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By John Toth
The Bulletin

I woke up in the middle of the 
night, freezing. The thermostat read 
78 degrees. Why was I shaking?

 My joints were hurting. I jumped 
into a nice, warm shower and took 
two Advil.

Did I catch COVID? That’s the 
first thought that ran through my 
mind. 

I wear a mask in public, stay away 
from crowds, wash my hands, use 
hand sanitizer and do everything 

else I am supposed to. But I felt like 
crud, and the pandemic was the first 
thing I thought of.

I didn’t have all the COVID symp-
toms. But with this pandemic, you 
never know. Anything is possible. I 
put a mask on and slept the rest of 
the night in the guest bedroom.

The next morning I continued to 
take Advil. The day after, the fever 
went away, and I felt normal. I fig-
ured it wasn’t COVID. 

A few days later, the fever came 
back. Here we go again with 
COVID, I found myself thinking. I felt 
drained, tired. I fell asleep during the 
day, which I only do when I’m sick; I 

Ramblings

Ode to Charles: 
friend, neighbor

(Continued on Page 12)

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

Thanks for the memories, Charles 
and Linda Miller. 

They were dear friends. During 
a difficult time in my life, they were 
friends to me and my children. I 
couldn’t have loved them more.

Home duties permitting, I always 
stopped at the Millers on my way 
home.

Charles sat outside his home, 
or later, in the screened sun room 
added to their home. Charles and 
I each had a beer - Miller Lite, of 
course, and he would smoke a ciga-
rette. I had quit smoking in 1991 and 

(Continued on Page 5)

For editors, election night 2000 was a total nightmare
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

“How long does a verge last?” 
my wife asked.

“What?” I replied.
“You heard me. How long does a 

verge last?”
I finally figured out where she 

was going with this question. 
Starting on election day, we 

had watched day after day as 
carefully hedged headlines flashed 
across the bottom of our television 
screens.

Joe Biden was “on the verge” of 
the presidency. Or he was “on the 

brink.”   Or he was “on the cusp.”
We laughed as media outlets 

searched for words to declare Biden 
was winning while still being careful 
… just in case.

For me and many other jour-
nalists, however, there is a more 
serious side. The caution most news 
outlets displayed this election in call-
ing races was born out of the fiasco 
that was the 2000 election between 
Al Gore and George W. Bush.

That election night newspa-

pers were whipsawed between 
fast-changing election returns and 
unchanging production schedules.  
It was the night the headlines were 
overtaken by the news, and I wasn’t 
cautious enough.

I wince thinking about it.   
I am sure many of you went to 

bed that Nov. 7 thinking Bush had 
won the presidency, only to wake up 
the next morning to find that wasn’t 
true.  At least not for five more 
weeks of hanging chads and court 
rulings. 

I was an assistant managing 

The View from My Seat

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Thanksgiving is fast approaching 
in a year marked by political strife, 
way too many hurricanes and tropi-
cal storms and COVID-19. 

Now the news is suggesting that 

toilet paper and sanitary wipes will 
again become scarce. I could work 
myself into a giant funk. But that is 
just not going to happen. 

Since I have stories published 
by the “Chicken Soup for the Soul,” 
series of books, I have subscribed 
to Chicken Soup’s daily messages. 
Every message includes an inspi-
rational quote. One I read recently 
said: “There is always, always, 
ALWAYS something to be thankful 

Memories are made of this



years ago. Modern protists are very 
diverse, some being tiny stalked 
organisms, about .02 mm high, look-
ing in colony a little like mushrooms 
atop a warped straw. Nothing fancy, 
nothing sexy, nothing photogenic - 
but just an early domino in the long, 
long bio-topple-lines that got bigger, 
bolder, faster and finally smart 
enough to write about it.

Longjump secret
Q. Your longjumping buddies get 

tired of losing to you, so they decide 
on a handicap: You must jump while 
holding a 3-kilogram weight in each 
hand. “That oughtta do it,” they say. 
Do what? How much edge for them 
now?

A. Incredibly, they may soon 
be demanding you hand over the 
weights to them!  Ancient vase 
paintings showed Greek Olympic 
jumpers holding weights, presum-
ably to increase distance. Modern 
sports scientists know that a slightly 
loaded muscle springs better than 
an unloaded one, so the extra 
weight might be more than made up 
by added jumping force and power, 
reports Steven Blau in “Physics 
Today” (“A Little Extra Weight Goes 
a Long Way”).  

Analyses by Alberto Minetti 
and Luca Ardigo of Manchester 
Metropolitan University suggest 
the weights - called halteres by 
the Greeks, and made of stone or 
lead - might actually have added 
as much as 6% leap length when 
3 kilograms (7 lbs) are held in 
each hand. It seems the weights 
were first extended backward, then 
swung up and out at takeoff, down 
and backward again at landing. The 
exact technique for this is unclear, 
but the secret lay in tricky shifting of 
the jumper’s velocity and center of 
mass throughout the jump.

You can assume your buddies 
don’t read “Physics Today.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Just a coincidence
Q. Of all the amazing coinci-

dences occurring around the world 
every day, what would be the weird-
est of them all?

A. A day when there was com-
plete absence of all coincidences, 
answers mathematician John Allen 
Paulos.

When one woman won the New 
Jersey lottery twice, newspapers 
reported it as a 1-in-17-trillion feat. 
Then, statisticians Stephen Samuels 
and George McCabe computed that 
given the millions of lottery ticket 
buyers daily, it was “practically a 
sure thing” that somebody someday 
would win a state jackpot twice.

Consider: Even an event that 
happens to but one in a billion 
people in a day happens 2000 times 
a year, says Hope College psychol-
ogist David G. Myers in “The Power 
of Coincidence” (davidmyers.org).

Take the random digits of the 
number pi, which are about as 
random as things get. Nevertheless, 
they contain some odd streaks, 
such as - Myers points out - his 
birthdate of 9-20-42 beginning at 
the 131,564th decimal place. To 
find yours, visit www.angio.net/pi/
piquery.

