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Playing musical 
wheelchairs 

with Medicare
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

It has been almost four months 
since my wheelchair broke down, 
and I began the process of having 
Medicare replace it. 

So I was excited when I received 
a letter in the mail. It was from CMS 

telling me it had received my ADMC 
and approved my DME. 

Got all that? Only the government 
could write such an obtuse, acro-
nym-filled letter. I needed urgency; I 
was getting gobbledygook.  

Turns out the CMS is the Centers 
for Medicare and Medicaid Services, 
a 6,000-employee agency that 
administers Medicare and works 
with states to administer Medicaid 

The View from My Seat

LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • JONES CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

(Continued on Page 6)

(Continued on Page 5)

© 2020© 2020

November 10, 2020November 10, 2020
Our 27th Year of PublishingOur 27th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407(979) 849-5407
mybulletinnewspaper.commybulletinnewspaper.com

PLEASE PLEASE 
TAKE ONETAKE ONE

FREEFREEBulletinBulletinTheThe
WeeklyWeekly

I have arrived at 
the pearly gates 

of Medicare

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
Tips on how to 
take care of a 

cloth mask
SEE CENTERFOLD

Are you suffering 
from a cold, flu 

or Covid-19?
SEE PAGE 10

SUPPORT SMALL 
BUSINESSES

SHOP LOCALLY

By John Toth
The Bulletin

There comes a time in everyone’s 
life when we say goodbye to expen-
sive private health insurance plans 
and jump over to Medicare.

I have managed to stay pretty 
healthy while paying for an insur-
ance plan that I hardly used. But if I 
pulled out and something expensive 
happened, I would have gone broke. 
So, I considered it money well 
spent.

Now I have something better 
-  Medicare. Yes, I made it to that 
golden segment of my life.

Facebook even found out that I’m 
at that stage because I am getting 
ads for different plans for Medicare 
Advantage. I didn’t even know what 
that was at first.

A lot of people have been email-
ing me about it, and my mailbox has 
been loaded with different compa-
nies offering their plans. How do 
these people know that I am at the 
golden years stage? I have hardly 
acknowledged it, and I definitely 
didn’t tell anyone.

Ramblings

James Rogerson of Angleton, left, MSR Houston director, congratulates his grandson, Riley Salyer, middle, 
upon winning the national B-spec race at the Sports Car Club of America’s Runoffs in October. To the right 
is Chris Salyer, Riley’s father, and son of James Rogerson. The race was a family venture. See story on 
Page 11.

Like grandfather, like father, like son: The racing trio

(Continued on Page 10)

Drifting, fishing 
with son in 

Chrismas Bay
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

In a previous column I recounted 
fishing in Christmas Bay with my 
son back in the day and catching 
a monster of a ray that must have 

been 6-feet long. It’s size and weight 
forced us to cut the line and let 
“Jaws” live to fight another day. It 
was also getting late, and we were 
tired. 

The rest of our father-son fishing 
weekend wasn’t that adventurous, 
but it provided an opportunity for 

Memories are made of this
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Masks required during class
Covid protocols enforced

Sweeny Community Feast to serve Thanksgiving dinners
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

This year marks the 10th 
anniversary of the annual Sweeny 
Community Feast, but the early 
Thanksgiving dinner, usually host-
ing a large crowd in the Sweeny 
Elementary cafeteria, will continue 
as a drive-through operation, due 
to Covid-19.

Organizer Agatha Sanchez of 
Sweeny will not be deterred from 
providing her community with some 
version of the event, so instead of 
serving a cafeteria full of people, 

volunteers will be passing out plates 
at a drive-through operation at the 
back of Sweeny Elementary, located 
at 709 Sycamore St.

The event will be held on Sunday, 
Nov. 15, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

 Volunteers will be wearing masks 
to protect all participating. Sweeny 
Community Hospital is providing 
guidance with observing Covid-19 
protocol for a safe operation, said 
Sanchez.

 Those residents wanting to pick 
up dinners should approach the 
school from 7th Street, she said, 

and go through the line at the back 
of the school. There will be signs 
directing drivers where to go.

Another important part of the 
operation is providing dinners to 
shut-ins, whether they are elderly, 
afraid to venture outside because of 
the virus, or perhaps they can not 
drive.

 Bianca Cunningham will be 
delivering the meals, and those 
who would like to request a delivery 
can call her at (979) 709-9138, 
although she will be trying to contact 

Classes to star soon



prohibited from using “9” endings, 
a number reserved for the emperor, 
says Parsa. Instead, many prices 
there end in “8,” the next highest 
digit. They also don’t use “4,” con-
sidered an unlucky number. For this 
last stop, then, you may well have 
boarded a jet to dine far, far from 
home.

Shaky ground
Q. Earthquakes have been 

known to rubble a city in seconds. 
Has quicksand ever swallowed a 
metropolis whole?

A. The two in fact can work 
together, as happened when a 1964 
earthquake in Japan produced 
wholesale liquefaction of a sandy 
area in the city of Niigata, causing 
apartment blocks to subside and 
fall over, while remaining more or 
less intact, says Roger Suthren, 
geologist at Oxford Brookes Uni-
versity, Headington, Oxford, United 
Kingdom.

Long ago, a couple of Egyptian 
cities were apparently built on 
unstable, wet ground on the Nile 
delta, and eventually slid out to sea, 
as described by “New Scientist” 
magazine. “Their remains were 
discovered recently offshore,” says 
Suthren.

Liquefaction occurs when 
water-saturated sandy soil near 
the ground surface is shaken and 
temporarily acts like quicksand. 
Together with landslides, this is a 
common secondary earthquake 
hazard, reports “Business Wire.”

To observe the process in minia-
ture, suggests environmental fluid 
dynamicist David Pritchard of the 
University of Cambridge, England, 
fill a jar half full of water and half of 
fine sand, seal and let the mix set 
to firmness. Now open, and gently 
“seat” a few coins on the surface; 
then bang the side of the glass with 
a knife. The vibration (earthquake) 
will sink the coins (cities).
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Why aren’t we perfect?
Q. If we humans have been 

evolving for millions of years, why 
aren’t we perfect by now? When will 
we be?

A. Natural selection cannot pro-
duce perfection, with us, seals, pea-
cocks, anything, say Neil Campbell 
and Jane Reece in “Biology”:

Reason #1. What went before 
limits what can happen now. Nature 
cannot scrap ancestral anatomy and 
start anew, but must adapt using 
longstanding forms. For example, 
our common, excruciating back 
problems result in part from the  
incompatibility of the human upright 
posture imposed on an anatomy of 
four-legged ancestors.

