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Happy Birthday, AmericaHappy Birthday, America
Celebrating Our Country’s 245th BirthdayCelebrating Our Country’s 245th Birthday

HabEnjoy the fireworks and the traditional Enjoy the fireworks and the traditional 
celebrations planned all around Brazoria celebrations planned all around Brazoria 

County. Have a great time at the 74th County. Have a great time at the 74th 
Annual Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport. Annual Fishin’ Fiesta in Freeport. 
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Fishin’ Fiesta chairpersons’ letter
This year has been quite the test 

for all of us. With COVID-19 life has 
changed and this year we have had 
to make some changes with the 
Fishin’ Fiesta Tournament and BBQ 
Cook-Off.

Again this year, we have decided 
to refocus on the charity fishing 
tournament and BBQ Cook-Off. 
That’s right, Fishin’ Fiesta is a tax 
write-off, as the Freeport Host 
Lion’s Foundation is a non-profit 
organization. Your entry fee in the 
fishing tournament or the State 
Championship BBQ Cook-Off is 
a tax deduction. Our tax ID is # 
46-1639978.

There are no other events this 
year except the fireworks on Satur-
day, July 3 at 9 p.m.

So, where does your donation 
go? The Freeport Host Lions Foun-
dation supports Brazosport Cares 
Food Pantry, Salvation Army, Junior 
Achievement, ActionS (provides 
meals to home bound residents), 
Texas Lions Camp for physically 
challenged kids (Brazoria County 
Lions sponsor an average of 30-40 
kids each year to the camp in Kerr-
ville, Texas. The week at the camp 
cost the families and kids nothing 
as the Lions of Texas underwrites 
the entire cost of the camp.

We also provide 2 scholarships 

to Brazosport College and 2 schol-
arships for students at Brazosport 
High School.

This is just a few of the 30+ 

groups we try to help each year.
So from us to you, thank you for 

supporting our charity fishing tour-
nament and BBQ Cook-Off.

 - Ann Johnston, chairperson, 
Fishin’ Fiesta 2021; Chris Motley, 
chairperson, BBQ Cook-off 2021
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Grilling up the goods at the Fishin’ Fiesta
One of the big events of the 

Fishin’ Fiesta is the IBCA-sanc-
tioned Barbecue Cook-Off, which 
will be July 2-3.

Some of the top teams from 
around the area compete in this 
contest and serve brisket, pork, 
spare ribs and chicken.

The total payout is $5,000, and 
the Grand Champion will receive a 
“Championship Chair.”

First-place cash prize is $500; 
second is $300; and third is $200. 
The last cash prize is for 10th 
place, which is $50.

But that’s just the tip of the ice-
berg for these teams. They are out 
for recognition as Fishin’ Fiesta 
Grand Champion winner.

The cook-off will take place at 
Freeport Municipal Park.

 A complete set of rules are 
posted on www.fishinfiesta.com.

Kids don’t have to watch dad 
compete at the Fishin’Fiesta Cook-
Offs and wish they could also.

 They can enter the “Kids Que 
Cook-Off,” an IBCA-sanctioned 
Texas State Championship event 
that takes place on July 3 at Free-
port Municipal Park.

There is a $20 entry fee, and the 
category is limited to pork chops. 
That should hit the spot with most 
kids.

First- through third-place winners 
will receive a trophy fishing pole, 
and all contestants will receive an 
Award of Participation and a ticket 
for a chance to win a door prize.

 Nobody walks away without 
something, or with an empty stom-
ach.

Anyone between ages 5-17 may 
participate. Each child will be pro-
vided with a variety of seasonings. 
The judging age groups are juniors 
(1-10) and seniors (11-17).

You don’t even have to buy the 
meat. The pork chop will be pro-
vided by the Fishin’ Fiesta.

Kids can also 
cook up a storm at 

Fishin’ Fiesta
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What really happened on July 4, 1776?
From constitutionfacts.com

The Declaration of Independence
We celebrate American Indepen-

dence Day on the Fourth of July 
every year. We think of July 4, 1776, 
as a day that represents the Decla-
ration of Independence and the birth 
of the United States of America as 
an independent nation.

But July 4, 1776 wasn’t the day 
that the Continental Congress 
decided to declare independence 
(they did that on July 2, 1776).

It wasn’t the day we started the 
American Revolution either (that had 
happened back in April 1775).

And it wasn’t the day Thomas 
Jefferson wrote the first draft of the 
Declaration of Independence (that 
was in June 1776). Or the date on 
which the Declaration was delivered 
to Great Britain (that didn’t happen 
until November 1776). Or the date 
it was signed (that was August 2, 
1776).
So what did happen on July 

4, 1776?
The Continental Congress 

approved the final wording of the 
Declaration of Independence on 
July 4, 1776. They’d been working 
on it for a couple of days after the 

draft was submitted on July 2nd and 
finally agreed on all of the edits and 
changes.

July 4, 1776, became the date 
that was included on the Declara-
tion of Independence, and the fancy 
handwritten copy that was signed in 
August (the copy now displayed at 
the National Archives in Washing-
ton, D.C.) 

It’s also the date that was 
printed on the Dunlap Broadsides, 
the original printed copies of the 
Declaration that were circulated 
throughout the new nation. So when 
people thought of the Declaration of 
Independence, July 4, 1776 was the 
date they remembered.

In contrast, we celebrate Consti-
tution Day on Sept. 17 of each year, 
the anniversary of the date the Con-
stitution was signed, not the anni-
versary of the date it was approved. 
If we’d followed this same approach 
for the Declaration of Independence 
we’d being celebrating Indepen-
dence Day on August 2nd of each 
year, the day the Declaration of 
Independence was signed!

How did the Fourth of July 
become a national holiday?

For the first 15 or 20 years after 
the Declaration was written, people 
didn’t celebrate it much on any 
date. It was too new and too much 
else was happening in the young 
nation. By the 1790s, a time of bitter 
partisan conflicts, the Declaration 
had become controversial. One 

party, the Democratic-Republicans, 
admired Jefferson and the Dec-
laration. But the other party, the 
Federalists, thought the Declaration 
was too French and too anti-British, 
which went against their current 
policies.

By 1817, John Adams com-
plained in a letter that America 
seemed uninterested in its past. But 
that would soon change.

After the War of 1812, the Feder-
alist party began to come apart and 
the new parties of the 1820s and 
1830s all considered themselves 
inheritors of Jefferson and the Dem-
ocratic-Republicans. 

Printed copies of the Declaration 

began to circulate again, all with the 
date July 4, 1776, listed at the top. 
The deaths of Thomas Jefferson 
and John Adams on July 4, 1826, 
may even have helped to promote 
the idea of July 4 as an important 
date to be celebrated.

Celebrations of the Fourth of July 
became more common as the years 
went on and in 1870, almost a hun-
dred years after the Declaration was 
written, Congress first declared July 
4 to be a national holiday as part of 
a bill to officially recognize several 
holidays, including Christmas. 

Further legislation about national 
holidays, including July 4, was 
passed in 1939 and 1941.
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LOCAL 4TH OF 
JULY EVENTS


