
was to create awareness of the 
river’s plight. 

Since the governor of the state 
at the time did not even know there 
was a San Bernard River in Texas, 

my work was cut out for me. Roy, 
my husband, and I did a lot of 
research. He made speeches about 
the river while I wrote. My goal was 
to get the San Bernard’s plight in the 
Smithsonian magazine.

Then, an ad appeared in the spe-
cial Innovators Edition of the Octo-
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Get a memory 
screening at 

county libraries
SEE PAGE 16

Moonlight 
Madness strikes 
West Columbia
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WEST COLUMBIA 
HOLDS CITY-WIDE  
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facebook.com/
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(See ERNIE on  Page  16)

(See PHYSICAL on  Page 5)

Someone paid for 
my groceries, then 
this happened

Memories are made of this

My economy class 
version of the 
executive physical

Honoring our Veterans: Special section inside

Photo taken by John Toth in 2019 at the last Veterans Day Parade in Brazoria before the pandemic.

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Get an executive annual checkup, 
says the radio ad, in a full business 
suite and with complimentary break-
fast. Most test results are available 
on the same day, and you get at 
least an hour with the doctor.

That’s not how I get my annual 
physicals, but I do something similar 
- the economy class version.

I carry my own business suite 
with me - it’s called a smartphone. I 
can do just about anything on it that 
I can do on a computer, although 
after a while I wish I could attach a 
regular keyboard. But, it will do.

I sit in the waiting area, waiting 
to be called into an examination 
room, where I wait some more. I 
get on my phone and start going 
through emails, killing out the ones 
I don’t need. When I’m all done with 
work and am still waiting, I get on 
Facebook and Twitter to catch up on 
the latest.

Then the doctor knocks and 
enters. I shut down the screen, and 
we start the physical. 

What about the complimentary 
breakfast? I’m having blood drawn 
after the examination, so I could not 
eat anything, anyway. I drove up 
here hungry and am getting hungrier 
by the minute. But this is part of the 
process. I’m used to it.

Maybe in the business suite 
they draw blood first and then let 
the patient pig out on a catered 
breakfast. The ad does not say who 
is catering it. I could go for some 
mammoth tacos by now. I can imag-
ine myself as I inhale one or two, I 
am so hungry.

Ramblings

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The young woman and her son 
entered the market just ahead of 
me in my wheelchair. 

We then passed each other 
several times going up and down 
the aisles.  

She ended up in front of me at 
checkout. We never spoke. 

After paying for her groceries, the 
woman and her son lingered before 
leaving.

As I pulled out my debit card to 
pay, the cashier muttered some-
thing.

I wasn’t wearing my hearing 
aids, so I had trouble understand-
ing. I thought she was telling me 
the bagger would help carry my 
groceries.

It took me a few moments to 
realize what she was really saying:  
The woman ahead of me had paid 
for my groceries. 

By the time I figured that out, 
however, my benefactor was gone.  
I hadn’t thanked her.

I also hadn’t had a chance to tell 

The View from My Seat

We turned 250 words, community effort into picnic tables
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Recently, Friends of the River 
San Bernard held their annual 
fundraiser, which made me think 
about how they got their picnic 
tables.

 Most people don’t know how 
those five tables came into being, 
but I do - and the river does.

I’d like to share the story of how 
those community tables came 
about. F.O.R. was in its infancy 
with the major goal of opening the 
mouth of the river. I did the public 
relations for the group. My  goal 

ber (2007) Smithsonian magazine. 
It was about a contest with a cash 
award for a community catalyst that 
created an initiative that fundamen-
tally changed lives. Well, opening 
the mouth of the river qualified. 

To enter, I had to write a 250-
word essay telling the story. What 
was the chance that the initiative 
on our little river would stand out 
among all the others submitted from 
all over the nation? 

Probably not much, I thought, 
but maybe, just maybe before the 
editors chunked the application in 

When teachers assign school projects, they also test parents
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

One ordeal that all parents are 
destined to endure at some point 
is the dreaded school project – 
specifically designed by educators 
to exact revenge upon parents who 
actually believe that their child is “a 
joy to teach.”

When our daughters first started 
school, I made an arrangement 

with my wife that I would assist 
with all of the projects if she would 
handle anything related to the evils 
of mathematics. After helping with 
enough school projects to qualify 
for a concealed glue gun license, 
I’ve found that what should be an 
opportunity for some father-daugh-
ter bonding usually ends up with 
someone getting their feelings hurt 
and crying – and it’s not always me.

Another challenge I face is trying 
to determine how much “help” to 
offer on a school project versus 
how much to risk having one of my 
daughters injure herself or, more 
importantly, the well plaster.

One of the first school projects I 
remember our girls being assigned 
was the infamous leaf collection, 
which often involved committing 
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

November 3: 1890 - The 
temperature at Los Angeles, CA., 
reached 96 degrees, a November 
record for 76 years.

November 4: 1890 - The 
temperature at Los Angeles, CA., 
reached 96 degrees, a November 
record for 76 years.

November 5: 1894 - The 
famous Election Day snowstorm 
occurred in Connecticut. As much 
as a foot of wet snow fell, and the 
snow and high winds caused great 
damage to wires and trees. Winds 
gusted to 60 m.ph. at Block Island, 
R.I.

November 6: 1951 - Snow fell 
from the Texas panhandle to the 
Lower Great Lakes, leaving record 
totals of 12.5 inches at Saint Louis, 
MO., and 14.1 inches at Springfield, 
MO. Other heavier snowfall totals 
included 20 inches at Nevada, 
MO., 13.5 inches at Sedan, KS., 
13 inches at Decature, IL., and 10 
inches at Alva, OK.

November 7: 1951 - At 7 a.m., 
a blinding flash, a huge ball of fire, 
and a terrific roar occurred over 
parts of Texas, Oklahoma and 
Kansas, caused by a disintegrat-
ing meteor. Windows were broken 
in and near Hinton, OK. by the 
concussion.

November 8: 1953 - Residents 
of New York City suffered through 
10 days of smog, resulting in 200 
deaths.

November 9: 1926 - A tornado 
in Charles County of southern 
Maryland killed 17 persons.

NOVEMBER 3 NOVEMBER 4 NOVEMBER 5 NOVEMBER 6 NOVEMBER 7 NOVEMBER 8 NOVEMBER 9



System) and QOMAC (Quarter Orbit 
Magnetic Attitude Control). Unques-
tionably!

What a bargain at $99.99
Q. Using “end-9 pricing,” pro-

ducers and product pricers try to 
yank the strings of us poor harried 
consumers?  Do they succeed?

A. You can bet the stratagem 
works, also called “odd-pricing” or 
“pricing in the nines.” You’ve seen 
it millions of times, a gambit that’s 
at least a century old, of unknown 
origin, and done now round the 
world. Why it works so well is a 
matter of psychology and spec-
ulation, says University of Notre 
Dame marketing professor William 
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

I see and hear what I want
Q. A psychology student twists 

Shakespeare’s “All the world’s a 
stage” into “All the world’s a Ror-
schach.” She says she’s serious. Is 
she on to something?

A. People surely perceive what 
they want to, whether they’re 
reading patterns in inkblots, seeing 
“the man in the moon,” or hearing 
messages in shower spray hitting 
against the curtain, says Leonard 
George, Ph.D., in “Alternative 
Realities.” Some years ago, a New 
Mexico woman scorched a tortilla 
and read in the charred pattern an 
image of Christ’s head amid thorns, 
with thousands of believers making 
pilgrimage to see it with their own 
eyes. Film producer Frederick 
Jurgenson once said he heard faint 
mumbles in his recordings of bird 
songs and believed these were 
voices of departed spirits.

