
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

I have a new hero.
It’s Yulieski Gourriel Castillo.
He is also known to baseball fans 

as Astros star Yuli Gurriel or “La 
Pina” a nickname given him because 
of his unusual pineapple-shaped 
haircut.

There is a lot to admire about the 
veteran slugger. 

He defected to the United States 
in 2016 after an illustrious career in 
Cuba. He made his major league 

debut that same year after signing 
a 5-year $47.5 million contract with 
our Astros.

With Yuli at first base, the Astros 
have contended every year and won 
the World Series in 2017.

He finished the just-completed 
season with a .319 batting average, 
becoming at 37, the sixth oldest 
player to win a batting title. 

He also won a Gold Glove for 
fielding, the oldest player ever to win 
the award for the first time.

What makes Yuli a hero in my 
eyes, however, is that in an era 
when athletes in all sports seem 
willing to forsake their teammates 
and fans in a race for more money, 

I’ve been Googling the San Ber-
nard River and found a very interest-
ing book (digitized by Google) in 
the public domain. It is the “Annual 
Reports of the War Department 
for the Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 

1900 – Report of the Chief of Engi-
neers – Part 4.”   It was originally 
printed in Washington, D.C. in the 
Government Printing Office.

The engineers of this group 
became what we know as the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers. 
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Memories are made of this

Security systems 
are useful, until 
they go rogue

The View from My Seat

For Yuli, money 
isn’t everything

By John Toth
The Bulletin

We worked hard and chilled out 
at the hideaway. The trip back to 
Bulletin Headquarters was unevent-
ful and an easy drive. We were 
relaxed. Then everything fell apart.

When we were close to home, 
I punched up the home security 
device app on my phone to turn 
off the security system. It asked 
me for my password. I changed 
it recently and wrote it down on a 
piece of paper - which was inside a 
container I used to transport all my 
office stuff.

No problem. I’ll just shut it off 
manually when I get inside the 
house, I thought.

I opened the front door and went 
straight to the security alarm to 
turn it off. I punched in the secret 
code, and … nothing. The little 
clock-sounding device inside the 
pin pad was still ticking.

I had one minute to solve this 
problem. I punched in the code 
again. The ticking continued. I 
needed the remote control to shut 
it off. 

But I had no idea what I had 
done with it. I may have left it at the 
hideaway, or it was somewhere in 
the car. That didn’t help.

Time was up. The siren came on. 
It was loud enough to hurt my ears. 
If I were a burglar, I’d be leaving 
right now, just to save my hearing.

The pin pad was broken. That 
became obvious as I punched in 
the code over and over while the 
siren was making me deaf.

I decided to pull the siren plug, 
but it continued on backup bat-

Ramblings
Van Gogh well worth the hassle of driving into Houston

San Bernard silting woes identified in 121-year-old report
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

Living on the coast so close 
to Mother Nature, I’ve learned to 
become more sensitive to and 
appreciate the changes she brings 
our way.

 Lately, I’ve been contemplat-
ing putting the river’s mouth back 
where it should be, which will 
become reality in the next few 
weeks. It will be one of the most 
awesome events of my life – watch-
ing the singing river again flow to 
the sea and recover her song. 

 This book deals with project 
recommendations to improve the 
waterways of the country. I honed 
in on the portion dealing with the 
San Bernard River. Even in 1900, it 
was on the government’s radar for 
improvement.

 The recommendation made 
by Captain Riche’ (pgs. 2334 and 
2335) was to improve the “Brazos 
River between Velasco and Rich-
mond, West Galveston Bay Chan-
nel, Double Bayou, and the mouths 
of the adjacent streams.

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I was excited about “The Immer-
sive Van Gogh Exhibition!”

I have been a Van Gogh fan 
since the 1960s. I had read “Dear 
Theo,” and then Don McLean’s 
“Vincent (Starry Starry Night)” hit 
the airwaves in 1971. I was irrevo-
cably hooked.

I bought three tickets to the 
exhibition. My daughter, eldest 

granddaughter, and I were the 
happy ticket holders. I received an 
email confirming our show time at 2 
p.m. We planned to leave at noon 
with the always-reliable GPS as our 
navigator.

We had a choice of three routes, 
beginning with drive times of 58 
minutes and going up to 1 hour 35 
minutes. The quickest route involved 
using the toll roads, and I was 
enthusiastic to go the quickest way. 

The early departure was to allow for 
the vagaries of Houston traffic.

My daughter drove. I was an 
exalted passenger. My granddaugh-
ter was the backseat iPad addict. I 
had allowed two hours on my time-
table, but my daughter’s calendar 
always lags behind mine, so we left 
with 1 hour 40 minutes to make our 
journey. 

We came to the first toll road after 
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

December 1
1831 - The coldest December 

of record in the northeastern U.S. 
commenced. Temperatures in New 
York City averaged 22 degrees, with 
just four days above freezing, and 
at Burlington VT the temperature 
never did get above freezing. The 
Erie Canal was closed the first day 
of December, and remained closed 
the entire month.

December 2
1925 - A late season hurricane 

caused extensive damage across 
the Florida peninsula, then moved 
off the Georgia coast crossing Cape 
Hatteras as a tropical storm.

December 4
1982 - The temperature in New 

York City’s Central Park reached 
72 degrees to establish a record 
high for December. The month as 
a whole was also the warmest of 
record.

December 5
1953 - A killer tornado hit Vicks-

burg, MS, killing 38 persons, injur-
ing 270 others, and causing $25 
million damage, the most damage 
since the 47 days of continuous 
shelling the town received in the 
Civil War.

December 6
1970 - A windstorm toppled the 

National Christmas Tree at the 
White House.

December 7
1935 - Severe flooding hit parts 

of the Houston, TX, area. Eight per-
sons were killed as 100 city blocks 
were inundated. 

DECEMBER 1 DECEMBER 2 DECEMBER 3 DECEMBER 4 DECEMBER 5 DECEMBER 6 DECEMBER 7



NEIther should kids try to rule-spell 
“finanCIEr,” “soCIEty,” “juiCIEr,” nor 
anything in the group of “EIght,” 
“bEIge,” “nEIghbor,” “codEIne,”  
“protEIn,” “rEIgn,” “sEIze,” “thEIr,” 
“wEIgh” and “wEIrd.”

There are well over 100 such 
exceptions, says David Crystal 
in “The Cambridge Encyclopedia 
of the English Language,” with IE 
following C, or EI following just 
about anything it chooses. The only 
way to impose a degree of order on 
this muddle is to relate spellings to 
grammar and pronunciation, such 
as exceptions involving affixes 
(agencies, seeing, absenteeism) 
or proper names (Einstein, O’Neill, 
Leicester), or how the IE/EI is 
sounded, such as in an unstressed 
syllable of “ancient.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
What do we have in common 

with snow?
Q. True or false: When it snows, 

there’s a little bit of you falling amid 
the flakes. 

