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By John Toth
The Bulletin

I like old stuff. 
I had a General Electric AM/FM 

transistor radio I bought when I was 
in high school. It sounded really 
good. I had it all the way through 
college. It went everywhere I went, 
including to my summer jobs, where 
I listened to baseball games on it.

Then it broke, and eventually I 
threw it away. Decades later, I was 

browsing through old transistor 
radios on eBay and found it - the 
same radio, same shape, same 
design, same color. It was as if 
someone found it after I threw it out, 
repaired it, kept it for a few decades 
and then put it on eBay for me.

I bought it for a very reasonable 
price, and a week later, the radio 
and I reunited. My long, lost friend 
got a fresh 9-volt battery and contin-
ued where it left off decades earlier. 
I know it was not the same one, but 
so what? It looked just like it.

I still play records and have a 
decent collection of vinyl. I was not a 
top-notch collector back in the vinyl 

Ramblings

Those  288 toll lanes: what you need to know 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

The SH 288 toll lanes are open. 
Finally. The transportation night-
mare for Pearland drivers has 
ended. 

The SH 288 project has been 
in the works for 20 years. Actual 
construction was supposed to take 
1,000 days. It took a year more 
than that. 

For motorists in Pearland, 
Ground Zero for construction, 

roadwork seemed never-ending. It 
became impossible to travel without 
checking your phone for traffic 
reports.

We were aggravated when roads 

we normally traveled were closed 
for construction. 

We honked horns while idling in 
traffic. 

We then apologized for being late 

for appointments.
We cursed when Hurricane 

Harvey and countless other storms 
delayed construction.

We cursed even more when 
Covid-19 decimated work crews. 

But Hallelujah! The day we feared 
would never come has arrived. The 
end of construction and opening of 
the toll lanes should provide relief 
for Pearland, but also for the entire 
county’s swelling population.

The View from My Seat

Christmas time is about being grateful
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

I read something somewhere that 
made me stop and think, referring 
to Christmas gifts. It said, “This is 
not the year to ask 
for everything we 
want. This is the 
year to be thankful 
for what we have.” I think that is 
right.

What we already have does not 
have to be costly. It can be peace of 
mind or just a memory from a long 
time ago to remind us how blessed 
we are (like an old Christmas card) 

or something that hasn’t even hap-
pened yet (like the dredging of the 
mouth of the San Bernard River).

This has been a tough year. 
COVID made people sick, and 

many have died. 
People have lost 
their jobs. Too 
many have food 

insecurities. They can’t afford their 
rent. Millions of lives have been 
turned upside down.

Roy and I have had to isolate. 
Looking around me, though, I see 
we are luckier than a whole lot of 

By Barton Goldsmith
Tribune News Service (TNS)

I rescued my little Foxy several 
years ago. I wasn’t looking for her, 
but she just crawled up on to my 
lap and went to sleep, so I took her 
home. She spent the night with her 
head on my pillow, and I knew she 
belonged with me.

It wasn’t all green grass and fire 
hydrants. She had been abused, 
was not socialized well and not 
trained at all, so we walked and 
worked every day to give her the 
most comfortable life possible, and 
she adapted pretty well.

I was her person. She didn’t really 
like other dogs or people...until I 
met my to-be wife. The day Angelika 
came over to visit for the first time 
was the last time Foxy was truly 
my dog. She abandoned me for the 
love of a tender woman, and who 
can blame her? I would have done 
the same. Then Angelika and I got 
married, and we’re a happy family.

We always walk together, the 

Memories are made of this

This is the card Roy Edwards sent to Jan at Chrismas time 35 years ago 
that changed both of their lives.



on an iodine solution that turns 
black against cheap wood-based 
papers but not against the fine-
based papers of “legal tender.”

That’s a big bite
Q. How does a python, half 

the size of a gazelle, manage to 
swallow it whole? How long will the 
meal last? Warning: gross snake 
gastronomy ahead.

A. Needle-like teeth fix the prey 
in place, helping saliva-prime it 
for the big swallow, mouth swung 
open wide by flexible ligaments, 
elastic muscles and wide-hingeing 
jaws, says Curator of Herpetol-
ogy F. Wayne King of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History.

A python swallowing a gazelle 
starts at its nose, and as the 
gazelle is engulfed, its legs fold 
naturally and lay along its sides, a 
“bolus bullet.” It may take sev-
eral minutes for the food to pass 
from mouth to throat to gut, which 
expands as needed because while 
there are ribs, there is no rib cage. 
A special trachea hookup allows 
the snake to pause, take a breath 
or two, and return to swallowing 
without choking.

A meal the size of a gazelle 
might take a week or more to 
digest. Then the snake sinks 
into a low-metabolic torpor and 
doesn’t need to eat again for a few 
months, says King.

But, the python’s no glutton. “By 
the time it eats again,” says James 
Kalat in “Biological Psychology,” 
“your own total food intake will be 
larger than the snake’s.”
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

How big will we get?
Q. With each new generation 

seemingly taller than the one 
before, where might we humans 
be in 100 years, or 1000? Will we 
need bigger clothes, bigger beds, 
or bigger cars? Or are there limits 
to this?

A. Limits, you bet, says Uni-
versity of Chicago organismal 
biologist and anatomist Michael 
LaBarbera. While it’s true average 
heights have gone up in the last 
150 years, probably due to better 
nutrition (in terms of balanced 
diets, not caloric intake), folks in 
North America and Europe at least 
have probably just about peaked 
out.

In fact, Nature imposes a funda-
mental stature-cap: Mammals in 
general load their bones to about 
a quarter of their breaking strength 
during routine activities. If you 
doubled height, bone cross-sec-
tional area would increase fourfold 
(radius squared), while weight 
(volume) increases eightfold (2 
x 2 x 2)! Our bones would be 
overloaded, and breaks would be 
commonplace.

Bad as this sounds, things would 
actually be even worse, says 
LaBarbera: 12-foot-tall humans 

would be prone to collapsed 
arches, bad knees and excruci-
ating back problems; 18-foot tall 
humans would be immobilized.

So, height limits, absolutely. But 
fat chance we’ve already peaked 
in body girth. 

Counterfeit games
Q. How do dollar bill changers 

know when someone has slipped 
in a bogus buck?

A. One method uses magnetic 
heads like in a cassette tape 
recorder to read the magnetic ink 
signals coming off the bills, says 
HowStuffWorks.Com. Electrical 
conductivity is also telltale, as are 
the fluorescent properties of the 
ink and paper, or optical properties 
read by a photocell or camera. A 
good bill changer will use several 
of these.

Machine con-artists counter with 
the half-bill ruse, or the attached-
string larceny, or even unplugging 
the machine in midstream to con-
fuse its read.

