
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Being retired in the middle of a 
pandemic means I have time to read 
and watch television. Maybe too 
much time.

So, last week found me reading 
the late Larry McMurtry’s “Boone’s 
Lick” and also streaming “Squid 
Game,” the chillingly violent South 

Korean survival drama that has 
become one of Netflix’s most 
watched programs.

What a contrast of emotions. 
I found “Boone’s Lick” in a stroke 

of serendipity. I was at Pearland’s 
Westside Library and thought I 
would yield to my age and, for the 
first time, try a book with large print.  
“Boone’s Lick” had large print.

“Boone’s Lick” is the tale of 
the West in the 19th Century that 
blends facts with a fictional story of 
a woman’s journey in search of her 
husband.

It has adventure, humor, history 
and a love story.

Now don’t get me wrong. “Boone’s 
Lick” is not the best book I have ever 
read and certainly McMurtry had 
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‘Boone’s Lick’ 
wins out over 
‘Squid Game’

New car buying 
not the same as in 
the good old days

The View from My Seat

By John Toth
The Bulletin

My younger son wanted to buy 
a new car and asked me to come 
along, figuring that dad’s been 
around the block a few times when 
it comes to haggling.

I think of myself as being a pretty 
experienced new- and used-car 
buyer. 

Over the years, I have developed 
the instinct of bargaining with the 
seller and asking so many questions 
that by the time we’re done, all they 
want to do is get it over with. It does 
not work all the time, but asking the 
questions is a good idea, anyway. 

He wanted to buy a certain type 
of foreign-made car that was not 
available at my hometown dealer-
ship, so we drove a little. The trip 
allowed me to get the questions 
lined up in my head and put my 
haggling cap on.

“Are you sure they sell cars 
here?” asked the son as we pulled 
up to the dealership. The front park-
ing lot was empty.

Let’s pull in and see if they are 
open, I suggested.

“Do you have any cars to sell?” I 
asked the person who greeted us. 

“Yes we do,” he answered and 
began to go into sales mode.

“Where are they?” I asked.
“They’re out there,” he said 

and pointed to the side door. “We 
decided to power wash the front lot 
because our inventory is so low. It’s 
a good time to do it.”

That made sense. We told him 
what we were looking for, and he 
asked us to follow him outside.

“Here it is,” he said.

Ramblings

Go to Freeport on Thursday, Nov. 11, and see the annual Veterans Day Parade. The parade starts in 
downtown Freeport at West Second Street and West Park Avenue, travels down Second Street and ends 
at Hopper field, where hot dogs and bottled water will be available free of charge and a special program is 
also planned.  (Photo taken by John Toth at the 2018 parade in West Columbia)

Annual Veterans Day Parade winds through Freeport 

Leather jack: A fish that bites back

If you’re looking for me, voicemail message won’t help
By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

There is a new posting on social 
media about changing voicemail 
messages. 

If you are stranded in a bro-
ken-down vehicle, lost while hiking, 
or any circumstance that could 
make you lose your ability to call 

for help, just change your voicemail.
Provide location, time, and any 

other pertinent information. This will 
be available to callers even if your 
cell phone battery is dead, or you 
can’t get a signal. It seems like a 
great and practical idea some cell 
phone junkie thought of, and it is 
being reposted frequently.

Except, my luck and technical 
knowledge about cell phones could 
defeat this great idea. 

I have never recorded a voice-
mail of any kind, and I often must 
recharge my phone in my car. I 
can see myself driving down the 
road to go hiking while the phone 

By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

No, I’m not talking about a leath-
er-jacketed outlaw biker. I’m talking 
about a little fish that will make 
you wish you had tangled with an 
outlaw biker.

A leather jack is a small sil-
ver-blue saltwater/brackish water 
fish with a light greenish back and 

yellow tail, rarely over eight inches 
long. It is quite handsome. 

The reason to avoid him are 
three or four small triangular fins 

between the head and the dorsal 
fin and the two triangular fins on the 
belly. These little fins are hard and 
sharper than a surgeon’s scalpel. 
They do not cut deeply but can 
slice and stab in the blink of an eye.

These fins are the defensive 
armament for the leather jack, and 
they have two effects on a predator 
or human. The first is an anticoag-
ulant - with the slightest touch, the 
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

November 9
1852 - A tornado, following the 

same track as the famous “Tri-state 
Tornado” of 1925, struck the town of 
New Harmony IND. Just 16 persons 
were killed by the twister, due to the 
sparse settlement. The “Tri-state 
Tornado” killed 695 persons. 

November 10
1915 - An unusually late season 

tornado struck the central Kansas 
town of Great Bend, killing 11 per-
sons along its 35-mile track. The tor-
nado destroyed 160 homes in Great 
Bend, killing 11 persons and causing 
a $1 million damage. Hundreds of 
dead ducks dropped from the sky 
northeast of the track’s end.

November 11
1989 - Veteran’s Day was an 

unseasonably warm one across 
much of the nation east of the Rock-
ies. Temperatures warmed into the 
70s and 80s from the Southern and 
Central Plains to the southern half of 
the Atlantic coast.

November 12
1906 - The mercury soared to 

106 degrees at Craftonville, CA., a 
November record for the U.S.

November 13
1946 - General Electric scientists 

produced snow in the Massachu-
setts Berkshires in the first modern 
day cloud seeding experiment.

November 14
1989 - Temperatures reached 

70 degrees as far north as New 
England, and readings in the 80s 
were reported across the southeast 
quarter of the nation.



physicist Otto von Guericke had 
audience before Emperor Ferdinand 
III to demonstrate the “Magdeburg 
hemispheres.” About a foot in 
diameter, they were fitted together 
to form a sphere, then the air was 
pumped out to create a vacuum 
inside. Now powerful suction pulled 
the halves together, or more accu-
rately, they were pushed together 
by air pressure from the outside.  
Think of atmospheric pressure as 
the weight of a column of air an inch 
square going up several miles. This 
column weighs about 15 pounds for 
the square inch, i.e., that’s atmo-
spheric pressure.

Since von Guericke’s sphere 
was about 15 inches in diameter, 
its “effective” surface area per 
hemisphere was about 180 square 
inches, meaning the weight of the 
invisible atmosphere pushing on 
each hemisphere was nearly 3,000 
pounds! Too much for the 16 tug-
ging horses. The air won.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

What is that goo on 
newborns?     