A. True. Right at this moment 
water is evaporating from your skin, 
water vapor is escaping your body 
with every breath you take, etc. “In 
fact, you personally put so much 
water into the air that some of your 
water molecules almost certainly 
made it into the snowflakes pictured 
in this book,” says Kenneth Lib-
brecht in “The Snowflake: Winter’s 
Secret Beauty.” 

You exhale about a liter of water 
per day, and most of this gets rained 
or snowed back down within a 
week. Sure, maybe that’s only about 
one-quadrillionth of the total in the 
atmosphere, but that’s still about 
1,000 molecules per snowflake.

 And once the stuff gets really 
mixed up, it doesn’t matter if the 
flake is falling in Washington State 
or Siberia.

Footnote on flakes: They do not 
form from frozen rain at all - that’s 
sleet - but from water vapor in the 
air condensing directly into solid 
ice, says Libbrecht. Then as more 
vapor condenses, the crystal grows 
picturesquely. 

What pills? 
Q. How did medical science dis-
cover that Viagra might serve as a 
connubial wonder drug?

A. Nothing complicated.  
Reportedly when the drug was 
being tested as a heart medicine, 
researchers noted a curious thing: 
At the end of the trial, all the female 
subjects had returned the leftover 
pills, but the males hadn’t, says Len 
Fisher in “How to Dunk a Dough-
nut: The Science of Everyday Life.”  
When the men were questioned 
about this, Viagra’s wonder drug 
status was born.

It’s more than just 
a nifty curve

Q. The breathtaking 630-foot-
high 44,000-ton concrete and steel 
St. Louis Gateway Arch has a nifty 
curve. Is it a) a semicircle  b) a 
parabola  c) a catenary  d) part of 
an ellipse?

A. C, but make that an inverted 
catenary - like the droop of a rope 
hung loosely from pole to pole, then 

frozen and turned upside down. If 
you picked parabola you’re in good 
company, for Galileo himself mistak-
enly believed this. 

But it’s a more special type of 
curve. Key fact about an inverted 
catenary like the Gateway Arch is 
that every point on it is in compres-
sion, making for an extremely strong 
and stable architectural structure.
You can throw that rule right 

out the window
Q. “I before E except after C.”  

What thanks do schoolkids owe the 
originator of this famous mnemonic 
device for spelling words like 
“receive,” “deceive,” “conceive,” 
“conceit,” “ceiling”?

 A. No thanks at all for this 
anCIEnt, unsCIEntific, ineffiCIEnt, 
insuffiCIEnt and defiCIEnt rule! 

Eight

1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup

Chicken Tamales: By advance order

Pork or Chicken
Tamales

Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

IS IT BECAUSE OF THE 
DRUGS THAT YOU THINK I’M 
PARANOID?: A man who was 
under the influence of drugs and 
who hadn’t slept in several days, 
told police in Punxsutawney, Pa., 
that he thought someone replaced 
the parts in his CD player in order 
to spy on him. He lives in Lancaster 
County, but says he doesn’t trust 
the police there, so he drove across 
seven counties to report his suspi-
cions in Punxsutawney. The cops 
found methamphetamine in his car 
and arrested him. 

WHY ARE YOU CALLING 
ME A LIAR?: Police in Portland, 
Ore., received a report of a man 
walking on the Fremont Bridge with 
his pants on fire. 

THEY GOT A ‘KICK’ OUT 
OF IT: An undressed woman, who 
was high on drugs, jumped over the 
fence of a stadium in Jefferson City, 
Mo., and ran onto the field where 
two dozen eighth-grade boys were 
practicing football. 

YOU AGAIN!?: Immediately 
after being released from Califor-
nia’s Glendale City Jail, a 23-year-
old homeless man stole a flatbed 

truck parked directly in front of the 
jail release door with the keys in 
the ignition. But the vehicle was 
equipped with a tracking device, 
which allowed officers to locate him 
and take him back to the lock-up. 

 I GUESS HE BROKE UP 
WITH HER: The end of a romantic 
relationship between two Michigan 
lawmakers has caused the man to 
send very bitter text messages to 
the woman for almost two years, 
saying that he hoped her “car 
explodes on the way in,” and calling 
her “truly the worst human being 
I’ve ever met,” adding “I mean 
that with the utmost sincerity.” The 
woman has obtained a protection 
order from a judge. 

I’M HEALED! IT’S A MIRA-
CLE!: A man in Windsor Mill., Md., 
falsely claimed to be confined to a 
wheelchair so he could fraudulently 
collect more than $1 million in Vet-
erans and Social Security benefits. 
He was caught, in part, because 
his social media account featured 
videos of him lifting weights at the 
gym. 

YOU CAN BE TOGETHER 
NOW: An intoxicated woman 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

struck a security guard in the face 
with a can of Red Bull while he was 
trying to throw her and her boy-
friend out of a restaurant in Troy, 
Mich., after multiple complaints. The 
cops arrested her, so her drunken 
boyfriend drove to the lock-up facil-
ity – even though he had a flat tire 
-- to bail her out, so they arrested 

him, too. 
HE DIDN’T LOOK THIS 

TOUGH! Three men tried to carjack 
the vehicle of a guy outside a gym  
in Stafford County, Va., attacking 
him with a wooden stick. Their 
“victim,” who was trained in mixed 
martial arts, responded with a furi-
ous attack, forcing them to flee. 

DID YOU KNOW ?
Christmas trees were first used by ancient Egyptians and 

Romans: The origin or the use of Christmas trees goes way back to ancient 
Egyptians and Romans. They used evergreen trees like fir or pine trees, 
wreaths, and garlands. 

And the use of modern Christmas trees started in Germany in the 16th 
century. Instead of the glitzy decorations that we see on them today, they 
were decorated with fruits and nuts. 

We bet you didn’t know this interesting fact about the Christmas tree.
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YULI (From Page 1)
Yuli seems to value loyalty as much 
as dollars.

Yuli’s original contract ended at 
the conclusion of the 2020 season. 
He was a free agent and could have 
played elsewhere. Given his age, 
he could have sought one last big 
payday. 

Instead, he took a 20 percent 
pay cut and signed a $6.5 million 
contract for 2021 that included an $8 
million salary for 2022 at the club’s 
option. 

Why would Yuli take a pay cut 
for 2021? Maybe he figured his age 
would not make him that attractive in 
the open market.

I prefer to think he just likes 
Houston and the Astros. His words 
indicate that.

