
button acted up and then went out 
completely, I looked on Google 
how to fix it and ordered a kit from 
Amazon. A few days later I put on 

my phone tech cap and installed 
the new button. It still works great, 
but other problems have popped 
up.

The camera’s flash quit working. 
I didn’t use it all that much anyway, 
I reasoned. The camera works just 
fine without a flash.
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LAKE JACKSON’S 
FESTIVAL OF 

LIGHTS IS BACK

(See PLANTATION on  Page 6)

(See PHONE on  Page 5)

Time has come to tackle the task of changing cellphones
By John Toth
The Bulletin

I’ve been needing a newer cell 
phone for a while. The granddaddy 
of cellphones has seen better days, 
and some of its functions had been 
acting up. It was time for a change.

I try to postpone changing phones 
as long as possible, partly because 
the new ones cost money, but 
mostly because I hate changing all 
the stuff I have in the old phone into 
the new phone.

When my old phone's on/off 

Ramblings

Plantation house now just a memoryPlantation house now just a memory
 A 1984 photograph of Ellerslie Plantation 
in Jones Creek built by slaves, before it 
was demolished. Photo courtesy of the 
Brazoria County Historical Museum.

‘The times, they are a changin’ to stranger
Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

We certainly live in weird and 
changing times. 

Here is what I mean.
Remember when … you could 

enter a store, find what you 
wanted and carry 
it out. Or, if it was 
too big, arrange delivery in a day 
or two.

We had a built-in microwave 
oven go kaput early in October.

No problem, we thought. They 
are cheap and easy to come by.

Wrong.
We found it would take until 

- get this - April of 2022 to get a 
microwave in the size and color we 

needed.
One store did send someone to 

the house to take measurements 
and help find the microwave we 
needed.

We haven’t heard anything.
I assume the holdup is 

because of the 
pandemic and 

disruptions in the supply chain.
Bloomberg reports that as of 

this writing, there are more than 
70 ships anchored off Los Ange-
les loaded with enough 20-foot 
containers full of goods to stretch 
from Southern California to Chi-
cago if laid end to end.

Hopefully, our microwave is out 

The View from My Seat

Driving through Jones Creek, 
I again noticed the historic 
marker for Ellersly (Ellers-

lie) Plantation. There are a lot of 
historic markers along this section 
of Highway 36. But this Plantation 
was really special in its day, and I 
thought you might like to know a bit 
about it. Nothing remains of it today, 
so all that is left are old pictures and 
its ghost.

Without a doubt, the main house 
on the Ellersly Plantation was the 
finest house in Texas before the 

Civil War. This house was grander 
than anything even Galveston had 
to offer in its day. It was located 
adjacent to the Justin Hearst State 
Wildlife Refuge. The land grant 
(garnered from Stephen F. Austin’s 
original contract), was where the 
house was located and was owned 
by John Greenville McNeel with his 
brother, George W. McNeel.  

It included one-half league on 
the Brazos River and one-half 
league on the San Bernard River. 
The actual plantation house was in 

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

(See ERNIE on  Page  11)

a grove of live oak trees between 
two roads, somewhere between 
present-day Clemons Prison Farm 
and Jones Creek. 

The father, John McNeel, owned 
China Grove. His son, John Green-
ville McNeel, was owner of the 
Ellersly Plantation house. His other 
sons, Leander McNeel, Sterling 
McNeel and Pleasant McNeel, 
hailed from Kentucky and were all 
members of Stephen F. Austin’s 
“Old 300”. 

The volume button went out. 
Solution: change the volume with 
the app. It was a little troublesome, 
but it worked fine. No need for a 
newer phone. Then the volume 
button started working again after I 
dropped the phone - even better.

It was running out of memory. A 
new, bigger memory card took care 
of that. The Android phone was a 
workhorse still. I saw no need to 
go through the arduous process of 
changing to a new one.
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

November 17
1869 - Southwest winds of hurri-

cane force swept the Berkshire and 
Green Mountains of New England, 
causing extensive forest and struc-
tural damage.

November 18
1873 - A severe storm raged from 

Georgia to Nova Scotia, causing 
great losses to fishing fleets along 
the coast. In Maine, the barometric 
pressure reached 28.49 inches at 
Portland.

November 19
1921 - The Columbia Gorge ice 

storm finally came to an end. In 
Oregon, 54 inches of snow, sleet 
and glaze blocked the Columbia 
River Highway at the Dalles.

November 20
1641 - An observer at Boston, 

MA., recorded a great tempest of 
wind and rain from the southeast 
all night, as fierce as a hurricane, 
and thereupon followed the highest 
tide which “we have seen since our 
arrival here.”

November 21
1798 - A four-day storm was in 

progress in the northeastern U.S. 
The storm dropped a foot of snow 
on New York City and New Haven 
and as much as three feet in Maine 
and New Hampshire.

November 23
1943 - Northern New Hampshire 

was in the grips of a record snow-
storm that left a total of 55 inches at 
Berlin, and 56 inches at Randolph. 
The 56 inch total at Randolph estab-
lished a 24-hour snowfall record for 
the state. 

NOVEMBER 17 NOVEMBER 18 NOVEMBER 19 NOVEMBER 20 NOVEMBER 21 NOVEMBER 22 NOVEMBER 23



gas from a kid’s balloon first. Sound 
travels about three times as fast in 
helium, pitching your voice up into 
the Donald Duck register.  

Soon as you breathe the gas on 
out of you, normalcy will return.

Find the common
denominator

Q. You don’t need an engineering 
degree to figure out the common 
denominator here, but it wouldn’t 
hurt: Tongs, scissors, staplers, 
nutcrackers, bottle openers, nail 
clippers, tweezers, hammer claws, 
can-openers, screwdrivers, pliers, 
car-jacks, light switches. Need 
more? Add in see-saws, baseball 
bats, golf clubs, fishing rods, hockey 
sticks. Archimedes, exaggerating 
somewhat, said if he had a big 
enough model of this and a place to 
anchor it, he could move the Earth. 
Got it now?

A. All incorporate some form of 
lever, says Steven Vogel in “Cats’ 
Paws and Catapults.” Levers are 
simple “machines”, consisting of a 
stiff rod, a load and an effort. 

As such, they’re older than 
humanity, used even by chimps 
when they “fish” termites out of their 
nest with twigs. 

Your body itself has built-in bony 
levers, without which you’d hardly 
be able to gain leverage to move 
about.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Did someone else write 
Shakespeare’s plays?     

Q. Some of Shakespeare’s 
plays, it was claimed, were actually 
authored by contemporary Francis 
Bacon. How did stylometry or sty-
lostatistics settle this old question?

