
By John Toth
The Bulletin

“So this is Christmas
And what have you done
Another year over
A new one just begun”
                               - John Lennon
Many of you are thinking that No. 

1 on the Christmas “thankful” list is 
that 2020 is ending. But remember, 
dear reader, the cup is half full, not 
half empty.

I am grateful that our family has 
escaped the wrath of the pandemic, 
at least so far. There was that 
one time when I thought I had it, 
but tested negative and got over 

it, whatever it was. Our thoughts 
and prayers go out to the families 
that suffered through the virus. We 
certainly hope that it has not caused 
a tragedy in your family.

I am grateful that my younger 
son, Bobby, who served two mis-
sions in Afghanisan as a medic in 
the United States Air Force, came 
back in one piece both times.

I am grateful that of the zillions of 
tropical storms and hurricanes this 
year, none came near us, although 
the spaghetti models kept us on 
our toes. We could have very easily 
been in the eye of several of them, 
or on the dirty side. 

By Janice R. Edwards
The Bulletin

COVID-19 has changed everything this year, 
including sending out Christmas cards.

I think I mentioned in an earlier column that I 
used to sit at a kiosk at a drug store and create my 
Christmas cards. I didn’t do it this year because the 
time it takes to make them would possibly expose 

me to the virus for too long. 
But the urge to create something for people I 

care about is still there. So I thought I’d make my 
column into a card of sorts for my “customers.” It 
contains a picture I took, then a sentiment for the 
inside of the card and also a recipe card as a little 
gift for my readers.

Before you get to my card, I’d like to share with 
you why I used the picture I did. I have used it on 
Christmas cards before, and maybe some of you 
have seen it, but it still means a lot to me because 
it is the reason for a series of “firsts” for me. It’s 
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Memories are made of this

My Christmas card to you
and hot buttered rum

A snowfall made it a very special Christmas in 2004 for the Texas Gulf Coast, and this photo, 
taken by Bulletin columnist Janice R. Edwards, is your newspaper Christmas card from her.

Have you watched any good TV Shows?

Holidays are for cooking, making pies
By Edward A. Forbes
The Bulletin

I like to cook. 
I only cook occasionally, now as 

I live alone. When I do, I still cook 
in quantity for multiple people; old 
habits die hard. I try to clean up as 
I cook because I make a big mess. 
I dirty lots of dishes, and if I use 
flour, look out. 

My family gathers for holidays 
and other special occasions. Our 

gatherings always involve a meal, 
whether at home or out. In 2020’s 
environment, we are usually at 
home.

We always divide the cooking 
duty with each adult family member 
having a dish or dishes they regu-
larly prepare. This Thanksgiving I 
roasted a turkey and made three 
pies. I love making pies, except the 
pie shells. I leave those to Marie 

That warm fuzzy Christmas feeling
By Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

Every family has traditions, such 
as leaving milk and cookies out for 
Santa, opening a 
gift on Christmas 
Eve right before 
going to bed, drinking hot chocolate 
while watching Charlie Brown on TV, 
or sharing Christmas with someone 
less fortunate.

I love all of these traditions. 
My parents used to buy a tree 

every year, and we would come up 
with a theme for the decorations. 

Then we would 
decorate it as a 
family. The tree 

would then be given to a family that 
didn’t have a Christmas tree. 

This was one of my favorite 
Christmas memories growing up, 
and it was fun coming up with the 
different themes. 

One of my favorite themes was 
“Winter Wonderland.” Every deco-
ration was blue and silver. Once the 
tree was decorated, the families got 
to choose which tree they wanted, 
and everyone had “that warm fuzzy 
feeling” - that feeling cannot be 
bought. It feels like Christmas. 

My parents are now grandpar-
ents. This “kid” is now a new parent 
as of this year. Now that I have my 
own family, I wanted to start a new 

By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

Have you noticed in chatting 
with friends these days that the 
conversation often turns to who has 
watched what on which television 
outlet? I have. 

Whether you have traditional 
broadcast television, cable or 
streaming, there is an explosion of 
new programming.

And, more than ever, people love 
talking about it. They talk about 
shows they have binge-watched. 
They talk about hidden gems they 
have discovered and shows they 
didn’t like.   

All this TV talk is partly because 
of Covid-19. The pandemic has 

changed what we do with our time, 
and television outlets are profiting. 

Evidence?  Nielsen, the research 
firm, found that professionals work-
ing from home during the pandemic 
are spending two hours and 10 
minutes more per week watching 
TV during the day than they did 
before the coronavirus struck.

And Netflix has been a big bene-

The new mommy diaries

The View from My Seat
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Things about weather that will amaze you
• The biggest clouds are cumulo-

nimbus, climbing up to 6 miles high 
and holding up to half a million tons 
of water.

 • The largest hailstone recorded 
fell on 14 April 1986 in Bangladesh 
weighing 2.25lbs. The hailstorm 
reportedly killed 92 people.

Why did they start 
naming hurricanes?
Ever wonder how hurricanes get 

their names? And why do hurricanes 
have names at all? 

Meteorologists long ago learned 
that naming tropical storms and 
hurricanes helps people remember 
the storms, communicate about 
them more effectively, and so stay 
safer if and when a particular storm 
strikes a coast. 

These experts assign names to 
hurricanes according to a formal list 
of names that is approved before 
the start of each hurricane season. 
The U.S. National Hurricane Center 
started this practice in the early 
1950s. 

Now, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) generates 
and maintains the list of hurricane 
names. 

In the early 1950s, a formal 
practice for storm naming was first 
developed for the Atlantic Ocean by 
the U.S. National Hurricane Center. 
At that time, storms were named 
according to a phonetic alphabet 
(e.g., Able, Baker, Charlie), and the 
names used were the same for each 
hurricane season; in other words, 
the first hurricane of a season was 
always named “Able,” the second 
“Baker,” and so on.

In 1953, to avoid the repetitive 
use of names, the system was 
revised so that storms would be 
given female names.

In 1978–1979, the system was 
revised again to include both female 
and male hurricane names.

 • A single snowstorm can drop 
40 million tons of snow, carrying 
the energy equivalent to 120 atom 
bombs.

 • Thunderstorms can generate 
gusts of wind that can develop 
additional thunderstorms 100 miles 
away.

Dec. 23 Dec. 24 Dec. 25 Dec. 26 Dec. 27 Dec. 28 Dec. 29



“ghost images.” Here the moving 
structures appear displaced from 
their true body location.

It is virtually impossible to 
remain still for the entire MRI scan, 
and of course the heart and blood 
will move regardless, says Soren-
son. So, researchers have worked 
hard to suppress ghosts, since 
they interfere with image interpre-
tation. “Still, I think an experienced 
observer on careful inspection 
wouldn’t be fooled, except perhaps 
on images with no prominent arter-
ies, such as the hands and feet. 
In a vascular scan designed to 
show only the blood vessels, there 
would be nothing to see, because 
there would be no moving blood to 
create an image. That would be a 
‘dead giveaway.’”

TV screen photo shot
Q. You love that fetching face 

on TV, so you fetch your camera 
to snap a picture. Will her loveli-
ness be preserved for your photo 
album?