Then there’s “backmasking”:  
Following the suicide of a fan of the 
rock group Judas Priest, the rumor 
spread that the phrase “Do it!” was 
recorded backward in their music, 
says John Dworetzky in “Psychol-
ogy.”  The band was brought to trial.  
The judge could clearly hear “Do it!”, 
but sound technicians demonstrated 
that the phrase was really just word 
parts combined with the sound of 
one of the guitars.

“I’ve had similar experiences,” 
says Dworetzky, who recalls 
frequenting an Armenian restau-
rant with friends, and though 
none of them knew the language, 
soon recognizable phrases began 
cropping up in the songs - English 
phrases!

In one song, the silly phrase 
“Scotch tape on a boa” kept coming 
up. New friends joining them 
thought this was crazy, until they 
too were cued in to listen for it at 
just the right moment. Then they 
couldn’t STOP hearing it.

Rorschach with a vengeance.
“Q” without “U”

Q. Quash, queue, quietude, 
quadrilateral, queenly, quonset, 
unique, mosque, etc. Does the letter 
“q” ever appear without being paired 
with a “u”?

A. Ever fly Qantas airline, 
beginning with the /kw/ sound?  The 
name stands for “Queensland and 
Northern Territory Aerial Service,” 
says David Crystal in “The Cam-
bridge Encyclopedia of the English 
Language.”  And all the rest of the 
q-without-u words are acronyms 
as well, including QALY (Quality 
Adjusted Life Year), QAMIS (Quality 
Assurance Monitoring Information 

DID YOU KNOW?

Eight

THANK YOU
The Bulletin is in its 28th year of publishing. We have some great 
advertising deals celebrating this occasion. Call (979) 849-5407 for 
details. Always shop locally when possible. Please let our advertisers 
know that you saw their ad in The Bulletin.

L. Wilkie in “Consumer Behavior.”  
The speculations are themselves 
fascinating: 

#1. Charge $2.49.9 for a gallon 
of gas instead of $2.50 and the gas 
looks cheaper because the eye is 
drawn first to the lower digits on the 
left, so the wearied brain reads the 
price as being “in the $2.40s.”  

#2. The circles in all those nines 
attract attention. 

#3. Odd-prices like $1.99 in 

stores force the clerk to make 
change, and people like receiving 
change.

#4. End-9 prices become so 
associated with discounts that they 
automatically connote savings.

Obviously, all four of these can 
operate simultaneously. So pow-
erful is the effect that studies show 
products like cookies will sell faster 
at $.99 than the same items at $.98, 
$.97 or even $.96!

1981 CJ7 JEEP FOR SALE
4-wheel drive; manual 
4-speed transmission; 5 
new tires; low mileage; 
hard top; 258 six cylinder 
2BBL; custom made 
front & rear bumpers; 
original service manual. 
Call Gordon for details at 
(979) 922-1720.

• You’re more likely to die around 
11 a.m. than at any other time 
during the day.

• David Letterman created a 
scholarship for the average “C 
student,” as he identifies as one. He 
acknowledges that it’s not just about 
grades.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

HONEY, I’M STARTING TO 
THINK YOU DON’T LOVE ME 
ANY MORE: A woman ran over 
her husband during a late-night 
argument outside their home in 
Tulsa, Okla. Police said that the 
couple has “a history of domestic 
violence,” with the wife “typically 
being the aggressor.” She has pre-
viously threatened her husband’s 
life. 

LOOKS LIKE EVERYONE 
DOES HAVE A DOUBLE: A 
59-year-old Englishman, who went 
to the Netherlands to watch the 
Dutch Grand Prix, was arrested at 
gunpoint in The Hague, because he 
looks exactly like a Sicilian crime 
lord who is wanted for 50 murders. 
The auto racing fan was eating at a 
restaurant with his son when police 
burst in and hauled him away. They 
released him a few hours later. 

HMMM, I WONDER WHY 
IT’S SO DEAD TONIGHT: A 
53-year-old man managed to get 
himself into a bar in Sioux Falls, 
S.D., after it closed, and police 
found him walking around the 
establishment drinking a beer 
at 5:30 in the morning. He was 

booked into the Minnehaha County 
Jail. 

THIS COULD HURT HER 
JOB PROSPECTS: A wife 
barged into her sister’s job inter-
view and attacked her after finding 
out she slept with her husband. 
Film of the enraged, screaming 
wife’s attack was seen on Twitter. 

OH, I’M REALLY SORRY, 
OFFICER: A young man driving 
on a learner’s permit in Kent, 
England, made an obscene gesture 
at another driver who turned out to 
be a police officer in an unmarked 
vehicle. The cop had the car 
seized, and the kid had to walk 
home. 

YOU’D BETTER WAIT FOR 
ME, OR I’LL TELL!: Three 
women shoplifted armloads of 
clothing from a sporting goods 
store in Edwardsville, Ill., then ran 
to their getaway car in the parking 
lot as officers chased them. 

Two of them made it into the 
vehicle, and the driver sped away, 
leaving the third lady behind. After 
trying to catch up with the car, she 
dropped the clothes she was carry-
ing and surrendered to the officers. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

HEY, IT WAS CONVENIENT: 
A man broke into a restaurant in 
Orland Park, Ill., next door to where 
he worked, and removed two cash 

registers containing about $2,500. 
Video evidence showed that the 
burglar was a guy who worked at 
the Burger King next door. 

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/
low sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m. Take-out orders also available, 
call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. 
Transportation to the center available - 
call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 3: Smothered 
meatballs, rice, corn, spiced apples, jello 
salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Thursday, Nov. 4: Sausage & 

onions, squash casserole, cauliflower, 
mixed vegetables, slaw, cornbread, 
dessert.

Friday, Nov. 5: Salisbury steak, 
carrots, broccoli, pears & cottage cheese, 
sliced bread, dessert.

Monday, Nov. 8: Beef stroganoff, 
mixed vegetables, spiced apples, pears & 
cottage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Nov. 9: Chicken pot pie, 
peas, cheese cauliflower, peaches & 
cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

$99
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PHYSICAL (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

      Legal Notice
In accordance with Texas 

Health and Safety Code 772, 
Sub-Chapter H, Section 772.219, 
governing the Gulf Coast 
Regional 9-1-1 Emergency Com-
munications District, the District 
will hold a Public Hearing as to 
whether or not the District and 
the 9-1-1 emergency service fee 
should be continued, November 
16, 2021, immediately following 
the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council Board of Directors meet-
ing that begins at 10 a.m., 3555 
Timmons Lane, Suite 120, 2nd 
Floor, Conference Room B, Hous-
ton, Texas 77027 or watch online 
at h-gac.com/calendar.

NEW HOURS AS OF OCT. 25 - CLOSED MONDAYS
Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

But the doctor, to whom I have 
been going for six years, starts the 
exam by staring at my record on the 
computer monitor. “Hey, don’t you 
remember me? I just saw you last 
year.” We had a nice chat, and you 
told me that I was in great shape 
except for my cholesterol.”

I don’t say that, but I’m thinking 
it. I actually stay quiet and let him 
read. I can’t see the screen, so he 
may be catching up on his email. I 
don’t know. 

Then he stops and asks me all 
these health questions. I answer 
them. What type of vitamins am I 
taking? I actually remember them 
this time. I list them all off. “I may 
have missed one or two,” I con-
clude. “I have it all on a spreadsheet 
at home.”

That gets a chuckle out of him, 
but he goes back to the monitor.

“What kind of breakfast do they 
serve in the business suite?” I ask 
him to break the silence in the 
room.

“I don’t know. I’ve never been 
there,” he answers.

