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Mother, son spend first 
holiday season away 
from home, family
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By John Toth
The Bulletin

It was Christmas, the first one 
either of them had spent away from 
family.

In a strange country, where they 
spoke a strange language, an 
11-year-old boy and his mother were 
looking for a new home. 

They had a place to live; they 
rented a room from a very nice 
landlady near the center of Vienna, 
Austria. She treated them like family.

They needed a new country after 
escaping from neighboring commu-

nist Hungary in March of that year.
The mother escaped from an 

oppressive regime controlled by the 
Soviet Union, but also from a bad 
marriage. They were equally import-
ant to her, perhaps the marriage 
being a larger burden on her than 
the system.

She took her son and left after 
more than a year of planning and 
buying forged papers needed for the 
escape. The communists in Hungary 
were still harsh in the 1960s. It took 
them a few more decades to chill out.

It’s not easy to break family ties, 
not even when you live in poverty 
and are in a marriage with an alco-
holic. But that’s when risking going 
into the unknown West looks a lot 
better than staying home; when five 
years in prison seems worth the risk 
to try to get away, past the electri-
fied border fence, guard dogs and 
machine gun towers.

She tried to get away during 
the 1956 Revolution, but she had 
a 9-month-old son and was sick. 
She would have had to walk many 

Ramblings

Merry Christmas
From our Bulletin family

Why we celebrate Christurkmas

Lots of joy at River’s End this Christmas
By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

River’s End is blessed this Christ-
mas Season.

 We have the usual wildlife, 
beautiful sunsets and sunrises, and 
Rigid Constructors (the company 
working on opening the river mouth) 
broke through the dam of sand into 
the Gulf at 11 a.m. 
Dec. 9.

 By Christmas 
time, they should be well on their 
way to dredging out 1800 feet into 
the Gulf, cleaning up the channel 
and removing pipes as they are 
finishing the job.

We’ve already been seeing an 
uptick in fishes in the river. Merry 
Christmas to us.

Another thing this year, we are 
blessed with neighbors who are 
bringing new life to River’s End.

 Not only did they help and look 

after us all when Hurricane Nich-
olas came to call, but new people 
are discovering their Air bnb, intro-
ducing them to this magical place.

 They bring a touch of whimsy to 
every holiday.

 Iverna hand-raised her free-
range chickens (it’s a treat when 
they come to call) and installed 

signs to protect 
them: Slow – 
Chickens at Play. 

They’ve decorated their houses to 
the nines.

 The sign welcoming folks to 
Fisherman’s Isle is decorated. The 
Fiddler is playing his fiddle to a 
6-foot-tall Flamingo (the Spoon bills 
now have something to aspire to). 
They are lit up and in holiday dress. 

I smile every time I think of this. I 
laughed out loud the first time I saw 
it. A joyful Christmas to us!

Homeless veterans at Warrior’s Refuge 
find comfort in equine therapy program
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

“I found myself free to express 
my feelings, even crying a little. I 
can honestly say I felt spiritually 
uplifted.” 

So wrote a veteran after par-
ticipating in an 
equine therapy 
program at War-
rior’s Refuge, a shelter for homeless 
veterans in West Columbia.

The psychotherapy program uses 
horses to help heal veterans dealing 
with such issues as substance 
abuse and PTSD.

Although the number of homeless 
veterans is declining, it is still a 
national problem. The Department 
of Veterans Affairs estimates there 
are 40,000 veterans without a place 
to go on any given night.

Based on what is called the 
Eagala Model, the 
equine therapy 
program uses a 

collaborative approach that includes 
a credentialed mental health profes-
sional, a qualified equine specialist, 
the client and horses.

The program was started at the 

By Shirley Prihoda
The Bulletin 

There was a time not too long ago 
when blended families were rare. 
Now, it’s an anomaly to have the 
parents you were born to under the 
same roof. Sometimes the “blend-
ing” works as the name implies, and 
sometimes it doesn’t. 

If you find yourself in the latter 
situation, there’s work to be done. 
First, pack away the expectations of 
a Hallmark movie Christmas. I am 

certain if we could see behind the 
scenes, most of the writers are writ-
ing about the Christmas for which 
they wished. 

Next, appreciate the fact that 
the ugly sweater contest lasts for a 
microsecond unless the AC is set on 
65°.  Acknowledge and accept the 
fact there will not be an “over the 
hills we go” jingle bell sleigh ride to 
grandma’s house. Mainly because 
there’s more grandmas than can be 



Page 2  THE BULLETIN   December 21, 2021     (979) 849-5407   www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

WEATHER HISTORY
ON THIS DAY

December 22, 1961 - Holiday 
travel was paralyzed over extreme 
northeastern Kansas, and adja-
cent parts of Missouri, Iowa and 
Nebraska. The storm produced 5 to 
15 inches of snow, with drifts up to 
ten feet high.

December 23, 1983 - The 
temperature plunged to 50 degrees 
below zero at Williston ND to equal 
their all-time record. Minneapolis 
MN reported an afternoon high of 
17 degrees below zero, and that 
evening strong northerly winds 
produced wind chill readings of 100 
degrees below zero in North Dakota.

December 24, 1872 - Extreme 
cold gripped the Upper Midwest on 
Christmas Eve. Downtown Chicago 
reported an all-time record low of 
23 degrees below zero, which stood 
until January 1982.

December 25, 2004 - Snow 
fell on Christmas Day in Deep South 
Texas. Snow totaled 4.4 inches in 
Corpus Christi, making it the second 
White Christmas ever. Farther north, 
Victoria had their first white Christ-
mas on record when 12.5 inches of 
snow fell.

December 26, 1776 - George 
Washington crossed the ice clogged 
Delaware River. He marched on 
Trenton in the midst of snow and 
sleet thus surprising and capturing 
many of the British garrison.

December 27: 1982 - The 
worst Louisiana rainstorm in more 
than 100 years came to an end. 
More than 18 inches fell at Vinton, 
LA, during the three day storm.

DECEMBER 22 DECEMBER 23 DECEMBER 24 DECEMBER 25 DECEMBER 26 DECEMBER 27 DECEMBER 28



cold air mass -- over New England 
to meet a warm moist low-pressure 
system coming off the Gulf Stream. 