A. Word frequency analysis 
showed “significant difference” 
between the two writers, says David 
Crystal in “The Cambridge Ency-
clopedia of the English Language.”  
One method is to list the 50 com-
monest words in all available texts 
of each author, then to compare the 
results.

You might think an author’s 
unusual pet words would be the 
tipoff, but frequency of bread-and-
butter words like “to” and “with” 
are generally more revealing, says 
Erica Klarreich in “Bookish Math” in 
“Science News Online.” 

These frequencies are uncon-
scious and so make good literary 
“fingerprints.” For instance, in a 
famous dispute over whether Alex-
ander Hamilton or James Madison 
wrote certain of the “Federalist 
Papers,” analysts studied the men’s 
other writings and found Hamilton 
used the word “upon” about 10 
times as often as Madison. “They 
assigned all 12 papers to Madison, 
concurring with the historians’ pre-
vailing view.”

When novels by Jane Austen and 
Henry James were compared, the 
number of he’s and him’s stood out 
in James’ work, says Crystal, they’s 
and them’s in Austen’s. James was 
also fond of using the indefinite 
article “a” and “an.”

Generally, paired words are also 
clues, as is grammatical structure, 
says Klarreich, but for anyone 
worried over having a note or letter 
stylo-traced, just keep it under 1000 
words to stay comfortably anony-
mous.  

Math challenge using 
only 9’s

Q. Using only three 9’s along 
with elementary math symbols like 
+ or -, see if you can arrange them 
to represent the number 20. Clue: 
Remember that 99/9 = 11.

A. Though the answer is absurdly 
simple when you see it, many read-
ers will have difficulty in discovering 
it, says H. E. Dudeney in “The 
Canterbury Puzzles.”  Following the 
clue, you can see that (9 + 9)/9 = 
2, and that if you divide the 9 in the 
denominator by 10 you will multiply 
the answer by 10:  Therefore, use (9 
+ 9)/.9 = 20.

Why your voice sounds
weird to yourself

Q. Why does your voice sound so 
different when you first hear yourself 
on a tape recording?

A. Because you’re hearing your-
self only via sound waves through 
the air, whereas normally you also 
hear yourself via conduction through 
the solid bones and fleshy tissues of 
your head.  

Try plugging up your ears and 
talking and you won’t sound very 
different to yourself even though 
you’ve shut out most of the air-
waves, suggesting you hear yourself 
largely through body conduction.

 If you want your voice to sound 
really weird, breathe in some helium 

If you enjoy reading 
The Bulletin, please tell 
your friends about us 

or pick up extra copies 
for them. Please let our 
advertisers know that 
you saw their ads in  

The Bulletin.

Eight

NEW HOURS AS OF OCT. 25 - CLOSED MONDAYS
Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM

* Gordita

* Barbacoa

* Breakfast Taco

* Homemade Tortilla

500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

YOU CAN’T STOP US FROM 
DANCING:! Old ladies have been 
gathering in China’s public parks 
and squares and dancing in unison 
to loud music. They have been 
blamed for disturbing the peace, 
but many are too scared to stop 
them. One group confronted bas-
ketball players in an attempt to take 
over their court. And another broke 
onto a soccer field and stopped 
the game to dance in the space, 
prompting a police response and 
arrests. 

AN EXCELLENT GIRL-
FRIEND, THOUGH: A woman, 
who was riding with her boyfriend 
when the cops pulled him over for a 
traffic violation in Troy, Mich., called 
911 and reported a fake shooting in 
the hopes that they would respond 
to the more serious crime and not 
arrest the boyfriend. It didn’t work. 
She was charged with falsely sum-
moning a police officer. 

GEE, IT WORKED OUT 
SO WELL YESTERDAY: A 
33-year-old man robbed a bank in 
Fountain Valley, Calif., making off 
with a “large amount of cash,” and 
returned the next day in an attempt 

to rob it again. This time he was 
caught. 

I’M PUT OF ORDER!? 
YOU’RE OUT OF ORDER!: 
A man was hauled into court for 
refusing to pay an outstanding 
parking fine and then assaulting 
the enforcement officer who had 
responded by attaching a clamp 
to his vehicle in Bryn, Port Talbot, 
Wales. At his court appearance, he 
claimed that he did not recognize 
the judge’s authority, and he then 
tried to climb over his bench in 
an attempt to carry out a citizen’s 
arrest. 

THAT’S NOT ALL SHE 
WASN’T WEARING: A woman 
was caught on video hanging out 
of the passenger’s window of a 
car and flaunting herself to other 
drivers as the vehicle sped down 
I-75 in Lee County, Fla. Police 
confirmed that she broke the law 
because she wasn’t wearing a 
seatbelt. 

BECAUSE IT REALLY 
MAKES ME FEEL BETTER: A 
man, who was stopped for riding a 
bicycle without lights at 2:45 in the 
morning in Madeira Beach, Fla., 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

told officers that the methamphet-
amine they found in his possession 
was intended for “medicinal usage.” 

I’M SURE THEY DON’T 
MEAN ME … KER-SPLASH!: 
While workers were repairing a 
broken 30-inch water main in Upper 
Marlboro, Md., at 4 in the morning 
that created an enormous sink-
hole, a man driving a Cadillac SUV 
drove right past cones and barriers 
and into the water-filled hole. The 
vehicle was completely submerged 
in the sinkhole that spanned nearly 
two lanes of traffic. 

I HAVE NO FURTHER COM-
MENT: An attorney in England, 
who posted a photo from inside 

his electric car, told a reporter who 
called him that he was parked at 
a gas station when he took the 
picture and so could not be pros-
ecuted for using a mobile phone 
while driving. When the reporter 
asked why the speedometer, which 
appeared in the photo, showed his 
vehicle was traveling at 59 mph, he 
hung up. 

BUT I WASN’T TRYING TO 
SELL THE DRUGS: A Missouri 
man, who posted a photo of a 
catalytic converter he was trying to 
sell, was arrested on drug charges 
because a “large bag of meth and 
a syringe” could be seen in the 
background. 
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To advertise in The Bulletin, call (979) 849-5407

PHONE (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

But you know your phone is old 
when you can’t remember which 
year you bought it.

Meanwhile, my kids were buying 
up the newest iPhones and making 
fun of my antique. But it worked just 
like theirs, and it cost only $89.95 
on eBay back in the day.

That’s right. No monthly pay-
ments, no contract, just cash on the 
barrelhead via a credit card.