“I heard that ad on the radio and 
was curious,” I add as I continue 
the conversation.

“That’s where I heard it,” he 
answers.

We start talking while he goes 
through the usual examination stuff, 

including the ones that I dread, but 
are necessary to prove that I don’t 
have a hernia or a bleeding colon.

“You’re coming up for another 
colonoscopy next year,” he says.

“Thanks for reminding me. You’ve 
made my day,” I reply with a lot 
of sarcasm in my voice. Another 
chuckle.

He pushed me into getting one 
six years ago, which probably 
saved my life, or at least saved me 
from endless chemo treatments that 

would have totally altered my life. 
They snipped five polyps out of me, 
three of which were getting ready to 
grow cancerous.

I remind him of that conversation. 
I am forever thankful that he kept 
insisting that I get one. He doesn’t 
know how to take compliments 
well and returns to staring at the 
monitor. 

To him, it’s all in a day’s work. 

To me, it’s a very important event. 
So, each time I see him, he gets 
reminded and acts awkward.

How time flies. We have been 
talking and getting a physical for 
about an hour, just like in the expen-
sive executive suite.

Blood work done, and I step out-
side. Now for my catered breakfast. 
Next stop, Costco, where I devour a 
hot dog and diet Coke. Life is good.

Assistant Manager Needed: 
Experience Preferred. Apply 

In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood

DID YOU KNOW ?
• The oldest person in history, 

Jeanne Calment, smoked cigarettes 
from the age of 21 until she was 
117.

• High heels were originally made 
for men.

• On average, it takes a person 
between 90 seconds and 4 minutes 
to decide whether or not they’re 

attracted to someone.
• People who sleep on their left 

side tend to have more nightmares.
• Psychologist László Polgár 

said that children could become 
geniuses in any field if they began 
training early. He started teaching 
his daughters chess at age 3. All 
three of his daughters went on to be 
considered some of the best female 
players in the world.
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ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

COLOR
the trash, someone would see the 
river’s plight and write a story about 
it. I wrote the essay – but with little 
hope of success.

I entered on the last day of the 
contest. I was on dial-up Internet 
and waited until 8 p.m. to submit my 
essay. I tried once, and the trans-
mission timed out before comple-
tion. Then it timed out again. 

So, I waited a bit before I tried 
again. The deadline was midnight. 
Time was of the essence. I tried 
again. It appeared to go through, 
but the prompt said to wait for con-
firmation. I did not get it, so I tried 
one last time.

It looked like the essay went 
through, but again I got no confirma-
tion. It was midnight. It either went, 
or it didn’t. I tried.

Below is the essay I submitted:
The San Bernard River nick-

named the Singing River, in south-
ern Brazoria County, Texas wasn’t 
singing – its mouth was clogged 
with sand. The community living 
along this 125-mile-long river was 
dying along with the river. That’s 
where Roy and Jan Edwards came 
in. We moved to River’s End at the 
end of the San Bernard to retire. 
Knowing this river was home to 
history (some of Stephen F. Austin’s 
original 300 settled here), legends, 
generous amounts of wildlife and 
outdoor activities – we knew its 
legacy MUST be saved.

We researched why the river 
had closed and put that research 
together. We connected that 
research to an article about beaches 
in Sargent needing sand and wrote 
a letter to the Texas General Land 
office with an idea - to use the sand 
clogging the San Bernard to rebuild 
area eroding beaches.

We started a petition (which 

garnered about 1,750 signatures 
from along 2 miles of an unincorpo-
rated river community in less than 
two weeks) requesting our local 
government re-open the mouth of 
the river. During that petition drive, 
we met more of the community at 
a river clean up. Through this initial 
contact, the community rallied and 
formed the non-profit organization, 
Friends Of the River San Bernard, 
in less than 9 months with a website 
(averaging 12,343 visits per month). 
We raise awareness through 
speaking (Roy) and writing letters 
and contributions to the press (Jan). 
Now, we have Resolutions or letters 
of support to re-open the mouth of 
the river from every incorporated 
city and most political entities in 
Brazoria County and we just learned 
that the U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers is preparing to let the bids to 
open the river by June of 2008.

The phone call came from the 
Smithsonian that our application 
won the $1,000 cash award. There 
was no question what we wanted 
to do with the money, and while we 
were still on the phone, we asked 
that the check be written out to 
F.O.R. for items needed at the new 
Community Center.

After all, we never expected to 
win, and the money came from the 
river and needed to go back to the 

river – and the community.
Once the news of the award got 

to the F.O.R. President and Com-
munity Center Chair, Pat Webb, we 
worked out the budget for the picnic 
tables. With $1,000, we could pur-
chase two, maybe three park-quality 
picnic tables and benches, or the 
community could get together and 
build five tables.

Pat ordered the materials, and he 
and Roy and Ken Wright started to 
work. They bent aluminum pipe to 
the right size and cut the wood to 
size. Brazos Fasteners donated the 
bolts and nuts and screws for the 
tables, and many hands made light 
work of the tables. And, suddenly, 

there were five new picnic tables.
The Community Catalyst Award is 

still working to create more commu-
nity interaction, which continues to 
“fundamentally change lives” along 
the river.

Never doubt what our river 
community can do with just a little 
catalyst – for where there is great 
love, there will always be miracles.

The Dow Community Catalyst 
award announcement was pub-
lished in the April 2008 Smithsonian 
magazine.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

DID YOU KNOW?
• In 2008, a 13-year old boy from 

Florida was arrested for excessive 
gas passing in school.

• Warner Bros. allowed Bugs 
Bunny to appear in “Who Framed 
Roger Rabbit?” on the condition 
that he only appeared alongside 
Mickey Mouse and that the two had 
the same amount of screen time. 
This was the only time in movie 
history that they had ever appeared 
together on-screen.

CAMPER SPACE FOR RENT 
in Churchill, with cement slab. All 
bills paid. New 8’x20’ porch. (979) 
824-0225.



many successes for VOW22, an 
organization seeking to prevent 
suicides among our county’s more 
than 18,000 veterans through com-
munity awareness, camaraderie, 
social interaction and communica-

tion with veterans.
According to the 2021 Annual 

National Veteran Suicide Preven-
tion Report, 6,261 veterans com-
mitted suicide in 2019.  Although 
this was 399 fewer deaths than the 
previous year, it is still a staggering 
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Their mission: Help our veterans during crisis
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

After several deployments to hot 
combat zones, a Brazoria County 
soldier left the Army already diag-
nosed with PTSD.

Continuing to suffer anxiety 
attacks as a civilian with a family, he 
sought help.

With the help of VOW22 here in 
Brazoria County, the soldier was 
provided counseling, training and 
employment.

He also was provided a service 
dog under a new VOW22 program. 
The dog is trained to sense anxiety 
even before the veteran realizes it 
himself.  

Now doing much better, the vet-
eran helps other veterans. He knows 
what they are going through. He can 
spot warning signs.

This veteran’s story is one of 

number.
Researchers for the Military Times 

estimate that 30,177 veterans of the 
war on terror have died by suicide 
compared to 7,057 deployed in 
support of those fights. 

VOW22 got its name from a Vet-
erans Administration report in 2012 
that 22 veterans committed suicide 
each day.

The organization partners with 
counseling centers and covers the 
cost of mental health counseling for 
veterans. 

Although limited by the pandemic, 
VOW22 also hosts “Meet and 
Greets “at which veterans get to 
know other veterans in the com-
munity, a crucial step in identifying 
problems fellow veterans may be 
facing. 

