
LAKE JACKSON • CLUTE • RICHWOOD • FREEPORT • OYSTER CREEK • JONES CREEK • ANGLETON • DANBURY • ALVIN • WEST COLUMBIA • BRAZORIA • SWEENY

(Continued on Page 6)

(Continued on Page 12)

© 2020© 2020

November 17, 2020November 17, 2020
Our 27th Year of PublishingOur 27th Year of Publishing

(979) 849-5407(979) 849-5407
mybulletinnewspaper.commybulletinnewspaper.com

PLEASE PLEASE 
TAKE ONETAKE ONE

FREEFREEBulletinBulletinTheThe
WeeklyWeekly

Is my clingy 
calico stressed 
by pandemic?

Post election 
benefit: No more 

political ads

(Continued on Page 5)

(Continued on Page 7)

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
How to get free 

gym membership 
from Medicare

SEE PAGE 11

Read 1000 books 
before starting 
Kindergarten

SEE PAGE 9

WEAR A MASK 
SOCIAL DISTANCE

WASH HANDS

I delved into the  
political process 
and voted early

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Like us on Facebook

By John Toth
The Bulletin

No matter which side of the 
political spectrum you are on, you 
must have been glad for one thing 
the day after election night: No more 
political ads.

Watching television was like 
taking a shower in sewage when the 
ads came on. I have never seen so 
many, or maybe I am just watching 
more television these days.

I lost track of who was the 
crooked cop, crooked politician, the 
partier in the desert or the abusive 
parent.

Children watching these ads 
are probably all confused by now, 
asking mommy if the cocaine addict 
crooked cop is still beating his wife. 
Way to scare them to death.

I began to wonder if these people 
are really that bad, why are they 
running for office? They should be 
serving time.

I turned on the television the 
morning after election night and 
almost enjoyed seeing the ads for 
laxatives, Preparation H and for 

Ramblings

(Continued on Page 8)

Volunteers at the Freedom House Freeport Super Feast are shown 
preparing plates to go last Thanksgiving.

Freedom House in Freeport prepares for Super Feast
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin
 The Freedom House Freeport 
Super Feast on Thanksgiving Day 
will welcome anyone who wants or 
needs to enjoy a free turkey meal, 
visit with others, or those who just 
don’t want to cook a big dinner or 
clean up from one.

The holiday dinner will be served 
at River Place at 733 Mystery 
Harbor Lane in Freeport Municipal 
Park from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Thursday, Nov. 26. 

This is the fifth year that Free-
dom House, a non-denominational 
church in Freeport that offers hous-
ing to men with addiction issues, 
has organized the dinner, said 
Stephanie Blackstock, the house 
manager.

She and Kevin Clark, assistant 
pastor at Freedom House, pull 
the event together to serve the 
community.

Last year more than 1,750 people 
were served, said Blackstock, and 
the event has been growing annu-
ally. For those area residents who 
are wary of going to large gather-

ings because of the coronavirus, 
Freedom House will offer boxed 
meals to go, she said, and deliver-
ies can be made to home-bound 

Leon Hale wrote about The Fiddler, but never heard him play
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Life is funny – and if you ever 
said to me that I would meet 
anyone famous when I was young - 
I would have laughed in your face.

 I was always inclined to write, 
even preferring essay questions to 
True or False questions in school. 

But to be able to take two 

feature-writing classes from a 
columnist I grew up reading, I was 
indeed blessed. I am referring to 
Leon Hale, columnist and novelist. 
I was born in 1953, and Leon’s first 
column appeared in The Houston 
Post in 1954.

Leon Hale’s March 16, 2014 
column announced his retirement 
from writing columns after almost 
65 years on the job for the Houston 
Post and the Houston Chronicle. 

He deemed it was time to retire, 
30 years past the time most people 
quit the rat race. We, the “cus-

tomers” of Leon Hale, thought this 
day would never come. He and his 
observations were timeless.

I was thinking about Hale the last 
couple of weeks. He wrote one of 
the best stories about our resident 
ghost here on the Music Bend on 

the San Bernard, The Fiddler. He 
weaved a great tale of The Fiddler, 
though Leon never heard him play. 

Sometimes I wonder if that was 
a subconscious reason we moved 
here and live on Music Bend, where 

Leon Hale and his family’s late Lab, Charlotte Bronte. The picture was 
taken by Babette Hale.

By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

I usually avoid discussing politics 
in my columns, mainly because I 
would rather not be disowned by 
family members, unfriended by 
friends, or doused with milkshakes 
and other beverages by complete 
strangers at the local burger place.

This time, though, I just can't help 
getting out my big ol' stir-up-sumpin' 
stick.

I'll begin by announcing that I 
recently cast (as in chucked, lobbed 
or hurled) my vote for President 
of the United States of 'Merica. I 
decided to vote early so I could 
avoid the airborne particles of other 
humans on Election Day, I thought. 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

My cat is acting weird. 
It’s as if the anxiety and uncer-

tainty caused by the pandemic and 
the election have gotten to her, too.

Sweetie, my calico, has always 

received plenty of attention, but now 
she demands more. She no longer 
is the cat that sleeps all day.  

She has also started licking 
me. Trust me, this isn’t normal cat 
licking. It’s excessive. She’s become 
the cat that keeps on licking. 

Now, don’t get me wrong, Sweetie 
is a terrific cat. She has, my wife 
says, been “Ernie’s cat” from the 

The View from My Seat Memories are made of this
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Things about weather that will amaze you

This is November, right? It’s the 
time when we make our Thanks-
giving plans and enjoy the cooler 
weather. 

Now it’s also time to still watch 
the tropics. 

Hurricane Eta made landfall in 
Nicaragua as a Category 4 hurri-
cane Nov. 3, reaching a maximum 
wind strength of 150 mph. However, 
as of Nov. 4 morning, Eta degen-
erated into a tropical storm with 
maximum sustained winds of 50 
mph as a result of its center passing 
over land.

And then it made a major course 
change and headed towards Florida 
or the eastern Gulf of Mexico. As of 
press time, that’s what it was doing, 
anyway.

Eta churned inland through 
northeast Nicaragua with devastat-
ing winds and rains that destroyed 
rooftops, caused rivers to overflow 
and left at least three people dead 
in the region, according to the Asso-
ciated Press.

The unceasing winds uprooted 
trees and ripped roofs apart, scat-
tering corrugated metal through the 
streets of Bilwi, the main coastal 
city in the region. The city’s regional 
hospital abandoned its building, 
moving patients to a local technical 
school campus.

