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By John Toth
The Bulletin

I was trying to ignore the ear-shat-
tering sound of a power drill while 
working on the paper. I can ignore 
a lot of things, but this noise was 
about to bust my eardrums.

I found some earplugs and stuffed 
them in my ears. That helped some. 
The drilling continued.

I was thinking that if these work-
ers keep drilling on the outside of 

the house, there may not be much 
house left.

My quiet world of newspaper 
production was being drilled to 
death by workers who showed up 
in the morning, eager to install our 
new storm windows. I thought we 
could work side-by-side in harmony. 
Then the drilling and glass breaking 
started.

I moved from my office to the 
dining room because my office 
now lacked its window and the new 
one had not been installed. It was 
strange to see a gaping hole where 
the old window used to be.

It would be interesting to work like 

Ramblings

How my daughter met her great grandma’s gentle bull
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin

Mid-August, 1964, my ex-wife 
decided it was time for our 
daughter, Shirlene, to meet her 
95-year-old great grandmother, 
Granny Zettel. She lived just west 
of Nelsonville, which is west of Bell-
ville, Texas. We loaded the car with 
Shirlene and all the baby necessi-
ties, and away we went.

Granny Zettel lived in a dog-run 
house she and her husband had 
built in the 1800s. A living room 
and kitchen was on the right side, a 

20-foot-wide breezeway ran down 
the middle, and two bedrooms were 
on the left side of the house. It sat 
on an 11-acre farm.

There was no electricity or 
plumbing in the house. There was a 
wood burning stove to cook on, and 
a well with a hand-operated pitcher 
pump on the right side of the porch 
for water. Granny kept a few head 
of cattle, chickens, a pig or two and 
about 5 acres under cultivation.

And, she had a bull.
This bull was not your run-of-the-

Memories are made of this

Taking a stab at the painful pitfalls of working from home
By Greg Schwem
Tribune Content Agency
Humor Hotel

Restless at 2:15 a.m., I rolled 
over onto my right side, taking 
great pains to execute the move 
quietly so as not to disturb my 
wife’s slumber.

What followed was anything but 
quiet. It was, however, excruciat-
ingly painful.

“What the...” I cried, as my ribs 

connected with something sharp 
and metal. In 27 years of marriage 
and sharing a bed, I’ve rolled onto 
articles of clothing, used Kleenex 
and the occasional TV remote, but 
never something that caused me to 
yelp.

That was before I rolled onto 
a clipboard. I might have stayed 
asleep had I rolled onto the “board” 
portion; instead, I connected with 
the “clip.”

“What’s wrong?” my wife said, 
now awake and slightly alarmed. A 
scream in the middle of the night is 
never O.K., unless it comes from a 
TV horror movie.

“Why is THIS here?” I replied, 
taking the clipboard and tossing it to 
the floor, thankfully in the opposite 
direction of our dog’s bed.

“I’m sorry,” she said. “I guess I fell 
asleep. I was working.”

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Surrounded by three defenders, 
the Arizona Cardinals wide receiver 
jumped high to make a spectacular 
game-winning catch of a Hail Mary 
pass.

The play dominated highlight 
shows and will go down as one 
of the great clutch catches in NFL 
history.

But pardon me if I don’t watch the 
replay.

The receiver, you see, was 
DeAndre Hopkins. DeAndre was a 
star and fan favorite with our Texans 
before being traded to the Cardinals 
in the latest outlandish personnel 
move by the hometown team. 

The View from My Seat

By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

“Forbes, what the heck are you 
doing?” a friend asks.

“I’m trying to catch that mosquito 
that keeps dive-bombing me” I reply.

“There are no mosquitoes in this 
coffee shop,” he asserts.

If you see me sitting and waving 
my arms and swatting with my 
hands, don’t be alarmed. I have a 
new crop of ‘floaters.’

 Most of my peers know what 
floaters are. They are clumped 
microscopic fibers in the vitreous 
(the jellylike fluid in the eyeball) and 

Holiday happenings 2020Holiday happenings 2020
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

While some events have 
been canceled this year 
because of the coronavirus, 
there are some 2020 area 
holiday activities being 
planned to brighten spirits 
that follow health recom-
mendations and are held 
outdoors and/or allow for 
social distancing.

Lake Jackson, West 
Columbia, Freeport and 

Clute are among the cities 
that are offering festivities and 
fun while Gulf Coast Auto will 
sponsor an Angleton event.

Lake Jackson
Lake Jackson’s Light up 

Lake Jackson has several 
activities scheduled through-
out December, starting with a 
“Color the Lights” kids’ color-
ing contest from Dec. 1 - Dec. 
13 and a free-style “Draw the 
Lights” holiday-theme contest 
for all ages from Dec. 3 to 
Dec. 16. 

A coloring sheet will be 
provided on the city web-
site and the Discover Lake 
Jackson/City of Lake Jackson 

Facebook pages. Once 
completed, entries can be 
turned in at city hall, the 
recreation center or the 
library.

A “Drive the Lights” map 
featuring decorated homes 
will be created after home-
owners submit their homes 
to be on the map and to be 
viewed Dec.10 to Dec. 25. 

The link to add “your 
home” will go live after 
Thanksgiving, said Megan 
Borth, assistant city man-
ager. “We will have a small 
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Why you should get a
NOAA weather radio

Things about weather that will amaze you
• You can use pine cones to forecast the weather: The scales will close 

when rain is on the way.
 • The fastest wind speed ever recorded is 318 mph in one of the May 3, 

1999 tornadoes to hit Oklahoma.
 • A lightning strike in the Democratic Republic of Congo killed all 11 

members of one soccer team while leaving the opposing team in the match 
untouched, leading to accusations of witchcraft by the survivors.

NOAA Weather Radio is a service 
of the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration (NOAA) of 
the U.S. Department of Commerce.

 NOAA Weather Radio is a nation-
wide network of government-op-
erated radio stations designed to 
provide the public with a constant 
source of up-to-date weather infor-
mation. 

It provides continuous broadcasts 
of the latest weather information 
from local National Weather Service 
offices. Weather messages are 
repeated every 4 to 6 minutes, and 
are routinely updated every 1 to 3 
hours or more frequently in rapidly 
changing local weather. 

The service operates 24 hours 
daily. The regular broadcasts are 
specifically tailored to weather infor-
mation needs of the people within 
the service area of the transmitter. 
For example, in addition to general 
weather information, stations in 
coastal areas provide information of 
interest to mariners.

Special radios that receive only 
NOAA Weather Radio, both with 
and without the tone alert feature, 
are available from several manufac-
turers. 