VOW22 was started in 2016 
(See VOW22 on  Page 8)

Veterans Parade memories
Photos by John Toth
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VOW22 (From Page 7)

James Glover and his crew fire 
up a historical cannon at the 
2019 Veterans Day Parade and 
celebrations in Brazoria. The 
demonstration was one of the 
many activities at the event. The 
2020 celebrations were canceled 
because of the pandemic.

Thank you veterans, for your service

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION

when, in the middle of the national 
crisis in veteran suicides, co-found-
ers David and Stephanie Vincent, 
realized there was little help for 
veterans in Brazoria County.

Since its inception, VOW22 has 
supported more than 750 service 
members and veterans and paid for 
more than 800 counseling sessions 
for veterans and their families.

Chase Burgin, a VOW22 board 
member who also serves on the 
Brazoria County Petrochemical 
Council Veteran’s Committee and 
works with veterans in his position 
as director of Industrial Programs 
at Alvin Community College, says 
VOW22 is the type of program 
that is working in the battle against 
veteran suicides.

“It is not government programs 
that make a difference,” Burgin 

says. “What works is community 
support from organizations like 
VOW22, individuals and busi-
nesses.”

According to Burgin, our commu-
nity is demonstrating that kind of 
support. And it is making a differ-
ence.

“You would be surprised how 
much it improves the mental health 
of veterans when they go to events 
here, and they feel supported by 
both veterans and non-veterans 
alike,” he said.

What makes VOW22 particularly 
effective, according to Burgin, is that 
it is all- encompassing. The orga-
nization doesn’t just stop at paying 
for counseling. If needed, VOW22 
helps secure training and employ-
ment. And spouses and children 
aren’t forgotten. 

“We are sort of a one-stop shop-
ping place,” says Stephanie Vincent. 

“If a veteran comes to us with a 
problem about paying for a light 
bill, we know who to call. We don’t 
have the resources to do everything 
ourselves, but we know where to 
get help.”

Vincent says VOW22 gets, on 
average, five calls a week from 
veterans seeking support.

As a non-profit, VOW22 relies on 
fundraising.

Vincent says she was “blown 
away” by the recent success of its 
first Gala, which raised $115,000.

The organization also hosts an 
annual Veteran Suicide Awareness 
Hike through Lake Jackson. The 
hike has grown from approximately 
150 veterans and supporters in 
2016 to over 1,000 participants last 
year.

VOW22 is planning to buy dinner 
for veterans this Veterans Day. As of 
this writing, the time and place has 
not been determined. Vincent says 
those interested in attending should 
watch for details on the group’s 
Facebook page. 

Burgin says one of the keys 
to reducing suicides among our 
county’s veterans is getting them to 
realize that asking for help is not a 
sign of weakness. 

“We all need help at some point,” 

he says. 
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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Veterans Day parade winding through Freeport Nov. 11
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Brazoria County’s annual 
veterans parade and program will 
resume this year after not being 
held during 2020 due to the Covid 
pandemic, and Freeport will be 
the host city for the 2021 event on 
Thursday, Nov. 11.

The parade will start at 11 a.m. 
in deep downtown Freeport at the 
corner of West 2nd St. and West 
Park Ave./Nat Hickey Dr. 

The floats and vehicles will line 
up down West Park, turn on 4th 
Street and then line up on 4th 
Street by the old school, before 
proceeding to 2nd Street, said 
Laura Tolar, special events coordi-
nator and Freeport’s assistant city 
secretary.

Parade entries will travel down 

2nd St. and turn right at Brazosport 
High School at Highway 288-B and 
end at Hopper Field, across the 
highway from the high school.  

Any veterans, business or civic 
group as well as individuals are 
invited to participate in the parade, 
said Tolar, and while they are 
encouraged to register in advance, 
entries can join the parade as late 
as the morning of the parade.

“They can just come and get at 
the end of the line-up,” she said.

No political signs will be allowed.
If anyone knows a World War II 

veteran who would be interested in 
riding on the grand marshal float, 
they should contact the city, she 
said.

After the parade, the program 
will be presented at Hopper Field 
and should start about 1 p.m. after 

the parade ends, which should be 
by 12:30 p.m. (Please see our story 
about the program and a veterans 
breakfast for more information.)

 If interested in participating in 
the parade or riding on the grand 
marshal’s float, please go by or 
call city hall (information below) or 
email veterans@freeport.tx.us.

Also, residents and visitors 
should be aware there will be street 
closures along the 2nd Street and 
288-B area shortly before the 11 
a.m. start-up of the parade, lasting 
until shortly after the parade ends.

Tolar said residents and visitors 
can park in Freeport Municipal Park 
and along the side streets that lead 
or “butt” up to 2nd Street, such as 
Broad Street. There’s also a small 
parking lot near the boat ramp by 

where the old community house 
stood. She discouraged parking in 
the high school parking lot since 
school buses bringing students in 
will be coming in and parking there, 
and no parking will be allowed at 
Arlan’s grocery store for the event.

Freeport City Hall is located 
at 200 W. 2nd St., and its phone 
number is (979) 233-3526. Freeport 
Police Department can be reached 
at (979) 239-1211.

• 52 Years of real, practical life experience 
governed by Christian, conservative 
values

• Constitutionalist
• Raised 3 children with his wife of  29 years
• Dedicated veteran,  having served in U.S. 

Air Force during Desert Storm, 1989-1993
• Texas A&M undergraduate degree, 

Communications & Political Science
• South Texas College of Law, Doctorate, 

Jurisprudence, 2000
• 21 Years Private Practice - General, Civil 

& Criminal Litigation
• TRIAL ATTORNEY
• Successful solo practitioner since 2005 in 

Lake Jackson, Tx.

The ONLY Candidate who has practiced 
in EVERY FACET of the State District 
Court’s Daily Docket in 
multiple jurisdictions/
counties  throughout 
Texas.

EXPERIENCE .EQUITY 
EQUALITY

Political ad paid for by Doug Colvin 149th Campaign

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION
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Program honoring veterans held at Hopper Field, Freeport
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

A program honoring veterans 
will be held at Hopper Field in 
Freeport about 1 p.m. following the 
11 a.m. parade on Veterans Day, 
which is Thursday, Nov. 11.

There will be free hot dogs, 
chips and water provided for lunch.

Photographs of local veterans 
and those from throughout the 
county who served our country 
are being accepted to be part of 
a slide show that will be shown at 
the program. 

A picture can be submitted by 
veterans or family members at 
Freeport City Hall, 200 W. 2nd St., 
and it can be scanned and given 
back at the same time if preferred. 
The picture can also be emailed to 
veterans@freeport.tx.us.

 Freeport and area students will 
be participating in the program, 
including the Brazosport High 
School Choir, and ROTC students 
from Brazosport, Brazoswood and 
Angleton High Schools, said Laura 
Tolar, assistant city secretary and 
special events coordinator for the 
City of Freeport.

 A student representative, most 
likely the Senior Class President 
from Brazosport High School, 
will emcee the event, which will 
include a Salute to Veterans and a 

closing prayer by students.
There also will be bands and 

other choirs involved in the parade 
or/and program as well as the Bra-
zoria County Calvary, the Brazoria 
Militia and the Brazoria County 
Combined Honor Guard as plans 
are still being firmed up for both 
the parade and program.

A free breakfast for veterans will 
begin at 7 a.m. at the First United 
Methodist Church, located at 1600 
W. Broad St. in Freeport.

 Veterans of any age are 
encouraged to participate and 
have fellowship together before 
watching or participating in the 
parade.

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   November 2, 2021  THE BULLETIN  Page 11

COLOR
Armistice Day became Veterans Day
From U.S. Department of Defense

Veterans Day is a well-known 
American holiday, but there are also 
a few misconceptions about it — like 
how it’s spelled or whom exactly it 
celebrates. To clear some of that 
up, here are the important facts you 
should know.

