I said.

Celso nodded and pointed to his 
car, a 2001 Hyundai Sonata that 
was parked across the lot.

“It has only 80,000 miles on it,” 
he said. “I bought it for $2,000 five 
years ago. I’ve put only 30,000 
miles on it in five years. I drive five 
miles a day. I don’t need a BMW, 
but if you want to give me one, I’ll 
take it.”

“I’ll have to get a job so I can 
afford it,” I said before getting in my 
shiny, spanking clean, beautifully 
scented vehicle.

“You can work here,” Celso 
said. “Maybe then I can get my car 
washed.”

(Jerry Zezima writes a humor 
column for Tribune News Service 
and is the author of five books. 
Email: JerryZ111@optonline.net. 
Blog: jerryzezima.blogspot.com.)

CAR WASH (From Page 1)

One of the many uprooted trees in Freeport. Trees also fell on power 
lines, causing blackouts.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Cashing in while cleaning the beach

Parks Lead Interpreter, Mike Mullenweg, is shown with 37 bags of 
collected beach trash.

Brazoria County Parks partnered 
with SOBA (Save Our Beach Asso-
ciation) in Surfside to host a Trash 
Raffle dedicated to cleaning the 14 
miles of beautiful beach on Follet’s 
Island. 

Thirty-seven trash bags were 

collected within six hours. 
Three lucky participants won $100 

each for their cleaning efforts.
 A special thank you goes to the 

event sponsor, Millenium Auto Sales 
in Rosenberg, Texas, for the gener-
ous donation toward this cause.

Family helping to make Surfside Beach cleaner.

Learn archery at Camp Mohawk Oct. 16
Visitors to Camp Mohawk learned 

the fun and safe way to practice 
archery in September at the Dis-
cover Archery event. 

Participants learned about the 
history of bows and arrows as well 
as how to accurately shoot at the 
range.  

Every participant was able to hit 
the bull’s eye! 

Our next Discover Archery event 
will be on Oct. 16, 10 a.m. to noon.

For more information or to regis-
ter, contact Park’s Lead Interpreter 
at mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
call (979) 864-1152.

One of the participants at the Discover Archery program at Camp 
Mohawk learned about shooting bows and arrows. 
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Oct. 9, 9 a.m. – 
noon – Fall Paddling Event. 
Come join the Small Watercraft 
Club as they hold a paddling 
event on one of the waterways 
in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of ours.  
Location: TBD.  For information 
or reservations, call (979) 864-
1152 or email mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com 

Saturday, Oct. 9, 8:30 a.m. 
– 5:30 p.m – Stephen F. Aus-
tin-Munson County Park 
Cannon Safety School - 
Who doesn’t like cannons? Ever 
fire one?

This program centers on the 
cannons used in early Texas. 
Learn background history; 
what can go wrong and how to 
counter it; cannon upkeep; pre-
paring ammunition; and, above 
all, how to safely serve and fire 
period field artillery.

This is an all-day hands-on 
program. Crew size is limited. 
Fee is $50 per person; minors 16 
years and older require a spon-
soring adult on the crew.

Paperwork and payment due 
by Sept. 30; call (979) 849-5965 
for info.

Saturday, Oct. 16, 10 a.m. 
– noon Discover Archery. 

The staff at Camp Mohawk County 
Park will show you how modern- 
day bows and arrows are used to 
have a great time. Topics covered 
will be safety, equipment, shooting 
skills and shooting practice. After 
the class, you try out your skill 
on our archery range. Bows and 
arrows will be provided. For more 
information or to register, call the 
park’s interpreter at (979) 864-1152 
or email him at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com 

Thursday, Oct. 21, 8 a.m. - noon 
Volunteer Trails Workday. 
Brazoria County Parks is excited to 
add miles of new multipurpose trails 
to the area. Join the Park’s Trail 
Coordinator on the third Thursday 
of each month to build and maintain 
trails in the parks. Activities include 
clearing brush, leveling the surface 
and painting and planting signs. 
Make sure to wear sturdy work 
clothes. For more information and 
to sign up, contact Mike at mikem@
brazoria-county.com or (979) 864-
1152.

Saturday, Oct. 23, 10 a.m. – 2 
p.m. Kids’ Fishfest. Brazoria 
County Parks is proud to host the 
Kids’ Fishfest Event at Bass Pro 
Shops in Pearland. Come for a 
great time learning to fish and trying 
your luck in the stocked pond. 