A faster con job nowadays is to 
use color copiers and printers to 
run off facsimiles passable to a 
harried checkout cashier, ignoring 
micro-writing, watermarks, embed-
ded security strips, color-change 
ink, and very closely spaced lines. 
In defense, a clerk may employ a 
“counterfeit detector pen” to smear 

What you need to 
know about tornadoes

Things about weather that will amaze you

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

3 TACOS

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

$495

  Arlan's Market Shopping Center
NOW HIRING

• Lightning causes an average of 55-60 fatalities and 400 injuries each 
year, occurs with all thunderstorms and costs more than $1 billion in insured 
losses each year.

• Tornadoes cause an average of 60-65 fatalities and 1,500 injuries each 
year, can produce wind speeds in excess of 200 mph and can be one-mile 
wide and stay on the ground over 50 miles.

• Straight-line winds can exceed 125 mph.

■  A tornado is a violently rotating 
column of air extending from a 
cumuliform cloud, such as a thun-
derstorm, to the ground.

■ Tornadoes may appear nearly 
transparent until dust and debris are 
picked up, or a cloud forms within 
the funnel. The average tornado 
moves from southwest to northeast, 
but tornadoes can move in any 
direction and can suddenly change 
their direction of motion.

■ The average forward speed of a 
tornado is 30 mph but may vary   
 from nearly stationary to 70 mph.

 ■ The strongest tornadoes have 
rotating winds of more  than 200 
mph.

■ Tornadoes can accompany 
tropical storms and hurricanes as 
they move onto land.

■ Waterspouts are tornadoes that 
form over warm water. Water spouts 
can move onshore and cause image 
to coastal areas.

■ Tornadoes can occur at any 
time of day, any day of the year.

■ Have a plan of action before 
severe weather threatens. You need  
to respond quickly when a warning 
is issued or a tornado is spotted.

■ When conditions are warm, 
humid, and windy, or skies are 
threatening, monitor for severe 
weather watches and warnings by 
listening to NOAA Weather Radio, 
logging onto weather.gov or tuning 
into your favorite television or radio 
weather information source.

■ In an average year, 1,200 
tornadoes cause 60-65 fatalities and 
1,500 injuries nationwide.
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

TOO MUCH, TOO LATE: A 
woman, wearing a wedding dress, 
showed up at the church in Hunan 
Province, China, where her ex-boy-
friend was about to marry another 
woman. Saying “I was wrong” and 
“Come back to me,” she grabbed 
the groom’s hand and collapsed to 
the ground. Her efforts to win him 
back were in vain. 

AND I DON’T CARE WHO 
SEES ME: A TV crew went to a 
Walgreens near San Francisco to 
report on a rash of brazen episodes 
of shoplifting. While they were 
filming, a shoplifter casually hopped 
over the counter, grabbed an air 
mattress, and rolled out of the place 
on a scooter. 

SHE’S ALIVE! IT’S A MIR-
ACLE!: A man, who was arrested 
for drunk driving in England, told a 
court that he had gotten behind the 
wheel because his girlfriend was ill 
and begged him to go for help. He 
tearfully claimed that she has since 
died. But, after the court allowed 
him to keep his driver’s license, 
suspicious investigators went to 
his home, where the supposedly 

deceased girlfriend answered the 
door. 

SO, WILL I BE SEEING YOU 
AGAIN?: A couple’s first date 
ended when officers pulled over the 
man’s pick-up truck after a high-
speed in Tulsa, Okla., because he 
was wanted in Tahlequah to face a 
whole bunch of traffic and/or drug 
charges. 

NOT SO FAST, SPARK-
PLUG!: A 200-pound, 60-year-old 
African tortoise named Sparkplug 
pushed his way out of his fenced 
enclosure on his owners’ property 
in Sardis City, Ala., and escaped. 
Someone spotted him two days 
later and brought him back. 

IT WAS DELIGHTFUL TO 
MEET YOU, MA’AM: A woman, 
who was told that her train to Ash-
ton-under-Lyne, England, would be 
delayed, struck up a conversation 
with a stranger and proceeded to 
have a physical relationship with 
him in Stalybridge’s town center 
at 3:45 in the afternoon as shop-
pers passed by. Both were heavily 
intoxicated. 

NOBODY TELLS ME WHAT 

I CAN’T DO!: Police pulled over a 
60-year-old man near Orangeville, 
Ontario for speeding and found that 
he had been previously issued eight 
separate lifetime driving bans. 

OH, THERE YOU ARE, 
MA’AM!: A woman, who was trying 
to leave without paying for her food 
at a restaurant in Burnaby, British 
Columbia, climbed into the ceiling 
vent in the ladies’ room and then 
crawled along until she got over the 
kitchen. She fell through the ceiling 
right in front of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Policemen, who had been 
called there to arrest her. 

STAR TREK ENTERPRISE, 
WHERE ART THOU?!: A man 

got drunk and started throwing 
mailboxes into the road in Altoona, 
Pa., at 5 in the morning, screaming, 
“beam me up. Scotty!” and claiming 
to be “the son of God.” When the 
cops arrived, he said he had no 
idea how the mailboxes got into 
the road and didn’t know what they 
were talking about. 

YOU AGAIN!?: A man was 
arrested in Fairfield, Conn., for 
first-degree larceny, possession of 
a controlled substance and posses-
sion of drug paraphernalia. Less 
than an hour after he was released, 
he was arrested once again for 
third-degree burglary and first-de-
gree criminal trespass.  

facebook.com/
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A survey by the Texas A&M Trans-
portation Institute ranked SH 288 
as the state’s third most congested 
highway.  

The toll lanes will alleviate 
congestion for Brazoria County com-
muters by providing easier access to 
the Medical Center and downtown 
Houston. The toll lanes also have 
connectors to the Sam Houston 
Tollway and Loop 610.

Taking advantage of the intro-
ductory toll-free period, I decided to 
reconnoiter the new roadwork. 

I had to know: Were the toll lanes 
worth all the aggravation the con-
struction had caused?

Here’s what my drive revealed:
TWO IN ONE: The SH 288 toll 

road is actually two separate but 
continuous toll projects. The flow 
from one toll project to the other is 
seamless.

Traveling north on 288 as if I were 
coming from the southern part of 
the county, I entered the Brazoria 
County Expressway where it begins, 
just north of Highway 6 (Manvel). 
I followed it to the Brazoria/Harris 
County line at Clear Creek.

At this point, I could have taken 
new flyover connectors either 
east or west on the Sam Houston 
Tollway. 

Instead, I continued straight and 

proceeded on the longer toll project, 
a 10.3 mile stretch from the county 
line to the 59/69 split near down-
town Houston, with more connec-
tors to Loop 610 and the Medical 
Center.

WHY TWO SEPARATE 
PR0JECTS? Inside Harris County, 
the $2.1 billion project was part of a 
joint state/private partnership. Bra-
zoria County, in order to maintain 
control of the project, opted to build 
its toll lanes by itself.

TO PAY OR NOT TO PAY: 
Drivers aren’t required to use the 
toll lanes. There are still gener-
al-purpose lanes for free. The two 
toll lanes in each direction were 
added to the median of the current 
roadway. 