A lot of people think it’s “Veteran’s 
Day” or “Veterans’ Day,” but they’re 
wrong. The holiday is not a day that 
“belongs” to one veteran or multiple 

veterans, which is what an apostro-
phe implies. It’s a day for honoring 
all veterans — so no apostrophe 
needed.

Veterans Day is NOT the Same 
as Memorial Day.

Memorial Day is a time to remem-
ber those who gave their lives for 
our country, particularly in battle 
or from wounds they suffered in 
battle. Veterans Day honors all of 
those who have served the country 

in war or peace — dead or alive 
— although it’s largely intended 
to thank living veterans for their 
sacrifices.

It was originally called Armistice 
Day, commemorating the end of 
World War I.

World War I officially ended when 
the Treaty of Versailles was signed 
on June 28, 1919. However, the 
fighting ended about seven months 
before that when the Allies and Ger-
many put into effect an armistice on 
the eleventh hour of the eleventh 

day of the eleventh month.   
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918, 

was largely considered the end 
of “the war to end all wars” and 
dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926, 
Congress officially recognized it as 
the end of the war, and in 1938, it 
became an official holiday, primarily 
a day set aside to honor veterans of 
World War I.

In 1954, after having been 
through both World War II and the 
Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Con-
gress - at the urging of the veterans 
service organizations - amended 
the Act of 1938 by striking out the 
word “Armistice” and inserting the 

word “Veterans.”
Congress signed the Uniform Hol-

iday Bill in 1968 to ensure that a few 
federal holidays — Veterans Day 
included — would be celebrated on 
a Monday.

Within a few years, it became 
pretty apparent that most U.S. 
citizens wanted to celebrate Vet-
erans Day on Nov. 11, since it was 
a matter of historic and patriotic 
significance. 

So on Sept. 20, 1975, President 
Gerald Ford signed another law 
(Public Law 94-97), which returned 
the annual observance to its original 
date starting in 1978.Important facts about our veteransImportant facts about our veterans

 A military veteran is a person 
who is no longer serving in a 
military. A military veteran that has 
served directly in combat in a war 
is further defined as a war veteran.

• 18.2 million living veterans 
served during at least one war.

• 9 percent of veterans are 
women.

• 7 million veterans served 
during the Vietnam War.

• 3 million veterans have served 
in support of the War on Terrorism.

• Of the 16 million Americans 
who served during World War II, 
about 325,000 were still alive as 
of 2020.

• 2 million veterans served 
during the Korean War.

• The top three states in 2019 
with the highest percentage of 
Veterans were Virginia, Wyoming, 
and Alaska.

• There are more than 2.5 million 
post 9/11 military veterans that 
have served our nation, which is 
less than 1% of the population. 
Eighty percent of those spent some 
time in an overseas combat zone.

• Over 2 million served in Afghan-
istan and Iraq, spending 1 out of 3 
years serving overseas.

• 60% are under the age of 34.
• 22 veterans commit suicides 

daily, with 1 occurring roughly every 
80 minutes. The number is higher 
for Special Forces.

• 30% of vets have disabilities as 

a result of their service.
• 13-20% are diagnosed with 

Post Traumatic Stress; the VA 
says about 30% of people who 
served in combat are dealing with 
PTS. 

• 22% are diagnosed with a 
Depressive Disorder.

• There are an estimated 
300,000 post-9/11 veterans who 
have psychological wounds, 
namely, post-traumatic stress dis-
order and traumatic brain injury.

• Since 2002, more than 
200,000 service members have 
suffered Traumatic Brain Injuries.

• 1/3 of those veterans who 
need mental health care actually 
sought treatment.

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION
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Warrior’s Refuge  to host Vet Fest at Fairgrounds Nov. 12-13
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The Warrior’s Refuge will be host-
ing its second annual Vet Fest on 
Nov. 12-13 at the Brazoria County 
Fairgrounds.

 More space was needed after 
the festival’s great success last 
year on the grounds of the veterans’ 
residential complex in downtown 
West Columbia.

“Over two days, more than 1,500 
people showed up, and we sold out 
of cook-off spots and vendor spots, 
so we made the decision immedi-
ately that we needed to move to 
a larger location,” said Ariel Lara, 
community development director for 
The Warrior’s Refuge.

The event will be held near the 
rodeo arena toward the back of 
the fairgrounds, located at 901 S. 
Downing in Angleton, and it will 
include live music, a barbecue 
cookoff, car show and children’s 
activities.

“Friday night will be focused on 
the barbecue cook-off, and there 
will be a concert and a Friday night 
feast,” said Lara.

There is a $15 admission charge 
at the gate ($10 in advance), and 
visitors will be able to sample cook-
ing from all the cook-off teams and 
vote for their favorite, she said.

 The headliner on Friday night will 

be J.R. Herrera.
The festival will begin at 6 p.m. 

and end at midnight. Chris Wimer 
will kick off the live music at 7:30 
p.m.

On Saturday, there will be no 
admission charge, and Vet Fest 
will begin at 9 a.m. with an opening 
ceremony. The National Anthem will 
be sung, the Pledge of Allegiance 
cited, and the Angleton High School 
ROTC will participate.

The car show will begin shortly 
afterward, and children’s activities 
will be from 9 a.m. to about 8 p.m. 
There will be bounce houses, a 
petting zoo and face painting.

Food and drinks will be avail-

able for purchase from food trucks 
starting at 10 a.m. New U.S. Army 
recruits from the area will be sworn 
in at 1 p.m., and then there will be a 
live auction at 2 p.m.

Live music will kick off about 8:30 
p.m. with Jackson Avenue, followed 
by Cole Degges at 10:30 p.m. to 
wrap up the event that will end at 
midnight.

Lara said there are still cook-
off and vendor spots available. 
Non-profits are welcome to reserve 
an informational booth at no charge.

For more information, email: 
event@thewarriorsrefuge.us or 
contact Lara at (979) 824-8949 or 
the office at (979)345-3800.

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION

2021 NATIONAL POSTER CONTEST 
WINNER: The theme for Veterans 
Day 2021 is centered on the 
centennial commemoration of the 
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, 
Located at Arlington National 
Cemetery.

Centennial tomb



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   November 2, 2021     THE BULLETIN  Page 13

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Cody Vasut 

“If you really want to thank the Americans 
who fight for our country, be the type of 

American worth fighting for.” 
  - Lt. Col. Waldo Waldman 

THANK YOU 
VETERANS 

Texas’ largest veterans job fair planned for Nov. 4
The 10th annual state-wide 

hiring event, Hiring Red, White and 
You! will take place virtually for the 
13-county Houston-Galveston area 
on Nov. 4.

Held at no cost to job candidates, 
hiring Red, White & You! serves 
to connect veterans, transitioning 
service members, and their spouses 
and families with employers who are 

seeking veterans’ and their spouse’s 
exceptional skills that transition from 
their military experience. 

Pre-registration is encouraged 
and is now open to veterans at: 
www.wrksolutions.com/hrwy.  A 
complete list of employers and the 
jobs available are also posted there.

“Each day, we at Workforce Solu-
tions help our friends and neighbors 

find jobs and build careers, and this 
time each year, we take the time to 
pay tribute to our military veterans,” 
said Michelle Castrow, Strategic 
Planning manager for Workforce 
Solutions.  “After our brave men and 
women complete their service to our 
country, we consider it an honor to 
begin our service to them helping 
to smooth their transition into the 
civilian workforce.”

The event will be open exclu-
sively for veterans, transitioning 
service members, and their spouses 
and families from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
on Thursday Nov. 4. At 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, the virtual event will be 
open to the public until 10 p.m., 
Sunday, Nov. 7.