Poles will be provided while sup-
plies last or you can bring your 
own. Bass Pro Shops will provide 
the bait, and Texas Parks and 
Wildlife will provide the Angler 
Education. For information, call 
(979) 864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.net

Saturday, Oct. 30, 12 p.m.- 6 
p.m. Halloween Costume 
Trash Raffle. The Brazoria 
County Parks Department, along-
side Millennium Motor Sales Inc. 
and the Save Our Beach Asso-
ciation (S.O.B.A.), would like to 
reward you for helping clean up 
the beach. This month, judges 
will be awarding prizes for best 
costume! 

Drop by Follett’s Island Public 
Beach Access Road # 5 and 
come visit us at the Brazoria 
County Parks booth between 12 
p.m. and 6 p.m.

One full bag of trash picked 
up off the beach (no household 
trash) gets one raffle ticket, and 
we will supply both the trash 
bags and the gloves. You may 
enter as many times as you wish. 
The raffle drawing will be at 6 
p.m, and three lucky people will 
win $100 each for their efforts.

For more information, contact 
Mike at (979) 864-1152.

Parlor gaming closes history programs
“When a Texan fancies to take his chances, chances will be taken” – Ste-

phen F. Austin
Munson County Park’s History Talk program, ‘The Chances You Take’, 

attracted dozens of guests, who enjoyed a guided, hands-on presentation 
of Texas-period parlor gaming. This was the last History Talks program for 
2021. 

History Talks will resume again in January 2022 with a series of new and 
interesting topics.

Faro was a crowd-pleaser.  George Rollow sits as dealer while participants 
place wagers. The curious device to the dealer’s left is a card counter, 
allowing everyone to see which cards already have been dealt. 

Guest speaker George Rollow of Bastrop  explains gaming in early Texas 
during the “discussion” portion of the program.

Roulette is nothing new to the gaming scene.  Ronald Schrotter, of 
Duncanville, stands in as dealer while participants do their best to out-
fox the wheel. The guest in the sweater almost cleaned out the bank! 



Page 12  THE BULLETIN   September 28, 2021   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. All 
menus subject to change. Meals on 
wheels available - call before 9:30 
a.m. Low salt/low sugar meals avail-
able - call before 8 a.m. Transportation 
to the center available - call before 
8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Sept. 29: Southern 
fried chicken, creamed potatoes, 
gravy, green beans, carrot & raisin 
salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, Sept. 30: Meatballs & 

gravy, rice, lima beans, spiced apples, 
tossed salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Oct. 1: Enchiladas, 
Spanish rice, red beans, carrots, slaw, 
cornbread, dessert.

Monday, Oct. 5: Beef stroganoff, 
mixed vegetables, corn, pear & cot-
tage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Oct. 6: Happy Birth-
day! Baked chicken, dressing/gravy, 
creamed potatoes, green beans, carrot 
& raisin salad, rolls, birthday cake.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Go with 
your first instinct when faced with 
tough financial decisions. You can 
most likely follow a partner’s advice 
without fear of making a mistake. 
Put your creativity to the test by 
showing off your projects.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Actions will speak louder than 
words. Honor your promises and 
prove that you mean what you say. 
Loved ones will appreciate your 
companionship and your sincere 
compliments.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): When 
you’re smart and hardworking it 
can be easy to make money. Make 
an intense atmosphere brighter 
by being witty and positive. Avoid 
making big decisions or signing 
contracts at the end of the week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Your business sense may be 
undone when you’re exposed to 
something unique. Don’t spend your 
cash on frivolous garbage or make 
impulse purchases that won’t pay off 
as an investment.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Find common ground. You and a 
loved one may be at odds over how 
to spend money this week. The 
simplest solution is to respect each 
other’s views and find something 
that benefits you both.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Evidence of someone’s love and 
affection can brighten your day. The 
only way to get past roadblocks in 
the week ahead is to roll up your 
sleeves and show greater initiative 
on the job.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Make a relationship more harmoni-
ous by being sincere and truthful. 
Share your wisdom with children or 
forgive someone who has crossed 
the line. Incorporate visionary ideas 
into your work in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Frank discussions with family and 
friends may offer useful insights 
into business relationships or your 
career direction. Listen carefully to 
sound advice and focus on making 
profitable transactions.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Use brains, not brawn. To 
achieve your goals, figure out how 
to work better and smarter. Think 
about what you can have and how 
to get it rather than obsessing about 
what you don’t have.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Being secretive or possessive may 
not sit well with loved ones. Allow 
them breathing room to do their 
own thing and share confidences in 
the week to come. Be generous if 
purchasing someone a gift.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Cooperation is the key to harmony. 
Without solid support, you’ll have 
a tough time getting the ball rolling 
in the week ahead. Point out the 
shared benefits someone will gain 
by being in your corner.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Current cosmic energies signal a 
focus on partnerships and verbal 
exchanges. Rather than taking 
financial risks if your imagination 
gets out of hand, do some serious 
homework to clarify the situation.