On the infamous date of 9-11, 

the New York State Lottery num-
bers game popped up the numbers 
9-1-1. Then there were twins Lor-
raine and Levinia Christmas, who 
collided their cars one Christmas 
in Fitcham, England, when driving 
to deliver presents to each other. 
But my favorite, says Myers, is that 
Psalm 46 of the King James Bible,  
published in the year Shakespeare 
turned 46, has as its 46th word 
“shake” and 46th word from the end 
“spear.”

In the beginning ...
Q. Evolutionists have debated the 

existence of an “Eve,” a common 
female ancestor to the human race 
going back 300,000 - 400,000 
years, in Africa. How do biologists 
today go the Eve story one better?

A. Most systematists now agree 
that this commonality can be taken 
much farther back, to ALL OF THE 
ANIMAL KINGDOM. “If we could 
trace all animal lineages back to 
their origin, they would converge 
on a common ancestor,” say Neil 
A. Campbell and Jane B. Reece 
in “Biology: Sixth Edition.” “That 
ancestor was most likely a colonial 
flagellated protist that lived over 700 
million years ago in the Precam-
brian era.”

Precursors to this sponge-like 
creature were probably the choano-
flagellates that arose about a billion 

If you like reading 
The Bulletin each 
week, pick up an 
extra copy for a 
friend. Please let 
our advertisers 

know that you saw 
their ad.

Be an angel and help 
the Salvation Army

Things about weather that will amaze you

Baywood Foods Shopping Center
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TEXAS
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redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

$515

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

The Angel Tree Program, along 
with The Salvation Army’s iconic 
Red Kettle Campaign, is one of The 
Salvation Army’s best-known Christ-
mas efforts. More than 100,000 
children across Texas will experi-
ence the joy of opening presents 
on Christmas morning, thanks to 
generous donors and the help of 
The Salvation Army.

“The Angel Tree program provides 
toys and clothing to children and 
families who might be struggling to 
afford Christmas gifts this year. With 
all that 2020 has brought, more fam-
ilies than ever are in need of a little 
extra support and assistance,” said 
Captain Vincent of The Salvation 
Army. 

The Salvation Army Angel 
Trees are located at Brazos Mall 
Food Court (Theater Entrance), 
Walmart Lake Jackson and a few 
other businesses in the community 
during the holidays. The trees are 
decorated with paper angels, each 
representing a child who – without 
this program – may not receive a gift 
at Christmas.

 Angels will be available for 
adoption throughout the months of 
November and December at Brazos 
Mall, Walmart Lake Jackson, and 
other businesses. 

For more information about adopt-
ing an Angel, or current volunteer 
opportunities, please call The Salva-
tion Army at (979) 233-5420 or visit 
us at 1618 N. Avenue J., Freeport, 
TX 77541. Or go to www.salvation-
armytexas.org/Freeport/.

 • The tiny droplets of water that make up fog are so small that it would 
take seven thousand million of them to make a single tablespoonful of water.

 • Nine out of 10 lightning strike victims survive!
 • In 10 minutes, a hurricane releases more energy than all the world’s 

nuclear weapons combined!
  • The speed of a typical raindrop is 17 miles per hour.
 • The winter of 1932 in the U.S. was so cold that Niagara Falls froze 

completely solid!
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

REVELATION CANCELS 
CELEBRATION: During the 
ride to her wedding in Abuja, 
Nigeria, an about-to-be bride 
found out that her husband-to-be 
slept with her best friend, who 
also happened to be a brides-
maid on the big day. The infuri-
ated woman was seen stepping 
out of a car in her wedding gown 
and refusing to go into the church 
with the groom chasing after her, 
begging for forgiveness, which 
was not forthcoming. 

YOU’VE GOT THE WRONG 
BROTHER, OFFICER: A 
wanted man was arrested at a 
Border Patrol checkpoint in New 
Mexico, posing as his brother, 
who is also a wanted man. The 
double murder suspect appar-
ently thought the ruse would 
keep him safe from authorities as 
he made his getaway, but, when 

he was stopped because his 
van’s registration was expired, 
he discovered that his brother 
was wanted for skipping out on a 
court in a drug case. 

MORE ENTERTAINMENT 
THAN BARGAINED FOR: A 
man disrobed at a drive-in theater 
in Center Township, Pa., punched 
three people when he was asked 
to leave, and resisted arrest 
when the state troopers showed 
up. Mental health professionals 
are taking a look at him. 

I THINK WE SHOULD SEE 
OTHER PEOPLE: A woman 
in Kansas City attacked her 
boyfriend with a machete after he 
peed in their bed, sending him to 
the hospital. She was arrested. 

I SAID EXTRA CHEESE! 
KA-BLAM!: A man fired gun-
shots through the front window 
of a pizzeria in Little Rock, Ark., 

because he felt he got an insuf-
ficient amount of toppings on his 
pizza pie. 

YOU O.K., MA’AM?; OH, 
NEVER MIND: Police, respond-
ing to a report of a dead body on 
the side of the railroad tracks in 
Allenhurst, Ga., found that it was 
an anatomically correct sex doll. 

YEE-HAW, LETS GET 
THOSE BAD GUYS!: A man, 
who was arrested for firing his 
gun into the air at the Lincoln 
Rodeo in Montana, told the cops 
that he was assaulted by sev-
eral men, and that he fired his 
weapon to scare them away as 
he tried to escape. But witnesses 

said they didn’t see any fights 
between him and anyone else, 
and a friend of his said he tried to 
stop him from driving because he 
was intoxicated. 

IT’S HARD TO SOCIAL 
DISTANCE IN A BAR FIGHT: 
A group of people got into a brawl 
over social distancing in a bar 
in Little Rock, Ark., during which 
one guy hit another guy over the 
head with a beer bottle. 

TAKE THAT IKEA!:Custom-
ers of the Swedish multinational 
firm Ikea named a street near the 
company’s new store in Spain 
“Calle Me Falta un Tornillo,” or 
“I’m Missing a Screw Street.” 

To ensure  timely delivery, place your order 
now for your holiday tamales (pork/chicken) (regular/spicy)

1 dozen $14.95 + tax

Orders (received and paid in full) placed by Nov. 16
will receive 5% off total purchase. Deadline to place

an order is Nov. 20. Happy Holidays.
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editor at the Houston Chronicle, 
responsible for helping coordinate 
election coverage.

