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Sugarplum Market Reasons why I give thanks on Thanksgiving
is more than just
a holiday event
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

A Brazoria County veteran with a
wife and four children dies of brain
cancer. They need help.
Someone gives the family an old
trailer in need of repairs. Financial
assistance is provided, and local
merchants make donations.
A 70-year-old veteran was being
cared for by his brother who passes
away. A sister wants to take over
caring for her brother rather than put
him in a home. She, too, needs help.
Funds are provided, volunteers
help repair a trailer, and a local
merchant provides funds for food
and medicine.
The common rallying force behind
these two charitable efforts to help
veterans was the James Anderson
American Legion Auxiliary Unit 561.
On Dec. 4, the organization will
host the Sugarplum Market, a
fundraiser to benefit veterans and
their families.
The auxiliary, which has about
25 active women, helps veterans in
times of hardship and illness, helps
pay for funeral expenses, and on
every Memorial and Veterans Day

(See SUGARPLUM on Page 6)
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‘Tis the season when we race
around buying food to prepare
wonderful feasts for our families
and friends.
We stress out over the perfect
turkey – should we roast it, bake it,
fry it, or just smoke it?

Memories are made of this

Do we stuff it or make dressing?
Brown gravy or giblet? What kind
of veggies should we cook? Can
we ever have enough pumpkin and
pecan pies? Do we host the meal
or go to Aunt Velma’s?
If we’re not careful, we may let
preparations for a good time steal
away from celebrating in the true
spirit of Thanksgiving.
Stop for a minute, take a breath
and take stock of all we have for
which to be thankful. Maybe we
should just think about giving
thanks.

Photo by Janice R. Edwards

Spoonbills reap nature’s Thanksgiving feast along the San Bernard River.
I close my eyes, stand on the
for a likely field to have their picnic
deck and feel the brisk north wind
- their Thanksgiving meal stop.
cut a pattern south. It brings with it a
Ever since I was a child, the visiting
visit from our winter winged visitors,
geese have always signified that the
the Snow Geese.
beat of life goes on.
I don’t have to see them. I hear
For this, I am thankful.
(See THANKS on Page 7)
their “line-up” honks as they look

Grab those special moments before they’re gone forever
By John Micek

Special to The Bulletin

The Lyft driver pulled up to the
curb at Sarasota-Bradenton International Airport (Florida) early in
the afternoon.
I’d only been standing there for
a couple of minutes, and my shirt
already clung to me in the Florida

heat. I threw my bags in ahead of
me, and piled into the backseat,
where I was hit by an arctic blast of
air conditioning.
“What brings you here?” Will, my
driver, asked. He was a wiry, welltanned man, probably somewhere
in his 70s. And like every ride-share
driver, he was chatty. Really chatty.

Fantasy Football’s dreaded handcuffs

By Peter Funt
The Bulletin

In the national obsession
known as fantasy football, the
most valuable position this season
is not the quarterback or wide
receiver, it’s the handcuff.
Handcuff is the term describing
a player who isn’t good enough
to see much action unless the
guy ahead of him gets hurt. Just
six weeks into the NFL season,

the number of injuries among elite
players is so high that fantasy team
owners spend most of their energy
rooting against, or as the case may
be for, debilitating collisions.
Alexander Mattison of the Minnesota Vikings, for example, is hardly
a household name and not likely
to be hired for beer commercials.
But he’s among the NFL’s most
valuable handcuffs. Sure enough,

(See HANDCUFFS on Page 5)

But after nine hours of travel that
had started at 4 a.m. that morning,
several hours of masked confinement on a pair of flights, and one
seemingly interminable layover, I
didn’t really mind.
I was down there to visit my
mother, who’s lived alone in Sarasota for the past decade since my
father died. It was my first visit since
before the start of the pandemic.
You always figure there’s going
to be plenty of time, until there isn’t.
It was a trip that was equal parts
vacation, long overdue catch-up,
and a tag-up with the roots I never
knew I’d planted in southwestern
Florida.
The reunion was all that you
might have expected it to be. Hugs.
Laughter. Some tears. And because
I’m Italian on my mother’s side —
don’t let the Slavic surname fool
you, I consider myself more Italian
(See MOMENTS on Page 10)

Bully starts chants,
but gets a taste of
his own medicine

By John toth
The Bulletin

Let’s watch a movie tonight, I
suggested.
We ended up watching “Dazed
and Confused,” a 1991 ritual of
youth based in the 1970s. It’s similar
to “American Graffiti,” which portrays the 1950s youth experience.
I needed something with no
drama or violence - movie-lite.
“Dazed “ fit the bill, except for
the character of Ben Affleck, who
plays Fred, the leader of a group
of villain high school seniors who
like to chase down freshmen boys
and paddle them. By the time he

Ramblings

got what he deserved, I was hoping
someone would file aggravated
assault charges on him.
His character reminded me of
1972, when at the age of 16 I found
a summer job as a pot washer at a
camp in New Hampshire. The job
didn’t pay much, but it allowed me to
get out of the concrete jungle.
After I got there, I got my bunk
assignment and met Josh Greenberg, the counselor of the bunk
where I would be staying for the
summer. He was my Fred, but I
never got paddled. He wasn’t that
weird.
Josh was a spoiled rich brat with
a brand new Ford Mustang, in which
I never rode. He had a knack for
singling someone out in a crowd and
hammering him psychologically. He
was a bully.
He gave me a nickname: Uncouth
Tooth. Since my name is Toth, he
thought that was really clever. I
didn’t mind. I had been called worse.
In Austria, Toth sounded like the
German word for “dead.” I’ve had
experience with how to handle these

(See BULLY on Page 5)
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NOVEMBER 24

WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY
November 24
1863 - The battle above the
clouds was fought on Lookout
Mountain near Chattanooga.
Pre-frontal clouds obscured the
upper battle- field aiding a Union
victory.
November 26
1896 - Snow and high winds hit
the Northern Plains and the Upper
Mississippi Valley with a Thanksgiving Day blizzard across North
Dakota. The storm was followed by
a severe cold wave in the Upper
Midwest. The temperature at Pokegama Dam MI plunged to 45 degrees
below zero.
November 27
1883 - Fire engines were called
out in New York City and New
Haven, CT., as a result of the
afterglow of the sunset due to vivid
red ash from the Krakatoa Volcano
explosion in August.
November 28
1921 - New England was in the
midst of a four day icestorm, their
worst of record. Ice was more than
three inches thick in many places
following the storm, and property
damage was in the millions of
dollars.
November 29
1896 - The mercury plunged to
51 degrees below zero at Havre,
MT.
November 30
1875 - The temperature dipped
to 5 above zero at New York City, 2
below at Boston MA, and 13 below
at Eastport ME.