Q. A just-born baby comes 
packaged in vernix caseosa, Latin 
for “cheesy varnish.” What is it, and 
what does it do?

A. It’s the milky colored slick 
substance that covers Baby’s skin, 
comprised of dead cells, oil from 
sebaceous lands, temporary downy 
hair, and traces of Mom’s chemical 
exposures, says Cynthia F. Bearer, 
M.D., Ph.D., pediatrician and 
neuroscientist at the Case West-
ern Reserve University School of 
Medicine. True, it acts as lubricant 
for Baby’s stage entrance but also 
serves to “waterproof” the fetus 
during the critical last trimester and 
to guard against microbes and other 
assaults. Though Baby is cleaned 
up very soon after birth, care is 
often taken not to wash off all the 
coating, which just may be Baby’s 
first line of defense against the dry 
and cool extra-uterine environment.

So special is this stuff, says 
Dr. Bearer, that there’s interest in 
bottling some of it as antibacterial 
unguent for whatever ails Baby later, 
and it may one day even be used 
on adults. Just another of Mother 
Nature’s medicinal marvels.

Trees can solve their own 
global warming problems 
Q. If global warming turns up 

the heat some more, forests will 
become critical in helping to keep 
things cool. But trees die in too 
much heat. What can they do in 
self-defense?

A. Surprisingly, they can try 
to move. Not individual trees of 
course, but forests as a whole can 
migrate, though his capability is 
limited by the nut-carrying habits of 
squirrels or seed ferryings by birds 
or scatterings to the four winds, 
says University of California-Berke-
ley environmental scientist J. Keith 
Gilless. A forest might need to 
migrate as much as 100 miles north 
(Northern hemisphere) to accommo-
date three degrees F. of warming. 
It could do this - providing it doesn’t 
run into a blocking east-west moun-
tain range, etc - but would need 
time, since it might takes decades to 
flee one mile. So even just slowing 
the coming of global warming would 
be a big help.

Do males or female think 
they are smarter?

Q. Would you rate your Mom 
or Dad as smarter on intelligence 
tests? Your brother(s) or sister(s)?  
Son(s) or daughter(s)? Does it 
matter if you’re male or female?

A. Doesn’t matter much because 
in spite of gender parity on test 
scores, both males and females 
tend to rate their fathers’, brothers’ 
and sons’ scores as higher than 
their mothers’, sisters’ and daugh-
ters’, says David G. Myers in “Psy-
chology.”  And males are more likely 
than females to overestimate their 
own test scores. Yet, no doubt you 
yourself are smart enough to avoid 
this gender stereotype!
Atmospheric pressure vs. a 

team of horses 
Q. In a tug-of-war pitting two 

teams of horses, eight per team, 
against atmospheric pressure, 
which wins?

A. It was 1654, and German 

Eight

NEW HOURS AS OF OCT. 25 - CLOSED MONDAYS
Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457

DID YOU KNOW ?
• About 80% of the world’s population lives on less than $10 a day
• Bees are capable of performing basic math and understand the concept 

of zero.
• Avocados are rich in tryptophan, a precursor to serotonin. Eating them 

can boost your mood.
• When Crystal Pepsi came out, Coca-Cola released a competing product 

called ‘Tab Clear.’ But, Tab Clear was intentionally marketed poorly so it 
would fail and hurt Pepsi’s product by association.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

THE GUY WE’RE SEARCH-
ING FOR LOOKS EXACTLY 
LIKE YOU: A man got drunk with 
his friends and wandered into a 
forest in the Bursa province of 
Turkey, and, after they lost touch 
with him for several hours, they 
reported him missing, prompting 
authorities to launch a search and 
rescue operation for him. He later 
walked out of the woods and joined 
in the search until he was told that 
it was him that they were looking 
for. 

NOW DON’T TELL ME YOU 
HAVE TO WORK: A 33-year-old 
woman called in two bomb threats 
to her boyfriend’s place of employ-
ment in Pittsfield, Maine, because 
she wanted to spend more time 
with him. 

CAN YOU GUYS KEEP A 
SECRET?: A New York Transit 
Authority official evaded tolls on 
bridges and tunnels for 10`1 years 
by using a cloudy plastic cover 
over his license plate. Investiga-
tors determined that he now owes 
$9,000 in tolls and $92,000 in 
fines. He was caught because he 
bragged about it at work. 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to john.bulletin@gmail.
com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

I’VE DECIDED TO ADOPT: 
A wild monkey kidnapped a two-
week-old pet puppy and held it 
hostage on top of a utility pole in 
Taman Lestari Putra, Malaysia, as 
residents repeatedly attempted to 
rescue the dog. One witness said, 
“‘It looked like it was treating the 
puppy as a friend or its baby.” The 
onlookers finally threw things at 
the monkey, causing it to drop the 
puppy into the bushes and flee. 

HONEY, IS THAT YOUR 
MOTHER?:  A couple was enjoy-
ing a romantic anniversary dinner 
at a waterside café next to the 
Exe Estuary in Devon, England, 
when a boatload of stark-naked 
passengers waved to them from 
their vessel as they passed. Their 
anniversary occurred on the same 
day of an annual cruise where 
nudists socialize with like-minded 
people while they travel on board in 
nothing but their birthday suits. 

IN THAT CASE, MY COM-
PLIMENTS TO THE ARTIST: 
A resident of a high-rise apartment 
building in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, called police to report 
that he encountered a large alliga-

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

tor in a hallway. The cops informed 
him that it was just a sculpture. 

IT’S FIRE! WHY AREN’T 
YOU SCARED!?: A man tried to 
rob a convenience store in Sap-
poro, Japan, using a flaming ciga-
rette lighter as a weapon, which he 
pointed it at the manager, saying: 
“Out with the money, or I’ll light you 
up!” The manager ran into the back 
and called the police. When the 
cops arrived, the would-be robber 
tried the same thing on them to no 
avail. 

OH, NO! KA-BOOM!: Two 
men who spent the entire evening 
doing drugs in an apartment in 

Seattle noticed that they had left a 
large firework on the counter close 
to a hot stove. It lit the fuse and 
caused the men to scramble and 
cover it with towels to prevent it 
from exploding. The effort failed. 