The radios can usually be found 
at most department and electronics 
stores and online at electronics 
web merchants. In addition, other 
manufacturers are including NOAA 
Weather Radio as a special feature 
on an increasing number of receiv-
ers.

Do you have one?



their inhabitants!
There would likely be far fewer 

fish, fewer fishermen and fishing 
boats, but probably no fewer drink-
ers clinking the cubes in their gin 
and tonic!

Baby face
Q. Baby in the house? Have 

you ever noticed how different her 
head looks from your own?

A. Baby’s head is big for her 
size, and her eyes are proportion-
ally huge, reason for the wide-eyed 
look, says Leslie Zebrowitz in 
“Reading Faces: Window to the 
Soul?” The eyes grow very little 
from birth, with the face continu-
ing to grow “into the eyes,” so to 
speak. Baby’s larger pupils may 
compensate for the inefficiency of 
the immature retinas in capturing 
light. 

Soft, chubby cheeks are another 
hallmark, possibly adaptive for 
aiding suckling -- and indeed even 
starving, emaciated babies have 
“sucking pads” in their cheeks. All 
this sucking tends to redden and 
enlarge the lips. Looking up at you, 
Baby also displays high eyebrows 
(for easier upward gazing), and a 
classic pug nose. “One never sees 
a baby with low, bushy eyebrows, 
or a ‘hook’ nose.”

These babyish looks, says 
Zebrowitz, are believed to elicit 
caretaking and disarmed feelings 
of tenderness, protection and love.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

Advertising twists
Q. How are ads that target con-

sumers in individualistic societies, 
such as the U.S. and Canada, 
different from ads in communal 
societies such as Korea?

A. The former try to sell EGO 
and what the product can do for 
you, the latter sell SOCIAL CON-
NECTEDNESS and how the prod-
uct can foster feelings of belonging 
and harmony, say Douglas Kenrick 
et al. in “Social Psychology: Unrav-
eling the Mystery.” It’s “I am the 
one” vs. “We are the world.”

“Be all that you can be. Join the 
Army,” is a classic U.S. pitch at 
individualistic go-enhancement. 
Toyota’s “I love what it does for 
me. From any angle” (the car 
pictured front and sideways) suc-
ceeds in the U.S., but “The best 
relationships are lasting ones... 
Toyota Quality” works better in 
communal Korea. When research-
ers Sang-Pil Han and Sharon 
Shavitt tested chewing gum ads 
in both cultures, they found “Treat 
yourself to a breath-freshening 
experience” worked in one but not 
the other; the same for “Share a 
breath-freshening experience.”  
Can you guess which was which?

Oxygen injection

Q. What is “blood doping” by an 
endurance athlete?

A. In one form, competitors such 
as cyclists have blood removed 
weeks before an event, so their 
bone marrow replaces the lost 
blood, say Frederic Martini et 
al. in “Human Anatomy, 4th Ed.”  
Meanwhile the “packed” blood 
cells are removed from the plasma 
and stored. These are reinfused 
immediately before the event to 
try artificially to elevate the blood’s 
oxygen-carrying capacity.

But, the heart is placed under 
tremendous strain, risking stroke 
or heart attack. “Training at high 
altitudes is a safer and currently 
acceptable alternative.”

Why ice doesn’t sink
Q. What special feature of freez-

ing water gratifies both fishers in 
winter and drinkers year round?

A. Ice floats, as water is one 
of the few substances which 
becomes less dense rather than 
more dense when it freezes. Were 
the reverse true, says Elizabeth 
Wood in “Science From Your 
Airplane Window,” the ice that 
forms on lakes and rivers and 
oceans would sink to the bottom, 
the insulating upper layers of ice 
would disappear, the cold waters 
of the world would grow colder and 
possibly freeze solid, exterminating 

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

3 TACOS

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

$495

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

OK, LET’S SEE YOUR 
BADGE … DIDN’T THINK SO: 
A man falsely claimed to be a fed-
eral law enforcement officer, when 
Pennsylvania state troopers showed 
up at his home in Mt. Pleasant 
Township on a report of domestic 
abuse against a 72-year-old woman, 
who was hiding from him behind 
a tree in fear of her life. The man 
confronted them “raising his voice 
and flailing his arms in the faces of 
the troopers” until they handcuffed 
him and took him away. 

HE HAS A THING FOR 
RANCH DRESSING: Deputies 
responded to a disturbance call 
at a deli in Topeka, Kan., at 3:30 
a.m., and found a 17-year-old man, 
high on drugs, who had apparently 
broken in, undressed and covered 
himself in ranch dressing.  

GET OUT OF THE GUTTER: 
A teenager dropped his cell phone 
into a storm drain in New Port 
Richey, Fla., and got stuck when 
he removed a manhole cover and 
climbed in to retrieve it. Fire crews 
came and got him out. He was in 
there for about an hour. 

I TOLD YOU - I’M WORKIN’ 
ON IT!: A man went to a mechanic 
in Whitestown, Ind., to have the 
5.7-liter F-150 engine in his truck 
replaced. The mechanic said it 
would take “a couple months.” That 
was two years ago. The guy is 
suing. 

HMMMM, THIS LOOKS 
FAMILIAR: A woman tried to sell 
a stolen, thousand-dollar Simon G 
ring back to the Winter Haven, Fla., 
jewelry store from which it had been 
taken in a burglary three months 
earlier. She claimed that she had 
found it while treasure hunting on 
a beach with a metal detector, but 
police discovered that she had tried 
to sell three other stolen Simon G 
rings to another jewelry store in 
Lake Wales. 

I DON’T NEED YOUR HELP!: 
An undressed man, who was high 
on meth and walking the streets 
of Winnipeg, Manitoba, stole the 
ambulance of the paramedics who 
stopped to help him, and crashed 
it into the wall of the Portuguese 
Cultural Center. 

WELL, THAT JUST STINKS: 
When police approached a suspect 
sitting on a park bench in Vienna, 
Austria, in the wee hours of the 
morning, he proceeded to behave 
“in a provocative and uncooperative 
manner.” He then stood up and 
“intentionally released a massive 
intestinal wind in the immediate 
vicinity of the officers.” He was fined 
$564 for violating public decency. 

THINK YOU CAN OUT-
SMART ME?: A man, who was 
high on drugs, tried to scare away 
a family of raccoons living under 
his trailer home in Benton County, 
Wash. But he accidentally knocked 

over a candle during the commo-
tion, and destroyed the place in the 
resulting fire. 