A. Better check the camera’s 
exposure time first, since at 
1/250th second - a typical indoor 
setting - it’ll be four times faster 
than the top-to-bottom scan 
(“refresh rate”) of the TV screen, 
says Louis A. Bloomfield in “How 
Things Work: The Physics of 
Everyday Life.” In that case, you’ll 
capture only maybe her scalp, or 
chin, or horizontal mask-strip of 
the eyes, a quarter-screen high. 
“While the TV’s scanning process 
easily fools your eye into seeing a 
complete image, a camera records 
exactly what it sees.” 

Slower film speeds and longer 
camera shutter times will more fully 
assuage your facial beauty fetish.
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Strange but True
By Bill Sones
and Rich Sones, Ph.D.

History of talk
Q. Blah. Blah. Blah. We humans 

sure know how to shoot the 
breeze. Besides skyrocketing sales 
for cell phone companies, is there 
any great value to all this talking?

A. Look at the classic “Homun-
culus,” or “little man,” of physiology 
text books, to see how huge the 
human brain area is devoted to our 
tongues, lips, mouths in general.

Language likely evolved in 
stages, first simple calls, then 
naming things, then representing 
ideas, say Mahlon Hoagland et al. 
in “Exploring the Way Life Works: 
The Science of Biology.” 

One idea led to another, spark-
ing our species’ brain circuitry, 
which in turn opened up new 
modes of comprehension. “It has 
been said that not only did we 
invent language, but language 
invented us.”

The evolution of consciousness 
followed, probably within the last 
10,000 years, as both a sense of 
“self” and “time” emerged. The 
“me” arrived, with all of our individ-
ual dramas, and then networking 
minds.

From awareness of past, pres-
ent and future came agriculture, 
calendars, and the ability to imag-

ine how life MIGHT be though isn’t 
yet, says Hoagland. This brought 
the gift of choice, free will, both 
individually and as a species, with 
consequences as yet unimagined.

Cadaver trick
Q. Hospital prankster slips a 

cadaver - presumably “sleeping” - 
into the MRI unit for imaging of the 
brain or torso. Would the techni-
cians necessarily notice?

A. Assume a “fresh” body was 
found, on its way to the morgue, 
no missing parts, no strange-look-
ing fluid pockets, no chemical 
preservatives pumped in yet that 
might make some tissues show 
up abnormally bright or not at all, 
poses University of Wisconsin 
medical physicist emeritus James 
A. Sorenson.

Now, the differences would 
be less obvious. Water after cell 
death gets redistributed, causing 
changes in tissue contrasts. For 
instance, the contrast between 
white matter and gray matter of the 
brain would be suppressed after 
cell death and deterioration. “An 
experienced technician MIGHT 
notice these changes. But, they 
would be subtle.”

“Dead or alive” would be easier 
to tell on side-by-side images, 
where any body movements or 
pulsatile flow might show up as 

DID YOU KNOW?

Baywood Foods Shopping Center

Small Ice Cream
Cone

redtoptexasstyleburgers.com

79
  Arlan's Market Shopping Center

NOW HIRING

• Weighlifting can help improve 
cognitive abilities, such as memory, 
reasoning, and attention.

• In movie credits, “&” and “and” 
have different meanings. “&” indi-
cates two writers that collaborated 
on a specific script; ’and’ indicates 
a writer having rewritten another’s 
work.

• Wolves put the needs of the 
entire pack before their own. All 
the wolves in a pack will help take 
care of pups, bringing food to the 
mother, so she doesn’t have to 
leave the den.
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Let us email you   
The Bulletin weekly

This is good time to sign up for 
our free email service. 

Then, each Tuesday we’ll send 
you an email with a link to the latest 
issue of The Bulletin.

All you have to do is go to our 
website:
  mybulletinnewspaper.com 
Scroll down to the bottom, where 

you’ll find a short form to fill out.
Fill in your email, first and last 

name, and hit “subscribe.” We’ll take 
care of the rest.

With the virus making outings 
a hassle in some cases, this is a 
convenient way to make sure that 
you don’t miss a single issue of The 
Bulletin. 

If you have any questions, please 
call (979) 849-5407, or email us at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com.

WONDER WOMAN 2020 
DOWN UNDER: An app on her 
phone signaled a woman that 
someone was stealing her Tesla 
from the car park of her apartment 
building in Canberra, Australia, so 
she and a friend sprang into action 
and drove after him, tracking her 
stolen vehicle with her iPhone. 
Then she used a phone app to 
place a speed limit on her car, roll 
down the windows and honk the 
horn, prompting the thief to pull 
over after about two blocks and 
flee. In his haste, he left his driver’s 
license behind. 

REFLECTIONS OF MY LIFE: 
Looking at a selfie she received 
from her boyfriend of four years, a 

The Bulletin wants to help you publicize your group’s events. Email them to 
john.bulletin@gmail.com, and we will make sure that it will be seen by our 
readers. To advertise, call (979) 849-5407.

lady saw a reflection in his sun-
glasses of another woman, with 
whom he was cheating. She imme-
diately dumped him. 

NO FREE LUNCH HERE: A 
woman tried to convince workers 
at a restaurant in Dallas, Ga., that 
she was an FBI agent and that they 
should give her free food. She kept 
up the ruse when the real cops 
arrived on the scene, pretending 
to talk through a radio in her shirt, 
saying that she was being arrested 
and asking the FBI to send help. 

FRIGHT NIGHT: A man 
returned to his home in Casa 
Grande, Ariz., at 4 in the morning 
on Halloween to find that a drunk 
had wandered into the house and 

was sitting at the kitchen table, 
eating a pizza the homeowner had 
purchased. 

THESE GUYS KNOW HOW 
TO HAVE A ‘BLAST’: After 
receiving 911 calls about explosions 
in the area, cops sped to a field in 
Vineland, N.J., where they found 
a group of men in a pickup truck 
towing a trailer with a cannon on 
it as well as two mortar tubes for 
fireworks and a bowling ball with a 
rope attached to it, which the men 
admitted they wanted to fire out of 
the cannon. The police also found 
a box containing black powder and 
other “explosive chemicals” as well 
as lots and lots of drugs. 

EXCUSE US FOR BEING 

SKEPTICAL, BUT WE HAVE 
OUR DOUBTS: New Hampshire 
police said that a man stole a 
5-foot-tall plum tree, Roselily plants 
and a lilac bush from a property in 
Cornish, and he replanted them in 
his own yard in Claremont. He told 
officers that the plants mysteriously 
appeared in his driveway soon after 
he was released from prison with 
a note welcoming him home. The 
cops did not believe him. 

WHY WE NEED MORE 
LIBRARIES AND ENGLISH 
TEACHERS: A contractor 
misspelled the word “library” - as 
“l-i-b-r-a-r-e-y” – on a street marking 
in the parking lot at the Indianapolis 
Library Services Center. 

facebook.com/
thebulletinbrazoriacounty/
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ficiary of the pandemic, adding more 
than 20 million subscribers during 
the first six months of the virus. 

With this surging interest in tele-
vision, I thought I would share with 
you my favorite Netflix offerings.