Eta produced between 15 to 25 
inches of rain, with isolated highs 
of 35 inches, across central and 
northern Nicaragua into much of 
Honduras, forecasters said.

It’s November, but 
Eta threatens coast

 • A government study showed that one small thunderstorm held more 
than 33 million gallons of water.

• In 1967, Hurricane Beulah unleased 115 tornadoes over Texas.
 • The average lifespan of a tornado is less than 15 minutes.
 • The fastest winds on earth are inside a tornado funnel. Winds here have 

been recorded at 300 mph.
 • The windiest place in the world is Port Martin, Antarctica, which has an 

average wind speed over a year of 40 mph. 



soning Approach.”
Doubling means exponential 

growth, as computer speeds went 
from about 1 to 100 calculations/
second between 1950 to 1960, then 
from about 100 million to 10 billion 
calculations/second between 1990 
and 2000. Extrapolating from this, 
with rates leaping a hundredfold 
per decade, we can all look for 
computers to do a breakneck trillion 
calculations/second in ten years!

Ocean of gold
Q. What’s the chemical compo-

sition of seawater? Is it true there’s 
gold in “them thar oceans”?

A. There’s just about every 
known element, in trace amounts 
at least, says University of Rhode 
Island oceanographer emeritus 
Michael E. Q. Pilson. Salts (mostly 
sodium chloride) are plentiful, 
enough if dried and piled to bury the 
state of Texas 20 miles deep; sulfate 
and magnesium, too, the latter 
lending seawater its bitterer-than-ta-
ble-salt taste.

The tales of gold are true, but 
the concentrations are small and 
difficult to measure, says Pilson. 
The total is around 14,000 tons - 
about half the amount on deposit in 
the world’s central banks. Some 50 
years ago, Dow Chemical Company 
spent $50,000 to experiment on 
the extraction of gold from seawa-
ter, and for this effort managed to 
extract an amount of gold worth 
1/100th of one cent!

The real goldmine of the seas 
is common salt, obtained by a 
complicated evaporation process.  
“Worldwide 5000 tons are extracted 
every hour of the day throughout the 
year.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Upside-down driving
Q. How steep a hill could a car 

climb? Ten degrees? Twenty? Don’t 
try this in the neighborhood, but 
could a car go straight up a vertical 
wall? Yes, 90 degrees?

A. Ten degrees doesn’t sound 
like much but is actually a pretty 
steep incline. Still, a car could do 
this fairly easily. The power train of 
a typical passenger car can develop 
torque equivalent to about half the 
vehicle’s weight, says University of 
Michigan professor of automotive 
engineering Thomas D. Gillespie.  
So, most cars could ascend a slope 
of up to 30 degrees, or grade of 
58%.

Four-wheel-drive vehicles with 
low range can do better, with many 
having POWER to go right up a 
vertical wall. Top dragsters are the 
best, says Gillespie. At launch, they 
accelerate at 5 g’s, which would 
be equivalent to climbing the wall 
while dragging four other dragsters 
behind it!

But these are just raw horse-
power considerations. Next 
problem: Sufficient friction of 
tires against the roadway-wall. 
That’s trickier, but mechanical and 
computer engineering specialist 
Ian Charnas poses a way. Build 

a road that starts flat and curves 
slowly upward. As dragster speed 
builds, the road curves up steeper 
and steeper. The vehicle should be 
equipped with spoilers - like upside-
down airfoils - shaped not for lift but 
for downpressure, to lend added 
frictional force against the road-
way-runway.

Given sufficient power train and 
speed, the right road curve and 
spoiler Aerodynamics, the dragster 
just might be driveable vertically 
heavenward! Heavens to old rocke-
tin’ Betsy!

P.S. To take this really over the 
top, says Charnas, a 2001 Bentley 
EXP Speed 8 at 150 mph develops 
a reported 3094 pounds downforce. 
Since the car weighs only 2020 
pounds, “there would be no problem 
driving it upside down!”

Computer speed
Q. What’s a good guess as to 

how fast computers will be in ten 
years? How might such a thing be 
estimated?

A.  In 1965, Intel founder Gordon 
E. Moore predicted technological 
advances would allow computer 
chips to double in power roughly 
every two years, and this has held 
fairly true -- called “Moore’s Law,” 
say Jeffrey Bennett and William 
Briggs in “Using and Understanding 
Mathematics: A Quantitative Rea-

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

STEAK
FINGER
BASKET

$710

WITH
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TEXAS TOAST

CREAM GRAVY
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

HEY, I’M NEW IN TOWN; 
WHERE’S THE NEAREST 
FISH PLACE? A massive ele-
phant seal, the size of a small car, 
came ashore and lumbered down 
10 blocks of a residential area of 
Puerto Cisnes, Chile. Police and 
Navy officials joined local residents 
as they sealed off streets leading 
further inland with cars and plastic 
sheeting before guiding it back to 
the Pacific Ocean from whence it 
came. 

OH, HERE THEY ARE: 
Police in Parma Heights, Ohio, 
encountered a heavily intoxicated 
man who demanded that they give 
him a ride home. Officers offered 
to call him a taxi, but he refused 
and decided to walk instead. A few 
minutes later, he called the cops 
to say that someone had stolen 
his cigarettes. An officer came and 
located the smokes, which were in 
the man’s front pocket. 

LIVIN’ THE DREAM: A 
woman got high on meth, and 
drove through a Wal-Mart in 
Atlanta, Ga., in a motorized shop-
ping cart while drinking wine and 
eating sushi and cinnamon rolls. 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email 
them to john.bulletin@gmail.com, and we will make sure that it will 

be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

HOW COME I’VE NEVER 
SEEN YOU GUYS AT PRAC-
TICE? Two young guys, falsely 
claiming to be members of the high 
school football team, went door-to-
door in Covina, Calif., saying they 
were raising money for the team. 
The jig was up when they knocked 
on the door of one of the coaches. 

THE GUIDELINES ARE 
THERE FOR A REASON: Police 
raided two homes in Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, in a major drug traffick-
ing bust and seized $375,000 worth 
of fentanyl and a “how-to” instruc-
tion manual on the inner workings 
of the operation, including instruc-
tions on how to evade police. One 
officer said, “Obviously they didn’t 
follow their guidelines.” 

DON’T PUSH ANY BUT-
TONS BEFORE WE ARRIVE: 
After imbibing heavily on a couple 
bottles of Zinfandel wine and honey 
tequila with her housemates, a 
21-year-old woman decided to 
entertain them with her contortion 
act by wiggling her way into the 
clothes dryer at their residence in 
East Yorkshire, England. A fire crew 
had to come and get her out. 