YOU’VE GOT A LOT OF 
EXPLAININ’ TO DO: A man was 
charged with a whole bunch of felo-
nies after he went on a crime spree 
in Arizona over several days. Police 
said he opened fire on two people 
outside a sports bar; robbed a man 
at gunpoint and stole his purple 
Mercedes C320; tried to rob two 
guys at gunpoint in a parking lot; 
and robbed two people at knifepoint 
at a BBQ joint. 

YOU’RE A BAD BOY - TAKE 
THAT!: A couple, having intimate 
relations behind the bushes on a 

roadside in south-western Rus-
sian region of Stavropol Krai, were 
stopped by an angry old woman, 
known locally as Lady Irina, who 
began hitting the man on the but-
tocks with a wooden plank. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Beer 
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise 
License (BE) by Randall Lee 
Adkins operating as Rhythm 
& Brews, to be located at 322 
Windward Way, Freeport, Bra-
zoria County, Texas. 77541 
Randall Lee Adkins Owner.
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919 W. Second St.
Freeport

(979) 233-1352
ontheriverrestaurant.com

111 Abner Jackson Pkwy.
Lake Jackson
(979) 299-7444

swampshacklj.com
Named Top 40 in Texas by Texas Monthly

Catering for any occasion ~ Private banquet rooms

HOLIDAY GIFT CARDS AVAILABLE

sporadically cross your field of vision 
(the retina) and appear as shadows.

I haven’t had any in years and 
tend to react like it’s a flying insect 
attacking, or worse, a rodent or 
other pest running through the room. 
Fortunately, for all nearby, I react 
by swatting at the air or imaginary 
thing on the floor and to date have 
claimed no innocent victims. 

Floaters are generally particles 
of collagen and are more common 
with aging. They can be distracting 
if they are large, but generally they 
are small, and with time, settle to the 
bottom of the vitreous. 

The time to be concerned is when 
they are the result of an injury or if 
any eye pain or discomfort is expe-
rienced. They sometimes appear 

with flashes of light, and that may 
be time to consult an optometrist or 
ophthalmologist. Floaters usually 
are accommodated by the brain 
adjusting so you ignore them. 

As we age, the need for regu-
lar eye exams and checking eye 
pressure are prudent measures to 
take. In today’s world, cataracts 
are no longer a sentence to slowly 
decreasing visual acuity. Cataract 
surgery is commonplace, and com-
puter guided procedures can lead to 
improved vision. 

I had cataract surgery in 2014. 
Prior to this procedure, I was one 
step removed from being legally 
blind. My vision, fortunately, 
could be corrected with glasses, 
granted the lenses were thick, and 
my friends accused me of using 

coke-bottle bottoms as lenses. This 
of course is significant only to those 
of an age that can remember cokes 
coming exclusively in glass bottles. 

In the early 1970s, I had an 
optometrist friend who wanted 
Dr. Frank Grady to perform Lasik 
surgery on me. Dr. Grady was a 
pioneer in the procedure, but I was 
afraid of it. I didn’t want to lose what 
little I had.

 Failing that, they wanted me to 
try contact lenses. The contact lens 
was in its infancy at that time, and 
only the hard lenses were avail-
able. I tried them, but after an hour, 

my eyes would be bloodshot and 
burning; my face would be bathed 
in the eye drops I was using as a 
lubricant. The two of them trimmed 
the lenses to a smaller size, and 
that didn’t help. They then drilled 
(with a laser) a small hole in each 
lens on the assumption it would let 
more oxygen get to my eyes, and 
that didn’t help. Their next effort was 
to try the new corning lenses in my 
glasses. These were supposed to 
be much thinner than conventional 
lenses with high corrections. 

The corning lens was living up 
to its promise of being thinner, 
unfortunately the tradeoff was a 
marked increase in weight. I grate-

fully relinquished them to go back to 
conventional lenses. 

The cataract removal and the lens 
they put in my eyes, one traditional 
and the other correcting for astig-
matism, are fantastic. I don’t have to 
wear glasses to drive. I do, however, 
wear them to read as I am now 
farsighted in a 20/20 fashion. 

We’ve come a long way, baby.
But keep getting regular eye 

exams.
(Edward Forbes wants to 

hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

If you see mosquitos that aren’t there, best to get eyes checked
(Continued from Page 1)

To ensure  timely delivery, place your order 
now for your holiday tamales (pork/chicken) (regular/spicy)

1 dozen $14.95 + tax

Orders (received and paid in full) placed by Dec. 14
will receive 5% off total purchase. Deadline to place

an order is Dec. 21. Happy Holidays.
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HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

Another home office mishap.
As the pandemic keeps the 

world’s workforce away from offices, 
working from home has become the 
norm. Basements, spare bedrooms 
and dining room tables are suddenly 
being relabeled the “home office” 
with family members jockeying for 
space each morning.

“Honey, I have an important Zoom 
call today. That means I get the 
breakfast nook.”

“Oh, really? Where am I sup-
posed to work?”

“Hello? What’s wrong with the 
storage shed? Move my belt sander 

off the workbench and put your 
laptop there. The Wi-Fi should 
reach.”

Recently, unable to venture to a 
professional recording studio to lay 
down an audio track for a training 
film, I found myself narrating the 
script at home, using my computer’s 
built-in microphone. When I sent the 
results to a video editor, he was less 
than pleased.

“It sounds distorted. Where did 
you record this?”

“In my home office,” I said.
“Is your home office by a window? 

I can hear kids playing outside.”
“Sorry about that.”

“Do you have a coat closet in the 
house?”

“Uh, yeah.”
“Hang a bunch of heavy winter 

coats around you and record the 
audio in there,” he said.

“Sure, whatever.”
I’ve found myself asking confer-

ence call participants their exact 
locations after viewing their sur-
roundings via their webcams. Upon 
seeing an assortment of clothes 
hanging over one’s right shoulder, 
curiosity got the best of me.

“Are you in your laundry room?” 
I asked.

Yes, but don’t worry,” she replied. 
“The dryer cycle just ended so it 
should be quiet.”

My wife has decided our bed will, 
for the time being, double as her 
office. Which means, if she falls 

asleep again before tidying up her 
“desk,” I can expect to roll onto 
charging cubes, pens, spiral note-
books and who knows what else. 
Hopefully, my slumbering bulk does 
not end up resting on something 
that would be expensive to replace. 
Her laptop, for instance.

Since March, whenever some-
body gives me their “office” number, 
I just assume I am dialing their 
home and will hear the inevitable 
dog bark or wailing child at some 
point during the conversation. I have 
thought about installing a home 
office phone menu simply to mess 
with unsuspecting callers.