Also part of the recipe is the 
icing of Hudson Bay a week before 
Christmas, as cold air generator, 
then the U.S. Navy setting off mas-
sive explosions to create “fireballs 
large enough to heat the air column 
and get a low-pressure system 
started.” 

Now with colliding warm and cold 
air masses, “your winter wonderland 
might go by itself... the warm air 
heading northward... the cold air 
pushing south under it, and snow 
underfoot from Georgia to New 
Jersey by Christmas morning,” said 
Riordan.

All sounds too expensive and 
technological for even a seriously 
tongue-in-cheek Santa to land a 
sleigh on.  For now, maybe better 
just hitch up a few reindeer and 
head for the high mountains.
Santa Claus is whatever you 

want him to be
Q. Of the many different kinds of 

love, which does Santa Claus most 
embody, on this holiday so rich in 
symbolism?

A. Santa Claus (Father Christ-
mas, Pere Noel, etc.) represents 
paternal love to children, brotherly 
love to merchants, romantic love to 
Mrs. Claus - in the movies about the 
couple - and selfless love (agape) to 
those who seek a deeper meaning 
to Christmas, says Stanley Krippner, 
Ph.D., executive faculty member of 
the Saybrook Graduate School and

Research Center.
“Santa Claus is like a Ror-

schach inkblot; he can be many 
things to many people.  And this is 
one reason why he has survived 
over the centuries, in one form or 
another.” 

His morality (he knows if you 
have been “naughty or nice”), his 
ability to sell merchandise to people 
who are moved by the “spirit of 
giving” (whether through altruism, 
guilt or manipulation), his connec-
tion with Christian spirituality (the 
benevolent Saint Nicholas) and 
pagan spirituality (the red-and-white 
psychedelic mushroom custom 
along with the sacred deer from 
shamanic folklore), and his indus-
trious, workaholic habits (which 
make him a good husband) provide 
something for everyone.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.
Places where there is a guar-

anteed white Christmas
Q. Instead of just “dreaming of 

a white Christmas,” why not go 
to where it’s a surefire thing? So, 
where?

A. Paradise Lodge at an eleva-
tion of 5,000 ft. on the south slope 
of Mt. Rainier in Washington State 
would be a good bet, with 100% 
chance of snow on the ground and 
near-100% of a fresh fall, if not 
a snowstorm on Christmas, says 
meteorology Professor Steven 
Businger of the University of Hawaii. 
“This is the location of the current 
record annual snowfall for planet 
Earth.”

More generally, you might travel 
to a west-facing high mountain 
slope either in the Pacific Northwest 
(British Columbia, Washington, 
Idaho) or Japan (Hokkaido) or 
Scandinavia (Sweden), says Penn 
State’s Paul Knight.

From many locations, going 
northward into Canada, or Alaska, 
or far northern Europe, or Siberia 
will dramatically brighten your whit-
ening prospects, says Gary Lessor 
of Connecticut State. 

“But depending on the particu-
lar year, unless you go to a high 
latitude high mountaintop (above 
the ‘snow line’) what seems like a 

sure thing may end up a very cold 
rain.” Still, it would take a blizzard of 
bad luck to miss with Quebec City, 
Thunder Bay, Yellowknife or Iqaluit, 
all listed by Environment Canada 
at 100% chance of a snow cover. 
The same for Bettles, Alaska, says 
the National Climatic Data Center’s 
“Probability of a White Christmas.” 
In fact, Bettles is at 100% even in 
the 10-inches category.

So ho-ho-ho as you merrily 
peruse the snow charts. But if you 
don’t like your hometown chances 
and don’t want to travel far, go to 
a nearby ski resort and watch their 
“cannon” shoot out a fine water 
spray to produce snow, says Roger 
Highfield in “The Physics of Christ-
mas.” 

But this alone won’t do: Ice 
crystals won’t just crystalize in thin 
air but must be “seeded.”  Lacking 
floating atmospheric dust, “the 
snow-makers use harmless bacteria 
for the job. 

The resulting snow is not as good 
as the real thing, and tends to be 
lumpy.” But it’s the right color and 
there on demand.  

Taking this to extreme gedan-
kenexperiment, Highfield notes a 
scheme by severe weather expert 
Allen Riordan that has the U.S. and 
Canadian governments heightening 
the Canadian Rockies to re-route 
the “Santa Claus flow” -- a Siberian 

Eight

1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup

Chicken Tamales: By advance order

Pork or Chicken
Tamales

Tues - Friday  4:30 AM - 1:00 PM
Sat - Sunday  5:00 AM - 2:00 PM
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Our 27th year of publishing!

Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

IS IT POSSIBLE THAT YOU 
COULD LET ME OFF WITH A 
WARNING?: A parole officer, visit-
ing a parolee’s home in Altoona, 
Pa., discovered five guns, includ-
ing a sawed-off, double-barreled 
shotgun and a .44 caliber handgun 
with no serial number, as well as 
crack cocaine, methamphetamine, 
marijuana, black tar heroin, $480 
in counterfeit $20 bills and an 
Altoona police badge and identifi-
cation belonging to a retired officer. 
The parolee has a criminal history 
dating back to the 1980s. 

REVENGE OF THE FUTON 
BUG: An apartment building in 
Des Moines, Iowa, caught fire 
when an occupant “attempted 
to light a bug on fire on a futon.” 
Police said the building “lit up like a 
tinderbox.” 

BOY, OH BOY, WAS THAT 
FUN!: A man stole a street 
sweeper from a construction site at 
1:30 in the morning and led police 
on a slow-speed chase through 
Richmond, Ind., swerving at people 
like he was trying to hit them and 
driving through people’s yards. The 
pursuit, at 10 to 15 mph, lasted for 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to john.bulletin@gmail.
com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

about an hour, and ended when 
the thief drove the sweeper into the 
Whitewater River, and then tried to 
flee on foot. 

BAD DOG! BAD DOG! … 
YOU’RE A WHAT?: A man 
bought what he thought was a 
puppy dog, which he named Run 
Run, from a shop in Lima, Peru, 
and the animal initially played 
happily with other pet dogs in the 
neighborhood But, when it grew up, 
it showed a real passion for chas-
ing and killing ducks and chickens. 
Turns out, it wasn’t a dog at all but 
an Andean fox. 