Bulletin horoscope

September 28
1789 - In the U.S., the first 

Federal Congress passed a 
resolution that asked President 
George Washington to recommend 
to the nation a day of thanksgiving. 
Several days later Washington 
issued a proclamation that named 
Thursday, November 26, 1789, as 
a “Day of Publick Thanksgivin.” The 
fixed-date for Thanksgiving Day, the 
fourth Thursday of November, was 
established on Dec. 26, 1941.

1955 - The World Series was 
televised in color for the first time. 
The game was between the New 
York Yankees and the Brooklyn 
Dodgers.

September 29
1789 - A regular army was estab-

lished by the U.S. War Department 
with several hundred men.

1951 - The first network football 
game was televised by CBS-TV 
in color. The game was between 
the University of California and the 
University of Pennsylvania.

September 30
1927 - George Herman “Babe” 

Ruth hit his 60th homerun of the 
season. He broke his own record 

with the homerun. The record stood 
until 1961 when Roger Maris broke 
it.

1947 - The World Series was 
televised for the first time. The spon-
sors only paid $65,000 for the entire 
series between the Brooklyn Dodg-
ers and the New York Yankees.

1989 - Thousands of East Ger-
mans began emigrating under an 
accord between the NATO nations 
and the Soviet Union.

October 1
1908 - The Model T automobile 

was introduced by Henry Ford. The 
purchase price of the car was $850.

1949 - Mao Tse-tung raised the 
first flag of the People’s Republic of 
China when the communist forces 
had defeated the Nationalists. The 
Nationalist forces fled to Taiwan.

1982 - EPCOT (Experimental 
Prototype Community of Tomorrow) 
Center opened in Florida. The con-
cept was planned by Walt Disney.

October 2
1836 - Charles Darwin returned 

to England after 5 years of acquiring 
knowledge around the world about 
fauna, flora, wildlife and geology. 
He used the information to develop 

his “theory of evolution” which he 
unveiled in his 1859 book entitled 
The Origin of Species by Means of 
Natural Selection.

October 3
1863 - U.S. President Lincoln 

declared that the last Thursday of 
November would be recognized as 
Thanksgiving Day.

1974 - Frank Robinson took over 
the management position of the 
Cleveland Indians baseball team. 
He was the first black manager in 
major league baseball.

1989 - East Germany suspended 
unrestricted travel to Czechoslova-
kia in an effort to slow the flow of 
refugees to the West.

October 4
1893 - The first professional foot-

ball contract was signed by Grant 
Dibert for the Pittsburgh AC.

1909 - The first airship race in the 
U.S. took place in St. Louis, MO.

1927 - The first actual work of 
carving began on Mount Rushmore.

1957 - The Soviet Union launched 
Sputnik I into orbit around the Earth. 
Sputnik was the first manmade 
satellite to enter space. Sputnik I fell 
out of orbit on January 4, 1958.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Queens stadium namesake
5 Elevated vantage point for Wile E. 

Coyote
9 Sister of Sasha
14 Many a gamer
15 Oodles
16 Freezes
18 Red River city
21 Fronded plant
22 Exit in a hurry

23 Oodles, with “a”
24 They, in Calais
25 Drawn from diverse sources
29 Hound for payment
30 Words of urgency
33 Partners
34 TV component?
35 He hit his 600th homer exactly 

three years after his 500th
36 Medical suffix
40 Caesar’s next-to-last words

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 44 “Take a hike!”
47 Intro suggesting uncertainty
51 Way off
52 Be decided by
53 Sot’s woe
54 Caesar’s last day, e.g.
56 __ act
57 Summers in Bordeaux
59 Pre-road trip detail ... and a hint 