We had been planning coverage 
for weeks, making story and photo 
assignments, planning maps and 
charts, and asking for extra news 
space to accommodate results.

Armed with rigid, but later dead-
lines than usual, I thought we were 
prepared for election night. I even 
had a headline in mind if Bush won.

Newspaper headlines on pres-
idential elections are written for 
posterity. We felt added pressure 
that November: A Texan could be 
the winner.

The headline, of course, needs 
to be accurate. No journalist wants 
to write “Dewey Defeats Truman,” 
the incorrect headline on the front 
page of the Chicago Daily News on 
November 3, 1948 after the incum-
bent president, Harry S Truman, 
won an upset victory over Republi-
can challenger Thomas Dewey.

Election night 2000 started 
smoothly. Shortly before 7 p.m. our 
time, major networks estimated that 
Gore would beat Bush in the key 
state of Florida.

It looked to be an easy night.  
Because of the late deadlines, I 
was hopeful we could declare the 
winner for the first edition. 

But a dizzying series of events 
happened.

As results from the Florida Pan-
handle came in, media outlets were 
forced to retract their estimates 
about a Gore victory in Florida.  
And, as returns came in from other 
states, it became clear the winner 
in Florida would claim the presi-
dency.

Now, with the race too close to 
call for the Chronicle’s first edi-
tion, we went with a headline that 
reflected uncertainty: “Bush and 
Gore in cliffhanger,” it read. 

At about 1:15 a.m., the major 
networks called Florida and the 
election for Bush. Gore, hearing 
he probably would lose Florida 
by 50,000 votes, called Bush and 
conceded. 

At the Chronicle, we thought 
it safe to send the Bush victory 
headline to the pressroom for the 
second edition, the edition most 
subscribers receive. Presses 
started rolling. “It’s Bush with a W.” 
screamed across the top of the 
Chronicle.

I was proud of myself. All the 
planning had paid off. We had been 
able to announce the winner. 

 About 45 minutes later my heart 
sank.

While Gore was enroute to a 
concession address in Nashville, 
he was told Bush’s lead had dwin-
dled to only a few thousand.  

Gore called Bush. “Let me make 
sure I understand,” the Texas 
governor is reported to have said. 
“You’re calling me back to retract 
your concession?” Bush tells Gore 
that Bush’s brother, Florida Gov. 
Jeb Bush, has assured the Texas 
governor that he has won Florida. 
“Your younger brother is not the 
ultimate authority on this,” Gore 
replied.

Sometime between 2 a.m. and 
2:30 a.m., as word spread that 
Gore had recanted his concession, 
I picked up the phone. For the 
first and only time in my 40-year 
journalism career, I yelled “Stop the 
presses!”

We went back to the “Bush, Gore 
in Cliffhanger” headline, but hun-
dreds of papers had already been 
printed, declaring Bush the winner.  

It was a gloomy drive home as 
the sun came up that morning.  I 
feared I had made the type of error 
that could follow me to my journal-
ism grave.

But I was fortunate.
It turned out the Chronicle wasn’t 

the only paper with an inaccurate 
headline.  

In Boston, the Globe declared, 
“It’s Bush in a tight one.” The Chi-
cago Tribune told its readers “Bush 
Wins!” The New York Post did the 
same – only in red. 

Misery loves company.
Also, somebody in the press 

room had trashed the papers with 
the “It’s Bush with a W.” headline.  

Most of those papers were grabbed 
by Chronicle employees as sou-
venirs.

Now retired, I am still anguished 
every time I think back of that 2000 
election, but I am encouraged   
how careful major news outlets 
have become. 

 My headline didn’t become 
as infamous as “Dewey Defeats 
Truman” … but I was on the verge.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulle-
tin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 
77516)

Bush wins headline in 2000 was correct for about 45 minutes
(Continued from Page 1)

“Dewey Defeats Truman” was an incorrect banner headline on the front 
page of the Chicago Daily Tribune (later Chicago Tribune) on Nov. 3, 
1948, the day after incumbent United States president Harry S. Truman 
won an upset victory over Republican challenger and New York Gov. 
Thomas E. Dewey.
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can’t sleep in the daytime otherwise.
Then it went away again, and I 

was fine.
For a while. Whatever I had came 

back at me for a third time. The 
Advil didn’t help much. My wife, who 
has more common sense than I do, 
made an appointment for me on a 
Sunday at the UTMB Urgent Care 
Center in Angleton.

I thought I’d have to wait for days, 
but got in within an hour.

So, now what? If I have COVID, 
I’ll have to isolate myself for two 
weeks, I was thinking. That would 
make it hard to get work done - not 
impossible, but hard.

I work in a somewhat isolated 
environment already in an office in 
my house. It used to be a bedroom 
until I took the bedroom furniture out 
and put in office furniture.

My cats are used to hanging out 
there while I work. My very old dog 
also, but she just sleeps. One of the 
cats likes to knock things to the floor 
and watch them fall. Not having 
that one would actually make things 
simpler, but I would miss him.

So this isolation thing would be 
hard, not to mention disinfecting 
everything I touch. But I wasn’t in 
control. I couldn’t just wish it away.

I had one thing going in my favor. 
I don’t get sick that often. Another 
thing in my favor (I know that I said 
one thing, but this is like a subchap-
ter of the one thing) is that I had 
similar symptoms last year around 
this time and just got over them.

Back in those days we didn’t jump 
to the conclusion right away that it’s 
COVID, because there was no such 
thing yet. We just felt sick and took 
some medicine without fearing that 
in a couple of days our lives could 
totally fall apart.

The nurse did a COVID test and 
warned me not to wiggle much 
because it makes things worse. 
Then she stuck a cotton swab way 
up my nose. It felt like she was 
scratching my brain. I pushed my 
head against the wall and could not 

go farther. It was as uncomfortable 
as she said it would be.

