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Photo brings back 
my early days of 
TV encounters

Brother’s visit made 
me think of what’s 
really important in life

By John Toth
The Bulletin

Since I am a sucker for nostalgia, 
the picture on Facebook of TVs 
in a showroom in the early 1970s  
caught my interest. One TV was 
similar to the 25-inch color console 
we used to own. 

The price on the right side of the 
photo said $1,650. That had to be 
for the console that included an AM/
FM tuner, record player and a reel-
to-reel tape deck. That was a lot of 
money back then; it’s a lot of money 
today. 

That was my pick, but it was way 
beyond our means. We didn’t pay 
that much for our stand-alone con-
sole TV, and we bought it on credit. 
By the time our payments were up, 
so was the TV.

Back in those days, electronics 
were much more expensive. But 
we all wanted to watch TV “in living 
color.”

Because black and white wasn’t 
good enough anymore, even though 
a few years earlier the black-and-
white TV, through the eyes of a 
child, was magical.

I watched the 1964 Olympics on 
a small, very unpredictable b/w TV. 
Back in those days, the medium was 
the message, meaning that the TV 
was as big of an event as the event 
on the TV. But the Olympics were 
bigger, since we were able to watch 
it live for the first time. The message 
at the time was: “Please don’t break 
down in the middle of the soccer 
match.”

My early-day Western world TV 
experiences were not much better. 
One of our neighbors in 1968 had an 

Ramblings

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The spinal cord disorder that has 
left me a paraplegic is a constant 
punch-in-the-gut reminder of my 
mortality.

One moment, I was an athletic 
65-year-old; 10-days later I was 
sentenced to life in a wheelchair with 
a damaged spinal cord. 

I now realize the fragility of the 
human body. It can falter at any 
moment.  

All of that was on my mind 
recently when my brother visited 
from California. 

I am 74 now and have been in a 
wheelchair for nine years.  He is 71 
and appears in good health and still 
plays golf, tennis and jogs.

I don’t know about brother Duane, 
but his older brother couldn’t help 
but wonder how many more times 
we will be able to have visits like 
this. It is hard for me to travel so he 
has to come here and has done so 
several times in recent years.

I was determined to make the 
most out of this visit.

As kids, Duane and I were close. 

The View from My Seat

 ‘Skunk mule’ raised havoc on Grandpa Ruffo’s Texas farm
By Roy Edwards
The Bulletin 

It was planting time in the mid-
1920s on Grandpa Ruffo’s farm in 
Tennessee Colony, Texas, and he 
had just purchased a new set of 
traces. 

For non-farmers and younger 
readers, traces are a set of leather 
straps and other gear used to hitch 
an animal to what you wanted it to 
pull. With slight adjustments, you 
can fit the traces to mules, horses 
or oxen. 

With a few other adjustments, 
buckboards, wagons, plows, or 
other equipment were attached. 
Traces were expensive, and hard 
cash was scarce. 

An exceptionally smart mule was 
running loose around the Colony. 
It was solid jet black and larger 
than most mules. It could jump any 
fence, open any gate or any barn 
or silo door to thieve the grain for 
the working animals. That mule also 
reduced many family gardens to 
bare dirt in a night. 

The mule was easily approached, 
and several farmers caught him and 
harnessed him to a plow. It would 
not pull the plow, but when he got a 
chance, he’d take off on a dead run, 
breaking the plow and destroying 
the traces.

One farmer hitched him to a 
buckboard. After standing motion-
less for an hour or so, the mule saw 
his opportunity for freedom and 
took off. He jumped a 5-foot rail 
fence and made his escape, but the 

O Tannenbaum, are you in short supply? Maybe not
By Jase Graves
Special to The Bulletin

Over the past few weeks, 
media outlets have reported that 
holiday consumers should expect 
a shortage of Christmas trees 
this year due to the supply-chain 
crisis, climate change and the 
trees themselves refusing to 
re-enter the workforce after 
becoming addicted to Netflix 

and Flamin’ Hot Cheetos during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Although I believe the reports 
(along with everything else I read on 
Facebook), I haven’t felt the impact 
of the shortage myself. In fact, I just 
recently upgraded to a 9-foot artifi-
cial Christmas tree for 50% off   – and 
I only ruptured two major organs 
(and an air bag) cramming it into my 
wife’s compact vehicle because she 

drove our SUV to work that day.
My family has always decorated 

with artificial Christmas trees. In 
fact, we’ve been displaying the 
same artificial pencil-style Christ-
mas trees in our home for the past 
decade or so because we’re all 
about sustainability. And, accord-
ing to Facebook, buyers in past 
years have brought home real 

(See TREES on  Page 11)
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WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

December 8: 1938 - The tem-
perature at La Mesa, CA., soared 
to 108F to set a U.S. record for the 
month of December.

December 9: 1786 - A second 
great snowstorm in just five days 
brought another 15 inches of snow 
to Morristown N.J., on top of the 
eight inches which fell on the 7th 
and 8th, and the 18 inches which fell 
on the 4th and 5th. The total snow-
fall for the week was thus 41 inches.

December 10: 1946 - The tem-
perature at New York City soared 
to 70F.

December 11: 1932 - Very cold 
weather prevailed along the West 
Coast. San Francisco received 0.8 
inch of snow, and at the airport the 
temperature dipped to 20F. 

December 12: 1969 - The 
worst tornado of record for western 
Washington State tracked south of 
Seattle, traveling five miles, from 
Des Moines to Kent. One person 
was injured, and the tornado caused 
half a million dollars of damage.

December 13: 1962 - A severe 
Florida freeze occurred. Morning 
lows reached 35F at Miami, 18 
degrees at Tampa, and 12F at 
Jacksonville.

December 14: 1924 - The tem-
perature at Helena, MT., plunged 
79F in 24 hours, and 88 degrees in 
34 hours. The mercury plummeted 
from 63F to 25F below zero. 

At Fairfield, MT., the temperature 
plunged 84 degrees in just 12 hours, 
from 63F at Noon to 21F below zero 
at midnight.

DECEMBER 8 DECEMBER 9 DECEMBER 10 DECEMBER 11 DECEMBER 12 DECEMBER 13 DECEMBER 14



explain THAT in terms of bloodi-
ness.”

They needed more months 
for the calendar

Q. From a Richmond, Va., reader: 
“Why is it that September, October, 
November and December are the 
9th, 10th, 11th and 12th months of 
the year when their etymological 
roots suggest they should be the 
7th, 8th, 9th and 10th?

A. In fact they were 7th, 8th, 9th 
and 10th for the ancient Romans, 
whose 10-month calendar began 
with Martius, then Aprilis, Maius, 
Junius, Quintilis, Sextilis, Septem-
ber, October, November, December, 
says ScienceWorld at wolfram.com. 
The last six obviously contain the 
Latin roots for the numerals.

But the 10 months accounted for 
only 304 days, with an unnamed 
period afterward in winter. Later, 
January and February were intro-
duced at the top, rounding out what 
eventually became the 12-month 
Gregorian calendar but throwing off 
monthly nomenclature.