“It’s the team that I dreamed 
about, honestly,” Yuli said when 
signing his 2021 contract.

“I never thought there’d be so 

much chemistry between the play-
ers and the coaching staff. It’s just a 
perfect situation.”

Isn’t that refreshing? An athlete 
who values the team. How many of 
us would take team over money? 

Earlier this month, a few days 
after losing to Atlanta in the 2021 
World Series, the Astros wisely 
picked up the option for the 2022 
season. Yuli signed the contract that 
will give him the slight raise to $8 
million next season  

What a deal for the Astros: They 
are getting a batting title winner and 
Gold Glove winner from a player 
who took a pay cut.

Again, Yuli didn’t talk of money on 
the day he signed the contract. 

“2021 season was super special,” 
he Tweeted. “To my teammates, 
front office and staff, our fans and 
our families GRACIAS. “

Now don’t get me wrong. 
Although Yuli gave up some money, 
he won’t be sacking groceries in 
retirement. Most of us would love to 
have his salary. 

But when you look at salaries 
of other major league players you 
realize what a bargain the Astros 
have and how much Yuli may have 

sacrificed. 
For instance: 
-There are 20 players earning 

more than $25 million a year.
-There are more than 100 making 

at least $10 million a year. 
-Los Angeles outfielder Mike 

Trout is the highest paid baseball 
player, earning $37.1 million per 
year. 

-New York Mets pitcher Jacob 
deGrom is second at $36 million.

- There are 14 players making 
more than the entire Pittsburgh 
Pirates baseball team.

And none of these players won 
both the American League batting 
title and a Gold Glove this past 
season. 

But “La Pina” did. 
Yuli, Jose Altuve, Carlos Correa 

and Alex Bregman have played in 
73 career playoff games together, 
the most of any four players in MLB 
history.

Altuve and Bregman will be in 
Houston at least three more years, 
but Correa is a free agent.

As of this writing, it is reported the 
Astros have offered Correa a 5-year 
contract worth $160 million.

That may not be enough. It is 

speculated that the Correa price tag 
might be a 10-year contract worth 
$300 million. 

We are lucky to have  Yuli.   
Carlos, we need another hero. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

When you buy an ad package 
from The Bulletin, your column-
inch cost does not increase - 
ever - no matter how long the 
ad runs.
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VAN GOGH (From Page 1)

ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

ALARM (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

teries. These guys thought of 
everything.

I hurried to remove the battery 
cover. It required a Phillips head 
screwdriver. I have only a half 
dozen of those lying around the 
house. But all I could find were 
flatheads. Of course. Why not?

Finally, I found the right type (by 
the siren) and began to disas-
semble the battery compartment. 
Finally. I pulled the battery, and the 
siren stopped. My wife was saying 
something, but I could just see her 
lips move. Maybe she was saying, 
“Your phone is ringing.”

My ears were ringing louder. I 
answered the phone. It was the 
security company. I told the woman 
what happened. She sounded 
muffled, but understanding.

“Just give me your safe word, 
and I’ll cancel the alarm,” she said.

Safe what?
“Your safe word or the account 

number,” she said.
You’ve got to be kidding. I didn’t 

know I had a safe word. 
“If you can’t give me either one, 

I’ll have to call the police,” she 
said.

The officer got out of his car. I 
met him in front of the house and 
explained what happened. He ran 
a check on my driver’s license. All 
the while, the neighbors must have 
been curious what a police car is 
doing in front of my house.

“I have the same system,” said 
the officer. “I access it from my 
phone.”

We went into a detailed discus-
sion of why that doesn’t work all 
the time. I suggested he order a 
remote control. I explained to him 
why the safe word was important. 
He didn’t know his, either.

“I’m glad I got called out,” he 
said. “ I learned a lot.” He added 

that if his alarm goes off, he might 
be sent out to his own house. We 
shook hands, and he left.

I found the safe word. I can’t 
remember ever making it, but I 
apparently did, and I now know 
what it is.

I found the remote control in one 
of my pants pockets - after it was 
washed and dried.

No, it didn't still work. 

Hwy. 288 and the Hwy. 6 intersec-
tion. The still relatively new Brazoria 
County Toll Road or Houston 
Expressway is pricewise the fully 
loaded Mercedes of our toll roads. 
We saw lots of slow-moving traffic 
on 288 as we breezed along on the 
expressway.

As we approached the Sam 
Houston Tollway West exit, I uttered 
(merely meaning to comment) that 
the GPS said to take a slight left, 
but the exit seemed to be on the 
right. My daughter, who seldom 
listens to me, chose this moment 
to cling to my words and kept left. I 
discovered that if you miss an exit 
on the expressway, you are not 
going to exit for a while. There are 
only exits to other toll roads and 
beltways. 

You are not going to exit capri-
ciously to look at businesses, 
restaurants, or landmarks. You are 

going to proceed to the next major 
“controlled-access highway.” We 
managed to get on 610 to 45 to I-10 
San Antonio out to the old Town and 
Country area to find (eventually) 
1314 Brittmore Rd. 

We made our journey and 
arrived with 15 minutes to spare. 
We weren’t going to be early birds, 
but we weren’t late either. We had 
arrived. The venue was a large 
building with an old model truck 
done beautifully in yellow and 
loaded with sunflowers (my daugh-
ter’s favorite).

Our tickets were scanned, hands 
stamped, and we were admitted. I 
had paid extra so we could have a 
pillow. I didn’t know the significance 
of the “pillow” until we entered the 
event center. You could sit on the 
floor or wait for some poor soul to 
vacate one of the half-dozen chairs 
and benches in the large facility. We 
sat on our pillows on the floor.

Sitting on the floor wasn’t as bad 

as it sounds (or as bad as trying 
to get up off the floor). Van Gogh’s 
artwork (through computer manip-
ulation) covered the walls and at 
times the floor in a continuous flow 
of one portrait, one landscape - after 
another - accompanied by beautiful 
music. The time passed amazingly 
fast, and after a second or third 
viewing, we mutually agreed it was 
time to leave. Each person had an 
individual interpretation of what we 
had experienced.

We came away with our pillow 

exchanged for a poster and a gen-
uinely nice paper sunflower. I didn’t 
purchase anything in the gift shop. 
I had debated the appropriateness 
of children attending the exhibition, 
but I then saw a young girl dancing 
in the flowers on the floor and gently 
touching the flowers on the wall. 

The doubts of youthful appreci-
ation were put to rest. She had felt 
the beauty of it all.

(Edward Forbes wants to hear from 
you. Email him at eforbes1946@
gmail.com.) Van Gogh
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DID YOU KNOW ?