NOVEMBER 25

NOVEMBER 26

NOVEMBER 27

NOVEMBER 28

NOVEMBER 29

NOVEMBER 30

Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Houdini’s underwater stunt
proves rival’s fakery
Q. How did “Master Mystifier”
Harry Houdini manage to stay in an
airtight coffin for an hour and a half?
A. Very scientifically! Earlier in
1926, 26-year-old Rahman Bey had
stayed encoffined in a swimming
pool for 60 minutes, says Massimo
Polidoro in “Secrets of the Psychics:
Investigating Paranormal Claims.”
What galled Houdini was Bey’s
claim of doing this while in a “cataleptic trance.”
No trance was needed, and he’d
prove it, said physically conditioned
debunker Houdini, whose self-designed casket held 26,428 cubic
inches of air, minus the space taken
by his body and a telephone. After
a light breakfast, he stripped to shirt
and trunks and entered the coffin,
which was then lowered into the
pool. “It took about 700 pounds of
iron and eight swimmers standing
on top of the casket to keep it level
and beneath the waterline,” says
Polidoro.
Houdini lay motionless, breathing
shallow breaths to conserve oxygen.
Even just talking left him gasping.
Soon he was told he’d made it to an
hour. He wanted more. He pressed
his soaked hanky to his lips. At
1-hour-28 he started seeing yellow
lights. He moved onto the broad of
his back to take weight off his lungs,
then lay sideways, ear on the phone
receiver to avoid having to hold it.
At 1-hour-30, prearranged in case
he might fall asleep, he was brought

DID YOU KNOW?
• The original “Mr. Potato Head”
didn’t come with a plastic potato.
The kit came with plastic parts that
you’d stab into real potatoes.
• Microwaving food doesn’t
destroy its nutrients and is actually
one of the most nutritionally sound
food-preparation methods.
• If you’re younger than 48, no
one has traveled to the moon in
your lifetime.

Use Seal N heal® to seal
wounds on dogs & cats, with a
bitter taste to prevent gnawing, allow healing. At Tractor
Supply® (www.fleabeacon)

up and felt physical elation. His
pulse had gone from 84 at entry to
142. An aide said he looked “deathly
white,” and opined that Houdini had
shortened his life by this “endurance
burial.” One thing was sure, says
Polidoro: “He had beaten the faker
Bey at his own game!”
Pi is older than you’d think
Q. Schoolkids today know
mathematical pi as 3.14, possibly
3.14159..., while computers have
calculated pi to several billion
decimal places. Going back 2,500
years to the Old Testament, did the
ancients have an estimate for pi?
A. From 1 Kings 7:23 - “Also he
made a molten sea of ten cubits
from brim to brim, round in compass... and a line of thirty cubits did
compass it about” -- so pi was 3,
says David Acheson in “1089 and
All That: A Journey into Mathematics.” The earliest known estimate
appears in the Rhind Papyrus, c.
1650 B.C.E., at 3.16..., but the
crude 3 was used throughout much
of the ancient world. Fascinatingly,
pi is an “irrational number,” not
expressible as a ratio of two whole
numbers, and so its decimal expansion goes on forever.
Finally a mnemonic riddle, with a
piece of pi as prize: “How I want a
drink, alcoholic of course, after the
heavy lectures involving quantum
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mechanics!” Now can you remember pi to 14 places?
There used to be
22-23 hours in a day
Q. Were days longer or shorter
back in dino times?
A. Because Earth’s rotation is
slowing, due largely to the tidal pull
of the Moon, about 16 seconds
are added to the day every million
years, or an hour every 200 million
years, says University of Illinois
professor of aerospace engineering,
Bruce A. Conway.
As Earth’s spin rate lessens,
there is a related recession of the
Moon, by about 4 cm/year (1.5
inches) - a mighty slow distancing
- confirmed by using lunar laser
retroreflectors placed by the Apollo
astronauts in the 1970s. So dinosaur days were more like 23-hour
days, and with a Moon that was a
little closer than it is now.
In a marvelous concordance of
astronomical and biological data, a
22-hour pre-dinosaur day has been
spotted in the daily growth marks
in annual rings of fossilized corals
from the Devonian period some 370
million years ago.
The corals show that an Earthyear had about 400 days, says
Conway, so each day must have
been a little shorter, about 22 hours,
confirming the astronomical result.

* Gordita
* Barbacoa
* Breakfast Taco
* Homemade Tortilla

NEW HOURS AS OF OCT. 25 - CLOSED MONDAYS
Tues - Friday 4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday 5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
500 W. Mulberry St., Angleton, TX 7515
Tel: (979) 331-3457
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Let us email you
The Bulletin weekly
This is good time to sign up for
our free email service.
Then, each Tuesday we’ll send
you an email with a link to the latest
issue of The Bulletin.
All you have to do is go to our
website:
mybulletinnewspaper.com
Scroll down to the bottom, where
you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last
name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take
care of the rest.
With the virus making outings
a hassle in some cases, this is a
convenient way to make sure that
you don’t miss a single issue of The
Bulletin.
If you have any questions, please
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

ABOUT US

Published since July 4, 1994

Publishers
John Toth

(979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

AHOY, MATES; THE SHIP
BE ON FIRE: Police on patrol in
Titusville, Fla., spotted four-foothigh flames in a roadway in front
of the home of a man who was on
his front lawn holding a sword, had
a knife in his waistband, and was
chugging a half-gallon of Captain
Morgan spiced rum. They had been
called to that man’s home to investigate illegal burns about five times in
the past six months.
GIRLFRIEND GHOST OR
HALLUCINATION?: A 43-yearold man told police that he broke
into a truck parked outside a
Walmart in Vero Beach, Fla., so
that he could “see his imaginary
girlfriend, Emma.” He said that he
visits Emma only when he is “tripping on meth,” and that he intended
to steal items from the vehicle that
he could sell in order to buy the
meth.
TARZAN PROTECT WHAT
TARZAN’S: A man, who was
playing video games in the nude
in his home in Pawtucket, R.I., at
2 o’clock in the morning, heard a
noise outside, and ran out, still not
dressed, and got into a fight with a