PAY AS YOU GO: The major 
difference between the Brazoria 
County Expressway and the Harris 
County portion is pricing. The 
Brazoria toll fees won’t fluctuate 
during the day.  At the moment, it 
is $1.80 for the full 5.1-mile drive to 
the county line.

The Harris County portion, 
however, will use congestion 
pricing. Based on traffic conditions 
and demand, the prices fluctuate 
throughout the day to maintain con-
sistent traffic flow. Typically, prices 
are higher during weekday rush-
hours and lower during non-peak 

periods and weekends.  
An example: Using both toll 

projects, a drive from Manvel to 
the 59/69 split near downtown will 
cost $3.20 at a minimum and $6.90 
maximum.

NO CASH: The toll lanes on 
both segments are completely 
automated with no toll booths and 
no need to stop or slow down at toll 
gantries. The gantries are structures 
used to automatically collect pay-
ment for tolls using a transponder 
on your vehicle windshield or dash-
board. You will need to purchase an 
EZ Tag or TxTag.    

A WARNNG: I noticed that 

there are only limited entrances 
and exits from the toll lanes. They 
are designed as expressways, after 
all. You may find the exit you used 
in the past is no longer accessible 
from the toll lanes. 

ANOTHER WARNING:  I took 
my tour on a beautiful day, but I 
have always been cautious traveling 
on 288 near Loop 610 when it 
rains.  It floods often. The developer 
has put in new drainage but warns 
that if Brays Bayou is full, there is 
nowhere for the water to go.

CONCLUSION:  Except for 
Medical Center appointments, I 
don’t travel on 288 that much. and 
I avoid rush hour when I do. So, I 
doubt I will use the toll lanes that 

much.
However, there are an estimated 

10,000 households in Brazoria 
County whose residents work in 
the Medical Center. Many of these 
commuters should find the toll lanes 
will reduce time on the road and 
increase time at home with families.

FOOTNOTE: As part of the proj-
ect, Pearland has planned “beau-
tification enhancements” along the 
toll lanes. I look forward to seeing 
something more attractive than 
orange traffic barrels.

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)
Take a test drive with us on the new 288 toll road project



This would be a big present from 
Santa, although delayed a little, but 
we’ll gladly take it. We’ll be very 
grateful.

On a more personal note, I am 
also grateful for a Christmas card I 
received 35 years ago.

Roy sent it to me, and it still gets 
to me. It brings back bittersweet 
memories (first bitter and then 
sweet) from a time of my life that 
had more downs than ups.  

I had the worst day at work, and 
the guy I had been dating had just 
become the jerk I used to date. 
Then I opened my mailbox to find 
Roy’s Christmas card. 

I knew Roy from the Houston 
Canoe Club. I helped him wreck 
his new boat that spring, but really 
hadn’t talked to him since. 

There was the card - a solo 
trapper paddling a birch-bark canoe, 
and inside it read: “Times change, 
and we with time, but not in the 
ways of friendship.”

I sat down and cried, then I sent 
him my Christmas card with a 
Shakespeare quote, that read: “One 
touch of Nature makes the whole 
world kin.” 

The next thing I knew, he called 
me and invited me to his Christmas 
party. That was the beginning of Jan 
and Roy.

That was a nice present.
I don’t want anything fancy this 

year (except for that dredging 
project). I’ve already got a lot to 
be thankful for: friends, family, roof 
overhead, money in the bank, food 
on the table - and a Christmas card 
from 35 years ago. 

Roy still has the one I sent him.
Christmas is not about things, but 

about wishes coming true. 
And, we have lived happily years 

after - the best present of all.
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)
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Why is Christmas celebrated on Dec. 25?

HAPPY HOUR
MARGARITAS
3-7 PM DAILY

#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

Prices Good Thru 12-15-2020

          LEGAL NOTICE
Application has been made 

with the Texas Alcoholic Bev-
erage Commission for a Beer 
Retail Dealer’s On-Premise 
License (BE) by Randall Lee 
Adkins operating as Rhythm 
& Brews, to be located at 322 
Windward Way, Freeport, Bra-
zoria County, Texas. 77541 
Randall Lee Adkins Owner.

people. We are blessed.
Presents come in all shapes and 

forms. 
If you know Roy and I, you know 

that we have been active in getting 
the mouth of the San Bernard 
open again, this time with the 
R.E.S.T.O.R.E. Act.

The process has been: Start. Hit 
a roadblock. Start. Go like gang-
busters and hit another roadblock 
- for four years now.

But we got a call from our County 
Commissioner Dude Payne on 
Nov. 23, updating us that the last 
permit we needed from the U.S. 

Army Corps of Engineers had been 
signed and sent back to the county 
for the County Engineer’s signature.

Then it will have to go back to 
TCEQ (Texas Commission on Envi-
ronmental Quality) for their blessing 
so the funds can be released. (This 
is a short version of remaining 
hurtles.)

That puts everything in place to 
seek project bids the first quar-
ter of 2021 and have a dredge in 
the mouth of the river sometime 
between March and May, which 
would give us a completely open 
mouth for fish migrations before the 
next hurricane season. 

Christmas presents come in all shapes and sizes – and cards
(Continued from Page 1)

three of us, through our village, 
in and out of the greenbelts and 
pathways, from the hills to the lake 
— we cover a lot of ground almost 
every single day. My wife holds the 
lead, and I get the poop bag, but it’s 
all good. We get exercise and have 
fun, because Foxy enjoys her walks 
and prances through the neighbor-
hood like a 10-pound prize pony.

How sweet and lovely, you say, 
but there is a dark side to the 
furry little mongrel! Foxy is now a 
one-woman dog — she has totally 
bonded with my wife and won’t 
go for a walk at all if Angelika is 
out. She just lies in her bed by the 
window waiting for her angel to walk 
through the door, and I have to tell 
you, I’m feeling a little rejected. But 
it’s pretty cute.

When mom gets home, the dog 
runs, barking into my office, so I 
know to go to the door. She shakes 
from tail to nose and literally squeals 
with joy so loudly, you’d think she 
was in pain. It’s a remarkable ritual 
that goes on for several minutes 
until the dog-child needs a drink.

I understand animal bonding. My 
therapy dog, Mercy, was with me for 
over a decade, and we were a total 
item. In fact, it wasn’t until Mercy 
died that I decided to remarry. 
That’s how much unconditional love 
she gave me. She was ill for a year 

before she passed, and we went to 
the vet every single day for IV fluids. 
At that time, my life was truly dedi-
cated to her, and she deserved it.

Now my wife is getting to 
experience that kind of bond for 
the first time. You can have a very 
deep connection with a dog or a 
cat. Young or old, big or little, when 
your dog finds you, it’s an amazing 
experience, and the love you feel 
doesn’t take anything away from 
anyone else — it just makes your 
life sweeter. This may be why there 
have been so many more adoptions 
of so-called pandemic puppies.

I need to mention here that when 
you adopt an animal, it is a lifetime 
commitment. It doesn’t end when 
the quarantine is over or you go 
back to work.