Mind you, I am no expert 
reviewer. My only qualification is 
that being a paraplegic in a pan-
demic has left me watching more TV 
than I want. 

Here are four shows you might 
want to check out … if you haven’t 
already.

THE QUEEN’S GAMBIT:  I know 
nothing about chess, so a series 
about an orphan chess prodigy with 
emotional problems didn’t appeal to 
me at first. In fact, I started it once 
and gave up. I tried it again at my 
daughter’s urging.

I am glad I did. It’s a terrific 
series, and I am not the only one 
who thinks so.  

The series is the most popular 
limited scripted series ever on 
Netflix, and the novel is now on the 
New York Times bestseller list … 37 
years after its publication.

New players have increased five-

fold on Chess.com, and inquiries 
for chess sets on eBay are up 250 
percent.

BORGEN:  Cited by Stephen 
King as his favorite television series 
of the year, Borgen is a political 
drama that tells how, against all 
odds, a minor politician becomes 
the first female prime minister of 
Denmark.

The series, which has been popu-
lar in Europe for years, is more than 
drama; it is politics made human. 
Think “West Wing” goes Nordic.

MANK: This biographical drama 
starring Gary Oldman centers 
around screenwriter Herman 
Mankiewicz who, with Orson Welles, 
wrote the screenplay for “Citizen 
Kane.” 

Among other screenplays he 
wrote or worked on were “The 
Wizard of Oz,” “Pride of the Yan-
kees” and “Dinner at Eight.”

Although the movie’s plot centers 
on Mankiewicz’s battle to get “Citi-
zen Kane” made his way, the movie 
also re-evaluates the Hollywood of 
the 1930s and 1940s

Why is that relevant today?   
Because there were claims of “fake 

news,” an economic depression and 
a Socialist running for governor of 
California. Sound familiar?

Not covered in “Mank” is how 
Mankiewicz wrote a screenplay 
called “The Mad Dog of Europe,” 
shortly after the ascendancy of 
Hitler. The main character in the 
anti-Nazi movie was named Adolf 
Mitler. Mankiewicz said that was “in 
case anyone is confused about who 
it was supposed to be.”

The movie never got made, 
however, because Hollywood 
studios were afraid of offending 
German-Americans.

RAKE:  If you are looking for 

some humor, you might try this 
Australian television comedy series 
about a brilliant lawyer battling 
self-destructive tendencies. 

But be aware that sometimes this 
kind of comedy makes one squirm 
in one’s seat as the lawyer casts 
political correctness aside while 

defending the indefensible – from 
bigamists to cannibals.  

It’s bloody good television.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes 

reader input. Please contact Ernie 
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or, 
send letters in care of The Bulletin, 
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)
We’re watching a lot of TV while waiting out pandemic

DID YOU KNOW?
• Crying helps your body release excess stress hormones, which is why 

you feel better after doing so.
• Maggie Smith (Professor McGonagall) was diagnosed with breast 

cancer during filming for “Harry Potter and the Half-Blood Prince.” She 
continued filming while undergoing chemotherapy because she didn’t want 
to disappoint the fans.

• When Elon Musk was 17, he spent a month living off $1 a day to see if 
he had what it took to become an entrepreneur. He ate a lot of hot dogs and 
oranges.
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I am grateful for being able to 
do each day exactly what I want 
and make a living doing it. I love all 
aspects of this business, and for 
more than 27 years I have created 
every week’s Bulletin from scratch. 

I am grateful that I don’t have 
to commute to work every day. I 
walk to work across the house from 
the bedroom to the office, making 
occasional stops in the kitchen and 
dining room. 

I have been working from home 
since 1983, when Metro Editor Mary 
Moody decided to hire me (for which 
I’m also grateful) as one of the 
nine department writers covering 
news for the Houston Chronicle in 
different area counties. I reported on 
Brazoria County.

We used a very expensive and 
awkward gadget to transmit stories 
into the Chronicle computer through 
phone lines. It was frustrating at 
times, but still better than driving to 
work.

I am grateful for a great family 
and the memories that accompany 
raising three children and having a 
wonderful, loving wife, who is also 
my business partner and confidant. 
We have been in this together for a 
long time, and we plan to continue 
what we’re doing in our personal 
and professional lives - forever. 

I am grateful for all the stories I 
could share with you, dear reader, 
including the one 17 years ago that 
we recently found about how I took 
my 10-year-old daughter Stepha-
nie shopping for a new phone - for 
myself.

I wanted a simple monochrome 
screen and just a basic phone on 
which I could talk. She wanted all 
the bells and whistles, including 
a color screen. Because when I 
wasn’t using it, guess who was 
going to play with it?

This is how the column ended.
“It took quite a bit of negotiation 

- between Stephanie and I, not the 

clerk - but we reached an agree-
ment on a new phone and sealed 
the deal.

“That’s how I got this color screen 
phone with all the different rings, 
games and weird backgrounds and 
some other stuff that I have no idea 
how to use.”

I have since learned how to use 
them. I’ve also learned to go phone 
shopping by myself.

And for all these things and 
many more that wont fit here, I am 
grateful. I hope that you have a safe 
and Merry Christmas and that you 
find joy and happiness this holiday 
season.

(Continued from Page 1)

‘Tis the season to be grateful for all the good things in life

They are a solid favorite of 
breakfast in the Western World, 
especially the UK, America and 
Canada. Round and dense and 
best served with a topping of cream 
cheese, the bagel found its origins 
among the Jewish population of the 
1600s.

Who likes bagels?
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1 dozen $14.95 + tax
Pork Tamales: Same day pickup

Chicken Tamales: By advance order

Pork or Chicken
Tamales

2 BR’s Starting  at $725

We’re still leasing
Take a self-guided tour

Our community with its resort-style swimming pool and beautiful 
landscaping offers a relaxing oasis just steps from your door.

The Palms of Lake Jackson

tradition, although I would like to 
continue the tradition of decorating 
a tree for a family once COVID is 
under control. 

We decided to give a child from 
a needy family presents this year. 
I’ve always wanted to do this, and 
now it will be our family’s tradition.

We found a school that has 
a list of needy kids. We were 
looking to sponsor an older child 
because those children would 
remember if Santa left them out 
this year for financial reasons.

Bingo! We found a really cool 
kid. He likes Star Wars and Baby 
Yoda. My husband and I have 
similar interests, so that would 
make this shopping spree easy.

We had a blast shopping 

for him. We got him Star Wars 
and Baby Yoda everything, 
name-brand everything, and I 
even found a sold-out, impossi-
ble-to-find Baby Yoda toy. Score! I 
hope this makes this kid’s Christ-
mas. It helped to make ours.

As we wrapped the presents, 
our baby sat across from us, 
watching and smiling at the shiny 
wrapping paper. It was truly a 
special moment. It brought back 
“that warm fuzzy feeling” that 
feels like Christmas - the feeling 
I haven’t felt since I was a kid 
decorating that special Christmas 
tree. 

We are fortunate enough to 
be able to exchange Christmas 
presents with our family. We don’t 
have to worry about where our 

next hot meal will come from. And 
I know that if anything were to 
change, someone would look out 
for us and make sure we had the 
same experience as the child we 
sponsored this holiday season.