“Hello, you’ve reached the office 
of Greg Schwem. For a company 
director, press one. (PAUSE). Using 
your touch tone keypad, please 
spell Greg Schwem’s name. For the 
letter ‘q,’ press the ‘star’ or ‘hash’ 
key. (PAUSE) Now being transferred 

to Greg Schwem. (PAUSE). Hi, this 
is Greg. I’m not my desk right now. 
If this matter is urgent, press zero 
for the operator. (PAUSE). Hi, this 
is Greg. I’m not at the operator’s 
desk right now. I’m running back to 
my own desk because I just heard 
the phone ring. I’m guessing it was 
you.”

The caller may not think it’s funny, 
but it certainly lessens the pain of 
rolling onto a stapler.

(Greg Schwem is a corporate 
stand-up comedian and author 
of two books: “Text Me If You’re 
Breathing: Observations, Frus-
trations and Life Lessons From a 
Low-Tech Dad” and the recently 
released “The Road To Success 
Goes Through the Salad Bar: A Pile 
of BS From a Corporate Comedian,” 
available at Amazon.com. Visit Greg 
on the web at www.gregschwem.
com.)

(Continued from Page 1)
Turning bed into home office presents some problems

mill animal. When he was born, his 
mother refused to let him nurse, so 
Granny raised him by hand.

At about 6-years-old then, he was 
a magnificent animal, and he was…
BIG. Granny estimated he weighed 
close to 2,000 pounds. His wide 
head was covered with white curls 
while his body sported a beautiful 
tannish-red coat that always looked 
like he had just been groomed. 
Three white “socks” completed his 
overall good looks.

Because Granny had hand-
raised him, he was gentle as a 
lamb, curious as a cat and friendly 
as a puppy. Anytime someone 
approached the fence, he would 
come to get his forehead scratched, 
his curly face rubbed, and hopefully, 
a treat, like an apple or a carrot.

Shirlene was a toddler, and she 
was in the middle of being pot-
ty-trained. During the heat of the 
afternoon, she went to her mother 
and said, “Potty, Mommy, Potty.”

Granny had an outhouse. You 
do NOT want to introduce a toddler 
who has never been to anything but 
a clean, air-conditioned restroom to 
a Texas outhouse during the hottest 
part of an August day.

Ah, but we found an alternative. 
Just outside the corral was a big old 
oak tree, so Mommy took her to the 
shade of the oak, pulls down her 
diaper, holds her hands and tells her 
to squat down and pee. Mommy is 

looking down at Shirlene.
Shirlene is looking up at Mommy.
Neither one of them notices the 

big, beautiful, curious bull easing 
up to the fence. The bull stuck his 
head between the first and second 
strands of the barbed wire fence.

Curious, he cold-nosed Shirlene’s 
bare bottom and snorted.

Shirlene jumped three feet in the 
air and locked her fingers behind 

Mommy’s neck. She was making 
a noise not unlike an air raid siren. 
Her diaper was still on the ground, 
haloed around a pair of footprints.

She forgot to pee.
That bull snort put Shirlene’s potty 

training back about 6 weeks.
(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

How a 2,000 lb. bull set back my daughter’s potty training
(Continued from Page 1)

A new historical marker was recently installed by the Sons of the 
Confederacy on the grounds of the Brazoria Heritage Foundation, 204 
West Smith Street in Brazoria, near the Brazos Valley Railroad Museum.  
The subject of marker is the Houston Tap and the Brazoria Railway 
Company.  It was incorporated on Sept. 1, 1856 and authorized to run a 
line from Houston to Columbia bridge on the Brazos River.

Group installs historical marker 
honoring Brazoria Railway Company
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AllowAllow
us to treatus to treat
you to you to 
Moody Gardens’Moody Gardens’
FESTIVAL OF LIGHTSFESTIVAL OF LIGHTS
Enjoy a mile-long trail with more than one million lights and lighted scenes that takes you around 

the Moody Gardens property with spectacular views of Galveston Bay.
The Bulletin will make it possible for four readers to win tickets to this magical event, continuing 

nightly through Jan. 1, 2021. We are giving away four tickets to four lucky winners. Winners 
will be mailed the ticket bundles, and their names will appear in a promotional story in The Bulletin. 
Safety protocols, including social distancing and mask requirements, are in place this holiday season 
to ensure the safety of the families and staff during this annual tradition.

Fill out the form below to enter. Mail it to The Bulletin, P.O. Box 2426, Angleton, TX 77516; or fax it 
to 1-866-844-5288; or email it to john.bulletin@gmail.com. One entry per person, please. Please write 
clearly. Entries must be received by Dec. 10, and winners will be announced in the Dec. 15 issue.

NAME______________________________________________(PHONE)__________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________

CITY__________________________________________________(ZIP)___________________________

EMAIL________________________________________________________________________________

BC’s Jumpstart offers free training in high-paying skills
Registration is open for a new 

session of Brazosport College’s 
Jumpstart program. The program is 
currently registering for its pipefit-
ting, electrical and office administra-
tion training.

For those who qualify, Jumpstart 
can provide the job training needed 
to enter a high-demand, high-wage 
career. The programs are free to 
qualified students.

The pipefitting and electrical craft 
training programs are scheduled to 
have face-to-face classes on the 
Brazosport College campus with 
physical distancing rules and other 
safety precautions in place. The 
office administration program will be 
conducted online.

The craft Jumpstart courses 
are nine-week programs that are 
conducted from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. Monday through Thursday, 
and from 8:30 to noon on Friday. 
The program focuses on intensive, 
hands-on training that is designed 
to help one enter a new career in 
a short amount of time. The office 
administration Jumpstart program is 
a 12-week program that is con-

ducted from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday, and from 
8:30 a.m. to noon on Friday.

The new training sessions for 
pipefitters and electricians begin 
Thursday, Jan. 21 and run through 
Thursday, April 1. Orientation is 
scheduled from 8 to 10 a.m. on Jan. 
20.

Training sessions for the office 
administration courses begin 
Monday, Jan. 25 and run through 
Thursday, April 22. Orientation is 
scheduled from 10:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on Jan. 20.

Upon successful completion 
of the pipefitting and electrical 
programs, the student will earn 
nine college credits, an Occupa-
tional Skills Award from Brazosport 

College, a National Career Read-
iness certificate and NCCER Blue 
Card-Core certification. Those that 
complete the office administrator 
program will earn nine college 
credits, an Occupational Skills 
Award from Brazosport College and 
will have the opportunity to earn MS 
Office Core certifications in Word 
and Excel.