I’M AFRAID I MUST ‘JUST 
SAY NO’ MA’AM: When a police 
officer approached a woman 
parked alone in her car in Wild-
wood, Fla., she admitted that she 
was in possession of marijuana, 
and asked the cop if he would like 
to smoke a joint with her.  

THE CALL OF THE WILD: A 
woman was arrested in Minneso-
ta’s pristine, federally protected wil-
derness for being drunk, disorderly, 
and completely undressed. 

AND WE’LL CALL IT EVEN: 
A passenger in a car, that had been 
stopped by police for a tag violation 
on Interstate 75 in Georgia, ran 
from the scene, leaving behind 

a backpack that contained meth-
amphetamine and a winning $100 
scratch ticket. He was arrested 
later, and the cops told him he 
could have the lottery ticket back, 
but they’re keeping the drugs. 

BAD DOG! BAD DOG!: A man 
was arrested for slapping another 
man who had barked at him as they 
passed on a street in Brunswick, 
Maine. Police did not divulge why 
the man was barking. 

LOOKS LIKE WE’LL HAVE 
TO IMPROVISE, GIRLS: After 
missing their Lyft ride from Bowie, 
Md., to Washington, D.C., five teen-
age girls stole a golf cart and took 
off down Route 50. 

To ensure  timely delivery, place your order 
now for your holiday tamales (pork/chicken) (regular/spicy)

1 dozen $14.95 + tax

Orders (received and paid in full) placed by Nov. 16
will receive 5% off total purchase. Deadline to place

an order is Nov. 20. Happy Holidays.

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Program probes archeology and Christmas 
Many people approach the story of Christmas in the Bible much the same 

way they do Santa Claus – it’s a nice tradition to celebrate during the holiday 
season, probably based on a few facts, but more myth than truth. There are 
historical descriptions of the Nativity story in the Biblical books of Matthew 
and Luke; but is it possible to evaluate the credibility of their account based 
on current archeology?

Long-time Houston Archeological Society member Wilson W. “Dub” Crook 
III will present the virtual program, “The Archeology of Christmas” on Dec. 1 
at 6:30 pm. He will go through the Christmas story from Mary’s conception 
to the Holy family’s flight to Egypt, and show how many aspects have been 
supported by archeological discoveries over the last several decades. You 
are invited to listen in and have your understanding of the Gospels strength-
ened for the Christmas season by this special presentation.

To participate in this free virtual program, pre-registration is required. To 
register visit our webpage www.bchm.org. For more information, follow us on 
Facebook or call (979) 864-1208.

Brazoria County Historical Museum
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To my dismay, when I arrived at 
my early-voting location, a shabby 
community center built during the 
make-every-structure-look-like-a-
doctor's-office period of architecture, 
the line of voters wound around 
the inside of the building as if I was 
awaiting my turn to discombobulate 
my innards on the Space Mountain 
ride at Disney World.

Unfortunately, my innards still felt 
discombobulated, but not because 
of a thrilling roller coaster ride. 
Instead, the building had no air 
conditioning and smelled like a mas-
sive, well-used cat litter box. (And 
since my three teen daughters are 
philosophically opposed to caring for 
their own pets, I would know.)

Rather than filter out the odor, my 
COVID-19 face mask trapped it in 
my defenseless nostrils. By the time 
I reached the voting kiosk, I was so 
overcome by the heat and stench 
that I feared I might face-plant on 
the touch screen and accidentally 
place a write-in vote for the late 
Wilford Brimley - which might not be 
such a bad option.

Speaking of my three daughters, 
even though none of them are old 
enough to vote, I felt like it was 
important to engage them in the 
vital subject of national politics 
during an election year so that 
they, too, could make an informed 
argument about which presidential 
candidate has the most humiliating 
dance moves.

On a recent evening while we 
were digesting our tacos around 
the dinner table, I asked each of 
my daughters to offer their opinions 
about President Trump and Vice 
President Joe Biden.

My eldest and most expensive 
daughter replied that both of the 
candidates are too "creepy" for her. 
She longs for a viable third-party 
candidate who would pledge to 
place a cap on the price of a Venti 
Double-Shot Espresso on ice with 
two pumps of caramel-classic syrup 
and almond milk at Starbucks.

My middle daughter had to admit 
that she knows very little about the 
candidates, and she doesn't care 
much about politics. She did declare 
that both leading candidates seem 

"old and crusty," and she wishes 
she could find a way to get her 
current boyfriend on the ballot.

My youngest daughter didn't hear 
the question because she was too 
engrossed in her iPhone, watching 
a YouTube star explain how to dress 
up your pet as a Russian babushka. 
(You think I'm kidding.)

After this initial round of dis-
cussion, we proceeded to take an 
online political survey designed 
to determine which presidential 
candidate would most closely match 
our values and beliefs as a family. 
We chose answers to questions 
ranging from our views on immigra-

tion to our feelings about eating our 
Thanksgiving dinner via slingshot 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We 
were only slightly disappointed to 
discover that we would be most sat-
isfied with Baby Yoda as President.

On another evening, we all gath-
ered in the living room to watch the 
musical "Hamilton" on Disney+. In 
today's divisive political atmosphere, 
it was refreshing to revisit the time 
of our Founding Fathers - when poli-
tics were more harmonious, every-
one knew how to rap, and political 
disagreements could be settled with 
an old-fashioned shooting.

It's important to remember that 
we are all Americans, and our devo-
tion to our country should overcome 

our political differences. Most of 
all, when disagreements do arise, 
we should resist the temptation to 
douse one another with our favorite 
fast-food beverages.

(Copyright 2020 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.
net.)

Daughters want candidates to be younger, less creepy
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• At the age of 17, Yugoslav 

Partisan Lepa Radić was sentenced 
to death for fighting the Nazis during 
WWII. She was offered a pardon 
if she revealed the names of her 
comrades. She said they’d reveal 
themselves when they avenge her.
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Prices Good Thru 11-24-2020

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

the fiddler plays. I know I have 
heard him, and it gives you goose-
bumps. Hale is welcome to come 
sit on my deck and listen for The 
Fiddler anytime he wants.

This customer (he called his 
readers his customers) spent many 
hours wrapped up in his stories. 
His columns ran about 800 words 
week after week, and he typed them 
all by hand on a manual typewriter  
with the hunt-and-peck method for 
years.

There was a time when I was a 
child and our family followed Hale’s 
column to find a ghost road in East 
Texas. We thought we found the 
ghost until it turned into a reflection 
on a car’s windshield. 