Too many people give up their 
pets when life gets inconvenient, 
but by that time the animals have 
bonded with them, and it just isn’t 
fair to the dog or cat. 

It breaks their little hearts, and 
it is traumatizing for them to be 
back in a shelter. If you do adopt, 
remember it’s for life. And if your pet 
falls for your other half, just enjoy 
watching the love.
(Dr. Barton Goldsmith, a psychotherapist 
in Westlake Village, Calif., is the author 
of several books. Follow his daily insights 
on Twitter at @BartonGoldsmith, or email 
him at Barton@bartongoldsmith.com.)

Puppy love means a longtime relationship
(Continued from Page 1)

To ensure  timely delivery, place your order 
now for your holiday tamales (pork/chicken) (regular/spicy)

1 dozen $14.95 + tax

Orders (received and paid in full) placed by Dec. 14
will receive 5% off total purchase. Deadline to place

an order is Dec. 21. Happy Holidays.

Small businesses that took PPP aid may face a tax problem
By Evan Ramstad
Star Tribune (Minneapolis) (TNS)

A recent IRS ruling tying up a 
loose end in the 2020 econom-
ic-relief law could force many small 
businesses to pay taxes on govern-
ment aid meant to help through the 
pandemic.

The agency on Nov. 18 said 
the businesses cannot deduct 
expenses, such as payroll and 
rent, paid for with money from the 
Paycheck Protection Program of the 
CARES Act. Such deductions are 
common when those expenses are 
paid for with revenue from running a 
business.

The ruling hardened a divide 
between the Trump administration 
and the main tax writers in Con-
gress, who have sought since the 
corona virus outbreak produced an 
economic slowdown to ensure that 
aid to businesses not be taxed.

As word sank in, accountants 
and bankers called small-business 
owners to warn them to prepare for 
an increased tax bill. A trade associ-
ation of accountants urged business 
owners to reach out to members of 
Congress for legislative relief.

To speed the distribution of $525 
billion in aid to small businesses this 
spring and summer, the CARES Act 
directed the Small Business Admin-
istration to move funds through the 

nation’s banks in the form of loans 
that would be forgiven if a business 
showed it used the money to keep 
people employed. The last loans 
were distributed in August.

The tax confusion for PPP 
recipients arose because the tax 
code normally disallows deductions  
with tax-free income. The IRS and 
Treasury Department underscored 
that principle by saying, “Since 
businesses are not taxed on the 
proceeds of a forgiven PPP loan, 
the expenses are not deductible.”

The issue is complicated by the 
timing of when the loan is forgiven, 
turning it into a tax-free grant. Many 
businesses have not yet asked the 
government for loan forgiveness.

The IRS views the PPP aid as a 
wash for businesses, since tax-free 
income would go in and nonde-

ductible expenses go out of a tax 
calculation.

But from a business owner’s per-
spective, the PPP money replaced 
lost revenue but without the benefit 
of being able to subtract payroll 
and other costs to calculate taxable 
income, creating greater tax expo-
sure as a result.

“The word from Congress at 
the time was this is going to be a 
forgivable loan, and it says right in 
the CARES Act that it’s not income,” 
said Mike Crabtree, partner at 
Boulay, an accounting firm with 
offices in Eden Prairie and Minne-
apolis.

In a worst-case situation, busi-
ness owners who sought the aid, 
but ultimately couldn’t keep their 
business alive would face a tax bill 
for taking government assistance.

While there’s no single explanation as to why December has so many 
holidays, many experts agree that they date back to ancient celebrations sur-
rounding the Winter Solstice, which is the shortest day of the year but also 
marks a sort of “birth of light” - because every day after that grows slightly 
longer for the next six months.

The winter solstice occurs in the third week of December. 
When the Christian religion began celebrating the birth of Jesus Christ at 

the end of the third century AD, it is believed that church officials settled on 
Dec.  25 in order to coincide with existing festivals surrounding the solstice, 
thus making it easier to convince people to accept Christianity.

Some scholars think that he was born between 6 B.C. and 4 B.C.



Mask up, social distance, wash your hands frequently, avoid crowds

Gina Renee's

Catering

OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS ARE BACK!
CHECK OUT FACEBOOK FOR THE

MENU EACH WEEK

Let us do the cooking tonight!
Contactless meals available for pick-up at

2 Hemlock Pl. in Angleton

Texas Girl with Cajun Flair

979-864-9675
ginareneescatering@gmail.com

Search "GinaReneesCatering"
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Or, locally, call 979-341-9322

It may be time to replace some of your older fabric face masks
By Grace Dickinson
The Philadelphia Inquirer (TNS)

If your masks are beginning to 
feel as old as this pandemic, it’s 
probably time to get yourself some 
new ones.

The Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention advises using 
masks that have at least two layers 
of tightly woven, washable, breath-
able fabric, such as cotton. When 
you wash your masks regularly, 
which you’re supposed to do, the 
fabric, as well as the fit, can begin 
to deteriorate. As this happens, your 
masks become less effective.

“A newer, fresher mask is likely to 
have tighter fibers, and so it’s likely 
better at keeping out other particles 
and keeping your particles in,” says 
Krys Johnson, an epidemiologist 
and assistant professor at Temple 
University.

The exact timeline of when you 
need to replace a mask depends on 
the makeup of the mask, along with 
other factors like how much you’re 
washing it, and how often you’re 
taking it on and off.

But as a general rule of thumb: 
“Think about masks like seasonal 
attire. Update every season,” says 
Johnson.

Here’s how else to know if you 
should replace a mask.

A snug fit is key. If the elastic of 
your ear loops starts to loosen, it’s 
time to reach for something tighter.

That’s a bad sign, says Johnson, 
and may indicate that the fabric is 
deteriorating, or was too thin from 
the start.

A mask needs to cover your nose 
and mouth in order to work. If one of 
the straps falls off, and you have to 
keep touching your mask to keep it 
in place, this defeats its purpose.

This is perhaps the most obvious 
sign of all. If your mask is ripped, it 

needs to go. It doesn’t matter how 
small or large the hole is.

Experts strongly recommend 
owning more than one mask. And 
in the winter, you’ll want to carry a 
backup. Moving from chilly outdoor 
environments into cozy indoor set-
tings makes it easy to sweat through 
your mask, as does wearing multiple 
layers. You’re advised to always 
swap a wet mask for a dry one. 
A wet mask can make it harder to 
breathe. And of course it’s uncom-
fortable, especially if you’re walking 
back outside into cold temps.

When in doubt, replace it, says 

Johnson. We want to eliminate risk 
as much as possible right now, and 
proper mask wearing is part of that.

If you have a disposable face 
mask, the CDC advises throwing it 
away after you’ve worn it once.

If your mask loses its snug fit, its a sign that it needs to be replaced by a 
new, miniumum 2-ply mask.