man who was stealing the catalytic
converter from underneath his car.
During the struggle, he managed to
grab the thief’s phone as he fled.
IT’S NOT MARIO KART: A
man, who got shot and crashed
his car into a pole in Des Moines,
Iowa, at 3 a.m., told police that he
had also been shot by an unknown
person three months ago.
IT DROVE FAST, AND HE
WAS FURIOUS: A man bought
a $310,000, V-10, Lamborghini
Huracán in Germany, and was
driving it home to Norway when
he roared through Denmark at 147
mph. Danish police seized the car
under a new law that allows them to
confiscate the vehicles of “reckless”
drivers and sell them at auction.
CERTAINLY NOT A
SMOOTH CRIMINAL: A man,
who shot a guy during an argument on a street in Idaho Falls two
months ago, called police to ask if
he could come in and retrieve his
gun, which they were holding as
evidence. They said, “Yes,” and
arrested him as soon as he showed
up at the police station.
HMMM, THIS BIKE LOOKS

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

john.bulletin@gmail.com

Sharon Toth

sharon.bulletin@gmail.com
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5 p.m. on Tuesday.
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. Spacious 1 & 2
Bedrooms
. Walk-in Closets
. Sparkling
Swimming Pool
. Easy Access to
Hwy. 288

REDUCED RATES*

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115 . AngletonManor APTS.com
1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515
*See oﬃce
for details

FAMILIAR: A Good Samaritan pulled over on his way to his
home from working a night shift in
Glasgow, Scotland, to help a man
fix a bicycle on the side of the road.
While doing the repairs, the man
spotted distinctive stickers on the
bike and realized that the man he
was helping had stolen the bicycle
from his shed 10 minutes earlier.
WHAT DO THEY PUT IN
MOUNTAIN DEW?: A man was
arrested for burglary after he broke
into a home in Blairs Mills, Pa., and
stole a bottle of Mountain Dew.
AND YOU CALL YOURSELF
A BUSINESSWOMAN!?: A
psychic gave a Los Angeles man a
Tarot card reading that she claimed

showed that one of his ex-girlfriends must have hired a witch to
place a curse on him, which is why
his marriage was in trouble. She
offered to remove it for $5,100 but
failed to do so. He is suing her.
AVOID POLICE STATIONS
WHEN INTOXICATED: A drunk
driver veered off the road from a
traffic circle, hit a road sign, went
across the Village Green, and
slammed into a tree and a rock
just steps from the police station in
Pelham, N.H., at two o’clock in the
morning. After hearing the crash,
a police sergeant went outside
and arrested the man, who was
attempting to drive away in his
pickup truck.

BULLY
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types of situations. But he didn’t
know that.
Kitchen workers at this summer
camp were treated like everyone
else. We were there to do a job
and then enjoy camp life. The goal
was to make the rich kids’ summer
experience fun enough so that
they’d sign up and pay an exorbitant
amount of money again next year.
It was a lot of fun, except for Josh.
He thought I was the lowest on the
totem pole. Apparently, he wanted
me out of his cabin - with me being
just a poor boy from the city, washing pots in the camp.
Kitchen workers ate early and
worked while everyone else dined. I
was tackling a sink full of dirty pots
one day when I started hearing a
chant, first softly, and then it grew
louder: “Uncouth Tooth, Uncouth
Tooth… .”
I shrugged it off and continued
working. The chant died down. The
next day, the same thing happened
and the day after that. I asked Josh

not to encourage his table of kids to
start the chants.
After it started, all the other tables
joined in without knowing what it
meant, or who it was about. That’s
not hard to do with kids (and apparently not with adults, either).
Josh doubled down, and the
chants grew in intensity and frequency. I asked the camp owner
what to do. He told me to just ignore
it. Josh would get tired of it. He
didn’t.
I had enough and started my
counter attack. I had nothing to
lose. Josh turned on the heat after
we talked. The direct path didn’t
work, so I went around him.
One night, while the chant
reached full volume, I put down my
pots and stuck my head out the
kitchen door.
Then I swung open the door, and
with my apron on and a scrubber
in my hand, I waved to the crowd.
They went crazy and began cheering.
The camp owner started clapping, and it spread across the dining

Just in time for the Holidays

4999

SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY $
12-15 LBS.
(LARGE: $59.99)
FAMILY PACK

3 PINT SIDE ORDERS, 1 LB. BRISKET,
1 LB. SAUSAGE, 1 WHOLE CHICKEN

PARTY PACK

1.5 LBs. BRISKET, 1LB. SAUSAGE, 2 LBS. RIBS
2 WHOLE CHICKENS, 6 PINT SIDE ORDERS

5299

$

11499

$

Happy Thanksgiving from our family to yours
DINE-IN

. TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU

CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING
1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

room.
I made an appearance every time
I heard the chanting.
Campers got to know me and
found out that the word “uncouth”
didn’t really fit me. I was actually a
really couth guy.
The chants continued, but for
a different reason. They were not
started by Josh. He began to have
a really bad summer. The kids in
our bunk waited until I got out of the

kitchen and hung around me during
free periods. They even volunteered
to help me in the kitchen, which I
“couthly” declined. I don’t think the
owner or the chef would have liked
that.
That was Josh’s last year at the
camp as a counselor. It was the
start of my seven summers there,
working in different capacities. I
only washed pots for that one year
in 1972.

In “Dazed,” the freshmen ended
up pouring paint all over Fred and
embarrassing him in front of his
friends. I used psychology to defeat
Josh.
I don’t know what happened to
Josh. But if you’re still around, Josh,
you forgot to say goodbye to me in
1972 as you pulled out of the camp
parking lot in your brand new Mustang - in which I never rode.
That was uncouth.

HANDCUFFS

be next up. Edwards-Helaire lasted
only a few plays before suffering
an MCL sprain. I’m embarrassed to
admit I felt like a lottery winner as
he was helped off the field.
Back at draft time, I selected a
handcuff on the Baltimore Ravens
named Gus Edwards, knowing
that if anything were to happen to
the team’s top running back, J.K.
Dobbins, I’d be set. Immediately
after my draft, Dobbins suffered a

season-ending knee injury. Well! I
was sorry to see a player hurt, but
now Edwards was gold.
Days later, Gus Edwards tore his
ACL, and his season ended before
it began.
I never thought fantasy football
would require me to draft a handcuff
for the handcuff.
(Copyright 2021. Peter Funt’s
new memoir, “Self-Amused,” is now
available at CandidCamera.com.)