I’VE BEEN MEANING TO 
TURN MYSELF IN, OFFICER, 
HONEST: Police in Whites Creek, 
Tenn., arrested a man who had 
nine outstanding warrants against 
him, including four felony proba-
tion violations and two aggravated 
assault charges. He gave detec-
tives a fake driver’s license and so 
was charged with identity theft and 
false identification. 

WHAT ARE YOU LOOKIN’ 
AT, PAL!? … WHAM!: A tourist, 
observing elk herds near Estes 
Park, Colo., refused to move away 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/

Angleton Manor Apartments
979-849-0115  . AngletonManor APTS.com

1100 Buchta Rd. Angleton. TX 77515

$99 MOVE-IN SPECIAL*

. Spacious 1 & 2
  Bedrooms. Walk-in Closets. Sparkling
  Swimming Pool. Easy Access to 
    Hwy. 288 REDUCED RATES*

*See office
  for details

when he saw a bull elk approach 
the alpha elk defending his harem, 
despite shouted warnings by others 
to do so. When the two elks made 
eye contact and started showing 
teeth, he walked right in front of 
them, causing one of the animals 
to lunge forward and flip the man 
head over heels. 

HI, REMEMBER ME? I’M 
BACK!: A man, who left his home 
in Selva di val Gardena in the 
Italian Alps when his father died 24 
years ago and cut all contact with 
his family, returned in the middle of 
the night and stabbed his brother 

in the chest. An attorney said the 
attacker may have been angry 
about the terms of their inheritance, 
which included the house the victim 
still lives in, and has been nurturing 
a grudge ever since. 

THIS IS GETTING TO BE 
A HABIT: A vagrant robbed the 
same store in Fairfax, Va., four 
different times over a three-month 
period, each time assaulting an 
employee, and stealing cash from 
the register as well as merchan-
dise. The man, of no fixed address, 
was seen on surveillance footage 
and identified by an informant. 
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1966 (From Page 1)

2 BR’s Starting at $775

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

Assistant Manager Needed: 
Experience Preferred. Apply 

In Person, The Lodge At 
Timbercreek, 200 Timbercreek 

Drive, Richwood

We Buy All 
Mobile Homes

In Parks, On Land, All 
Condition, All Ages

New & Used.  No Fees! Fast!
Friendly offer in 24 Hours!

Call Now
(713) 929-2517

$99miles in the cold and snow to get 
to the border. Many did it. She and 
her husband decided that the time 
wasn’t right, and they stayed.

Ten years later, a lot had 
changed, and she decided to try it 
with her son, whom she had forged 
onto her passport.

When the train pulled away from 
the Hungarian border, she was 
visibly relieved. Whatever happened 
from here on, it didn’t matter. The 
hardest part of her life was over. 
She could handle it from here. 

The son enrolled in a public 
school in Vienna and had a pretty 
good handle on the German lan-
guage. They worked together to 
solve problems. They made a good 
team.

But the Christmas season plays 
tricks with your emotions in a 
strange land where they speak 
a strange language. They made 
friends easily. But during Christmas, 
friends celebrate with their own 
families.

She noticed that the boy was 
looking at toys in the toy store 
window as they walked past it each 
night. He didn’t say anything - just 
looked and then resumed walking.

“What do you want for Christ-
mas,” the mother asked? 

There was a short pause. “Noth-
ing, really.” But that wasn’t true. 
He wanted the racing car set, the 
cowboy outfit with the gun belt, toy 
gun and sheriff’s badge. He wanted 
the train that went in a circle on its 
own tracks.

What they both wanted the most 

was impossible - to spend Christ-
mas 1966 with family. Or was it?

There was a knock on the door. 
“Would you like to join us for Christ-
mas?” asked the landlady.

“Come on,” said the woman to 
her son as she accepted the landla-
dy’s invitation.. 

When they entered her living 
room, the landlady’s family was all 
smiles. The black-and-white TV set 
was turned on, and on the program 
they were singing Christmas songs. 
The big Christmas tree in the corner 
was all lit up. 

There were all kinds of presents 
under it. Three of them were for the 
son - the racing car set, the cowboy 
outfit and the toy train.

The boy was ecstatic and began 
hugging everyone in the room. His 
mother had set it all up. She said 
later jokingly that it was a lot easier 
than setting up the escape. 

The landlady’s phone rang. 
She picked it up and waved at the 
woman and her son to come over 
to her. The woman's mother was 
on the other end. “Hi grandma,” the 
son yelled. They talked for a few 
minutes before the call ended. The 
tears continued.

“How did you set this up,” the boy 
asked.

She didn’t. The landlady’s hus-
band did. It was a gift from them. 
Christmas then continued with the 
woman and boy’s temporary family. 
The boy played until he fell asleep 
next to the toy train. It turned out to 
be a great Christmas.

A year later, the boy and his 
mother celebrated Christmas 
in their new home in the United 
States. I’ll tell you that story next 
Christmas. 

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Meals served at 11:30 a.m. Menu sub-
ject to change. Meals-on-wheels available 
- call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/low sugar 
meals available - call before 8 a.m. Take-
out orders also available, call by 10:30 
a.m. for pick-up at 11 a.m. Transportation 
to the center available - call by 8:30 a.m.

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 22 through FRI., 
Dec. 24 - CENTER CLOSED. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS!

Monday, Dec. 27: Chicken Fried 
Steak, gravy, zucchini & tomatoes, spiced 
apples, peaches & cottage cheese, garlic 
toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 28: Mexican cas-
serole, cooked cabbage, corn, pears & 
cottage cheese, cornbread, dessert.

Service continues through Thursday, 
Dec. 30, and CENTER CLOSED for New 
Year’s Eve, Friday, Dec. 31.

DID YOU KNOW?
• In the 1823 poem, A Visit from Saint Nicholas, which originally introduced 

the world to Santa’s reindeer, two of the flying creatures had slightly differ-
ent names, according to Syracuse.com. Donner and Blitzen were instead 
Dunder and Blixem, which is a Dutch way to refer to “thunder and lightning.”