Eventually, my baby will be 
picking out the gifts. I hope that 
when he has his own family, he 
will continue the tradition or start 
his own. 

Baby’s first Christmas is already 
a little extra special, and Santa 
hasn’t even visited him yet. And 
we won’t forget to leave out the 
milk and cookies Christmas Eve - 
and maybe a spare face mask.

(You can reach Stephanie at 
stephanie.bulletin@gmail.com. Or 
by writing to: The Bulletin, P.O. 
Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)

(Continued from Page 1)

Spirit of Christmas is sharing with others less fortunate

MR. MORRIS                                                                                                                                         By Rick Brooks
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COLOR

just an old derelict shrimp boat in a 
canal at River’s End, but the snow 
made it magical.

1) This picture was taken the 
first year Roy and I moved down to 
River’s End to live. 

On Christmas Eve, the snow 
began, and we stayed up to watch 
it come down. Around midnight, a 
push boat went by, decorated to the 
9’s in Christmas lights, including a lit 
Christmas tree, shining its spotlight 
through the falling snow.

 Just the silence of the night, the 
heartbeat of the diesel engine and 
the snow. That was the first Christ-
mas down here. There will never be 
another like it.

2) “The Shrimp boat in the Snow” 
was the first picture I took with a 
brand-new camera, and I was still 
figuring out how to use it. Roy and I 
were walking around taking pictures 
of weekenders’ homes so they could 
see what their houses looked like in 
the snow. As I was crossing the little 
canal, I turned and took the shot – 
though Roy thought I was crazy.

3) It was the first picture for which 
I ever got an award. In 2005, it took 
a blue ribbon at the Brazoria County 
Fair for “Most Original” and second 
place in “Landscape.”

4) It was the first picture I ever 
had published. After the 2004 snow 

along the coast, HEB held a contest 
for snow pictures. The best pictures 
were made into a coffee table book 
entitled simply “Snow.” They sold 
out in HEB stores in a day. 

Then, people who hadn’t heard 
about the first contest (like me) still 
wanted to share their pictures, so 
HEB held a second contest, and I 
entered that one. These pictures 
became their second coffee table 
book entitled “More Snow.” Though 
I did not finish in the money, they 
gave my picture a full page in color.

5) It was the first picture I ever 
sold at a charity auction. I enlarged 
and framed my picture and donated 
it to the first F.O.R. (Friends of the 
River) auction to raise funds for the 
river. It was purchased for $250 and 
now hangs inside the offices of Port 
Freeport.  

I selected this picture because it 
elicits all kinds of wonderful emo-
tions about the people and the place 
I live, and I hope it will for you, too.

Now you know why I selected this 
picture for the front of my Christmas 
card. Open it up, and it will say,

“One touch of Nature makes the 
whole world kin” - Shakespeare

May all the seasons of your life 
be filled with peace and love. 

Love, Jan and Roy Edwards with 
Skunk and Coon Dog

Finally, I give you a little recipe 

card gift for a little drink to keep you 
warm on those bone-chilling nights 
when the north wind becomes blue.

HOT BUTTERED RUM
2 heaping tablespoons Hot But-

tered Rum Batter (see below)
1 ½ ounces rum
Boiling water
HOT BUTTERED RUM BATTER
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, 

softened
1  pound brown sugar
2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
2 teaspoons ground nutmeg
½ teaspoon ground allspice
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
In a mixing bowl, beat together 

softened butter, brown sugar, 

spices, and vanilla extract until well 
combined. Refrigerate in an airtight 
container for up to a month or place 
in your freezer until ready to use.

TO MAKE THE HOT BUTTERED 
RUM:  

In a pre-heated coffee mug, com-
bine Hot Buttered Rum batter and 
rum. Fill with boiling water and stir 
well to mix. Serve with a spoon.

Merry Christmas, Happy 
Hanukkah, Happy Kwanza or just 
plain Happy Holidays – to you 
and yours.

(Write Jan in care of The Bulletin. 
Email: john.bulletin@gmail.com. 
Snail mail: The Bulletin, PO Box 
2426, Angleton TX, 77516.)

After reading my Christmas card, make yourself some delicious hot buttered rum
(Continued from Page 1)

CHN offers covid 
testing at county 

fairgrounds
Community Health Network 

(CHN) continues its partnership 
with Brazoria County Health 
Department and the Homeland 
Preparedness Project to provide 
free testing at the Brazoria 
County Fairgrounds in Angleton,  
in response to the recent COVID-
19 spike in infections during the 
Holidays. The testing started 
Dec. 17 to help the community 
decrease cases and slow down 
the infection rate.

Angleton’s testing site hours of 
operation are Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from 8:30 a.m. to 
5 p.m. 

For more immediate assis-
tance and answers to frequently 
asked questions, go to www.
mychn.org and visit the COVID-
19 Testing page, or call (281) 
824-1480.

Individuals who are ready to 
test may electronically register at 
that time. CHN has a dedicated 
COVID Call Line staffed with 
team members to assist com-
munity members with calls or 
questions requesting testing.

The call center at (281) 954-
4850 is available Monday-Friday 
7:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

“Community Health Network is 
honored to serve the residents of 
Brazoria County. Infection rates 
are rising, and we must do what 
we can to reduce transmission,” 
said Mark Young, CHN’s chief 
executive officer.

CHN is a system of federally 
qualified health clinics located in 
Brazoria, Galveston and Harris 
Counties that provide pharmacy, 
primary care, pediatrics, obstet-
rics and gynecology, women’s 
health, men’s health, senior 
health, oral health care, psychia-
try, and therapy. It accepts Med-
icaid, CHIP, Medicare, private 
insurance, and cash payments. 
Individuals and families that are 
uninsured may be eligible for 
care at a discounted price. 

Patients that are not eligible 
will find substantial value in our 
office visits, lab costs, and phar-
macy pricing.



Brazoria County Library SystemBrazoria County Library System
Million Minute Reading Challenge starts in January

During the month of 
January, the Brazoria 
County Library System 
will be joining up with 
schools and libraries 
across the country in 
Simon & Shuster’s 
“Books Like Us Winter 
Reading Challenge.”

The goal for Brazoria 
County will be to read 
one million minutes Jan. 
1-31 and to record time 
spent reading using the 
free Beanstack Tracker 
app available at: bclstx.
beanstack.org, or pick up 
a reading log from their 
local library.

All ages are eligible 
for a reading prize upon 
finishing 10 hours. Ages 
1-4 will get a snack pack 
container; ages 5-12 will 
get a tangle puzzle & tat-
toos; and ages 13 and up 
will  receive a journal with 
a pen set. 

As an added incentive, 
participants who read 600 
minutes (10 hours) or more 
will be awarded an eTicket 
for a chance at one of three 
countywide Grand Prizes: a 
tablet with cover; a Sphero 
SPRK+ Programmable 
Robot, or a LEGO Brick 
Set.

“Reading just 20 minutes 
each day will allow people 
to qualify for the random 
drawing,” said Tom West, 
Adult Services Coordinator 
for the Library System, who 

encourages everyone to 
adopt a New Year’s reso-
lution to “Read 2021” - 20 
minutes or more each day 
in 2021. 