All course expenses, including tui-
tion, books, tools and lab materials, 
may be covered. Seats in these pro-
grams are limited and certain criteria 
must be met in order to qualify for 
tuition assistance in the program.

For more information, visit www.
brazosport.edu/jumpstart or email 
Art Longoria at art.longoria@brazo-
sport.edu.

A technical education and career is financially rewarding
The average hourly pay for a pipefitter is $25.59.
The average hourly pay for an electrician is $22.39.
The average hourly pay for an office administrator is $16.63.
A career- and technology-based education will help students to be more 

than just average. Career and technology education can give them what’s 
needed to succeed for life: technical skills, academic skills and employability 
skills. In addition, career and technical education helps students see how 
what they’re learning applies to the needs of employers.
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panel of judges drive around and 
decide the winners...,” she said.

“Watch the Lights” will feature a 
Christmas movie on Dec. 11 at 6:30 
p.m. at the Civic Center Plaza, and 
families can begin registering to see 
“The Muppets’ Christmas Carol” on 
Dec. 5. There will be multiple sock 
puppet-making stations and hot 
cocoa, popcorn and cookies offered, 
said Mallory Doyle of the Lake 
Jackson Recreation Center. “We 
will have 10 foot by 10 foot spots 
available for families to reserve, and 
they will be socially distanced,” she 
said. Spots will be limited. 

There will be downtown holiday 
selfie photo booths until Christmas, 
and a Santa letter mailbox located 
in front of city hall, where Borth 
said that children can drop off their 
letters, and those with legible return 
addresses will receive replies from 

Santa. 
More detailed information is 

posted online at LakeJackson-Tx.
gov., and for more information or 
questions, message the city on its 
Facebook page or call city hall.

West Columbia
Light Up the First Capitol will 

be the highlight of West Colum-
bia’s holiday celebrations in early 
December.

 The Pocket Park in downtown 
West Columbia will be where the 
“Giving Trees,” will be set up. They 
are purchased and decorated by 
business owners or associates and 
then given to local families. 

“We have a record number of 
trees this year,” said LaBonne 
Casey, West Columbia Chamber 
director. 

Previously, there were 13, and 
this year it appears there may be 
23 or 24 trees, she said. Judging of 

the trees’ decor will be at 5 p.m. on 
Dec. 4.

Afterward, the Very Merry Rein-
deer Run & Family Fun Walk will 
start at 6 pm. at First Capitol Park.

The next day, Saturday, Dec. 5, a 
Chili Cook-off will kick off at 8 a.m. 
at the American Legion Hall, located 
at 219 Veterans Parkway (formerly 
14th St.) On “Social Saturday”, Dec. 
5, visitors and locals are encour-
aged to “eat, drink, shop and tour 
West Columbia.”

On both Dec. 5 and Sunday, 
Dec. 6, Holiday Trade Days will be 
held from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the 
American Legion Hall, and there will 
be a Santa’s Kid Zone set up there 
during this time.

The Light Up the First Capitol 
Parade will begin downtown at 7 
p.m.

Other West Columbia events in 
December include the Columbia 

High School Band’s Christmas Con-
cert at First Capitol Park on Dec. 12 
from 5 to 5:30 p.m. and Candlelight 
Christmas at Varner-Hogg Planta-
tion State Historical Site on Dec. 19 
from 6 to 9 p.m.

For more information, email west-
columbiachamber.com or call (979) 
345-3921.

Freeport
Freeport will host Holiday on the 

Brazos on Saturday, Dec. 5, from 2 
to 8 p.m. at Freeport Municipal Park.

There will be a snow hill, a 
holiday market, and after dark, 
visitors and local residents will be 
entertained by a boat parade and 
fireworks.

For more information, please call 
(979) 233-6061.

Clute
Christmas in the Park will be 

Friday, Dec. 11, at Clute Municipal 
Park from 6 to 9 p.m.

“It’s going to be a much more 
scaled back version this year,” said 

Kimberly McGlothern with the Clute 
Parks & Recreation Department.

It will feature Tom’s Fun Band, 
and there will be a Santa’s Work-
shop on-site for picture-taking and 
a place for children to mail letters to 
Santa.

“We will also be doing a drawing 
to give away prizes to kids at the 
event,” she said.

There will be social distancing 
pods set up, and spaces will be on a 
first-come, first-serve basis.

For more information, contact the 
Clute Parks & Recreation Depart-
ment at (979) 265-8392.

Angleton
Cookies with Santa, the annually 

sponsored holiday event at Gulf 
Coast Auto in Angleton, will offer 
a drive-through version in its sixth 
year this Christmas. It will be held 
Saturday, Dec. 5, from 11 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. at the Gulf Coast Auto 
Chevrolet dealership. Drive in by the 
service entrance at 1901 FM 523.

Safe holiday events abound all around Brazoria County
(Continued from page 1)

CANCELED

CANCELED
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Christmas trees were not readily accepted in the U.S.
Germany is credited with starting 

the Christmas tree tradition as we 
now know it in the 16th century 
when devout Christians brought 
decorated trees into their homes. 
Some built Christmas pyramids 
of wood and decorated them with 
evergreens and candles if wood 
was scarce. It is a widely held belief 
that Martin Luther, the 16th-century 
Protestant reformer, first added 

lighted candles to a tree. Walk-
ing toward his home one winter 
evening, composing a sermon, he 
was awed by the brilliance of stars 
twinkling amidst evergreens. 

To recapture the scene for his 
family, he erected a tree in the main 
room and wired its branches with 
lighted candles.

Most 19th-century Americans 
found Christmas trees an oddity. 

The first record of one being on 
display was in the 1830s by the 
German settlers of Pennsylvania, 
although trees had been a tradi-
tion in many German homes much 
earlier. The Pennsylvania German 
settlements had community trees 
as early as 1747. But, as late as the 
1840s Christmas trees were seen 
as pagan symbols and not accepted 
by most Americans.
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I am a Texans’ fan, so it is 
painful watching Hopkins star for 
another team.

What makes the catch particu-
larly unbearable to watch is that 
it came only hours after I had 
suffered through another Texans’ 
loss. The Hopkins-less Texans 
scored just seven points in losing 
to the Cleveland Browns. That 
dropped our team’s record at the 
time to 2-7.

I think more losing records are in 
the future. 

The franchise is spiraling down-
ward, and I am afraid the city’s 
two other major sports teams - the 
Astros and the Rockets - may join 
them.