• Plenty of communities hold Santa Claus parades, and each one is spe-
cial in its own way. However, the parade that happens each year in Peoria, 
Illinois, is the oldest parade of its kind in the U.S. It has taken place every 
holiday season since 1888.
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#1
101 Clements St

Angleton, Texas 77515
(979) 849-3308

#2
116 E. Plantation

Clute, Texas 77531
(979) 265-2220

HAPPY HOUR
2-6 PM MON-FRI

20 Wings (Hot, BBQ or Lemon Pepper)

a Bucket
of Beer

+

(Your choice of beer)

$4000

DINE-IN . TAKE-OUT . DRIVE-THRU
CALL US FOR YOUR NEXT CATERING

1205 E. Mulberry, Angleton
Call (979) 864-3666 or visit mywildwestbbq.com

SMOKED WHOLE TURKEY
12-15 LBS.                                     (LARGE: $59.99)

FAMILY PACK 
3 PINT SIDE ORDERS, 1 LB. BRISKET, 
1 LB. SAUSAGE, 1 WHOLE CHICKEN

PARTY PACK 
1.5 LBs. BRISKET, 1LB. SAUSAGE, 2 LBS. RIBS
2 WHOLE CHICKENS, 6 PINT SIDE ORDERS

Merry Christmas from our family to yours

Just in time for the Holidays

$4999

$5299

$11499

When you buy an ad package from The Bulletin, your column-inch 
cost does not increase - ever - no matter how long the ad runs.

Brazoria County Judge Matt 
Sebesta was awarded the Distin-
guished Graduate Award from the 
Texas A&M Zachry Department of 
Civil and Environmental Engineer-
ing. 

The award was presented to 
Judge Sebesta at the Distin-
guished Graduate, Scholarship 
and Fellowship Banquet recently 
held at Texas A&M University. 
This award recognizes and 
honors former students who have 
excelled in professional leader-
ship and have had significant 
contributions and achievements to 
society. 

A recipient of this award may 
be nominated by any Texas A&M 
University former civil engineer-
ing graduate, any faculty or staff 
member within the department, or 
any former student of Texas A&M 
University. 

An anonymous committee of 
distinguished civil engineering 
practitioners and senior faculty 
reviews the nominations and 
selects recipients.

The Texas A&M Distinguished 
Graduate Award was established 
in 2000 to recognize and honor 
former students who excelled in 
their professional careers. Only 
101 students (including the 2021 
recipients) out of 15,000+ Civil 
and Environmental Engineering 
graduates have received this 
award since its formation.

"I am honored and humbled to 
have received this award," says 
County Judge Matt Sebesta. "I 
owe much of my success to the 
outstanding education I received 
at Texas A&M."

Judge Sebesta named as 
Texas A&M University’s  
‘distinguished’ graduate
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Easy sugar cookies for the holidaysEasy sugar cookies for the holidays
• 2 cups granulated sugar, 

divided
• 2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1/2 teaspoon baking 

powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 14 tablespoons (1 3/4 

sticks) unsalted butter, soft-
ened

• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 2 large eggs
• Royal icing, optional
1. Heat the oven to 350 

degrees. Spread 1/2 cup of the 
sugar in a dish for coating and 
set aside. In a separate bowl, 
whisk the flour, baking powder 
and salt together.

2. Beat the butter and 
remaining sugar together using 
an electric mixer on medium 

speed until light and fluffy. Beat 
in the vanilla, then the eggs, 
one at a time, until combined.

3. Slowly mix in the flour 
mixture until combined. 

4. Roll 2 tablespoons of 
dough at a time into balls, then 
roll in the sugar to coat. Lay 
the balls on parchment baking 
sheets. Flatten the cookies, 
then sprinkle sugar over the 
flattened tops.

5. Roll out the dough 1/4-
inch thick, sprinkle with some 
of the sugar and cut into festive 
shapes with cookie cutters. 

6. Bake the cookies 10 to 12 
minutes.

7. Let the cookies cool on 
the baking sheet for 10 min-
utes, then serve warm.

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE BULLETIN
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COLOR
WC chamber makes grand holiday showing

May peace be your gift this 
holiday season...and your 
blessings be abundant 
throughout the year!

off with a $500 grand prize, $250 
second place, and $150 third place. 
Winners reported that they would all 
be back next year, Casey said. 

The Holiday Market had a large 
attendance, and vendors reported 
that sales were brisk. The Heritage 
Hall was filled with balloon arches, 
poinsettias and an array of products 
and services.  

Santa’s Workshop, sponsored 
by the West Columbia Rotary and 
Chamber of Commerce, provided 
crafts for children as CBISD stu-
dents helped as elves. The children 
who participated created their own 
ornament and received a goody bag 
to take home. 

Christmas Performances by 
Jana’s School of Dance, the Danc-
ing Dolls and the CBISD Choir were 
well-received by a gracious and 
large audience. From the smallest 
tykes, to the more accomplished 
teenagers, all gave their time and 
talent.

Parade on the Street was 
reported to be one of the largest in 
West Columbia’s history and was 
the precursor to the First Street 
Dance and Christmas Under the 
Stars, the latter sponsored by First 
Baptist Church.

The Street Dance, sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce, was a 
family friendly affair with adults and 
children enjoying the hometown 
show by the Zach Walther Band. 
St. John’s Masonic Lodge #5 sold 
chicken barbecue dinners, and there 
was live music with Adam York. 

The chamber would like to extend 
its sincere appreciation for the com-
munity support and well-attended 
events, Casey said. The city revels  
in its strong sense of community, 
and locals are delighted to be part 
of a “small town with a big heart.”

County residents seemed eager 
to get out and celebrate after last 
year’s pandemic shutdowns, and 
other cities also sponsored a variety 
of festive holiday events to attend.

Brazoria offered its Christmas 
in Brazoria and the Sugar Plum 
Market. Clute and Sweeny each 
sponsored  their own Christmas in 
The Park; Freeport’s Holiday on the 
Brazos is a tradition with the Vintage 
Market added. Lake Jackson held 
its Festival of Lights, while Angleton 
had Christmas on the Square, and 
Alvin hosted Home for the Holidays.

Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

The West Columbia Chamber has 
had great success with its holiday 
events this year, and as the area 
continues to grow, so does the 
economy. 

LaBonne Casey, the Cham-
ber President, is passionate and 
motivated to help the city grow and 
partner with others to work together 
for the good of the city.