The children were not sub-
jected to simpler times when we 

made phone calls from a house or 
payphone. Or when we pulled out 
a very expensive, company-issued 
Motorola brick phone and talked 
very fast because it was $1 per 
minute, and we didn’t want our 
supervisor to go absolutely nuts 
when he saw the itemized bill.

Those were the days when 
phones were just phones.

When I was a teenager, I was 
lucky enough to have my own 
phone in my room, although it was 
connected to the same line as the 
living room phone. But at least I 

could lie in bed rather than on the 
living room couch and talk to my 
friends.

Those were hard times. If we 
wanted to play games, we had to 
go to the arcade in the mall. Or 
go into the street and play some 
hockey or baseball. Now there is 
an app for all of that.

Enough of the way it used to be. 
It was time to get a new phone. I 
started searching for a deal. 

Bingo. I found a recent-model 
phone for $139.95 that is compat-
ible with my carrier, certified to be 
in top shape and "reconditioned." 
Amazon even offered a 90-day 
warranty, no questions asked - 
just send it back for a refund or 
exchange. 

It arrived a few days early. But I 
was dreading the switchover, so I 
left it on my desk overnight. Oh, the 
agony. I should have kept the old 
one. It was still good enough.

There was no turning back. 
I embarked on the feared task, 
installed the sim and memory cards 
and turned on this shiny new baby. 

My fears were unwarranted. 
The phone asked for my Google 
password, reached into my Google 
Drive and set itself up in a few min-
utes. All the programs were there, 
just like on the old phone. 

Now, what’s this button for? I’ll 
just push it. Oh, oh…

TO BE CONTINUED.

DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU
CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY
12-15 LBS.                                     (LARGE: $59.99)

FAMILY PACK 
3 PINT SIDE ORDERS, 1 LB. BRISKET, 
1 LB. SAUSAGE, 1 WHOLE CHICKEN

PARTY PACK 
1.5 LBs. BRISKET, 1LB. SAUSAGE, 2 LBS. RIBS
2 WHOLE CHICKENS, 6 PINT SIDE ORDERS

Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours

Just in time for the Holidays

$4999

$5299

$11499

Start your holiday season at St. Michael’s Mums and Mistletoe Market in Lake Jackson 
It’s beginning to look a lot like 

Christmas as the Women of St. 
Michael’s in Lake Jackson prepare 
to host their 39th annual Mums 
and Mistletoe Market.  

The Market will be Thursday 
and Friday, Nov. 18-19, 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. at St. Michael’s Family Life 
Center, 100 Oak Drive South in 
Lake Jackson.  

Market Café hours are 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Thursday and 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Friday.

Guests can visit the many ven-
dors, take advantage of a holiday 
bake sale and enjoy a meal at the 
Café, serving the Market’s famous 
cheese soup and chicken salad 
sandwiches. 

This year’s raffle grand prize is 

a beautiful Christmas queen quilt. 
Other prizes include a Traeger 
Pellet Grill, as well as hourly door 
prizes. Raffle tickets are available 
for purchase, and credit/debit 
cards are accepted.  

The Mums and Mistletoe 
annual event helps support St. 
Vincent de Paul Food Pantry, as 
well as other local women’s and 

children’s initiatives. One special 
project is a Valentines Dance for 
the special needs community.  
Longtime member, Linda Gonza-
les, said the attendees view it as 
their prom. 

This year’s event will follow 

CDC guidelines on social distanc-
ing. Masks are recommended. 

For more information, con-
tact Women of St. Michael’s at: 
wosmlj@yahoo.com or visit us 
on Facebook at: Women of St. 
Michael’s-Lake Jackson. 
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PLANTATION (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

COLOR
They had large farming interests 

centering around a community 
that came to be known as McNeel, 
Texas, on the Gulf Prairie. From my 
research, McNeel, Texas, was in 
existence in the 1820s, and it was 
still shown on highway maps into 
the 1960s with several rural farms 
and other buildings on the San 
Bernard River. Right here, under 
our noses, another ghost of an era 
is vanishing in the sea fog.

Picture this in your mind’s eye: 
the Ellersly main house, a two-story 
structure with 21 rooms constructed 
of slave-made bricks. Galleries 
and pillars extended the full length 
of the house on the western and 
southern sides. The ceilings of the 
house were plastered and deco-
rated with detailed medallions; the 
floors were covered with rugs. 

The fireplaces and mantels were 
made of marble, and the furnish-

ings were made of heavy walnut or 
mahogany. A laboratory fitted with a 
telescope sat on the very top of the 
house.

The plantation made its fortune 
in sugar. For instance, in 1852 it 
produced 408 hogsheads (about 
149,000 pounds) of sugar. The 
huge sugar mill, I understand, 
looked like a turreted castle and 
enclosed a double set of kettles.

 Ellersly also had outbuildings – a 
cotton gin, a hospital, a black-
smith’s shop and a brick overseer’s 
house. The brick slaves’ quarters 
lined a street, which led off the main 
road. Each unit consisted of two 
rooms with a double fireplace that 
accommodated two families. 

In 1860, the census appraised 
J. G (John Greenville)  McNeel’s 
real property at $100,000 and his 
personal property at $216,000. 
He owned 176 slaves. By the 
1870 census, Reconstruction had 
stripped him of all of this.

When times were good, old 
Greenville lived it up. He and his 
family often entertained – hunting, 
dancing, fishing and riding. Green-
ville was known to have owned a 
stallion worth $6,000 in the 1800s. 

I find it quite interesting that the 
entrance gates of the plantation 
were flanked by hand-hewn oak 
posts topped with carved replicas 
of a spade, a diamond, a club and 
a heart. 

Kind of a dead giveaway what 
he was doing with that expensive 
stallion, don’t you think? Tara (plan-
tation) from “Gone with The Wind” 
had nothing on Ellersly.

Now, I don’t know what you were 
taught in Texas history, but I am a 
native Texan, and until I moved to 
Brazoria County and started doing 
some research on it, I never read 
or heard anything about plantations 
in Texas.

 As it turns out, most of these 
plantations were located right here, 
and most of them were in Austin’s 
contract. 

Since the Texas history I took in 
school glossed over the Civil War 
times, it’s clearer to me now why 
Texas seceded during the Civil War. 
I guess we were closer to the “old 
South” in Brazoria County than the 
rest of Texas.

But it is hard for me to envision 
all the trappings of plantation life 
in Texas, weaving its way through 
pirates, the Texas Revolution, and 
the Civil War – all the elements 
good romance novels are made 
from.