(From Page 1)

when the Vikings star running back
Dalvin Cook injured his ankle after
two games, Mattison became an
immediate star.
I drafted Dalvin Cook for my fantasy team but wasn’t able to secure
his handcuff, so I was stuck. I also
selected Joe Mixon of the Cincinnati Bengals who, after a great
first game, injured his ankle and
hasn’t been the same since. Alas,
I don’t have his handcuff, Samaje
Perine, nor do I own the backup for
George Kittle, star tight end on the
San Francisco Forty-Niners. Kittle
quickly hurt his calf and was placed
on Injured Reserve.
As bad as my luck has been,
it’s not even unusual. Despite
improved training, better diets and
computer-programmed workouts,
NFL players seem increasingly like
racehorses - fast, powerful, but
fragile. The league keeps amending
its rules to limit injuries, but to no
avail.
Recently, I took a chance and
added a little-known player on the
Kansas Chiefs just minutes before
kickoff. If running back Clyde
Edwards-Helaire were to get hurt,
my handcuff, Darrel Williams, would

The Palms of Lake Jackson

We Buy All
Mobile Homes
In Parks, On Land, All
Condition, All Ages
New & Used. No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!
Call Now

(713) 929-2517
The Bulletin is a family-run newspaper that wants to help your family-owned business. Call us at (979)
849-5407.

2 BR’s Starting at $775

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour
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SUGARPLUM

(From Page 1)

puts out Poppies made by members
in honor of those who have served
and those who gave their lives
The group also provides scholarships for seniors.
Until 2016, the auxiliary and the
companion Legion Post had been
dormant for years. Candy Rab, who
is now 1st vice president of the
auxiliary, and her husband, Robert,
were the drivers behind getting the
organizations reactivated.
Candy Rab explains that the
auxiliary was named in honor of
James Anderson, the first resident
of Brazoria County to die in the
Korean War.

(979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

The auxiliary was re-started with
only a little more than $200 in the
bank, and the group soon realized
that it couldn’t help veterans and
their families without finding a way
to raise money.
The idea for the Sugarplum
Market was born.
The Sugarplum Market is the
auxiliary’s primary fundraising event
and has allowed the organization
to spend $50,000 helping veterans
and their families in the last four
years.
“We have a good group of women
who keep up with goings-on and
know what help is needed,” says
Candy Rab. “We do all sorts of
things, including paying utility bills if

needed.”
This Market on Dec. 4 will be held
inside the Legion building at 203
East San Bernard in Brazoria and in
a pavilion outside the building.
The event features more than 50
vendors, a silent auction, a chicken
spaghetti lunch for $10, Santa
Clause, the Grinch and a Sugarplum fairy and helpers.
There will also be a raffle for a
“Stars and Stripes” quilt donated by
Teresa Pool, the owner of Mimi’s
Quilt Tops & More. Auxiliary members are busy selling chances for $5
each or 5 for $20. The drawing will
be held at the Sugarplum Market.
Judy Parker, 2nd vice president
of the auxiliary, emphasizes that the
organization is fortunate to have
widespread community support.
“You can’t be successful in these
types of projects without support
from the community,” she says.
Judy Parker and her husband,
CAMPER SPACE FOR RENT
in Churchill, with cement slab. All
bills paid. New 8’x20’ porch. (979)
824-0225.
Assistant Manager Needed:
Experience Preferred. Apply
In Person, The Lodge At
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek
Drive, Richwood

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton
Come rent a space at our place!

1/2 OFF

First Month's Rent
With This Ad

2370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

979-848-1400

LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission for a Wine and
Beer Retailers Permit (BG) With
a Food and Beverage Certificate
(FB) by Roma Italian Restaurant
INC, operating as Roma Italian
Restaurant to be located at 3
Circle way Lake Jackson, Brazoria
County, Texas. Albania Daku
President.

ATTENTION READERS
WE NEED YOUR HELP
When one of our advertisers asks
where you have seen their product,
please let them know that you saw
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is
very important to them and us.

Donald, have strong motivation for
their involvement in projects that
help veterans.
Donald’s half-brother was the first
serviceman from Brazoria County to
be killed in action in Vietnam.
“We do this to honor him and

other servicemen who gave their
lives for our country,” Judy says.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

THANKS
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We’ve had more than our share of
rain in the San Bernard River shed,
but we didn’t have a major flood.
Water draining out of the back bays
brought shrimp and bait fish with
it and brought back the Roseate
Spoonbills that had been missing for
a while.
The Texas Department of

Transportation is well on the way to
building a larger, safer bridge over
the San Bernard. The little dredge
that could is working at opening the
mouth of the San Bernard River.
By spring, new fish migrations
will find this old path, and we’ll all
be catching fish under our lights.
Black-bellied whistling ducks have
taught me their songs as they fly
overhead on the way to a local

landing pad and neighborhood
snack shop.
For these, I am truly thankful.
Another hurricane season has
come and gone. And even though
Nicholas left his calling card, he
didn’t devastate our immediate
coast.
We’ve had another year of
spectacular sunsets and sunrises
that take our breath away and full
Harvest and Hunter’s moons spilling
pools of gold on the calm river with
rainbow after rainbow pouring their
pots of gold into the San Bernard.
For this, I give thanks.
My family is healthy; there is
money in the bank and food on the
table. There’s a roof over my head
and a river outside my front door.
I’ve discovered new information
about the area’s history puzzle I am
trying to piece together.
I have friends up and down the
river with whom to celebrate, share
joys and sadness, to share the load
and just to be there for them.
For all this that I am so lucky to
experience, I give thanks.
So, in the spirit of giving thanks, I
lift my morning cup of coffee to the
new sunrise and another new day
that will bring even more joys for
which to be thankful.
I vow to give back to this community that gives so much to those
who know it well. And I think that
if I never get a bite of turkey this
Thanksgiving, I have already had
my feast. I have satisfied my soul.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin.
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com.
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage
Commission
for
a
Mixed
Beverage Permit (MB) and a
Beverage Cartage Permit (PE) by
BC Billiards LLC,, operating as
Damifino Billiards, to be located
at 116 E Mulberry St, Angleton,
Brazoria County, Texas. 77515
Carrol Elizabeth Burt Manager
and Elizabeth Toler Manager of
LLC,

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)
+
a Bucket
of Beer

(Your choice of beer)