Hiring Red, White and You! will 
feature nearly 100 local employers 
in the Houston-Galveston region, 
representing more than 8,100 open 
and available local jobs.

“With the Pandemic and resulting 
job loss, many job candidates are 
rethinking what they need to get a 
job or a better job,” Castrow added. 

“Many are turning to education and 
have created a demand for child 
educators, adult educators and 
other full- and part-time employees 
that support educational institu-
tions.”

Education-related employers 
at the job fair include Lone Star 
College with multiple positions 
from Acres Homes to Conroe, 
San Jacinto College, University 
of Houston, Sam Houston Univer-

sity, Houston Independent School 
District (ISD), Spring ISD and many 
more.

“We also see more demand for 
health care practitioners who are 
agile and willing to take on new 
challenges this pandemic has 
created,” Castrow continued. “This 
year’s job fair will feature an abun-
dance of healthcare related jobs 
ranging from expert- to entry-level 
for those considering a new career.”

The Christian Senior Citizens 
Center in West Columbia will be 
hosting a free breakfast for veterans 
and their family members on Veter-
an’s Day, Nov. 11.

The breakfast will be from 7 a.m. 
to 9 a.m. at the center, located at 
629 E. Bernard, and the center 
will be closed the rest of the day to 
honor veterans.

The First United Methodist 
Church at 1600 W. Broad in Free-
port will serve a free breakfast to 
veterans starting at 7 a.m. before 
the Veterans Parade starts down-
town along 2nd Street at 10 a.m.

 Check online to see various 
restaurants that will offer discounted 
or free meals on to veterans on 
Veteran’s Day.

Here are a few sites:
militarybenefits.info
military.com
liveabout.com
vaclaimsinsider.com
militarydiscounts.shop
rd.com
khou.com
usveteransmagazine.com
parade.com

Free breakfast for 
veterans Nov. 11

HONORING OR VETERANS: BULLETIN SPECIAL SECTION
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Jesus, God know what suffering feels like
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How do we know that Jesus 
understands our suffering? He is 
God and can overcome anything, 
right? - H.S.

A: God did not exclude himself 
from human suffering. He became 
man - the Person of Christ - and 
shared with us all there is to 
share. Philip Yancey wrote, “God 
does not, in the comfortable sur-
roundings of heaven, turn a deaf 
ear to the sounds of suffering on 
this groaning planet.”

Jesus’ life was in peril from His 
first cry. The most illustrious child 
ever born was hated by many 
while He lay in a manger, helpless 
to defend Himself. We don’t know 
much about His life as a child, 
but we do know that He lived with 
the knowledge of His destiny. His 
entire life was one of humiliation. 
He came not as a conquering 
king, but as a humble servant.

When He was an adult, the 
leaders were suspicious of this 
carpenter from Nazareth, because 
He was a threat to them. They 
scorned Him and treated Him with 
contempt. 

They said He broke God’s law, 
that He was an unholy person, 
a drunkard, and one who made 
friends with the scum of soci-
ety. He had the label of guilt by 
association stamped upon Him by 
self-righteous men.

Many people reacted violently 

to Him. At the beginning of His 
ministry, His own townsfolk at 
Nazareth tried to throw Him off a 
cliff (see Luke 4:29). Religious and 
political leaders often conspired 
to seize and kill Him. And yet He 
healed the sick, fed the hungry, 
loved the unloved, taught the igno-
rant and worked miracles among 
the multitudes. 

Ultimately, He was arrested and 
brought to trial before Pilate and 
Herod. Though innocent, He was 
denounced as an enemy of God 
and man. The frenzied mob incited 
the religious leaders and cried, 
“Crucify Him!” No other has ever 
suffered the way Jesus suffered, 
and He did for mankind - and He 
lives today!

Chasing the Creator

Road trip to The Promise perfect anniversary present
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Anniversaries only come once 
a year, and sometimes once is 
enough. This is our 32nd year of 
loving and tolerating each other. 

Someone with a mind for busi-
ness, most likely 
a merchant, made 
a list of suitable 
gifts for each year. It seems number 
32 should be a mode of transporta-
tion. So, we planned a road trip?

We’re pretty much consumed 
with all things Jesus and thought 
The Promise in Glen Rose, Texas, 
would be ideal to celebrate our 
anniversary. 

Our first trip to The Promise was 
30 years ago, and the quality of the 
performance has drawn us back 
multiple times. We didn’t expect 
camels, horses, and sheep on 

stage, or a moat in front to facilitate 
the boat scenes with Jesus and the 
disciples. Each visit has brought 
additions, and this year was no 
exception. In the parking lot, full 
of buses from cities across Texas, 
we were greeted by Dr. Amiee 

Flournoy, a Family 
Practice physician 
in Glen Rose, in 

full costume. We learned she has 
acted in the production since its 
inception 33 years ago. 

She is the current president 
of the board for the group that 
produces the play and has a heart 
set like flint to proclaim the healing 
and restoration of Jesus “Until the 
Whole World Knows!”

The script looks at the life of 
Jesus through the eyes of a Jewish 
family that consisted of father, 
mother, and two boys, one of whom 

is crippled.
The welcome and introduction 

was provided by the show’s director, 
Michael Wilcox. It was emotionally 
charged with gratitude to Jesus, His 
keeping power and to the veterans 
who have given unselfishly to obtain 
the freedom this country has bene-
fited from for 245 years. 

As my husband pushed with 
his cane to stand with the other 
veterans and the burst of grateful 
applause resounded through the 
night sky, my heart soared for this 
good man as he humbly stood. 

 Abigail Garcia, the dance captain 
and featured dancer, used all 4 feet 
8 inches of herself to command the 
stage with her robust proclamation 
of the goodness of God. Her last 
song, “Ain’t No Grave”, had me on 
my feet, hands raised and voice 
booming as she brought the house 
down. 

We sat transfixed for two hours 
as the 2021 cast became living and 
breathing ancient Israel. For most 
of the actors being members of the 
Glen Rose community, the acting 
was exceptional. One of them, too 
good in fact, was Larkin Felts, who 
played the role of Satan. 

One couldn’t help hating him for 
all his divisive wickedness. The 
stage was frequently full of small 
children in full costume dancing and 
singing on cue! I’m talking 3-year-
olds! It was amazingly wonderful 
to watch. Little children are the 
promise of our tomorrow.

Turkey Pot Pie
5 Tablespoons Flour
1 Sheet Frozen Puff Pastry, 

thawed
5 Tablespoons butter
2 Celery Stalks, minced
1 Medium Yellow Onion, minced
1 Rotisserie Turkey Breast, 

chopped
4 Cups Low-sodium Chicken 

Broth
1 Cup Half and Half
1 Cup Brussels Sprouts, shred-

ded
1 Cup Cornbread Stuffing Mix
1 Teaspoon Kosher Salt
½ Teaspoon Fresh Black Pepper
1 Large Egg, whisked
Cranberry Sauce
Line a baking sheet with parch-

ment paper. On a lightly floured 
surface, roll the puff pastry to 9x13. 
Place the pastry onto the baking 

sheet and cover with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate.

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees. 
Coat a 9x13 baking dish with non-
stick cooking spray.

Melt the butter in a large skillet. 
Add the celery and onions and 
cook for about 5 minutes. Stir in the 
flour and cook over low heat for 2 
minutes. 

Add broth and half and half. Add 
the turkey, Brussels sprouts, stuff-
ing mix, salt, and pepper and stir to 

combine. Cook for 6 minutes. Pour 
the mixture into a prepared baking 
dish. Place the pastry on top of the 
casserole dish. Brush the top with 
the beaten egg. 