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

$99

Assistant Manager Needed: 
Experience Preferred. Apply 

In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NOTICE OF APPOINTMENT Gayla Maxine LaGrappe as Independent 

Executor of the Estate of Inez F. Riley, Deceased.
Pending in the County Court at Law #2 of Brazoria County, Texas in Mat-

ters of Probate No. PR41841
TO ALL PERSONS INTERESTED IN THE ABOVE ESTATE:
WHEREAS, on the 9th day of November, 2021, in the County Court at 

Law #2 of Brazoria County, Texas the undersigned duly qualified as Indepen-
dent Executor of the Estate of Inez F. Riley, Deceased.

Notice is hereby given that Original Letters Testamentary on this estate 
were granted and this is to notify all persons having claims against said 
estate to present the same to the undersigned within the time prescribed by 
law. Any person indebted to said estate is hereby notified to pay same to the 
undersigned.

Gayla Maxine LaGrappe, Independent Executor
of the Estate of Inez F. Riley, Deceased
By: _
MATTHEW J. KING, Attorney at Law
KING ESTATE LAW, PLLC
P.O. Box 575, Helotes, TX 78023
Office: (210) 319-8746
Fax: (210) 783-1253
Email: Info@KingEstateLaw.com

Use Seal N heal® to seal 
wounds on dogs & cats, with a 
bitter taste to prevent gnaw-
ing, allow healing. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon)

              LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Wine and 
Beer Retailers Permit (BG) With 
a Food and Beverage Certificate 
(FB) by Roma Italian Restaurant 
INC, operating as  Roma Italian 
Restaurant to be located at 3 
Circle way Lake Jackson, Brazoria 
County, Texas. Albania Daku 
President.

             LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made with 
the Texas Alcoholic Beverage 
Commission for a Mixed 
Beverage Permit (MB) and a 
Beverage Cartage Permit (PE) by 
BC Billiards LLC,, operating as 
Damifino Billiards, to be located 
at 116 E Mulberry St, Angleton, 
Brazoria County, Texas. 77515 
Carrol Elizabeth Burt Manager 
and Elizabeth Toler  Manager  of 
LLC,

Santa Claus was known as Sinterklaas in Dutch:  Sinterklaas is 
based on the historical figure of Saint Nicholas (270–343). He was a Greek 
bishop of Myra in present-day Turkey. 

 For children, Christmas is all about receiving gifts from Santa Claus. But 
how did Santa Claus come into existence? 

The character of Santa Claus is based on St. Nicholas. As per a legend, 
St. Nicholas was a Christian bishop who provided for the poor and needy. He 
also loved children and enjoyed giving gifts to them secretly. 

As his story spread, he was called Sinterklaas in Dutch, which later 
became Santa Claus. 

When you buy an ad package 
from The Bulletin, your column-
inch cost does not increase - 
ever - no matter how long the 
ad runs.
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RIVER (From Page 1)
What they wanted to accomplish 

was a navigable channel depth of 
between 4-6 feet across the bars at 
the mouths of most of the streams 
and bayous along the Texas coast.

The report goes on to explain 
recommended improvements for 
various Texas waterways. Anticipat-
ing the current day “improvement” 
of the San Bernard River mouth, I 
skipped ahead to page 2438 – the 
“Examination and Survey of San 
Bernard River, Texas,” dated Feb 
15, 1900. 

This report was made by John M. 
Wilson, Brig. Gen., Chief of Engi-
neers, U.S. Army to Elihu Root, the 
Secretary of War.

The recommendation reads: “An 
improvement of the mouth of San 
Bernard River can be affected by 
the construction of two nearly paral-
lel jetties, which, assisted by some 
dredging, would create and maintain 

a channel available for vessels 
drawing from 6 to 8 feet of water, at 
an estimated cost of $300,000.00, 
and $5,000 annually for mainte-
nance; but this work would result 
in no benefit to any other section 
than the lands bordering the river, 
and Captain Riche’ states that an 
improvement of the river can be 
made in another and more econom-
ical and useful manner, a project for 
which is accordingly presented.” 

“This project contemplates 
improvement by connecting the San 
Bernard River with the Brazos River 
to the east and Matagorda Bay, via 
Caney Creek, to the west by dredg-
ing inside channels 4 feet deep and 
100 feet wide through the marshy 
depressions just back of the sand 
hills along the shore of the Gulf, and 
it is estimated that this work, if done 
by contract independently of other 
work, would cost, including con-
tingencies, $270,000.00, which is 
exclusive of the cost of right of way, 

as in Captain Riche’s opinion the 
necessary land should be donated 
free of cost by the owners.”

The report goes on to include 
statements from the movers and 
shakers of the time - like engi-
neers, the Galveston Chamber 
of Commerce, C.P. McNeil and 
others - to make the case that the 
local industry would benefit from an 
“Intracoastal Canal” and that the 
canal would be more economically 
feasible than bringing in the railroad 
to service the area due to the many 
bridges that would have to be built 
to allow the railroad to come to the 
coast. 

Then, it hit me, like a bolt out of 
the blue. What they were planning 
121 years ago and today’s projects 
are very similar – but like mirror 
images. 

In 1900, the report came out in 
February. Our river mouth dredging 
will be finished a bit before Febru-
ary. 

In 1900, the San Bernard river 
mouth was not dredged so they 
could use the funds to benefit the 
entire coast and create an “Intra-
coastal Canal” in order to facilitate 
industry. In 2021, we are opening 
the mouth of the San Bernard River 
to better utilize the Intracoastal 
Canal. 

In 1900, a canal was proposed to 
get the products of industry to the 
port at the Brazos, which could take 
a deeper draft boat than the San 
Bernard. A “quicksand” bar across 
the Bernard’s mouth limited boats 
entering the river to only a 4-foot 
draft.

 In 2021, the result of re-channel-
ing the Brazos to make a deep-
draft, dead-water port at Freeport 
closed the mouth of the San 
Bernard River. So now, the mouth of 
the San Bernard must be re-opened 
so vessels can navigate the gates of 
the Brazos to make it to the port. 

History shows that everything is 
connected. The rivers of the coast 
are connected to the people of the 
coast, and what we have done to 
the rivers of the coast is connected 
to what we are doing today. 

By putting our river back to where 
it should be, maybe we can create a 
better connection to Mother Nature 
- through the San Bernard River. I 
hope so. 

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

The Micajah Fort Chapter of the U.S. Daughters of 1812 presented a 
children’s book to the Angleton Library. Pictured from left are Tissie 
Schwebel, Bartlett Ramsey, Librarian Geri Swanzy and Janet Turner.