#2. Each organism must do many 
varied things, such as seals sunning 
themselves on rocks where flippers 
make for terrible locomotion, then 
swimming with those marvelously 
adapted paddles. Human hands and 
limbs too are a wonder of versatility 
and athleticism, but by the same 
token are prone to sprains, torn 
ligaments, dislocations.

#3. Chance affects the gene pool 
more than was once believed, such 
as winds blowing insects to another 
place, and not just those best suited 
to the new environment.

#4. Even if the fittest survive to 
pass on their genes, “they are only 
better-than specimens, not the ideal 
best.”

On the other hand, culture CAN 
be perfected - work on it!

Pricing traditions
Q. Looking at the restaurant 

menu, you note many prices ending 
in “99.” Where are you?  Next place 
you stop, the prices more often end 
in “00.” Later - maybe a lot later - 
you see menu prices ending with an 
“8,” never a “9” or a “4.” That’s odd.  
Where in the world are you now?

A. Price endings of “99” are 
called “odd-pricing,” or “just below 
pricing,” commonly used in North 
America to connote price-discount-
ing or bargain items, says Ohio 
State University hospitality manage-
ment professor H. G. Parsa.

So, in the first instance you’d 
likely be at a fast-food (quick-ser-
vice) restaurant, then at your next 
stop a full-service family restaurant 
or an institutional dining setting. 
Consumers associate prices ending 
in “00” or “55” with quality, and 
“99” with value, says Parsa. These 
effects can be deliberate or subtle, 
influencing choice of restaurant or 
item selections.

Europeans and Asians mostly 
don’t odd-price on their menus. The 
Chinese have for centuries been 

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please 

tell your friends 
about us or pick 

up extra copies for 
them. Please let our 

advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.

Things about weather that will amaze you
• The biggest clouds are cumulonimbus, climbing up to 6 miles high and 

holding up to half a million tons of water.
 • The largest hailstone recorded fell on April 14,1986 in Bangladesh, 

weighing 2.25lbs. The hailstorm reportedly killed 92 people.
 • A single snowstorm can drop 40 million tons of snow, carrying the 

energy equivalent to 120 atom bombs.
 • Thunderstorms can generate gusts of wind that can develop additional 

thunderstorms 100 miles away.

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

STEAK
FINGER
BASKET

$710

WITH
CRISPY FRIES
TEXAS TOAST

CREAM GRAVY
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING

The Angleton Alumni Association 
will have a special drive-through 
sale of their latest cookbook at 
noon on Sunday, Nov. 15, in the 
circle drive at 1800 Downing Road 
in front of the History Center. Books 
are $15 and there will be curb 
service.

The book, “Angleton is Always 
In Our Hearts,” is full of holiday 
recipes and nostalgic memories 
contributed by alumni. To add even 
more nostalgia, events are featured 
that happened during holidays 
past - football playoffs, band trips to 
California and New York, Goodfel-
lows, Southside Cajun Christmas 
and much more.

This is the third book published 
by the Alumni Association.

“Our second book was so 
popular we had three printings,” 
said Alumni board member Linda 
Winder. “Many people were buying 
them for Christmas gifts so we 
decided to do one more with a hol-
iday theme. Even if the pandemic 
changes things this year, readers 
can enjoy reminiscing of holidays 
past.”

Books may also be picked up at 
the History Center on Wednesday 
afternoons (979-864-8015) and 
may be ordered on-line at anglet-
onalumni.org .

Profits help fund alumni schol-
arships, the Memorial Garden and 
History Center, and alumni events.

Angleton Alumni 
Assoc. selling 

cookbooks Nov. 10
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

HERE’S THE 411 on the 
UFO: A man, who stole a pickup 
truck parked at a convenience 
store in Salt Lake City, told arrest-
ing officers that he took it because 
he needed to rendezvous with 
alien diplomats who were waiting 
for him. 

AND I STILL HAVE TO 
CLEAN UP HIS MESS: The 
chief administrator of the village of 
Povalikhino in rural Russia asked 
the woman who cleans his office 
to run against him in last month’s 
election to ensure the minimum 
requirement of two candidates on 
the ballot. She won in a landslide, 
62% to 34%. 

I TOLD YOU NEVER TO 
BORROW MY CLOTHES: 
Two drunk women, one of them 
undressed, were arrested for fight-
ing on the front lawn of a home in 
University Heights, Ohio. 

YOU MUST REALLY LOVE 
HER: A man booked a helicopter 
in Belgium and then threatened 
the pilot with a replica handgun 

in mid-flight in an effort to break 
his girlfriend out of Berkendaal 
women’s prison in Brussels. But 
the pilot was unable to land in the 
courtyard. So the guy, who threw 
up five times, gave up and ordered 
the pilot to fly him to to Hélé-
cine, where the getaway car was 
waiting, Also, he had rented the 
helicopter under his real name. 

POLLY WANTS A ##%&@: 
Five African grey parrots have 
been removed from public view 
at England’s Lincolnshire Wildlife 
Park for swearing at visitors. 

AND I HAVE THE EVI-
DENCE TO PROVE IT: A man 
played a stupid joke on a relative 
who was boarding a plane at 
Whangārei Airport in New Zealand, 
saying the relative had a bomb 
in his luggage, causing him to be 
kicked off the flight. The prankster 
was hauled into court, where his 
own lawyer said he was “an idiot.” 

WE HAVE NOWHERE TO 
GO BUT UP: A man, preparing 
to propose to his girlfriend, filled 

the living room of their apartment 
in Sheffield, England, with about 
100 small candles and roughly 60 
balloons, had a bottle of Chianti 
chilling and nonstop romantic 
music playing. When he went out 
to pick her up, the place caught 
fire. She said “yes” anyway. 

DO I GET THE JOB OR 
NOT!?: A woman, who did not 
have an appointment, went to 
a business considering her for 
employment in Beachwood, Ohio, 
for a background check. She 
became furious that she would 
not be seen, began to scream 
obscenities and was arrested for 
menacing. 

WHAT!? THEY DON’T 
LEAVE ALL THE MONEY 
HERE AT NIGHT?: A man stole 
cash registers from businesses in 
Montgomery County, N.Y., late at 
night. The registers had less than 
$5 in them.

SORRY, HON, I’M GOING 
WITH THE STUD: A man in 
the village of Zimunya in eastern 
Zimbabwe, loaned his wife to his 
brother-in-law in exchange for 
food, booze and school fees for 
their kids. Unfortunately for him, 
the wife said she now prefers the 
brother-in-law. The husband has 
appealed the matter to the village 
chief.

To ensure  timely delivery, place your order 
now for your holiday tamales (pork/chicken) (regular/spicy)

1 dozen $14.95 + tax

Orders (received and paid in full) placed by Nov. 16
will receive 5% off total purchase. Deadline to place

an order is Nov. 20. Happy Holidays.