No one elevated the common 
man better than Hale, and who can 
forget his trips south each year to 

find the spring?
I also recollect a time when a 

young, would-be-journalist was 
fortunate enough to take Feature 
Writing I and II from Mr. Hale at 
Sam Houston State University the 
only two semesters he taught. What 
I learned in his classes has served 
me as a writer to this day. 

You never knew what he would 
bring to class - a clothespin today, 
a corn cob tomorrow. I learned to 
observe everything. I learned that 
everything and everyone has a 
story. How good a story is depends 
on the storyteller and the relation-
ship to his/her “customer.” I took his 
lessons to heart.

I was thinking that maybe I was 
getting too old to keep writing, that 
I missed my chance to write the 
novel in me. But I am enjoying writ-
ing this column each week, and my 

financial adviser thinks I ought to 
write a screenplay about Kristin and 
my trip to Big Bend National Park. 

And there are other stories in 
me. I just read that Leon Hale is 
99 years young and has a new 
book coming out in March 2021 
entitled, “See You Down the Road,” 
published by Winedale Publishing. I 
guess I have another 30-odd years 
to go before I get too old to write 
mine.

When I published my first story 
for Image magazine, I called Mr. 
Hale to thank him. Years later, I’m 
harvesting wonderful stories from 
people around me for my own 
column, and I am still grateful for 
Leon Hale’s teachings. 

I sometimes wonder how my writ-
ing would have changed if he had 
never brought a corn cob to class.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 

Having Leon Hale as college writing teacher was inspiring
(Continued from Page 1)

DID YOU KNOW?
• An estimated 66% of U.S. 

millennials have absolutely nothing 
saved for retirement. Good luck 
living only on Social Security.

• Approximately 20% of people 
infected with COVID-19 develop a 
psychiatric disorder within 90 days, 
according to research from Oxford 
University. And what else don’t we 
know about this virus?
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moment we found her with three 
other newborn kittens in the shrubs 
at our house.

Friends adopted two kittens, and 
we kept two, Sweetie and Bear.  
Sweetie then adopted me. 

I once paid several thousand 
dollars for surgery on Sweetie when 
she was only a couple of years old.  
She has repaid me by being a loyal 
companion in tough times. 

She was always there, a furry 
piece of comfort during my battle 
with a disorder that has landed me 
in the wheelchair.

In my desperation to find things 
to do during the pandemic, she has 
been a willing playmate. 

Now, at age 10, she suddenly 
seems starved for attention. If she 
were a person, I would say she’s 
clinging to me. 

She nuzzles books I am reading 
out of the way so she can sit on my 
lap. She climbs onto my computer 
keyboard and demands attention. 
If Bear dares to sit on my lap, I get 
that hey-what-about-me look.

Apparently no longer afraid of my 
wheelchair, she ignores the risk it 
poses. She follows me perilously 
closely as I roll from room to room.

I assume she wants to be petted, 
but I am afraid of running over a 
paw. I try reaching down and guid-
ing her away from the chair, but she 
thinks I am trying to pet her. She 
doesn’t budge.

When watching television, I notice 
she often is right up against the 
wheelchair with her tail sometimes 
under a wheel. I have to remember 
to look before rolling.

She also now makes the most 
mournful sounds when she is 
outside a room I am in with the door 
closed. 

But the most annoying habit she 
has picked up is licking me.    

 I am awakened in the middle of 
the night by Sweetie licking my face. 
I figure she wants attention so I pet 
her. She then starts licking my hand 
with that sandpaper tongue.

I have researched possible 
causes of excessive licking. The 
website, Pet Central, lists several 

possibilities. The cat may be:
• Remembering her mother gave 

her cleanings and is continuing what 
she learned.

• Establishing territory by marking 
things with her scent.

• Developing an oral fixation is 
common among orphaned cats.   

• Feeling high levels of anxiety.
• Returning the favor when you 

pet them. 
So, what am I to do about the 

licking? One researcher suggests 
spritzing your arms and hands with 
lemon juice. Supposedly that is a 
feline turnoff. 

I figure Sweetie, like the rest of 
us, might be stressed by the pan-
demic, so I try to spend more time 
playing with her. 

I taught her to fetch a small ball. 
She acts like a dog and chases the 
ball until I get tired. She doesn’t get 
tired.

Playing ball has created another 
problem. When I am not awakened 
by Sweetie licking my face, I am 
awakened by her staring at me with 
the ball in her mouth. Before trying 

to go back to sleep, I toss it several 
times for her to retrieve.

I just don’t think it’s normal to 
be playing ball with your cat in the 
middle of the night. Have I spoiled 
her?

Just as I was trying to figure out 
how to end this column, Sweetie 
took care of it.

 She jumped on the keyboard and 
pounded out the following ending. 

: go7t88889++/******222222
I guess she wanted the last word.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

‘Sweetie’ wanting more attention, petting and playing
(Continued from Page 1)
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HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

Brazosport residents.
For delivery requests, or if inter-

ested in volunteering, call Black-
stock at (979) 480-6369.

 Usually more than 100 area 
residents, church members and 
Americorps volunteers work at the 
event.

The food is pre-ordered rather 

than made on site, Blackstock said, 
and Masons with Velasco Lodge 
# 757 smoke 90 to 100 turkeys for 
the feast.

“We want it to be a blessing to 
people, even with coronavirus,” 
she said. “I noticed last year when 
people were getting together and 
visiting that they were excited and 
getting in the holiday mood.”

Freedom House gets its name 
from the fact that the ministry offers 
a six-month discipleship program 
for its male residents that offers 
them the chance to “live in freedom 
from addiction,” Blackstock said.

Freedom House Thanksgiving Day Super Feast in Freeport
(Continued from Page 1)

The Super Feast isn’t the only 
time that Freedom House serves 
free meals, she noted.

 There’s a soup kitchen every 
Friday at lunchtime, and there’s 
a meal served after services on 
Wednesday nights.

Ernie Hutchings serves as pastor 
of Freedom House. “Pastor Ernie 

has a good heart and wants to help 
people,” said Blackstock.

To donate to Freedom House, 
checks can be mailed to Freedom 
House, 800 N. Ave. F, Freeport, 
77541. To give online, the website, 
www.freedomhouse.net and the 
Facebook page have a donation 
button.

Church of Christ • 306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486
Services:

Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175

Website:  http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

It really is a shame that humans put so much trust in men, isn’t it? Voters went to the polls in record num-
bers this year, all believing their man would solve all of their woes. But, woes are a part of life, and no one 
can escape them all (Job 14:1; Ecclesiastes 2:23).