4000

$

#1
101 Clements St
Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

#2
116 E. Plantation
Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220
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Was the first Thanksgiving in Florida? Pilgrims, Native Americans feasted together, but not on turkey
Colonists and the Wampanoag tribe shared an autumn harvest feast in
1621 in Plymouth, Massachusetts that is widely acknowledged as one of
the first Thanksgiving celebrations. But some historians argue that Florida,
not Massachusetts, may have been the true site of the first Thanksgiving in
North America, according to History.com.
In 1565, nearly 60 years before Plymouth, a Spanish fleet came ashore
and planted a cross in the sandy beach to christen the new settlement of St.
Augustine. To celebrate the arrival and give thanks for God’s providence, the
800 Spanish settlers shared a festive meal with the native Timucuan people.
The menu for the meal shared by the Spaniards and Timucuans lacked
most of today’s typical Thanksgiving dishes, but it did feature a traditional
post-Thanksgiving staple—leftovers. Unlike the Pilgrims, who served food
freshly harvested from American soil, the Spanish were forced to make
do with whatever provisions survived the long voyage across the Atlantic
Ocean.

The best account of the 1621
Thanksgiving is a letter from English
settler Edward Winslow that never
mentions the word “Thanksgiving,”
but tells of a week-long harvest celebration that included a three-day
celebration with King Massasoit and
90 Wampanoag men, “so we might,
after a more special manner, rejoice
together.”
The Thanksgiving meal in Plymouth probably had little in common
with today’s traditional holiday
spread. Although turkeys were
indigenous, there’s no record of a
big, roasted bird at the feast.
The Wampanoag brought deer,

TURKEY FACTS
• These days, farmers breed turkeys in order to sell them for their
meat. But, according to Encyclopedia Britannica, up until 1935, the
birds were bred for their “beautifully
colored plumage,” which features
stunning striped patterns.
• Not only do turkeys have gorgeous feathers, but they also have
a lot of them. According to the U.S.
Fish and Wild Life Service, an adult
turkey has anywhere from 5,000 to
6,000 individual feathers on their
body.
• Female turkeys are called hens,
just like female chickens; but male
turkeys aren’t roosters. Instead,
they’re called toms, or, since male
turkeys are the ones who make the
notorious gobbling sound, they can
also be called gobblers.
• The woolly mammoth had
its hey-day on Earth until about
10,500 years ago before eventually
becoming extinct 4,000 years ago.
While it’s hard to imagine a
turkey flying above a gigantic
woolly mammoth, the birds have
actually been around for a lot
longer. In fact, turkeys have been
on the scene for almost 10 million
years, according to the University
of Illinois.
• Turkey “beards” grow three to
five inches per year.

and there would have been lots of
local seafood (mussels, lobster,
bass) plus the fruits of the first pilgrim harvest, including pumpkin. No
mashed potatoes, though. Potatoes
had only been recently shipped
back to Europe from South America.
In “On Plymouth Plantation,”
Bradford’s famous account of the
founding of Plymouth Colony, he
remarked of the fall harvest that
year that: “there was great store
of wild turkeys, of which they

took many, besides venison, etc.”
Wild - but not domestic - turkey
was indeed plentiful in the region
and a common food source for
both English settlers and Native
Americans. But it is just as likely
that the fowling party returned with
other birds we know the colonists
regularly consumed, such as ducks
and geese. Instead of bread-based
stuffing, herbs, onions or nuts might
have been added to the birds for
extra flavor.

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

Fun facts about Thanksgiving that you may have missed
• In a letter to his daughter,
Benjamin Franklin wrote, “For my
own part I wish the Bald Eagle had
not been chosen the Representative
of our Country...For the Truth the
Turkey is in Comparison a much
more respectable Bird.”
Although Franklin didn’t have
his wish granted, his letter inspired

a song performed in “1776,” the
Tony-winning musical about the
drafting of the Declaration of Independence.
• Famously known for writing
“Mary Had a Little Lamb,” Sarah
Josepha Hale was a 19th-century
writer and editor who was nicknamed the Mother (or Godmother)

of Thanksgiving. The name seemed
fitting after she wrote a letter to
President Abraham Lincoln and
Secretary of State William Seward
in 1863 calling for the declaration of
Thanksgiving as a national holiday.
• Before becoming a Christmas
anthem, “Jingle Bells” was an
1857 song titled “One Horse Open
Sleigh,” and its composer, James
Pierpont, intended it to be a Thanksgiving Day song. But it became so
popular around Dec. 25 that in 1859
the title was changed to “Jingle
Bells” and the rest is history.
• Thanksgiving Day and turkey
go hand-in-hand, so this number
shouldn’t be too much of a surprise. Although not all Americans
celebrate the holiday, there are still
millions of families gathering around
the table to eat one of the most special meals of the year - and for those
who aren’t satisfied with only one
day of it, Christmas is also a popular
occasion to cook another turkey.
• In 1989, President George H.
W. Bush pardoned the first turkey,
assuring that particular bird would
never become somebody’s dinner.
Since then, every president has
upheld the tradition. In 2005 and
2009, the birds went to Disneyland
and Disney World parks to participate in the annual Thanksgiving
parades.
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MOMENTS

(From Page 1)

than anything else — plenty of food,
and no small amount of wine. Now
well into her 80s, my mom’s as
sharp as ever. And she can still talk
the legs off of a donkey. I’m not sure
which one of us finally called time.
But I’m almost certain it was me.
Conversations with people into
their ninth decade are, necessarily,
more retrospective than they are
prospective. Yes, she asked about
work. Yes, she asked about my wife
and daughter. But we talked more
about our shared topography: parenthood, her childhood and young
adulthood, my childhood and young
adulthood. Much of it was gauzy
and nostalgic. But behind it all, there
was the sense that there was a
clock ticking, inexorably.
In the afternoons, with the Florida
skies threatening, and often delivering, rain before breaking into a
lemonade yellow sun that inflicted
a sunburn that slowly mellowed
to a tan, I took long drives around
Sarasota.
There were a new pair of traffic
circles along Main Street, a surviving piece of Old Florida, dotted with
restaurants, boutiques and book
stores. More than a few were new
since my last trip. Some storefronts
were dark and empty, victims of the
pandemic-mandated shutdowns last
year. But even at 2 p.m. on a weekday, the street hummed with life. I
pulled into a parking space and paid
at a kiosk — also new — and left
after a couple of hours with some
books under my arm.
The day before I left, I drove
out of downtown, across the John
Ringling Causeway, which stretches
over a sparkling expanse of Sarasota Bay, and into St. Armands
Key, a plush neighborhood of wildly
expensive shops, restaurants of
varying degrees of affordability, and
implausibly large homes.