to what certain parts of three 
long answers were doing as you 
solved them

64 Make certain
65 Island in Micronesia
66 Big name in digital imaging
67 Jovial
68 Modern address letters
69 “Got it”

Down
1 DOJ bureau
2 Shipwreck site
3 “Want to know the culprit? I’ll tell 

you!”
4 Many an MIT alum
5 Ralph Ellison’s “Invisible __”
6 “Livin’ Thing” rock gp.
7 Cold dessert
8 Stick on
9 Central dividing point
10 Here, in Ju‡rez
11 Albanian money
12 Tristan’s love
13 Filmmaker with a distinctive style
17 One before a king?
19 “It’s __ the other”
20 Try to strike
24 Old Peruvian
26 Old TV component
27 “__ Miz”
28 Wile E. Coyote collectible
31 Surfing tool
32 Bridal shop array
37 Source of some tadpoles
38 “Okay to come out yet?”
39 Norms: Abbr.
41 Asian holiday
42 Competition
43 Strip of gear, as a ship
44 Econ. yardstick
45 Environmentalist’s prefix
46 Principle
47 Cruelty named for a marquis
48 Ultimatum phrase
49 “Just stop, okay?!”
50 Production
51 World Cup soccer org.
55 Omit a part of, perhaps
58 Asian takeout option
60 Mdse. category
61 Angkor __: Cambodian temple
62 Trickster
63 Encl. with a rŽsumŽ
(C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

BROWN  WHITE  GREEN  BEIGE  CREAM  IVORY  BLACK
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christians’ goal is to be faithful
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I’ve been told that Christians 
show a lack of faith if they set 
goals. Is there any truth to this? 
- G.O.

A:  Attaining success in life is 
not wrong, but if we go about it 
without obedience to God’s Word 
it can lead us down the wrong 
path. The Bible tells us that God’s 
thoughts are different from our 
thoughts.

The Psalmist’s pen presents 
a view of life that is the exact 
opposite of what the world around 
us promotes - through advertising, 
social media, entertainment, and 
even the lifestyles of the rich and 
famous. “Live for yourself,” the 
world proclaims. “Have a good 
time; indulge your senses; pursue 
every pleasure; strive for suc-
cess. And if you do,” these voices 
add, “then you’ll be happy and 
blessed.”

But God calls us to another 
way - His way. The Bible says, 
“Blessed are those who keep [the 
Lord’s] testimonies, who seek 
Him with the whole heart!” (Psalm 
119:2). Blessing, He says, comes 
only from following Him. Every 
other way promises what it cannot 
deliver - and delivers exactly the 
opposite of what it promised. 
Some of the most miserable 

people are those who are highly 
successful in the eyes of the 
world. But down inside they are 
restless and spiritually empty.

Don’t fall into the world’s trap, 
following its self-indulgent goals 
and driven by its self-centered 
motives. It can happen without 
you even being aware of it. Our 
job in life is not to be successful, 
but to be faithful. Regardless of 
our cleverness, our achievements, 
and our gadgets and devices, we 
are spiritual paupers without God. 
Make sure Christ is first in your 
life, and make it your goal to live 
according to His Word. For then, 
you will know true contentment.

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

Young Marquis de Lafayette joined American revolution 
ington, and he was 
commissioned as a 
Major-General.     

Lafayette served 
with distinction in 

numerous battles, but in February 
1778 when France and the Ameri-
can Revolutionary forces signed a 
formal treaty of alliance, it set off a 
declaration of war between France 
and Britain. 

By the time Lafayette returned 
to France, he had proven himself 
in battle, his loyalty to the Ameri-
can cause, and Benjamin Franklin 
admitted the Marquis had demon-
strated his worth.

(The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends is Sarah Vowell’s 
“Lafayette in the Somewhat United 
States.”)

Pain, wisdom, understanding combined
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Many older folks who have lived, 
failed, then got up and went on to 
understand that pain is the motiva-
tor to seek a better way. Such was 
my case.  

In my early twenties, I was reap-
ing the results of some very poor 
decisions. To say that I needed a 
stepladder to climb up to see the 
bottom of the hole would be an 
understatement. 
My life was devoid 
of any foundation 
of biblical knowl-
edge. I was hopeless, and at first I 
didn’t know how to deal with it. 

My little son died of cancer. I 
was pregnant, scarred, and scared 
beyond reason that this child could 
also be ripped from my arms.  

The pastor at the First Baptist 
Church in Freeport in 1971 offered 
to conduct my son’s service. As I 
sat there wondering how I could 
wake up tomorrow and live to face 
a day without my son, he began to 
speak the words of another parent 
who had cried out for the very same 
reason.