Sweeny Thanksgiving Feast overcomes pandemic obstacles, plans drive-through plates, deliveries
(Continued from Page 1)

• Some crows in Japan are known to drop walnuts on pedestrian cross-
walks, wait for cars to crack the nuts by running them over, and then wait 
until the next light to safely eat the cracked nuts.

• Using your non-dominant hand for mundane tasks (ex: eating cereal, 
opening doors, etc.) for two weeks can improve your self-control. Learning to 
regulate impulsive responses is no different than learning a new skill.

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

most of last year’s participants who 
requested deliveries.

The dinner and the deliveries are 
designed for residents within the 
Sweeny ISD geographical school 
boundaries, Sanchez said.

 “I hope we bless you, because 
that’s what it’s all about,” she 
added.

In the past, about 1,500 meals 
have been served, and last year 
234 shut-in meals were delivered.

“It takes 65 turkeys to make this 
happen,” said Sanchez. Donations 
from local businesses and civic 

groups help to pay for the turkeys 
and some hams from the local gro-
cery store, which gives her a good 
price, she said.

 The Jones River cook-off team 
from Jones Creek stays up all night 
the night before the event, smoking 
the turkeys, she noted.

Thirty two churches are par-
ticipating this year, providing the 
side dishes, which includes green 
beans, corn, rolls and cakes for 
dessert. She said the volunteers 
try to make the meal taste home-
cooked. A bottle of water will be 
included this year with each meal.

“It’s a lot of work, but it’s worth it,” 
said Sanchez.

In the past, some of the shut-in 
residents they have helped have 
sent the organizers a thank you 
note or a cake in return for the 
turkey dinner. 

Another time a lady who didn’t 
request a delivery was so touched 
that she cried when her dinner was 
delivered and asked how they knew 
she needed a meal.

For information about the feast, 
or to make a donation, please con-
tact Agatha Sanchez at (979)201-
2144.

Jones River Cookers stay up all night to get ready for the annual feast.

There won’t be a serving line this year, as shown in this photo from 2019.
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Prices Good Thru 11-17-2020

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson Heck, it seems like it was just 
yesterday when I got married, my 
kids were born, and we were stand-
ing in a mile-long line in 95-degree 
heat at Disney World to get on a 
90-second ride. The Toths knew 
how to have family fun.

It wasn’t that long since I coached 
my kids in all kinds of sports that I 
never played, except for soccer on 
a recreational level. That means 
that everyone else was playing, and 
I was recreating on the sidelines, 
waiting to be called in to play.

Once that happened, my duty 
was to pass the ball to someone - 
hopefully on our team - who knew 
what to do with it.

Oh, how I miss the days of being 
a youthful father/coach on the Little 
League field guessing at strikes and 
balls behind the plate, wearing a 
mask through which I could hardly 
see. And on the field, when it was 
time to make a call on a close play. 
The kid could have been out or 
safe, depending on how and from 
where you looked at it.

How I relished the days when the 
kids got old enough to play with paid 
umpires.

Where have all those days gone, 
and many more? I was wondering 
this while going through the different 
Medicare Advantage plans. This 
is more complicated than trying to 

keep five kids on the basketball 
court from bunching all together.

There are some pretty good plans 
- free gym memberships, transpor-
tation, vitamins. Where have you 
been all my life? I have arrived, 
baby. Give me some of those silver 
sneakers.

It was a little hard to maneuver 
through the Medicare sign-up 
requirements. I first had to sign up 
for Medicare Part A and B through 
Social Security, then wait for my 
Medicare card to arrive in the mail 
before I could look for a Medicare 
Advantage plan.

That’s where the research bogs 
down, because many companies 
want your business. But it’s worth 
the time to really dig into it and find 
one with zero premiums (other than 

what Medicare charges).
No, Medicare isn’t really free. 

You get to pay monthly premiums, 
which are deducted from the Social 
Security payments.

“But I am not retiring yet,” I told 
the very friendly and patient Social 
Security representative on the 
phone. 

“Oh, don’t worry. We’ll send you a 
bill,” she said.

I wasn’t really worried.
So, dear reader, to some of you, 

this is old hat. You have been there 
and done that. But I hope that it 
helps others who are just starting 
through the maze. Oh, yes. One 
more thing: Don’t call balls and 
strikes at Little League games. 
You’ll throw out your lower back, 
like I did.

The years flew by, and here I am holding my Medicare card
(Continued from Page 1)

and the Children’s Health Insurance 
Program. 

Let me be clear: I am a big fan of 
Medicare. The government program 
has treated me well. Because of my 
disability, I am sure I have gotten 
more out of it than I paid into it. 

But sometimes you just have to 
wonder.

After reading the first paragraph 
of the letter, I deciphered that the 
agency was informing me that it had 
received my Advanced Determina-
tion of Medicare Coverage (that’s 
the aforementioned ADMC) from 
the wheelchair company and had 
approved the request for my Dura-
ble Medical Equipment (that’s the 
DME).

So far, so good. It seemed a new 
chair was in the near future.

I sighed with relief since I was 
still rolling in my broken wheelchair 
and was afraid my jerry-rigged 
repairs would not last much longer.  
The seat cushion was being held 
in place by radiator hose clamps 
and resting on a kitchen tray for 
reinforcement. 

I hear ominous creaking sounds 
every time I transfer into the chair.  
And my wife wants her tray back. 

I had done everything Medicare 
required as fast as getting the nec-
essary appointments allowed. 

As required, my doctor had 

signed a form saying the wheelchair 
was “medically necessary.”  That’s 
progress, I guess. Medicare now 
knows that I haven’t been faking it 
for eight years. 

As required, specialists at the 
wheelchair company had done an 
evaluation and determined the kind 
of wheelchair needed for my partic-
ular disability and my 6’5” frame.  It 
turned out, not surprisingly, I needed 
a chair exactly like the one I have 
been using.

My excitement about the possi-
bility of getting a new chair quickly 
was tempered when I read the 
second paragraph.

“This decision does not provide 
assurance that the beneficiary 
meets Medicare eligibility require-
ments,” the letter read.  “Only upon 
submission of a complete claim can 
the DME MAC (that’s the Dura-
ble Medical Equipment Medicare 
Administrator Contractor) make a 
full and complete claim.”

Was I getting a new chair or not?
Further reading and some 

research clarified matters, but only 
a little bit.

Apparently, the government has 
determined I do, in fact, need a 
wheelchair, but details still need to 
be agreed upon. Details such as: Do 
I need a seatbelt? What kind of seat 
cushion is needed? Or what kind of 
tires do I want? And, of course, how 

much will Medicare pay? 
Complicating matters, the letter 

noted that my wheelchair company 
had also made a mistake in follow-
ing the HCPCS (that’s the Health-
care Common Procurement Coding 
System.) 