Then the nurse practitioner came 
in the room and asked a bunch of 
questions. She was very thorough. 
After examining me, she said the 
COVID test would be back in a few 
days. If it’s negative, they would just 
send me a text. If it’s positive, they 
would call me.

Great. Now for the waiting game.
 What about my fever and joint 

aches? She gave me advice about 
taking a mixture of over-the-counter 
medicine. It worked incredibly well. I 
didn’t feel sick anymore, provided I 
was taking this magic potion.

On Monday, the test result 
showed up on my phone. I instantly 
felt much better.

Getting sick these days includes worrying about COVID
(Continued from Page 1)

for.”
That is so true if you let it be. For 

instance, it doesn’t matter how bad 
the day is, it only takes a second 
for Roy to say, “That gumbo sure 
was good,” to brighten up my day.

Or, when my crazy dogs run 
to meet me at the door like I’ve 

been gone a week, when I only 
came back from the mailbox. They 
change my world from having the 
blues to feeling like there’s sun-
shine and roses.

I also think about how I got to 
this point in my life. It seems like 
everything I have done has led me 
here, doing what I am doing. Last 

week, I wrote about when I took 
Feature Writing I and II from Leon 
Hale, the famed Houston Post and 
Houston Chronicle columnist. 

He only taught college classes 
for two semesters, and I was able 
to enroll and benefit from both. 
Remember, I talked about how 
Leon would bring something differ-
ent to class – like a corn cob – and 
that the item was used to create a 
mental or emotional spark to write 
a story.

Leon would ask the class what 
the item was. Then he would say, 
“This is your assignment: Write a 
feature story about a corn cob.” 
Then we would discuss what 
ideas we could get from that corn 
cob. We could use the standard 
journalism 101 questions - who, 
what, when, where and why - to get 
started.

That corn cob could be left over 
from a recent family reunion feast; 
it could be dried and become a 
corn cob pipe; it could be chopped 
up and used for hog feed. Or, it 
could be the standard Leon Hale 
starter: “The old farmers used 
these dried corn cobs instead of 
toilet paper in the outhouses.” (I’m 
thankful that with the COVID-19 
pandemic that we haven’t had to 
resort to this – yet.) 

It made you think. Something 

as humble as an old, dried corn 
cob made for some great feature 
stories in that class. It was assign-
ments like those that made me get 
out of my comfort zone and inter-
view people (which was tough for 
this introvert) and conduct research 
for features. The most wonderful 
part of the class was when we 
shared our stories; they were all 
so different, told from different 
viewpoints.

Writing stories about, well, 
just about anything, taught me to 
notice the small things that people 
sometimes overlook. Writing about 
a corn cob makes writing about 
people and events better. I learned 
from an inanimate object that there 
is not one thing that does not have 
a story. You just have to look for it. 
For that gift, I am truly thankful.

Leon also had a gift for elevat-
ing the everyday man - the plant 
worker, the trucker, the teacher, the 
farmer, the soldier, the housewife. 

I admire that in Leon’s writing, and 
when I began writing and getting 
published myself, I promised 
myself to focus on the positive and 
to lift people up whenever possible. 

I am thankful for having been 
given the chance to do so.

As Thanksgiving rolls around in 
this pandemic year, I am thankful 
for my friends and family and for 
new friends that I am making and 
for the ability to share their stories 
with my “customers”. I’m also 
grateful my daughter is preparing 
the turkey this year, and I get to 
bring the dressing and a ham.

My Leon Hale challenge to you 
all is to find what you are thankful 
for, because “There is always, 
always, ALWAYS something to be 
thankful for.”

Happy Thanksgiving!
(Write Jan in care of The Bul-

letin. Email: john.bulletin@gmail.
com. Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO 
Box 2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Leon Hale’s writing classes triggered the imagination
(Continued from Page 1)

THANK YOU to all our 
advertisers and readers for 

supporting The Bulletin. 
Please shop locally and let our 
advertisers know that you saw 

their ads in The Bulletin. 



Page 8  THE BULLETIN   November 24, 2020  (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   October 24, 2020   THE BULLETIN  Page 9

Happy Thanksgiving to our community! We are thankful for you!Happy Thanksgiving to our community! We are thankful for you!
On the fourth Thursday in 

November, families across the U.S. 
gather to feast on turkey, watch 
football and gear up for Christmas 
by looking for Santa during the 
Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade, 
but did you ever wonder why these 
Thanksgiving traditions started?

The first Thanksgiving
The first Thanksgiving was held 

in the autumn of 1621 and included 
50 Pilgrims and 90 Wampanoag 
Indians and lasted three days. 
Many historians believe that only 
five women were present at that 
first Thanksgiving, as many women 
settlers didn’t survive that difficult 
first year in the U.S.

Thanksgiving didn’t become 
a national holiday until over 200 

years later! Sarah Josepha Hale, 
the woman who actually wrote the 
classic song “Mary Had a Little 
Lamb,” convinced President Lincoln 
in 1863 to make Thanksgiving a 
national holiday, after writing letters 
for 17 years campaigning for this to 
happen.

No turkey at first
Thanksgiving

Historians say that no turkey was 
served at the first Thanksgiving! 
What was on the menu? Deer or 
venison, ducks, geese, oysters, 
lobster, eel and fish. They proba-
bly ate pumpkins, but no pumpkin 
pies. They also didn’t eat mashed 
potatoes or cranberry relish, but 
they probably ate cranberries. And 
no, Turduckens (a turkey stuffed 

with a duck stuffed with a chicken) 
were nowhere to be found during 
that first Thanksgiving.

No forks, only spoons
and knives

The first Thanksgiving was eaten 
with spoons and knives — but no 
forks! That’s right, forks weren’t 
even introduced to the Pilgrims until 
10 years later and weren’t a popu-
lar utensil until the 18th century.

Thanksgiving is the reason for 
TV dinners! In 1953, Swanson had 
so much extra turkey (260 tons) 
that a salesman told them they 
should package it onto aluminum 
trays with other sides like sweet 
potatoes — and the first TV dinner 
was born!

Fast turns to feast
The early settlers gave thanks 

by praying and abstaining from 
food, which is what they planned 
on doing to celebrate their first har-
vest, that is, until the Wampanoag 
Indians joined them and (lucky for 
us!) turned their fast into a three-
day feast!