Actually, many different calendars 
have been used, some 40 of them 
still employed around the world, 
particularly for determining religious 
events, says Webexhibits.org. Ours 
is based on the apparent motion of 
the sun around the Earth, while the 
Islamic calendar looks to the motion 
of the Moon activities.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

How hockey players power 
their pucks

Q. What’s the traveling speed of 
a hockey puck? 

A. Well over 100 miles per hour 
(160 kilometers) for the slapshot, 
the fastest object in any major team 
sport,says San Francisco’s Explor-
atorium.com. Player Doug Bodger 
once said that the power comes 
mostly from technique, beginning 
with precision weight transfer from 
the back legs right through to the 
stick. Surprisingly, on a good slap-
shot (not wristshot) the stick hits the 
ice a foot or more before contacting 
the puck, bending back like a bow, 
then snapping forward. Puck spin 
from wrist twist adds gyroscopic 
stability and accuracy.

The Exploratorium shop team 
tested stick flex strength with a vise, 
spring scale and block-and-tackle. 
“It took nearly a ton of force to break 
this particular fiberglass hockey 
stick!” Still, many sticks get broken 
in games,indicating the power 
involved.

While the wrist shot reaches 
“only” 80-90 mph (140 km), quick-
ness and accuracy compensate. 
Then there’s that stunning goal-
ie-buster, where player 1 feeds the 
puck to player 2, who winds up 
before the puck arrives. Result: a 
sudden release, PLUS speed close 
to the regular slapshot.

After you read this, you’ll 
order the salad

Q. Your taste for very rare steaks 
precipitates a ribbing from your 
tablemates: “You vampire, you!” To 
which you might rejoin...? 

A. Sparing the gross details, 
there’s almost no blood left in the 
animal after being professionally 
zonked and drained - except what’s 
trapped in the heart and lungs, 
and they’re unlikely to make it to 
the menu, says Robert L. Wolke 
in “What Einstein Didn’t Know: 
Scientific Answers to Everyday 
Questions.” 

The steak on your plate is muscle 
tissue, not circulatory-system stuffs. 
Blood is red from hemoglobin, an 
oxygen-carrying protein, muscle 
from myoglobin, which stores up 
energy for sudden action bursts. 

Different meats have varying 
amounts of myoglobin, more for 
beef, less for pork (those lazy pigs!), 
then chicken and fish. “So there are 
red meats, and there are relatively 
white meats. Ask your friends to 

Eight

No other edible fish is as prev-
alent as the sardine, and sardines 
are one of the most-eaten foods in 
the world. 

The small, oily fish belongs to the 
Clupeidae family. The name sardine 
dates back to the 15th century, 
likely coming from the island of Sar-
dinia in the Mediterranean Sea, an 
area around which sardines were 
once prevalent.

A small serving of sardines once 
a day can provide up to 13% of the 
RDA (recommended daily allow-
ance) value of vitamin B2, roughly 
one-quarter of the RDA of niacin, 
and about 150% of the RDA of 
vitamin B12.

Sardines have been 
around a long time

1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup

Chicken Tamales: By advance order

Pork or Chicken
Tamales

Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

MAKE UP YOUR MIND, 
MAN: After arresting a 54-year-old 
man in Collin County, Texas, for 
impersonating a judge, the cops 
searched his home and found fraud-
ulent FBI credentials.     

GRANNY, I’LL COME 
HOME WHEN I’M GOOD AND 
READY!: A grandmother called 
the cops in Portsmouth, Ohio, at 
11:30 p.m., and a said she received 
a picture of her grandson on the 
Grant Bridge threatening to jump 
off. Police caught up with the kid 
about five minutes later, and he said 
he was never anywhere near the 
bridge and he’d simply turned off 
the location service on his phone so 
that granny couldn’t track him. 

I DID IT, AND I’M PROUD 
OF IT!: After learning that her 
boyfriend was having an affair with 
a married lady, a woman in North 
London trashed his red Citroen C2 
car, spray-painting obscenities all 
over it, and, just so there wouldn’t 
be any question about who did it, 
the woman signed off her handiwork 
with: “My girlfriend did this.” 

I KNOW HOW THIS MUST 
LOOK, OFFICER: Sheriff’s 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to john.bulletin@gmail.
com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

deputies in Humboldt County, Fla., 
came upon a man passed out in 
his car with the motor running. He 
had a loaded gun on his lap, and 
a search of his vehicle turned up 
methamphetamine, heroin and three 
counterfeit $100 bills. 

SO ARREST HIM, NOT ME!: 
A man, who was pulled over for 
drunken driving in Gillette, Wyo., 
claimed that his 4-year-old son, who 
was sitting on his lap, was the one 
doing the driving, 

 A THIRST SO GREAT THAT 
IT CASTS A SHADOW: In a des-
perate, after-hours bid to get more 
booze, an extremely intoxicated 
man ripped the glass front door off 
of a supermarket in North Ayrshire, 
Scotland, and staggered through 
the building, knocking over displays 
as he made his way to the liquor 
aisle where police found him and 
took him away. 

OH, THAT MAKES SENSE, 
OFFICER: A frantic young woman 
called the cops when she had 
returned home from “a function” at 
1:20 in the morning and spotted a 
suspicious pair of footprints near the 
doorway of her home in Dunedin, 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

New Zealand. Officers sped to the 
scene and determined that the foot-
prints were her own. 

MAINTAINING A LOW PRO-
FILE: During a drug deal gone 
bad, a man, wearing a clown mask 
and wielding a machete, dragged 
another man out of a building in 
Guelph, Ontario, at 2:30 in the 
morning, but he fled on a bicycle 
with the machete sticking out of his 
backpack when his victim broke free 
and escaped. A witness said the 
clown eventually realized he was 
being a tad conspicuous and tossed 
the machete. 

OH, PERHAPS I MISUNDER-
STOOD: An intoxicated 21-year-old 
woman emerged from a bathroom 
of a convenience store in Umatilla, 
Fla., “with no pants or underwear 
on,” and, when a sheriff’s deputy 
confronted her, she “stated that 
another deputy told her it was fine to 
do that.” This was not the case. 

EMPTY YOUR POCKETS … 
VERY SLOWLY!: Police pulled 
over a man in Lincoln, Neb., for 
driving erratically, and a subsequent 
search revealed that he had a 
homemade explosive device in his 
pocket. 
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TV (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Assistant Manager Needed: 
Experience Preferred. Apply 

In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

Use Seal N heal® to seal 
wounds on dogs & cats, with a 
bitter taste to prevent gnaw-
ing, allow healing. At Tractor 
Supply® (www.fleabeacon)

older TV set that was decent, except 
for the vertical hold, which was on 
its way out and made the picture roll 
up on the screen.

Since I had seen what the adults 
used to do in the old country to stop 
this roll, I went into the neighbor’s 
kitchen, took a knife from the drawer 
and headed back to the living room. 
The vertical roll button could only be 
accessed with a screwdriver. She 
didn’t have one, so a knife would 
have to do.

When she returned to the room, 
she saw a 12-year-old boy sticking 
a knife into the back of her TV set, 
and she freaked out. That’s the last 
time she let me come over. I never 
got to explain to her what I was 
trying to do.

We moved shortly after that. I bet 
she was relieved.

I soon learned how to change out 
the tubes in the TV sets and which 
tubes to take to the TV repair shop 
for testing. That did the trick most of 
the time.

Comments on the Facebook 

photo reflected on taking TV tubes 
to the 7-11 convenience stores that 
had testers and a selection of tubes 
to sell. I learned I wasn’t the only 
one who was trying to cut costs to 
extend the life of a very expensive 
TV.

Before my mother signed away 
a chunk of her paycheck to buy our 
first color TV on credit, we had a 
very small b/w portable transistor 
TV. Smart move, since transistors 
didn’t burn out like tubes. The set 
broke, anyway, and I had no clue 
how to replace transistors. 