Last year’s Winter Read-
ing Challenge enrolled 
344,000 readers nationwide 
who logged over 358,000 
books and 26 million min-
utes of reading time.

The Challenge kicks off 
Jan. 1 and ends Jan. 31. 
Simon and Schuster will 
announce the results and 
top finishers in February.

Libraries closed Dec. 24-27 
for the Christmas Holiday

Re-opening Monday, Dec. 28

Our eBanch and online 
resources are available 
24/7. Log in with your 
library card to access 
eBooks, audio books, 
comics, magazines, 
newspapers, and 
streaming music, 
movies and television 
shows for free at bcls.
lib.tx.us

Starting in January, 
patrons of the Brazoria 
County Library System 
will be able to access their 
favorite digital magazines 
using Flipster from EBSCO 
Information Services.

Flipster is a magazine 
service that allows people 
to browse digital versions 
of popular magazines, 
courtesy of the library. 
More than 30 titles will be 
available, including Enter-
tainment Weekly, High-
lights, National Geographic, 

Newsweek, People, Time, 
and Vanity Fair.

Cardholders will now have 
the option of accessing the 
content remotely. Maga-
zines can be downloaded 
to Android™ phones and 
tablets, Apple® phones and 
tables, and Kindle Fire tab-
lets for offline reading any-
time, anywhere.

Flipster offers an easy, 
browse-able reading expe-
rience. Users can browse 
magazines by category as 
well as perform searches 

for specific periodicals. An 
online newsstand provides a 
carousel of the most recent 
issues, as well as a carou-
sel of all issues allowing for 
quick access to magazines. 
The table of contents con-
tains links for quick access 
to articles of interest and 
hotlinks within magazines 
are hyperlinked, opening in 
separate tabs when clicked. 
In addition, there is an option 
to zoom in and out for better 
readability.

“With our buildings being 

open for limited services 
at this time, Flipster will 
permit our patrons to once 
again access their favor-
ite magazines from the 
comfort and safely of their 
homes,” said Tom West, 
Adult Services Coordina-
tor for the library system.

Contact your local 
branch or visit www.bcls.
lib.tx.us and click on the 
eBranch tab to learn 
more about accessing the 
library’s digital magazines 
through Flipster.

Brazoria County Library Introduces Flipster Digital Magazines
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Senior Focus

Should I claim Social Security at 62?
Dear Rusty: I’m looking for 

information about retiring and start-
ing my Social Security very soon 
at age 62. I’m not sure if I want to 
do it because I’m not sure if I can. 
Can you help me figure this out? 
Signed: Hesitant 

Dear Hesitant: I know it can 
be daunting trying to figure out 
whether and when to claim your 
Social Security benefits. I’ll give 
you some of the basics:

First, you should know that if you 
claim your benefits at age 62, your 
benefit amount will be consider-
ably reduced 
from what it 
would be if you 
waited longer to claim. At 62, your 
benefit will be about 28% less than 
it would be at your full retirement 
age (FRA) which, for you is 66 
years and 8 months. Your benefit 
will continue to grow by a fraction 
of a percentage point each month 
you wait, until it reaches 100% at 
your FRA. You can choose to delay 
even longer than your FRA, and 
your benefit will continue to grow 
up to age 70 when you reach your 
maximum benefit amount. For you, 
that maximum at age 70 would be 
about 28% more than you would 
get at your FRA and about 75% 
more than you would get at age 62. 
There is a considerable financial 
advantage to waiting to claim. 

If you continue working, and 
you claim at age 62 (or at any age 
before your FRA), you’ll be subject 
to Social Security’s “earnings test,” 
which limits how much you can 
earn before they take back some 
of your benefits. Starting at age 
62 and continuing until the year 
you attain FRA, there will be an 
annual limit to your earnings (the 
2021 limit is $18,960) and, if you 
exceed that, SS will take back 
benefits equal to $1 for every $2 
you are over the limit. That could 
mean you will go some number of 
months without receiving benefits 
until Social Security recovers what 
you owe because you exceeded 
the earnings limit. Of course, if you 
fully retire from work now, that is 
not a concern, but it may influence 

a future decision to return to work. 
Social Security’s earnings limit no 
longer applies after you reach your 
full retirement age. 

Your marital status also comes 
into play. If you are married, and 
your benefit as a spouse will be 
more than your personal benefit 
will be, then there are some special 
considerations which might affect 
your claiming decision. Generally, 
if your spousal benefit will be more 
than your own benefit (from your 
lifetime work record), and your hus-
band isn’t yet collecting benefits, 

it’s often wise to 
claim your own 
earlier and take 

the larger spouse benefit later. Of 
course, if you’re not married, you 
need only be concerned about your 
personal benefit from your own 
lifetime earnings record and waiting 
for a larger life-long benefit, if 
possible, is often the most prudent 
choice. 

Those are the basic things you 
should consider when trying to 
decide when to claim your benefits. 
But your need for the money now, 
plus your health and life expec-
tancy are also key to your decision. 
If you need the money earlier to 
make ends meet, and you won’t be 
severely affected by the earnings 
limit, then claiming early can be 
your most prudent choice. Or, if you 
are not enjoying good health and 
have reason to believe that you 
won’t live at least until today’s aver-
age age for a woman (about 87), 
then that also suggests claiming 
early. But, if you are working and 
don’t really need the money, and 
you are in good health and expect 
to live to a ripe old age, then wait-
ing longer to claim a higher benefit 
is usually a better strategy. 

The reality is that everyone’s 
personal situation is different, and 
there is no single answer to the 
question of when to claim Social 
Security. I hope the above gives 
you at least a starting point for your 
decision. (This article is intended 
for information purposes only and 
does not represent legal or finan-
cial guidance.)

Ask Rusty

 What is palliative care; who needs it; how does it help?
Mayo Clinic News Network (TNS)

DEAR MAYO CLINIC: My 65 
year-old-mother was diagnosed 
recently with Parkinson’s disease. A 
friend mentioned that we should see 
a palliative care doctor to develop 
a care plan. I don’t think my mother 
is dying anytime soon. Can you 
explain palliative care and why we 
might need a consultation?

ANSWER: I am sorry to hear 
about your mother’s diagnosis. It 
can be challenging to have a loved 
one with a neurodegenerative 
disease like Parkinson’s disease, 
but it is wonderful that she has you 
to assist her.

Palliative care is a specialty that 
focuses on improving quality of 
life for people who have chronic, 
serious or advanced medical 
conditions. It can benefit patients 
and families at any point along the 
disease course, even at the time of 
diagnosis.

While you mentioned that your 
mother is not dying anytime soon, 
there is a role for palliative care 
throughout the disease trajectory, 
from the time of diagnosis until the 
end of life. 

A palliative care consult focuses 
on the physical, spiritual, social and 
psychological aspects of care for 
the patient, and his or her care-

giver. The palliative care team may 
include a combination of physicians, 
nurses, advanced-practice provid-
ers, chaplains, social workers, ther-
apists and pharmacists. The team 
assesses and manages symptoms, 
supports caregivers, helps establish 
care goals, and discusses advance-
care planning.