HE DIDN’T THINK THEY 
COULD FOLLOW THE 
MONEY: An 18-year-old man 
forced his way into a man’s car in 
Chicago, threatened him, forced 
him out of the vehicle and drove 
away. Investigators were able to 
track him down because he used 
Cash App, a mobile payment 
service, to transfer money from the 
victim’s bank account to his.
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CONTRAST (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

      Legal Notice
In accordance with Texas 

Health and Safety Code 772, 
Sub-Chapter H, Section 772.219, 
governing the Gulf Coast 
Regional 9-1-1 Emergency Com-
munications District, the District 
will hold a Public Hearing as to 
whether or not the District and 
the 9-1-1 emergency service fee 
should be continued, November 
16, 2021, immediately following 
the Houston-Galveston Area 
Council Board of Directors meet-
ing that begins at 10 a.m., 3555 
Timmons Lane, Suite 120, 2nd 
Floor, Conference Room B, Hous-
ton, Texas 77027 or watch online 
at h-gac.com/calendar.

more successful books - “Lonesome 
Dove”, “The Last Picture Show” 
and “Terms of Endearment” come 
to mind. But it did provide hours of 
enjoyment, and I felt enriched when 
I finished.

I had learned about life on the 
Plains, had laughed at the antics 
of its characters and had lamented 
their misfortune. It was worth my 
time.

On to the “Squid Game.”
I was leery about watching it 

because I had seen “Parasite,” 
another South Korean film. I hated 
that movie and was disgusted when 
it won the Oscar last year for best 
picture.  

However, in a moment of bore-
dom, I decided to see what all the 
fuss was about. 

Squid Game centers on a contest 
in which 456 players, all deeply in 
debt, play a set of children’s games 
with deadly consequences for the 

losers and a huge payoff of about 
$40 million for the winner. 

The nine-part series has become 
a smash hit, reaching No. 1 in 90 
countries in 10 days after its Sep-
tember debut. If it hasn’t already, 
it will likely unseat “Bridgerton” as 
Netflix’s biggest hit ever.

I quit watching after two parts.
I was horrified by the violence 

and by the fact that so many young 
people apparently have found the 
series entertaining. 

I am not the only one troubled by 
the series.

The Parents Television and 
Media Council alerted parents about 
the “incredibly violent” show and 
warned of the way “Squid Game” 
was being promoted to young 
viewers.

 The “Squid Game” hashtag has 
been viewed more than 22.8 billion 
times on TikTok, according to NBC.

That, when compared to tradi-
tional TV, is more than the number 
of 18-to-49-year-olds estimated by 

Nielsen to have watched the 40 
highest-rated broadcast and cable 
shows of the past year combined. 

Common Sense Media, a non-
profit organization that reviews TV 
shows and movies, says parents 
need to know that in the series 
“characters are systematically 
tortured and killed for the sadistic 
pleasure of a game master … there 
are threats of sexual violence … 
and women are grabbed by the hair 
and beaten.”

The marketing of this violent 
show has been so effective that 
“Squid Game” costumes were 
trending for Halloween.

What ever happened to hobos 
and princesses?

The creator of “Squid Game” 
defends the series, saying that in 
the end it is a show about inequality.

“These days we are, in fact, living 
in a deeply unfair and economically 
challenging world,” Hwang Dong-
huyk says. “There is more inequal-
ity, more severe competition and 
more people are being pushed to 
the edge of their livelihoods.”

He suggests more than 90 
percent of the people in the world 
empathize with the plight of the 

characters in the series.
Since I spent more than 40 

years in the news business, I value 
freedom of speech. So, I have no 
easy solutions to what appears to 
be society’s increasing acceptance 
of violent movies.

But I can’t help but think society 
would be a lot better off reading 

authors like McMurtry than we 
would watching violent films such as 
“Squid Game.”

As for me, I am off to the library.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU
CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY
12-15 LBS.                                     (LARGE: $59.99)

FAMILY PACK 
3 PINT SIDE ORDERS, 1 LB. BRISKET, 
1 LB. SAUSAGE, 1 WHOLE CHICKEN

PARTY PACK 
1.5 LBs. BRISKET, 1LB. SAUSAGE, 2 LBS. RIBS
2 WHOLE CHICKENS, 6 PINT SIDE ORDERS

Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours

Just in time for the Holidays

$4999

$5299

$11499
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NEW CAR (From Page 1)

ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

“There is one car,” I pointed out.
“Right. It’s the only one we have 

left in this model,” he explained.
At least the color was right - 

white exterior, black interior. I like 
that combination. I especially like 
the white exterior because it reflects 
the sun and keeps the car cooler. 
It also is an easy color to keep 
looking good - a wash and a little 
wax, and it’s like it just came off the 
showroom floor.

Son liked it also. We drove it 
around the block and told the sales-
man to wrap it up. We’ll take it.

Now it was my time to show off 
my haggling skills.

“How much can you come off the 
MSRP price?” I asked.

“Zero,” was his response. “It’s the 
last car of this model on the lot. In 
Houston, they sell above MSRP.”

That ended the haggling.
Now for the financing part, where 

I turn down every add-on the 
financial officer suggests. But son 
was leasing, not buying. There was 
only one little add-on, and it actually 
made sense. 

What happened to the days when 
the financial officer threw a burnt-
out control panel on his desk while 
trying to push on us an extended 
warranty? I usually bought it, 
anyway, but I liked the showman-
ship, the drama.

And whatever happened to the 
days when I got up a few times and 
pretended to walk out while saying, 
“I’ll think about it?”

Instead, we compared smart 
watches while the financial officer 
got all the paperwork in order. We 
talked about the Astros and how 
cold it was in the dealership. He 
turned on the space heater under 
his desk.

Son got a good-enough deal on 
the car, considering that it’s not 
a buyer’s market right now. We 
drove away satisfied and not really 
drained from the experience.

And I still got a chance to kick the 
tires. They’re filled with nitrogen. 
Things have changed.

WC American Legion plans Nov. 11 veterans ceremony
The American Legion 

Mattson-Ringgold Post 503 in West 
Columbia will be hosting a Veterans 
Day ceremony on Veterans Day, 
Thursday, Nov. 11, at 5 p.m. at Vet-
erans Memorial Park, and the public 
is invited to attend.

American Legion Commander 
Sands S. Weems III will serve as 
Master of Ceremonies, and Mayor 
Laurie Kincannon will welcome 
veterans, their families and other 
guests to the park, located at 219 E. 
14th St.

Rev. T. Paul Kethley of Columbia 
United Methodist Church will lead 
the invocation before the opening 
ceremonies, which includes posting 
of the American and Texan flags by 
the Angleton High School Jr. ROTC, 
the Pledge of Allegiance and Pledge 
to Texas by Dave Thompson.