The McNeel family from Ken-
tucky forged a living community 
across the prairie between two 
rivers. If you listen carefully to the 
north winds that blow across that 
prairie, you can almost still hear 
sounds of that bygone era and feel 
the spirit of the crumbled places.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

CAMPER SPACE FOR RENT 
in Churchill, with cement slab. All 
bills paid. New 8’x20’ porch. (979) 
824-0225.

Assistant Manager Needed: 
Experience Preferred. Apply 

In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

$99

Jazz great T.S. 
Monk to perform 
at the Clarion 
on Nov. 19

Legendary drummer and band-
leader Thelonious Sphere “T.S.” 
Monk is coming to The Clarion at 
Brazosport College for a perfor-
mance at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 
19.

Son of the jazz icon, Thelonious 
Monk, T.S. Monk has established 
himself as one of the leading forces 
in jazz composition, performance 
and education. T.S.’s jazz sextet 
has received raves since they first 
started performing in 1992.

T.S. has earned the New York 
Jazz Awards “Recording of the Year” 
and “Downbeat’s” prestigious Read-
er’s Poll Award for “Monk on Monk,” 
his 80th anniversary birthday tribute 
to his father, which featured Herbie 
Hancock, Wayne Shorter, Arturo 
Sandoval, Dianne Reeves, Nnenna 
Freelon and Howard Johnson, 
among others. Critics and the public 
have lauded T.S. as his father’s true 
musical heir, as a bandleader and 
performer.

T.S. also sponsors music educa-
tion for students in the form of full 
scholarships, funding and supplies 
through his Thelonious Monk Insti-
tute of Jazz.

Tickets for the show are $25 for 
adults, $20 for seniors and $10 for 
students and children.  

T.S. Monk continues a busy 
2021-22 season for The Clarion at 
Brazosport College.

 Upcoming performances include 
Tracy Byrd on Dec. 10; Paul Shaffer 
with the Brazosport Jazz Orchestra 
on Jan. 29, 2022; Darryl Worley on 
March 25, 2022; and Gina Chavez 
on April 8, 2022.

For more information or to pur-
chase tickets, contact the Clarion 
Box Office at (979) 230-3156 or 
online at www.brazosport.edu/clar-
ion.
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COLOR
Brazoria County Library System

The Brazoria County Library 
System wants to encourage all 
teens and tweens to think outside 
the box and create a story in 
only 6 words. Are you up for the 
challenge? Compose, edit, done; 
shortest story ever! 

Legend has it that Ernest Hem-
ingway was challenged to come up 
with a full story in just six words. 
Many authors since have taken on 
the challenge too. 

Now it’s time for Brazoria County 
tweens and teens to try and write 
their full story in six words. The 
Six Word Story Contest is for ages 
9-17 and runs from November 
1st - 30th. Each story must be 
exactly six words and may only use 
contractions like “can’t” or “don’t” 
once in the story. Participants can 
submit up to 3 stories. 

The submission link can be 
found on the BCLS website, bcls.
lib.tx.us, and entries will be posted 
on Biblioboard. For more informa-
tion and submission guidelines, 
please visit the BCLS home page.

Entries will be judged on 
creativity, punctuation and gram-
mar. Entries with inappropriate 
language or explicit content will be 
disqualified. 

One Grand Prize and two 
Honorable Mention prizes will 
be awarded for each age group. 
Prizes must be picked at a local 
BCLS library branch. Winning 
entries will be posted on social 
media with first name only.

We hope your teens and tweens 
will join us this November in the 
Six Word Story Contest!

Teens and Tweens, 
here is a six word 
challenge for you

More than 7,000 digital 
newspapers and magazines are 
now available to instantly read 
on-line or download to a smart 
phone, tablet or mobile device 
with the addition of a newspaper 
and magazine collection from 
PressReader, now available 
through Axis360. This is located 
on the eBranch tab on our library 
web page.

The worldwide collection of 
titles includes material from 
120 countries in 60 languages. 
Readers can also instantly 
translate articles in up to 21 
languages.

From The New York Post, 
Dallas Morning News, The 
Guardian, The Globe and 
Mail, El Pais and Le Figaro, to 
Newsweek, Prevention, Read-
er’s Digest, and Us Weekly, 
PressReader delivers full issues 
of premium newspapers and 
magazines the moment they hit 
newsstands. 

Patrons can access the 
PressReader collection through 
the Axis360 link on the eBranch 
page or through the Axis360 app 

after selecting the “Newspapers & 
Magazines” collection. Once the 
link to  PressReader opens they 
can view issues in their original 
print layouts, read instantly or 
download for later use, and can 
even listen to articles by enabling 
text-to-speech.

You can find Axis360 by visiting 
the eBranch tab on our web-page: 
http://bcls.lib.tx.us. The app is free 
and available through the iOS App 
and Google Play stores. 

Cardholders can stream up 
to five selections each month 
on Kanopy, and access more 
than 30,000 critically acclaimed 
movies, inspiring documentaries, 
and award-winning foreign films. 
Look for it under the eBranch 
tab on our webpage: http://bcls.
lib.tx.us

Learn more about the visual 
and narrative elements that 
make film noir such a distinct 
cinematic style this month as 
we celebrate #Noirvember. View 
these and other heavy and hard-
boiled titles. 
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Spreading the word about your community 
events is as easy as 1,2, 3 and 4
1) Write it all down the best you can. We’ll make it look good.
2) Attach photos.The higher the resolution, the better. We can 
reduce color to black and white, if needed. We’ll make it look good.
3) Email it all to john.bulletin@gmail.com
4) NO EMAIL? NO PROBLEM: Fax your announcement to 1-866-844-
5288. Or, mail it to The Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 77516. 
Send it our way a week or two before you need it to run.

On July 11, 1804, Alexander 
Hamilton and Aaron Burr squared 
off to duel. Long term rivals and 
competitors, they agreed to put an 
end to their animosities in a very 
genteel shoot-out.

According to 
History.com., such 
affairs of honor 
were usually 
worked out 
peacefully “before any actual firing 
of weapons.” 

Hamilton’s second assistant for 
the duel, said Hamilton concluded 
the duel was morally wrong, and 
deliberately shot into the air. But 
Burr’s attendant asserted Hamilton 
fired at Burr - and missed.

“What happened next is agreed 
upon. Burr shot Hamilton in the 
stomach and the bullet lodged next 
to his spine. Hamilton was returned 
to New York, and he died the fol-
lowing afternoon.” 

Eventually, Burr would lobby 
vigorously for America’s inde-
pendence and become Thomas 
Jefferson’s first vice president.