The success of this holiday 
season reflected the change hap-
pening in West Columbia.

 The shops in West Colum-
bia were lit up and ready for the 
holidays, starting with Moonlight 
Madness in November, successfully 
drawing local residents and visitors, 
with limos picking them up and 
driving them around to various retail  
sites. 

The Holiday Open House was the 
next event hosted. Sylvia Gibson of 
Flowers by Mary Lee is responsible 
for the idea to start it three decades 
ago. This well-attended event is 
a favorite in the western Brazoria 
County community with retailers and 
restaurants participating.

The Giving Tree is a four-year tra-
dition and culminated in 25 Giving 
Trees (fully decorated trees) given 
to foster families and CASA- sup-
ported families. This is the first year 
that the chamber and Columbia 
Historical Museum have partnered 
to showcase the Rosenwald School 
and the Giving Trees in a beauti-
ful setting with a prominent public 
location. Several hundred attended 
over the four days to view the trees 
and enjoy the Rosenwald School, a 
national treasure in its own right.

The First Chili Cook-off kicked Belle of the Brazos taking pictures with Santa at Light Up the First 
Capitol on Dec. 4. 

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE BULLETIN
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Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus
Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon 

wrote a letter to the editor of New 
York’s Sun, and the quick response 
was printed as an unsigned editorial 
Sept. 21, 1897. The work of veteran 
newsman Francis Pharcellus 
Church has since become history’s 

most reprinted newspaper edito-
rial, appearing in part or whole in 
dozens of languages in books.

DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years 
old. Some of my little friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, ‘If you see it in THE SUN it’s 

so.’Please tell me the truth; is there 
a Santa Claus?

VIRGINIA, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great universe of 
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, 
in his intellect, as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as mea-
sured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa 
Claus. He exists as certainly as love 
and generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty 
and joy. Alas! how dreary would be 
the world if there were no Santa 
Claus. 

It would be as dreary as if there 
were no VIRGINIAS. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolerable this 
existence. We should have no 
enjoyment, except in sense and 
sight. The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa 
Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what 
would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign 
that there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world are 
those that neither children nor men 
can see. Did you ever see fairies 
dancing on the lawn? Of course 
not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are 
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s 
rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the 
united strength of all the strongest 

men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all 
this world there is nothing else real 

and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he 

lives, and he lives forever. A thou-
sand years from now, Virginia, nay, 
ten times ten thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

Francis Pharcellus Church was 
an American publisher and editor. 
He was a member of the Century 
Association.  Born: Feb. 22, 1839, 
Rochester, N.Y.; Died: April 11, 
1906, New York, N.Y. Buried in 
Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

100 Hwy. 332, Lake Jackson
Inside Brazos Mall

(979) 297-4002

Hungry yet? 
Come see us!

Like us on Facebook

Merry
Christmas

from
our

family
to

yoursyours

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM THE BULLETIN
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THERAPY (From Page 1)

RIVER (From Page 1)

THE

SPACE
PLACE

Thank you, Angleton

979-848-14002370 E. Mulberry
Angleton

1/2 OFF
First Month's Rent

With This Ad

Come rent a space at our place! 

I’d like to give you all the following 
poem. The Bulletin ran the poem in 
Christmas 2019, but it’s my gift of 
joy to you this year.

‘Twas the night before Christmas 
when all down the river, 

A north wind was blowing, leaving 
all with a shiver.

The crab traps were placed in the 
river with care, 

In hopes that crab dinners would 
soon be there.

The wild ducks were nestled all 
snug in their beds,

While visions of summertime 
danced in their heads;

With Roy in his vest, and I wash-
ing dishes;

Had just contemplated catching 
winter-time fishes.

 When out on the river there 
came such a wake,

We sprang to the door to see 
what boat was the flake.

Away to the deck we flew like a 
flash and tore open the door, so we 
wouldn’t crash.

The moon’s silver ribbon on the 
river and so,

It looked like mid-day to all here 
below.

When, what to my wondering 
eyes should I see,

But a bearded old salt, come in 
from the sea.

That little old driver so lively and 
quick,

I knew in a moment it must be St. 
Nick.

More rapid than jet skis, his dol-
phins they came

And he whistled and shouted and 
called them by name.

Now, Swimmer, now, Dancer, now 
Flounder and Nemo!

On Flipper, on Keiko, on Spinner 
and Gulf Streamo,

To the end of the boat slip, to the 
edge of the dock,

Now swim away, swim away, 
please watch the clock.

As the dry sand that before the 
wild hurricane flies,

When they meet with an obstacle, 
mount to the skies,

So up on the deck top the dol-
phins they flew,

With the boatful of tackle, and St. 
Nicholas too.

And then, in a moment, I heard 
on the boards,

The whistles and clicks dolphins 
make in Fiords.

As we drew in our heads and 
were turning around,

Down the chimney St. Nicholas 
came with a bound.

He had on a slicker, and a Hawai-
ian shirt,

And his clothes were all covered 
with fishermen’s dirt.

A net full of tackle he had on his 
back

And he looked like he’d bought 
out Academy when opening his 
sack.

The lines round his eyes - how 
they wrinkled, his dimples, how 
merry!

His cheeks were all sunburned, 

his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn 

up like a bow,
And the beard of his chin was as 

white as the snow.
The stump of a pipe he held tight 

in his teeth,
And the smoke it encircled his 

head like a wreath;
His face, it was broad, and he 

had quite a belly
That shook when he moved like a 

bowl of Naval Jelly.
He was chubby and plump, like a 

current-day Beach Boy
And I thought ‘bout their song, 

Kokomo, that brought me such joy.
A wave of his hand, and that he 

didn’t run,
Soon let us know we could put up 

the gun.
He spoke not a word, but went 

straight to his work,
And filled all the stockings with 

top water’s and jerks,
Then leaving rods and reels – the 

ones that Roy chose,
And giving the hooks, up the 

chimney he rose.
He jumped in his boat, to his 

dolphins, gave a tome,
And away they all cruised, leaving 

just the sea foam.
But I heard him exclaim, ‘ere he 

went out of sight
MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL, 

AND TO ALL, A GOOD-NIGHT!
(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 

Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

shelter recently when Cesar Cantu, 
clinical director at Warrior’s Refuge, 
and Kevan Etheridge earned certifi-
cation as Eagala Model specialists.

