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Welcome backWelcome back
Brazoria County FairBrazoria County Fair

After a limited fair in 2020 because of the Covid outbreak, the Brazoria 
County Fair is back in full swing. Inside this issue, you’ll find our 
special section insert that can be used as your guide to the fair. Check 
out all the great events and how to get into the fairgrounds for free.

They clown 
around in a 
rodeo arena
By John Toth
The Bulletin

I have gone to more rodeos and 
fairs while living in Brazoria County 
than anywhere else. It’s safe to 
say that almost everything I have 
learned about fairs has been gained 
in this county.

Almost everything, because I 
covered the 1979 Matagorda County 
Fair for the Daily Tribune. That was 
the first fair I ever attended. I was a 
rookie reporter just out of college, 
and I soaked it up like a sponge.

There were several interesting 
rodeo events I wrote about, but one 
of my favorites was writing about 
a rodeo clown. I interviewed him 
between shows.

I think his name was Salt or 
Pepper, or maybe Salt and Pepper. 
I’m going back a few decades. I 
questioned him about how he got 
into this business and what thrill 
he received running from a 2,500-
pound bull after getting its attention.

“The thrill is running from them,” 
he said. I lost the article a long time 
ago, but I remember that quote.

The rodeo clown has the respon-
sibility of entertaining the crowd 
during the slow period and to dis-
tract the bull and protect the riders 
after their dismount. They are also 
called barrelmen. This young writer, 
who grew up in concrete jungles, 
was all ears.

What made him get into this line 
of work? He grew up on a ranch. 
As a child, he watched clowns work 
rodeo arenas. He wanted to try 
his hand at it. Some people watch 
pilots, firemen and police officers 
and are inspired. He was inspired by 

Ramblings

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I have been fortunate to run 
across some famous people in my 
journalism career: Debbie Reynolds, 
Robert Redford, Peggy Fleming 
and Gen. William Westmoreland, to 
name a few.

But until recently 
I didn’t realize that 
I had a famous high school class-
mate.

You won’t recognize the name 
- Rob Janoff - and you wouldn’t rec-
ognize his face, but I guarantee you 
that almost on a daily basis most of 
you - and millions of people around 
the world - see his work. 

Rob and I graduated from Culver 
City High School in California in 
1965. We went our separate ways.  

I don’t think we ever ran into each 
other again, unless we bumped into 
each other at a high school reunion 
that I don’t remember. 

It is only through a recent con-
versation with another classmate 
that I learned about Rob.

After gradu-
ation from high 
school, Rob 

attended San Jose State University, 
where he initially majored in indus-
trial design. He later - in a fortuitous 
move - switched to graphic design.

He began working for a number 
of small Silicon Valley advertising 
agencies and in 1977 joined Regis 
McKenna, located in Palo Alto.

Among the clients of Regis 
McKenna was a computer startup 

The View from My Seat

When the Covid nose no longer knows
Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service (TNS)

We’ve been doing a lot of sniffing 
here lately.

Usually, the husband is the one 
handing me something from the 
fridge saying, “This smells bad. 
Here, see what you think.”

These days I’ve been the one 
waving things under his nose.

The husband got a one-two punch 
from COVID-19 and lost his sense 
of taste and smell. Day Three, 
mid-afternoon, a couple hours after 
eating a grilled cheese I’d made for 
lunch. And no, the cheese had not 
expired.

He was on the couch and said, “I 
don’t think I can taste or smell.”

Just like that. Astounding.
I did what any wife would do. I 

minced some garlic, held it under 
his nose and said, “Here, see what 
you think.”

Nothing.
I tried some mesquite rub. It’s 

potent mesquite that clears your 
sinuses and keeps them clear for 
three years.

Nothing.
The next time he saw me coming, 

he pretended to be asleep.
I consulted our primary care 

We adopted a dog who needed a friend
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Sometimes, you don’t always get 
what you want – you get what you 
need.

That’s what hap-
pened when we 
rescued our two 
fur babies from the SPCA. Here’s 
a short tale of how we were united 

with Coon Dog.
“It’s cancer,” the vet said. 

Treatment options for Daisy, our 
Pomeranian, registered through 

a veil of tears. I 
wasn’t prepared 
for this diagno-
sis. We took her 

home for hospice.
Then it dawned on me that 

Dammit Dog, our Yorkie, was 
almost 15 years old. The reality that 
both dogs could soon be crossing 
over the rainbow bridge set in. 
Sadness enveloped me like a cold 
winter fog. That was a Saturday.

For some time, I had been 
thinking about getting a teacup 
Yorkie. I decided to look online - 
nothing. Then, I went to the SPCA 
of Brazoria County Facebook page 
- hoping. I saw a few small dogs, 
but no Yorkies.

I decided to message the SPCA: 
“Do you ever have any small Yor-
kies - preferably female?” I figured 
that no one would answer. It was, 

Memories are made of this
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

October 13
1846 - A great hurricane tracked 

across Cuba, Florida, Georgia, the 
Carolinas, Virginia and Pennsylva-
nia. The hurricane inflicted major 
damage along its entire path, 
which was similar to the path of 
Hurricane Hazel 108 years later. 

The hurricane caused great 
damage at Key West, Fla., and at 
Philadelphia, Pa., it was the most 
destructive storm in 30 years.

October 14
1984 - Dense fog contributed 

to a 118-vehicle accident on I-94, 
just south of Milwaukee WI. It was 
the seventh day of an eight-day 
stretch of dense fog. At the time 
of the accident, the visibility was 
reportedly close to zero.

October 15
1954 - Hurricane Hazel struck 

the Carolina coastline. The hurri-
cane demolished every pier along 
a 170-mile stretch from Myrtle 
Beach, S.C., to Cedar Island 
N.C., and obliterated entire lines 
of beach homes. Hurricane Hazel 
also destroyed 1500 homes as it 
moved inland with 17-foot tides. 

Winds between Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., and Cape Fear, N.C., gusted 
to 150 mph. Hurricane Hazel 
caused 163 million dollars damage 
and claimed the lives of 98 per-
sons.

October 16
1913 - The temperature in 

downtown San Francisco soared 
to 101 degrees to equal its record 
for October.

OCTOBER 13 OCTOBER 14 OCTOBER 15 OCTOBER 16 OCTOBER 17 OCTOBER 18 OCTOBER 19



month of June.”  “You thief, that’s 30 
pints!”  “Not exactly, because each 
day, I put back in a pint of water, to 
maintain the original level. If you 
can tell me EXACTLY how much 
wine I have taken, I will deem my 
punishment just.” Could the monks 
comply?

A. What was the year and how 
much math did they know? After the 
first theft, explains H. E. Dudeney in 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

What is Lithopedion?     
Q. “Lithopedion” - bizarre and 

tragic with more than 290 cases 
recorded medically over the cen-
turies, though rare today except in 
developing countries. Typical age of 
the woman is 55, but 100 has been 
known, with a mean carriage time 
of 22 years. Normal pregnancies 
can follow. There are no classical 
symptoms to aid diagnosis, since 
extrauterine pregnancies are usually 
detected earlier.  hat is this clinical 
condition commonly called?