Pardoning the turkey
Each year, the president of the 

U.S pardons a turkey and spares 
it from being eaten for Thanksgiv-
ing dinner. The first turkey pardon 
ceremony started with President 

Truman in 1947. 
Ready, set, shop

President Abe Lincoln said 
Thanksgiving would be the fourth 
Thursday in November, but in 
1939 President Roosevelt moved 
it up a week hoping it would help 
the shopping season during the 
Depression era. It never caught on, 
and it was changed back two years 
later.

First parade
The Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 

Parade began in 1924 with 400 
employees marching from Convent 
Ave. to 145th street in New York 
City. No large balloons were at 
this parade, as it featured only live 
animals from Central Park Zoo.

First football game
The NFL started the Thanksgiv-

ing Classic games in 1920, and 
since then the Detroit Lions and 
the Dallas Cowboys have hosted 
games on Turkey Day. In 2006, a 
third game was added with different 
teams hosting.

SAFETY. HONOR. COMMITMENT.

HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO 
YOU AND YOUR FAMILY!

We are thankful for those who have 
supported our COVID-19 response efforts, 

and we are wishing everyone a 
safe and happy Thanksgiving!
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTIONBRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, Dec. 12, 9 a.m. to 
noon: Winter Paddling Event 
#1. Come join the Brazoria 
Paddlers Club as they hold a 
paddling event on one of the 
waterways in Brazoria County. 
Bring your own boat or borrow 
one of ours.  Location to be 
announced later. For information 
or reservations, call Mike Mullen-
weg at (979) 864-1152 or email 
mikem@brazoria-county.com. 

Thursday, Dec. 17, 8 a.m. to 
noon: Volunteer Trail Workday. 
We are excitedly adding miles 
of new multipurpose trails to 
our parks, and you’re invited to 
come along for the ride! Join the 
department’s trail coordinator on 
the third Thursday of each month 
to build and maintain trails in the 
parks. Activities include clearing 
brush, leveling the surface and 
painting and planting signs. Make 
sure to wear sturdy work clothes. 
For this workday, we will be clear-
ing brush at Hanson Riverside 
County Park. For more informa-
tion, and to sign up, contact Mike 
Mullenweg at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com or (979) 864-1152.

Saturday, Dec. 26: Beginning 
Dec. 26, several Brazoria County 
offices will begin collecting dis-
carded Christmas trees at their 

locations to be placed along the 
beachfront to help gather blowing 
sands, and build up dunes. After 
collecting the donations, volunteers 
and park staff will come together on 
January 16, 2021, to position the 
trees along the beaches at Follett’s 
Island and the beach in Surfside. 
Trees (without decorations) may 
be dropped off at our headquar-
ters office at 313 W. Mulberry in 
Angleton, or at any Brazoria County 
precinct office between Dec. 26 and 
Jan. 10.

Friday, Jan. 1, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.: 
First Day Walk. Start off the new 
year by getting back out in nature 
and exploring our new trail system 
at Hanson Riverside Park near 
West Columbia. The park interpreter 
will lead the hike, pointing out the 
natural and cultural high points on 
the trail as we travel past the new 
pavilion and wetland observation 
area. After the hike, we will sit and 
reflect as we compose a Haiku to 
commemorate the past year and our 
finished hike. For more information, 
contact the department’s events 
coordinator, Mike Mullenweg, at 
(979) 864-1152, or email him at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Saturday, Jan. 9, 9 a.m. to 
noon: Winter Paddling Event #2. 
Come join the Brazoria Paddlers 

Club as they hold a paddling 
event on one of the waterways 
in Brazoria County. Bring your 
own boat or borrow one of 
ours.  Location to be announced 
later. For information or reser-
vations call Mike Mullenweg at 
(979) 864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com. 

Saturday, Jan. 16, 9 a.m. to 
noon: Dunes Day. Starting Dec. 
26, Brazoria County Parks will 
start accepting used Christmas 
trees. Volunteers will meet on 
Surfside Beach on Jan. 16 to 
rebuild, restore and strengthen 
our dunes. For more information, 
contact the department’s events 
coordinator, Mike Mullenweg, at 
(979) 864-1152, or email him at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Thursday, Jan. 21, 8 a.m. to 
noon: Volunteer Trail Workday. 
We are adding miles of new 
multipurpose trails to our parks.  
Join the department’s trail coor-
dinator on the third Thursday of 
each month to build and main-
tain trails in the parks. Activities 
include clearing brush, leveling 
the surface and painting and 
planting signs. Wear sturdy work 
clothes. We will be clearing brush 
at Hanson Riverside County Park. 
For more information, and to sign 
up, contact Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979) 864-1152.

Quintana Beach County Park is excited to announce that their two newest 
cabins are now available for guests to rent.

The new cabins feature high ceilings with clerestory windows, full size 
refrigerator and stove, coffee pot, microwave, 43” Wi-Fi enabled Amazon 
Fire television, comfortable seating in the living area, dining table, bathroom 
with tub/shower, one bedroom with two full/twin bunk beds, and a spacious 
porch with a gulf view. The park provides cookware, toilet tissue and hand 
soap, while guests must bring their own bed and bath linens.

The fall and winter months are wonderful at the park with milder tempera-
tures, beautiful sunrises and sunsets and no crowds.

Give the park a call at (979) 233-1461 to book your stay now.

The new Great Blue Heron cabin (above) and the new Brown Pelican 
cabin are waiting for you at Quintana Beach County Park.

No RV? No problem. Come stay in 
new cabins at Quintana Beach Park

Resoft County Park plants donated trees
The Brazoria County Parks 

Department was awarded a grant of 
trees from the 2020/2021 Apache 
Tree Grant Program, and last 

month those trees were planted at 
Resoft County Park by a handful 
of fantastic volunteers, including 
local leaders, master naturalists and 
dedicated park staff.

We’re grateful to the Apache Cor-
poration for helping us to re-forest 
this beloved park.