Then came the sad day when 
changing out tubes wasn’t enough 
anymore, and the repairman 
informed us that it would take more 
to get the old TV fixed than it was 
worth. The console became just 
a piece of furniture, because we 
couldn’t bear to throw it out.

The photo brought back some 
good memories of my early tele-
vision experiences, both in the 
eastern and western world.

And, if by any chance you read 
this column, dear former neighbor, 
I’m still alive. I wasn’t “fried” by the 
TV set. I knew what I was doing. I 
was trying to explain, but you were 
panicking. Twelve-year-old boys 
sticking knives in the back of TV 
sets were so misunderstood back in 
those days.

CAMPER SPACE FOR RENT 
in Churchill, with cement slab. All 
bills paid. New 8’x20’ porch. (979) 
824-0225.

$99



Page 6  THE BULLETIN   December 7, 2021      (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

ATTENTION  READERS 
WE NEED YOUR HELP

When one of our advertisers asks 
where you have seen their product, 
please let them know that you saw 
it in The Bulletin. This feedback is 
very important to them and us.

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

BROTHER (From Page 1)

And we had wonderful childhoods.
We spent hours playing Whiffle 

Ball along the side of the house. I 
pretended I was Sandy Koufax, and 
he pretended to be famous hitters.  
We played so often we wore brown 
spots into the lawn.

Don’t ever tell him this, but I occa-
sionally let him win … just so he 
wouldn’t get discouraged and quit. 

We seldom argued and never 
fought … except on Friday nights. 

Dad would watch the Gillette 
Friday Night Fights and get out 
kid boxing gloves for us. Being 
older and bigger meant I was on 
the throwing end of most of the 

punches. Duane was on the receiv-
ing end.

One night I went too far, and Dad 
asked Duane for his gloves. Dad 
was called “Big Ern” for a reason. 
From his knees, he tapped me a 
few times just to let me know how it 
felt. Not hard. Just enough so that 
I never again punched Duane too 
hard.

I went off to college in Missouri 
with every intention of returning 
to California at some point. Life, 
however, intervened, and I spent 
my career as a news executive in 
Houston. 

Except for a stint as a Johnson & 
Johnson executive in New Jersey, 
Duane stayed in California.

It’s not as if we didn’t see each 
other. We got together on my visits 
to mom and dad and at family wed-
dings and funerals. 

But now I think of all the phone 
calls I didn’t make. The letters I 
didn’t write. The emails I didn’t send. 
And the birthday cards and Christ-
mas cards I forgot. 

Rather than finding tourist things 
to keep him busy while he was here, 
we mostly just visited. We spent 
time with my daughter and grand-
kids, but mostly it was just the two 
of us reminiscing. 

He doubted me when I reminded 
him how accident prone he was as 
a kid. 

There was the time his pajamas 
caught fire and dad threw him to the 
ground to smother it. 

The time he fell from a swing and 
landed on his head trying to avoid a 
little girl trying to kiss him.

Or the time someone’s finger 
poked him in the eye playing touch 
football, and he ended up in the 
hospital with patches on both eyes 
for four days. 

“I guess you are right,” he 
laughed.

We looked at family pictures and 
at my scrapbook of write-ups on my 
baseball and basketball exploits. He 
got a laugh at a sportswriter who 
wrote that as a high school pitcher 
I had “more junk than the sanitation 
department.”

It was fun and a good reminder 
of what a good guy he is. But where 
had the years gone?

It was an emotional goodbye for 
me when I dropped him off at the 
airport. 

I hope we can do it again.
My wish for all of you this holiday 

season is to take time to be with the 
ones you cherish.

You never know how much time 
is left.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

buckboard was reduced to kindling 
wood. 

Dad and his four brothers decided 
their farm had suffered enough 
of the mule’s raids and decided 
to teach it a lesson. Can you see 
where this is going? One big smart 
mule vs. five farm boys with some-
times questionable intelligence. 

After Grandpa Ruffo and 
Grandma Ruby retired for the night, 
the boys headed for the barn. They 
grabbed Ruffo’s two-week-old 
traces and went hunting.

 By 11 p.m. or so, they caught 
and harnessed their quarry and 
led him back to the barn. They 
backed him into a narrow stall used 
to doctor animals and latched the 
gate. Clyde climbed up the side of 
the stall and braced himself over the 
mule’s head - straddling the sides of 
the stall. Dad handed him a bottle of 
carbon-tetrachloride. 

Like many other chemicals, easily 
acquired at the general or feed 
stores 100 years ago, carbon-tet 
wouldn’t be available today. It 
evaporates so quickly that it can 
literally freeze skin. It was used for 
a time as a branding agent because 
the hair that regrew where it was 
applied turned white and stood out 
as a brand. Carbon-tet burned like 
hell-fire as it evaporated. I don’t 
know how the boys planned to 
use the carbon-tet, but what they 
planned was not listed on the label. 

Clyde unscrewed the lid and tilted 
the bottle. As the second drop hit 
the mule between the ears, all heck 
broke loose. 

The mule hunched his back and 
kicked five boards out of the side 
of the barn. Clyde lost his balance. 
Grabbing for a post to keep from 
landing on the mule’s back, he 
turned the bottle upside down. The 
mule went through the stall gate like 
it wasn’t even there, hit the barn 

door at full speed and disappeared 
into the night. 

Now the boys had one small 
problem - they had forgotten to 
remove Ruffo’s two-week-old 
traces, and plowing was scheduled 
to start at daybreak. 

Around 4 a.m., they caught the 
mule. He had tangled the traces 
around a tree, about five miles from 
the barn. The boys removed the 
traces and released the mule. By 
5:30 a.m., they were back at the 
barn and put the traces in the tack 
room. Grandma Ruby was already 
calling everyone to breakfast. 

When the boys got to the break-
fast table, they stood behind their 
chairs. 

“Sit. Nobody stands at my table,” 
said Grandpa Ruffo. 

“We can’t sit down. If we do, we 
will all fall asleep,” my Dad replied.

“Explain,” ordered Ruffo. 
The boys told their story, each 

adding his own highlights. 

“I’m going out to the barn to 
check on my new traces,” Ruffo 
said. “They better be in prime 
condition.” 

About 15 minutes later, Ruffo 
came back to the breakfast table. 

“Why are your cheeks wet and 
your eyes red?” asked Ruby. 

“Some snuff blew into my eyes,” 
he replied. 

The boys knew better. Out in the 
barn, Ruffo had imagined the mule 
chase and had laughed until he 

cried. 
The mule continued to plague 

farms for years afterwards. He was 
easy to spot. He was jet black with a 
5-inch-wide white stripe that started 
between his ears, went down the 
middle of his back, and ended at 
the tip of his tail. But the skunk mule 
never revisited Ruffo’s farm.

(Write Roy in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

Port Freeport completes harbor-deepening project phase
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock 

Corporation has completed the first 
segment of the Freeport Harbor 
Channel Improvement Project.  Port 
Freeport and the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers broke ground on the 
segment in April 2021. 

“The completion of Reach 3 is a 
great accomplishment for Port Free-
port and for the Freeport Harbor 
Channel Improvement Project.  A 
deeper channel will enable Port 
Freeport to serve a wider range 
of global vessels and support the 
region’s growing economy, Port 
Freeport Commission Chairman 
John Hoss said.  “This project will 
increase commerce, increase job 
growth, and increase economic 
stability for the families in Brazoria 
County.”