USD 1812 chapter donates book to library
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Sweeny Community Hospital 
Foundation would like to thank Phyl-
lis Stedman with West Brazos Golf 
Center located at 4199 County Rd 
507, Brazoria, and the West Brazos 
Ladies Golf Association for their  
donation of $10,000. The money 
was raised in October at the annual 
Swing for the Cure Fundraiser Golf 
Tournament - Swing 22.  Also, thank 
you to the volunteers and partici-
pants for making this tournament 
so much fun and a huge success. 

Thank you to all the sponsors for 
their kindness and donating back to 
their community.

 For information on next years' 
Golf Tournament, call WBGC at 
(979) 798-4653. Donations help the 
community by applying up to $300 
credit to the 3D Mammogram diag-
nostic deductible if your insurance 
does not fully cover the charges.  
For more information or to make a 
3D Mammogram appointment, call 
(979) 548-1586.

Golf tourney nets Sweeny Hospital $10K donationBASF donates $1M to school’s technical education program
BASF has committed $1 million 

to help expand Brazosport Indepen-
dent School District’s (BISD) Career 
and Technical Education (CTE) 
program. The new CTE center 
at Brazoswood High School and 
updated CTE center at Brazosport 
High School will continue to offer 
students technical and vocational 
education pathways to enter today’s 
technical workforce.

“BASF and industry partners have 
worked together for years to see 
this educational initiative become 
reality,” said Chris Witte, Senior Vice 
President and Freeport Site General 
Manager, BASF Corporation. “BASF 
continues to support opportuni-
ties for local students to gain the 
hands-on education, training and 
experience needed to start a techni-
cal career.”

BISD plans to expand and imple-

ment its vocational and technical 
course offerings, including STEM 
(Engineering and Cybersecurity), 
Health Science (EMT, Pharmacy 
Tech, Dental Assistant), Architec-
ture and Construction (expanding 
construction), Information Tech-
nology, Manufacturing (expanding 
welding opportunities), Cosmetology 
and Agriculture, Food, and Natural 
Resources (Veterinary Technician).

“The mission of Brazosport ISD 
is to graduate each student to 
be ready for technical jobs, and 
partnerships are vital to strength-
ening learning experiences for our 
students,” said Danny Massey, 
District Superintendent. “Through 
these partnerships with local indus-
tries and businesses, we have the 
opportunity to understand workforce 
demands and graduate students 
with the skills needed for high wage 

jobs in these high demand areas.”
BASF continues to be at the 

forefront of expanding CTE training 
and resources for the past several 
years. The company is actively 
involved with the Brazoria County 
Petrochemical Council (BCPC) 
Signing Day and the Houston Live-
stock Show and Rodeo Industrial 
Craft Competition, both important 
programs for BISD students and 
staff.

BISD CTE Director, Jessie 
Jennings, said, “We are fortunate 
to have companies such as BASF 
within our area who recognize the 
importance of investing in our future 
workforce. Through these funds, 
we will continue to not only prepare 
students for current workforce 
demands but future needs as well.”

Christmas is fast approaching! 
Shoppers will soon be greeted by 
the familiar sound of The Salvation 
Army bells ringing at stores around 
Freeport. 

But did you know that you can set 
up your own virtual fundraiser and 
be part of the Red Kettle Challenge 
without even leaving your house? 
This is a simple and fun way to 
engage your family and friends 
while supporting the red kettle cam-
paign, The Salvation Army’s major 
fundraising event of the year.

The Red Kettle Challenge pro-
vides a new, online option to the 
traditional Red Kettles that raise 
funds supporting those in need. 

To take the Red Kettle Challenge 
and set up a virtual kettle, go to 
www.salvationarmytexas.org/Free-
port/. Or, call (878) 233-5420. Select 
“Take the Red Kettle Challenge,” 
register as an individual or team, set 
a goal and get to work promoting 
your kettle.

Salvation Army red kettles will 
be again stationed outside of local 
stores and businesses Monday-Sat-
urday from mid-November until 
Christmas Eve. All bell ringers will 
be equipped with personal protec-
tive equipment again this Christmas 
season, ensuring the safety of 
donors and shoppers, along with 
our volunteers.

Salvation Army bells 
ringing by red kettles, 
virtually in your home

Left to right: Janie Schmidt, imaging technologist; April Nichols, imaging 
director; Phyllis Stedman, with WBGC; Kelly Park, hospital CEO; and 
Veronica Scott, hospital marketing director/SCH Foundation ED.
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Nine County Parks.
A group campground with 

air-conditioned dormitories, cabins, 
lake & bayou fishing & wooded trails.
Two full-service RV camp-

grounds with air-conditioned cabins, 
lighted fishing areas, covered pavil-
ions, playground on the coast.
23 miles of sandy beaches.
20 public boat ramps.
Historical homes.
Coastal ecology center.
Bird watching.
Shelling (peak season Dec.-Feb.)
Year-round Adventure Programs.
Year-round special events.
Administrative offices
313 W. Mulberry
Angleton, TX. 77515
(979) 864-1541
Brazoria County Parks Director 
Bryan Frazier
Board of Park Commissioners
Chairman: Rex Lloyd 
Vice Chairman: Ron McCulley
Secretary: Dorman Davidson
Commissioners: Walter Branson, 

Brian Wilmer, Rebecca Hay, Alvie 
Merrill.

SPONSORS
             The Bulletin

Platinum ($2,000)
Freeport LNG; Town of Quintana

Gold ($1,500)
Warehouse Associates (Pirates Alley 

Café, Ocean Village Hotel, Beach 
House Associates); The Bulletin; Ste-

phen F. Austin 500; Friends of the River
Silver ($1,000)
Olin Corporation

We also thank the many volun-
teers who help clean the beaches, 
stake out trees, do sand fencing, 
lend a hand with programs and 
add so much to the county’s 
parks and to our communities. To 
become a sponsor, or to volunteer 
in our programs, call (979) 864-
1541, or email Mike Mullenweg at 
mikem@brazoria-county.com.

BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Hooked on Kid Fishfest at Bass Pro
This year’s annual Kid Fishfest 

was hosted on a beautiful Saturday 
morning by the 3-acre pond outside 
of Bass Pro Shops Pearland. 

Over 400 families throughout the 
day kicked off the event by visiting 
various booths, where they learned 
angler education, such as knot 
tying, fishing pole function, how to 
cast a reel and local wildlife infor-
mation booths. 

Next, they collected live bait and 

tried their luck in the stocked pond. 
The partnered event included the 

wonderful staff and volunteers from 
Brazoria County Parks Department, 
Bass Pro Shops Pearland, Texas 
Parks & Wildlife & Game Warden, 
and Pearland Police Department & 
Swat Team, Texas Master Natu-
ralists Cradle of Texas Chapter, 
and the Pearland ISD High School 
Fishing Club – Dawson Anglers. 