As History.com describes it, “Jef-

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

Hamilton and Burr decided to shoot it out in a ‘genteel’ way

Burr kills Hamilton in a duel, then becomes Vice President.

ferson grew apart from him, and he 
did not support Burr’s renomination 
to a second term in 1804. That year, 
a faction of New York Federalists, 
who had found their fortunes dras-
tically diminished after the ascen-

dance of Jefferson, 
sought to enlist the 
disgruntled Burr 
into their party and 
elect him governor. 

Hamilton campaigned against 
Burr with great fervor, and Burr 
lost the Federalist nomination and 

then, running as an independent 
for governor, the election. In the 
campaign, Burr’s character was 
savagely attacked by Hamilton 
and others, and after the election 
he resolved to restore his reputa-
tion by challenging Hamilton to a 
duel.” 

The Grateful American Book 
Prize recommends “John Sedg-
wick’s War of Two: Alexander 
Hamilton, Aaron Burr, and the 
Duel that Stunned the Nation,” by 
John Sedgwick.

The Cradle of Texas Daughters of the Republic of Texas entertained a 
group of over 200 home-schooled children in Brazoria County with refresh-
ments, and they all sang Happy birthday to Stephen F. Austin, known as the 
“Father of Texas.” Many old-time activities were demonstrated, such as pen-
manship, quilting and old musical instruments. The Brazoria Historical Militia 
fired the cannon and long guns. The Brazoria County Parks Department and 
the DRT joined together for this event. Austin’s birthday was on Nov.  3.

DRT, home-schoolers at S.F.A. birthday bash Brazoria Lions Club takes new aim at annual Gun Raffle
The Brazoria Lions Club is begin-

ning its sale of raffle tickets for their 
annual gun raffle. The club changed 
things up a bit this year due to 
business changes by its gun, lawn 
mower and Polaris 4 x 4 suppliers. 

This year, the event will again 
offer 99 long guns (rifles and shot-
guns). New this year is a $5,500.00 
Brazos Tractor Equipment (BTE) 
voucher. There will be no mowers or 
Polaris 4 x 4 this year.

The sale of tickets has begun, 
continuing until the drawing on 
Thursday, Dec. 9, beginning with 
a social at 6 p.m. at the Brazoria 
Heritage Foundation Lloyd Thomas 
Gymnasium (205 N Nevada) in 
Brazoria. 

Appropriate COVID-19 CDC 
protocol will be observed. This is the 
Brazoria Lions Club’s major fund 
raiser for the year, and proceeds 
benefit local Brazoria Lions Club 
projects and building fund.

Raffle tickets are $20 each, or six 
consecutive tickets for $100. Only 
5,000 tickets will be sold. Tickets are 
available from any Brazoria Lion.

Tickets will also be sold at Tractor 

Supply in Lake Jackson on Fridays, 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m., and at Stewart’s 
in Brazoria on Thursdays, 1 p.m. 
– 5 p.m. This year you can also 
purchase your raffle tickets from 
Stewart’s in Sweeny on Thursdays. 

Tickets may also be purchased 
during business hours from the 
following businesses in Brazoria: 
Dixon Funeral Home, The Custom 
T-Shirt Shop, G & H Auto, Brazoria 
Tire and Auto, and A.W. Davis Tire 
and Auto.

Purchase of a raffle ticket also 
entitles the ticket holder to a bar-
becue sandwich, chips and a drink 
at the drawing Dec. 9. No take-out 
plates will be provided). 

Live auction, silent auction, and 
other chances to win or bid on other 
prizes will be offered at the event.  
All prizes as listed on the raffle ticket 
MUST be claimed within 30 days of 
the drawing at A.W. Davis Tire and 
Auto – 403 S. Brooks, Brazoria. 

The winning ticket must be pro-
duced to claim the prize. Winners 
will have choices of calibers on 
model drawn on hand on a first 
-come basis. All gun winners must 
pass a NICS background check and 
have a valid I.D.to claim the gun.

Winners need not be present to 
win.

 For more information, call (979) 
798-4444.
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Ernie (From Page 1)
there somewhere.

Remember when …  cable was 
king?

I have thoroughly enjoyed 
“Impeachment:  American Crime 
Story,“ a 10-part series on the FX 
cable network that deals with Bill 
Clinton, Monica Lewinsky, Linda 
Tripp, Ken Starr and his federal 
prosecutors.

Given how scandalous and 
controversial the impeachment was 
at the time, I am surprised how little 
buzz the series has created.  After 
all, the series attracted plenty of 
media hype before its premiere and 
has a fantastic cast.

Additionally, the first season of 
“American Crime Story” about the 
O.J. Simpson case premiered on 
FX in 2016 and was a huge hit.

I couldn’t help but wonder why 
this look at the Clinton impeach-
ment was ranked a lowly 15th in 
ratings for cable shows for one day, 
tied with ESPN’s “Around the Horn” 
and MTV’s “Teen Mom.”

It took the New York Times to 

explain it to me.
The answer lies in the agreement 

between FX’s parent company and 
Netflix. “American Crime Story” is 
currently only on FX, and Netflix 
is not allowed to stream it for 10 
months.

The same was true for the initial 
rollouts of the previous seasons, 
but things have changed for cable 
television.

What seemed like a good deal 
for FX in 2016 when cable was still 
a robust business has turned sour 
just a few years later as millions 
of viewers have cut the cord since 
then, ditching cable for streaming 
services.

That first season of American 
Crime Story in 2016 captured 
strong ratings when it featured the 
Simpson case. But at that time, FX 
had a bigger reach with 92 million 
households compared to Netflix 
with 80 million subscribers.

Now in 2021, Netflix has 213 
million subscribers, and FX is avail-
able in only 76 million homes.

That means the Clinton story 
has drawn an average audience of 

571,000 on FX while the Simpson 
audience had an average off 3.9 
million.

Without a streaming platform, the 
Clinton impeachment series isn’t 
creating much buzz now. I predict, 
however, the impeachment series 
will be a winner on Netflix next 
year. 

And Netflix viewers won’t have to 
sit through 19 minutes of com-
mercials and will watch it at their 
convenience.

Remember when …  the Rockets 
and Texans were contenders?

As of this writing, the two teams 
have won a total of two games 
between them. Unfortunately for us 
supporters of our local teams, there 
is no turnaround in sight.

One thing hasn’t changed, how-
ever. The Astros may not be World 
Series champions, but they are still 
contenders.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulle-
tin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 
77516)

Attention artists: Brazosport College wants 
to showcase your pandemic-inspired work

Brazosport College is sending 
an open call out to local artists to 
share their experiences from the 
current pandemic.