 The type of hand rims used to 
roll the chair were listed under an 
incorrect or invalid code.

The letter concluded that the 
MAE (that’s Mobility Assistive Equip-
ment) and NCD (National Coverage 
Determination) were utilized in 
making decisions on my wheelchair.  

Sounds like a modern-day base-
ball game with analytics dictating 
decisions.

Although the process is frustrat-
ing, in some ways I don’t begrudge 
the government being strict. The 
General Accounting Office esti-
mates that improper payments for 
Medicare amounted to $52 billion 
in 2017.

Those improper payments may 
have meant somebody really need-
ing the help didn’t get it. That could 
be me - or you - someday. 

But a little more empathy, a little 

more urgency, and less bureaucratic 
jargon would be helpful. 

The letter ended on this imper-
sonal note:

Sincerely,
CGS, DME MAC Jurisdiction C
Advance Determination of Medi-

care Coverage Reviewer 
Why do I feel I won’t be getting 

my new chair ASAP?
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516) 

Winding my way through the Medicare acronyms, wondering if I’ll get a new wheelchair
(Continued from Pagee 1)

MOTORMOUTH: Turn down the noise, change that oil 
By Bob Weber
Chicago Tribune

Q: I would like to get your 
opinion on noise pollution on our 
streets and roads. There was a 
time in my youth when loud pipes 
on cycles and vehicles were 
illegal and given citations for mod-
ifying exhaust systems. 

Today loud noise is getting 
worse, and why should a guy with 
his family sitting in his backyard 
with a cold one have to listen to 
his windows rattle because some 
people are so inconsiderate with 
loud exhaust?

M.W., Summerfield, Fla.

A: Not only loud pipes, but boom-
ing bass can drive you nuts. Yes, 
there are issues about disturbing 
the peace, but law enforcement’s 
hands are tied. How loud is too 
loud? 

The officer’s subjective opinion 
will not hold up in court unless there 
is some sort of proof. 

There are very few ordinances 
that state a standard sound level as 
measured at a standard distance 
from the tailpipe. Personally, I like 
noise cancelling headphones so I 
can enjoy my music with my cold 
one.

Q: I can give you a good reason 

NOT to skip oil changes. My dad 
had an auto repair shop nearly 
all my life. A friend of mine had a 
car that quit on him at our office. 
My dad towed it into his shop. 
He found so much gunk in (the 
engine) that he had a terrible time 
cleaning it all out. 

When he asked my friend when 
was the last time he changed the 
oil, my friend’s reply was “You 
mean we’re supposed to change 
oil?” He had never done so in all 
the time he owned that car.

M.M., Crest Hill, Ill.
A: As Marvel Comics legend, 

Stan Lee declared: “Nuff said.”



Mask up, social distance, wash your hands frequently, avoid crowds

Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"
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Or, locally, call 979-341-9322

Mayo Clinic News Network
Wearing a cloth mask in public 

to help slow the spread of the 
virus that causes COVID-19 is 
recommend by the Centers for the 
Disease Control and Prevention and 
required by many business estab-
lishments.

Here is how to do it correctly.
These tips are adapted from the 

CDC guidance on how to wear and 

care for a cloth mask:
How to wear cloth face  cov-

erings?
Cloth face coverings should:
— Fit snugly but comfortably 

against the side of the face.
— Be secured with ties or ear 

loops.
— Include multiple layers of 

fabric.
— Allow for breathing without 

restriction.
— Be able to be laundered and 

machine dried without damage or 
change to shape.
How often should cloth face 
coverings be washed or oth-

erwise cleaned?
Cloth face coverings should be 

routinely washed depending on the 
frequency of use. Mayo Clinic rec-
ommends that cloth face coverings 
be washed after every day of use.

How do I store my cloth 
mask?

Masks should not be placed in 
pockets for later use. To store or 
transport, carefully fold the mask so 
the contaminated outside is folded 
inward and against itself. Place in 
clean or new paper bag, and per-
form hand hygiene.

How can I safely clean a 
cloth face covering?

Machine washing or hand wash-
ing should suffice to properly wash 
a cloth face covering with regular 
laundry detergent. Mayo Clinic rec-
ommends a 'hot' water temperature 
for washing face coverings.

How do I safely remove a 
used cloth face covering?
When removing a cloth face cov-

ering, be careful not to touch your 
eyes, nose or mouth, and perform 
hand hygiene immediately after 

removing.
For more information and all your 

COVID-19 coverage, go to the Mayo 
Clinic News Network and mayoc-
linic.org.

Tips on how to wear, care for your cloth mask and help keep yourself safeFlu vaccine will not interfere with Covid-19 vaccine, says Mayo Clinic doctor
Mayo Clinic News Network

The race toward a vaccine for 
COVID-19 continues as multiple 
clinical trials are in the end stages of 
testing. While the wait for that vac-
cine continues, experts are urging 
people to get vaccinated for another 
infectious disease - influenza. 

While there have been questions 

about whether the flu vaccine could 
affect the effectiveness of a potential 
COVID-19 vaccine, Dr. Gregory 
Poland, a Mayo Clinic virologist 
and vaccine expert, said there’s no 
evidence this would happen.

“I think what they’re asking 
about is a phenomenon called ‘viral 
interference,” (which is) the idea 
that if you have two viruses or two 
vaccines, do you in some way inter-
fere with the immune response? We 
have no evidence of that,” said Dr. 

Poland. “What we do have evidence 
of is that influenza alone — and it 
can be unpredictable — sickens 
tens of millions of people in the U.S. 
every year, hospitalizes hundreds of 
thousands and kills tens of thou-
sands.”

He continued: “The other thing 
we know from two studies ... of 
well over 20,000 people is that 
simultaneous infection with COVID 
and influenza doubled the death 
rate. So getting your flu vaccine 

is important on multiple levels. It 
appears to lower — not increase — 
the mortality experience of people 
who get simultaneously infected. 
It decreases symptomatology. It 
decreases the surge in demand on 
the medical system. It decreases the 
anxiety somebody is naturally going 
to have in the midst of a pandemic 
over, ‘What to do these respiratory 
symptoms represent for me?’ And 
while they’re waiting to get a COVID 
test back, which might be several 
days, they’re in isolation, they can’t 
go to work, they’re separated from 
their family members, so the easiest 
thing in the world to do is take 
influenza off the table by getting the 
flu vaccine.”

Dr. Poland said getting vaccinated 
for the flu and getting vaccinated as 
early as possible is an important, 
safe and effective thing everybody 
can do. 

The Centers for Disease Preven-
tion and Control recommends that 
everyone over the age of 6 months 
get vaccinated for the flu each year. 
This season, along with the inject-
able vaccine, the flu mist is also an 
option where available to those who 
qualify.