Cantu serves as the mental 
health professional, and Etheridge 
serves as the equine specialist.

So far, six of the veterans at War-
rior’s Refuge have had at least one 
session with the horses.

Cantu is pleased with the results. 
“We get as much done in one 
session with the horses as we do in 
five or six sessions in a normal clinic 
setting.” 

Unlike what you see when horses 
are used in other rehabilitation 
programs, all the work is done on 
the ground. The horses are never 
ridden. 

Typically, the team picks an area 

of focus before the session starts. 
The veteran is then free to reflect 
on the day’s topic – say for instance 
relationships - while interacting with 
the horses in any way they wish.  

There is only limited interaction 
with the mental health specialist so 
whatever breakthroughs a veteran 
makes about himself are likely to be 
more profound because he discov-
ered them himself.

If you are like me, you are won-
dering why horses are used.

The Eagala website explains 
that a horse’s entire perception of 
a person is behavior-based. Words 
are not important to a horse, but a 
person’s body language, method of 
coping and approach are. Horses 
are impeccably accurate when it 
comes to reading non-verbal human 
communication.

This nature of a horse/human 

reaction requires that a person eval-
uate their own behavior and choose 
behaviors that produce the wanted 
responses from the horse. 

This interaction empowers clients 
to quickly learn the powerful prin-
ciple that “in changing myself I can 
change and improve my environ-
ment.”

The veteran quoted at the 
beginning of this story has a more 
personal explanation.

“I was in a corral with four horses 
of various breeds and ages,” he 
wrote. “So, I decided to spend this 
session grooming and caring for 
a couple of them. While I began 
this activity, I was encouraged by 
Cesar Cantu and Kevan Etheridge 
to communicate with the animals in 
any way I wished.”

He continued: “The time spent 
was very beneficial in helping me 

see that I am neither judged nor 
shamed by the animals and that by 
working with them I am a bit freer.”

The Warrior’s Refuge is in what 
used to be a nursing home, but it 
has been refurbished into a shelter 
for homeless veterans. 

Dr. Cliff Robertson, who at one 
time was a homeless veteran in 
need of help, serves as executive 
director of the shelter. Cantu han-
dles the day-to-day operations.

At this writing, the shelter has 53 
veterans staying there.

In addition to a place to live, the 
veterans have access to a wide 
range of services, including assis-
tance in obtaining benefits, per-
sonalized case management, food, 
clothing, professional counseling 
and skills training.

Cantu makes it clear to the 
veterans that the shelter is not a 
permanent residence. The veterans 
are expected to follow the rules, 
attend classes and do chores. 

Cantu, who is also a pastor at 

The Carpenter’s House in Oyster 
Creek, estimates the average stay 
for a veteran is about 90 days, but a 
veteran can stay up to two years.

Cantu hopes some day to have 
all the shelter’s veterans participate 
in the Eagala program.

 He currently leases land near 
Oyster Creek, where what he calls 
his Boots on the Ground program 
conducts the sessions with his six 
horses.

 The site also has more housing 
for veterans.   

Unlike the Warrior’s Refuge, 
which this year began receiving 
grants from the VA, the program 
with the horses is paid for out of 
pocket. 

Cantu and Etheridge hope the 
Eagala program will become so suc-
cessful that the VA will help fund it. 

(Ernie Williamson welcomes 
reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

If you enjoy reading The Bulletin weekly, please tell a friend about 
us and pick up an extra copy. To advertise, call 979-849-5407.
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(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

Christians believe God’s every word
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Q: Why do Christians believe 
that they have the only religion 
that leads to heaven? - H.B.

A: Christians believe God’s 
every word. Jesus said, “For the 
Son of Man has come to seek and 
to save that which was lost” (Luke 
19:10).

Who doesn’t want to be saved? 
Some years ago, a man’s plane 
crashed into the ocean. He 
survived the crash, but had blood 
on his forehead that attracted the 
sharks. He spent 10 hours kicking 
at the sharks to survive. 

Finally, he spotted an aircraft 
and waved his orange life vest. 
The pilot saw him, dropped a 
smoke canister, and radioed a 
Coast Guard cutter that was 12 
minutes away, saying: “Hurry! 
There’s a man down there sur-
rounded by sharks.” 

The Coast Guard swooped in 
and rescued him. The man did not 
need a new swimming technique 
in order to be saved; he needed 
outside intervention.

We all need outside intervention 
if we’re going to live eternally with 
God in Heaven someday. This 
is why God sent His Son on a 
rescue mission.

It isn’t narrow-minded to claim 
that there is only one way of 
salvation or that the Christian 
message leads to the right way. 

Do we fault a pilot for being 
narrow-minded when he or she 
follows the instrument panel while 
landing in a rainstorm? No, we 
want the pilot to remain narrowly 
focused! 

Millions of people today want 
salvation and the hope of Heaven, 
but on their own terms. Christians 
do not proclaim salvation in any 
other but Jesus Christ; “for there 
is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we 
must be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

The Christian hope is that 
everyone will come to know Jesus 
as their Savior. The greatest act 
a Christian can perform is to tell 
others about Him.

WANT TO BUY
TRAVEL TRAILERS
Even if repairs 
needed, Must 

have title.
(346) 244-8907

The story behind some famous classic holiday songs
• “Rockin’ Around the 

Christmas Tree” is a classic hol-
iday song that was released back in 
1958 with Brenda Lee singing the 
festive tune. Billboard notes that, 
when the song was recorded, Lee 
was only 13 years old. In the years 
since, it’s been re-recorded by other 
stars, including Kacey Musgraves, 
Justin Bieber and Miley Cyrus.

• All a cute, curly haired 10-year-
old girl named Gayla Peevey 
wanted for Christmas in 1953 was a 
hippopotamus.

And amazingly enough, after “I 
Want a Hippopotamus For 
Christmas” became the biggest 
hit song of that holiday season, 
she actually got one, a 700-pound 
baby named Matilda. She promptly 
donated it to the Oklahoma City 
Zoo, where it lived to be nearly 50, 
a ripe old age for hippos.

• “White Christmas” was 
written by Irving Berlin. (the same 
composer behind “Cheek to Cheek,” 
“God Bless America,” and many 
more classics), a Russian-born 
immigrant who, interestingly 
enough, did not celebrate Christ-
mas, as he was Jewish.