The first dredging contract deep-
ened the segment of the Freeport 
Harbor Channel adjacent to the 
Port’s Velasco Container Terminal, 
referred to as Reach 3, to 51 feet 
mean Lower Low Water making way 
for larger, deeper-draft vessels to 
call Port Freeport.  A contract for the 

second phase (Reach 2 Widening) 
of the Freeport Harbor Channel 
Improvement Project Construction 
was signed by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers on Oct. 27. 

“The Port Freeport Project is 
another example of a successful 
partnership between the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Galveston 
District and a Texas port. A deeper, 
wider Freeport Harbor Channel 
will allow for safer navigation for 
modern ships and will accommodate 
the larger, global vessels in service 
today,” USACE Galveston District 
Commander Col. Timothy R. Vail 
said.  “The Galveston District’s goal 
throughout Reach 3 was to provide 
a viable engineering solution as 
quickly as possible, while address-
ing environmental, social and eco-
nomic impacts of the project. As we 
now start Reach 2 – the widening 
of the channel – we will continue to 
work with Port Freeport to ensure 
we remain good project stewards in 
our joint plan.”

Orion Marine Group will com-
mence dredging on the Reach 2 

Widening after the first of the year.  
Under this contract, the narrowest 
section of the Freeport Harbor 
Channel will be widened to 400 
feet improving navigation safety for 
vessels.

“Port Freeport is excited for the 
completion of the first segment 
of the Freeport Harbor Channel 
Improvement Project, which opens 
up access for larger vessels to call 
the Port’s container terminal that is 
undergoing substantial expansion,”  
Port Freeport Executive Director/
CEO Phyllis Saathoff said. “With the 
Channel Project gaining momentum 
and the new berth facilities nearing 
completion, Port Freeport is well 
positioned for continued growth.” 

The estimated total cost of the 
project is $295 million, of which the 
federal government share is $165 
million, and Port Freeport as the 
local sponsor is responsible for the 
remaining $130 million to be funded 
by the 2018 voter-approved bond 
package.  Engineering and Design 
of the remaining segments is near 
completion.
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Jerry Zezima
Tribune News Service (TNS)

I am not a man to rest on my 
laurels, mainly because I don’t have 
any. But I am a guy who can’t help 
but rest on a burgeoning collection 
of popular items that are taking over 
not only the American home, but 
possibly the planet itself:

Pillows.
You can’t go into any room in 

my house — except the bathroom, 
which could use something com-
fortable to sit on — without plopping 
on a packed pile of perfectly puffy 
pillows.

Thanks to my wife, Sue, 
the domestic diva here at the 
Zezimanse, there are, at last count, 
33 pillows scattered about the 
premises.

A recent inventory revealed these 
startling numbers:

Seven on the bed in the master 
bedroom.

Six on the bed in another bed-
room.

Two on the bed in a third bed-
room.

Eight on the couch in the living 
room.

Two on a chair in the living room.
Six on the couch in the family 

room.
One on a chair in the family room.
One on another chair in the family 

room.
Grand total: 33 pillows.
There isn’t a flat surface in the 

entire place — with the exception 
of my head — that isn’t littered with 
pillows.

“Pillows make a house a home,” 
Sue explained.

“If we had any more pillows,” I 
said, “we’d need a second house to 
accommodate them all.”

But it turns out that Sue and I 
don’t have to apply for another 

mortgage because our good friends 
Hank and Angela Richert have even 
more pillows than we do.

“We’re up to 55,” Angela told me 
over the phone.

“Hold on,” Hank added. “I have to 
get a pillow off my head.”

In what could become the Pillow 
Podcast, or an HGTV show called 
“Pillow Pals,” we gave each other 
a FaceTime tour of our respective 
houses.

The first stop in Hank and Ange-
la’s beautiful home, which Sue and 
I haven’t seen in person, was the 
master bedroom.

“We have eight pillows on the 
bed,” Angela said.

“They breed like rabbits,” Hank 
noted.

“Well,” I pointed out, “they do 
spend a lot of time in bed.”

“I’m still trying to train Hank to 
put them on the bed the right way,” 
Angela said. “I made them to match 
the valances. The pillows have to be 
going the same way as the pattern 
on the valance. Hank puts them on 
the bed the wrong way.”

“It’s a pain when you go to bed at 
night because you have to take all 
the pillows off the bed,” Hank said. 
“The question is: Where do you put 
them?”

“Baskets,” Angela answered.
“We husbands will end up being 

basket cases,” I said.
“We already are,” said Hank.
“It’s not just having pillows,” 

Angela said. “It’s how you dress 
your pillows. I have pillows dressed 
by season: spring, summer, fall 
and winter. There also are holiday 
pillows for Thanksgiving and Christ-
mas. And pillows with messages 
like, ‘Nothing is more wonderful than 
family.’ It’s my mission to educate 
guys on pillow etiquette.”

“I hope there’s not a test,” Hank 

said. “I’d flunk for sure.”
“Hank refuses to fall in line,” 

Angela said. “It’s his way of protest-
ing the pillows.”

I must say that all the pillows in 
Hank and Angela’s house are lovely, 
including those in the guest room.

“When you and Sue come to 
visit, that’s where you’ll stay,” said 
Angela. “You can relax on the 
pillows.”

“You can have some of ours, too,” 
Hank said.

One day, pillows will conquer the world “This is what happens when 
you’re retired,” said Angela. “You get 
to argue about pillows.”

There was no arguing that the 
Richerts have the Zezimas beat for 
pure pillow proficiency.

“This is our bed,” I said while 
showing it on my phone camera. 
“We have only seven pillows.”

“You’re falling down on the job,” 
Hank said.

“At least I’ll land on a pillow,” I 
responded.

The rest of the tour wasn’t nearly 
as impressive as what I saw at 
Hank and Angela’s house, which is 
a veritable pillow palace.

“You guys are the champs,” I 
acknowledged.

“Thanks,” said Hank. “But all this 
pillow talk is putting me to sleep.”

Jerry Zezima writes a humor 
column for Tribune News Service 
and is the author of five books. 
Email: JerryZ111@optonline.net. 
Blog: jerryzezima.blogspot.com.
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Senior Focus
Dear Rusty: I lost my wife 7 

years ago. I was told that I could 
possibly collect 30 to 35% of her 
benefit as a widower benefit when 
I turned 60. I will be 61 soon. 
Would it make sense to pursue this 
if it is true? I am still working full 
time. Would this affect my ability 
to collect Social Security on my 
own account once I retire? Signed: 
Working Survivor

Dear Working: Survivor 
benefits for a widower can be paid 
as early as age 60 if you have not 
remarried prior to that. But collect-
ing a survivor benefit before you 
have reached your full retirement 
age (your “FRA”, which is age 67) 
creates some other 
considerations you 
should be aware of: 

• Your survivor benefit will be 
based upon the SS benefit your 
wife was entitled to at her death. 
Taken at your FRA you’d get 100% 
of the SS amount your wife was 
entitled to at her death, but if taken 
any earlier than your FRA the survi-
vor benefit will be reduced. 

• Taken before your FRA, your 
survivor benefit will be actuarially 
reduced according to the number 
of months prior to your FRA it is 
claimed. The reduction amount is 
4.75% less per full year earlier than 
your FRA, and that is a permanent 
reduction. If you take your survivor 
benefit at age 61, you’ll get 71.5% 
of the SS benefit your wife had 
earned up to her death.