Brazoria County Commissioners 
Stacy Adams and Dude Payne 
assist with the volunteer tree 
planting event held Resoft County 
Park in Alvin

Jerry Pruett (center) poses with Parks Deputy Director J.R. Norris (right) 
and Parks Director Bryan Frazier during the department’s retirement 
ceremony for Jerry, who steps down after 13 years of service as a Parks 
Maintenance Technician. Congratulations Jerry, and thanks for your 
years of dedicated service!

Parks maintenance tech Pruett retires 

The Texas Cyclones’ AAU Cross Country team hosted their annual 
invitational meet at Resoft Park in Alvin Oct. 25. Dozens of runners ages 
8-18 in both boys’ and girls’ brackets ran a variety of lengths on a new 
course involving recent trail development at the 80-acre park.

Resoft Park site of cross country meet

This year’s high storm activity in the Gulf of Mexico has taken out large 
sections of the protective dunes our community so relies on, and that fact 
alone gives greater importance to the new year’s Dunes Day event. 

Beginning Dec. 26, several Brazoria County offices will begin collecting 
trees at their locations to be placed along the beachfront to help gather blow-
ing sands, and build up the dunes. After collecting the donations, volunteers 
and park staff will come together on Jan. 16 to position the trees along the 
county beaches.

Trees without decorations may be dropped off at our headquarters office 
at 313 W. Mulberry in Angleton, or at any Brazoria County precinct office.

For more information, contact the department’s events coordinator, Mike 
Mullenweg, at (979) 864-1152, or email him at mikem@brazoria-county.com.

Your used Christmas trees, helping hands, needed for Dunes Day Jan. 16 
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Q: I know that the contempo-
rary world in which we live has 
become spoiled in many ways. 
We seldom have to wait. We can 
order something one day and 
have it delivered the next day. 
We’ve been indulged for so long. 
Is this why people are so anxious 
and have failed to exhibit patience 
in marriages, families and rela-
tionships in general? - L.P.

A: Patience isn’t easy for most 
people. But it is important to 
consider the needs and thoughts 
of others, especially in marriage, 
particularly when things are 
out of our control. But we must 
also guard against selfishness. 
Patience is not simply “teeth-
clenched” endurance. It is an 
attitude of expectation.

The Bible says, “Be patient. 
... See how the farmer waits for 
the precious fruit of the earth.... 
You also be patient. Establish 
your hearts, for the coming of the 
Lord is at hand” (James 5:7-8). 
The farmer patiently watches his 
barren ground because he knows 
there will be results. 

He has patience in his labors 
because there will be products of 
his labor. As we strive to live for 
the Lord we must exhibit patience 
knowing that our obedience to 
Him will result in good fruits that 
He will accept in eternity.

Patience also speaks of a 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Ask God for patience - and then use it
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

person’s steadfastness when 
irritated or experiencing conflict. 
Enduring ill-treatment without 
anger or retaliation is a fruit of the 
spirit, referred to in Scripture as 
self-control (Galatians 5:23). 

Our lives are to be character-
ized by patience; it’s important in 
developing stable character and 
integrity. This is why God allows 
difficulties, inconveniences, trials, 
and even suffering to come our 
way for a specific purpose: They 
help develop the right attitude 
for the growth of patience in our 
lives.

Ask God for patience - and 
then use it in every aspect of life! 
It will be a marvelous testimony 
to others.

went many years without the urge. 
One day I said: “Miller, let me have a 
cigarette!”

Charles replied in typical Miller 
fashion: “Now buddy, you really 
don’t want to start smoking again.”

I replied, “I just want to try one.”
He gave me one and a light. I 

took one drag and breathlessly said: 
“You’re right; this is terrible,” and I 
stubbed it out.

I once bought some Guinness 
Stout, which is described as a 
smooth, creamy beer. I brought it 
to the porch, well-chilled, and we 
opened our bottles in anticipation of 
a great tasting experience.

I asked, “Well, what do you 
think?” And, in typical Charles style, 
he replied, “it’s definitely different.”

I replied “No, really, what do you 
think?’

He said, “I really want to know 
what you think.”

I looked him in the eye and said, 
“pour it out.”

He laughed in his familiar chuckle 
and said, “yes.” We poured them 
out.

He decided to brew his own beer 
and worked really hard at it. The 
big day of the unveiling came, and 
when I stopped by, he informed me 
that it was ready, and it was tasting 
time.

He poured us each a glass, and 
we sat down in the screened sun 
room and saluted each other, and 
took our first sip, waited a few min-
utes and then took our second.

“Well, Forbes, what do you think?”
I looked him in the eye and 

replied, “Do you remember the 
Guinness Stout?”

He said “yes.”
“Well this is the same.”
And together we said, “pour it 

out.” And we did, with his Miller 
chuckle sounding in agreement.

I have lots of great memories of 
Charles’s kindness and of cooking 
in his backyard. Everything I know 
about cooking a good brisket began 
with things he told me. 

Most of all, he liked doing all 
things outdoors. I wasn’t a hunter, 
or a great fisherman, and he was 
all of those. He had other friends 
that he could do those things with. 
We talked about all sorts of things, 
and I enjoyed every one of those 
conversations.

He was a friend that manned my 
corner through good and bad; for 
example, when I hurriedly got my 
two children ready for their evening 
doctor appointment.

“Hurry, bring your homework and 
maybe a toy to play with… for when 
your homework is done.”

I rushed my children out the door 

and into the front seat, which had 
an exposed spring where the driver 
sat that threatened a stabbing upon 
sitting. I made sure seat belts were 
fastened and started backing out 
of the drive… when - thump - I ran 
over something.

My dog - now our dog - was a 
companion of long-standing. She 
was a family member before the 
children were born, so they had 
known Mitzu all their short lives. 
She had run under the truck, and of 
course, I couldn’t see her. 

I drove four houses down and 
asked my friend to remove the 
carcass so the children wouldn’t see 
her when we got home.

“Go - I’ll take care of it” was his 
unhesitant response - and he did. 
When we arrived back home, it 
was too late for them to check with 
Charles about the dog. The next 
day after school the first thing they 
did was go to see him, and he told 
them.