Through an upcoming exhibition 
in the BC Art Gallery, “Community 
Curated: Images from a Pandemic,” 
community members will have an 
opportunity to share their original 
artworks and creative writings that 
address the space of our individual 
(and collective) pandemic experi-
ences.

When describing the pandemic, 
our common language speaks to 
“isolation,” “loss” and “anxiety,” but 
also to “rest,” “growth” and bal-
ance,” among other terms. How did 
we shift within our new reality, and 
what are the cultural by-products of 
that shift?  

All mediums and literary genres 
are encouraged to submit. Medi-
ums include, but are not limited 
to, painting, photography draw-
ing, mixed media, printmaking, 
sculpture, textiles, poems, short 
stories, videos or music (under one 
minute).

Visual artwork can be for sale 

or marked “not for sale.” Artists will 
also have an opportunity to donate 
the proceeds of their artwork sale to 
the Brazosport College Foundation, 
which offers financial assistance to 
enhance educational opportunities 
at Brazosport College.

Artwork is currently being 
accepted through Dec. 10. The 
exhibition is scheduled to be dis-
played in the BC Art Gallery from 
Jan. 10 to Feb. 18, 2022.

All works will be accepted. 
Depending on quality of works or 
subject matter, some work may 
not be displayed in the gallery, but 
will be included in a supplemental 
online exhibition.

For full submission eligibility and 
requirements, as well as artwork 
drop-off information, visit choosebc.
info/communitycurated.

For more information about 
the exhibition, contact Kamilah 
Campbell at kamilah.campbell@
brazosport.edu or (979) 230-3621. 
For inquires regarding the BC Art 
Gallery, contact Jackson Zorn at 
jackson.zorn@brazosport.edu or 
(979) 230-3332.

THC designates Freeport, Conroe  Texas Main Street communities
The Texas Historical Commission 

(THC) has designated Freeport and 
Conroe as incoming 2022 official 
Texas Main Street communities.

 The announcement was made 
recently at the THC’s quarterly com-
mission meeting in Austin.

Effective Jan. 1, Freeport and 
Conroe join 88 other designated 
Main Street communities throughout 
Texas committed to a preserva-
tion-based economic development 
program focused on their historic 
downtowns.

Both Freeport and Conroe were 
previously official Texas Main Street 
communities; Freeport from 2000 
to 2012 and Conroe from 2006 
through 2010. The cities’ re-entry 
into the Texas Main Street Program 
underscores their commitment 
to downtown revitalization and 
their desire to take advantage of 
resources available to designated 
Main Street communities.

“We are happy to welcome 
Freeport and Conroe into this 
remarkable economic develop-
ment program,” said Mark Wolfe, 
executive director of the THC. “We 
look forward to collaborating with 
them and helping them attain even 

greater success preserving and 
developing their historic downtowns 
as travel destinations.”

Every year, the THC may select 
up to five communities for official 
Main Street designation. Local Main 
Street programs receive a wide 
range of services and technical 
expertise from the THC, including 
design and historic preservation, 
planning, economic development, 
organizational management, and 
training. The Texas program is 
affiliated with the National Main 
Street Center/Main Street America, 
a subsidiary of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.

The unique, preservation-based 
Main Street Four Point Approach 
helps stimulate private-sector down-
town reinvestment in historic down-
towns, and helps retain, expand, 
and recruit small businesses, while 

also creating new jobs in Texas. 
This year marks the 40th anni-

versary of the program, with the 
initial cities entering in 1981. Since 
its inception, the Texas Main Street 
Program has helped generate more 
than $4.9 billion in reinvestment 
in Texas downtowns and urban 
neighborhood commercial districts, 
created more than 44,000 jobs, and 
established more than 11,000 new 
businesses across 182 communi-
ties.

If you don’t think your business 
can afford advertising, let us 
change your mind. Call (979) 849-
5407 for the best price in the area. 
We’ll work within your budget and 
give your ad plenty of visibility, to 
help your business can grow and 
prosper.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/
low sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m. Take-out orders also available, 
call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. 
Transportation to the center available - 
call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 17: Beef pot pie, 
spiced apples, okra & tomatoes, pears & 
cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Thursday, Nov. 18: Meatballs & 

gravy, rice, mustard greens, lima beans, 
slaw, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Nov. 19: Hamburger patty, 
corn, Boston baked beans, lettuce & 
tomatoes, potato salad, bun, dessert.

Monday, Nov. 22: Chicken fried 
steak, gravy, mustard greens, corn, 
peaches & cottage cheese, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Tuesday, Nov. 23: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, carrots, beets, tossed salad, 
garlic sticks, dessert.
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LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Wait to 
express your feelings to your clos-
est people until you’ve done enough 
processing that you are clear of 
excess emotion and confusion. In 
the week to come, you might find 
something worth preserving.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): True 
worth and value is in the eye of 
the beholder. Something that you 
consider extremely valuable might 
not be equally so to someone else. 
As the week unfolds, you and loved 
ones may focus on things that last 
and endure.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Someone could have the solution 
to a problem, but this will do little 
good if you ignore or misunderstand 
their advice. In the week ahead, you 
might be challenged by bills or a 
heavy debt load, focus on solutions 
instead of worry.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The path to enlightenment may 
be revealed. Reflect on cherished 
memories as well as events that 
taught you a vivid lesson as the 
week unfolds. A backlog of experi-
ences has created the person that 
you have become.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Wishful thinking is only a tempo-
rary escape route. Be careful when 
making an irrevocable decision as 
something important may be hidden 
from view. Delay making promises 
and crucial purchases until late in 
the week.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Get your bearings and check the 
compass. The sea of romance may 
look calm on the surface but can 
have a hidden undertow. As the 
week begins you could drift along, 
unaware that the tides are sending 
you in the wrong direction.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
There is no user guide to life. In the 
upcoming week, you may wish that 
the standard protocols that work so 
well for your business and financial 
affairs could be applied to your 
romantic relationships and daily 
living.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
After you have initiated the first 
steps of a project or a relationship in 
the week ahead, you should follow 
through, most likely you’ll be glad 
you did. Try to make a positive first 
impression on new contacts.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Outward appearances can be 
deceiving in the next few days. If 
you pull away the pretty outer wrap-
pings, you might be disappointed. 
Focus on harmony with family mem-
bers who have your best interests 
at heart.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
Your dreams could be worthwhile. 
You could come up with some 
imaginative and creative ideas while 
relaxing or meditating as the week 
goes by. A friend might be annoying 
but trigger some useful ideas.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
If you play pinball with your money 
something may tilt the table. Hard 
work may be the only worthwhile 
path to success as the week 
begins, but you will likely receive 
the rewards you deserve if you are 
tenacious.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You may be tempted to make 
major expenditures on a whim, so 
wait until you have more time for 
thought. The solution to an impasse 
may become clear later this week 
when you are more attuned to your 
needs.