• Since you’re not yet receiving 
your own SS retirement benefit, 
you can take your survivor benefit 
first and allow your personal SS 
retirement benefit to grow. 

Assuming your personal SS 
retirement benefit will be more 
than your survivor benefit, you can 
switch from your survivor benefit to 
your SS retirement benefit at any 
time after you are age-eligible to do 
so (age 62). 

You can also, if you wish, choose 
to continue your survivor benefit up 
until your personal SS retirement 
benefit reaches maximum at age 
70. 

At age 70 your own benefit will 
be 24% more than your FRA benefit 

amount. 
• If you claim the survivor benefit 

before your FRA and you are still 
working, you’ll be subject to Social 
Security’s “earnings test” which 
limits how much you can earn 
before SS takes away some of your 
benefit. 

The earnings limit for 2021 is 
$18,960 (the 2022 limit is $19,560) 
and if your earnings from work 
exceed that amount, SS will take 
back benefits equal to $1 for every 
$2 you are over the limit. 

So, although you can claim a 
survivor benefit from your deceased 
wife now (and allow your own 
SS benefit to grow), practically 

speaking you 
may not be able 
to get a survivor 

benefit if you are working full time 
and earning considerably more than 
the annual earnings limit. In other 
words, the penalty for exceeding 
the earnings limit may entirely offset 
the survivor benefit you are entitled 
to. 

If you’re over the earnings limit 
by only a small amount, you’ll only 
lose benefits for the number of 
months needed to repay what you 
owe. And for clarity, in the year 
you attain FRA the earnings limit 
goes up by about 2.5 times and the 
penalty is less ($1 for every $3 you 
are over the limit), and once you 
reach your full retirement age there 
is no longer a limit to how much you 
can earn. 

To avoid the earnings test, you 
could also choose to wait until your 
FRA to maximize your survivor 
benefit and then wait until age 70 to 
claim your maximum SS retirement 
benefit. 

Regardless of when you claim 
your survivor benefit, your own SS 
retirement benefit won’t be affected. 
Your SS retirement benefit, which 
will replace your smaller survivor 
benefit, will be based solely on your 
lifetime earnings history and the 
age at which you claim it. 

To submit a question, visit our 
website (amacfoundation.org/pro-
grams/social-security-advisory) or 
email us at ssadvisor@amacfoun-
dation.org.

Ask Rusty

Should I take my widower benefit now?

Senior fun around Brazoria County in December
Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Area senior citizens can look 
forward to a sleigh full of holiday 
festivities in December.

Angleton’s seniors will enjoy 
the Silver Hearts Christmas Party 
on Wednesday, Dec. 15, from 11 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

There will be a holiday meal 
catered by Dixie Meat, and there 
will be door prizes and a photo 
opportunity for a Christmas picture. 
Registration is required, and space 
is limited. Please contact the rec-
reation center at (979) 849-4364, 
extension 5, or register in person, 
or online. 

On Friday, Dec. 17, seniors will 
visit the Runway Cafe as part of the 
Lunch Bunch program from 11 a.m. 
to 12:30 p.m. Participants can drive 
to the cafe on their own, located 
at 71915 Airport Road, Angleton, 
or sign up to ride the shuttle, but 
space is limited. Registration is 
required. The cafe is located at the 
Texas Gulf Coast Regional Airport, 
and diners may be able to see 
planes landing or taking off.

There’s also a cookie decorating 
class on Monday, Dec. 20, just 
in time for Christmas! The Angry 
Baker will instruct participants how 
to decorate cookies like a pro, and 
everyone will have up to four cook-

ies each they have decorated to 
take home. Register for this class 
that costs $20 per person.

Starting Dec. 9, seniors can sign 
up for the first quarter programs 
of 2022. One of the first events is 
a day-long round trip to and from 
Brenham on Friday, Jan. 14, to tour 
the Blue Bell Creamery as well as 
having a meal at Must Be Heaven 
Cafe. Cost is $10 for transportation 
plus the cost of the meal. Space 
will be limited.

Lake Jackson seniors can look 
forward to the annual Blue Santa 
Dance on Wednesday, Dec. 15. 
Lowell & Debi will entertain, and 
there will be free finger foods. 
Coffee, soda and water will be 
provided at the B.Y.O. B. event, 
which is from 6:30 to 9 p.m. Those 
attending are asked to bring an 
unwrapped gift for a child for the 
Blue Santa program.  

For more information, please call 
(979) 415-2600.

Alvin-area seniors can have 
a meal at Diana’s in town and 
then head to the Alvin Community 
College Theatre to see “A Tuna 
Christmas” on Thursday, Dec. 9. 
The shuttle will leave Alvin Senior 
Center at 4:45 p.m. The meal is 
self-pay, and the show tickets must 
be purchased in advance for $7 
each. “A Tuna Christmas” is a hilar-
ious comedy based on life in the 
third-smallest town in Texas.

On Wednesday, Dec. 15, there 
will be lunch starting at 11:30 a.m. 
that includes holiday musical enter-
tainment at noon, and it’s a free 
event. Seniors should sign up by 
Dec. 10 at the center. For informa-
tion, call (281) 388-4298.

The Bulletin wishes a Merry 
Christmas/Happy Holidays to all our 
senior readers! We’ll look forward 
to bringing you information about 
fun activities and events in the new 
year in Senior Focus starting in 
January.

Sweeny Hospital District’s “The 
Fountains”, is a 27-unit assisted-living 
complex offering one-bedroom and 
studio apartments for people age 55 and 
older who want the security of knowing 
help is always available if needed. For more information please call 979-548-1524

1101 E. Second Street, Sweeny, TX. 77480                   www.sweenyhospital.org

Have a safe and

Have a safe and

 

 

happy holiday!

happy holiday!
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Tips for caring for a loved one with Alzheimer’s
John Grimaldi
ASSOCIATION OF MATURE AMERICAN CITIZENS

More than six million Americans 
have been diagnosed as having 
Alzheimer’s Disease and that 
number is growing at too fast a rate; 
the projection is that the numbers of 
Alzheimer’s patients will more than 
double by 2050. 

According to the Alzheimer’s 
Association, 11.2 million Ameri-
cans are volunteer caregivers for 
loved ones with the disease. In 
fact, family members and friends 
account for 83% of all Alzheimer’s 
caregivers. The pros are trained 
to know what to do, but “civilian” 
helpmates may need help.

“Three of the main reasons 
[novice] caregivers provide assis-
tance to a person with Alzheimer’s 
or another dementia are: (1) the 
desire to keep a family member or 

friend at home (65%), (2) proximity 
to the person with dementia (48%) 
and (3) the caregiver’s perceived 
obligation to the person with 
dementia (38%). Caregivers often 
indicate love and a sense of duty 
and obligation when describing 
what motivates them to assume 
care responsibilities for a relative 
or friend living with dementia,” says 
the Association.

It’s a daunting task that requires 
commitment and perseverance and 
that’s where “love and a sense of 
duty and obligation” enter into the 
equation. Day to day assistance 
with hygiene, dressing and inconti-
nence as well as routine activities 
of daily living are difficult enough 
for these amateur caregivers. But, 
perhaps, as challenging as these 
routines may be, it can be frustrat-
ing at best for novice helpmates to 

engage in conversation no matter 
how simple the chat may seem. 
Bear in mind that verbal give-and-
take is a critical element of taking 
care of someone with Alzheimer’s.