DID YOU KNOW?
• Beer cans in Japan include
braille to prevent blind people from
confusing alcoholic drinks with soft
drinks.
• Astronauts Mark Lee and Jan
Davis secretly got married nine
months before their joint trip to the
International Space Station in 1992.
They didn’t notify NASA until it was
too late to prepare substitutes - the
only married couple in space.

St. Armands was the first neighborhood I visited with my Dad when
he and my mom moved down from
Connecticut. It was my first Christmas with palm trees. We swam in
the Gulf and had lunch and beers at
a now-shuttered local bar. An hour
later, I was planted at the bar at one
restaurant where we’d always had
Cuban sandwiches. The memories
came fast and furious. The years
were a blur. The sandwiches were
every bit as good as I remembered.
Before I left, I walked up to the
beach one more time. I left my
sneakers on the sand and ventured
out into the bathtub warm waters of
the Gulf; the waves churned up by
the recent heavy weather slapped
at the bottom of my shorts. This
tag-up with family, and the reminder
of my ties to this very strange state,
reminded me that, if there has been
one good thing to come from the
pandemic, it’s that it’s reinforced

the importance of not wasting
a moment, of maximizing every
second with the people you love,
because you don’t know how long
you’re going to have them.
I walked deeper into the surf with
the ocean water soaking me. I didn’t
care.
“What brings you here?” Will, the
Lyft driver, had asked me six days
earlier. It’s the pressing question
we’re all called to answer.
Standing in the Gulf, the sun
warm on my back, wrapped in memories and family. I had all the answer
I needed.
Don’t let the moments go.
(Copyright 2021 John L. Micek.
An award-winning political journalist, John L. Micek is Editor-in-Chief
of The Pennsylvania Capital-Star
in Harrisburg, Pa. Email him at
jmicek@penncapital-star.com and
follow him on Twitter @ByJohnLMicek.)

Free Dickens

ticket winners
Thank you to all who entered
our Dickens on the Strand ticket
give-away contest.
The popular event will take
place Dec. 4-5 on Galveston
Island after being canceled last
year because of Covid.
The winners, whose tickets will
be for Saturday, Dec. 4, have
been mailed four tickets each (a
$72 value).
The winners are: Linda Dolron
of Angleton, who found the paper
at TDECU in Angleton; Terry
Jensen of Lake Jackson, who
picked The Bulletin up at the FM
2004 Bucees; Brittany Barclay
of Brazoria, who reads the paper
online; Connie Rouse of
Angleton, who got the paper at
the Angleton Rec Center; and
Barbara Allen of Lake Jackson,
who also reads it online.
Enjoy the dickens out of this
great holiday event, and look for
more give-aways coming soon in
The Bulletin.
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Solis selected as new BC president

The Brazosport College Board of
Regents has approved the contract
appointing Dr. Vincent Solis as Brazosport College President.
Solis was named to the position
during a regular meeting of the Brazosport College Board of Regents
on Nov. 15 after being announced
as the sole finalist in October.
Solis will take over for Dr. Millicent Valek, who is retiring in January 2022 after serving 26 years as
President of Brazosport College. He
will be the fifth president in Brazosport College’s 53-year history and
will assume the office of Brazosport
College President on Jan. 4, 2022.
“We are pleased to name Dr. Vincent Solis as Brazosport College’s
new president,” said Carolyn Johnson, Chair of the Brazosport College
Board of Regents.
“Dr. Solis is an experienced
leader, and he brings a wealth of
knowledge into this position. We are
looking forward to welcoming him
into the role of president and working with him to continue the great
legacy we have established here at
Brazosport College.”

(979) 849-5407 November 23, 2021 THE BULLETIN Page 11

Solis is currently President of
Western Nevada College in Carson
City, NV. He previously served as
Senior Vice President of Academic
and Student Services at Laredo
College in Laredo.
He earned a Doctor of Education
in Bilingual Education; a Master
of Science in Psychology; and a
Bachelor of Arts in Psychology and
Sociology from Texas A&M University – Kingsville.

Dr. Vincent Solis

If you enjoy reading The Bulletin weekly, please
tell a friend about us and pick up an extra copy.
To advertise, call 979-849-5407.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
toes, gravy, green beans, carrot &
Meals served at 11:30 a.m.
raisin salad, biscuits, dessert.
Menu subject to change. MealsCLOSED Thursday, Nov.
on-wheels available - call before
25 & Friday, Nov. 26. Have a
9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar
Blessed Thanksgiving!
meals available - call before
Monday, Nov. 29: Chili with
8 a.m. Take-out orders also
beans, rice, carrots, broccoli,
available, call by 10:30 a.m. for
slaw, crackers, dessert.
pick-up at 11 a.m. Transportation
Tuesday, Nov. 30: Steak
to the center available - call by
fingers, gravy, vegetable medley,
8:30 a.m.
cheese potatoes, tossed salad,
Wednesday, Nov. 24: Southsliced bread, dessert.
ern fried chicken, creamed pota-

BROOM HILDA

THE MIDDLETONS

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

By Rick Brooks

By Russel Myers

By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS

By Fred Wagner

CHARMY’S ARMY

By Davey Jones

www.mybulletinnewspaper.com
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History of the World On This Day
November 23
1889 - The first jukebox made
its debut in San Francisco, at the
Palais Royale Saloon.
1936 - The first edition of “Life”
was published.
1945 - The U.S. wartime
rationing of most foods ended.
1988 - Wayne Gretzky scored
his 600th National Hockey League
(NHL) goal.
November 24
1615 - French King Louis XIII
married Ann of Austria. They were
both 14 years old.
1963 - Dallas nightclub owner
Jack Ruby shot and killed Lee
Harvey Oswald live on national
television.
1969 - Apollo 12 landed safely in
the Pacific Ocean bringing an end
to the second manned mission to
the moon.
November 25
Happy Thanksgiving
1867 - Alfred Nobel patented
dynamite.
1947 - Movie studio executives

meeting in New York agreed to
blacklist the “Hollywood 10,” who
were cited a day earlier and jailed
for contempt of Congress when
they failed to cooperate with the
House Un-American Activities
Committee.
November 26
1789 - U.S. President Washington set aside this day to observe
the adoption of the Constitution of
the United States.
1922 - In Egypt, Howard Carter
peered into the tomb of King Tutankhamen.
1941 - U.S. President Franklin D.
Roosevelt signed a bill establishing
the fourth Thursday in November as
Thanksgiving Day. In 1939 Roosevelt had signed a bill that changed
the celebration of Thanksgiving to
the third Thursday of November.
November 27
1701 - Anders Celsius was born
in Sweden. He was the inventor of
the Celsius thermometer.
1980 - Dave Williams (Chicago
Bears) became the first player in