Bulletin horoscope

November 16
1871 - The National Rifle Asso-

ciation of America (NRA) was first 
chartered in the State of New York.

1915 - Coca-Cola had its 
prototype for a contoured bottle 
patented. The bottle made its com-
mercial debut the next year.

1952 - In the Peanuts comic 
strip, Lucy first held a football for 
Charlie Brown.

November 17
1869 - The Suez Canal opened 

in Egypt, linking the Mediterranean 
and the Red seas.

1904 - The first underwater 
submarine journey was taken, from 
Southampton, England, to the Isle 
of Wight.

1968 - NBC cut away from 
the final minutes of a New York 
Jets-Oakland Raiders game to 
begin a TV special, “Heidi,” on 
schedule. The Raiders came from 
behind to beat the Jets 43-32.

November 18
1928 - The first successful 

sound-synchronized animated car-

toon premiered in New York. It was 
Walt Disney’s “Steamboat Willie,” 
starring Mickey Mouse.

1969 - Apollo 12 astronauts 
Charles “Pete” Conrad Jr. and Alan 
L. Bean landed on the lunar surface 
during the second manned mission 
to the moon.

November 19
1863 - U.S. President Lincoln 

delivered his Gettysburg Address 
as he dedicated a national cem-
etery at the site of the Civil War 
battlefield in Pennsylvania.

1895 - The “paper pencil” was 
patented by Frederick E. Blaisdell.

1998 - The impeachment inquiry 
of U.S. President Clinton began.

November 20
1873 - Budapest was formed 

when the rival cities of Buda and 
Pest were united to form the capital 
of Hungary. 

1962 - The Cuban Missile Crisis 
ended. The Soviet Union removed 
its missiles and bombers from Cuba 
, and the U.S. ended its blockade of 
the island.

1962 - Mickey Mantle was 
named the American League Most 
Valuable Player for the third time.

November 21
1620 - The Mayflower reached 

Provincetown, MA. The ship dis-
charged the Pilgrims at Plymouth, 
MA, on December 26, 1620.

1877 - Thomas A. Edison 
announced the invention of his 
phonograph.

1934 - The New York Yankees 
purchased the contract of Joe 
DiMaggio from San Francisco of 
the Pacific Coast League.

November 22
1906 - The International Radio 

Telegraphic Convention in Berlin 
adopted the SOS distress signal.

1950 - The lowest scoring NBA 
game was when The Fort Wayne 
Pistons (later the Detroit Pistons) 
beat the Minneapolis Lakers (later 
the Los Angeles Lakers) 19-18.

1972 - U.S. President Richard 
M. Nixon lifted a ban on American 
travel to Cuba. The ban had been 
put in place on Feb. 8, 1963.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
Jumbles: GROWL  THIRD  FRUGAL  FLAVOR
Answers: After eating so much candy, the scary-looking trick-or-treaters were “FRIGHT-FULL”
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

 Across
1 Smacked into
7 Window framework
11 Cabernet, e.g.
14 1998 PGA Player of the Year 

Mark
15 Snowman’s smoke
16 Pitching stat
17 French national observance
19 Objective
20 Davis of “Dr. Dolittle”

21 Pitcher sans arms
22 MLB semifinal
23 Army NCO
25 Harold’s “Ghostbusters” role
27 Humanities degs.
29 Disastrous path
34 PC take-out key
36 McCarthy lawyer Roy
37 Longtime label for Elton
38 Georgia airport code
39 Kind of lamp

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 41 Sitcom co-star of Betty and 
Estelle

42 Plan (out), as a route
43 Computer operator
44 Collect copiously
46 Start without hesitation
49 West end?
50 Coarse file
51 Burgundy brainstorm
53 Future junior
55 Bit attachment
58 Surrey town known for salts
62 Moody genre
63 Roughhouse, and a hint to each 

set of circles
65 “Fill ‘er up” fluid
66 Knock about
67 Rummages (through)
68 Cal.’s northern neighbor
69 New newts
70 Turn down

Down
1 “__Cop”
2 Reddit Q&A sessions
3 Handle carelessly, with “with”
4 “La Danse” painter Henri
5 Natives for whom a Great Lake is 

named
6 NFL’s Cowboys, on scoreboards
7 Gush forth
8 Adjutant
9 Eschew punishment, in an old saw
10 “Listen up!”
11 Integer, e.g.
12 Clapton who sang “Layla”
13 River blockers
18 Jared of “Dallas Buyers Club”
22 “__ any drop to drink”: Coleridge
24 Like fat-repellent cooking paper
26 Fixin’ to
27 Copper or nickel
28 Useful in many ways, as flour
30 Some kind of a nut
31 Collie or cocker spaniel
32 Strand at a ski lodge, say
33 Indian bread
34 Like many cellars
35 Tough guys
40 Floral necklace
45 Lawn warning
47 “Don’t think so”
48 Utensil sticker
52 Ë la King?
53 Utah lily
54 “A Jug of Wine ... “ poet
56 Q.E.D. word
57 Doctrines
59 “Star Trek” helmsman
60 Change for a five
61 Gds.
63 Charlemagne’s domain: Abbr.
64 LAX listing
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

TIN  IRON  ZINC  LEAD GOLD  NEON  ARGON  RADON  CARBON  COPPER
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Turn to Jesus for help when you’re lonely
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: In light of the horrible pan-
demic that drove people inward, 
locking themselves away from 
society, what does God say about 
isolation? Is there ever a time 
when it can be a good thing? - 
P.W.

A: Loneliness is the predom-
inant attitude in our culture. A 
person can be lonely in the midst 
of a party, or lonely in a crowd. 
Loneliness may be experienced 
by the rich and famous or the poor 
and unknown. 

The kind of society we live 
in can contribute to loneliness. 
Mobility and constant change tend 
to make some individuals feel 
rootless and disconnected. Many 
withdraw from everyday life.

The Bible has a great deal to 
say about this. From the very 
outset of Scripture, it is written 
that God said it was not good for 
man to be alone, so He made a 
suitable companion for him (Gen-
esis 2:18). 

From the book of Ecclesias-
tes, it states that two people are 
better off than one, for if one falls, 
another can reach out and help. 
If one is attacked, another can 
defend him.