The disease impairs both the 
patient’s ability to verbalize their 
thoughts and his or her ability to 
understand what you are saying. In 
addition, in many cases, especially 
as the disease progresses, they 
can’t remember words or things 
that have happened in their lives 
nor, perhaps, recall who you are. 
Their capacity to communicate 
fails them and, as a result, it might 
hinder their ability to “maintain their 
dignity and self-esteem.” Many 
amateur caregivers who have been 
at it for a long time understand the 
importance of conversation. But, 
if you are new to it, here are a few 
recommendations, courtesy of the 
Alzheimer’s Association:

• Engaging the person in one-on-
one conversation in a quiet space 
that has minimal distractions.

• Speaking slowly and clearly.
• Maintaining eye contact to show 

you care about what he or she is 
saying

• Giving the person plenty of time 
to respond so he or she can think 
about what to say.

• Being patient and offering reas-
surance to encourage the person to 
explain his or her thoughts.

• Asking one question at a time.
• Asking yes or no questions. For 

example, “Would you like some 
coffee?” rather than “What would 
you like to drink?”

• Avoiding criticizing or correcting.  
Instead, listening and trying to find 
the meaning in what the person 
says and repeating what was said 
to clarify.

• Avoiding arguing.  If the person 
says something you don’t agree 
with, let it be. 

• Offering clear, step-by-step 
instructions for tasks as lengthy 
requests may be overwhelming.

• Giving visual cues by demon-
strating a task to encourage partic-
ipation.

Heart disease can raise your 
risk of getting AD. Other conditions 
that cause heart disease are also 
linked to a higher risk of getting AD, 
including: high blood pressure, high 
cholesterol, diabetes, poor diet, and 
a non-active lifestyle. 

MEMORY CARE

Senior Focus

Eight
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TREES (From Page 1)

trees that are accidentally acces-
sorized with live woodland animals 
like hawks, owls, snakes and 
raccoons. A family in Australia even 
found a live koala in their Christmas 
tree – not the stuffed version with 
the Velcro paws. Although it might 
actually be kind of neat to find one 
of these critters in a Christmas tree, 
I’m pretty sure that my three teen 
daughters would insist on trying to 
keep the stow-away wildlife as pets, 
and I would (as usual) somehow 
be placed in charge of dropping 
removal.

Seriously, though, I was raised on 
artificial Christmas trees. My earliest 
memories from childhood in the 
1970s are of a solid white tree in the 
family living room. It was decorated 
with bright red balls, matching 
tinsel, and ornaments shaped like 
candy that I couldn’t resist sampling 
repeatedly, hoping that the next bite 
might taste like something other 
than asbestos.

We also occasionally trimmed 
a tree with ornaments that my big 
brother and I had made – when 
he didn’t have me in a headlock. 
Several of these decorations were 
the kind that displayed our elemen-
tary school portraits, most of mine 
featuring a hairstyle from my embar-
rassing chili-bowl period.

My grandmother had one of those 
state-of-the-art silver aluminum 
trees decked out with metallic blue 
decorations. It looked like it either 
belonged in Studio 54 or with Mr. 
Spock on the main bridge of the 
Starship Enterprise, which, for 
fledgling geeks like my brother and 
me, made Christmas at her house 
even more “fascinating.”  (See what 
I did there?)

So, this holiday season we’ll carry 
on our tradition with a brand new 
discounted artificial Christmas tree 
that I’ll dread taking down sometime 
in late February. 

I do feel a little sad that I won’t be 
making my yearly death-defying trip 
up the attic ladder to retrieve our old 
pencil trees in their boxes – if you 
could even call them boxes.  

They’re really just geological 
formations of petrified duct tape 
holding together what once could 
have been described as cardboard. 
I think I might just leave them up 
there permanently for my three 
daughters to discover someday 

when I’m gone – and give them one 
last reason to be annoyed with me.

Despite the possible Christmas 
tree shortage, my hope is that you 
and your family are able to enjoy 
this wonderful holiday season 
when we share gifts with our loved 
ones to celebrate the Lord’s most 
miraculous gift to us all. And if you 

do manage to bring home a live tree 
this year, may you enjoy its natural 
beauty, revel in its fresh scent, and 
check under it periodically for koala 
droppings.

Copyright 2021 Jase Graves. 
Graves is an award-winning humor 
columnist from East Texas. Contact 
Graves at susanjase@sbcglobal.

Brazosport College to cover tuition 
costs for local 2022 high school grads

Brazosport College has announced BC Advantage 22, an opportunity for 
the high school graduating class of 2022 to enjoy free tuition.

This initiative is available to 2022 graduates from the Brazosport College 
service area, which includes public and private schools, homeschools and 
those students who pass their High School Equivalency (HSE) test (formerly 
the GED exam) in 2022.

Brazosport College will cover the cost of tuition and fees for one year for 
2022 graduates that enroll full-time in degree or certificate programs at BC 
for the 2022-2023 academic year.

Eligible students are 2022 graduates of a service-area school who reside 
in the Brazosport College service area. This includes Angleton, Brazosport, 
Brazoswood, Columbia and Sweeny high schools, as well as local private 
and home schools.

Students must be enrolled full time (12 or more hours) at Brazosport Col-
lege. Eligible students also must complete the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) at www.fafsa.gov.

Funds will be applied to each student’s account in the following order: 
state mandated/optional waivers, veteran affairs, financial aid, scholarships, 
and finally, BC Advantage 22 program funds.

Brazosport College is currently registering for the Spring 2021 semester. 
Open registration for 2022 Fall and Summer classes begins April 6, 2022. 
The first step to enrolling at Brazosport College is completing the Apply 
Texas application at www.applytexas.org and filling out a FAFSA.

For more information, visit brazosport.edu/bcadvantage or contact the 
Counseling and Testing Department at ecounselor@brazosport.edu or (979) 
230-3040.
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MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu 
subject to change. Meals-on-wheels 
available - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/
low sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m. Take-out orders also available, 
call by 10:30 a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. 
Transportation to the center available - 
call by 8:30 a.m.

Wednesday, Dec. 8: Chicken & 
dumplings, corn, fried okra, beets, pears 
& cottage cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Thursday, Dec. 9: Oven-fried 

chicken, macaroni & cheese, carrots, 
broccoli, slaw, garlic toast, dessert.

Friday, Dec. 10: Beef stew, rice, 
turnip greens, cheese cauliflower, pea 
salad, biscuits, dessert.

Monday, Dec. 13: Spaghetti with 
meat sauce, peas, corn, pears & cottage 
cheese, garlic sticks, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 14: CHRISTMAS 
BANQUET - Ham, dressing/gravy, sweet 
potatoes, green beans, fruit salad, rolls, 
pecan pie.

DID YOU KNOW ?
• One dog year isn’t equal to seven human years. Dogs mature quickly 

at first, but then gradually slow down: 1-year-old dog = 15-year-old human; 
2-year-old dog = 24-year-old person; (Each year after is about 4-6 human 
years).

• In Australian cities, escaped parrots have been known to teach wild 
flocks to curse.

• The last time all living humans were on Earth together was Nov. 2, 2000. 
The International Space Station has been continuously occupied ever since.

• Before the ratification of the 12th Amendment, the Vice President of the 
United States was the Presidential candidate who had received the second 
most votes, rather than a running mate.

• Earth’s oceans contain about $771 trillion worth of gold.

DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU
CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY
12-15 LBS.                                     (LARGE: $59.99)

FAMILY PACK 
3 PINT SIDE ORDERS, 1 LB. BRISKET, 
1 LB. SAUSAGE, 1 WHOLE CHICKEN

PARTY PACK 
1.5 LBs. BRISKET, 1LB. SAUSAGE, 2 LBS. RIBS
2 WHOLE CHICKENS, 6 PINT SIDE ORDERS

Merry Christmas from our family to yours

Just in time for the Holidays

$4999

$5299

$11499



www.mybulletinnewspaper.com    (979) 849-5407   December 7, 2021     THE BULLETIN  Page 13

back on track.
LEO (July 23- Aug. 22): Don’t 

say yes unless you are sure. To 
stay in your integrity, you need to 
make promises sparingly and keep 
them unfailingly. Help friends and 
take advantage of opportunities 
but know your limits as the week 
goes by.

VIRGO (Aug. 23- Sept. 22): 
Home and family could be the 
center of your existence. While 
you may not be able to solve 
someone’s problem, you can offer 
comfort and a sympathetic ear. 
Don’t overthink decisions in the 
upcoming week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Your 
tribe loves the true you. You do not 
need to flirt or be the best dressed 
person to impress others. Show-
ing friendly interest and genuine 
concern will attract new people into 
your network this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Jump into action with enthusiasm 
and your first instinct will probably 
be the right one. Remain objective 
about finances in the upcoming 
week and make decisions analyt-
ically. Emotional decisions could 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Harness your passions and go into 
action. Use high energy to make 
headway with a new course of 
study or self-improvement plan in 
the week ahead. Your reputation 
can be enhanced by commitment to 
a course of action.

TAURUS (Apr. 20- May 20): 
Taking impulsive shortcuts could 
create headaches. A quick fix may 
only make things more difficult 
in the long run. Focus on being 
loving and affectionate as the week 
unfolds and some of your dreams 
can come true.

GEMINI (May 21- June 20): 
Stay ahead of the game. What 
works today may not work tomor-
row so be prepared to adapt to 
changing conditions. Your most 
valuable relationships may undergo 
a shift for the better in the week 
ahead.

CANCER (June 21- July 22): 
Give with a generous heart. It 
adds joy to smile, give a random 
compliment, or share experiences. 
Be prepared for a shift in your 
work routines as the week unfolds. 
Re-evaluate your objectives to get 

detract from your bottom line.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Take a rain check on a temp-
tation. You might feel you deserve 
something special and give in to 
costly indulgences. Keep your 
expenditures in check in the week 
ahead and focus on being loyal and 
supportive.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Classic designs are always 
in style. Honoring social conven-
tions might not be exciting but may 
prevent controversies. Family ties 
can be a source of joy, so spend 
as much time with loved ones as 
possible this week.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
You may not feel receptive now to 
the new and unusual, even if it’s 
something a loved one or family 
member is determined to try. 
Decide to be more accepting and 
open your mind to change. 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
When you are truly authentic, you 
find your joy and attract kindred 
souls. Your differences can actually 
be a point in your favor. You might 
enjoy hearing someone’s idea in 
the week to come.

Bulletin horoscope

December 7
1787 - Delaware became the first 

state to ratify the U.S. constitution 
becoming the first of the United 
States.

1925 - Swimmer Johnny Weiss-
muller set a world record in the 
150-yard freestyle with a time of 
1 minute, 25 and 2/5 seconds. He 
went on to play “Tarzan” in several 
movies.

1926 - The gas operated refriger-
ator was patented by The Elec-
trolux Servel Corporation.

December 8
1776 - George Washington’s 

retreating army in the American 
Revolution crossed the Delaware 
River from New Jersey to Pennsyl-
vania.

1941 - The United States entered 
World War II when it declared war 
against Japan. The act came one 
day after the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor. Britain and Canada 
also declared war on Japan.

1952 - On the show, “I Love 
Lucy,” a pregnancy was acknowl-

edged in a TV show for the first 
time.

December 9
1940 - The Longines Watch 

Company signed for the first FM 
radio advertising contract with 
experimental station W2XOR in 
New York City.

1955 - Sugar Ray Robinson 
knocked out Carl Olson and 
regained his world middleweight 
boxing title.

December 10
1939 - The National Football 

League’s attendance exeeded 1 
million in a season for the first time.

1953 - Hugh Hefner published 
the first “Playboy” magazine with an 
investment of $7,600.

1993 - The crew of the space 
shuttle Endeavor deployed the 
repaired Hubble Space Telescope 
into Earth’s orbit.

December 11
1930 - The Bank of the United 

States in New York failed.
1937 - The Fascist Council in 

Rome withdrew Italy from the 

League of Nations.
1967 - The prototype of the Con-

corde was shown for the first time 
in Toulouse, France.

December 12
1792 - In Vienna, 22-year-old 

Ludwig van Beethoven received 
one of his first lessons in music 
composition from Franz Joseph 
Haydn.

1800 - Washington, D.C., was 
established as the capital of the 
United States.

1901 - The first radio signal to 
cross the Atlantic was picked up 
near St. John’s Newfoundland by 
inventor Guglielmo Marconi.

December 13
1955 - Bulletin publisher John 

Toth was born.
1966 - The rights to the first four 

Super Bowls were sold to CBS and 
NBC for total of $9.5 million.

1981 - Communist authorities 
in Poland imposed martial law in 
an attempt to crackdown on the 
Solidarity labor movement. Martial 
law ended formally in 1983.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
Across
1 Make fun of
6 Consecrate
11 Like sashimi
14 Kind of acid in proteins
15 Paddled transport
16 Investment acronym
17 Later than late
19 Formal apparel
20 Ultimate goal

21 Welcome word in real estate
22 Prez on a fiver
23 Word with sky or spy
25 “Gypsy” star, 1959
27 Gleeful Bedrock shout
33 Happening, to Holmes
34 Campus leader
35 “Main” road
38 Discontinued iPods
39 [There’s another doc]

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 40 Tearful
41 Food on the trail
42 Ailing
43 __ strength
44 Busywork
47 Caterpillar casing
49 Bug
50 Word of good cheer?
51 Layered mineral
54 Flannel patterns
59 Salem-to-Boise dir.
60 Moonshine
62 [Not my mistake]
63 Adler of Sherlock Holmes fame
64 Stealthy warrior
65 Sound of disapproval
66 County bordering London
67 Toot one’s own horn

Down
1 Like blokes
2 “My turn to sing!”
3 Be concerned with
4 “Young Frankenstein” role
5 Hipsters
6 Pre-A.D.
7 Metallica drummer Ulrich
8 Root canal procedure, briefly
9 Classic 1967 Sam & Dave hit
10 Like some rye
11 EGOT-winning actress from 

“West Side Story”
12 Curaçao neighbor
13 Like candles
18 Prince who inspired Dracula
24 Finally got there
26 Rat or squirrel
27 Yin’s partner
28 In the distance
29 Employee’s end-of-year reward
30 Owie
31 Park seat
32 Start to park, perhaps
36 Acted like
37 Greek food truck offering
40 Moving, as one’s toes
42 Many prom attendees
45 Christina Crawford’s “__ Dear-

est”
46 Big wine valley
47 Pepsodent rival
48 Welcome desert sight
52 Pool equipment
53 Hathaway married to Shake-

speare
55 Actor Kapoor of “Slumdog Mil-

lionaire”
56 Online sign-in fig.
57 __ vu
58 Law enforcement acronym
61 Ranch nickname
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

TURTLE  WEASEL  DONKEY  LIZARD  GERBIL  MONKEY
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God’s servants not immune to chastising
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Does God punish people 
who try to do right? - G.R.