NFL history to return a kick for
touchdown in overtime.
November 28
1582 - William Shakespeare and
Anne Hathaway were married.
1922 - Capt. Cyril Turner of the
Royal Air Force gave the first public
exhibition of skywriting. He spelled
out, “Hello USA. Call Vanderbilt
7200” over New York’s Times
Square.
1925 - The Grand Ole Opry
made its radio debut on station
WSM.
November 29
1864 - The Sand Creek Massacre
occurred in Colorado when a militia
led by Colonel John Chivington
killed at least 400 peaceful Cheyenne and Arapaho Indians who had
surrendered and had been given
permission to camp.
1890 - Navy defeated Army by
a score of 24-0 in the first ArmyNavy football game. The game was
played at West Point, NY.
1986- Actor Cary Grant died at
the age of 82.

Bulletin horoscope
ARIES (March 21-April 19):
There is no reason to continue
engaging in an argument if someone is committed to misunderstanding the situation. Your honesty
can be a catalyst to bring people
together. Use your influence wisely
for everyone’s best benefit.
TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Hugs can produce harmony.
A romantic nature may easily
be expressed within your well
feathered nest in the week ahead.
Bonds of affection can be strengthened when you show you trust
people with your secrets.
GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Follow the straightest and narrowest path in the week to come.
Attention to accuracy and following
the rules can prevent criticism. Put
your own affairs in good order and
stay out of other people’s business.
CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Use your connections to your
advantage. Gain attention by voicing inspiring ideas and someone
might be persuaded that you are
the best person for the job. You
can solve puzzling problems in the
upcoming week.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You
may choose to agree with those
who seem difficult merely to keep
the peace. Tap into your reservoir
of kindness and charity to find the
right words to placate those who
might try your patience in the week
ahead.
VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Keep the inspiration flowing. Loved
ones may need some direction to
avoid overthinking something. Offer
interesting distractions and share
your enthusiasms to maintain an air
of optimism in the upcoming week.
LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): You
may undertake every project with
passion and painstaking attention
to detail as the week unfolds. When
you offer suggestions in the spirit
of teamwork rather than perfectionism, they are more likely to be well
received.
SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Pin the tail on the donkey without
poking innocent bystanders. It is
possible to make a point despite
opposition in the week ahead. You
might seem careless and carefree
but remain accurate about important details.

Tribune Media Services

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Price is merely part of the
problem. You may need to decide
whether a low price is the sign of
a bargain or a scam as the week
goes by. Something new that
attracts your attention could be
overpriced or of doubtful value.
CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Power up by being positive.
Expressing negatives might attract
the very thing you do not want in
the coming week. Make it a point to
concentrate on what you do want
because it will be all your subconscious hears.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Just because the odds seem formidable doesn’t mean you should
quit. You may have just the qualifications or tools needed to save
the day. Do not back down from a
formidable contest in the upcoming
week.
PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
Moderation versus extremes is the
question. You have plenty of energy
to get your goals accomplished in
the week ahead but perhaps you
should be more discreet about
business and financial decisions.

Jumbles: MINUS GOOSE CONCUR DREAMY
Answers: The plant-nursery owners were competitors until they found some -- COMMON GOOD

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week

Solutions on the right side of this page
In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Down
1 Soyuz initials
2 Revelations
3 Like una heredera
4 XXV x XXVIII
5 Cuts corners
6 Recovers
7 Snack with an unappetizing name
8 Square __
9 Unmitigated
10 Place
11 Start at the beginning?
12 Nerves
13 Cause of many fictional paradoxes
14 “Did it start already?”
21 Transmute
23 Put away the dishes?
25 Portuguese royal
26 Olympics opening ceremony VIP
27 Threat to world peace
28 Ross Sea locale
30 Exhaust
31 Flutters with excitement
34 Indian lentil stew
35 Spend time in a cellar, perhaps
37 Provide new pieces for?
40 __ juvante: with God’s help
41 Honda subcompact
44 Roundup tool
46 Bit of color
48 Mother-of-pearl
51 Pelican St. city
52 Shakespearean warning word
53 Designs
54 Cancel
55 The odds are with them
57 UPS alternative
59 Seattle-to-Reno dir.
C) 2021 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

Complete the grid so each row, column
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

SEA BAY GULF POND COVE LAKE OCEAN INLET LAGOON
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37 Research Triangle city
38 Green of “Casino Royale”
Across
39 French archipelago
19 Spot about being green, for short
1 Ones who usually know what to
41 Cello’s lack
20 Earthquakes or Fire, briefly
do with their hands
42 City with a Cleveland Browns
22 Kind of engine
11 She taught Butch and Suntraining facility
23 Lhasa __
dance Spanish for their Bolivian
43 Network operated by the U.S.
24 Snack chip
robberies
Space Force
26 Row houses?
15 Turn yellow
29 Agamemnon pair
44 Hosiery thread
16 Level
32 In again
45 Theater company?
17 Italian menu word meaning
33 Only
47 Vet school subj.
“hunter”
34 Social science classic
49 DIRECTV parent
18 Rig
36 DEA employee
50 Hotel convenience
53 Get rid of
56 “Kills bugs dead” brand
58 It doesn’t affect a starting pitcher’s win-loss record
60 Permanently mark
61 Hard to follow, facetiously
62 True
63 Trials with blindfolds, perhaps
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We returned home in 2020, but one more home awaits God’s words are the truth - believe it or not
By Shirley Prihoda