Flu symptoms mimic COVID-19 infection: Experts urge flu vaccination
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

Cases of influenza are being 
reported in parts of the U.S. as the 
COVID-19 pandemic continues. 
While a vaccine is not yet available 
for COVID-19, there is a vaccine 

available to prevent influenza.
“This season is more important 

to get the flu vaccine because the 
flu also has symptoms that mimic 
COVID-19 infection,” says Dr. 
Robert Jacobson, a pediatrician and 
vaccine researcher at Mayo Clinic 
Children’s Center. And there is some 
evidence that having the flu and 
COVID-19 at the same time may put 
you at higher risk of complications.”

He says it is especially important 
that children be vaccinated.

“When a child gets the flu, they’re 
more likely to give it to adults and 
others who cannot handle influ-
enza,” says Dr. Jacobson. “We 
really need to prevent every single 
case of flu.”

“Across the U.S, there have been 
more deaths in children due to the 
flu than ever recorded before. It’s 
still measured in the hundreds. But 
in adults, and in older people, the 
rates of death are much higher, and 
the rates of hospitalization or critical 
care admissions are much higher. 
And it is children who often start the 
local outbreaks,” says Dr. Jacobson. 

“Vaccinating children has always 
been critical to proving flu spreading 
in the community,” he added.

Some similar symptoms for 
COVID-19 and flu include cough, 
fever, sore throat, runny nose and 
tiredness.

“The flu as a rule tends to show 
up a day or two after you’ve been 
exposed; whereas, COVID-19 can 
actually show up two to 14 days 
after you were exposed,” says Dr. 
Jacobson. “The flu can be hard on a 
person. It can cause complications. 
It can even cause death. But we’re 
seeing much higher rates of severe 
disease, much higher rates of hos-
pitalization and much higher rates 
of death with COVID-19 than we are 
seeing with the flu.”

“Furthermore, while the flu does 
spread by contagion, we’re actu-
ally seeing the COVID-19 spread 
faster and infect more people when 
exposed,” says Dr. Jacobson. 
“There are some big differences 

between COVID-19 and the flu. 
They do behave differently, though 
they may present similarly and result 
in the need for testing. In fact, Mayo 
Clinic right now is developing a test 
that it can use that will test for both 
COVID-19 and flu simultaneously.”

The flu vaccine won’t prevent 
COVID-19, but it can reduce the 
risk for developing the flu and 
reduce the burden on the health 
care system during the pandemic. 
“Every one of us should be getting 
the flu vaccine every year, and this 
year, it’s more important than ever,” 
says Dr. Jacobson. “The vaccine is 
needed. The vaccine is safe. The 
vaccines are effective. And we really 
don’t have alternatives of vaccine.”
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SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jacksondays, but I had quite a few records. 
I enjoy taking the record out of its 
sleeve, dusting it off and then plac-
ing it carefully on the turntable.

The turntable is new. My old 
ones are long gone, and eBay was 
not any help replacing them with 
identical makes and models. But the 
records are original. I have picked 
up some more at Half Price Books 
for a few dollars each. 

They don’t sound as good as 
digital music, but I have a good time 
watching the record spin as music 
comes out of the speakers. I also 
enjoy explaining to much younger 
people how the sound is physically 
generated by the vibration of the 
stylus, which is then amplified.

I like old cars. When I was a stu-
dent, that’s all I could afford. Now, 
I like the smell and feel of an older 
car. They are not as efficient as the 
new ones, but gas is cheap right 
now, so that’s not a factor.

I used to own a 1968 Buick 
Skylark and regretted many times 
selling it. It had bench seats in the 
front and back and got nine miles to 

a gallon of gas. It could fly, though, 
and it got me where I needed to go, 
provided I could find a gas station 
along the way.

A friend of mine posted a photo 
recently of his old slide rule. I had 
one also and knew how to use it 
until the calculator was invented. He 
bragged that he still knows how.

“You have a better memory than 
me,” I said.

I like nostalgia, but in this case, 
some things are best left forgotten.

I saw a photo recently of a bunch 
of old computer monitors at one of 
the papers I worked at when I was n 
my 20s, and it jolted my memory of 
the mischievous storm.

One day I went to work and found 
out that a storm knocked out all the 
power supplies to the monitors, and 
it would take about a week or so 
to fix them. We had to go back to 
electric typewriters and scanners, 
like in college.

Typewriters make you compose 
the thoughts in your head before 
starting to type, because it’s easier 
to do that than using a bunch of 
White-Out. Writing a story on it is a 

slower, but more thorough process.
I still have my portable high 

school and college Brother type-
writer, and it still works. It’s in my 
closet. I’m writing this on a com-
puter. But sometimes I pull out the 
typewriter and start pounding away 
on it until the keys get stuck.

The rickety monitors at the paper 
were eventually repaired, and we 
were really glad to get back on 
them, including me. Older isn’t 
better on deadline.

Older is only better in the minds of those who value it
(Continued from Page 1)

Salvation Army seeking bell ringers, Angel Tree volunteers 
The Salvation Army needs vol-

unteer bell ringers through Dec. 24 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Mondays 
through Saturdays.

 The annual Red Kettle Cam-
paign is one of the Army’s primary 
fundraising efforts of the year. 
Every dollar collected in the red 
kettles support the wide range of 
services and programs provided 
throughout the year locally, includ-
ing feeding the hungry, sheltering 
the homeless, offering emergency 
financial assistance, providing toys 
to disadvantaged children, and 
hosting a day center for homeless 
social distancing.

For more than 100 years, The 
Salvation Army’s red kettles have 
been a symbol of good will during 
the holiday season. “This year, 
signing up and volunteering as 
a bell ringer is easier than ever!” 
said Captain Vincent of The Sal-
vation Army. “Go to www.Register-
ToRing.com and simply select the 
location, date and time you would 
like to ring. You can split a shift 
with a friend or sign up as a group. 
Individuals, families, groups of 
friends or co-workers, and church 
groups are welcome.”

In response to the COVID-19 
pandemic, and in addition to the 
implementation of basic safety 
procedures, all bell ringers will 
also be provided with daily PPE 

safety kits including a branded 
mask, disposable gloves, apron, 
and disinfectant. Strict safety 
protocols have been developed 
ensuring the health and safety 
of all potential donors and bell 
ringers.

Volunteer to Support the 
Angel Tree Program

Through the generous support 
of community donors, The Sal-
vation Army will provide gifts for 
over 600 children this year. They 

are seeking volunteers to help 
manage Angel Tree locations and 
later help sort and distribute gifts 
to program participants. 

Volunteers can sign up online to 
ring a bell at www.RegisterToRing. 
For Angel Tree and other volun-
teer opportunities, please call The 
Salvation Army at (979) 233-5420. 
To make a donation, or for more 
ways to engage with The Salvation 
Army, please visit www.salvation-
armytexas.org/Freeport/.

Driveless trucks 
already rolling 
on Texas roads

Fort Worth Star-Telegram (TNS)
The age of self-driving 18-wheel-

ers traveling on U.S. highways may 
be much closer than many people 
realize, and North Texas is emerging 
as the likely location of a major hub 
for the trucks.