A. A “stone baby,” from a tubal, 
ovarian or abdominal pregnancy 
where the fetus is never expelled 
and becomes calcified, says Jan 
Bondeson in “The Two-Headed Boy, 
and Other Medical Marvels.”  It may 
cause initial pain but go undiag-
nosed for years or even decades.  
Fetal age is hard to determine due 
to drying up and shrinking.

In a remarkable 1674 case in 
Germany, pregnant 48-year-old 
Anna Mullern went into labor but 
the pains lasted seven weeks, says 
Bondeson. When they ceased, 
her belly remained swollen.  Anna 
recovered, and though convinced 
she was still carrying her first 
unborn child, went on to bear two 
healthy children. When she died at 
age 94, a surgeon discovered in her 
belly “a hard mass of the form and 
size of a large Ninepin-Bowl.”  The 
lithopedion was taken before the 
Royal Society of London.

A psychic’s
heart-stopping show

Q. A performing psychic invites 
a woman from the audience to the 
stage, where she feels his pulse 
beat slower and slower and finally 
stop as he “channels” in a spirit from 
the Beyond. Isn’t this heart-stopping 
demo dangerous?

A. Only real danger is that the 
woman may have read Massimo 
Polidoro’s “Secrets of the Psychics:  
Investigating Paranormal Claims” 
and tells everyone about the ping-
pong-ball-under-the-armpit gambit. 
As the psychic slyly presses his arm 
down on the ball, blood flow to the 
hand slows, which an uninformed 
observer will generally interpret as a 
fading heartbeat.  Magician/skeptic 
James Randi and colleague Jose 
Alvarez used this so effectively in 

fake spirit-channelings on Australian 
TV, says Polidoro, that “not even the 
physicians who examined Alvarez 
were able to guess how he did it.”
The monk who turned wine 

into water
Q. When the shocked monks 

learned that Cellarer John had been 
stealing wine from the big 100-pint 
cask, he defended, “But I have 
taken only a pint per day for the 

“The Canterbury Puzzles,” obviously 
99 pints of wine remained in 100 
pints of liquid. The wine concentra-
tion was now .99.

But then things got headier. After 
the second theft, the concentration 
was reduced again by a factor of 
.99, or 99 x .99 = .9801; after the 
third theft, .970299.  But if you try 
to do this for all 30 thefts, you will 
get a figure with nearly 60 decimal 
places!  The monks would have 

needed heavenly intervention to 
do this without logarithms, calcu-
lators or computers. The EXACT 
quantity of wine stolen would be 
26.029962661171957726998490... 
pints.

 It is likely they didn’t even try to 
get the figure, says Dudeney, as 
one was overheard to say, “A man 
who would involve the monastery in 
a fraction of 58 decimals deserves 
severe punishment.”
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101 Clements St
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116 E. Plantation
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HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

THANK YOU
The Bulletin is in its 28th year of publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating this occasion. Call (979) 849-5407 for 
details. Always shop locally when possible. Please let our advertisers 
know that you saw their ad in The Bulletin.

NEW HOURS AS OF OCT. 25 - CLOSED MONDAYS
Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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(979) 849-5407. Advertising 
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5 p.m. on Tuesday.

Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

SOME LADIES CAN’T DEAL 
WITH THE EXCITEMENT 
THAT IS ME: A man on a motor-
cycle with a female passenger ran 
a red light, looked back and made 
eye contact with police officers 
and then led them on a high-speed 
chase through Clearwater, Fla., 
weaving in and out of traffic at 
speeds well over 100 mph and 
running multiple red lights. He told 
arresting officers that he was on a 
first date with his passenger and 
was “trying to show off” for her. The 
woman told the cops that she was 
“screaming at him to stop, but he 
refused.” 

YOU KNOW, TYPICAL 
MOTHER-DAUGHTER STUFF: 
A mother called police to her home 
in Monroe, Ga., because her “unruly 
juvenile” daughter had broken a 
door with a metal pole after “an 
altercation about showering.” 

WHAT? YOU THINK I 
STOLE THIS!?: In a brazen theft, 
a gang of shoplifters stole armfuls 
of Tommy Hilfiger clothing from an 
outlet store in Orlando, Fla., and 
then fled in a Cadillac Escalade. 
Two hours later, the cops pulled 
the getaway car over and saw that 
one of the thieves was wearing a 
Tommy Hilfiger polo shirt with the 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to john.bulletin@gmail.
com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

price tag still attached to the collar. 
CASE CLOSED: Police, inves-

tigating the shooting death of a 
man in Jackson, Miss., found a cell 
phone at the scene of the crime that 
the murderer had apparently left 
behind. The cops were still there at 
1:30 in the morning when the owner 
of the cell phone came there to 
recover it. He was arrested. 

HE USUALLY CAN’T GET 
ANYONE TO LISTEN TO HIM: 
A 56-year-old man was found guilty 
of excessively calling the police 
emergency number in Fulton, Mo., 
sometimes more than 30 times 
a day and verbally abusing the 
operators for more than 30 minutes 
at a time, often while intoxicated. 
Cops who went to his residence 
in response often found him drunk 
and belligerent.  

I WOULDN’T BE CAUGHT 
DEAD IN THIS OUTFIT: A man 
removed his clothes in a home 
improvement store in Greenwood, 
S.C., because he heard his pants 
begin to “beep,” and thought some-
one had planted a bomb in them. 
He also thought he was being fol-
lowed by people who wanted to kill 
him. The cops who were called to 
the scene asked him to dress, but 
he refused, because he was afraid 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

his clothes would explode, 
TAKE THAT, YOU DIRTY 

RATS! KA-BLAM! KA-BLAM!: 
Four armed masked men, who 
kicked in the front door of a resi-
dence in Phoenix at 4 a.m., were 
greeted by a hail of gunfire from 
the guy inside. Footage from a 
security camera showed the four 
fleeing in terror. They ran outside to 
a getaway car, and two of them got 
in, and the other two just ran. 

HEY, THESE DIGIMON 
LOOK FAMILIAR: Two men 
broke into a store in Adelaide, 
Australia, and stole a large number 
of rare Digimon trading cards and 
board games, then went and tried 
to sell them back to the store later 
that day. Digimon is short for “digital 
monsters”, and the characters have 
inspired movies, anime series, 
video games, comic books and 
toys.
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JOHN (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

PRESENT COUPON AT TIME OF PURCHASE
DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

Wild West BBQ

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton

Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

AWARD WINNING BBQ

2 BBQ
BAKED

POTATOES
TWO SIDES

$1499

ANY 1 MEAT
DINNER
$899

rodeo clowns.
There are easier ways to make 

money, but he was good at it and 
loved the adrenalin rush as the bull 
got closer. A few times, the rubber 
barrel saved his - well, you know.

How long would he do it? As long 
as his body could take it. I would 
guess that he hung it up a long time 
ago. Or, maybe not. Some barrel-
men won’t quit until the very end.

He gave me some tips on how 
to become a rodeo clown, but my 
career path took me in a different 
direction. He said aspiring clowns 
need to get in shape because it is 
hard physical work. It helps to work 
on a ranch, he added, but there are 
rodeo clown schools that teach the 
profession. 