All three franchises have had 
success in recent years, but now 
are at crossroads. They face huge 
challenges, including the loss of 
players, unproven management, 
courtroom battles and budget 
issues exacerbated by the pan-
demic. Even presidential politics 
seems to be an obstacle to moving 
forward.

Realizing I run the risk of writing 
about things that may change by 
the time it is published, here is a 
look at our three major franchises. 

In recent years, the Astros have 
appeared twice in the World Series 
and won once. They have consis-
tently made the playoffs, trash can 
or no trash can. 

The Astros, however, stand to 
lose their entire outfield, including 
the popular George Springer, to 
free agency. The future of sure-fire 
Hall of Fame pitcher Justin Ver-
lander, who is coming off Tommy 
John surgery, is unclear. 

First-time general manager 
James Click will have tough deci-
sions as there isn’t enough money 
to go around. 

The Astros face challenges 
in court as well as on the field.   
Click’s predecessor - Jeff Luhnow 
- has filed a $22 million lawsuit 
against the team. Luhnow claims 
he was made the scapegoat for the 
2017 cheating scandal.

The Rockets have also made 
deep playoff runs in recent years, 
but they have a new general man-

ager and a new head coach. 
Management must decide if the 

current team has plateaued. If they 
think that is the case, they may 
begin rebuilding without James 
Harden’s annual average salary of 
$42,782,880 and Russell West-
brook’s three-year deal of $130 
million.  

And typical of America in 2020, 
politics may be at play. There are 
rumors that Harden wants out of 
Houston because Rockets’ owner 
Tilman Fertitta supports Donald 
Trump. 

Then there are the Texans.  
Although the Texans have been to 
the playoffs in four of the last five 
years, no Houston team faces as 
many challenges on the field as 
they do.

 And the front office is in disar-
ray. 

Things are so grim that even 
Houston hero J.J. Watt sounds as 
if he wants out. 

A whirlwind string of unsettling 
front-office events started in 2018 
when Rick Smith took a leave of 
absence as general manager to 

help care for his wife, who was 
battling cancer.

The Texans hired Brian Gaine as 
the new GM.  

Several months later Jack Eas-
terby was hired for “team devel-
opment.”  Soon after that, Gaine 
was fired, and Chris Olsen was 
promoted to interim GM. He was 
fired last January

This season started without a 
general manager. Head coach Bill 
O’Brien also assumed personnel  
duties. Easterby was promoted 
to director of football operations. 
After making the Hopkins trade and 
starting 0-4, O’Brien was fired and 
replaced on an interim basis by 
74-year-old Romeo Crennel. 

That left Easterby running things. 
According Yahoo Sports, Easterby 
has no relevant experience with 
contract negotiation, salary caps or 
on-field coaching. In fact, Easterby 
entered the league only 10 years 
ago as team chaplain for the New 
England Patriots.

 Bill Belichick, the revered New 
England coach, has said Easterby 
“is not a personnel person.”

That’s pretty obvious if you look 
at some of the personnel who have 

left the Texans since Easterby 
arrived.

Besides Hopkins, those no 
longer with the team include defen-
sive back Kareem Jackson, safety 
Tyrann Mathieu and defensive end 
Jadeveon Clowney.

Already taking flak for their 
on-field performance, the Texans 
provoked more outrage after the 
Nov. 3 election when they fired 
Amy Palcic, their vice president 
of communications. The wide-
ly-respected Palcic was the first 
woman to head an NFL public 
relations office and won the 2017 
Pete Rozelle Award for best public 
relations staff. 

 The Texans say Palcic was not 
a “cultural fit.” The timing, however, 
raised suspicion that the firing 
resulted from her social media sup-
port for the Biden-Harris ticket. 

The Texans, along with the 
Astros and Rockets, could use 
some of Easterby’s prayers.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. 
Or, send letters in care of The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton, 
TX. 77516)

Politics further weaken Houston professional sports teams
(Continued from Page 1)
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THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jacksonthat, but the three window installers 
already covered up every inch of 
the office with drop cloths. And the 
drilling continued.

These guys ran around like the 
energizer bunny. Now you see the 
old window; now you don’t. Then 
you see the new window, and man, 
it looks great.

The house still had the original 
windows installed by the builder. 
It’s a wonder that that they have 
not been blown away by one of the 
storms rolling through the county. 
One hailstorm actually broke a 
window pane in the bathroom, but I 
replaced it.

When the kids were much 
younger, one of them decided to 
throw a 2-liter bottle of soda at the 
sliding patio door, perhaps wanting 
to see what would happen. The full 
bottle went right through the door - 
that’s what happened.

I had to call the window-glass 
people to get that one replaced. 
My skills stop at window panes and 
puttying.

These workers installing the 
storm windows never took a break. 

They were in overdrive.
“Do you want a sandwich for 

lunch?” I asked.
Two of them agreed. The boss 

man said no. He never eats lunch. 
He works straight through, he said.

That’s some diet. I should try 
that. It’s much more productive than 
walking a couple of miles. This way, 
I’ll have something to show for the 
exercise. But it was production day, 
so exercise would have to wait. I 
already fell behind because of the 
window project.

I made them my famous chicken 
salad sandwiches. The two workers 
stopped for a few minutes to eat. 
The boss man worked through.

In a couple of hours, I moved 
back into my office, enjoying the 
view from my brand new double- 
pane storm window. Sugar dog took 
her place on the doggie mattress 
right below. She was not as 
impressed as I was, but she’s old 
and set in her ways, unlike me.

These windows are supposed 
to withstand 130 MPH winds. I 
hope I’ll never find out if they do. 
But with the crazy weather these 
days, you never know. I also had 

some plywood shutters cut to size 
in case a really big storm threatens. 
I always wanted to get some, but 
never bothered.

That should protect the house 
during a megastorm. I won’t be 
here. I don’t like rain pounding on 
any type of window. It’s not sooth-
ing, like some people claim. To me, 
it’s a sign that it’s time to go on 
vacation somewhere where there is 
no rain, wind or flying debris.

The guys were done by mid-af-
ternoon. I got tired just watching 
them. 

Then there was quiet. 

Newspaper production, window replacements don’t mix
(Continued from Page 1)

The Galveston Historical Foun-
dation Board of Directors voted to 
cancel the 2020 Dickens on The 
Squares event, scheduled for Dec. 
4 and 5 in downtown Galveston. 
Citing the increase in local, regional, 
and state numbers relating to 
COVID-19, the decision also can-
cels associated special events.