One company that is aggres-
sively working to build a nationwide 
freight network of driverless trucks 
is TuSimple, which has offices in 
Beijing and San Diego. TuSimple 
recently announced plans to build a 
hub for its autonomous trucks at Fort 
Worth’s AllianceTexas development.

The trucks use cameras and 
sensors that provide vast amounts 
of data, so the vehicle’s computer 
software knows what’s happening 
up to 3,000 feet up the road, and 
can react to emergencies 10 times 
faster than a typical human.

For now, TuMobile is operating 
the self-driving trucks with a safety 
operator in the driver seat who can 
take the controls if needed, and 
a test engineer in the passenger 
seat to monitor the on-board cyber 
system. 

But the company plans to begin 
operating its trucks with no human 
in the cab possibly as early as next 
year on selected routes — including 
routes in Texas.

Driverless cars are already legal 
on Texas roads. In 2017, the state 
Legislature passed a law authored 
by state Sen. Kelly Hancock, R- 
North Richland Hills, that allows 
automated motor vehicles to use 
Texas highways, as long as the 
vehicles are insured and equipped 
with video recording equipment.
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SPORTS STORIES YOU MAY HAVE MISSED

need to keep on cooking.”
Pack and roll

Veteran NBA forward Trevor Ariza 
got traded from Portland to Houston 
to Detroit to Oklahoma City in three 
separate deals in barely two days 
after this year’s draft.

The Thunder is listing Ariza as 
day-to-day with severe jet lag.

Turkey quiz
The worst dish served up each 

Thanksgiving Day is:
a) Tofu
b) Plantains
c) the Detroit Lions

Never on Thursday
Just come right out and say it, 

Baltimore Ravens: You really don’t 
want America to have Thursday 
Night Football.

Don’t pass the beer
Eastern Market Brewing Co. 

has stopped sales and production 
of “Same Old Lager” after Lions 
legend Barry Sanders — pictured 
on the can in team colors without 
his consent — threatened to sue.

Apparently it was a little too 
Lions: It went flat the minute you 
opened the can.

Your serve, Peyton
Tom Brady included “Red Panty” 

among his audible calls during Mon-
day’s loss to the Rams.

Not sure what it means, but it 
certainly beats the heck out of 
“Omaha.”

Injury of the Week
Steelers receiver JuJu 

Smith-Schuster came up limping 
after he stepped on a penalty flag 
while coming off the field.

Ever see a ref get flagged for a 
personal foul?

By Dwight Perry
The Seattle Times (TNS)

SIDELINE CHATTER

He was disappointed to learn 
it didn’t make him younger
Has 2020 left you feeling like 

you’re stuck in reverse? For Aaron 
Yoder, that’s a good thing.

The 35-year-old track and 
cross-country coach at Kansas’ 

Bethany College broke his own 
world record in the backward mile 
— also known as “retrorunning” — 
clocking in at exactly 5 1/2 minutes. 
He’s reduced the mark from 5:54 in 
2015 to 5:51 in 2019, and has no, 
ahem, backup plans to stop now.

As Yoder told Runner’s World 
magazine, “If the griddle is hot, I 

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change. Limited 
dine-in. Please call to reserve a 
seat. Meals served at 11:30 a.m. 
Take-out meals available, call by 
10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pick-up.

Wednesday, Dec. 9: Chicken & 
dumplings, fried okra, beets, pears 
& cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Thursday, Dec. 10: Oven-fried 
chicken, macaroni & cheese, corn 
broccoli, slaw, biscuits, dessert.

Friday, Dec. 11: Beef stew, 

Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

CHARMY’S ARMY                                                                                                                               By Davey Jones

BROOM HILDA                                                                                                                                   By Russel Myers

THE MIDDLETONS                                                                                        By Ralph Dunagin and Dana Summers

ANIMAL CRACKERS                                                                                                                          By Fred Wagner

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks

turnip greens, cheese cauliflower, 
pea salad, garlic toast, dessert.

Monday, Dec. 14: Spaghetti 
with meat sauce, peas, corn, pears 
& cottage cheese, garlic sticks, 
dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 15: Ham, dress-
ing/gravy, sweet potatoes, green 
beans, fruit salad, rolls, pecan pie.

Meals on wheels available - call 
before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low 
sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m.

Q: I am puzzled why people 
wear crosses around their necks, 
but their lives reflect nothing of the 
Lord Jesus Christ? - C.C.

A: While the cross is under 
attack today, it hasn’t changed 
people’s fascination with this iconic 
symbol. But many ask, “What does 
it mean?” If people were stopped 
on the street and asked to explain 
this, some would answer that it is 
the symbol of Christianity. Others 
might say it is a religious myth. 
History majors may describe it as 
an example of Roman justice.

In jewelry stores from Fifth 
Avenue to the airport in Rome, one 
piece of jewelry is universally dis-
played - the cross. Clerical robes 
have this emblem sewn on the 
front or back. Churches display the 
cross in wood, bronze, concrete, 
or brass. Often at Easter, crosses 
dot the landscape and can be 
seen for miles.

Before the teaching in the Bible 
about the cross can mean any-
thing to us, the Spirit of God must 
open our minds. To the “outsider” 
the cross must appear to be ridic-
ulous, or simply an ornament. But 
to those who have experienced its 
transforming power, it has become 
the only remedy for the ills of each 
person, and of the world.

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God designed the cross to defeat Satan
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

The message of the cross is this 
- that upon it Jesus was crucified. 
He died for our sins that we might 
have life everlasting. God changes 
men and women - not by the 
symbols of the cross - but by the 
message of the cross of Christ.

God designed the cross to 
defeat Satan, the deceiver, and 
Satan’s power was broken at the 
cross. “The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the works 
of the devil” (1 John 3:8, ESV). 
Through the cross, God not only 
overpowered Satan but brought 
Himself and man together. This is 
glorious news!

Talking the talk
— Charles Barkley, via Twitter, 

after he and golfing partner Phil 
Mickelson took a three-hole lead 
into the turn in their celebrated TV 
match against Peyton Manning and 
Steph Curry: “Call ( CNN’s) Jeff 
Zucker and ( Turner Sports’) Craig 
Barry and tell them to get some of 
those ‘Law and Order’ reruns ready, 
in about five more holes.”

— New Mets owner Steven 
Cohen, via Twitter, when asked if 
he’d rip a Picasso painting in half in 
exchange for a World Series ring: 

“Can it be an inexpensive one?”
— Scott Ostler of the San 

Francisco Chronicle, no fan of byes 
during the NFL season: “The worst 
idea since sliced bread, sliced the 
long way.”

— Cowboys coach Mike McCa-
rthy, to NFL Network, on smashing 
watermelons with a sledgeham-
mer a la Gallagher to fire up his 
team before its upset win over 
the Vikings: “We had to bring our 
own watermelons. It’s hard to find 
watermelons this time of year in 
Minneapolis.”