You can probably Google them 
now. In 1979, you would have had 
to look them up in a phone book.

He became an apprentice and 
learned his craft from a veteran 
rodeo clown. Networking with rodeo 
and fair organizers helped a lot, 
he said. He worked as much as he 
wanted. While it is tempting to work 
a lot, the body has to heal also, so 
time off is important.

The pay -  well, it improves with 
time. Today, full-time rodeo clowns 
make about $50,000 a year. Back 
in those days, it was a lot less, but 
new cars didn’t cost $40,000, either, 
so it’s all relative.

Clowns have to provide their 
own equipment and pay for their 
travel and lodging, so that has to 
be deducted. And, enjoy being on 
the road all the time because that’s 
what rodeo clowns do.

If you get really good, you can 
challenge Flint Rasmussen for 
the title of the most famous rodeo 
clown in the world. The Professional 
Rodeo Cowboys Association named 
him Clown of the Year eight times. 

In 2009 at age 41, he suffered a 
heart attack, healed up and went 
right back in the arena with only two 
limitations - he had to wear a heart 
monitor and take a break when 
his heart rate got above 140 bpm 
(beats per minute).

I tried to find out if he’s retired by 
now, since he should be about 62, 
but none of the research I did for 
this piece had any information about 
that. 

He does have an interesting 
program on YouTube where he talks 

about the rodeo business.
I did find that there are several 

rodeo clowns who work into their 
60s.  And then there was 83-year-
old Lecile Harris, the rodeo clown 
who finished his performances 
in 2020 at the 55th Annual Dixie 
National and Rodeo Livestock Show  
in Jackson, Miss., went to bed, fell 
asleep and died.

They are a special breed, and 
you can see rodeo clowns in action 
at the Brazoria County Fair. When 
you watch the clowns hamming it 
up at this year’s rodeo, watch their 
every move. They are designed 
to entertain and protect the riders. 
They make it look easy, but one 
mistake can result in grave conse-
quences.

Included in this paper, dear 
reader, is our annual Brazoria 
County Fair section, which I put 
together with the greatest care, as 
I have done every year since we 

started The Bulletin.
This is my 28th fair section for 

The Bulletin. I consider it a privilege 
to construct this puzzle each year. 
This is actually the 29th special fair 
issue I have done overall. I also 
produced the Matagorda County 
Fair special section in 1979. That 
was my claim to fame at the paper. 
Those were fun days as a whole 
new world opened up to me.

I was selected for the project 
because my editor hated doing 
it, and I bragged during my job 
interview that I had production 
experience. I also learned that the 
newest kid in the newsroom usually 
got stuck with the pile of work that 
came with it.

That’s how I met a group of great 
and talented people who made the 
fair possible each year. I enjoyed 
doing that section as much as I 
enjoyed producing this one. It never 
gets old - like rodeo clowning.

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

Renaissance Festival ticket winners
The Bulletin received a record 

number of entries for a chance to 
win two tickets to the Texas Renais-
sance Festival, which indicates to us 
that many of you are ready to break 
out and have some fun. We are 
making it possible for 20 readers to 
do just that.

Here are the winners, who are 
being mailed two tickets each ($68 
value) to the festival, which they can 
use on any Sunday through Nov. 28.

The winners are: Brenda Plunk 
of Angleton, who picked the paper 
up at Smithharts; Amber Balderas 
of Brazoria, who found us at Dark 
Roast Coffee; Nancy Ogle of Lake 
Jackson, who reads us at Shipley’s 
Donuts; Michele Steward of Lake 
Jackson, who grabbed a paper at 
El Chico; Sharon Lee of Rich-
wood, who picked us up at Food 
City; Kristine White of Angleton, 
who found us at Buc-ees; Yvette 
Krenek of Lake Jackson, who got 
the paper at Valero; Zenia Aram-
bula, of Angleton, who reads us at  
Whataburger; Carla Bokemper of 
Holiday Lakes, who got her copy 
at the Warriors Refuge; and Billie 
Marks of Alvin, who got the paper at 
Chicken Express.

Congratulations to all. Your 
tickets are in the mail. Thank you for 
reading The Bulletin, and we hope 
you enjoy the festival. Look for more 
ticket give-aways in The Bulletin.



            LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and Beer 
Retailers Permit (BG) With a Food 
and Beverage Certificate (FB) by 
Albina Daku operating as Roma 
Italian Restaurant to be located 
at 3 Circle way Lake Jackson, 
Brazoria County, Texas. Albania 
Daku Owner.
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THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

physician, Dr. Google, and read 
a theory that COVID-19 shocks 
nerves in the nose. The reading 
suggested trying to awaken the 
nerves by doing a sort of “smell 
therapy.” The premise of trying to 
wake something up made sense.

I loaded little containers with 
spices and extracts. He held them 
under his nose twice a day for 20 
seconds at a time, then ranked his 
sense of smell from 0-5. There were 
a lot of 0’s and .5’s the first few 
days.

He couldn’t smell or taste, but he 
could chew, so I made foods with 
crunch. I stopped short of deep-fry-
ing broccoli in a buttermilk batter.

To help entice his sense of smell, 
I stunk up the entire house making 
salmon. Nothing.

Garlic bread. Nothing.
Barbecued chicken, smoked on 

the grill. Nothing.
About two weeks after this all 

started, I made Sunday brunch.
“Do I smell bacon?” he asked 

from a room away.

Oh, the magical powers of bacon.
An upward trend emerged.
 Slowly.
 He is regaining taste and smell, 

though yesterday he said a blue-
berry coffeecake I’ve made for years 
seemed “tasteless.” (The man lives 
on the edge.)

It’s impossible to say if “smell 
therapy” did the trick or if his sense 
of taste and smell would have 
returned on their own.

We do not take vision or hearing 

for granted, but we have taken 
smell and taste for granted. We just 
assumed. We never considered not 
being able to taste or smell.

These days we are giving thanks 
for the food before us with a deeper 
sense of appreciation - all the while 
inhaling every wonderful aroma.

(Lori Borgman is a columnist, 
author and speaker. Her new book, 
“What Happens at Grandma’s Stays 
at Grandma’s” is now available. 
Email her at lori@loriborgman.com.)
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ERNIE (From Page 1)
whose executives worked from 
a strip mall. The company had a 
strange name for a computer com-
pany: Apple.

 Rob was chosen to design the 
company’s logo.

When Rob first met Steve Jobs, 
he says that Jobs was not yet the 
“scary demanding guy we think of 
today. He wasn’t rich and famous 
yet.”

Jobs’ only direction for designing 
the logo was, “Don’t make it cute.”

In an interview with Forbes, Rob 
discussed how the logo evolved.

“I told Regis that if we don’t 
somehow use the fruit, the apple, 
we’d lose a whole lot of the fun-ness 

of the idea. In fact, this logo we 
all know today would never have 
happened if I listened to everybody. 
I just wanted to make the computer 
easy and fun to be around.”

He was asked what the bite out of 
the Apple signifies:

“Lots of different fruits have a 
stem, are sort of round with a leaf 
dangling off of it. So, the bite in the 
apple was initially meant to indicate 
that it was an apple, and not some-
thing else.”