The key to contentment is to put one’s trust in the Lord alone. God alone is the one who never disap-
points. Jude says that the Lord alone is wise (Jude 1:25).

God alone is the one who is powerful enough to save us (1 Corinthians 1:18). He alone could sacrifice the 
perfect offering for our sins, His Son Jesus Christ (John 3:16).

God alone has the power to answer our prayers. The scriptures tell us to pray to Him, and that our prayers 
are effective and God hears them if we live righteously (James 5:16). Peter says we ought to cast all our cares 
upon Him “for He cares for you” (1 Peter 5:7).

Only God has the ability to provide our daily bread (Matthew 6:11).
Candidates for office are notorious for promising a cornucopia of benefits to anyone who will vote for 

them. Herbert Hoover’s 1928 campaign vowed: “a chicken in every pot, a car in every backyard to boot” as a 
promise to rebuild prosperity in America after the Great Depression. Unfortunately, no human scheme ever 
really eliminates poverty. Jesus said that the poor will always be with us (John 12:8). History has proven this 
to be true.

Jesus, however, fed five thousand hungry men with five loaves of bread and two fish (Matthew 14:16-21), 
and He fed their wives and children, too (vs. 21).

The text tells us that there were twelve baskets full of fragments collected after everyone had eaten. No, 
you will not be given a miraculous store of fish and bread if you become a Christian, but you will be a child 
of God, who knows what you need (Matthew 6:8). He has numbered the very hairs of your head (Luke 
12:7). Therefore, only God should be begged for your daily bread (Matthew 6:11). If you put your trust in 
the schemes of men to make your life comfortable and prosperous you will no doubt be disappointed, but if 
you put your trust in God your needs will be met.

Finally, what can any public official promise that is better than heaven? Our earthly lives are often filled 
with sorrow rather than joy, and for some, the sadness and want is a life sentence. Presidents come and go, 
and the poor we still have with us. Our true hope should be in heaven. Paul said that our hope is laid up for 
us in heaven (Colossians 1:5). Jesus said that His Father’s home has many mansions, and all who wish to can 
go there if they will go through Jesus Christ alone (John 14:1-6). Our citizenship is in heaven, where there 
will be “no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed 
away” (Revelation 21:4).

No man can match the Lord’s certain promises. Only in God and in Christ will you never be disappoint-
ed. Expectation and reality are the same in the Lord, and only in the Lord.

Expectations Versus Reality

Thank Pilgrims for doughnuts in America
The first doughnuts in America were little “nuts” of dough brought to 

New England by the Pilgrims, who had learned to make them while they 
were in Holland from 1607 to 1620. The first doughnut machine did not 
come along until 1920, in New York City, when Adolph Levitt, an enter-
prising refugee from czarist Russia, began selling fried doughnuts from 
his bakery. Hungry theater crowds pushed him to make a gadget that 
churned out the tasty rings faster, and he did.



Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System

CLASSES RESUMING SOON

The concept is simple, but 
the rewards are priceless! 
BCLS will help lead the way 
to early literacy by joining 
this nationwide initiative. To 
participate, all parents have 
to do is read books to their 
little ones, ages 0—5, and 
record the number of books 
as they read them. There are 
several ways to keep track 
of the reading. You can pick 
up a paper reading log at 
any Brazoria County Library, 
use the free Beanstack 
Tracker app, or go to:  bclstx.
beanstack.org and enroll 
in the 1000 Books Before 

Kindergarten program. This 
will be ongoing and works in 
conjunction with all of our other 
seasonal reading challenges!

By reading a book to your 
newborn, infant or toddler, 
you will give them a head start 
on a lifetime of reading and 
learning. Research shows 
that reading to young children 
every day is not just a great 
time for cuddles, but increases 
vocabulary, builds comprehen-
sion, and it is never too early 
to begin!

When reading to infants, 
choose books with illustrations 
in black, white and red. These 

colors are easier for newborns 
to see. As children begin crawl-
ing and moving on their own, 
choose books with simple, 
bright illustrations and only a 
few words per page. At toddler 
age and beyond, children will 
be able to comprehend more 
and more, so choose books 
that are fun and enjoyable to 
read.

Do you read your child’s 
favorite book over and over 
and OVER again? Great! Chil-
dren love repetition, and the 
book counts EVERY time you 
read it. 

 Don’t forget to be a little bit 
silly and dramatic as you read 
—  it makes reading more fun 
for both you and your child. 
By reading one or two books 
a day, your child will have a 
head start on learning and 
your family will have read 
1,000 books (or more) before 
your child starts Kindergarten! 
Happy Reading! 

For questions about this pro-
gram stop by or contact your 
local Brazoria County Library.

Teen Photo Contest
The Brazoria County Library 

System presents the first Teen 
Photography Contest for ages 
12-17! 

We welcome entries for the 
following themes: 

Nature and Landscapes, 
People, Animals.

Each photo can only be 
entered into one theme.

Submit your photo on Bib-
lioboard through the link on the 
library webpage: bcls.lib.tx.us

Photo size: min - 700 
MB, max - 1024 MB (1 GB)                         

Photo Format: .JPG or .PNG 
only

Entry fee: Free.
Subject must be fami-

ly-friendly.
Prizes: Top 3 

prizes: Canon Ivy mini 
printer, extra printing paper 
with frame stickers, and 
National Geographic Photo 
Basics.

Runners-up: National Geo-
graphic Photo Basics and 
BCLS Goody Bag.

Winners will be notified by 
mid-December.
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Senior Focus
Will my Social Security benefits ever stop?

Dear Rusty: Has someone who 
paid into Social Security for most of 
their life ever lost their benefits later 
in life? For example, if they start 
collecting benefits at age 62 and 
live to be 85 or longer, could they 
suddenly lose their benefits? Can 
Social Security ever come along 
later and say “Sorry, you’ve used up 
all your benefits?” I know there are 
many people, including me, who 
have no other income or savings, 
so if their SS suddenly stopped, 
they would need assistance to sur-
vive. I started my benefits at age 62 
because I had to. 
I’ve always been 
in reasonably 
good health, so I wonder - what if 
I live to be 85, 90 or 95 - will I still 
have enough in the system to get 
my Social Security check? Signed: 
Living on SS

Dear Living: Please put your 
fears about losing your Social 
Security aside – you will never 
stop receiving your benefits even 
if you live to be 110 years old. The 
system isn’t designed to compare 
what you’ve collected to how much 
you’ve contributed. If you meet the 
basic eligibility requirements, there 
is no danger of your payments ever 
stopping because you’ve “used up 
all your benefits.” 