Berlin’s three-week-old son had 
died on Christmas day in 1928, so 
every year on December 25, he and 
his wife visited their baby’s grave. 
The deep secret of the song may 
be that it was Berlin responding in 
some way to his melancholy about 
the death of his son.

• “Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-
deer” was born out of a department 
store marketing assignment.

Chicago-based department store 
Montgomery Ward, which is an 
online retailer now, wanted to pass 
out free coloring books to children 
during the holiday shopping season 
of 1939.

Copywriter Robert L. May was 
tasked with writing a poem to go in 
the booklets. Drawing on his own 
childhood experience with bully-

ing, May created the character of 
Rudolph, a little reindeer ostracized 
for his shiny nose.

Rudolph was a huge hit, and 
Montgomery Ward distributed 2.4 
million free copies of the story in 
1939.

Company president Sewell Avery 
signed over the poem’s rights to 

May in late 1946 so that he could 
be compensated for his work. 

A decade after the character’s 
introduction, May’s brother-in-law, 
Johnny Marks, penned a tune to 
go along with the poem. In 1964, 
Rankin/Bass Productions came out 
with its famous stop-motion movie 
based on the story.
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getting carried away.
LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): If you 

hold your head high, you should be 
able to see the blessings that sur-
round you. Be proud of what you 
have accomplished and do not let 
negativity erode your confidence. 
You can look friends and loved 
ones in the eye this week.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Compassion can open your heart. 
You may be attuned to the needs 
of those with fewer resources and 
a smaller support system as the 
week passes by. You might be 
touched by tales of troubles that 
tug at your sympathies.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): Don’t 
let some extra money burn a hole 
in your pocket. Fight off the urge 
to argue about spending habits or 
unexpected bills. If you hold on to a 
few more dollars in the bank in the 
week ahead, you may be happier.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Defending yourself and being on 
the offense are two different things. 
If you are tactful, you can achieve 
cooperation between opposing 
factions. Loved ones can be prac-
tical but unpredictable in the week 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Friendships and fantasies can float 
you up above the mundane. Put 
business ideas on the back burner 
in the week ahead and focus on 
building a network of like-minded 
individuals. Someone can be a rock 
you can count on.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
You are likely a fabulous spinner of 
possibilities. Your ability to perceive 
what others need is enhanced, 
and you can deliver it. In the week 
ahead, do not be afraid to display 
admiration, praise, and apprecia-
tion for loved ones.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Listen to the creative ideas of your 
friends and family. This is not the 
right week to mold business strat-
egies or to influence the outcome 
by defending your beliefs. Use an 
imaginative flair for the dramatic at 
appropriate times.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
You may think that things are spin-
ning out of control or that someone 
is weaving a tale. As the week 
unfolds, you may feel like the traffic 
warden who must flash a “stop” or 
“go” sign to keep loved ones from 

ahead.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 

21): Smile and everyone might 
smile with you. Your friendliness 
and charm can impress and attract 
others, so this is an excellent time 
to make new contacts. Steer clear 
of signing financial contracts.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You may want to daydream 
as the week begins, but you 
should not forget to work hard to 
achieve your goals. Friends may 
point out flaws in your financial 
plans or problems that should be 
addressed.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18): 
Remaining flexible and calm in the 
face of adversity builds a more 
confident public persona. If you 
take pride in following the rules and 
honoring your commitments, you 
can conquer problems with style in 
the week ahead.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Working with a partner and blend-
ing your resources can lead to joint 
benefits. Family issues can force 
you to play detective to separate 
fact from fiction. Show a special 
someone your romantic side.

Bulletin horoscope

December 21
1620 - The “Mayflower”, and its 

passengers, pilgrims from England, 
landed at Plymouth Rock, MA.

1898 - Scientists Pierre and Marie 
Curie discovered the radioactive 
element radium.

1913 - Arthur Wynne published 
a new “word-cross” puzzle in the 
“New York World” in England. The 
name was later changed to “cross-
word.”

December 22
1895 - German physicist Wilhelm 

Röntgen made the first X-ray, of his 
wife’s hand.

1943 - Sporting goods manu-
facturers received permission to 
use synthetic rubber for the core of 
baseballs.

1961 - James Davis became the 
first U.S. soldier to die in Vietnam, 
while U.S. involvement was still 
limited to the provision of military 
advisers.

December 23
1783 - George Washington 

returned home to Mount Vernon, 

after the disbanding of his army 
following the Revolutionary War.

1788 - Maryland voted to cede a 
100-square-mile area for the seat 
of the national government. About 
two-thirds of the area became the 
District of Columbia.

1823 - The poem, “A Visit from St. 
Nicholas”, by Clement C. Moore (“ 
‘Twas the night before Christmas...”) 
was published.

December 24
1818 - Franz Gruber of Obern-

dorf, Germany, composed the music 
for “Silent Night” to words written by 
Josef Mohr.

1865 - Several veterans of the 
Confederate Army formed a private 
social club in Pulaski, TN, called the 
Ku Klux Klan.

1948 - For the first time ever, a 
midnight Mass was broadcast on 
television. It was held at St. Patrick’s 
Cathedral in New York City.

December 25
0 - Jesus Christ was born.
1776 - Gen. George Washington 

and his troops crossed the Dela-

ware River for a surprise attack 
against Hessian forces at Trenton, 
N.J.

1914 - During World War I, British 
and German troops observed an 
unofficial truce and even playing 
football together on the Western 
Front.

December 26
1865 - The coffee percolator was 

patented by James H. Mason.
1917 - During World War I, the 

U.S. government took over opera-
tion of the nation’s railroads.

1956 - Fidel Castro attempted a 
secret landing in Cuba to overthrow 
the Batista regime. All but 11 of his 
supporters were killed.

December 27
1845 - Dr. Crawford Williamson 

Long-used anesthesia for childbirth 
for the first time. The event was the 
delivery of his own child in Jeffer-
son, GA.

1947 - The children’s television 
program “Howdy Doody,” hosted 
by Bob Smith, made its debut on 
NBC.