See you next year!

Homeschoolers were exclusively 
invited to celebrate Stephen F. 
Austin’s (SFA) birthday at Brazoria 
County’s historical park on Novem-
ber 5, 2021. Students enjoyed a 
wide variety of stations throughout 
park grounds learning about Colo-
nial Texas. Stations included Texas 

Republic flags, Mexican infantry, 
herbs and remedies, cannons, 
fishing, quilting, quill writing, period 
music and parlor games. Special 
thank you to the SFA volunteers 
who donated their time, historical 
knowledge and artifacts for this 
event. 

Homeschoolers celebrate Austin’s birthday

Kids learned about the Texas Republic Flag at SFA’s birthday bash. 

Boy catches bass with the help of Dawson Anglers volunteers.

Brazoria County Paddle Club 
hosted close to 30 participants in 
October’s kayak trip, one of the 
largest groups this year. 

Kayakers met at the end of FM 
2918 Boat Ramp at 9 a.m. for a 
thorough kayak tips-and-safety 
meeting before hopping into their 
water crafts into the beautiful San 
Bernard River. 

Throughout the beautiful sunny 
morning, paddlers cruised down 
the river and disembarked on Wolf 
Island for an hour to break for lunch 
and comb the beach for treasures. 
Brazoria County Parks hosts kayak 
group trips every month. Follow the 
events page on Brazoria County 
Parks’ events page for upcoming 
events.  

Father 
proudly 
shows 
son’s 
first 
catch.

Paddle Club has large attendance for October
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Schedule of Events
BRAZORIA COUNTY PARKS DEPARTMENT MONTHLY SECTION

Saturday, December 11, 2021, 
9 a.m. – noon  Winter Pad-
dling Event. Come join the 
Brazoria Paddlers Club as they 
hold a paddling event on one 
of the waterways in Brazoria 
County. Bring your own boat or 
borrow one of ours.  Location: 
TBD.  For more information 
or to register, contact the park 
interpreter at Mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com or (979)864-1152.  

Thursday, December 16, 2021, 
8 a.m. - noon Volunteer Trails 
Workday. Brazoria County 
Parks is excited to adding miles 
of new multipurpose trails to the 
area. Join the Park’s Trail Coor-
dinator on the third Thursday of 
each month to build and main-
tain trails in the parks. Activities 
include clearing brush, leveling 
the surface and painting and 
planting signs. Make sure to wear 
sturdy work clothes. For more 
information or to register, contact 
the park interpreter at Mikem@
brazoria-county.com or (979)864-
1152.  

Saturday, January 1, 2022, 8 
a.m. – 10 a.m. First Day Walk. 
Start off the New Year by getting 
back out in nature and exploring 
our new trail system at Hanson 
Riverside Park near West Colum-

bia. The park interpreter will lead 
the hike pointing out the natural and 
cultural high points on the trail as 
we travel past the new pavilion and 
wetland observation area. After the 
hike, we will sit and reflect as we 
compose a Haiku to commemorate 
the past year and our finished hike. 
For more information or to regis-
ter, contact the park interpreter at 
Mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
979-864-1152.  

Saturday, January 8, 2022 10 
a.m. – noon Discover Archery. 
Native Americans had to become 
very skilled at archery to be able to 
survive. They learned at an early 
age to rely on their bows and arrows 
for food and protection. The staff 
at Camp Mohawk County Park will 
show you how modern day bows 
and arrows are used to have a great 
time. Topics covered will be safety, 
equipment, shooting skills and 
shooting practice. After the class,  
try out your skill on our archery 
range. Bows and arrows will be 
provided. For more information or to 
register, contact the park interpreter 
at Mikem@brazoria-county.com or 
(979)864-1152.

Saturday, January 15, 2022, 
9 a.m. – noon – Dunes Day. 
Starting December 26, Brazoria 
County Parks will start accepting 

used Christmas trees.  Volun-
teers meet on Surfside Beach to 
rebuild, restore, and strengthen 
our dunes.  For information or 
reservations, call 979-864-1152 
or email mikem@brazoria-county.
net

Thursday, January 20, 2022, 8 
a.m. - noon Volunteer Trails 
Workday. Brazoria County 
Parks is excited to adding miles 
of new multipurpose trails to 
the area. Join the Park’s Trail 
Coordinator on the third Thurs-
day of each month to build and 
maintain trails in the parks. 
Activities include clearing brush, 
leveling the surface and painting 
and planting signs. Make sure to 
wear sturdy  work clothes. For 
more information and to sign up, 
contact Mike at mikem@brazo-
ria-county.com or (979)864-1152.

Saturday, January 22, 2022, 9 
a.m. – noon Winter Paddling 
Event. Come join the Brazoria 
Paddlers Club as they hold a pad-
dling event on one of the water-
ways in Brazoria County. Bring 
your own boat or borrow one of 
ours. Great for families and first 
time paddlers. Location TBA.  For 
information or reservations, call 
(979)864-1152 or email mikem@
brazoria-county.com

Volunteers needed for Dunes Day
Brazoria County needs your help 

more than ever this year at Dunes 
Day on Follett’s Island. With the fre-
quency of storms hitting the coast in 
the last three years, the sand dunes 
of Brazoria County beaches have 
almost completely disappeared. 

On Jan. 15, 2022, volunteers are 
needed to help stake down recycled 
Christmas Trees on area beaches to 
help rebuild the dunes.

Dunes Day will start at 9 a.m. at 
Stahlman Park in Surfside Beach. 
Stahlman Park is located at 2211 
Bluewater Hwy, Surfside Beach, TX 
77541. 

With the number of storms that 
the Texas Gulf Coast has experi-
enced in recent years, our beaches 
have not had a chance to rebound. 
Presently, recent storms have 
eroded upwards of 75% of the 
dunes along the 14 miles of Follet’s 
Island in Brazoria County.

The need for volunteers and recy-
cled Christmas trees is imperative 
for dune rebuilding this season. 

Live Christmas trees may be 
donated at any one of eight dona-
tion sites in Brazoria County. Please 
share this community project with 
your neighborhood groups, social 
clubs, scout troops, churches, and 

schools to encourage a Christmas 
tree drive to be collected and recy-
cled for Dunes Day.

Outdoor work attire, such as long 
sleeves and long pants with closed 
toed shoes, are recommended, as 
well as work gloves and a hammer 
to drive stakes into the sand. 
Volunteers will be given instructions 
on where and how to stake out the 
trees at the meeting location. 

A chili dog lunch will be served 
starting at 11:30 a.m. at Stahlman 
Park. To reduce the amount of trash 
in general, water bottle and water 
cups will not be provided. Filtered 
water will be available for volunteers 
to refill their own water bottles.