He continued:
“What’s funny, though, is after I 

came up with it, my creative direc-
tor, Chip, said ‘Oh guess what, Rob. 
You just designed something you 
didn’t realize. The word byte is a 
computer word. And you took a bite 

out of the apple.’”
Rob says in 1977 he wasn’t 

yet computer literate but thought 
“there’s a bit of wit that will last.”  

He was right about that.
Those of us who have been 

around for a while remember that 
the original Apple logo that Rob 
designed had striped rainbow 
colors. That was because the Apple 
computer was the only one that 
could show images in color. 

Rob says he was so confident 
in what he created that for the only 
time in his career he presented a 
client with only one sample from 
which to choose. 

“It was really low-key then,” Rob 
told Forbes. “He was just starting 
and so was I. I showed the logo to 
him, and he was like, ‘O.K., that’s 
nice.’ And that was it.”

The entire process of designing 
the logo took all of two weeks.

Rob later worked for agencies in 
New York City and Chicago, where 
he did work for numerous national 
and international clients, includ-
ing IBM, AT&T, Citibank and John 

Deere. 
He now lives in Chicago, where 

he has established a digital agency.
He travels worldwide helping 

companies with their branding 
and giving keynote speeches at 
universities.

I hope to catch up with Rob some 
day and reminisce about our high 
school days. 

 If I don’t, however, every time I 

pick up my iPhone or iPad or turn 
on the television, I will be reminded 
that I went to school with the guy 
who created what is thought to be 
the most recognizable brandmark in 
history.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

• The very first mention of Sherry 
wine comes from the Greek geographer 
Strabo in the 1st Century BC. In his book 
Geography (volume III) he writes that 
the first vines were brought to the Jerez 
Region by the Phoenicians in 1100 BC.

$99

Eight

Prices good through October 19, 2021

Have a great time
at the 

Brazoria County
Fair



Page 8  THE BULLETIN   October 12, 2021   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

COLOR
JAN (From Page 1)

after all, Sunday. Miraculously, an 
answer shot right back. One would 
be ready Tuesday. I also received a 
picture. There was something about 
that little face.

We were at the SPCA as the 
doors opened on Tuesday. While I 
located the intake number for the 
dog we wanted to see, Roy disap-
peared through the door frame. The 
SPCA was already full of people and 
animals, trying to find each other. 

My heart sunk when the lady 
behind the desk told me that two 
people were ahead of me to see 
that dog, and one was in the lobby 
with her then. The other was an 
internet request.

I peered over the cages into the 
lobby and discovered that Roy was 
the one playing with the Yorkie pup, 
which had raccoon-colored fur, and 
the online request was - me. One 
look at her pleading eyes, and Roy 
and I knew she was the one. 

This little girl and her brother had 
been orphaned by the 2016 spring 
Brazos floods. The finder had kept 
the boy, but Coon Dog was in des-
perate need of a friend. She wasn’t 
what I thought I had wanted. She 
wasn’t 100% Yorkie and was still 
a puppy. Instinctively, though, we 
knew we needed each other. 

We took her home, and not 
long after, Daisy, our Pomeranian, 
passed, and not long after that, so 
did Dammit Dog, our Yorkie. Coon 
Dog felt abandoned – again. The 
search for a companion pup began. 

For a couple of weeks, we 
searched newspaper ads and online 
rescue sites. No small dog showed 

up. Then it happened. 
I saw a picture of a little black and 

white dog, who was in SPCA foster 
care. I knew she was the dog. She 
and her three puppies had been 
tied in a pillowcase and thrown in a 
water-filled ditch. Someone saw that 
and pulled them out. One puppy 
was already dead, and one died 
soon afterward. They saved her and 
one puppy. 

Both had mange and had 
recovered. The puppy was going 
to Oregon to his new home. I had 
to have the momma dog, though. I 
contacted the SPCA, and someone 
there set up a meet and greet for 
the little black and white dog and 
Coon Dog. 

We put them in the fenced yard 
at the SPCA, and it was love at 
first sight. They began to play 
immediately. We took the black 
and white dog home with us that 
day. Her name had been Bonnie, 
but she was clever, behaved like a 
little stinker, and she was black and 
white, so she became “Skunk.” 

The two dogs together were 
nothing short of pure love. Skunk 
needed to be a momma dog, and 
Coon Dog needed a mom. They 
instinctively took on those roles, 
and they fit in with our little family. 
Friends in need found a home. 

Many more friends can be found 
at the SPCA of Southern Brazoria 
County, which is located at 141 
Canna Lane, Lake Jackson, 77566. 
For information about adopting a 
friend, call (979) 285-2340.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Coon Dog Skunk

At their regular Sept. 14 meeting, present Brazoria Lions President, 
Tina Dixon (L) presented a plaque to Past President Marie Hicks  for 
serving two years (one during the height of the COVID pandemic). The 
club appreciates Ms. Hicks’ work during this trying time.

The Brazoria Lions Club meets the second and fourth Mondays of 
each month. For more information on the Brazoria Lions Club, call 
(979) 798-4444.

The Brazoria Lions Club on Sept. 14 presented a $2,000 check to BACH, 
an organization which helps children (from birth to 21 years of age) with 
disabilities. Shown are Brazoria Lions President, Tina Dixon (left) and BACH 
Executive Director Leigh Ann Fry.

News from the Brazoria Lions Club

County decreases tax rate for 7th consecutive year
Brazoria County Commissioners’ 

Court approved the 2022 budget on 
Sept. 28, which includes a tax rate 
decrease. 

The rate approved is the effective 
rate, which keeps the tax the same 
as last year even though a home-
owner’s property evaluation now 
may be higher.

The budget process began in 
late spring and continued through 
the summer with several weeks 
of public hearings in which county 

departments presented budget 
requests to Commissioner Court 
members.

“We take this process very seri-
ously, and unfortunately, we cannot 
fund all requests that are made,” 
said County Judge Matt Sebesta, 
“It is our job to be good stewards of 
county funds and to allocate funds 
where they are most needed.”

County Auditor Kaysie Stewart.
reported that planned capital expen-
ditures are included in the 2022 

budget.
 “Park and boat ramp improve-

ments are included, as well as 
renovations to the Pct. 3 offices in 
Pearland,” she said

This year, a cost-of-living raise 
of 1% for county employees and a 
step increase for eligible employ-
ees, excluding elected officials, will 
be included in the budget. The new 
budget and tax rate took effect on 
Oct. 1.

Brazoria County Commissioners’ 
Court has been able to provide the 
residents of Brazoria County with a 
reduction in the tax rate over the last 
six years and now again in 2022. 

The current County tax rate 
(2021) is at $0.3920, and the newly 
adopted rate (2022) will be $0.3865, 
which is the effective tax rate. 

Since 2015, the Commissioners’ 
Court has voted to lower the tax rate 
from $0.49850 (2015) to $0.3865 
(2022), a decrease of 22.46% 
(11.197 cents).

October is Texas Archeology 
Month, a celebration of Texas' 
archeological heritage. Numerous 
organizations and institutions host 
events to heighten awareness and 
appreciation of this heritage in com-
munities across the state.