“I buried Mitzu behind your fence, 

next to the goldfish your dad buried 
back there.” His answer was the 
perfect one. We made a cross and 
drove it into the ground at what I 
assured them was Mitzu’s grave.

That was my friend and good 
neighbor, Charles, and no problem 
was too big for him to listen to or 
to help with. That man who never 
refused a plea for help, listened to 
my problems, or just talked about 
everything and anything. 

I will miss him and always 
remember him. I know his health 
kept him from doing those things 
he loved for a while, and I know he 
hated it. RIP.

Charles Miller was my friend.
(Edward Forbes wants to 

hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

Reminiscing about a good friend, neighbor who’s missed 
(Contiued from Page 1)

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Seminary book
6 E-cigarette output
11 Media-monitoring org.
14 __-proof: easy to operate
15 How the cheese stands, in a 
kids’ song
16 “__ be in touch!”
17 *Fruity ice cream treat
19 Be litigious
20 Grandstand group

21 Cough syrup, e.g.
23 Chad or Rob of movies
26 Practical joke
28 Lacking a downside
29 Immobile
31 Chafing result
33 Smart set member
35 “Great Leap Forward” Chinese 
leader
36 Storybook fiend
39 Upside-down sleeper

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
OWL  DOVE  LARK  HAWK  SWAN  LOON  RAVEN  EAGLE  

40 Fixed, like the ends of the 
answers to starred clues
43 Put a jinx on
44 Messy roomie
46 Nourished
47 House speaker Nancy
49 Luggage tie-on
52 Shops with slicers
53 Gondolier, e.g.
55 Deviate from a course, at sea
57 MASH shelter
58 Declares to be true
60 Carpentry wedge
62 Nautical pronoun
63 *Knock one out of the park
68 Afternoon social
69 Chopin piece
70 Marble mineral
71 Write “mispell,” say
72 “Jurassic Park” critters, briefly
73 Well-known

DOWN
1 Highchair wear
2 Wash. neighbor
3 TSA checkpoint container
4 Shoes sans laces
5 Sicilian volcano
6 Seven Sisters college
7 Tyrolean peak
8 C-SPAN figures, informally
9 French crockful with a cheesy 
crust
10 Captured back
11 *Place for rural anglers
12 Crossword hints
13 Checkout worker
18 “Life of Pi” director Lee
22 Common jazz combo
23 Tree branches
24 Shaq of NBA fame
25 *Won 10 in a row, say
27 2/2/20, for Super Bowl LIV
30 Many coll. lab instructors
32 Roll of bills
34 Egyptian queen in Tut’s time
37 Amber, for one
38 Be
41 Like fresh nail polish
42 __ XING: crosswalk sign
45 Restrain, as one’s breath
48 Captive’s plea
50 Worked together perfectly
51 Serious cuts
53 Keep moist, as turkey
54 [none of the above]
56 Grinch victim
59 Zap with a Taser
61 Somali-born model
64 Pointless bother
65 Squeal on the mob
66 Rugged vehicle, for short
67 “Game of Thrones” patriarch 
Stark
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

BC Foundation gets 
PAGA, golfer donations

The Brazoria County chapter of 
the Pan American Golf Association 
(PAGA) and one of its members 
recently presented two gifts worth a 
combined $1,500 to the Brazosport 
College Foundation.

Among the gifts was a $500 
check from the Brazoria County 
PAGA, which is a donation the orga-
nization has made to the college 
every semester for more than 15 
years.

The second check was a one-
time, $1,000 gift that came from a 
rare and impressive feat — a golfing 
hole-in-one.

During the recent Brazoria County 
PAGA Invitational at Freeport Munic-
ipal Golf Course, PAGA member Bill 
Wynn aced the 14th hole to win the 
tournament’s hole-in-one pot, which 
had accumulated to more than 
$3,500.

Wynn donated $1,000 to the BC 
Foundation through the Brazoria 
County PAGA chapter. The gifts 
made by the PAGA are used to 
assist students in the purchasing of 
textbooks.

For more information about the 
Brazosport College Foundation, call 
(979) 230-3163.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): In the 
week ahead, you may be propelled 
to initiate new projects with a singu-
lar passion. You likely recognize 
an honest opinion and are willing 
to accept good advice, so you are 
one up on the people don’t do their 
homework.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Use 
your time and money wisely. You 
can delegate and have someone 
else deal with a troublesome prob-
lem or customer. It may be better 
to be resourceful and attentive than 
wildly extravagant in the upcoming 
week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Start-
ing every day with a smile makes 
the day better for everyone. If you 
see life is a journey, you will be at 
your best with a traveling compan-
ion. Make new contacts in the week 
ahead.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
The New Moon in your sign might 
signal a refreshing change in your 
interests or daily routines. In the 
upcoming week, someone may 
be attracted or impressed by your 
intense do-or-die attitude.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Social events where you can have 
fun with co-workers might be in the 
stars in the week to come. Mon-
ey-making activities can consume a 
great deal of your energy, yet you’ll 
still have time for love.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Powerful efforts can propel you 
toward potent results. Over the 
next few weeks, you might be able 
to execute a plan of action with 
a trusted ally. Your diligent atten-
tion to detail makes you hard to 
deceive.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Offer added benefits to make the 
wheels of commerce or your job 
turn more smoothly. Free samples 
can help a sales promotion this 
week, or you might invite someone 
to share a meal on your expense 
account.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Today’s New Moon may subtly shift 
your attention to ways to express 
your creative passion as the next 
few weeks pass by. You may 
develop an interest in something 
you can share with a partner.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): If you focus consistently, all 
that hard work and effort should 
pay off. Expect to make a profit in 
the week to come by being at the 
right place at the right time, but 
don’t spend it as fast as you earn it.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): As this week begins, you might 
be empowered to take charge of 
your life and feel as if you have 
the Midas touch. Your drive for 
excellence may mean you become 
focused on making improvements 
in personal affairs.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
This New Moon could mark the 
beginning of a few weeks when 
you take a greater interest in 
career success. Take time to read 
a recommended article or scan the 
local headlines since you may learn 
something useful.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Stay on the right side of rules and 
regulations, especially at work. Be 
discreet when engaged in group 
activities and discussions in the 
week ahead. Live out your fanta-
sies at your home base.