Make four slits at the top. Bake 
until golden brown, about 45 min-
utes. Allow to rest for 10 minutes. 
Serve with cranberry sauce.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

COLOR
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

her that while I appreciated her 
gesture, it really wasn’t necessary.

I assumed that the woman’s ges-
ture was motivated because she 
felt sorry for this disabled person. 

This has happened to me several 
times and, strange as it seems, 
each time I have conflicting emo-
tions. On one hand, I am appre-
ciative. But I also feel guilty. There 
are people - disabled and not - far 
worse off than I am. 

And in all honesty, I also find it 
a bit irritating. I don’t want to be 
pitied. 

In the 12 years I have been in a 
wheelchair because of a rare spinal 
cord disorder, I admit to feeling 

sorry for myself several times a 
day. I can do that, but don’t you 
dare. 

Maybe she made the gesture 
because she saw me struggling 
to roll up and down the aisles. On 
this day, a device that I can use to 
power my manual chair was in for 
repairs. I was rolling the chair the 
old-fashioned way, by hand. 

Or maybe she figured that 
because I am disabled, I am impov-
erished. That would be logical. 
Almost 25 percent of disabled 
people live in poverty, a rate twice 
that of non-disabled folks. 

I am fortunate. I can pay for my 
groceries despite today’s spiraling 
prices.

Or maybe she was being 

patriotic because she thought I 
was a veteran injured by an IED in 
Afghanistan or in a firefight in Iraq. 
But I would just be flattering myself 
to think someone would think that. 
At age 74, I am closer to being 
a World War II veteran than any 
recent war. 

As I left the market, I noticed the 
woman loading her groceries into 
the back of her SUV. 

I rolled up to her and thanked her 
for the gesture. Stupidly, I didn’t let 

ERNIE (From Page 1)
it rest there. I let her know that it 
really wasn’t necessary.  

“Oh well,” she replied. “The holi-
days are coming up. Have a Merry 
Christmas.”

With those words, I scolded 
myself. What an idiot I am. I had 
over-analyzed a simple act of 
kindness.

So what if she had acted out of 
pity?

This was just the gesture of a 
very nice lady who spreads the 

Christmas spirit all year long. 
And maybe this mother was 

teaching her son about compassion 
and generosity. Or perhaps she 
was paying forward someone’s act 
of kindness toward her.

If so, it’s now my turn.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulle-
tin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 
77516)

Alzheimer’s Awareness Project plans memory screenings
As part of the Alzheimer’s Foun-

dation of America’s (AFA) National 
Memory Screening Program, 
the Brazoria County Alzheimer’s 
Awareness Project will offer FREE, 
confidential memory screenings at 
five Brazoria County Libraries during 
the week of November 15-20. The 
individual library schedules are as 
follows:

ALVIN (105 S Gordon, Alvin): 
Nov. 15-20; 10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
each day;

ANGLETON (401 E. Cedar, 
Angleton): Nov. 15-20; 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. each day;

BRAZORIA (620 S. Brooks, 
Brazoria): Nov. 15-20; 10:30 a.m. to 
5:30 p.m. each day;

WEST COLUMBIA (518 E. 
Brazos, W. Columbia): Nov. 15-17; 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day.

LAKE JACKSON (250 Circle 
Way, Lake Jackson): Nov. 15-19; 
10:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. each day;

For more information about the 
National Memory Screening Pro-
gram, call (toll free) 866-232-8484 
or visit www.nationalmemoryscreen-
ing.org.

Qualified healthcare professionals 
and/or trained volunteers will admin-
ister the memory screenings and 
provide educational materials about 
memory concerns, brain health and 
caregiving. The face-to-face screen-
ings consist of a series of questions 
and tasks and last approximately 10 
minutes.

“This will be our 10th year to 
partner with the Brazoria County 
Library System to offer free memory 
screenings,” said Dale Libby, Chair-

man/CEO of the Gathering Place 
and Coordinator for the Brazoria 
County Alzheimer’s Awareness 
Project. “For the past nine years, 
we have had the largest community 
based memory screening project 
in the United States. We expect to 
make it 10 years in a row!”

Memory screenings are an 
important part of successful aging 

and are gaining in popularity. Last 
year alone, the Alzheimer’s Foun-
dation of America (AFA) screened 
more than 250,000 people through 
its National Memory Screening 
Program (NMSP). Further, a recent 
study suggests that screenings may 
detect cognitive impairment up to 18 
years prior to clinical diagnosis of 
Alzheimer’s disease or dementia.
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fantasies in your heart may blind 
you to upcoming problems. In the 
week ahead you may be inspired to 
try something new. Concentrate on 
the facts and figures but launching a 
new project could be a challenging 
effort.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Be 
confident that despite the slings 
and arrows of outrageous fortune 
everything will most likely turn out 
alright. An optimistic attitude will 
ward off negativity in the week to 
come. Listen, to criticism, but avoid 
offering it.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Less 
could be more. If you accumulate 
too much personal stuff you might 
feel too anchored to one place and 
no longer free to roam. In the week 
ahead avoid making investments 
and learn to get by with fewer 
things.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You could be immersed in ethical 
considerations as this week unfolds. 
You may receive some criticism or 
become cynical about some kind of 
indulgence. Taking the right steps 
at the right time can be challenging 
now.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Sup-
port your ambitions with a friendly 
and helpful attitude. Someone may 
feel threatened by your expertise as 
the week unfolds. You are quick on 
the uptake, but this may not be the 
week to initiate a new venture.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Some people could question your 
motives in the week ahead. A dis-
agreement with a loved one might 
foster doubts and concern. This is 
probably not the time to ask friends 
or family to participate in your busi-
ness plans.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): In 
the week ahead, some things might 
not make total sense but still bring 
a smile to your face. It may be 
tempting to speak to the boss about 
a personal problem. However, it 
would likely be better to maintain a 
low profile on the job.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): Live 
and learn in the coming week. Take 
advantage of an educational oppor-
tunity or enjoy intellectual stimula-
tion. Use your intuitive and practical 
abilities to understand how to put 
together all the puzzle pieces.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): The 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You might come up empty 
handed if you try to pull a rabbit out 
of your hat. As the week begins you 
may seem to be working at cross 
purposes with a loved one or family 
member. Hold off on starting new 
projects.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Money has been called the “root of 
all evil” but it is simply a medium for 
the exchange of energy. In the week 
ahead take pride in your ability to 
handle your money efficiently, but 
steer clear of new investments.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): It 
may be better to remain silent in the 
face of censure. You might be more 
ambitious than usual in the upcom-
ing week, but your luck could be at 
a low point. The wrong moves could 
undermine your most cherished 
plans.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Mix-ups can become memorable 
mistakes. During the next few 
days, you may become infatu-
ated by someone inappropriate or 
something that disappoints. Avoid 
misunderstandings by insisting on 
clear communications.

Bulletin horoscope

November 2
1776 - During the American 

Revolutionary War, William Demont, 
became the first traitor of the Ameri-
can Revolution when he deserted.

1895 - In Chicago, IL, the first 
gasoline powered car contest took 
place in America.

1947 - Howard Hughes flew his 
“Spruce Goose,” a huge wooden 
airplane, for eight minutes in Califor-
nia. It was the plane’s first and only 
flight. The “Spruce Goose,” nick-
named because of the white-gray 
color of the spruce used to build it, 
never went into production.

November 3
1507 - Leonardo DaVinci was 

commissioned by the husband of 
Lisa Gherardini to paint her. The 
work is known as the Mona Lisa.

1793 - Stephen F. Austin was 
born. He was the principal founder 
of Texas.