In recognition of Texas Arche-
ology Month, the Brazoria County 
Historical Museum will present "A 
Tale of Two Creatures" on Thursday, 
Oct. 28 at 6:30 p.m.

Dr. Catherine Jalbert will reveal 
two previously unidentified architec-
tural features of the Varner-Hogg 
Plantation, one discovered acciden-
tally.

This program is free and will be 
held at the Brazoria County Histori-
cal Museum, which is located at 100 
East Cedar in Angleton.

For more information, follow us on 
Facebook or call (979) 864-1208. 

County museum 
presents program 
on Varner-Hogg

When shopping locally, 
please mention that you 
saw the business’ ad in 

The Bulletin
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COLOR
When moving, please take pets with you
By Cathy M. Rosenthal
Tribune Content Agency

Dear Cathy,
My daughter has two dogs and 

two cats from an animal shelter. The 
two dogs are pugs and are about 
nine years old. The cats are about 
four years old, and one has health 
issues. She is 
thinking of moving 
from New York to 
Washington State 
due to a career change. Should 
she take them with her or think 
about giving them away (which she 
doesn’t want to do)? Is there a safe 
way of driving cross-country with 

them? - Deb, New Hyde Park, New 
York

Dear Deb,
Please encourage her to take 

her pets with her. When animals 
are given away or left at an animal 
shelter, these animals are usually 
very depressed for quite some time 

as they mourn the 
loss of their family. 
They also are 
rarely rehomed or 

adopted together, which traumatizes 
the animals even further.

People move all the time with 
their pets, and it can be a very 
positive experience. It just requires 

planning. There are many pet-
friendly hotels, so your daughter will 
have no problem finding accom-
modations as she drives across 
the country. She will need to carry 
leashes, medications, pet food, 
water, and their beds. I recommend 
the pets be kept in kennels large 
enough for them to stand and turn 
around in. (If they are loose in the 
car, that may cause an accident.) If 
there is a space issue, find ways to 
carry the luggage on top of the car. 

The animals must always ride inside 
the vehicle. (While obvious, it has to 
be said.)

Along the drive, stop at rest 
areas so your dogs can stretch and 
relieve themselves. Plan for 10 to 
15 minutes outside the car every 
few hours, which is what is recom-
mended for people who are driving 
as well. Keep a litter box in the car 
so the cats can do the same. One 
of you must stay in the car to let 
the cats out of their kennels. Do not 

open the car doors again until the 
cats are returned to their kennels 
to ensure one of them doesn’t bolt 
from the car. Don’t worry if the cats 
don’t drink or use the litter box 
along the way. They will eat and use 
the litterbox when you are settled 
into a hotel for the evening.

While a little more work, your 
daughter can and should keep her 
pet family together. Make sure they 
are all microchipped before she 
goes.My Pet World

Moving with pets: On moving day, keep your pets in a quiet room with 
the door shut, or at a friend’s house. This will ensure that your cat or dog 
won’t get scared and try to make a quick getaway while the movers load 
up the truck. During the moving process, try to keep your pet’s routine as 
normal as possible.
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Senior Focus
Dear Rusty: I started Social 

Security about 2 years ago, and 
I thought that the monthly benefit 
amount stated to me by Social 
Security in their letter was guaran-
teed. That written amount was what 
I based my decision on to retire. 
Now I hear on the news that we 
may have to take a 24% reduction 
in the future. That will make me and 
millions of other seniors homeless. 

Dear Anxious: The reason 
you’re now hearing about the possi-
bility of a future reduction in Social 
Security benefits is because the SS 
Trustees 2021 Report to Congress 
was just released. This report, 
usually published 
in April, recaps the 
program’s financial 
status at the end of 
the preceding year and provides 
Congress with a very detailed 
analysis of Social Security’s (and 
Medicare’s) financial picture. The 
Trustees report that, beginning in 
2021, Social Security income will 
be less than needed to pay ben-
efits, with the gap to be made up 
from Trust Fund reserves. Unless 
Congress makes some changes 
to the SS program, that trend will 
eventually result in the Trust Fund 
running dry, requiring an across-
the-board cut in benefits. 

This latest report predicts that the 
combined Trust Funds, which now 
hold nearly $3 trillion in reserves, 
may be fully depleted by the year 
2034 - one year earlier than last 
year’s 2035 prediction. Although the 
2034 date is new news this year, 
the mid-2030s potential depletion 
date has been reported for years, 
and it is not a new issue. Indeed, 
the 2019 report predicted 2034 as 
the possible depletion date and last 
year’s report predicted an improve-
ment to 2035. 

One obvious reason for the 
one-year acceleration in the new 
report is the economic effect of 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While it 
certainly isn’t good news, the fact 
is that the bad news isn’t as bad 
as many pundits predicted. Some 
were suggesting that the depletion 
date may be as early as 2029, but 
the economy rebounded faster than 

expected. Depending on how you 
look at things, the depletion date 
only changing by one year could be 
viewed as positive considering the 
economic impact of the pandemic. 
Rest assured that the matter will 
receive continued analysis in the 
months ahead.

But here’s the bottom line: 
It is extremely doubtful that Con-

gress will ever let the Social Secu-
rity Trust Funds be fully depleted, 
necessitating a benefit cut to all 
recipients. To allow that to happen 
would be political suicide because 
over 64 million people rely on 
Social Security. Is your benefit guar-

anteed? Yes, 
but only within 
the boundaries 
of current law, 

which says that Social Security is 
allowed to only pay benefits using 
its own money (from payroll tax 
income, interest income, income tax 
revenues and Trust Fund reserves). 
No benefits will be cut for as long 
as the Trust Fund can make up 
the difference between income 
received and benefits paid. But if 
there are no reserves to make up 
the difference, then (by law) Social 
Security can only pay out as much 
as it brings in.  

Congress already knows how 
to fix this issue and avoid a cut in 
Social Security benefits. What is 
missing is the bipartisanship and 
the political will to accomplish it, 
because neither side currently 
appears receptive to solutions 
offered by the other side. Con-
gress may continue to drag its feet 
on this issue, as has historically 
been done, until urgency demands 
action. 

But I believe you can rest 
assured that Congress will even-
tually find the fortitude to restore 
Social Security to long-term sol-
vency before any benefit cuts are 
made. You can help by calling your 
Congressional Representative and 
demanding that they adopt a bipar-
tisan attitude toward Social Security 
reform. A good place for Congress 
to start would be by adopting the 
reform proposed by the Association 
of Mature American Citizens.

Ask Rusty

Will SS be reduced in the future? Ready for some fun, seniors? 
The Brazoria County Fair has a 
special day just for you! Senior 
Citizen’s Day is on Tuesday, Octo-
ber 19, at the Brazoria County Fair 
Grounds in the auditorium. 

It is a day full of fun and is for 
ages 55+. Get there at 8 a.m. for 
registration, doughnuts and time to 
mingle. 

From 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., 
there will be fair exhibits, vendor 
booths to check out, and lunch will 
be served. 