"The decision of the board and 
staff simply skips a year in our long 
history of producing this world-re-
nowned festival. Each December, 
Dickens celebrates our Victorian 
heritage on the island and salutes 
one the great Christmas stories 
of the English language,” states 
Dwayne Jones, GHF’s Executive 
Director. “We promise to be back 
next year with a fresh perspec-
tive on our holiday tradition and a 
healthy event for all.”

For more than 46 years, GHF has 
hosted Dickens on The Strand in 
downtown Galveston to experience 
the architecture, sights, and sounds 
of a Victorian holiday. The event 
is the largest fundraiser for the 
organization. GHF plans to return 
to its traditional festival layout and 
schedule Dec. 3-5, 2021.

The Bulletin partners each year 
with the GHF to promote this event, 
which allows the paper to give away 
dozens of tickets to its readers.

“We’re looking forward to resum-
ing our partnership next year for 
this fun family event,” said publisher 
John Toth.

Dickens on the 
Strand, Square, 
then nowhere
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Q: My teenager, like most, is 
very impressionable. Her friend’s 
older sister told her that if she 
believes in whatever she wants to 
do, she can do it. This sounds like 
the dangerous philosophy: “I think, 
therefore I am.” How can I help her 
understand that God is ultimately 
in control? - D.P.

A: Put simply, it is impossible 
to believe anything into existence. 
Try it. Who can simply “believe” 
that they can inherit a million 
dollars and it happens? Who can 
seriously say that they can believe 
a child into existence?

People who make such claims 
are deceivers. Their motive is to 
draw others into believing lies. 
This is just what Satan did in the 
Garden of Eden, and Adam and 
Eve fell prey.

There are many authors, talk 
show hosts, and newscasters 
who become wealthy or famous 
by using high-sounding words 
that seem like the epitome of 
scholarship and culture. They are 
intellectually clever and crafty... 
adept at beguiling thoughtless men 
and women. The Bible tells us 
to be on the alert, “because your 
adversary the devil walks about 
like a roaring lion, seeking whom 
he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).

Be on your guard. The Bible 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Put your belief in the one true God
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

says, “When a strong man, fully 
armed, guards his own [house], 
his goods are in peace” (Luke 
11:21). Arm yourself with the Word 
of God. It will guide and protect 
you. Believers are to test the 
various aspects and doctrines that 
abound, including the theories of 
others. Most of all, we are to test 
them against the standard of the 
Word of God.

Put your belief in the one true 
God. Have faith in Him. He is the 
One who spoke into existence the 
sun, moon and stars - and yes, 
your very life. Reject the pride of 
man and embrace the Man Jesus 
Christ.

Many ways to help Salvation Army this holiday season
Freeport – As America moves 

toward becoming a cashless 
society, and in-person donation 
concerns remain during the COVID-
19 pandemic, The Salvation Army 
is making it easier than ever for 
donors to give back during the 
Christmas season!

In addition to the traditional red 
kettles and the familiar ringing bell, 
The Salvation Army has placed 
smart chips and QR codes on Red 
Kettle signs allowing shoppers to 
simply “bump” or scan their phones 
to make digital donations. Shoppers 
will be directed to a donation page 
that accepts Apple or Google pay-
ment options.

“We’re hoping that the addition of 
Apple Pay and Google Pay at each 
red kettle will make it even easier 
for donors to help The Salvation 
Army’s Rescue Christmas this year,” 
said Captain Vincent of The Salva-
tion Army. “As society continues to 
limit social interaction, and as fewer 
and fewer people carry cash, this 
is a great way for people to give, 
especially our younger donors who 
do everything from their phones 
these days!”

Another touchless way to donate 
this year is through Text-to-Give. 
“We’re asking people to text 
KETTLE to 91999, enter the dona-
tion amount, and you’re done. It’s as 
easy as that!” said Captain Vincent.

Now in its 130th year, The Salva-
tion Army’s Red Kettle Campaign is 
one of the oldest and largest chari-
table campaigns in the world. Every 
year, the campaign raises millions 
of dollars nationwide to provide toys 
for kids at Christmas, clothes and 
shelter for the homeless, food for 
the hungry, after-school programs 
for kids, and other services to Amer-
ica’s most vulnerable populations 

year-round.
“Lastly, we encourage everyone 

to take the Red Kettle Challenge,” 
said Captain Vincent. “We’re excited 
about this new opportunity for our 
supporters to set up their very own 
virtual Salvation Army red kettle, 
either as an individual or as part of 
a team. Spread the word on social 
media and encourage your friends, 
family members, or coworkers 

to donate and help reach your 
fundraising goal. Please go to www.
salvationarmytexas.org/Freeport/ 
to register or to find out more ways 
to engage with The Salvation Army 
this Christmas.”

For more information about the 
Christmas programs of The Salva-
tion Army, please call (979) 233-
5420 or visit us at 1618 N. Avenue 
J., Freeport, TX 77541.
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Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu

629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955
Menu subject to change. Limited 

dine-in. Please call ahead. Lunch 
served at 11:30 a.m. Take-out plates 
also available - call by 10:30 a.m. 
for 11 a.m. pick-up.

Wednesday, Dec 2: Beef stroga-
noff, navy beans, okra & tomatoes, 
peaches/cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Thursday, Dec. 3: Sausage, 
potatoes & onion, black-eyed peas, 
mustard greens, potato salad, corn-
bread, dessert.

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

Friday, Dec. 4: Meatballs & 
gravy, rice, corn, peas, jello salad, 
garlic sticks, dessert.

Monday, Dec. 7: Turkey pot 
pie, spiced apples, green beans, 
peaches & cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 8: Salisbury steak, 
vegetable medley, cheese potatoes, 
jello salad, sliced bread, dessert.