Here’s how the Social Security 
system works: Everyone who works 
pays a Social Security payroll tax 
(currently 6.2%; matched by their 
employer) up to the annual payroll 
tax cap. All those payroll taxes 
collected are used to pay bene-
fits to all those who are already 
collecting Social Security – the 
payroll taxes you paid weren’t put 
into a separate account for you. 
Essentially, the system is “pay 
as you go,” where everyone who 
works and earns pays for those 
already receiving benefits. So, the 
benefits you are now receiving are 
not being deducted from a personal 
account in your name. Everyone 
currently working and contributing 
to Social Security helps pay for 
your benefits, as well as benefits 
for everyone else already collect-
ing. Any money left over after all 

benefits are paid are invested in 
special issue government bonds, 
which are held in the Social Secu-
rity Trust Funds, earning interest 
which accrues into the Trust Funds. 
Money from income taxes on Social 
Security also contributes to SS 
revenue to pay for benefits. As of 
the end of 2019, the Social Security 
Trust Funds held about $2.9 trillion 
in assets, reserved to cover any 
shortage of SS income received vs. 
benefits paid out. 

You may have read about Social 
Security facing future financial 

difficulties. That is 
primarily a result 
of the declining 

ratio of workers to beneficiaries and 
increasing life expectancy (average 
longevity for SS recipients today 
is mid-80s). Starting this year, the 
reserves in the Trust Funds will be 
used to cover any income short-
fall. The last official report from 
the Trustees of Social Security 
predicted that the SS Trust Funds 
assets are sufficient to pay full 
benefits until about 2035.

But even if Congress fails to 
act to resolve the issue and the 
Trust Funds run dry in the future, 
your benefits will still continue. If 
the Trust Funds run dry, however, 
your benefit would be reduced (not 
eliminated). 

If the Trust Funds are fully 
depleted, Social Security can only 
pay out as much as the income 
received, which would mean a ben-
efit reduction of about 21%, accord-
ing to current predictions. Sadly, 
Congress already knows how to fix 
Social Security’s financial issues 
- what’s lacking is the bipartisan 
cooperation needed to accomplish 
it. Personally, I do not believe that 
Congress will ever allow the Trust 
Funds to run dry, requiring a cut 
in benefits. (It would be political 
suicide.) Given the vitriol permeat-
ing Congress today, we’ll probably 
need to wait a while for a solution, 
but one will eventually come. In any 
case, please rest assured that your 
Social Security benefits will never 
stop, no matter how old you get. 
You can’t “use up all your benefits.”

Scammers target senior citizens in many creative ways

Ask Rusty

Social Security
spoofing scam

Scammers contact elderly 
people by phone and claim 
that the victim’s Social Secu-
rity number has been sus-
pended due to suspicious 
activity and asks the victim to 
confirm their number or risk 
the possibility that the number 
will be seized. The scammers 
are sophisticated and may 
use caller ID spoofing to make 
it look like they are actually 
calling from the Social Secu-
rity Administration.

Home repair scam
Typically working in teams 

of two or more, scammers 
scour neighborhoods with a 
high concentration of older 
residents, or even track 
recent widows and widowers 
through obituaries and death 
notices, then appear on their 
doorsteps claiming to spot 
something in need of fixing 
-- a hole in the roof or clogged 
drainpipe, for example.

The scammers demand 
payment upfront, and then 
often claim that their initial 
investigation reveals a more 
serious problem, with a more 
expensive solution. The 

“work” they do is unlicensed 
and often shoddy, such as 
applying paint to a roof to 
make it appear as if it has 
been tangibly fixed.

In a twist on this scam, one 
alleged worker might distract 
the elder while another enters 
the house to steal money and 
other valuables.

Grandparent scam
 In this situation, a scammer 

calls the elderly person and 
pretends to be their grand-
child. The grandchild will then 
ask for money for an unex-
pected financial problem like 
not having money for rent, 
medical bills, or car repairs. 
The scammer will plead with 
the grandparent not to tell 

their parent.
Telemarketing
or mail fraud

The U.S. Department of 
Justice estimates that dis-
honest telemarketers take 
in an estimated $40 billion 
each year, bilking one in six 
American consumers -- and 
the AARP claims that about 
80% of them are 50 or older. 
Scammers use the phone to 
conduct investment and credit 
card fraud, lottery scams, and 
identity theft. 

Another form of this senior 
citizen fraud is when scam-
mers use the phone to sell 
seniors goods that either 
never arrive or are worthless 
junk.
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Senior Focus

Ten

Free gym membership offered in Medicare Advantage
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

For those folks in their early 
60s approaching Medicare 
age, there is a fitness plan 
that can help keep them 
in shape that is offered by 
various Medicare supplement 
plans.

And it’s included at no extra 
cost when subscribing to the 
plans.

“If someone is shopping 
around, they can ask about 
health contributions,” sug-
gested Robin Brant, assistant 
director of Lake Jackson 
Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment.

These plans include Silver 
Sneakers, Silver & Fit & AARP 
Renew.

“Their thought is, the more 
active you are, the health-
ier you will be, and that will 
lessen your insurance claims,” 
she explained.

Not all plans offer them, and 
some offer one or more of the 
programs mentioned above, 

she said. 
Those enrolled in a sup-

plement plan will bring their 
membership number or card 
to a facility that accommo-
dates such plans, such as 
municipal recreation centers, 
and the staff can confirm 
membership with a computer 
search.

The facility bills the fitness 
programs, and the programs 
bill the insurance company 
offering the plan, so it’s basi-
cally a free gym and recre-
ation membership to those 
signed on with a Medicare 
supplement.

“They can use the whole 
facility,” said Brant in regard to 
what services can be used at 
the recreation center for mem-
bers of the fitness plans. That 
includes the weight room, the 
pool, fitness and specialty 
classes and various activities.

Silver Sneakers is one that 
allows its plan members to 
use a recreation center or gym 
anywhere in the country that 

accepts the plan, said Brant.
 “If you’re going on vacation, 

you can use a gym,” she said.
For those already sub-

scribed to a Medicare supple-
ment plan that offers a fitness 
program membership, and you 
haven’t taken advantage of it 
yet, feel free to contact Lake 
Jackson Recreation Center, 
said Brant.

 The plan members will 
need to go into the center and 
fill out a form to register to 
start enjoying the benefits.

 For questions or more infor-
mation, call (979) 297-4533. 

Other Brazoria County facil-
ities also accept these senior 
fitness plans, so check if your 
recreation center or fitness 
center can help you to stay fit 
for free!

Exercise allows you 
to live a healthier life

Want to feel better, be more 
active in your golden years? 
Exercise.