There also will be a bugle tribute 
by Al Parrott, the singing of the 
national anthem by Kathy Hathway 
and an original Veterans Day poem, 

written and presented by Edie 
Weems.

The main speaker will be Dr. 
Andrew Seigrist, superintendent of 
the Tidehaven ISD.

Dean Wilke will recognize new 
pavers at the site, and the cere-
mony will end with a patriotic song, 
benediction and the playing of 

TAPS, presented respectively by 
Ms. Hathway, Rev. Kethley and Mr. 
Parrot.

West Columbia hosted the 2018 
Veterans Day parade, followed by 
Brazoria in 2019. The 2021 parade 
will be held in Freeport this year on 
Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. along 2nd Street.

- Sharon Toth, The Bulletin
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FISH (From Page 1)

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

resulting cut will bleed profusely for 
up to 30 minutes. 

The second effect is a painful 
toxin that will take you to your 
knees. The book “Sport Fish of the 
Gulf of Mexico” describes the fish 
as follows: “Sharp spines on the 
dorsal and anal fins administer very 
painful puncture wounds.” It should 
read “excruciatingly painful punc-
ture wounds.”

My first experience with a leather 
jack happened about 10 years ago. 
In early October, brother-in-law 
Roy Z., his wife, Gwen, Jan, and I 
were fishing from my dock under 
the lights on the lower San Bernard 
River. 

The Golden Croaker run was 
in full swing. Fishing was good, 
catching was fantastic, and we 
were running short on bait. Roy Z. 
noticed several schools of Menha-
den Shad in the river and com-
mented that fresh-cut Shad would 
make excellent bait.

I got my Shad cast net, a 5-foot 
net with quarter-inch mesh. Using 
a larger mesh net will gill-trap 
Shad, and you will spend a lot of 
time pulling them out of the mesh 
– mutilating most of them. I also 
brought out a rectangular laundry 
basket - a great tool for sorting bait. 
On my first cast, I caught about six 
dozen Shad, which I emptied into 
the basket. Roy Z. started putting 
the bait we wanted into my live bait 

well. 
As I prepared the net for the next 

cast, Roy Z. shouted a curse word. I 
had only heard him curse one other 
time in the 40 years we had been 
fishing together. 

The other time was when he went 
to get a live mullet out of the live 
bait box, and a very large rat snake 
was coming up out of the river onto 
the top of the bait well. 

Roy didn’t like snakes after 
what happened when he was in 
Vietnam. Asleep in his fire base 
bunker, zipped up in his sleeping 
bag, he was awakened by an Asian 
Mountain Asp (A.K.A. a two-step 
Charlie) slithering across his bare 
feet, inside his sleeping bag. 

Roy was now sitting on the dock, 
tears rolling down both cheeks, 
holding his left hand, which was 
bleeding profusely. I gave him my 
handkerchief as a pressure ban-
dage, but it was quickly saturated. 
I went upstairs and retrieved some 
wash rags. It took three saturated 
washrags to stop the bleeding. The 
leather jack laying at his feet was 
just over 2 inches long.

When he could talk, he said that 
this wound hurt as bad as anything 
he had experienced. “It feels like a 
dozen red wasps on steroids stung 

multiple times in an area that could 
be covered by a nickel.”

Roy served his country in Viet-
nam as a forward artillery observer. 
He spent a lot of time hunkered 
down in the jungle, way out in front 
of his troops, and he came home 
with four Purple Hearts and four 
Bronze Stars, but he said that the 
leather jack wound was worse than 
being wounded. 

If you are handling Shad, and you 
see a little fish with a greenish back 

instead of a black back, that has 
bluish silver sides, and does not 
have the characteristic black spot 
behind the head, do NOT pick it up 
with your hand.

Pick it up with a pair of nee-
dle-nose pliers. Otherwise, you will 
regret your introduction to a leather 
jack.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
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At its Oct. 25 meeting, the Bra-
zoria Lions Club presented $800 to 
Barrow Elementary Principal Anne 
Marie Cohea, to be distributed 
among the teachers for student 
supplies, enabling teachers to help 
needy students without dipping into 
their own wallets. 

Brazoria Lions president Tina 
Dixon is pictured on the left with 
Cohea. The Brazoria Lions Club 
meets the second and fourth 
Mondays of each month. For more 
information on the Brazoria Lions 
Club, call (979) 798-4444.

Brazoria Lions help 
teachers buy school 
supplies for students

Real pizza makers toss dough 
by hand and choose the right 
balance of spices and herbs to 
make their own sauces. Pizza is 
one of the world’s most popular 
foods, and it takes a certain 
expertise to make it well.

Real Pizza made here
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PHONE (From Page 1)
remains plugged into the USB port 
to charge, but it doesn’t, because I 
am using one of my new $20 cords 
from Amazon that won’t work with 
my iPhone. 

I don’t know why, it just says it’s 
not compatible.

 Then I’d go to voicemail to 
update the recording, and my 
phone gives a little gasp and dies. 
Or, it has just enough charge, but 
can’t find a signal.

I guess you need to record the 
voicemail before leaving home 
and then frantically answer all calls 
except spam and unknown callers. 
But what if the unknown callers are 
trying to locate you for some reason 
because they are looking for you?

Or, I can imagine some car war-
ranty people tracking me down in 
some desolate location and offering 
me water and food only if I buy their 
extended car warranty.

There is another pitfall to record-
ing a location-specific message. 
Putting that type of information 
out there before embarking on my 
hiking adventure would be a revela-
tion to my friends and family. 

“How sweet - he’s finally working 
on that cardio and getting his steps 
in,” they would think. They would 

then wait several days to check on 
me. Meanwhile, I’d be lying out on 
some desolate hiking trail, carrion 
for the buzzards and other scaven-
gers.

There is a better solution. If you 
really want to save me, tell me not 
to go. 

There is no way I could carry a 
backpack large enough to keep me 
fed and watered for several days. 
Use your knowledge and save me 
by strongly urging me not to go. 

Or, realize that the fact that I’m 
going hiking probably means I’ve 
been kidnapped. Call 911 and 
then call the FBI. Kidnapping is a 
federal, as well as a state, crime in 
Texas. I want the feds involved in a 
massive search.

Seriously, I wonder if the young 
man driving home from San Marcos 
to Houston had used this feature, 
would he be alive today? Occasion-
ally, even Facebook can do a good 
thing. 