Make sure to wear comfortable 
shoes, since you might be walking 
around quite a bit. This event is free 
for all seniors, so join in on the fun! 

The Fair parade in downtown 
Angleton kicks off the festivities on 
Saturday, Oct. 16, from 10 a.m. to 
noon. You can see the parade travel 
down 288-B from Kroger and head 
downtown and then turn left onto 
Hwy. 35. Get there early to set up a 
chair and get a good spot. Please 
be aware part of 288-B and Hwy. 
35 will be closed shortly before the 
parade begins until after it ends. 

For more information about fair 
fun, go to www.BCFA.org, call the 
office at (979) 849-6416 or see the 
special pull-out fair guide section in 
this issue of The Bulletin. 

Senior Day at
County Fair 

Eight
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Senior FocusAlzheimer’s drug - Is it safe?
Judith Graham
Kaiser Health News (TNS)    

The approval of a controversial 
new drug for Alzheimer’s disease, 
Aduhelm, is shining a spotlight 
on mild cognitive impairment - 
problems with memory, attention, 
language or other cognitive tasks 
that exceed changes expected with 
normal aging.

After initially indicating that 
Aduhelm could be prescribed to 
anyone with dementia, the Food 
and Drug Administration now 
specifies that the prescription drug 
be given to individuals with mild 
cognitive impairment or early-stage 
Alzheimer’s, the groups in which the 
medication was studied.

Yet this narrower recommenda-
tion raises questions. What does a 
diagnosis of mild cognitive impair-
ment mean? Is Aduhelm appropriate 

for all people with mild cognitive 
impairment, or only some? And who 
should decide which patients qualify 
for treatment: dementia specialists 
or primary care physicians?

Controversy surrounds Aduhelm 
because its effectiveness hasn’t 
been proved, its cost is high (an 
estimated $56,000 a year, not 
including expenses for imaging and 
monthly infusions), and its potential 
side effects are significant (41% of 
patients in the drug’s clinical trials 
experienced brain swelling and 
bleeding).

Furthermore, an FDA advisory 
committee strongly recommended 
against Aduhelm’s approval, and 
Congress is investigating the pro-
cess leading to the FDA’s decision. 
Medicare is studying whether it 
should cover the medication, and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs 

has declined to do so under most 
circumstances.

Clinical trials for Aduhelm 
excluded people over age 85; those 
taking blood thinners; those who 
had experienced a stroke; and 
those with cardiovascular disease 
or impaired kidney or liver func-
tion, among other conditions. If 
those criteria were broadly applied, 
85% of people with mild cognitive 
impairment would not qualify to take 
the medication, according to a new 
research letter in the Journal of the 
American Medical Association.

Given these considerations, 
carefully selecting patients with mild 
cognitive impairment who might 
respond to Aduhelm is “becoming a 
priority,” said Dr. Kenneth Langa, a 
professor of medicine, health man-
agement and policy at the University 
of Michigan.

Dr. Ronald Petersen, who directs 
the Mayo Clinic’s Alzheimer’s Dis-
ease Research Center, said, “One 
of the biggest issues we’re dealing 
with since Aduhelm’s approval is, 
‘Are appropriate patients going to be 
given this drug?’”

Because this medication targets 
amyloid, a sticky protein that is a 
hallmark of Alzheimer’s, confir-
mation of amyloid accumulation 
through a PET scan or spinal tap 
should be a prerequisite. But the 
presence of amyloid isn’t determi-
native: One-third of older adults 
with normal cognition have been 
found to have amyloid deposits in 
their brains.

Because of these complexities, 
“I think, for the early roll-out of a 
complex drug like this, treatment 
should be overseen by specialists, 
at least initially,” said Petersen of 
the Mayo Clinic. 

Arvanitakis of Rush Univer-
sity agreed. “If someone is really 
and truly interested in trying this 
medication, at this point I would 
recommend it be done under the 
care of a psychiatrist or neurologist 
or someone who really specializes 
in cognition,” she said.

According to the National Insti-
tute on Aging (NIA)Trusted Source, 
the more education you have, the 
lower your risk of getting AD. 

You have lower odds of getting 
AD if you keep your brain active in 
old age by doing activities such as: 
taking classes, learning languages, 
playing musical instruments, doing 
group activities and interaction. 

MEMORY CARE
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu sub-
ject to change. Meals-on-wheels available 
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call before 8 a.m. Take-
out orders also available, call by 10:30 
a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. Transportation 
to the center available - call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 13: Chicken & 
Dumplings, mixed vegetables, fried okra, 
corn, pea salad, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, Oct. 14: BBQ chicken, 
rice broccoli casserole, beets, zucchini 

& tomatoes, potato salad, sliced bread, 
dessert.

Friday, Oct. 15: Meatballs & gravy, rice, 
mustard greens, lima beans, peaches & 
cottage cheese, biscuits, dessert.

Monday, Oct. 18: Fish sticks, tater 
tots, beets, cauliflower, slaw, cornbread, 
dessert.

Tuesday, Oct. 19: Chicken-fried 
steak, gravy, cheese potatoes, cooked 
cabbage, pears, cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.
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on winning but you must remember 
to remain fair and considerate. Lis-
tening to a word from someone wise 
can make your wallet fatter. Avoid 
forming new romantic and business 
alliances at this time.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Quick thinking and an eye for detail 
can give you the advantage in 
your occupation. You might not get 
what you want but you should get 
what you need. Any peacemaking 
attempts may create awkwardness.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Even 
when you are left in the dark, you 
know how to find the light switch. 
In the week ahead, you might be 
forced to blindly feel your way 
through. Handle minor misunder-
standings with care so they do not 
turn into problems.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Use common sense and logic to 
keep your spirits up if you experi-
ence insecurities. This isn’t a good 
week to go against the crowd, chal-
lenge public opinion or gamble with 
your stockpile of resources.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): It 
takes two to start an argument. 
Play some outdoor sports or games 
where competitiveness can be 
expressed without being abrasive. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Some people may admire your 
engaging and independent spirit. 
More serious souls who are being 
tested by personal challenges might 
resist changes. Avoid breaking any 
of the rules as the week unfolds.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): You 
deserve some euphoric moments. A 
mental breakthrough may illuminate 
a clear path ahead. You may sud-
denly understand the mechanisms 
behind something essential to your 
well-being.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Take pride in what you possess but 
don’t allow it to get in the way of 
accepting responsibility for what you 
have. Once committed to a course 
of action it may be difficult to escape 
from obligations in the week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In the 
upcoming week, you might be intent 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): What you say could be more 
important than what you do. If 
someone close seems doubtful, be 
reassuring and say calming things. 
In the week ahead, casual flirtations 
shouldn’t be taken seriously.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Don’t turn away from compliments. 
It’s not bragging if it’s true. Errors 
and breakdowns that come to your 
attention now indicate that the week 
ahead might be a time to consider a 
new way of handling your affairs.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Those who know you well will likely 
trust your judgment, but others may 
be cautious or skeptical. This week 
consider a revision of your spending 
habits. Discuss your options with 
trustworthy advisers.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): If 
you anticipate financial problems, 
you might still be surprised when 
something unexpected occurs. 
You might be too carefree and lose 
traction unless you come up with 
alternative solutions.