For more information and all your 
COVID-19 coverage, go to the Mayo 
Clinic News Network and mayoc-
linic.org.

Masks work this well...
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Thank you, Angleton
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1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

A trio of racers recently competed 
in the subcompact B-Spec class at 
the Road America track in Elkhart 
Lake, Wisconsin, and they had 
more in common than a zest for 
racing cars.

For James Rogerson of Angleton, 
director of MSR Houston, and Chris 
and Riley Salyer, both of Longview, 
Texas, there was a family connec-
tion.

 These three of the 25 racers 
on the track represented three 
generations competing in the same 
challenge.

According to Rogerson, his 
grandson, Riley, thought it would be 
a great idea if his father and grand-
father joined him in the subcompact 
race. 

 Riley, 17, placed first in the 
national competition, leaving his 
father and grandfather back in the 
pack.

Riley and James were each 
driving a Honda Fit, while Chris was 
in a Mazda 2, and competition was 
stiff.

 The young Riley and the eight 
racers behind him had qualifying 
times faster than the qualifying lap 
record at the 47th Sports Car Club 
of America’s National Championship 
Runoffs, according to the SCCA. 

Charlie Vehle of Danbury also 
participated in the race in a Honda 
Fit, SCCA records show.

The margin of victory for Riley 
Salyer was .719 seconds, according 
to SCCA stats.

“It doesn’t even feel real,” the 
younger Salyer told an SCCA writer 
after winning his first national cham-
pionship.

Rogerson said that his grandson 
wants to continue racing and is 
interested in going pro but is looking 
for a sponsor to help make that 
possible.

Car racing is all 
in the family for 
James Rogerson

spending quality time together and 
catching a bunch of fish.

The next morning, Robbie was 
up at the break of dawn, ready to 
go again. After a hardy breakfast at 
Sy’s, we bought more “fresh-dead” 
shrimp, reloaded the boat and took 
off. The wind was out of the east, 
so we could drift the full length of 
the bay.

We were fishing for croakers, 
which have a relatively small mouth. 
Your bait needs to be small enough 
to snap up in one gulp.

 I peeled and headed the shrimp, 
throwing the waste behind the boat 
as chum. Most of the bait shrimp 
were big enough to make several 
baits. The bait should be just big 
enough to cover the bend of the 
hook. When making several baits, 
always cut the shrimp with a sharp 
knife as cut bait stays on the hook 
better than bait that has been 
pinched apart.

Cast your baited hook into the 
wind. As the boat drifts away from 
the bait, the line stays tight, and the 
fish hook themselves most of the 
time.

 If you don’t catch a fish in five 
minutes, check to see if you have 
lost your bait.

Most of my tackle back then 
consisted of Ambassador “red” 
reels. Casting with those reels 

requires a prolonged learning curve 
and an “educated thumb” to prevent 
a dreaded “bird’s nest” backlash. 
Since Robbie had never used a 
“red reel,” the fishing went like this: 
peel, head and cut up a shrimp. Bait 
the hook and cast. Hand the rod 
to Robbie and take the rod he had 
reeled in. Take the fish off. If Robbie 
wasn’t looking, pitch the fish back 
into the bay and re-bait, cast, etc.

This routine went on all day. I 
never caught a fish that day, and 
I threw back at least two fish for 
each one I put on ice. Around 4 
p.m. Robbie admitted he was tired 
and hungry. When you take a child 
fishing, and he says he has had 
enough, it’s time to stop fishing and 
go in.

We reloaded the van, put the boat 
on the trailer, ate a couple of more 
burgers at Sy’s and headed for 
home. Robbie climbed into one of 
the bunks and slept all the way back 
to Houston.

Sunday morning was fish-clean-
ing time. Robbie and I cleaned 131 
fish, and this was with me never 
catching a fish and throwing back at 
least two for every one I boxed.

Over the next 20 years, I made 
a bunch of drift-fishing trips on 
Christmas Bay. Most of the trips 
were between good and fantastic. 
The only “not-so-good” trips were on 
still days when there was no wind to 

push the boat along.
Drifting Christmas Bay is a great 

way to teach children and people 
who don’t normally fish about how 
much fun you can have when 
something tries to yank the rod out 
of your hands.

Although we caught mainly croak-
ers, Christmas was almost always 
ready to put something new on the 
end of your line. Some of the other 
catches included: speckled trout, 
sand trout, gulf trout, redfish, black 
drum, flounder, blue fish, piggy 
perch, white tip and bonnet head 
shark, puffer fish, whiting, Jack cre-
valle, hardhead and gafftop catfish, 
mangrove snapper, and one unbe-
lievably ugly inshore lizard fish. I’m 
sure we caught additional species, 
but these are the ones I recall.

A note about hardhead and 
gafftop catfish: A study conducted 
by Texas A&M in Galveston several 
years ago concluded that of 150 of 
each of these two, 65% of them had 
live vibero (flesh-eating bacteria) 
on the spines, in the body slime, or 
both. 

My Uncle Clyde’s fishing buddy 
was struck by a four-inch Hardhead 
on his right knee. Seven days later, 
the doctors amputated his right leg.

 I no longer allow anyone I fish 
with to touch a saltwater catfish.

 I either cut the line or grab the 
fish with a metal Handi-Gaff. Don’t 

use the plastic type as it does not 
hold well, and they can break.

I am sure that there are many 
shallow water bays on the Gulf 
Coast that could be as productive 
as Christmas Bay. That bay was just 
convenient for me when I was living 
in Houston.

Take a child fishing. Remember 
that the only thing more fun than 
catching a fish is helping a child to 
catch a fish.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Good memories of father, son fishing in Christmas Bay 
(Continued from Page 1)

If you enjoy reading The 
Bulletin weekly, please tell a 
friend about us and pick up 
an extra copy. To advertise, 

call 979-849-5407.

Are you suffering from a cold, flu or Covid?
By Megan Henry
The Columbus Dispatch, Ohio (TNS)
You spike a fever, start coughing 
and develop shortness of breath.

Is it COVID-19, the flu or the 
common cold?

“This is a difficult distinction to 
make,” said Dr. Iahn Gonsenhauser, 
Ohio State University Wexner Medi-
cal Center’s chief quality and patient 
safety officer.

All three illnesses are caused by 
respiratory viruses and share some 
of the same symptoms, but they can 
have very different outcomes.

TELL-TALE SYMPTOMS
Typical symptoms of a cold 

include cough, sore throat, nasal 
congestion, and sneezing, which 
often come on gradually.

Influenza can cause these 
symptoms as well, but usually also 
includes fever or chills, fatigue 
and headache. The most unique 
symptom is head-to-toe body aches, 
Gonsenhauser said.