Now would be a suitable time 
for me to learn how to change my 
voicemail message.

(Edward Forbes wants to 
hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton 
TX. 77516.)

Dickens on the Strand free tickets
The world-famous Victorian hol-

iday festival returns to Galveston 
Island Dec. 4-5, and we invite you 
to enter for a chance to enjoy it 
for one day for free. Send entries 
to: The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, 
Angleton, TX. 77516. Email 
entries to john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Fax to 1-866-844-5288. At 
least 5 winners drawn at random 
will receive 4 tickets each, a $72 
value.
One entry form per person. 

Entries must be received by 5 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 18. 

NAME___________________________________________________

ADDRESS________________________________________________

CITY___________________________ZIP_______________________

PHONE______________EMAIL_______________________________

WHERE DID YOU PICK UP THE PAPER?________________________________
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Senior Focus
Dear Rusty: Upon being let 

go in 2009 at age 65 from my full 
time job of 30 years, I immediately 
applied for Social Security for my 
wife and I to live on while seeking 
employment. Not finding anything 
full time, I ended up working part 
time for the past 9 years driving 
a school bus for an hourly wage. 
Even though my wife and I are col-
lecting Social Security, my wages 
are still being taxed for it. While I 
don’t feel this is fair, the real rub (to 
me) is the fact that my Social Secu-
rity payroll deductions for the past 
nine years do not seem to be result-
ing in an increase in the amount of 
Social Security we 
receive. Meanwhile, 
a friend, who is our 
age and a business 
owner, mentioned the amount he 
is taxed for SS as a sole proprietor 
is somehow being returned to him 
from time to time. Therefore, could 
you please explain what’s happen-
ing here and whether we are due 
some kind of adjustment? Signed: 
Working Still at 74

Dear Still Working: I cannot 
comment on your friend’s assertion 
that as a sole proprietor business 
owner his self-employment SS tax 
is somehow being “returned to him 
from time to time.” I can, however, 
tell you that the rules for business 
owners are the same as for those 
who do not own a business, except 
that a business owner pays both 
the employee and employer portion 
of Social Security employment 
taxes. 

Essentially, the only way paying 
into Social Security now (via payroll 
taxes or self-employment taxes) will 
increase your SS benefit amount is 
if your income in any recent year is 
more than your earnings in any of 
the 35 highest earning years over 
your lifetime used to compute your 
SS benefit. 

When your Social Security 
benefit was originally computed, all 
years in your lifetime earnings his-
tory through age 59 were adjusted 
for inflation and the highest earning 
35 years were selected to develop 
your “average indexed monthly 

earnings” (AIME). A formula was 
applied to your AIME to determine 
your “Primary Insurance Amount” or 
“PIA,” which is the amount you get 
if you claim benefits to start in the 
month you reach your full retire-
ment age (FRA). If you claimed at 
age 65, your SS benefit was slightly 
reduced from your PIA because you 
claimed before your FRA. 

Although you have been and are 
still working part time, and you’re 
paying into Social Security while 
doing so, your personal SS benefit 
will not increase unless your current 
earnings are more than any of 
those in the 35 years originally used 

to determine 
your benefit 
when you 
claimed. 

The inflation adjustment influ-
ences your past years’ earnings 
more than you might expect; for 
example, $50,000 earned in 1990 
would require more than $125,000 
in today’s earnings to change your 
benefit. 

Remember that your contri-
butions to Social Security while 
you are working do not go into a 
personal account for you. All who 
work are required to pay into Social 
Security, and the money paid is 
used to help pay benefits to those 
already receiving Social Security. 
And that doesn’t change when you 
start collecting SS – if you continue 
to work you must still pay Social 
Security tax and the money you 
pay goes to help pay benefits for all 
recipients.

Ask Rusty

Paying SS tax while still working

Actions Inc. gun 
raffle fundraiser

The demand for Actions Inc. 
programs has continued to grow 
during the pandemic. They have 
an ever-growing waiting list for 
home-delivered meals, and ActionS’ 
seniors need your help. 

Prior to Covid-19, the agency’s 
staff served roughly 3,000 meals 
a month with the meals on wheels 
program. The number has fluctuated 
up to 13,000 in a single month. 

Breah Knape, agency director,  
said: “It’s wonderful to see so many 
seniors are learning about our pro-
grams and reaching out to us. We 
are committed to raising the funds 
necessary to feed every single one.”

This raffle has taken the place 
for the 2020 and 2021 primary 
fundraisers. Your money will stay 
local and feed local seniors that live 
in Brazoria County. 

If you are not interested in the 
raffle, please consider spreading the 
word and sharing the information to 
help them get the word out. 

There are still plenty of tickets 
available. You can contact Actions 
via Facebook, email, snail mail, or 
in-person. Several business and 
Actions, Inc. supporters also have 
tickets on hand. Payments can be 
made through PayPal or Venmo as 
well.

Did you know that? 
• 69.8 million people received 

benefits from programs adminis-
tered by the SSA in 2020.

• 5.8 million people were newly 
awarded Social Security benefits in 
2020.

• 86% of Supplemental Secu-
rity Income recipients received 
payments because of disability or 
blindness in 2020.

• 55 was the average age of dis-
abled-worker beneficiaries in 2020.

• 55% of adult beneficiaries in 
2020 were women.
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Senior FocusSenior fun around Brazoria County 
Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Most senior centers have started 
their activity and social programs up 
again with many seniors being vac-
cinated and following shut-downs 
during the height of the Covid-19 
pandemic.

The Angleton Recreation 
Center’s Silver Hearts program 
will sponsor a Miss Silver Hearts 
Pageant on Saturday, Nov. 13, from 
2 to 4 p.m. There’s no cost to enter 
the pageant, but there will be a $5 
charge for guests at the event. 

Angleton’s activities program for 
November includes a trip to Schul-
man’s Movie Bowl Grill in Bay City 
for a movie and lunch on Wednes-
day, Nov. 17, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Cost is $15, and space is limited.

There will be a cookie decorat-
ing class on Monday, Nov. 22, and 
Monday, Dec. 20, from 10:30 a.m. 

to 1 p.m. at the Angleton Recreation 
Center. The Angry Bakers Kitchen 
will show participants how to make 
festive holiday cookies. The cost is 
$20.