With tears flowing down his face, 
he spoke the words of King David 
from 2 Samuel 12:23 “But now he is 
dead; why should I fast? Can I bring 
him back again? I shall go to him, 
but he shall not return to me.” 

Those words dropped a hook 
into my heart to look upwards “from 

whence cometh my help.” The offer 
to see my son again led me to seek 
the One who offered that gift.

Over the ensuing years, it has 
been my observation that we focus 
heavily on learning the words in the 
Bible but little on getting to know the 
Man behind the words. When we 
get to know the Man, we begin to 
understand and trust Him to accom-
plish Romans 8:28 in our lives; no 
matter what’s been dealt to us in 

this world.
This passage 

reads, “And we 
know that all 

things work together for good to 
those who love God, to those who 
are the called, according to His 
purpose.”

We are instructed to get wisdom 
in Proverbs 4:5. “Get wisdom, get 
understanding; do not forget my 
words or turn away from them.” On 
the surface, it appears as if under-
standing and wisdom automatically 
come together. Such is not always 
the case. Sometimes age comes 
alone. 

Consequently, many people 
are believers who got the wisdom 
part and can quote scripture faster 
than a speeding bullet. However, 
understanding was apparently on an 
extended vacation and unreachable 
by phone. They must have been 
absent when Newton’s 3rd Law of 
Physics was discussed (For every 
action, there is an equal and oppo-

site reaction).         
The Lord’s training of us is very 

similar to the training of our children. 
We tell them not to touch a hot 
stove, and we share our painfully 
gained wisdom. 

Many will touch the hot stove, 
anyway. Unfortunately, painful 
wisdom is not passed down through 
our DNA and fast forwarded 25 
years.  

Now for something lighter. 
There’s nothing quite like a good 
plate of fried catfish. Well, maybe 
there is with the addition of sea-
soned French fries and a good 
sauce. That about sums it up!

Southern Fried Catfish
INGREDIENTS
3 Pounds Catfish Fillets, cut into 

strips
1/2 Teaspoon Kosher Salt
½ Teaspoon Freshly Cracked 

Black Pepper
¼ Teaspoon Lemon Pepper
½ Teaspoon Cajun Seasoning 

(like Slap Ya Mama)
½ Teaspoon Old Bay Seasoning
1/2 Cup Self-rising Flour
2 Cups Yellow Cornmeal
Canola oil for frying
INSTRUCTIONS
Rinse the fillets. Cut into three to 

four strips lengthwise. Season fish 
on both sides with salt, peppers, 
Cajun seasoning, and Old Bay, 
pressing lightly into fish.

Preheat fryer to 375 degrees F 
and let the fillets rest while the fryer 
heats up. Whisk the flour and corn-
meal together in a large bowl until 
well blended. Dip the catfish fillets in 

the mixture until well coated; shake 
off any excess and set aside.

Once the oil is heated up, coat 
the fillets with the cornmeal mixture 
again. Shake the fillets to loosen 
any excess and drop into the fryer 
with the basket lowered. Fry only a 
few at a time so as not to overcrowd 
and bring down the temperature of 
the oil.

Fry until fish floats and is golden 
brown, about 4 to 6 minutes, 
depending on size. Drain on several 
layers of paper towels.

Tired of Tartar Sauce? Give this 

one a try!
Shut Yo’ Mouth Sauce

INGREDIENTS 
1 Cup Mayonnaise
1 Tablespoon Ketchup
1 Tablespoon Barbeque Sauce
2 Teaspoons Dill Pickle Juice 
½ Teaspoon Paprika
1/2 Teaspoon Garlic Powder 
1/2 Teaspoon Onion Powder 
1/4 Teaspoon Black Pepper 
INSTRUCTIONS  
Combine all ingredients and 

mix well. Refrigerate in an air-tight 
container.

Chasing the Creator

Benjamin 
Franklin, the 
Continental Con-
gress’s envoy to 
France, was not 
enthusiastic about having 19-year-
old Marquis de Lafayette volunteer 
his military expertise to the colonial 
revolutionary forces two years into 
the War. 

Nevertheless, Lafayette, whose 
full name was Marie-Joseph Paul 
Roch Yves Gilbert du Motier, made 
the difficult journey, and arrived in 
South Carolina on June 13, 1777. 
He hoped to be General George 
Washington’s second in command. 

Though his youth might have 
been an issue when he made his 
case to Congress, the Marquis’ offer 
of service was accepted by Wash-

Marquis de Lafayette joined 
Washington’s forces at age 19 and 
impressed Benjamin Franklin.
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