Finance firms promote men, while women must ask for senority
Bloomberg News (TNS)

Far fewer women than men are 
promoted in the finance industry 
unless they first ask for senior-
ity, a sign of institutional gender 
bias, according to a new study in 
Australia.

The survey of 2,000 finance 
industry professionals showed 
76% of men were offered a 
promotion at least once without 
requesting it, compared with 57% 
of women. The study was com-
piled by lead researchers Ardea 
Investment Management and 
Australian National University in 
conjunction with industry experts.

The findings provide “evidence 
of that culture that things come to 
men without asking,” said Bron-
wen Whiting, who worked on the 
survey and is a senior lecturer in 
applied statistics at the university. 
“It can’t all be on women to act 
differently to fix it.”

Australia is among the countries 
that can claim some success in 
tackling gender inequality. 

For example, a report by 
consultancy Kearney this year 
showed Australia tops the U.K., 
U.S. and India for the proportion 
of female parliamentarians and 
women board members in its top 

100 firms. Yet the latest survey’s 
results show ongoing gaps, 
including the fact that male fund 
managers on average earn more 
than twice as much as female 
counterparts.

Male quantitative research 
analysts are paid 43% more than 
women, and men in compliance 
roles received an additional 76%, 
based on 2019 data. 

Official Australian figures put 
the overall gender pay gap at 
14%. In the U.K., the gap in finan-
cial services is well over 20%, 
according an analysis of govern-
ment data.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Not very spicy
5 Time and again, to a bard
8 Stage surprise
13 More reasonable
14 Give in to jet lag
15 Far from posh
16 Steinway parts
18 Whack, biblically
19 Space-saving abbr.
20 Mayberry kid

21 Bk. before Philippians
22 Cajun crustacean
24 Lowlifes
28 Bell-shaped lily
29 Hobbyist’s blade
31 Laura of “Marriage Story”
33 BMW competitor
34 Merged comm. giant
35 “Are you serious?”
39 Awareness-raising TV ad
42 Lose stamina

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
TINT  TART  TORT  THIRST  TAINT  TIGHT  TEMPT  TALENT  

43 A whole lot
46 Cartoon character who is five 
apples tall
50 Chase scene maneuvers, 
slangily
52 Some bottled waters
53 Most tidy
55 Arcing shot
56 Fleshy facial feature
57 Student advocacy org.
58 Off-the-cushion pool shot
60 Receives a go-ahead ... and a 
hint to what’s hidden in 16-, 29-, 35- 
and 46-Across
62 Render weaponless
63 Maiden name lead-in
64 Country rocker Steve
65 Jam-packed
66 FedEx rival
67 React to yeast

DOWN
1 Restaurant host
2 Like most pet birds
3 Writer Deighton
4 Dickens’ “The Mystery of Edwin 
__”
5 Upstate New York lake
6 Actress Dunaway
7 Playfully pranks, for short
8 Stubborn equine
9 Cut down to size
10 German city where Wagner was 
born
11 Crime after a data breach, 
perhaps
12 “See ya”
13 Architectural details
17 Title planet in a 2001 sci-fi film
23 In need of patching
24 __ finder: carpenter’s tool
25 Wine city near Sacramento
26 Just managing, with “out”
27 Witness
30 Coast Guard Academy student
32 “__ your life!”
36 Dee who sang with Elton
37 Spring flower
38 Joint ailment
39 Prof.’s degree
40 Maritime route
41 Concession speech deliverer
44 Paging gadgets
45 Ventricular contraction
47 Hercules’ 12 challenges
48 Low-risk govt. securities
49 Evergreens used for archery 
bows
51 Buffy’s weapon of choice
54 Make changes to
56 Wrangler maker
58 Bovine chew
59 French Mrs.
60 Oxlike antelope
61 Yokohama yes
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

ing serene and happy may require 
keeping a low profile and ignoring 
petty squabbles in group situations. 
It might be best to focus on achiev-
ing your material ambitions rather 
than trying to make new connec-
tions.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Make a place for everything and 
put everything in its place. If you 
try to be organized, everything will 
be much easier to deal with. There 
may be a change of attitude in your 
home or family during the upcoming 
week.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): If 
you aren’t feeling appreciated, go 
into action for yourself. Strengthen 
your boundaries and get busy with 
self-validation. The more you love 
and protect yourself, the more you 
are demonstrating to others what 
you deserve.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
There could be significance in 
everyday routines. If minor aggra-
vations or disagreements get under 
your skin, they could become toxic 
and spoil the harmony. Finances 
could be at the center of attention.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): You 
may be yearning for something 
you think you’d like, but it might not 
deliver what you’ve been imagining. 
Count your blessings and cultivate 
contentment with what you already 
have.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): If 
everyone is in a rush, communi-
cations could be terse, or tempers 
could flare. Some people might 
misinterpret your actions or take 
offense. Hunker down and focus on 
study or research.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Even if you are under pressure to 
meet a deadline or are stuck with 
extra responsibilities, never forget 
to say “please” and “thank you.” In 
the week to come, you might see a 
shift in a relationship or with a close 
companion.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): In 
the upcoming week, your everyday 
job routines could change as one 
project is completed and a new 
cycle begins. The stars are aligned 
to bring your thoughts about some-
thing to a conclusion.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Remain-

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): A Full Moon and Lunar Eclipse 
is occurring in your sign this week. 
A big aha moment could change the 
way you handle your personal life 
for several weeks. Put family first in 
the week to come.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 19): 
You may feel driven to dominate 
situations as the week unfolds. You 
can use this ambition to accomplish 
many of the things on your to-do list. 
Use diplomacy to handle social situ-
ations and thrift to handle finances.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
A sticky or confusing situation at 
home may weigh on you. You may 
discover that some goals are more 
complicated to achieve than you 
thought. A loved one or partner 
will show you a way to overcome 
obstacles.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Your ability to calm troubled waters 
and dispel myths can be useful 
in the week ahead. Because you 
understand the difference between 
ideals and illusions, you can clear 
up misunderstandings within 
groups.

December 8
1776 - George Washington’s 

retreating army in the American 
Revolution crossed the Delaware 
River from New Jersey to Pennsyl-
vania.

1863 - U.S. President Abraham 
Lincoln announced his plan for the 
Reconstruction of the South.

1941 - The United States entered 
World War II when it declared war 
against Japan. The act came one 
day after the Japanese attacked 
Pearl Harbor. Britain and Canada 
also declared war on Japan.

December 9
1793 - “The American Minerva” 

was published for the first time. It 
was the first daily newspaper in 
New York City and was founded by 
Noah Webster.

1803 - The 12th Amendment to 
the U.S. Constitution was passed 
by the U.S. Congress. With the 
amendment, Electors were directed 
to vote for a President and for a 
Vice-President rather than for two 
choices for President.

1914 - The Edison Phonograph 

Works was destroyed by fire.
December 10

1830 - Emily Dickinson was born 
in Amherst, MA. Only seven of her 
works were published while she 
was alive.