Topping off November fun will be 
a Thanksgiving 
meal and social 
time. The recre-
ation center will 
provide the meat, 
and the seniors 
will bring side 
dishes. The senior 
feast will be held 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
on Wednesday, 
Nov. 24, at the 
center. 

Those inter-
ested in registering for any of these 
activities can do so in person at 
the Angleton Recreation Center or 
register online on the Parks & Rec-

reation page at www.angleton.tx.us. 
Space is limited for some activities, 
so please register early.

The senior program at Lake 
Jackson Civic Center has some 
regular activities, including games 
played on Wednesdays on Nov. 3, 
10 and 17 at 2 p.m. and yoga on 

Mondays through 
Thursdays, except 
Thanksgiving Day, 
at 8:15 a.m. A 
game of “42” domi-
noes will be played 
on Monday, Nov. 
15, at 5 p.m.

There will be a 
trip to Galveston 
on Tuesday, Nov. 
16, at 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. to tour the 
coastal city and 

see its painted turtle sculptures. 
There will be lots of walking. The 
price is $10, and space is very 
limited.

All seniors are invited to Festival 
of Lights, Lake Jackson’s annual 
public holiday celebration, on Satur-
day, Nov. 20.

Lake Jackson’s Thanksgiving 
lunch for seniors will be held on 
Monday, Nov. 22, at 11:30 a.m. 

For information about any of 
these activities, or to register for the 
trip, please call the civic center at 
(979) 415-2600.

A variety of cards, games and fun 
activities are available at Alvin’s 
Senior Citizens Center, including 
42 and 81 dominos, Mah-Jong, 
Canasta, beginning Tai-chi, and 
various fitness classes are offered.

 Hobby and craft classes, such as 
quilting, crocheting and oil painting 
and watercolor lessons, will keep 
seniors busy, while a book club, 
geneaology, musical jam sessions 
and karaoke will entertain.

There’s also breakfast and bingo 
on Thursday, Nov. 18, at 9 a.m. for 
$3 per person.

A group will leave for The 
Runway Cafe at the Texas Gulf 
Coast Regional Airport in Angleton 
at 10:45 a.m. on Wednesday, Nov. 
17, for lunch and to watch planes 
land and take off. Lunch cost will 
depend on what is ordered.

To make reservations, or for more 
information on any activities, please 
call the center at (281) 388-4298.

Questions about current Covid 
safety procedures can be learned 
by contacting the centers.

Eight

MEMORY CARE
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Keep aimed at reaching the goals 
you already have in place. It may 
be wise to avoid playing poker 
or speculating with your financial 
resources in the second part of the 
week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Whenever the opportunity arises, 
show your trustworthiness to loved 
ones, in business, or on the job. To 
sell or promote something in the 
upcoming week, you can strive to 
be unique without being outra-
geous.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The importance of making a 
good impression increases as the 
week unfolds. Your warmth and 
confidence will be noticed and 
assessed. To sell yourself, start 
with a big, friendly smile.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Don’t be surprised by someone 
who expects your best. Maintain 
high standards that will impact your 
reputation favorably. During the 
week ahead, remain willing to go 
the extra mile and spend extra time 
with loved ones.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Everything worth doing begins 
with a vision of the desired results. 
Uphold your boundaries against 
any pushback in the second half 
of the week. Someone you admire 
could seem difficult to deal with 
during upcoming negotiations.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Nothing ventured, nothing gained. 
You can move forward and spread 
your wings but attend to a few 
loose ends in the second half of 
the week. Your astute observations 
make you a valuable business 
associate and loyal friend.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Celebrate with ghosts and goblins 
for some spooky fun, but also think 
practically and make sure to have 
some plans in place. Your prepara-
tion can help a variety of situations 
improve in the week ahead.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Use your 
energy to make valuable connec-
tions and smart decisions early in 
the week. Later in the week you 
may find it frustrating and likely 
pointless to beat your head against 
a wall. If rules are laid down to be 
followed, follow them.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Act 
when the time is right. Early in 
the week the boss might overlook 
minor errors or let you take time off 
for personal errands. However, you 
might be expected to put in extra 
hours to compensate in the last half 
of the week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t 
put too many irons into the fire. 

19): Put the pedal to the metal in 
the early part of the week. By mid-
week you may be forced to apply 
the brakes and slow down. Remain 
discreet in social situations. Let it 
all hang out only with your closest 
friends.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You should focus on making your 
dreams come true in the early part 
of the week and maintain a low pro-
life during the second half. Listen 
carefully today because someone 
could offer great advice or grant a 
favor.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Don’t allow a nagging feeling that 
something essential has been 
overlooked to spoil your Halloween 
plans. Set up a practice that fills up 
your spirit as the week begins and 
make it part of your daily self-care.

Bulletin horoscope Tribune Media Services

YOU ARE INVITED TO 
OUR 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY PARTY IN 2044. 

UNTIL THEN, ENJOY THE 
BULLETIN EACH WEEK, 
AND PLEASE LET OUR 
ADVERTISERS KNOW 
THAT YOU SAW THEIR 
ADS IN THE BULLETIN.
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Close your eyes, make a wish 
and open your heart. Experience 
the warmth of the holiday season 
when you see Festival Ballet’s 
production of The Nutcracker. 

The Nutcracker returns to the 
stage Nov. 13, at 4 p.m. for the 
19th annual performance of the 
holiday classic at the Lake Jackson 
Intermediate Forum Theater, 100 
Oyster Creek Dr.

This production features 
Tchaikovsky's beloved score, as 
well as some of the most promising 
young dancers from across the 
area. The Nutcracker provides a 
performance opportunity for aspir-
ing young dancers to appear on 
stage with professional costumes 
and lighting.

The Nutcracker is a fairy-tale 
story that never fails to enchant. 
The Nutcracker fills the season 
with excitement, as it transforms 
the theater into a winter wonder-
land. “Always a wonderful story 
that never grows old”, states 
Artistic Director Deborah Rayburn, 
“a beloved holiday tradition that 
touches the hearts of young and 
old alike”.

Area dancers make The Nut-
cracker special as it will include 
some of the most promising young 
dancers from the greater Houston 
area. Open auditions were held 
in September. The opportunity to 
perform is thrilling for the young 
dancers.

Affordable ticket prices and 
up-close seats make this a top pick 
for the ultimate children’s holiday 
experience.