The natural process of a sand 
dune cycles between build-up in 
the years between storms and then 
partially erodes back during storm 
years. Placing recycled Christmas 
trees on the beach greatly sup-
ports the onset of the dune building 
process. 

Christmas trees act as sand-fenc-
ing and aid sand accumulation. 
Once the trees start to decompose, 
they act as fertilizer for dune-stabi-
lizing grasses to grow and continue 
the process.

See you there!
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Earthly decisions can lead to heaven, hell
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: What does the Bible say 
about afterlife? - A.L.

A: Many answers about life 
after death are deceiving and will 
lead people right into Hell, the 
very place they are told does not 
exist. However, the afterlife is a 
very real thing; it speaks of life 
“after” death.

Some say that people in Hell 
will make restitution and then be 
allowed into Heaven; others coun-
sel that perhaps the Hell-bound 
will eventually be annihilated, put 
out of the misery of having to face 
the fact that they took the wrong 
road. “Hell,” some say, “is what 
Christians have used to scare 
people into converting to Christ.” 
But is this really true? Did Jesus 
use scare tactics? 

No. Every word that proceeds 
out of the mouth of God is truth. 
If the truth is scary, know that it is 
the guilty conscience reacting to 
Truth.

The world wonders about Hell 
every day. It is one of the most 
daunting and repeated topics 
seen in art, read in literature, 
debated among educators and 
heard in music. David Clay-
ton-Thomas of the 1970s rock 
band Blood, Sweat & Tears 

famously sang that Heaven didn’t 
exist, but still he prayed there 
wasn’t a Hell. But that was a futile 
prayer.

There are two roads to the 
afterlife: one leads to Heaven, 
the other to Hell. It is unbelief in 
the Lord Jesus Christ that shuts 
the door to Heaven and opens it 
to Hell. It is unbelief that rejects 
the Word of God and refuses 
Christ as Savior. It is unbelief that 
causes people to turn a deaf ear 
to the Gospel. Receive Him and 
the afterlife will be in the glorious 
presence of God.

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu sub-
ject to change. Meals-on-wheels available 
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call before 8 a.m. Take-
out orders also available, call by 10:30 
a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. Transportation 
to the center available - call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 1: Beef stroganoff, 
navy beans, okra & tomatoes, peaches/
cottage cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Thursday, Dec. 2: Sausage, potatoes 
& onion, blackeyed peas, mustard greens, 

pears & cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Friday, Dec. 3: Meatballs & gravy, 
rice, corn, peas, jello salad, garlic toast, 
dessert.

Monday, Dec. 6: Salisbury steak, 
spiced apples, mixed vegetables, peaches 
& cottage cheese, sliced bread, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 7: Happy Birthday 
in Dec.! Baked chicken, dressing/gravy, 
creamed potatoes, green beans, carrot & 
raisin salad, rolls, cake.

Cruise to Cozumel highlights: Mexican diet Coke, vanilla
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Most people go to Cozumel for 
the excursions. Not me. I have one 
thing, well actually, two things on 
my mind: vanilla and Mexican Diet 
Coke. 

My first stop upon arrival is 
always at Fat Tuesdays for a Diet 
Coke. I don’t know why Mexican 
Coke tastes so much better, but it 
does.  Maybe it’s the vanilla. Fat 
Tuesday’s also offers free Wi-Fi. 

Once we’ve downed our Coke, 
and checked in with the kids and 
grandkids, we headed to a little 
vanilla shop on the corner named  
“Mayan Fiesta.” The lure of vanilla 
shopping is lost on my husband. 
He tells me to go forth and conquer 
while he sits and enjoys the serenity 
of the ocean.

The store was colorful, vibrant, 
and so was my salesman, Phillip. 

His English was impeccable, which 
helped, since my Spanish doesn’t 
extend much past “tacos.”  

He enthusiastically pointed out 
that their best-selling items are the 
rum cakes, made at a local factory 
that produces 800 single-serve 
cakes daily. The shop isn’t limited 
to myriad bottles of vanilla or rum 
cakes, though. Its multiple hot sauce 
blends are increasing in popularity. 

Too suddenly, it was the last 
day of our cruise. We awoke at 
6 a.m. My heart was set on one 
last leisurely breakfast before my 
chef’s hat was passed back to me. I 
wanted to be served one more time. 

We had spent the previous four 
days trying to imprint on our minds 
which elevators will take us to the 
hot tubs on Lido deck and to  the 
Blush restaurant on the lower floor, 
where a formal breakfast is served. 

However, our elevator didn’t go 

to that level. On our last day (we’re 
quick learners), we solved the 
puzzle and were the first in line. 
We soon learned this wasn’t such 
a difficult feat, given the restaurant 
didn’t open for another hour. 

We decided to forgo our last 
pampered breakfast and traverse 
the elevator system to the Lido deck 
and laboriously serve ourselves. 

Knowing the dreaded four-letter 
word (diet) awaited us when the 
cruise ended, we loaded our plates 
like it was our last meal. It wasn’t 
hard to find a seat by the window, 
or anywhere else for that matter, 
since most cruisers were where we 
should have been – fast asleep. 

With our plates overflowing, we 
followed our doctor’s advice to chew 
slowly, not really for digestion, but to 
kill time. 

My husband seemed amused 
with my slim pickings and shocked 
to learn that my total purchases at 
Cozumel were for two bottles of 
vanilla for $10. His need to know 
that these two bottles of vanilla 
would be joining my stash of 10 bot-
tles neatly tucked away in the pantry 
didn’t seem that important.

This is my husband’s favorite 
dessert on Carnival.

Carnival Cruise Line Warm 
Chocolate Melting Cake 

Ingredients
3/4   Cup Dark Chocolate Chips
3/4   Cup Butter
4   Eggs, room temperature
¾    Cup Sugar
1/8   Teaspoon Vanilla Extract
1/4   Cup Flour 
Instructions
Preheat oven to 375-degrees. 
Melt chocolate and butter in a 

small saucepan, cool 10 minutes. 
In a separate bowl, whisk eggs and 
sugar together. Add vanilla and flour 
and whisk until flour is well mixed 
in. Allow the chocolate mixture to 
cool completely, then add the egg 
mixture. Spray four 7 oz. ramekins 
with vegetable spray and pour the 
batter into the ramekins about three-
fourths full. 

Bake for 14 minutes. The cake 
should be spongy on the top, but 
the middle should be melted and 
gooey. Do not overcook though. 
Serve the cake hot with a scoop 
of vanilla ice cream on the side. I 
prefer Blue Bunny Vanilla, but if you 
are a Blue Bell fan, go for it.
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

November 30
1782 - The United States and 

Britain signed preliminary peace 
articles in Paris, ending the Revo-
lutionary War.