The palliative care provider aims 
to maximize function and quality 
of life by reviewing symptoms and 
offering options. The types of symp-
toms that are assessed include 
pain, nausea, anxiety, depression, 
constipation, diarrhea, fatigue and 
insomnia.

The palliative care team also 
cares for caregivers. Caregiver 
stress can negatively affect patients, 
so the team tries to identify and 
alleviate caregiver stressors and 
burdens. This may include making 
recommendations for additional 
assistance in the home, or increas-
ing support services, such as 
physical or occupational therapy, or 
respite care.

The team inquires about the 
patient’s medical, personal and 
family goals. For instance, one 
person may want to plant and tend 
to a garden, and another patient 
may want to travel to see family 
members. The role of the palliative 

team is to help patients meet their 
goals and ensure that their medical 
goals align with available therapeu-
tic options.

Patients are encouraged to 
complete an advance directive. 
The advance directive includes two 
parts: designation of a health care 
surrogate and a living will.

A health care surrogate is a 
person who would help make 
medical decisions if one is unable to 
make his or her own decisions. This 
person can be anyone who would 
feel comfortable carrying out the 
person’s wishes, such as a family 
member, friend or co-worker.

The living will is a document that 
outlines one’s wishes for life-pro-
longing care at the end of life. 
Another topic that may be covered 
is whether a person would want 
CPR when his or her heart stops or 
when he or she stops breathing, or 
if he or she would want to allow for 
a natural death. The latter option is 
often referred to as a do-not-resus-
citate order, or DNR.

Palliative care is a complemen-
tary service to a person’s general or 
specialty medical care, and it can be 
provided while people are receiving 
medical therapies, chemotherapy, 
dialysis, surgical procedures or 
other life-prolonging therapies. 
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Ten

Memory Care

What you do if you have a heart attack can save your life
Heart attack symptoms vary 

widely among individuals and 
between men and women. The 
most common symptom is pain in 
the chest. It may feel like pressure, 
tightness, squeezing, or an aching 
sensation. The pain may radiate into 
the neck, arms, back, jaw, or stom-
ach.  A heart attack can start slowly 
and be mild, or come on suddenly 
and be intense. Some patients don’t 
experience pain at all.

Men typically experience a heart 
attack as chest pain. While women 
may also have pain, they’re more 
likely to have one or more of these 
other symptoms: 

• Nausea, indigestion, heartburn, 
or abdominal pain

• Shortness of breath
• Breaking out in a cold sweat
• Fatigue
• Feeling lightheaded or dizzy
A heart attack occurs when 

there is a blockage in the coronary 
arteries. These major blood vessels 
deliver oxygen-rich blood to the 
heart. Lack of blood and oxygen can 
cause heart muscle to die (infarction 
means tissue death). The sooner 
you receive medical help, the more 
likely you will prevent or minimize 
damage to the heart. If you suspect 
you’re having a heart attack:

• Call 911. Emergency medical 
providers will begin treatment imme-
diately. These minutes are crucial in 
preventing long-term heart damage.

• Stay still and don’t exert your-
self.

• If you have access to aspirin 
(and are not allergic), take one 
immediately to help prevent clotting. 
Applefeld suggests crushing or 
chewing the aspirin so it gets into 
your blood stream faster.

• Don’t get chilled if possible, 
says VanTuyle. It constricts blood 
vessels.

• Try to remain calm until medical 
help arrives.

If you’re in doubt, go to the hospi-
tal. It’s hard to tell sometimes if it’s 
a heart attack. If it’s nothing serious, 
you can go home and celebrate.

For anyone having a heart 
attack, getting rapid medical 
attention is absolutely critical. Both 
the short-term and the long-term 
consequences of a heart attack are 
largely determined by how much of 
the heart muscle dies. With rapid 
and aggressive medical treatment, 
the blocked artery can usually be 
opened quickly, thus preserving 
most of the heart muscle.

If treatment is delivered within 
three or four hours, much of the 
permanent muscle damage can be 
avoided. But if treatment is delayed 
beyond five or six hours, the amount 
of heart muscle that can be saved 
drops off significantly. After about 
12 hours, the damage is usually 
irreversible.
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Scramble solutions: use a mirror to check your answers

Callender. 
I made a lemon meringue pie that 

turned out beautifully. The meringue 
was not too voluminous and sealed 
perfectly. I then turned to my pump-
kin pies. I’ve made them the same 
way for too many years to mention 
- real pumpkin, spices added by 
me and cream cheese mixed with a 
little light corn syrup, swirled into the 
pumpkin filling. 

Preparation went according to 
plan. Then came the time to place it 
into the oven. I use a heavy baking 
pan, much thicker and heavier than 
the usual cookie sheet. I decided 
that putting that pan in the oven 
to heat up as the oven heated up 
before I put two pumpkin pies on it 
was a different and wise decision. 
How often does inspiration turn and 
bite you?

The disposable pie pans turned 
out to be rather flimsy. I opened the 
prewarmed oven and baking sheet 
and picked up a pie to transfer to 
the baking sheet. Twisting and turn-
ing, the pie pan dumped filling on 
the baking sheet and oven door! 

The second pie fared a little 
better, but still in that same messy 
fashion. I quickly wiped what I could 
off the oven door and shut them up 
to cook.

The preheated baking pan in 
retrospect was not as great of an 
innovation as I thought. Letting the 
pan heat as pies cooked is easier 

on the pie shell.The preheated pan 
resulted in a shell a little too done 
for my taste.

This is the basis for a lot of learn-
ing experiences - trial, and error. I 
won’t be doing that again.

Christmas is almost here and 
I, for one, want to depart from our 
normal Thanksgiving repeat menu. 
I think I would like a brisket or fried 
chicken. I gave my son a large deep 
fryer with a rotisserie as an early 
present and a gift that keeps on 

giving.
He fried two small turkeys (10 

pounds or less) in it for Thanks-
giving, and I think fried intact or indi-
vidual pieces of chicken or a brisket 
would be a wonderful variation.

I, lesson learned, will make pies.
(Edward Forbes wants to 

hear from you. Email him at 
eforbes1946@gmail.com or send 
comments by snail mail to The 
Bulletin, PO Box 2426, Angleton TX. 
77516.)

(Continued from Page 1)

Lessons learned while baking pies; oven door saves day

Mousse is a food that originated 
in France, where its literal transla-
tion is “foam.” It became popular 
in 18th century France, but did not 
become prominent in the United 
States until much later. Choco-
late mousse was first known as 
“mayonnaise de chocolat” and was 
invented by French post-Impres-
sionist painter Henri Toulouse-Lau-
trec in the late 19th century.

Mousse, anyone

I think fried intact or individual pieces of chicken or a brisket
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Q: Who’s in charge of a world 
that suffers, and what can be said 
to its citizens who have lost so 
much hope? - W.P.

A: The world seems to be 
careening toward destruction. We 
see the innocent suffer and count-
less people experiencing pain 
and anguish. Voices of doubters 
and skeptics cry out: “What kind 
of a God allows terrible things like 
treacherous weather, disease, and 
even pandemics to ravage?”