Tickets are available by phone at 
(832) 592-7360 or online at www.
festivalballethouston.org

‘The Nutcracker’ 
returns to Lake 
Jackson stage

DID YOU KNOW - THE NUTCRACKER

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low 
salt/low sugar meals available - call 
before 8 a.m. Take-out orders also 
available, call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up 
at 11 a.m. Transportation to the center 
available - call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 10: Mexican 
casserole, corn, pinto beans, slaw, 
cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, Nov. 11: Closed for 

Veterans breakfast.
Friday, Nov. 12: BBQ Sausage, 

rice broccoli casserole, turnip greens, 
navy beans, jello salad, cornbread, 
dessert.

Monday, Nov. 15: Frito pie, chili 
beans, hominy, peaches & cottage 
cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Tuesday, Nov. 16: Please RSVP 
- THANKSGIVING BANQUET: Turkey, 
dressing/gravy, sweet potatoes, green 
beans, fruit salad, rolls, pumpkin pie.

The origin of the Nutcracker, a classic Christmas Story, is a fairy tale ballet 
in two acts centered on a family’s Christmas Eve celebration. Alexandre 
Dumas Père’s adaptation of the story by E.T.A. Hoffmann was set to music 
by Tchaikovsky and originally choreographed by Marius Petipa. It was com-
missioned by the director of Moscow’s Imperial Theatres, Ivan Vsevolozhsky, 
in 1891, and it premiered a week before Christmas 1892. Since premiering 
in western countries in the 1940s, this ballet has become perhaps the most 
popular to be performed around Christmas time.
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Hard to rattle
6 Easy-to-read sign
10 Two-time Cy Young winner Jacob 

deGrom and teammates
14 “The Metamorphosis” author
15 Big show
16 Miami Heat coach Spoelstra
17 Gather
18 Difficult golf shot?
20 Liftoff approx.

21 Approximately
23 “__, right?!”
24 Breakfast spot for golfers?
27 Deck chair wood
28 Sports standout
32 Ophthalmology concerns
34 Dismissive sound
37 Tool that only works in water
38 Low-quality golf equipment?
42 Nœmero peque–o
43 WNBA broadcaster

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 44 Fretted fiddles
45 Easygoing folks
48 Desk set
49 Golf simulator shot?
55 State in two time zones
58 Wide variety
59 Italian diminutive suffix
60 Place to meet single golfers?
62 Soup veggies
64 Sporty Camaro
65 “That Is NOT a Good __!”: Mo 

Willems children’s book
66 Food pkg. info
67 Like dungeons, typically
68 Support at sea
69 Makes more bearable

Down
1 Made tracks?
2 Non __: not so much, in music
3 One working a security detail, 

perhaps
4 Mike and __: candy
5 “Fast & Furious” staple
6 Indira Gandhi’s father
7 __ change
8 Harpo Productions CEO
9 Go-ahead
10 German chancellor since 2005
11 “The Night Circus” novelist Mor-

genstern
12 Record for later
13 Slant
19 Pickle herb
22 HP product
25 Nerdy type
26 Stable supply
29 Top choices
30 Fidel’s successor
31 Golf balls, e.g.
32 Salacious stuff
33 Lilliputian
34 Indian VIPs
35 Clotheshorse
36 First answer in the first-ever 

published crossword
39 Polite assent
40 All of us
41 POTUS, per Article II, Section 2
46 Payment option
47 Uncultured one
48 Soup veggie
50 __ Express: fast-food chain
51 Impulses
52 Pick up the tab
53 Dazzled
54 Formally records, as a golf score
55 “Look what __!”
56 Uber CEO Khosrowshahi
57 Oodles
61 Asset in darts
63 Mauna __ 
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

MOOSE  MOUSE  HORSE  CAMEL  HYENA  ZEBRA  KOALA  TIGER
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christians turn to the Bible for wisdom
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: How can a person learn to 
“enjoy” the Bible and encourage 
others to read it? - B.I.

A: For the Christian, learning 
to enjoy the Bible is to open the 
Word of God and read His truth. 
Almighty God communicates with 
His people through prayer and the 
richness of His Word; this is the 
secret to learning how to walk with 
the Lord every day. It becomes 
a joy to wake up in the morning 
and know He is with us, no matter 
what the day has in store.

The Christian finds joy in 
looking back at the end of the 
day to marvel at how God guided 
and directed. Then to think about 
God’s love and mercy, and to 
dwell upon all the good things He 
has done, brings us to the point of 
thankfulness and praise for Him 
alone. 

Even when circumstances have 
been hard or the way unclear, we 
know that God has surrounded us 
with His fellowship and comfort. 
His hope and peace fill the hearts 
of God’s people.

Turning to the Bible every day 
brings strength and wisdom. Its 
words have seen believers in 
Christ through good times and 
bad - through times of happiness 

and grief, health and sickness, 
victory and disappointment. God’s 
Word can do the same for others 
if they will surrender their hearts 
to Him.

For those who are new to the 
Christian faith, turning to the book 
of John in the New Testament 
is a good place to start. “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the 
Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. He was in the begin-
ning with God” (John 1:1-2). He 
- Jesus Christ - is the Word, and 
those who read His truths will be 
blessed.

Chasing the Creator

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

The West Columbia Church of Christ has a website, and you are invited to visit it as often as you can.  The 
address to the site is as follows:

http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com
When you visit our website you will find many study resources available for your use and all of it is complete-

ly free of charge. Every Bible study that you find on the page, whether articles, short tracts, or study outlines, are 
in .pdf format, which means all computers can read and download the material.

Feel free to download and print the lessons for a more leisurely study or read and study them from your com-
puter.  The only thing we urge is that you always study each with your Bible to ensure that you are reading the 
truth. We would never publish anything we didn’t believe is the truth, but you are responsible to verify the truth 
with your own Bible.       Man’s words written on a computer or a piece of paper have no value for your soul, but 
the word of God is what will save you (John 17:17; 8:32; 2 Peter 1:3; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).

If you have any questions about the Bible, please call the number supplied in this Bulletin and on the website.

Visit Our Website!

Christmas fair an excuse to indulge in heavenly pizza
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Fort Bend County was holding a 
“Home for the Holidays” Christmas 
fair.

We felt this may appease some 
of the missed memories of 2020 
and fill our day. Although I did have 
an ulterior motive. Several weeks 
prior we had another brilliant idea to 
fill our day with antique shopping in 
Rosenberg.

It was then that 
we happened 
upon a newly opened shop where 
the pizza was so amazing that I’ve 
lamented (not quite Old Testament 
Lamentations) what was an accept-
able time before suggesting another 
trip. It has come.