Tribune Media Services

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

Across
1 Playground game
4 Theatrical backdrops
10 Academic pds.
14 4-Down may be added to it
15 Tour
16 Prose-fixing job
17 Expert
18 Settlement for prisoners
20 Iberian river
22 Countless years

23 One with cinco dedos
24 Place to display tchotchkes
29 Die down, as a storm
30 Type
31 “What was __ think?”
32 High-level H.S. classes
34 Prefix with cycle
35 Linseed oil source
36 She voices Elsa in “Frozen” films
39 PC connections
41 Little rascal

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week 42 “MASH” milieu: Abbr.
43 Slippery swimmer
44 Pre-1868 Tokyo
45 Like Stout’s Nero Wolfe
49 Approximately 247 acres
54 Govt. agency with an Informed 

Delivery service
55 Cry from a crib
56 Distant relative of the emu
57 Pocket money ... and what’s in 

the puzzle’s circles?
61 Supergirl’s symbol
62 Wheel cover
63 “That’s unnecessary”
64 GPS indication
65 Soap since 1965, familiarly
66 Like plans yet to be finalized
67 Grass in a roll

Down
1 Capital east of Denver
2 Site with many home pages?
3 Name spelled out in a Van Morri-

son song
4 “The Racer’s Edge”
5 Golf course hazard
6 Used as fuel
7 Donald Jr.’s mom
8 Many-voiced Blanc
9 Capital WNW of Denver
10 Psalm instruction
11 Three-time “Modern Family” 

Emmy nominee
12 Company that merged with 

Konica
13 Oinker’s digs
19 Siberian city
21 Eightsomes
25 French military cap
26 French film
27 “Hogan’s Heroes” colonel
28 Sly critter
33 Derogatory
34 Decision maker at home
35 “Show Boat” author
36 Apparent
37 Wild way to run
38 New way for many to meet
39 __ Moines
40 Giant redwood
44 Scots Gaelic
46 Old anesthetics
47 Makes sure of
48 Took off the board
50 Altar areas
51 Start of a demand
52 Bowling sites
53 “Well, shucks!”
57 Bygone Ford
58 Current events TV channel
59 “Woo-__!”
60 Savannah summer hrs.
C) 2021  TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.

APE  GNU  MOLE  MULE  HARE  MOUSE  MOOSE  ZEBRA  PANDA  ANTELOPE
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FAMILY (From Page 1)
counted on one hand. Well, there’s 
also the lack of white stuff covering 
the ground. 

When we blended our families in 
1989, my expectations were like a 
Hallmark movie. Reality was differ-
ent. Two of our three children were 
married to spouses of blended fami-
lies too, so the dynamics of planning 
Christmas took on a complexity that 
NASA would find challenging.

 After four years of planning, 
shopping, cooking, and cleaning 
the house so that it would look as if 
no one lives there, and then getting 
the kids for 30 minutes before they 
had to move on to another family 
and another meal, it was time to put 
away my expectations of a “perfect 
Christmas.” It was time to assess 
the basics of “who and what is 
important.” I vowed 1993 would be 
different. 

I waited a few weeks to ensure 
I could live with my plan, then told 
them the holidays going forward 
would look differently. Papa and 
I were going to combine Thanks-
giving and Christmas and select 
a day halfway between the two to 
celebrate both as one holiday. 

This way we could have them for 
this special day and also free them 
to celebrate the traditional days 
however they chose.

Surprisingly, there wasn’t any 
pushback. It may have had some-
thing to do with my sad face at 
Christmas, but I am attributing it to 
their holiday digestive system over-
load. At any rate, a plan was born, 
and it worked out nicely since the 
“who and what” is to give thanks for 
the Child born on Christmas day. 

A few years passed, and we 
shared our engineered holiday with 
others facing the same quandary 
of family expectations. It became 
apparent we needed to give our 
holiday a name. The children and 
grandchildren were charged with 
naming it. There were two require-
ments: The name had to include 
letters from each holiday,  and the 
winner would be determined by 
secret ballot. 

With all eyes watching intently, 
the suggestions were anonymously 
printed, and Papa and I read each 
aloud. Then everyone wrote their 
choice. To say the voting process 
was watched with greater intensity 
than a federal election would be an 
understatement. (Keeping things 
fair in blended families is a story 
for another day.) The votes were 
tallied, and our holiday had finally 
received a name worthy of renown: 
Christurkmas! 

Like our holiday’s name, our 
celebration is not traditional. We 
want the holiday to revolve around 
the Christ child, so we have prizes 
for Bible trivia. And then, there is 
the hotly contested Farkle champi-
onship, complete with a traveling 
trophy. Our new daughter-in-law 
won the Farkle championship in 
2020, and the trophy has been 
prominently displayed on her night-
stand all year! 

Grandma’s Gingerbread
Ingredients 
2  Sticks Butter
1  Cup Light Brown Sugar
¾ Cup Molasses 
2  Large Eggs, room temperature
3  Cups All-purpose Flour
2  Teaspoon Ground Ginger
1 Tablespoon Ground Cinnamon

½ Teaspoon Salt
1 ¼ Cups Whole Milk
2 Teaspoons Baking Soda 
Instructions
Preheat the oven to 300°F. Liber-

ally grease and flour two 9 x 5-inch 
loaf pans. 

In a large pot, gently heat the 
butter, sugar, and molasses until 
melted. Set aside to cool down.

Once cooled, beat the eggs 
together before whisking into the 
molasses mixture. 

Sift the flour, spices, and salt over 
the molasses mixture and whisk in 
until just combined. Warm the milk 
in the microwave or on the stove. 
Whisk the baking soda into the milk. 
You will see it bubble and activate. 
Immediately whisk the milk into the 
molasses mix until well combined. 
The batter will be thin, and that’s 
O.K. Pour into the prepared pans. 

Bake at 300°F for 45 minutes. 
Then cover the pans with aluminum 
foil and continue baking for another 

15 minutes. Covering with foil is 
particularly important! 

After an hour, remove the loaves 
from the oven. Let them rest for 5 
minutes, then remove from the pan 
and place each one in a large Ziploc 
bag. Zip the bag and allow the 
loaves to cool completely. This gives 
the loaves a wonderful sticky top.

(To contact Shirley, please send 
emails to john.bulletin@gmail.com 
or write to The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton, Tx. 77516)
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