The Bible also speaks of 
showing hospitality to others. This 
is something that has been lost in 

today’s culture.
But there are times when being 

alone can bring advantages. The 
Bible tells us that the Lord Himself 
withdrew from others in order to 
spend time in prayer to His Father 
in Heaven, and this is an example 
that we too should follow. 

We need the fellowship of 
others, but especially God. With 
Christ as our Savior and constant 
companion, we never really need 
to be lonely. Nothing dissolves 
loneliness like a session with God 
in Bible reading and prayer. For 
those who are lonely today, seek 
Christ and know the fellowship 
that He brings to the human heart.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

Have you ever heard the old saying: “Don’t bother me with the facts, my mind is made up!”? Unfortunately, 
there are far too many people who hold to this philosophy where the Bible is concerned. Whenever they read the 
Bible, they always read it through the lens of their peculiar denominational traditions.

You might ask at this point: “Wait a minute, didn’t Paul the apostle urge Christians to “…keep the traditions 
just as I delivered them to you”? (1 Corinthians 11:2). Yes, he certainly did. In fact, he also told the Thessalo-
nians: “Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our 
epistle” (2 Thessalonians 2:15), and he also instructed the church to withdraw from every brother who walks 
disorderly and not according to the “tradition” which he had delivered to them (3:6). However, Paul’s word 
“tradition” meant something different than people today mean by a “tradition.”

If you read the context of each of these statements, you will realize that Paul equated the word “tradition” 
with the commandments of God. He wasn’t telling us to adhere to culturally and familially developed patterns of 
behavior.

Rather, Paul required his audience to keep the “commandments” which he delivered to them. Please note 
that Paul said that “keeping the commandments of God is what matters” (1 Corinthians 7:19). And, again: “If 
anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you are 
the commandments of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 14:37). Paul also told the Thessalonians: “…for you know what 
commandments we gave you through the Lord Jesus” (1 Thessalonians 4:2).

Friends, you and I cannot afford to view faith in Christ as a mere habit or human tradition; we must recognize 
that faith and salvation are a matter of believing the truth and keeping the commandments of God (John 8:24; 
John 14:15).

Do you want to learn what the commandments of God are? Please join us this week for a Bible study, and we 
will find them together.

Are You Interested In Truth Or Tradition?

Sweeny Thanksgiving event Nov. 21 to be drive-through
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Sweeny’s annual “Unity” Thanks-
giving Feast will be held Nov. 21 at 
Sweeny Elementary School for its 
11th year as a drive-through event 
again, and the number of meals 
being served is being increased 
from 1,500 to 1,800 this year.

Volunteers prepare the food at 
the school’s cafeteria, located at 
709 N. Sycamore, and the food, 
which is prepared for residents 
within the Sweeny ISD, will be given 
out between 11 a.m. and 3 p.m.

Agatha Sanchez, president and 
founder of the feast, works with 
volunteers from 30 churches to pull 
it all together, and receives financial 
help to buy grocery supplies from 
some area businesses, such as 
Sweeny Community Hospital, Phil-
lips 66, Chevron Phillips and First 
State Bank. Community groups, 
including the Sweeny Rotary Club 
and the Sweeny MLK Committee, 
pitch in. 

Meals were given out last year by 
drive-through due to the Covid-19 
pandemic, and Dr. Tory Hill, Sweeny 
ISD superintendent, has decided it’s 
best to do the same this year, said 
Sanchez.

The feast is not designed to feed 
the needy, although that is an extra 
benefit in some cases, but to instill 
the “spirit of unity” and bring the 
community together, she said. That 
spirit is also seen in the cooperation 
of the churches and businesses.

There is a limit of six plates per 
vehicle.

The Jones River Cookers will pre-
pare this year’s smoked turkeys and 
some hams as they have the past 
few years. The feast coordinators 
were advised by the hospital and 
school district to place orders for the 
94 turkeys and the rest of the meal 
early, due to a predicted shortage, 
and they helped coordinators to 
assist in that effort. The volunteers 
will have everything they need to 
feed everyone thanks to planning 

early and some luck, Sanchez said.
 After this month’s feast, vol-

unteers will have served 14,600 
meals, said Sanchez.

Meals will be taken to those who 
live in the Sweeny ISD area and are 
unable to leave their homes. Jean-
nie Massey can be called at (979) 
201-9683 to request delivery.

Donations also are being 
accepted, and Sanchez can be con-
tacted at (979) 201-2144 or Evelyn 
Jammer at (979) 202-2339.
West Columbia shops to hold 

Holiday Open House
The 31st annual Holiday Open 

House in West Columbia will be 
Sunday, Nov. 21, from 1 to 5 p.m.

Many downtown and area retail, 
snack and beverage businesses will 
participate and offer holiday treats 
and specials. 

Follow Tour West Columbia, 
Tx. and West Columbia Chamber 
of Commerce on social media for 
more details or call the chamber at 
(979)345-3921. 

1981 CJ7 JEEP FOR SALE
4-wheel drive; manual 
4-speed transmission; 5 
new tires; low mileage; 
hard top; 258 six cylinder 
2BBL; custom made 
front & rear bumpers; 
original service manual. 
Call Gordon for details at 
(979) 922-1720.
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For Ticket Information: Box Office: 979-230-3156 or clarion.brazosport.edu

Clarion events are supported in part by a grant from 
the Texas Commission on the Arts

  Adult  $25.00 
  Senior/BC Employee/Former Student Assoc.  $20.00 
  Student/Child  $10.00

T. S. Monk - Drummer, com-
poser, record company founder, 
band-leader, vocalist, and more!

Monk has received the New York 
Jazz Awards First Annual “Recording 
of the Year” award and Downbeat’s 
prestigious 63rd annual Album of 
the Year Reader’s Choice Award for 
the “Monk on Monk” tribute album 
to his father. “Monk On Monk” 
featured over twenty guest artists 
including Herbie Hancock, Wayne 
Shorter, Arturo Sandoval, and 
Nnenna Freelon.

Keeping the legacy of his 
legendary father Thelonious Monk 
alive, T. S. Monk prepares to launch 
the Thelonious Monk Festival, 
highlighting jazz and including the 
genres influencing - and influenced 
by - this great music.

Critics and audiences laud T. S. 
Monk as his father’s true musical 
heir, as band leader, and performer. 
He founded the Thelonious Monk 
Institute of Jazz which has not 
only brought great jazz talents to 
the fore but has proven to be the 
leading jazz institute world-wide.

November 19, 2021 @ 7:30 PM

T.S. Monk
IN CONCERT