We dressed and headed to the 
fair in Rosenberg. We walked the 
three buildings at the fairgrounds 
and met vendors offering their 
amazing creative talents - for which 
I may add, I have none.

Then my apprehension began to 
mount that the pizza memory may 
be one that bought stock in the “my 
fish was this big” exchange.

We headed downtown to Edible 
Candy Bites Sweets & Eats on 3rd 
Street, and once again, we were 
transported to a different time and 
place. The antique building has 16-ft 
wooden ceilings, brick walls and a 
full glass front straight out of down-
town New York.

We were greeted by one of the 
owners who looked as if he just 
stepped off Duck Dynasty, minus 
the camo and bandana. I’m quite 
certain he smiles a lot because his 
eyes sparkle. 

I was there for the pizza with the 
distinctive smell softly billowing from 
the open kitchen and propelling me 
toward the vintage brass cash regis-
ter to place my order and finding an 

open table. 
The crowd 

thinned out, and 
both owners, Sean and AnnaMaria 
Paty, accepted our invitation to join 
us. We learned they are recent 
Texans who had been corporate 
executives in Florida and lost their 
positions due to Covid.

My obvious question was, what 
led them to Texas? 

They said an unexpected door 
opened from a business they had 
helped launch in Florida that had 
entered the Texas market and 
wanted their expertise here. They 
packed up their belongings, two 
sons and  came over.

Our conversation trended toward 
the beginnings of the Edible Candy 
Bites Sweets & Eats. They shared 
their rich Italian heritage, his from 
Florida and hers from New York, 
and their son’s Crohn’s diagnosis 
that propelled them into the devel-
opment of a CBD product.

AnnaMaria is clearly the Willy 

Wonka at Edible Candy Bites 
Sweets & Eats, and Sean is the 
expert in customer service. I was 
curious how they had captured 
the unusual crisp and chewy pizza 
crust. AnnaMaria said the humidity 
in this area was a factor in getting 
the crust exactly right. Once they 
had that down, it still takes a labo-
rious two-day process to prepare 
the crust and the pizza sauce. The 
pizza comes by the slice or whole, 
and both are freshly prepared when 
ordered.

Pizza is just one of the offer-
ings on the menu. The subs and 
desserts are amazing. One of the 
desserts, I won’t venture a pronun-
ciation, Sfogliatelle, is made with 
layers of pastry and filled with a 
semolina and ricotta filling. My hus-
band’s favorite is the brownie, which 
we learned is an exclusive recipe of 
their culinary trained son.

As we were leaving, we were 
pleased to meet their other son, an 
associate youth pastor. We were 
not in the least surprised to discover 
they had birthed two sons who 
nourish others - one the body and 
the other the soul.

AnnaMaria’s Great Aunt’s 
Almond Biscotti recipe.

Ingredients
1 Cup White Sugar
1 Cup Brown Sugar
2 Cups All-purpose Flour
1 Teaspoon Baking Powder

1/8 Teaspoon Cinnamon
3 Tablespoons Soft Unsalted 

Butter
3 Cups Whole Almonds
2 Beaten Eggs
Zest of 1 Small Lemon
1 Beaten Egg mixed with 1 Table-

spoon Water, for egg wash
Directions 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
F. Combine: brown sugar, white 
sugar, flour, cinnamon, baking 
powder, butter, and almonds in a 
large mixing bowl. On low speed, 
add beaten eggs and vanilla. Mix 
just until dough is incorporated.

Put dough on a floured surface. 

Cut in half. Roll each piece into a 
medium size log. Place on a parch-
ment lined cookie sheet. Flatten 
each log slightly with your palm of 
the hand. Lightly brush the top of 
each log with egg wash. Bake for 
25 minutes or until firm to touch. 
Remove from the oven. Cut dough 
diagonally into biscotti. For harder 
biscotti, return to a 300-degree F 
oven until sufficiently dry. (About 15 
minutes should do the trick).

Sprinkle with powdered sugar.
(To contact Shirley, please send 

emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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Laurel Kelly
Mayo Clinic News Network

November is Pancreatic 
Cancer Awareness Month, which 
makes this a good time to learn 
more about the risk factors for 
pancreatic cancer and what you 
can do to keep yourself safe.

More than 60,000 people in 
the U.S. will be diagnosed with 
pancreatic cancer this year, and 
more than 48,000 people will 
die of the disease, according to 
the American Cancer Society. 
Pancreatic cancer is the third 
leading cause of cancer death in 
the U.S.

Pancreatic cancer begins in 
the tissues of your pancreas - 
an organ in your abdomen that 
lies behind the lower part of 
your stomach. Your pancreas 
releases enzymes that aid diges-
tion and produce hormones that 
help manage your blood sugar.

Several types of growths can 

occur in the pancreas, including 
cancerous and noncancerous 
tumors. The most common 
type of cancer that forms in the 
pancreas is pancreatic ductal 
adenocarcinoma, which begins in 
the cells that line the ducts that 
carry digestive enzymes out of 
the pancreas.

Signs and symptoms of pan-
creatic cancer often don’t occur 
until the disease is advanced. 
This means the disease is rarely 
detected at its early stages when 
it’s most curable.

Factors that can increase your 
risk of pancreatic cancer include:

• Smoking.
• Diabetes.
• Chronic inflammation of the 

pancreas, or pancreatitis.
• Family history of genetic syn-

dromes that can increase cancer 
risk, including a BRCA2 gene 
mutation, Lynch syndrome and 
familial atypical mole malignant 

melanoma syndrome.
• Family history of pancreatic 

cancer.
• Obesity.
• Older age, as most people 

are diagnosed after 65.
While some of these risk fac-

tors are out of your control, here 
are some lifestyle choices you 
can make to reduce your risk:

• Stop smoking: If you smoke, 
try to stop. Talk to your health 
care provider about strategies to 
help you stop, including support 
groups, medications and nicotine 
replacement therapy. If you don’t 
smoke, don’t start.

• Maintain a healthy weight: If 
you are at a healthy weight, work 
to maintain it. If you need to lose 
weight, aim for a slow, steady 
weight loss - 1 to 2 pounds a 
week. Combine daily exercise 
with a diet rich in vegetables, fruit 
and whole grains with smaller 
portions to help you lose weight.

• Choose a healthy diet: A diet 
full of colorful fruits and vege-
tables and whole grains may 
reduce your risk of cancer.