A: The Bible says that “whom 
the Lord loves He [disciplines]” 
(Hebrews 12:6). Believers are not 
immune to God’s chastening. The 
Biblical story of Jonah reveals 
that before God could use Jonah, 
Jonah first had to humble himself 
and repent. Only then would God 
use him to preach the Gospel to a 
pagan culture.

Jonah is one who thought he 
could escape from the Lord - he 
found out differently. He was 
called to preach to rebellious 
Nineveh (the area today that is 
known as Mosul, Iraq), but instead 
he rebelled against God’s call.

 This miraculous story proves 
that God’s eyes are everywhere 
and that He devises retribution 
and punishment to bring about 
eternal blessing in response to 
repentance.

Jonah resented the fact that 
God was sending him to the “great 
city” (Jonah 1:2), the capital of 
Israel’s pagan neighbor, Assyria. 
He didn’t believe the people of 
Nineveh deserved God’s salva-
tion. So he did the very thing he 
was called to preach against - he 
disobeyed God and did what was 
in his heart.

God reprimanded Jonah and, in 
graciousness, expressed His pity 
and love for those wandering in 
an evil world and drowning in sin. 
This is yet another demonstration 
of the long arm of God’s salvation 
extended to those who turn from 
rebellion and receive the Lord’s 
mighty message of forgiveness.

The Gospel is not just for those 
who receive it, but also to bring 
the whole world to salvation. 
The Gospel shows us our sins 
and points us to the Savior. “The 
gospel... is not according to man... 
it came through the revelation of 
Jesus Christ” (Galatians 1:11-12).

HISTORY MATTERS
A feature courtesy of The 

Grateful American Book Prize

Russian, U.S. astronauts united in space for the first time in 1975
On July 17, 

1975, a coterie 
of astronauts, 
and cosmonauts, 
rendezvoused in 
the stars.

According to some, America and 
the Soviet Union had a “heavenly 
embrace” moment, for the first time 
since Apollo 18, and Soyuz 19 
anchored in orbit. Their command-
ers, Aleksei Leonov and Thomas 
P. Stafford, greeted each other 
amiably, and dedicated two days of 
experimenting with in-space rescue 
missions for contingency reasons.

“Back on Earth, United Nations 
Secretary General Kurt Waldheim 
congratulated the two super-

powers for the 
Apollo-Soyuz Test 
Project and praised 
their unprece-
dented spirit of 

cooperation and peace in planning 
and executing the mission,” accord-
ing to History.com.

Within 16 years, however, Rus-

sia’s powerful hold over its Eastern 
Bloc Republics fizzled; the Berlin 
Wall broke, and the Cold War went 
up in smoke.

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends 
Saving Freedom: Truman, the Cold 
War, and the Fight for Western Civi-
lization by Joe Scarborough.

Apollo-Soyus was a big hit, then the Eastern Block imploded.

God put us in touch with couple on cruise to share His message
By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin

Much to my husband’s dismay, 
an offer appeared in my email from 
Carnival Cruise Lines inviting us to 
a four-day cruise to Cozumel.

With the fervor of a used car 
salesman on steroids dismally 
looking at his end-of-month sales, 
I explained to him that the email 
seemed like a personal invitation 
from a long-time friend who simply 
couldn’t be 
ignored. 

As I elaborated 
on the financial 
dynamics, I felt it best to downplay 
the fact that we have already had 
three vacations since August. Nego-
tiators know their last point reso-
nates longer, so I delivered what I 
hoped would be the coup de grace: 
“We recently spent more on a one-
night hotel room than our combined 
tickets.”

 It’s hard to ascertain if my 
profound reasoning or the need 
for peace and quiet was his motive 
for capitulation. Nonetheless, this 
article is being brought to you with 
sandy feet from Cozumel.

We ask God to make our cruise 
meaningful by divinely placing “God 
Encounters” in our path. 

The first time we laid eyes on who 
was to become our “God encounter” 
for the latest cruise didn’t register 
as anything more than a pleasant 
social greeting by the elevator.  

 Our number was called, and we 
were the first to be seated at a large 

round table with nine chairs.
You never know who will fill the 

remaining chairs, and to our sur-
prise, it was our “encounters” from 
the elevator. 

 By the end of the meal, we knew 
Kelley and Travis were going to be 
God’s gift to us on this cruise. What 
was left now was seeing how the 
Lord was going to orchestrate it.

When it was time for the eve-
ning meal, we headed to the Blush 

dining room. 
The restaurant is 
two stories with 
hundreds of tables 

on each level. Our server seated us 
just as our God encounter walked 
by. Within minutes, they returned to 
our table and asked us to join them 
since their girls had sought dinner 
elsewhere. We then learned their 
names were Kelley and Travis. They 
live in Odom, Texas, in a 100-year-
old house.

Like my husband and I, their 
personalities were also on oppo-
site ends of the spectrum. Kelley 
is vivacious, and her vitality lights 
up a room. She is blessed with an 
insatiable desire to smile and greet 
everyone. Travis takes it much 
slower, but once engaged, he can 
run the distance in conversations.

We laughed, ate, and moved with 
the ease of old friends as we mar-
veled where the Lord had stepped 
into their lives. They shared how He 
had opened doors for them profes-
sionally that no one else could have 
opened. We gave glory to God for 

orchestrating Kelly’s rise in account-
ing to her current level of expertise, 
and for Travis’ impressive position 
as purchasing manager.

As only God can do, they invited 
us to step deeper into their lives as 
the evening meal stretched to two 
and a half hours. Travis shared with 
us about his recent heart attacks 
and the grace of God for him still 
being here.

As the moon rose, the men 
turned their attention to their shared 
military experiences. Kelley and I 
moved to more pressing issues: 
losing pandemic pounds and the 
perfect size for earrings. You may 
be relieved to know the consensus 
on both issues was bigger is better. 

Too soon it was the last day, and 
we shared contact information and 
gave thanks for our “God Encoun-
ter,” which as always, was our coup 
de grace.

Just in case bigger may not 
always be better… there’s always 
soup!

 Cauliflower Soup
Ingredients
½ Cup of Butter, divided           
½ Onion, diced
1 Celery Stalk, diced
1 Carrot, finely diced
1 Large Cauliflower, diced roughly
7 Cups of Chicken Broth
1 Cup of Half and Half
2 Cups Milk
3 Teaspoons Salt
6 Tablespoons of Flour
1 ¼ Cup Sour Cream
Salt and Pepper to taste

 Instructions
Melt 4 tablespoons of butter in a 

soup pot. Add the diced onion and 
cook until the onions are translu-
cent.

Add the carrots and celery 
and cook for 5 minutes. Add the 
cauliflower and the parsley and stir 
and simmer for 15 minutes, stirring 
frequently. Add the broth and bring 
to a boil, reduce heat and simmer 
for 10 minutes. 

In a saucepan, melt 4 table-
spoons of butter. Stir in the flour 
and bring to a gentle simmer for two 

minutes. Add the milk and whisk 
well. Remove from the heat and add 
the Half and Half. 

Pour flour mixture into the broth 
mixture and simmer for 10 minutes. 
In a medium-sized mixing bowl, add 
the sour cream and two ladles of hot 
soup broth. Stir well and pour into 
the soup.

You can lighten the calories by 
using reduced-fat dairy products. 

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)

Chasing the Creator
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