November 4
1842 - Abraham Lincoln married 

Mary Todd in Springfield, IL.
1847 - Scottish obstetrician 

James Young Simpson discovered 
the anethestic qualities of chloro-
form.

1979 - Iranian militants seized 
the U.S. embassy in Tehran and 
took 63 Americans hostage (90 total 
hostages). The militants, mostly 
students, demanded that the U.S. 
send the former shah back to Iran 
to stand trial. Many hostages were 
later released, but 52 were held for 
the next 14 months.

November 5
1605 - The “Gunpowder Plot” 

attempted by Guy Fawkes failed 
when he was captured before 
he could blow up the English 
Parliament. Guy Fawkes Day is 
celebrated every November 5th in 
Britain to celebrate his failure to 
blow up all the members of Parlia-
ment and King James I.

1935 - The game “Monopoly” 
was introduced by Parker Brothers 
Company.

November 6
1851 - Charles Henry Dow was 

born. He was the founder of Dow 

Jones & Company.
1935 - Edwin H. Armstrong 

announced his development of FM 
broadcasting.

November 7
1874 - The Republican party of 

the U.S. was first symbolized as an 
elephant in a cartoon by Thomas 
Nast in Harper’s Weekly.

1917 - Russia’s Bolshevik Rev-
olution took place. The provisional 
government of Alexander Kerensky 
was overthrown by forces led by 
Vladimir Ilyich Lenin.

1965 - The “Pillsbury Dough Boy” 
debuted in television commercials.

November 8
1923 - Adolf Hitler made his first 

attempt at seizing power in Ger-
many with a failed coup in Munich 
that came to be known as the “Beer-
Hall Putsch.”

1979 - The program, “The Iran 
Crisis: America Held Hostage”, 
premiered on ABC-TV. The show 
was planned to be temporary, but it 
evolved into “Nightline” in March of 
1980.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day



Page 18  THE BULLETIN  November 2, 2021   (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Hesitant sounds
4 Grand __ Auto: video game
9 A and B, for blood
14 Long of “Third Watch”
15 Gung-ho
16 Finnish bills
17 Method
18 Entirety of a manufacturer’s 

goods
20 Sent out

22 Inspiring Greek group of nine 
sisters

23 U.S. Forest Service mascot 
since 1944

26 __ and found
29 Peace of mind
30 Hightailed it
31 Namesake of a new wing, often
32 Dolphin communication method
35 Oregon city south of Salem
36 4, in 2 + 2 = 4

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 39 Indoor tanning aid
41 Reuben bread
42 Put-down
44 Inception
46 Lighter brand
47 Degree for a CFO
48 [Purchase at your own risk]
52 Floride, par exemple
53 Out-of-office investigator
56 Late-night host O’Brien
58 Whip (up), as grub
59 Tumbling seed, and a hint to 

each row of circled letters
63 AAA service
64 Author Asimov
65 Lawful
66 Night before
67 Rock or pop
68 Traditional piano key wood
69 Like half a deck of cards

Down
1 Not prudent
2 Swamp gas
3 Final approvals
4 Conical home
5 “Jude the Obscure” author 

Thomas
6 Big head on the set
7 Nourished
8 Writer Capote
9 Lunar New Years
10 Holiday fireplace blazer
11 “Orange Is the New Black” extra
12 Geological period
13 Toronto-to-D.C. dir.
19 Mangy dog
21 Hawaiian strings
24 __ flakes: cereal
25 Body part thoughtfully tugged on
27 PlayStation maker
28 Sloth’s hangout
31 Fool
33 Norsk Folkemuseum city
34 Macadamia __
35 Pair of madmen?
36 Evaluate, with “up”
37 Army outfit
38 Female ‘80s arcade sensation
40 Like neat freaks
43 As good as expected
45 Graffiti signatures
47 Mix at a party
49 Irish pooch
50 Smitten
51 Slow-boiled, as prunes
53 Convection oven need
54 Water escape route
55 Unc’s spouse
57 “Good one!”
59 “The __ is up!”
60 Employ
61 Tot’s mealtime protector
62 Prefix with friendly
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407    November 2, 2021   THE BULLETIN  Page 19

PROJECT (From Page 1)

third-degree trespassing and assault 
upon innocent foliage. Inevitably, 
the final specimen that we needed 
to complete the project required 
that I jump around in the dark like 
a drunk baboon trying to reach the 
perfect bundle of lob lolly pine nee-
dles –because my eldest and most 
expensive daughter insisted that 
the ones all over the ground weren’t 
“pretty anymore.”

Another foray into school proj-
ects involved creating a shoebox 
diorama of a scene from E.B. 
White’s traumatic children’s novel 
“Charlotte’s Web.” This project 
required that we artistically design 
Wilbur’s barnyard from a shoe box 
once containing a pair of Gianni Bini 
pumps that never quite fit me right. 

As my daughters and I worked, 
we powered through tears brought 
on by molten strands of hot glue 
and that chapter where the beloved 
Charlotte dies after becoming the 
only arachnid in history we didn’t 
want to squash with a flip-flop.

I also remember helping my 
eldest and middle daughters bake 
and decorate cakes meant to repre-
sent cross sections of human skin 
for science class. Yes, that’s right, 
skin cakes – fully furnished with a 
pale-pink epidermis frosting, melted 
Tootsie Roll hair shafts, Sour Punch 
Straw sweat glands, and subcuta-
neous tissue made from Hickory 
Farms Mini Meltaway Mints. I don’t 
know about you, but I have a hard 
time getting excited about sweat 

glands for dessert, which is proba-
bly why I only had four servings.

Most recently, my youngest 
daughter was tasked with assem-
bling a three-dimensional model of 
a phosphorus atom. Prior to helping 
with this project, I didn’t know much 
about phosphorus – other than I’ve 
eaten lots of it, according to the 
Honey Nut Cheerios box.

Apparently, though, making a 
model of phosphorus requires 
at least $50, about five trips to 
Michael’s and one full weekend 
down the tubes. 

The trick was finding a way to 
assemble three outer rings that 
would hold the electron thingies 
without teaching my daughter any 
new curse words. The teacher’s 
instructions recommended using 
household objects, but my daughter 
just rolled her eyes when I sug-
gested an old toilet seat.

We eventually figured it out, and 
the model was so “phosphorusy” 
that the teacher asked to keep it as 
an example. (I wonder if she has 
received my bill yet.)

Despite all of the hot glue injuries, 
spray paint fumes, and general arts 
and crafts trauma, I still think I got 
the better end of the deal I made 
with my wife all those years ago. 
And I’ll bet if you ask any of our 
girls, they’ll tell you that through it 
all, I’ve been “a joy to teach.”

(Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR 50TH ANNIVERSARY BASH IN 
2044. MEANWHILE, ENJOY THE BULLETIN EACH WEEK.

Brazosport College recognized 
the contributions of former Texas 
House Speaker Dennis Bonnen to 
the College with the naming of the 
Bonnen Central Building after him.

The Bonnen Central Building 
houses a large portion of College 
services, including the information 
desk, student services, counseling 
and testing, administration, the 
BC Library, Gator Hall, Commu-
nity Education, the Commons and 
much more. The MEGlobal Student 
Pavilion is also located inside the 
Bonnen Central Building.

“Former House Speaker Bonnen 
demonstrated his continuous sup-
port of Brazosport College over the 
course of his service in the Texas 
Legislature,” said Brazosport Col-
lege President Millicent Valek. “His 
leadership has been essential to so 
many important initiatives that allow 
us to carry out the mission of the 
college and strengthen the region 
we serve.

“We are honored to recognize 
his contribution to our College with 
the naming of the Bonnen Central 
Building,” she added.

College names 
building after 
former House 
Speaker Bonnen
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