Some people, especially children, 
also have gastrointestinal issues, 
such as nausea or diarrhea, said 
Dr. Joseph Gastaldo, OhioHealth’s 
medical director for infectious dis-
eases. Flu symptoms tend to come 
on more suddenly and are typically 
more severe than those for colds.

COVID-19 symptoms commonly 
include a dry cough, fever or chills 
and shortness of breath.

 But people report a wide range 
of other symptoms, including 
headaches just like with the flu but 
which are rarely seen with a cold, 
Gastaldo said.

One of the things that sets 
COVID-19 apart from the other two 
illnesses is loss of taste or smell, 
Gonsenhauser said. People may 
also get rashes or lesions on their 
fingers or toes. And many people 
have no symptoms at all, he said.

PROGNOSIS VARIES
Common colds usually resolve on 

their own in about a week with-
out treatment. Most people with 
influenza or COVID-19 recover 

within a couple of weeks, but these 
illnesses can lead to more serious 
health conditions and can be fatal, 
especially for people who are older 
or immunocompromised, said 
Gonsenhauser, which is why he 
recommends seeing a doctor if your 
symptoms are severe.

“There are potentially very 
serious repercussions if we are 
self-diagnosing and misdiagnosing,” 
he added, suggesting that people let 
a health care professional make a 
diagnosis.

Young children are more likely to 
have severe flu symptoms but are 
at lower risk for severe COVID-19, 
said Dr. Dane Snyder, section chief 
of Nationwide Children’s division of 
primary care pediatrics.

But because there are no real 
signature symptoms of COVID-19 
for children, like loss of smell or 
taste as there are for adults, Dane 
recommends parents talk to their 
pediatrician about possibly getting 
a COVID test if their children are 
showing symptoms.

That’s especially true if they’ve 
been near someone with coronavi-
rus or have been in an area where 
lots of people have reported to have 
gotten coronavirus, he said.
FLU SHOT CAN HELP YOU TELL

There are a lot of questions 
swirling around about this year’s flu 
season, including how contagious 
and dangerous this year’s flu strain 
will be, how will it interact with 
COVID-19 and what might happen 
if a person gets both the flu and 
COVID-19.

But one thing is for certain: It has 
never been more important to get 
your flu shot, Gonsenhauser said.

“I want everybody to get the 
flu shot because if you do have 
symptoms of influenza and COVID-
19, and if you have the flu shot, 
statistically there’s a lower likelihood 
that it’s going to be the flu and a 
potentially higher likelihood that it’s 
going to be COVID-19,” Gastaldo 
said.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in, please call ahead to 
reserve. Meal served at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 11: By 
reservation, Veterans Day break-
fast for veterans & family. CLOSED 
FOR LUNCH.

Thursday, Nov. 12: Oven-
fried chicken, mashed potatoes/
gravy, turnip greens, navy beans, 
jello salad, biscuits, dessert.

Friday, Nov. 13: Lasagna, 
peas, corn, tossed salad, garlic 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

sticks, dessert.
Monday, Nov. 16: Frito pie, 

chili beans, hominy, peaches 
& cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Tuesday, Nov. 17: Beef stro-
ganoff, carrots, beets, slaw, sliced 
bread, dessert.

Meals on wheels available - call 
by 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call by 8 a.m. 
Take-out orders available - call by 
10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pick-up.

Q: Why does God condemn 
riches? - R.C.

A: God does not condemn 
people because they are rich, nor 
does He justify others because 
they are poor. Poverty is not a 
virtue, nor are riches themselves 
sin. Luke 16 contains the famous 
passage about a rich man whose 
disobedience to God led him to 
reject the very thing he longed for 
- eternal life.

But Jesus did say, “It is easier 
for a camel to go through the eye 
of a needle than for a rich man to 
enter the kingdom of God” (Luke 
18:25). People who attain great 
riches often trust in them more 
than trusting in God. This was the 
problem with the young man in 
Scripture. He sought Jesus. He 
came to Jesus. He even bowed 
before Him, desperately wanting 
to know how to gain eternal life in 
Heaven. When Jesus told him to 
forsake all, he walked away. He 
did not want to give up his vast 
wealth in order to follow Christ to 
Heaven. His riches were a distrac-
tion, keeping him from obeying 
Jesus.

The altar of God is where kings 
and paupers meet. There are no 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

There are no rich nor poor in God’s Kingdom
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

rich nor poor in God’s Kingdom. 
The rich man must put his riches 
upon the altar, and the poor man 
must put his greed upon the altar 
and with one voice cry out to God, 
“Nothing in my hand I bring, simply 
to thy cross I cling.” 

Some of the finest Christians 
are people of means, but their 
bank accounts, like their lives, are 
consecrated wholly to God. Money 
with all of its advantages cannot 
buy everything, but Christ gave 
His all to save us. Receive His 
salvation today.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 East Jackson, West Columbia, TX. 77486

Phone:  (979) 583-2175
Services:

Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Website:  http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

Time Marches On
2020 is nearly over, folks.  Let that sink in.  What seems like two days’ passage of time has been nearly 

twelve months.  And what a year it has been, with the pandemic, riots, storms, etc. Most of us will be 
glad to see this year in our rear-view mirrors.  Good riddance, and we all hope the new year will be a 
better one.

In spite of this year’s turmoil, ask yourself what you actually accomplished.  Did you let yourself sink 
into depression, or have you kept busy working for the Lord?

James said that our lives are nothing more than vapor, “that appears for a little time and then vanishes 
away” (James 4:14).  His point, in the text, is that we should not worry over much about what is going to 
happen in the future, or to make plans for a time yet to come, but we ought to be more concerned about 
what God wants:  “Instead you ought to say,‘If the Lord wills, we shall live and do this or that’” (vs. 15).

Will you make any “new year’s resolutions” the last week of December?  Unfortunately, most reso-
lutions won’t survive the dawn of January 2nd.  Knowing from experience that this true, why don’t you 
start now developing a determination that truly matters?  Why not resolve to obey the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and be a faithful Christian?

The only thing certain about your life is that it will end someday.  Paul said:  “…it is appointed for 
men to die once, but after this the judgment,” (Hebrews 9:27).  This is the only resolution that will sur-
vive beyond your life.  If you earn a million dollars in 2021, the money will stay behind when you die.  
If you earn a college degree, no one may remember it after your funeral.  But, if you spend the rest of 
your life serving God, you can go to heaven when you die.  The life of a devoted Christian is the only life 
with eternal consequence.  When you breathe your last breath, you will have only one more important 
appointment to keep – the judgment day.  When that day arrives, you want to hear the Lord say:  “Well 
done, good and faithful servant, enter in to the joy of your Lord” (Matthew 25:21, 23). 