Studies have shown that 
maintaining regular physical 
activity can help prevent many 
common diseases, such as 
heart disease and diabetes. 
Exercise improves overall 
immune function, which is 
important for seniors as their 
immune systems are often 
compromised. Even light exer-
cise, such as walking, can be 
a powerful tool for preventable 
disease management.

Exercise produces endor-
phins (the “feel good” hor-
mone), which act as a stress 
reliever and leaves you feeling 
happy and satisfied. In addi-
tion, exercise has been linked 
to improving sleep, which is 
especially important for older 
adults who often suffer from 
insomnia and disrupted sleep 
patterns. 

Exercise improves strength 
and flexibility, which also help 
improve balance and coor-
dination, reducing the risk 
of falls. Seniors take much 
longer to recover from falls, so 
anything that helps avoid them 
in the first place is critical.

Memory Care
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Q: It’s been shocking to 
witness the events of the past 
several weeks. I would have never 
guessed that a virus could sweep 
across the world and essentially 
close it down. Is it possible that 
God has sent the recent problems 
to turn our attention from what’s 
important to us, causing us to look 
to Him? - A.C.

A: Life is a journey - although 
sometimes we forget it. Life 
becomes so hectic, and we 
become so preoccupied with our 
immediate concerns that we don’t 
step back and see the whole 
picture. For many people, life is a 
constant struggle just to survive. 
Others have everything they could 
ever want, yet remain unsatisfied 
and unfulfilled.

Some see their own life’s jour-
ney as a series of unrelated events 
- some good, some bad - strung 
together like beads on a string. 
Others feel trapped like a leaf in 
a rushing stream, tossed about 
by circumstances beyond control. 
Many people may never have 
stopped to think about the road 
they are traveling.

But God didn’t intend for our 
journey through life to be this way. 
Instead, He meant for it to be filled 
with purpose, whether in good 
times or bad times. He also wants 
to guide us as we make decisions 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God wants to give hope for the future
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

and to give us hope for the future. 
Most of all, He desires to make 
this journey with us.

Sometimes we get tired of the 
burdens of life brought on by 
sickness, isolation, or despair in 
the midst of overwhelming prob-
lems. Sometimes life touches one 
person with a bouquet and another 
with a thorn bush. But the first may 
find a wasp in the flowers and the 
second may discover roses among 
the thorns.

If you will believe in the Lord 
Jesus and follow Him, you will 
learn that He goes before you 
every step of the way. “A man’s 
heart plans his way, but the Lord 
directs his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).

medications I really don't know what 
they do, but everybody in the ad 
seems happy as they run around in 
nature.

And, no more political phone 
calls. Now I’m just getting calls 
about my Medicare plan. Too late.

This has definitely been one 
of the most interesting election 
campaigns, but not the first in which 
candidates aired opponents’ dirty 
laundry. They have all done that.

We started with mud throwing in 
1800. That didn’t take long.

The President of Yale University, 
a John Adams supporter, publicly 
suggested that were Jefferson to 
become the president, “we would 
see our wives and daughters the 
victims of legal prostitution.”

Weird, I know, but we just had 
started our democracy.

Some attacks have since become 
much more sophisticated and enter-
taining (but not this year).

In 1964, President Lyndon B. 
Johnson came out with the “Daisy 
Girl” ad. A young girl picks petals 
from a daisy and counts to 10. She 
then looks to the sky as a nuclear 
countdown begins and the bomb 
drops.

The message was that Repub-
lican challenger Barry Goldwater 
was too dangerous, and he could 
get us all killed. "Vote for President 
Johnson," said the narrator as the 
mushroom cloud engulfed the world. 
"The stakes are too high to stay 
home."

The ad ran once on television. 
The message was devastating and 
false. It was President Kennedy who 
brought the U.S. close to nuclear 
war with the Russians during the 
Cuban Missile Crisis. Johnson was 
his vice-president.

Then there was Ronald Reagan’s 
“The Bear” ad in 1984.

As the grizzly bear lumbers 
through the woods to the beat of 
a drum, the narrator says: “Some 
people say the bear is tame. Others 
say it's vicious and dangerous.”

The bear represented the Soviet 
Union.

"Since no one can really be sure 
who is right, isn't it smart to be as 
strong as the bear, if there is a 
bear?”

Excellent writing, and a very 
effective attack ad. Much more 
effective than: He was fired from 

one department and lied to another; 
he sniffed cocaine in the desert; 
or just ads tagging opponents as 
socialist or sellouts.

The art of political advertising was 
replaced this year with shrill mes-
saging and very poor quality black 
and white photos of opponents. It’s 
not fun to watch them dozens of 
times while waiting to see who got 
chosen for "The Voice."

So, change the channel if you 
don’t like it. But they were on all 
channels. There were millions of 
dollars flowing into races for adver-
tising buys on every level. There 
was no escaping from them.

Until the morning after.
Hey, it’s time to turn on the news. 

Look, a mattress sale. I don’t need 
one, but aren’t you a sight for sore 
eyes?

With political season over, advertising is again less scary
(Continued from Page 1)
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in. Please call ahead to reserve a 
seat. Meals served 11:30 a.m. at center. 
Take-out orders available - please call 
by 10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pick-up.

Wednesday, Nov. 18: South-
ern-fried chicken, creamed pota-
toes/gravy, green beans, carrot & 
raisin salad, biscuits, dessert.

Thursday, Nov. 18: Meatballs & 
gravy, rice, mustard greens, lima 
beans, slaw, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Nov. 20 - Hamburger 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

patty, corn, Boston-baked beans, 
lettuce & tomatoes, potato salad, 
bun dessert.

Monday, Nov. 23: Chicken-fried 
steak,  gravy, mustard greens, corn, 
peaches & cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Nov. 24: Spaghetti & 
meat sauce, carrots, beets, tossed 
salad, garlic sticks, dessert.