Meals on wheels available - call 
by 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call by 8 a.m.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Rest on 
your laurels for the next few days. 
Some important undertakings 
likely will require careful advance 
planning, so it’s not a good idea 
to try to force an issue. Use extra 
time to make your household tidy.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): You 
may not be able to begin a new 
project until you have resolved 
a misunderstanding, but it could 
take a few days until you find 
the right approach. In the week 
ahead, keep track of your excel-
lent ideas.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Cau-
tion and diplomacy can be assets 
during the week ahead. Don’t 
be quick to take offense or take 
action during any misunderstand-
ing. A partner, co-worker or the 
checkout clerk could be irritable 
and easily upset.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Take time to plan. Just because 
you’ve come up with some 
excellent ideas doesn’t mean you 
should start a new project immedi-
ately. In the upcoming week, focus 
on being thoughtful.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
You may think you’re being deci-
sive and defending your rights, but 
others might find your actions dis-
ruptive. The next few days are not 
an ideal time to formalize agree-
ments or make major purchases.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Keep your ambitions in balance 
with your abilities. To be suc-
cessful in any undertaking, you 
will need to get organized. Don’t 
volunteer to take on any extra 
responsibilities in the early part of 
the week ahead.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
You might think faster than usual 
and have numerous stories to tell, 
but those around you could be 
unreceptive today. Look forward 
to a family get-together or sports 
event in the week ahead.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You may fear you’ll lose a chance 
to make some extra money or 
get a good deal, but it might be 
best to be conservative. Hold off 
on making major purchases or 
initiating new enterprises as the 
week begins.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Have faith in yourself and 
your resilience in the upcoming 
week. Even the most challenging 
situations can be conquered if you 
are determined and refuse to give 
up or give way to doubts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Steer clear of impatience and 
impulsiveness. A few pressing 
issues from the past might stand 
in the way of your current plans. 
Wait until the second half of the 
week to make key decisions or 
changes.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Don’t act like someone with 
money to burn. Avoid signing con-
tracts and making promises early 
in the week. Planetary conditions 
are temporarily unfavorable for 
investments or decision-making.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Knee-jerk reactions can cause 
damage. Wait for clarity in order to 
avoid making a difficult and tense 
situation even worse. Wait until 
the last half of the week to begin a 
new activity or make an important 
decision.

December 1
1913 - Ford Motor Co. began 

using a new movable assembly 
line that ushered in the era of mass 
production.

1913 - The first drive-in auto-
mobile service station opened, in 
Pittsburgh, PA.

1969 - The U.S. government held 
its first draft lottery since World War 
II.

December 2
1927 - The Ford Motor Company 

unveiled the Model A automobile. It 
was the successor to the Model T.

1939 - New York’s La Guardia 
Airport began operations as an 
airliner from Chicago landed at 
12:01 a.m.

1969 - The Boeing 747 jumbo 
jet got its first public preview as 
191 people flew from Seattle, WA, 
to New York City, NY. Most of the 
passengers were reporters and 
photographers.

December 3
1931 - Alka Seltzer was sold for 

the first time.
1950 - Tom Fears (Los Ange-

les Rams) caught an NFL-record 
18 passes against the Green 
Bay Packers. Terrell Owens (San 
Francisco 49ers) broke the record 
with 20 catches for 283 yards and 
a touchdown against the Chicago 
Bears on December 17, 2000.

December 4
1875 - William Marcy Tweed, the 

“Boss” of New York City’s Tammany 
Hall political organization, escaped 
from jail and fled from the U.S.

1943 - Baseball Commis-
sioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis 
announced that any club was free 
to employ black players.

1979 - For the second time, the 
United Nations Security Council 
voted unanimously to urge Iran to 
free American hostages that had 
been taken on November 4.

December 5
1848 - U.S. President Polk 

triggered the Gold Rush of ‘49 by 
confirming the fact that gold had 
been discovered in California.

1934 - The Soviet Union exe-
cuted 66 people charged with 
plotting against Joseph Stalin’s 

government.
1951 - The first push button-con-

trolled garage opened in Washing-
ton, DC.

December 6
1884 - The construction of 

the Washington Monument was 
completed by Army engineers. The 
project took 34 years.

1923 - U.S. President Calvin 
Coolidge became the first president 
to give a presidential address that 
was broadcast on radio.

1973 - Gerald R. Ford was sworn 
in as the vice-president of the 
United States after vice-president 
Spiro Agnew resigned.

December 7
1796 - John Adams was elected 

to be the second president of the 
United States.

1926 - The gas operated refriger-
ator was patented by The Electrolux 
Servel Corporation.

1941 - Pearl Harbor, located on 
the Hawaiian island of Oahu, was 
attacked by nearly 200 Japanese 
warplanes. The attack resulted in 
the U.S. entering into World War II.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: POLKA  FLUID  MANAGE  OUTING
Answer: To cover the opening of the new shoe store the TV news crew needed -- FOOTAGE
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Photographer Adams
6 “Happy Motoring” company
10 Cuba, por ejemplo
14 2000s first lady Bush
15 Matty of baseball
16 Twice-monthly tide
17 Creme de la creme
19 Kvetch like a fish?
20 West of “My Little Chickadee”
21 Mr. Peanut prop

22 Dental hygienist’s gizmo
24 Essen’s river
26 Russian space station for 15 
years
27 Hurry-scurry
28 “__ Yankees”
30 Spar without a partner
33 Rascal
35 “Honor Thy Father” author Gay
36 Hawaiian porch
37 Ab __: from day one

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
BAY  SEA  COV  LAKE  POND  INLET  OCEAN  HARBOR

38 Uses a sieve
42 Apply, as a brake
44 Flynn of “Captain Blood”
45 Extremely lame, in modern slang
48 Hunky-__: fine
49 Toronto’s prov.
50 Dada co-founder
51 Either H in H2O
53 Home of the NHL’s Senators
55 A head
57 “Aladdin” monkey
60 Old phone feature
61 Business manager skilled at 
reducing expenses
64 Shortest-named Great Lake
65 Sci-fi’s Jabba the __
66 Mars has two
67 Aloha State bird
68 Jazz and Disco periods
69 Popular pie, and what the ends 
of 17-, 30-, 45- and 61-Across have 
in common

DOWN
1 Grad
2 Auto parts giant
3 Clark Kent, really
4 “... __ he drove out of sight”: 
Moore
5 Tree that rhymes with a month
6 Deserve
7 Pivot around
8 “Help!”-ful soap pad brand
9 Not in the house
10 Ancient Andean
11 Aquanaut’s base
12 Texas city in a cowboy song
13 Estimated: Abbr.
18 Wheels, so to speak
23 Game stick with a netted pocket
25 Expose
26 Sam who owned Cheers
28 ISP alternative
29 Fed. law known as Obamacare
30 Clog
31 “Wreaked” state
32 Creepy sort
34 Tool for two lumberjacks
39 Completely, alphabetically 
speaking
40 A.L.’s Blue Jays
41 Scheming
43 Pain in a canal
45 Made of oak, say
46 Complete
47 Reach, as a goal
51 NC State’s conf.
52 Dull sound
54 On the safe side, at sea
55 Spanish “this”
56 Lawyers: Abbr.
58 Mercedes-__
59 Big Dipper bear
62 Lord’s Prayer start
63 You, in French
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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