November 24
1615 - French King Louis XIII 

married Ann of Austria. They were 
both 14 years old.

1859 - Charles Darwin, a British 
naturalist, published “On the Origin 
of Species.” It was the paper in 
which he explained his theory of 
evolution through the process of 
natural selection.

1995 - In Ireland, the voters 
narrowly approved a constitutional 
amendment legalizing divorce.

November 25
1947 - Movie studio executives 

meeting in New York agreed to 
blacklist the “Hollywood 10,” who 
were cited a day earlier and jailed 
for contempt of Congress when they 
failed to cooperate with the House 
Un-American Activities Committee.

1955 - In the U.S., the Interstate 
Commerce Commission banned 
racial segregation on interstate 
trains and buses.

1957 - U.S. President Dwight D. 
Eisenhower suffered a stroke.

November 26
1789 - U.S. President Washington 

set aside this day to observe the 
adoption of the Constitution of the 
United States.

1940 - The Nazis forced 500,000 
Jews of Warsaw, Poland to live 
within a walled ghetto.

1941 - U.S. President Franklin D. 
Roosevelt signed a bill establishing 
the fourth Thursday in November as 
Thanksgiving Day. In 1939 Roos-
evelt had signed a bill that changed 
the celebration of Thanksgiving to 
the third Thursday of November.

November 27
1934 - The U.S. bank robber 

George “Baby Face” Nelson was 
killed by FBI agents near Bar-
rington, IL.

1973 - The U.S. Senate voted 
to confirm Gerald R. Ford as vice 
president after the resignation of 
Spiro T. Agnew.

1980 - Dave Williams (Chicago 
Bears) became the first player in 
NFL history to return a kick for 
touchdown in overtime.

November 28
1582 - William Shakespeare and 

Anne Hathaway were married.

1983 - The space shuttle 
Columbia took off with the STS-9 
Spacelab in its cargo bay.

1995 - U.S. President Clinton 
signed a $6 billion road bill that 
ended the federal 55 mph speed 
limit.

November 29
1890 - Navy defeated Army by 

a score of 24-0 in the first Army-
Navy football game. The game was 
played at West Point, NY.

1892 - A patent was issued to 
Almon Brown Strowger for the 
rotary dial.

1989 - In Czechoslovakia, the 
Communist-run parliament ended 
the party’s 40-year monopoly on 
power.

November 30
1782 - The United States and 

Britain signed preliminary peace 
articles in Paris, ending the Revolu-
tionary War.

1897 - Thomas Edison’s own 
motion picture projector had its first 
commercial exhibition.

1940 - Lucille Ball and Cuban 
musician Desi Arnaz were married.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. Lim-
ited dine-in - call to reserve seat. 
Lunch served at 11:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 25: 
Salisbury steak/gravy, green 
beans, spiced apples, pears & 
cottage cheese, sliced bread, 
dessert.

Thursday, Nov. 26: 
CLOSED for Thanksgiving.

Friday, Nov. 27: CLOSED.
Monday, Nov. 30: Chili with 

beans, rice, carrots, broccoli, 

pears & cottage cheese, crack-
ers, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 1: Happy 
Birthday! Baked chicken, dress-
ing/gravy, creamed potatoes, 
green beans, carrot & raisin 
salad, rolls, Birthday cake.

Meals on wheels available - 
call by 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 
sugar available - call by 8 a.m. 
Take-out orders available - call 
by 10:30 a.m. Take-out ready for 
pick-up at 11 a.m.

Brazoria Lions Club accepts, makes use of Phillips 66 donation for vision screening equipment
The Brazoria Lions Club 

accepted a check from Phillips 66 
for $14,000.00 to purchase vision 
screening cameras in order to test 
the vision of children ages 6 and 
under in the local schools and area.

At their regular meeting recently, 
the Brazoria Lions held a photo 
opportunity accepting the check 
from Phillips 66 Midstream repre-
sentative Jamie Davis, who said: 
“During the second quarter of this 
year even with the challenges of 

the COVID-19 shutdowns, Phillips 
66 Midstream was very pleased to 
support the Brazoria Lions Club. 
Midstream was able to provide the 
funding for the purchase of two 
vision testing units to help identify 
eyesight issues of children in the 
area schools. Phillips 66 Midstream 
and Clemens Caverns works to be 
involved in the communities where 
we operate.”

The equipment used to check 
vision, is quick, painless and can 

accurately identify vision problems 
in a few seconds. The purpose 
of the screening was to deter-
mine whether vision correction 
is required. As the children are 
screened, results are recorded on 
the machines and at the end of the 
screening, are given to the school 
nurse. Those needing eye correc-
tion are identified and the nurse will 
have a record of the exam that the 
parents can take to an eye doctor 
of their choice.

On Oct. 20 Brazoria Lions Club 
members (who are licensed to 
use the equipment, but are not 
eye doctors) conducted a vision 
screening for the children of Wild 
Peach Elementary utilizing the new 
equipment. Doing the screening 
were Gloria Powell, Roy Edwards, 
Jan Edwards and Vision Screening 
Chairman, Darrell Powell. A total 
of 154 vision screenings were 
conducted with one child unable to 
be screened. Twenty-two of those 
screened were identified with vision 
deficiencies.

The screening is an outgrowth 

of the Lions International initiative 
better vision for all. This vision 
screening is targeted for children 
ages 6 months – 6 years old 
because it has been determined 
that if problems in young eyes can 
be found soon enough, corrections 

can be made so that glasses may 
not be necessary later in life.

For more information or to 
schedule a screening, call Lion 
Darrell Powell at 979-417- 6120 
or the Brazoria Lions at: 979-798-
4444.

Brazoria Lions accept Phillips 66 donation at the 11-9-2020 meeting. 
Shown from left to right are: Lion Charlotte Hopkins, Lion Visions 
Screening Chairman Darrell Powell, Phillips 66 Representative Jamie 
Davis, Lion President Marie Hicks, and Lion Gloria Powell.
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