This pandemic has awakened
many of us to evaluate what is
Who, aside from Steven King,
and isn’t important. Amazingly, we
could have written the events that
found that we could live without
began to transform our lives in
going to the movies and that paja2020?
mas can be a 24-hour attire.
As we navigated masks, toilet
The PJ selection is due partly
paper shortages and social
to the strange phenomena of our
distancing, we found ourselves
clothes shrinking while hanging
in what we thought was our final
in the closet. While wearing PJ’s
resting place (notwithstanding the
everyday offers freedom of move6-foot under part) - in Tyler, Texas.
ment, it also brought an unexThe setting
pected relative
was idyllic - a
with it – vulneraChasing the Creator
nice home
bility.
situated among
Frankly, it’s
a pine and cedar forest with a
hard to feel powerful in PJ’s, even
private lake thrown in as a bonus. I
if they have a cape attached.
was very fond of it all and was disVulnerability is not necessarily a
mayed to find that the lovely pines,
bad thing for Christians if we really
cedars, and mold around the lake
believe what we say we believe.
were not cooperating. When all
We have decided that our
possibilities were exhausted, we
security is not our bank account,
decided to return to the place of
Social Security checks or politics.
our births, Brazoria County.
Our confidence is in the One who
In the end, H. L. Balcomb’s
holds all the nations of the world in
quote “Regardless the destinaHis hands.
tion, all roads lead home” became
We can unplug because we
an awakening to appreciate the
have Jesus’ word on it: “Peace I
familiar we had overlooked when
leave with you, My peace I give
we couldn’t wait to experience
to you; not as the world gives do I
something new. The wanderlust
give to you. Let not your heart be
bug to “see what the bigger world
troubled, neither let it be afraid.”
offers” can be mesmerizing when
John 14:27
one is under the impression that
We returned home, but one
new is always better.
more home awaits.
It isn’t. There’s comfort to be
No one knows when “That’s all
found in the familiarity of homeFolks” will flash on the screen. But
town people who know your idiocwhen my number is called, I want
racies and love you despite them
to go home to that familiar gated
- or maybe because of them.
community where “The city does
The Bulletin

not need the sun or moon to shine
on it, for the glory of God gives it
light, and the Lamb is its lamp.”
Revelation 21:23
The holiday season is
approaching, and nothing says
lovin’ like something from the
oven! Well, that’s what I say,
since cooking and sharing with
my neighbors is my joy. This
version takes the macaroons to
a new place, somewhere over
the rainbow where the sun never
sets - and clothes don’t shrink in
the closet!
Simply Velvet Coconut
Macaroons
7 Ounces Sweetened Condensed Milk
8 Ounces Sweetened Coconut
Flakes
1 Teaspoon Vanilla Extract
¾ Teaspoon Almond Extract
Preheat the oven to 350 F
and lightly grease a large cookie
sheet.
Combine all ingredients and
stir until blended. For uniform
size, use a small scooper. This
ensures cooking will be consistent. If you lightly spray the
scooper with vegetable spray,
the scooper will release the
dough easier. Drop onto the
cookie sheet. Bake until the
edges are lightly brown, about
8-10 minutes.
(To contact Shirley, please send
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.
com or write to The Bulletin, PO
Box 2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Q: The Bible’s filled with many
good things, but what’s hard to
believe are sensational stories
about the creation of the world in
only seven days, the parting of the
Red Sea, or Noah’s Ark and the
great flood. God certainly doesn’t
do these things in the presence of
people today. And if these stories
are not true, then it could be that
what is told in the same book
about Jesus is also not true. - D.T.
A: Early in the 20th Century,
Robert Ripley began creating a
daily cartoon feature: Ripley’s
Believe It or Not, filled with unbelievable - but true - facts about
people, animals, and events.
Sometimes it’s hard to see that
God is at work in our lives. In
the Old Testament, the prophet
Habakkuk complained to God that
evil people were getting away
with doing bad things. But God
answered, “I will work a work in
your days which you would not
believe, though it were told you”
(Habakkuk 1:5).
Robert Ripley reported strange
stories that people could choose
to believe - or not. Today people
can choose to believe God’s Word
- or not. For thousands of years,
people have believed God and
discovered that His Word is true.

We can believe that God really is
the Ruler over everything and that
He is at work - even if we cannot
see it.
“By faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word
of God, so that the things which
are seen were not made of things
which are visible” (Hebrews 11:3).
Even though many choose not to
believe what God says doesn’t
change the fact that everything
the Bible says about Him and His
Son, Jesus, is true because He
is the living Word, and His truth
gives us the faith to believe and
follow Him.
Tribune Media Services
(Send your queries to “My Answer,”
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, 1 Billy Graham Parkway, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877)
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association:
www.billygraham.org.)

He helped shape U.S., found a peak, then died in battle

Nobody denies the importance
stirred talk of future U.S. annexation.
of the Meriwether Lewis - William
“Pike later served as a brigadier
Clark expeditions in the Western
general during the War of 1812, and
frontier, but Zebulon Pike, an
in April 1813 he was killed by a Britexplorer and mapmaker, is obscure,
ish gunpowder bomb after leading
except for the people who are famila successful attack on
iar with “Pike’s
HISTORY MATTERS York, Canada.”
Peak.”
But historical eviOn July
A feature courtesy of The
15, 1806, he
Grateful American Book Prize dence also indicates
he colluded with
departed for the
Aaron Burr, to wrangle possession
faraway Southwest, according to
of the Western territories, and form
History.com:
a separate nation.
“The information he provided
The Grateful American Book
about the U.S. territory in Kansas
Prize Recommends “Zebulon Pike,
and Colorado was a great impetus
Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening
for future U.S. settlement, and his
of the American West,” by Matthew
reports about the weakness of
L. Harris.
Spanish authority in the Southwest

Pope names first woman to lead Vatican governorate
(TNS)

Brigadier General Zebulon Pike

ROME — Pope Francis has for
the first time appointed a woman to
a high office in the state administration of Vatican City.
Sister Raffaella Petrini was
named secretary-general of the
governorate of Vatican City, the
Holy See has announced.
She is the first woman to hold
the second-highest office in governorate, which oversees the Vatican
Museums and other Vatican State
services, such as the mint and

stamp office and the motor pool.
Previously, the 52-year-old from
Rome was with the Congregation
for the Evangelization of Peoples,
which carries out missionary work.
Francis has focused on women
in his personnel decisions in recent
months.
Earlier in the year, he made
theologian Nathalie Becquart the
first woman in the history of the
Catholic Church to serve as an
under-secretary in the Synod of
Bishops.
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You will always be in good hands with April (left), Janie (center), and Brittany (right)

3D mammography can be lifesaving

Wishing you
and your Loved Ones
A Happy Thanksgiving