1803 - Spain completed the 
process of ceding Louisiana to 
France.

1804 - U.S. Supreme Court Jus-
tice Samuel Chase went on trial, 
accused of political bias. He was 
later acquitted by the U.S. Senate.

December 1
.1913 - Ford Motor Co. began 

using a new movable assembly 
line that ushered in the era of 
mass production.

.1965 - An airlift of refugees from 
Cuba to the United States began.

December 2
1804 - Napoleon was crowned 

emperor of France at the Cathe-
dral of Notre Dame in Paris.

1927 - The Ford Motor Company 

unveiled the Model A automobile. It 
was the successor to the Model T.

1969 - The Boeing 747 jumbo 
jet got its first public preview as 
191 people flew from Seattle, WA., 
to New York City, NY. Most of the 
passengers were reporters and 
photographers.

December 3
1910 - The neon lamp was 

displayed for the first time at the 
Paris Motor Show. The lamp was 
developed by French physicist 
Georges Claude.

1947 - The Tennessee Williams 
play “A Streetcar Named Desire” 
opened at Broadway’s Ethel Barry-
more Theater.

December 4
1783 - Gen. George Washing-

ton said farewell to his officers at 
Fraunces Tavern in New York.

1943 - Baseball Commis-
sioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis 

announced that any club was free 
to employ black players.

December 5
1901 - Movie producer Walt 

Disney was born in Chicago. He 
created his first Mickey Mouse 
cartoon at the age of 27.

1932 - German physicist Albert 
Einstein was granted a visa, 
making it possible for him to travel 
to the U.S.

December 6
Leave your polished shoes in 

the window sill for St. Nicholas. If 
you were good, he’ll fill them with 
candy. If you were bad, you’ll get a 
lump of coal - a European tradition.

1774 - Austria became the first 
nation to introduce a state educa-
tion system.

1877 - Thomas Edison demon-
strated the first gramophone with a 
recording of himself reciting Mary 
Had a Little Lamb.

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Stone-shaping tool
5 Hindu noble
9 Whirlpool brand
14 Trade fair
15 Dressed (in)
16 Apple’s apple et al.
17 Ponce de Le—n’s pursuit
20 Second most populous nation
21 Hereditary unit
22 Dark blue shade

23 Org. concerned with reducing 
emissions

25 Buddhist teachers
27 Smooch
30 2009 title chef played by Meryl 

Streep
35 Year, in Medell’n
36 Title for Judi Dench
37 Cartridge filler
38 Big signs hung in arenas
40 “I dunno”

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 42 Bagel flavoring
43 Fishing sticks
44 Pull hard
45 Collectible ‘90s-’00s stuffed toy
48 Measures of cell reception
49 [Scowl]
50 Pronoun with 51-Down
52 Wall St. debuts
55 Light controller in a lens
57 Overjoy
61 With “The,” 2010 Annette Bening/

Julianne Moore film ... and a hint to 
the ends of 17-, 30- and 45-Across

64 Turn out to be
65 Airbnb visit, say
66 Chief Greek god
67 Positive feature
68 Head of the Sorbonne?
69 Whirlpool

Down
1 Lower-APR loan
2 Neural transmitter
3 Tater
4 Youngsters’ zoo rides
5 Color TV pioneer
6 Sacha Baron Cohen persona
7 “Hidden Figures” co-star __ Mon‡e
8 God, in Hebrew
9 American gymnast Raisman with 

three Olympic gold medals
10 Apollo launch
11 R’o contents
12 Imp’s punishment
13 Like used fireplaces
18 Bar beer source
19 Disaster relief org.
24 Open a bit
26 Portray
27 Skewered meat
28 Silly
29 Justice Sotomayor
31 Verbal hesitations
32 Popular video-sharing app, 

familiarly
33 Ring-tailed primate
34 Bottom-of-the-barrel stuff
36 Jeans fabric
39 Topic of little importance
40 Short hairdo
41 “Grand” ice cream brand
43 Give off
46 Mideast leader
47 Most spartan
48 Central American country border-

ing Mexico
51 Pronoun with 50-Across
52 Swedish superstore
53 Bowling targets
54 Numbers that may be long or 

stacked
56 Fence piece
58 Improved in a barrel
59 Hitting-the-ground sound
60 Site offering handmade crafts
62 Fitting
63 Caustic cleaner
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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ways of making life more enjoyable, 
but also be sure you are carrying 
your weight. Do not push your luck. 
If amends are needed, find an 
opportunity to make things right as 
the week unfolds

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
can process information faster than 
usual in the week ahead. Slower 
individuals may find it difficult to 
keep up. Since you are quick on the 
uptake you might notice mistakes 
or places for improvement and act 
accordingly.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Balance is the key. Don’t depend on 
a loved one so heavily that it could 
be more than they can handle; do 
be sure they feel appreciated. In the 
coming week, find a happy medium 
to keep affections alight.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Speaking truth improves every situ-
ation. Your reasonable vision of the 
future can be discussed with some-
one who might know how to make it 
a reality. A new task or assignment 
can trigger numerous possibilities 
this week.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You might be more admired and 
respected than you think. Loved 
ones love you just as you are. 
Someone may be rooting for your 
side of a debate or dispute in the 
week ahead that can sway the 
results in your favor.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): A 
partner or lover might be a flattering 
mirror of yourself. You can connect 
with people who are intelligent or 
talented. Don’t buy anything on 
impulse.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): Wor-
rying about problems can become 
a problem in its own right. Don’t feel 
as if you must hold up the world all 
alone. In the week to come, ask for 
help, and you are likely to be pleas-
antly surprised.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Someone special may obviously 
prefer your company, making it 
easy to detour around debates and 
disagreements. Take notes when 
you are inspired by unusual ideas. 
Rescue a dog or cat from an animal 
shelter if you can.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Find 

21): This week could mark the 
beginning of a phase when you 
focus on your personal affairs. You 
may visualize the items that will 
make you happy and take steps 
to acquire the things that are most 
important.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may be tempted to discuss 
your services or products when 
other people merely want a simple 
social conversation. Relax in the 
week ahead and ignore an impulse 
to score points or profit from every 
contact.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Keep your energies contained and 
your investments diversified. You 
could overextend yourself financially 
or emotionally in the week to come. 
Hold off on major expenditures while 
your bank account fills up.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
You might be blessed by relief from 
an old problem in the week ahead. 
Plan your workload so you can 
enjoy a family get together. You 
might trigger someone’s doubts if 
you evade questions in the upcom-
ing week.

Bulletin horoscope
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