1901 - The first Nobel prizes were 
awarded.

1941 - Japan invaded the Philip-
pines.

December 11
1894 - The world’s first motor 

show opened in Paris with nine 
exhibitors.

1928 - In Buenos Aires, police 
thwarted an attempt on the life of 
President-elect Herbert Hoover.

December 12
1800 - Washington, DC, was 

established as the capital of the 
United States.

1896 - Guglielmo Marconi gave 
the first public demonstration of 
radio at Toynbee Hall, London.

1901 - The first radio signal to 
cross the Atlantic was picked up 
near St. John’s Newfoundland, by 
inventor Guglielmo Marconi.

1915 - The first all-metal aircraft, 

the German Junkers J1, made its 
first flight.

December 13
1862 - In America, an estimated 

11,000 Northern soldiers were killed 
or wounded when Union forces 
were defeated by Confederates 
under General Robert E. Lee, at the 
Battle of Fredericksburg.

1884 - Percy Everitt received a 
patent for the first coin-operated 
weighing machine.

1966 - The rights to the first four 
Super Bowls were sold to CBS and 
NBC for total of $9.5 million.

December 14
1903 - Orville Wright made the 

first attempt at powered flight. The 
engine stalled during take-off, and 
the plane was damaged in the 
attempt. Three days later, after 
repairs were made, the modern avi-
ation age was born when the plane 
stayed aloft for 12 seconds and flew 
102 feet.

1946 - The U.N. General Assem-
bly voted to establish the United 
Nation’s headquarters in New York 
City.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day

Jumbles: FOCAL  ROBOT  FOLLOW  TACKLE
Answer: Preparing for the Labor Day cookout was -- A LOT OF WORK
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Housing prices set record
HEALTH AND HOME

By Zach Wichter
Bankrate.com (TNS)

Housing prices have continued 
to surge during the pandemic 
at a rapid pace, with one index 
showing a record jump in recent 
months.

The Federal Housing Finance 
Agency's quarterly housing 
price index rose 3.1% in the 
third quarter over Q2 2020, the 
largest gain since that data has 
been collected starting in 1991, 
according to Lynn Fisher, deputy 
director of FHFA's division of 
research and statistics. The 
index also showed a 7.8% 
increase in prices over the third 
quarter of 2019.

Meanwhile, the monthly S&P 
Corelogic Case-Shiller Index 
analysis showed a 7% gain in 
average home prices in all nine 
U.S. census divisions in Septem-
ber, compared with a 5.8% rise in 
August.

"Record low mortgage rates, 
the geographic flexibility of work-
from-home, and demand that 
far exceeds the limited supply of 
homes available for sale continue 
to push home prices higher," said 
Greg McBride, Bankrate's chief 
financial analyst.

Since the start of the pan-

demic, real estate has remained 
a rare bright spot in an otherwise 
dark economic picture.

Lockdowns and working from 
home trends coupled with histor-
ically low mortgage interest rates 
prompted many people to move, 
especially out of cities and into sub-
urbs in search of more space.

"Housing experienced a 
v-shaped recovery that helped 
boost the overall US economic 
recovery during the summer and 
early fall," Fisher said in a video 
released by FHFA. "While a great 
deal of uncertainty remains, we 
expect housing markets to remain 
tight, putting upward pressure on 
home prices in the near term."

It's likely that mortgage rates 
will begin climbing in the coming 
months, though they'll still remain 
low compared to historical trends. 
Even so, housing stock is expected 
to remain limited, so home prices 
are unlikely to fall off significantly.

The trend doesn't just benefit 
homeowners looking to sell, either. 
Higher home prices means more 
equity for all homeowners. If you 
own your house and want to stay 
put, now is a great time to con-
sider tapping that equity for some 
improvement projects or other 
investments.

Sharpen your knife skills, avoid injury during holidays
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

The kitchen can be a chaotic 
place during the holidays. With all 
of the cooking, baking and food 
preparation, kitchen knife mishaps 
can occur.

In this Mayo Clinic Minute, Mayo 
Clinic experts weigh in on how 
to avoid an unnecessary trip to 
the emergency department for a 
kitchen knife injury.

People tend to do a lot more 
cooking around the holidays, and 
all of that chopping and carving in 
the kitchen can lead to more hand 
injuries.

"We've had patients who have, 
unfortunately, stuck a knife through 
their hand as it slipped," says Dr. 
Sanj Kakar, a Mayo Clinic orthope-

dic surgeon.
"So we see a lot of these injuries 

happen over the holiday season."
Dr. Kakar says kitchen knife cuts 

can be serious, even devastating.
"In the hand, you know, it's very 

complicated. We worry about 
injury to bones, hand fractures, but 
other things, (such as) if we cut 
the tendon, which is the rope that 
moves our hands and fingers, or 
nerve injury or even blood vessel 
injuries."

Before you take a stab at carv-
ing up that tough autumn vegeta-
ble, make sure you're using the 
right technique. Mayo Clinic Exec-
utive Chef Jen Welper explains 
a common mistake people make 
while using a knife:

"Don't go straight down with 
your knife. Just kind of already 
make contact inside of it, and 
then help push down," Welper 
says.

She adds that using sharp 
knives to drive into what you're 
cutting will not only require less 
pressure, but also can help keep 
the food or knife from slipping.

Some other tips to avoid hand 
injuries include:

Slice away from your hand and 
keep your fingers clear of the 
blade.

Never use the palm of your 
hand as a cutting board.

Keep your eyes on your 
cutting. Avoid distractions and 
alcohol.

Apartment landlords lure renters with more freebies
By Steve Brown
The Dallas Morning News (TNS)

Renters searching for an apart-
ment deal won't have to look far.

More than 34% of apartments 
nationwide are offering some kind of 
freebie to attract tenants, according 
to a new report from Zillow.

Apartment rental concessions 
across the country have zoomed 
higher in the last year as land-
lords have scrambled to sign new 
tenants during the pandemic. The 
giveaways usually involved periods 
of free rent, gift cards or other 
enticements.

More than 41% of apartment 

properties in the Dallas-Fort Worth 
are offering concessions. D-FW-
area rental incentives have soared 
from just 23.7% in October 2019.

In the D-FW area, the conces-
sions amount to more than an 
11% rent reduction, Zillow analysts 
estimate.

The increase in apartment 
freebies has caught the attention of 
young renters who are moving away 
from home or into larger apartments 
to take advantage of the bargain 
offers.

"The effective savings rate is what 
renters would save on their typical 

housing costs over the course of 
their lease because of both lower 
rent prices and concessions," 
Zillow economist Joshua Clark 
said in the report. "Those savings 
could be enough to cover the cost 
difference between a one-bed-
room and a two-bedroom unit."

Among the major Texas metros, 
the biggest apartment incentive 
share was in the Austin area at 
almost 46%. Houston had the 
fewest apartments offering free-
bies — about 37% of the market.

A typical unit rents for $1,572 a 
month.