Meals on wheels available - please 
call by 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call by 8 a.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

closet.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Empa-

thy or compassion might motivate 
you to perform acts of kindness 
in the upcoming week. A good 
opportunity to improve your health 
or your workplace environment 
might come along.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
can juggle money like ping-pong 
balls in the week ahead. You 
might have the urge to spend a 
few dollars on frivolous things but 
have a wise appreciation for the 
best things that money can buy.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Mind 
over matter and manners over 
rudeness. In the week ahead, use 
a smile and a cheery disposition 
to outmaneuver anyone who 
challenges your peace of mind. 
You can likely outthink most of the 
competition.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
You are only physically young 
once, but you can remain mentally 
youthful by putting your imagina-
tion to work. As this week unfolds, 
you may focus on putting ideals 
into action in your daily life.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Opposites attract, possibly 
because one person’s aggres-
siveness is balanced by another 
person’s efforts to get along. In 
the week ahead, you may realize 
you’re most comfortable with 
people who welcome your enthu-
siasm.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): In 
the coming week, you might be 
involved in situations where you 
can prove that you are sincere 
and reliable. You may shine in 
group events where you can inter-
act with a wide array of people.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Someone may ask you to be 
sweet. Remember that honey 
attracts more flies than vinegar. 
Be kind this week whether you 
are running errands or discussing 
your dreams with a loved one.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You are only as old as you feel, so 
do the things that make you feel 
young and energetic. In the week 
ahead, you might have the urge 
dig out some games or hobby 
equipment from the back of the 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): It’s easy to receive fresh 
insights when you become 
involved with a new group of 
people. In the week to come, new 
contacts can help you widen your 
horizons and come up with new 
financial ideas.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): People respond well to 
generosity and tolerance, so they 
likely will be more cooperative and 
helpful toward those who are kind. 
In the upcoming week, graciously 
extend your hand in friendship.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Turn on the charm, and it will light 
your way. You can make some 
valuable connections in the week 
ahead. Your reputation for reliabil-
ity might be enhanced if you play 
your cards right.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Less stress may lead to better 
health. Happiness levels rise 
when you know deep in your heart 
that you are making the best pos-
sible choices for the best reasons. 
Focus on achieving inner peace 
this week.

November 17
1869 - The Suez Canal opened 

in Egypt, linking the Mediterra-
nean and the Red seas.

1904 - The first underwater 
submarine journey was taken, from 
Southampton, England, to the Isle 
of Wight.

1913 - In Germany, Kaiser Wil-
helm banned the armed forces from 
dancing the tango.

November 18
1903 - The U.S. and Panama 

signed a treaty that granted the U.S. 
rights to build the Panama Canal.

1959 - William Wyler’s “Ben-Hur” 
premiered at Loew’s Theater in New 
York City’s Times Square.

1966 - Sandy Koufax (Los Ange-
les Dodgers) announced his retire-
ment from major league baseball.

1966 - U.S. Roman Catholic bish-
ops did away with the rule against 
eating meat on Fridays.

November 19
1893 - The first newspaper color 

supplement was published in the 
Sunday New York World.

1895 - The “paper pencil” was 

patented by Frederick E. Blaisdell.
1928 - “Time” magazine pre-

sented its cover in color for the first 
time. The subject was Japanese 
Emperor Hirohito.

November 20
1873 - Budapest was formed 

when the rival cities of Buda and 
Pest were united to form the capital 
of Hungary.

1945 - 24 Nazi leaders went 
before an international war crimes 
tribunal in Nuremberg, Germany.

1962 - Mickey Mantle was named 
the American League Most Valuable 
Player for the third time.

November 21
1694 - French author and philos-

opher Jean Francois Voltaire was 
born. At age 65 he spent only three 
days writing “Candide.”

1877 - Thomas A. Edison 
announced the invention of his 
phonograph.

1934 - The New York Yankees 
purchased the contract of Joe 
DiMaggio from San Francisco of the 
Pacific Coast League.

1995 - The Dow Jones Industrial 

Average closed above the 5,000-
mark (5,023.55) for the first time.

November 22
1935 - The first trans-Pacific 

airmail flight began in Alameda, CA, 
when the flying boat known as the 
China Clipper left for Manila. The 
craft was carrying over 110,000 
pieces of mail.

1942 - During World War II, the 
Battle of Stalingrad began.

1972 - U.S. President Richard 
M. Nixon lifted a ban on American 
travel to Cuba. The ban had been 
put in place on February 8, 1963.

November 23
1889 - The first jukebox made 

its debut in San Francisco, at the 
Palais Royale Saloon.

1945 - The U.S. wartime rationing 
of most foods ended.

1946 - Mound Metalcraft changed 
its name to Tonka Toys Incorpo-
rated.

1971 - The People’s Republic 
of China was seated in the United 
Nations Security Council.

1991 - Yugoslavia’s rival leaders 
agreed to a new cease-fire.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: RIGOR  GRAPH  OUTWIT  UPDATE
Answer: The nursery that sold bamboo was experiencing -- RAPID GROWTH
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 __ Plaines: Chicago suburb
4 J. Edgar Hoover Building org.
10 Catch
14 Suffix with hero
15 Sea between Greece and 
Turkey
16 Dutch South African
17 They’re ominous
19 Decent-sized lot
20 “No more, thanks”

21 End of many long weekends: 
Abbr.
23 Ad __ committee
24 Many a “Twilight” character
25 Gulf State native
27 That, in Oaxaca
28 They’re luminous
32 Word in a January song
33 Wood strip
34 Song first sung by Ethel Waters 
at Harlem’s Cotton Club ... and a 

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
TIGER  WHALE  HYENA  OTTER  DINGO  ZEBRA

hint to four other long answers
40 Flat-bottomed boat
41 “Sesame Street” pal of Zoe
42 They’re clamorous
49 “Jingle Bells” contraction
50 Last Supper question
51 “Ivy and __”: kid-lit series by 
Annie Barrows
53 Infamous Amin
54 More than unfriendly
55 Breed of sheep
57 Astrological transition point
59 They’re ruinous
62 Wasatch Mountains resort
63 “Twilight” vampire
64 Suffix with Brooklyn
65 For fear that
66 Trounces
67 Some NFL blockers

DOWN
1 Finished a job
2 Dental layer
3 Composer Rachmaninoff
4 Food truck fare
5 Believed
6 Swelled head
7 Pot-au-__: French stew
8 Outlaw
9 Happy way to break out
10 Abbr. in an unfilled TV slot
11 New __, NY: home of Iona 
College
12 Ford’s first minivan
13 Like some concrete
18 Big ape
22 Bird’s beak
25 Sole
26 Corn Belt region
29 Guffaw syllable
30 Rum __ Tugger: “Cats” role
31 __Kosh B’gosh
34 Bus kiosk posting
35 Ones seeing things
36 Dominate
37 K-12, in education
38 Latin lover’s word
39 Parking violation risk
40 Showing no emotion
43 502, in old Rome
44 Steer clear of
45 Saudi Arabian capital
46 Iberian river to the Mediterra-
nean
47 Carl with nine Emmys
48 Most sensible
52 Snoops (around)
55 Car sticker no.
56 Postings at an airline gate, for 
short
58 Vanna’s partner
60 __ Jima
61 Quick flight
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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