Here is how you become a Christian:  Hear the gospel of Jesus Christ (Romans 10:17), Believe the 
gospel (John 8:24; Mark 16:16), Repent of your sins (Acts 2:38; 17:30), Confess your faith (Romans 
10:10), and be Baptized for the remission of your sins (Acts 2:38; Mark 16:16; Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 
3:21).  Jesus paid the price for your sins with His death on the cross (John 3:16; Acts 20:28).  Won’t you 
respond to Him by accepting His invitation to receive His gift of salvation by obeying the gospel (Mat-
thew 11:28-30; Ephesians 2:8-9; Hebrews 5:8-9)?

What will you accomplish in 2021?  Maybe you will do great things, but if you don’t become a Chris-
tian, then all that you accomplish will be for nothing.

Snakes take center stage as family drives to big box store
By Lori Borgman
Tribune News Service

The black snake, stretched out on 
the hard clay, was nearly five feet 
long. We stood watching to see if it 
would slither back toward the woods 
or toward the basement entrance 
of the house our son and his family 
had been building.

Our son’s father-in-law, a 
seasoned outdoorsman, looked at 
me with my hands over my mouth 
stifling screams and said, “That 
snake is just as afraid of you as you 
are of it.”

“Lies!” I thought to myself. “He’s a 
good man, but he’s lying!” I knew he 
was lying because at no time did the 
snake have hands over its mouth 
stifling screams.

He also said black snakes are 
good because they eat rats and 
mice. A lot of animals eat rats and 
mice, but that doesn’t mean I want 
them near the grandchildren.

He said the snake would not 
bother anyone unless it felt cor-
nered.

Sometimes in life things are said 
that you never forget - like a black 
snake will not bother you unless it 
feels cornered.

Several weeks later our son’s 
family called to FaceTime with us. 
They were huddled together in front 
of the phone. The littlest one had 
something to say.

“Snake in dah cah,” she whis-
pered.

“A snake?”

The others sat frozen as Daddy 
Bear unpacked the story. He, Mama 
Bear and the five cubs were making 
another pilgrimage to the big box 
store in town for building supplies 
when Mama Bear, wearing sandals, 
felt something slither across her 
feet. She looked down and saw 
a black snake, whereupon she 
screamed.

Mama Bear screamed: “There’s a 
snake in the car!”

Papa Bear slammed on the 
brakes. Mama Bear reached into 
the backseat to open the latch on 
the minivan door, but the black 
snake was crawling up the door.

Daddy Bear and Mama Bear 
opened minivan doors from the out-
side and told the cubs to unbuckle 

from their car seats and run for it.
The cubs ran, and the adult bears 

watched the snake slither along the 
passenger-side window and down 
out of sight. 

The snake had coiled around a 
bolt anchoring the rear seat to the 
floor of the minivan. It  had back-
packs, jackets and shoes for cover, 
Cheerios, dried fruit snacks and bits 
of granola bars for snacks. It was 
four-star dining.

Papa Bear cajoled the snake with 
a long stick, but it wouldn’t move. 
Then, a large fellow the size of a 
Chicago Bears linebacker appeared 
and offered help. He pulled with all 

his might on the tail of the snake. 
He pulled and grunted and broke 
great beads of sweat, and finally the 
snake let go, flinging out of the car 
and calmly slithering away.

The snake was gone, and most of 
the kids were, too. Papa Bear said 
to Mama Bear, who still had trauma 
tears streaming down her face and 
a toddler on her hip, “Let’s get the 
kids and go. The big box is open for 
10 more minutes.”

Sometimes in life things are said 
that you never forget. “The big box 
is open for 10 more minutes” will be 
one of them.

(Emaill: lori@loriborgman.com.)
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Bldg. units attended to by supers
5 “Queen of Soul” Franklin
11 Flow back, as the tide
14 Half a toy train?
15 “You cheated!”
16 Water tester
17 *Very limited consolation
19 Gasteyer of “Mean Girls”
20 Approaches
21 “__ show time!”

22 Illuminated
23 Left-hand page
24 Sun.-to-Sat. periods
26 Go for the hook
27 Greek vowel
28 *Tidy Lotto prize
32 Skin pics
34 Boston skyscraper, with “the”
35 Low grade
36 Parlor game encouragement 
suggested by the starts of 17-, 28-, 

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
TIN  IRON  LEAD  ZINC  SILVER  NICKEL  PLATINUM

45- and 60-Across
41 Novelist Rand
42 “The Simpsons” bartender
43 Northern New Mexico art com-
munity
45 *Genuine greetings
50 Monotonous routine
51 Above
52 Number that’s its own square 
root
53 Beav’s big brother
55 Bumped into
56 Nashville awards org.
58 Scout’s merit __
59 Square of butter
60 *In-demand real estate listing
64 Apply
65 Iron deficiency concern
66 Riga resident
67 Guys
68 Fails to
69 Watched closely

DOWN
1 Duke’s conf.
2 Back-and-forth missed calls
3 Put up with
4 Root beers, e.g.
5 Calendario units
6 Bucharest is its cap.
7 Terrible grade
8 Lao-tzu’s philosophy
9 Trumpeter Al
10 Performing __
11 Bibliography space-saver
12 Beautiful, in Barcelona
13 Scrambled, as eggs
18 Gator’s kin
23 Chow Chow checker
24 __-out: exhausted
25 Jack who played Quincy
26 Sanctified
29 Express a view
30 Twiddled one’s thumbs
31 “Seinfeld” uncle
33 “Forever” post office purchase
37 Norse war god
38 Apple throwaway
39 Tea named for William IV’s prime 
minister
40 Casino wheel
44 Snorters’ quarters
45 Beads once used by Native 
Americans as currency
46 Opposite of “Atten-hut!”
47 Way past ripe
48 Pointed beard
49 Cashless deal
54 One-named “Hello” singer
56 Landlocked African land
57 Like old records
58 Dinghy or dory
61 Canadian VIPs
62 __ Tin Tin
63 Since Jan. 1
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): It’s 
great to be a crowd pleaser, but 
you might be too concerned with 
pleasing the crowd. You may 
be unduly influenced by peer 
pressure in the upcoming week. 
Remember to think for yourself.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Dedicate yourself to fact-finding 
rather than fault-finding. Apply 
pinpoint accuracy to paperwork, 
not people. Wait for better timing 
in the second half of the week to 
buy something that requires good 
taste.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Treading water might not get you 
anywhere, but it might prevent 
you from being swept out to sea. 
You may not be at your best, 
so wait until later in the week to 
appear in public or discuss emo-
tional issues.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Avoid misunderstandings today 
and later in the week. You and a 
loved one can come to an agree-
ment. You might even be able 
to live out some of your secret 
romantic fantasies next weekend.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Loved ones may require some 
extra attention to quell any fleet-
ing insecurities. In the upcoming 
week, your imagination and 
creative abilities get a boost, 
so your work can make a good 
impression.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Misunderstandings can create 
temporary obstacles. Some 
people may be skeptical of your 
judgment or loyalty. Wait until 
later in the week to engage in 
serious negotiations or discus-
sions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
You might be able to spin a yarn 
with the best of them. However, 
you can become carried away by 
wishful thinking and hope some-
thing is better than it is. Don’t 
ignore the facts this week.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Just because everyone else has 
a particular something doesn’t 
mean that you need one, too. You 
might judge books by their covers 
in the week to come, so put shop-
ping expeditions on hold.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): You can find a way over an 
obstacle or break through a brick 
wall. In the week ahead, you may 
be relieved of a responsibility 
or could learn something that 
empowers you to make fresh 
plans.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You can be an ace at critical 
thinking. This could be a good 
week to focus on any personal 
shortcomings and do something 
about them. A debt could be paid 
off, improving your overall budget.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Confidence conquers doubts. 
You might become more assured 
when a thorn in your side is finally 
removed. Perhaps erasing a 
problem will allow you to be more 
optimistic in the week to come.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
A carefree spending spree will 
not cure any of your problems. 
In the second half of the week, 
you might be better equipped 
to deal with your budget. Make 
smart decisions to improve your 
well-being.