Millions of people throughout the 
world are suffering from injustice, 
political oppression and persecu-
tion. The entire world seems to be 
a hospital, a mortuary, or a grave-
yard, with people asking the same 
question: “Who is in control?”

The Bible tells us that God is 
the ruler of the universe - and all 
of creation. “Both riches and honor 
come from You, and You reign 
over all. In Your hand is power and 
might” (1 Chronicles 29:12).

This same mighty God is also a 
loving God who brings good out of 
bad, light out of darkness, and joy 
out of despair.

“God is in heaven; He does 
whatever He pleases” (Psalm 
115:3) and the Bible is clear that 
God wants all people to come to 
a saving knowledge of His Son, 

(Send your queries to “My Answer,” 
c/o Billy Graham, Billy Graham Evange-
listic Association, 1 Billy Graham Park-
way, Charlotte, N.C., 28201; call 1-(877) 
2-GRAHAM, or visit the Web site for the 
Billy Graham Evangelistic Association: 
www.billygraham.org.)

God is the ruler of the universe, all of creation
Based on the writings of the Rev. Billy Graham

Tribune Media Services 

Jesus Christ, as our loving Savior 
and He wants to reign in us to 
guide, direct, and care for us.

  Behind the love of God lies His 
omniscience - His ability to know 
and understand all. Omniscience 
is that quality of God which is 
His alone. He possesses infinite 
knowledge and an awareness 
uniquely His. 

At all times, even in the midst of 
any type of suffering, He knows, 
loves, watches, understands, and, 
more than that, He has a purpose. 
May we pray for His purpose in 
our lives and receive His amazing 
grace.

Columbia Christian Senior Citizens Center Menu
629 E. Bernard, West Columbia, TX, (979) 345-5955

Menu subject to change on serv-
ing days. Limited seating - please 
call to reserve a seat. Take-out 
orders available - please call by 
10:30 a.m. for 11 a.m. pick-up. 

Center will NOT be serving meals 
Monday, Dec. 21 through Friday, 
Dec. 25 during Christmas week. 
Service will resume Monday, Dec. 
28 through Thursday, Dec. 31. 
Center is closed on Friday, Jan. 
1, for New Year’s Day. MERRY 
CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW 

YEAR!
Monday, Dec. 28: Chicken-fried 

steak, gravy, zucchini & tomatoes, 
spiced apples, peaches & cottage 
cheese, garlic toast, dessert.

Tuesday, Dec. 29: Mexican 
casserole, cooked cabbage, corn, 
pears & cottage cheese, cornbread, 
dessert.

Meals on wheels available during 
serving days - Mon. Dec. 28 & Tuesday, 
Dec. 29 - call before 9:30 a.m. Low salt/
low sugar meals available - call before 
8 a.m.

West Columbia Church of Christ
306 E. Jackson St., West Columbia, TX. 77486

Services:
Sunday:  9:00 a.m., 9:50 a.m., and 6:00 p.m. • Wednesday:  7:00 p.m.
Phone:  (979) 583-2175 • Website: http://www.westcolumbiatxcoc.com

The Bible teaches that sin is a universal problem, and that all people eventually fall into its 
clutches when they respond to its temptations (Romans 3:23; James 1:14-15).  This is bad, but 
where sin leads people is much worse.  Sin unrepented and unforgiven goes from bad to worse, 
and it always leads to spiritual death (Romans 6:23).

Paul spoke in the Roman letter about the idolaters whose lives were so filled with sin that one 
incarnation of it was worse than the last.  They rejected the knowledge of God whose existence is 
evident in creation (Romans 1:20-21), and they worshiped and served the creature rather than the 
creator (vs. 23, 25).  In the process of this, they also indulged in the lusts of their flesh and dis-
honored their bodies among themselves (vs. 24).  All of this was proof of the real problem:  their 
foolish hearts were darkened (vs. 21).

Where did all of this lead them?  Paul said that God gave them up to “vile passions” wherein the 
women exchanged the natural use of the woman for what is against nature (vs. 26).  Not only that, 
but men left the natural use of the woman and burned in their lust for one another, committing, 
men with men, what is shameful (vs. 27).  They were motivated by a debased mind, to do those 
things which are not fitting (vs. 28).

But that was not the end of it.  Paul said the Romans were:  “filled with all unrighteousness, sexual 
immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-minded-
ness; they are whisperers, backbiters, haters of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, 
disobedient to parents, undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; who, know-
ing the righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not 
only do the same but also approve of those who practice them” (vs. 29-32).  

All of this corruption came from one source:  they did not like to retain God in their knowl-
edge (vs. 28). It is the rejection of God and His truth that results in corrupt thinking, hearts, and 
actions.  

Do you remember a time in your upbringing when most people held the Bible in high esteem?  
People back then spoke reverently about God.  When God was revered and honored, homosexual-
ity was properly described as sin.  Abortion was considered murder (1 Peter 4:15).  

Our world is coming apart at the seams.  I am not talking about Covid-19, or the political unrest 
that is plaguing America.  What I am talking about is the wholesale rejection of the will of God.  
Society is imploding because men and women do not love the Lord.  Evil is everywhere, and when 
it rears its head it is celebrated.  The devil is winning, because people are rejecting the Bible.

But, that’s not how it used to be.  We need to stand up for what is right.  We must speak for the 
Lord to set things right.

That’s Not How It Used To Be

What is the history behind ‘the true meaning of Christmas?’
The true meaning of Christmas 

is a phrase that began to appear 
in the mid-19th century when a 
shift toward a more secular culture 
resulted in a national backlash.

Christians began to see the 
secularization of the celebration 
day of the birth of Christ as the 
shift toward Santa Claus and gift 
exchanging replaced the cele-
bration of the advent of Christ 
and giving to the poor and needy 
without expectation of receiving 

anything in return. The poem “A 
Visit from St. Nicholas”(1822) 
helped popularize the tradition of 
exchanging gifts, and seasonal 
Christmas shopping began to 
assume economic importance. 

Harriet Beecher Stowe criticizes 
the commercialization in her story 
“Christmas; or, the Good Fairy”. An 
early expression of this sentiment 
using the phrase of “the true 
meaning” is found in The American 
magazine, vol. 28 (1889):

“to give up one’s very self – to 
think only of others – how to bring 
the greatest happiness to others – 
that is the true meaning of Christ-
mas.”

The phrase is especially asso-
ciated with Charles Dickens’ “A 
Christmas Carol” (1843), in which 
an old miser named Ebeneezer 
Scrooge is taught the true meaning 
of Christmas by three ghostly visi-
tors who review his past and foretell 
his future.
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COPING WITH COVID-19

Jumbles: GRANT  HONOR  INSIST  RODENT
Answer: It’s easy to add zero plus zero because there’s -- NOTHING TO IT

can be at your best when you can 
show off your talents and exper-
tise. Don’t hesitate to display your 
skill set; you should attract others 
who are equally adroit. Show your 
admiration for others’ strengths and 
abilities too.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): Cut 
through the fog in the week ahead. 
Shine friendliness and a positive 
attitude to clear up any misunder-
standing. Save important purchases 
for later in the week, when your 
good taste is in higher gear.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Though you will not always receive 
the attention or the gift that you 
desire, you can always attend to 
and treat yourself. Some people 
may be more interested in their 
jobs or their ambitions as the week 
begins than in socializing.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
A conversation or new information 
can make your choices easier. 
In the upcoming week, you may 
take a new approach toward 
finances. Focus on how to gather 
more resources or maximize your 
savings.