Bulletin horoscope

October 12
1492 - Christopher Columbus, 

an Italian explorer, sighted Wat-
ling Island in the Bahamas. He 
believed that he had found Asia 
while attempting to find a Western 
ocean route to India. The same day 
he claimed the land for Isabella and 
Ferdinand of Spain.

1792 - The first monument hon-
oring Christopher Columbus was 
dedicated in Baltimore, MD.

1892 - In celebration of the 
400th anniversary of the Colum-
bus landing, the original version of 
the Pledge of Allegiance was first 
recited in public schools.

October 13
1854 - The state of Texas ratified 

a state constitution.
1957 - Bing Crosby and Frank 

Sinatra introduced the Ford Edsel 
on an hour-long special.

1992 - A commercial flight record 
was set by an Air France supersonic 
jetliner for circling the Earth in 33 
hours and one minute.

October 14
1888 - In England, Louis Le 

Prince filmed the experimental film 
“Roundhay Garden Scene.” It is the 

oldest surviving motion picture.
1922 - Lieutenant Lester James 

Maitland set a new airplane speed 
record when he reached a speed of 
216.1 miles-per-hour.

1968 - The first live telecast to 
come from a manned U.S. space-
craft was transmitted from Apollo 7.

October 15
1860 - Grace Bedell, 11 years old, 

wrote a letter to presidential can-
didate Abraham Lincoln. The letter 
stated that Lincoln would look better 
if he would grow a beard.

1892 - The U.S. government 
announced that the land in western 
Montana was open to settlers. The 
1.8 million acres were bought from 
the Crow Indians for 50 cents per 
acre.

1984 - The Freedom of Informa-
tion Act was passed.

October 16
1793 - During the French Revo-

lution, Queen Marie Antoinette was 
beheaded after being convicted of 
treason.

1869 - A hotel in Boston became 
the first in the U.S. to install indoor 
plumbing.

1955 - Mrs. Jules Lederer 

replaced Ruth Crowley in newspa-
pers using the name Ann Landers.

October 17
1777 - American troops defeated 

British forces in Saratoga, NY. It was 
the turning point in the American 
Revolutionary War.

1931 - Al Capone was convicted 
on income tax evasion and was 
sentenced to 11 years in prison. He 
was released in 1939.

1933 - Dr. Albert Einstein moved 
to Princeton, NJ, after leaving 
Germany.

1987 - U.S. First Lady Nancy 
Reagan underwent a modified rad-
ical mastectomy at Bethesda Naval 
Hospital in Maryland.

October 18
1767 - The Mason-Dixon line was 

agreed upon. It was the boundary 
between Maryland and Pennsylva-
nia.

1867 - The U.S. took formal pos-
session of Alaska from Russia. The 
land was purchased of a total of $7 
million dollars (2 cents per acre).

1898 - The American flag was 
raised in Puerto Rico only one year 
after the Caribbean nation won its 
independence from Spain.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
Jumbles: CANAL  GOOEY  STRONG  SWITCH
Answers: When asked what inspired him to write a lengthy book, J.R.R. Tolkein said -- IT’S A LONG STORY
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 MS-__
4 He’s Santa in “Elf”
9 Fish-and-chips fish
12 Andean stew tubers
14 Geoffrey of fashion
15 “You have a point”
16 Hanukkah moolah
17 Cut with sharp teeth
18 Greasy spoon sign
19 Board game endings

21 Dudes
22 Sonora flora
23 Jungian inner self
24 Anti-apartheid org.
25 Actor Werner of “Fahrenheit 451”
26 Element #50
27 More squalid
30 Scrape (out)
31 Crackerjack
32 Restricted road area
33 High-__ image

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 34 Red variety of this puzzle’s 
circles

36 Larry __, former Phillies All-Star 
shortstop who was 2001 N.L. 
Manager of the Year

39 Meat-eating aids
40 River to the Baltic
44 “Invisible Cities” author Calvino
46 Copper orgs.?
47 Happy, but not cheerful or 

upbeat?
48 Spoonful, say
50 Was in the cards
51 Group with rackets
53 Long __
54 Slightly cracked
56 Glass-half-empty sort
58 Computer giant
61 “Amen!”
62 Memorable mission
63 Director Kazan
64 “I’m up for it!”
65 Sashimi selection
66 Initial request for an answer?

Down
1 Church doctrines
2 Airline on “Lost”
3 With 9-Down, crispy go-with for 

this puzzle’s circles
4 Washboard __
5 Sailor’s skill
6 White variety of this puzzle’s circles
7 Doesn’t mumble
8 Press in a gym, say
9 See 3-Down
10 Scene not meant to be seen
11 Wish list items, e.g.
13 Stern’s opposite
15 They’re often in hot water
20 Bossa nova ancestor
22 Chick of jazz
28 Family member
29 Tolkien’s Quickbeam et al.
34 Adaptable ducks
35 “I get it now”
36 Two diamonds, possibly
37 Ioway relative
38 Store whose first three letters 

come from its founder’s name
41 Ones “in distress”
42 Before, before
43 “Mayberry __”: ‘60s sitcom
45 Body blow reaction
47 Simpson outburst
49 12-point type
50 El Pollo __: chain in the U.S. and 

Mexico
52 “The Clan of the Cave Bear” 

heroine
53 Hendrix at Woodstock
54 Leatherwork tool
55 Film noir coffee
57 “I’ll pass”
59 Tyler who played Arwen in the 

“Lord of the Rings” films
60 Catcher behind the plate?
(C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

EMU  OWL  LARK  DOVE  DUCK  CROW  SWAN  TERN  GOOSE
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God’s values are different from ours
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: I am studying human behav-
ior and have to write about the 
things that influence people the 
most. My classmates do not agree 
on the most significant things that 
shape people’s lives. Doesn’t it 
seem that culture is the dominant 
influence? There is so much 
destruction within culture, how can 
we escape the bad and find the 
good? -- L.I.

A: Many things confront us in 
life that shape our thinking and 
our desires. When someone has 
been going to church and doing 
things that please God and sud-
denly their lifestyle changes, there 
is reason for concern. 

We all should be on the 
alert, because for many people 
it doesn’t take much to divert 
attention from the more important 
things in life.

There are so many messages 
that rain down on us every day: 
television ads, emails and social 
media, phone calls, magazines, 
junk mail, videos, billboards, 
conversations - the list is almost 
endless. How many of them 
subtly convince us that the road 
is paved with possessions, or 
beauty, or money, or fame, or any 
of a hundred other things? How 

many of them persuade us that 
the most important thing in life is 
financial success or the esteem 
from others? It is hard to resist 
the cumulative impact of so many 
messages.

What this world calls valuable, 
God calls worthless. What this 
world scorns, God exalts. Pray for 
those who have drifted from God 
and gone the way of the world. 
We must be consistent in life as a 
testimony to the Lord. God says 
our thinking must be shaped by 
His truth, and His truth is the Word 
of God.

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

First American woman in space had doctorate in physics
In six subse-

quent years, Ride 
had a myriad of 
NASA jobs; then, 
on June 18,1983, 

she went on the of adventure of her 
life as a member of the Challenger 
crew - and became the first Ameri-
can woman to travel in space.