November 10
1951 - Direct-dial, coast-to-

coast telephone service began 
when Mayor M. Leslie Denning of 
Englewood, NJ, called his coun-
terpart in Alameda, CA.

1954 - The Iwo Jima Memorial 
was dedicated in Arlington, VA.

1957 - 102,368 people attended 
the San Francisco 49ers and Los 
Angeles Rams game. The crowd 
was the largest regular-season 
crowd in NFL history.

1969 - “Sesame Street” made 
its debut on PBS.

November 11
1851 - The telescope was pat-

ented by Alvan Clark.
1918 - World War I came to an 

end when the Allies and Germany 
signed an armistice. This day 
became recognized as Veteran’s 
Day in the United States.

1940 - The Jeep made its debut.
November 12

1942 - During World War II, 
naval battle of Guadalcanal began 
between Japanese and American 
forces. The Americans won a major 

victory.
1972 - Don Shula, coach of the 

Miami Dolphins, became the first 
NFL head coach to win 100 regular 
season games in 10 seasons.

1997 - Ramzi Yousef was found 
guilty of masterminding the 1993 
bombing of the World Trade Center.

November 13
1789 - Benjamin Franklin wrote a 

letter to a friend in which he said, “In 
this world nothing can be said to be 
certain, except death and taxes.”

1942 - U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed a measure lower-
ing the minimum draft age from 21 
to 18.

1956 - The U.S. Supreme Court 
struck down laws calling for racial 
segregation on public buses.

1991 - Roger Clemens won his 
third Cy Young Award for the Ameri-
can League.

2020 - It’s Friday.
November 14

1832 - The first streetcar went 
into operation in New York City, NY. 
The vehicle was horse-drawn and 
had room for 30 people. Poor horse.

1956 - The USSR crushed the 
Hungarian uprising.

1972 - The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average closed above the 1,000 
(1,003.16) level for the first time.

1972 - Blue Ribbon Sports 
became Nike.

November 15
1867 - the first stock ticker was 

unveiled in New York City.
1901 - Miller Reese patented an 

electrical hearing aid.
1926 - The National Broadcasting 

Co. (NBC) debuted with a radio 
network of 24 stations. The first 
network radio broadcast was a four-
hour “spectacular.”

November 16
1871 - The National Rifle Asso-

ciation of America (NRA) was first 
chartered in the State of New York.

1973 - Skylab 3 carrying a crew 
of three astronauts, was launched 
from Cape Canaveral, FL, on an 
84-day mission.

1981 - A vaccine for hepatitis B 
was approved. The vaccine had 
been developed at Merck Institute 
for Therapeutic Research.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: USHER  YIELD  PLUNGE  ODDEST
Answer: He dozed off listening to music on his headphones, and was able to -- SLEEP 



Try these ideas for a virtual Thanksgiving
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By Helen Bond
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

Turkey Day will look different 
for many of us this year, but that 
doesn’t mean we have to miss 
out on the idea behind Thanks-
giving and “friendsgiving” cele-
brations. Here are ways to create 
meaningful moments with family 
and friends and still play it safe.

Send a touch-of-home 
package: If your Thanksgiving 
table is smaller this year, mail 
care packages to those who 
won’t be there. Candles, festive 
napkins, pumpkin spice anything, 
sweet treats, football gameday 
snacks, a drawing from a little 
one — there are endless ways to 
show those you care about that 

they are missed.
Connect through cooking: 

Thanksgiving is about the food — 
eating it and the memories made 
through cooking together. Choose 
a favorite family recipe, create a 
new recipe tradition and whip it up, 
or follow along via FaceTime or 
Skype. Still don’t have your mom’s 
gravy recipe down or want to learn 
how to make your friend’s famous 
apple pie from scratch? Set up an 
online tutorial in advance.

Toast of gratitude: By now, 
many of us have made an art out 
of the virtual cocktail hour. So what 
better time than Thanksgiving to 
schedule an online gathering? 
Share a toast and a moment of 
gratitude.

Group photo stream: If a 
live Zoom isn’t your thing, find other 
ways to share the moment. Upload 
photos and video of the table decor, 
meal prep and your turkey reveal. 
Apple iPhone users can set up a 
shared album, or try Flickr, Amazon 
Photos, Google Photos or other 
photo-sharing sites.

Vary the virtual fun: While 
you can dine virtually (make sure 
everyone knows how to use the 
video chat platform of choice before 
you sit down), consider upping your 
game (and avoid the tendency to 
talk over each other) with planned 
activities. Keep things moving with 
a scavenger hunt, an old-fash-
ioned pie-eating contest, a TikTok 
dance-off or a favorite family game 

— using a real board game or 
an online app. Watch the televi-
sion-only Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade early, or stream a movie 

together later. The idea is to use 
technology to create connections 
to those we are thankful for — no 
matter the distance.

Minimizing your risk at outdoor gatherings
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention considers hosting 

people for a small outdoor dinner as moderately risky, as compared to 
low-risk activities like a virtual Thanksgiving or a dinner with only people 
who live in your household. 

But if you do, there are other tactics you can take to make open-air fes-
tivities safer. But remember, masking up and social distancing generally 
remain your best defenses.

The more people, the more risk you invite to the party. Set some rules 
upfront to help minimize risky moments.