ARIES (March 21-April 19): Your 
instincts are likely right on target 
when it comes to making quick 
decisions. Since you are mentally 
acute, you can overcome objections 
and navigate tricky situations. Loved 
ones could be out of sorts in the 
week ahead.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
Making money may be more import-
ant than spending it. A loved one 
may be at odds with you during the 
next few days unless you adopt a 
cooperative attitude. Steer clear of 
unnecessary misunderstandings.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Connect with others as well as your 
ambitions. Your sincere belief can 
be very convincing. Success could 
be easily achieved by helping move 
people and things toward construc-
tive results.

CANCER (June 21-July 22): You 
may be motivated or empowered 
by a partner to focus on excellence 
in your work. Whatever you are 
focusing your energies on, you will 
be encouraged to do the job to the 
best of your ability.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): You 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): The New Moon falls in your 
sign this week and might be an 
indication that you are willing to face 
your fears and ready to let go of the 
past. To achieve your ambitions, it 
might be wise to curtail spending on 
nonessentials.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): Give from the heart to a worthy 
cause you believe in. There should 
be a little room in your budget for 
some discretionary spending that 
helps others. Feeling that you have 
made a difference is a wonderful 
reward.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Recalling consequences of 
past mistakes may remind you to 
make better choices. Friends could 
bring up questions about moral 
issues that may not have concrete 
answers. You might need to reeval-
uate your goals this week.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): You 
don’t operate in a vacuum. You may 
realize that you need to abide by the 
group consensus. Take the needs of 
everyone into consideration as you 
traverse the week ahead. 

December 22
1895 - German physicist Wilhelm 

Röntgen made the first X-ray - of his 
wife’s hand.

1943 - Sporting goods manu-
facturers received permission to 
use synthetic rubber for the core of 
baseballs.

1961 - James Davis became the 
first U.S. soldier to die in Vietnam, 
while U.S. involvement was still 
limited to the provision of military 
advisers.
December 23 -Christmas Eve Eve

1783 - George Washington 
returned home to Mount Vernon, 
after the disbanding of his army 
following the Revolutionary War.

1942 - Bob Hope agreed to enter-
tain U.S. airmen in Alaska. It was 
the first of the traditional Christmas 
shows.

1947 - John Bardeen, Walter 
H. Brattain and William Shockley 
invented the transistor.
December 24 - Christmas Eve

1914 - In World War I, the first air 
raid on Britain was made when a 
German airplane dropped a bomb 

on the grounds of a rectory in Dover.
1948 - For the first time ever, a 

midnight Mass was broadcast on 
television. It was held at St. Pat-
rick’s Cathedral in New York City.

1967 - Joe Namath (New York 
Jets) became the first NFL quarter-
back to pass for 4,000 yards.

December 25 - Christmas
1 - Jesus Christ was born.
1818 - “Silent Night” was 

performed for the first time, at the 
Church of St. Nikolaus in Obern-
dorff, Austria.

1939 - “A Christmas Carol,” by 
Charles Dickens, was read on CBS 
radio for the first time.

December 26
1941 - Winston Churchill became 

the first British prime minister to 
address a joint meeting of the U.S. 
Congress.

1941 - U.S. President Roosevelt 
signed a resolution that set the a 
fixed-date, the fourth Thursday of 
November, for the federal Thanks-
giving Day holiday.

1956 - Fidel Castro attempted a 
secret landing in Cuba to overthrow 

the Batista regime. All but 11 of his 
supporters were killed.

1991 - The Soviet Union’s parlia-
ment formally voted the country out 
of existence.

December 27
1900 - Carrie Nation staged her 

first raid on a saloon at the Carey 
Hotel in Wichita, KS. She broke 
each and every one of the liquor 
bottles that could be seen.

1979 - Soviet forces seized con-
trol of Afghanistan. Babrak Karmal 
succeeded President Hafizullah 
Amin, who was overthrown and 
executed.

December 28
1908 - An earthquake killed over 

75,000 at Messina in Sicily.
1945 - The U.S. Congress 

officially recognized the “Pledge of 
Allegiance.”

1973 - Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
published “Gulag Archipelago,” 
an expose of the Soviet prison 
system.

1981 - Elizabeth Jordan Carr, the 
first American test-tube baby, was 
born in Norfolk, Va.

Bulletin horoscope

History of the World On This Day
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Complete the grid so each row, column 
and 3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains 
every digit 1 to 9. For strategies on how to 
solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solutions

ACROSS
1 Island top
11 Beaver young
15 Dreamer of Greek myth
16 Short race, briefly
17 Celebrated 1981 bride
18 Kyrgyzstan range
19 Italian sonnet closing
20 One may be mounted close to 
a grille

22 Never encountered before
25 Sleeper’s path
26 Didn’t lose at all
30 Athlete’s best effort
32 “Breaking Bad” org.
33 City on the Arno
34 Hardly the best smoke
35 Filing aid
36 Item on many a diner check
38 Jazz piano style

Solutions on the right side of this page

In memory of Greg Wilkinson

Bulletin Crossword Puzzle of the Week
HARE  BEAR  GOAT  PUMA  MOLE  SEAL  DEER  MINK  LION  BOAR

40 Greek letter
41 White water
45 Early philosophical hot spot
46 Columbo, for one: Abbr.
47 Point of view
48 Sidestep
49 Formal wear
51 One way to think
53 Experiment with Zener cards
55 Tree with green-skinned fruit
60 Opposite of bueno
61 United Nations goal
64 King Harald’s father
65 Obsolescent media
66 Flier over Hawaii
67 Island bottom

DOWN
1 Jungfrau setting
2 Stuff of legends
3 Name you might see while listen-
ing to Muzak
4 Follow the game?
5 Trip up
6 Address
7 Dines on
8 Part of TGIF
9 Sign of trouble
10 Beaux Arts __: longtime chamber 
music group
11 Arboreal marsupial
12 Countertop option
13 Captain, say
14 Stops pumping momentarily?
21 Receive with a shake, maybe
23 Brewery fixture
24 Narcissist’s issue
26 One flying without a plane?
27 January clearance
28 Where there’s a will, usually
29 Equal footing
31 Hit opposite
34 Bean of “Game of Thrones”
37 Make room on a drive
39 Gun in neutral
42 Org. that runs the FedEx Cup 
Playoffs
43 Misfortune
44 __ volente
48 Makes adjustments
50 Hot spot
52 Beehives, e.g.
54 Promotional handouts
56 Watered down
57 Longtime MLB star Big __
58 HP rival
59 Old U.S. region?
62 Nutritional abbr.
63 Fleur-de-__
(C) 2020 TRIBUNE CONTENT AGENCY, LLC.
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