She was 32. 
Ride died in 2012 at the age of 

61, 17 months after being diag-
nosed with pancreatic cancer.

For more information about 
Ride and her legacy, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends 
“Women in Space: 23 Stories of 
First Flights, Scientific Missions, and 
Gravity-Breaking Adventures,” by 
Karen Bush Gibson.

Fair parade followed by parade of life
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Not so long ago, farming and 
family life was the norm in Brazoria 
County. October was always County 
Fair month, and  the hard work of 
early morning feeding and grooming 
of the show animals, or handicrafts 
and treasures from the kitchen were 
displayed.  

One of the most exciting parts 
has always been the opening day 
and the parade. Finding the right 
spot along the 
parade’s route was 
crucial. The site 
was staked out and claimed hours 
before the start time.

Floats were elaborately deco-
rated, and anyone who was (or 
wanted to be) somebody in the 
county waved to the crowds from 
polished automobiles, preferably 
convertibles. Now, if it happened 
to be a red and white 1957 Chevy, 
extra points were warranted!  

Everyone along the route anx-
iously waited for their city’s school 
band, me included. I would cau-
tiously step into the road as each 
band approached to see if it was 
my long-awaited one. Finally, in the 
distance, I recognized our school 
colors.  

A chorus would begin to swell, 
“they’re coming, they’re coming!”  
As the band approached, the drums 
began their rhythmic beat, and my 
heart seemed to join in unison.  

Suddenly, the horns exploded with 
exuberant sounds, and my breath 
quickened and seemed to explode 
as the air was filled with the pulsat-
ing melody.  

Such was the life at the annual 
County Fair parade - pretty much 
the way it has remained over the 
years.

But there is another parade going 
on, the parade of life looking for the 
One who is bringing healing in His 
wings.  

He is the real 
official and nota-
ble One. When I 
finally saw Him, I 

shouted and waved with abandon to 
get His attention. Slowly, He turned 
His face in my direction. 

My heart was beating wildly. He 
searched the crowd for my face.  
He knows me!  He knows me!  He 
smiled at me, and my heart leaped 
in my chest.  I shouted, “I know Him.  
I know Him!” 

He came to put me back together 
again and to teach me the simple 
truth of life: “because something 
is easy doesn’t mean it’s the will 
of God. Neither does the fact that 
something is hard…isn’t.” He is my 
trophy to show in the County Fair of 
my life. He is my Blue Ribbon.  

This is a favored recipe of mine. 
It’s simple to make but looks impres-
sive and tastes wonderful. I entered 
it in the Brazoria County Fair in the 
1980s. Imperial Sugar was sponsor-

ing the pie section, and alas, mine 
was savory and sugar-free. It didn’t 
win a Blue Ribbon.  

French Potato Pie
Pastry
2 ¼  Cup Flour
1 Teaspoon Salt
2 Sticks Butter
4 Tablespoons Cold Water
Cut the butter into the flour until 

pea size. Gradually add the water.  
Shape into a ball, cover and refrig-
erate for at least 30 minutes.

Filling
¼ Cup Fresh Parsley, chopped
¼ Cup Onions, finely chopped
6 Medium Russet Potatoes
2 Tablespoons Butter
1 Cup Heavy Cream
Fill a large bowl with cold water 

and drop each potato in as they are 
peeled. 

Egg Wash
1 Large Egg
1 Tablespoon Water
Combine and whisk to mix well.

Preheat the oven to 350 F.
Assemble: Divide the pastry 

dough in half. Roll one half into the 
bottom crust and place in a large 
pie pan. Roll the other crust and set 
aside for the top. Drain the potatoes 
and dry with paper towels. Thinly 
slice the potatoes and mix with the 
onion and parsley. Sprinkle lightly 
with salt.  

Pour the potato mixture into the 
pastry lined pie pan. Dot with the 
2 tablespoons of butter. Place the 
remaining crust on top, crimp and 
flute the edges. With a glass or 
biscuit cutter, make an impression in 

the center of the top crust. Cut four 
slashes from the center to the edge.  
Brush the top with the egg wash.   

Bake for 1 hour. If the crust 
begins to brown early, cover with 
foil. Turn the oven off and remove 
the pie. Carefully cut out the circle 
indention in the center. Very slowly, 
pour the heavy cream through the 
opening. Replace the cutout circle 
and return the pie to the oven for 15 
minutes. 

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, P.O. Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Chasing the Creator

NASA was con-
ceived in 1958, 
but America’s 
astronaut corps 
did not accept 
women until 20 years later. In 1978, 
six out of 3,000 distaff applicants 
were finally chosen. 

Dr. Sally K. Ride was one of 
them. To NASA, she had a positively 
perfect profile: a bachelors; a mas-
ters; and a doctorate - in physics - 
from Stanford University. 

Ride had been pursuing a career 
as a professional tennis player, 
according to History.com, when she 
“answered a 1977 newspaper ad 
from NASA calling for young tech-
savvy scientists who could work as 
mission specialists.” Dr. Sally K. Ride

The season is almost here for 
some hot mulled cider - a cider 
that is simmered on a stove at a 
low heat with spices and possibly 
brown sugar as well. 

Cinnamon sticks and full cloves 
are the main spices usually added 
to the cider. 

Other spices sometimes used 
include nutmeg, mace, cardamom 
pods, allspice berries and star 
anise.

Hot mulled cider time
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Gretchen McKay
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette

Fall ushers in a different kind 
of cooking for many home cooks. 
When the weather gets cooler, 
we’re happy to trade cooking 
outside on the grill for baking, 
roasting or sauteing dinner on the 
stovetop.
CIDER-BRAISED CHICKEN 
WITH APPLES AND BRUS-

SELS SPROUTS
5 slices bacon, chopped
8 bone-in, skin-on chicken 

thighs (about 3 1/2 pounds total)
2 medium tart red apples, cored 

and cut into wedges
1 12-ounce bottle hard cider
1 tablespoon chopped fresh 

thyme or fennel seed
2 tablespoons whole grain 

mustard
1 teaspoon kosher salt
12 ounces fresh Brussels 

sprouts, trimmed and halved if 
large (2 cups)

Cooked couscous, rice or noo-
dles, for serving

In a very large skillet, cook 
bacon over medium heat until 
crisp. Remove from pan to paper 
towel-lined plate, reserving drip-
pings in skillet.

Add chicken to pan with 

Cooking some Cider-braised chicken
drippings, skin side down, and 
cook 10 minutes or until browned, 
turning once; remove from skillet. 
Add apples to the skillet and cook 
4 minutes or until browned on both 
sides; remove from skillet. Drain 
and discard drippings from skillet.

Add cider, thyme, mustard, and 
salt to skillet, scraping up any 
browned bits. 

Bring to boiling; reduce heat. 
Return chicken to skillet. Cover and 
simmer 10 minutes. Add Brussels 
sprouts. Cover and cook 5 minutes. 
Add apples and cook, uncovered, 
3-5 minutes more or until chicken is 
done (at least 165 degrees).


