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Easy sugar cookies for the holidaysEasy sugar cookies for the holidays
• 2 cups granulated sugar, 

divided
• 2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour
• 1/2 teaspoon baking 

powder
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 14 tablespoons (1 3/4 

sticks) unsalted butter, soft-
ened

• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract
• 2 large eggs
• Royal icing, optional
1. Heat the oven to 350 

degrees. Spread 1/2 cup of the 
sugar in a dish for coating and 
set aside. In a separate bowl, 
whisk the flour, baking powder 
and salt together.

2. Beat the butter and 
remaining sugar together using 
an electric mixer on medium 

speed until light and fluffy. Beat 
in the vanilla, then the eggs, 
one at a time, until combined.

3. Slowly mix in the flour 
mixture until combined. 

4. Roll 2 tablespoons of 
dough at a time into balls, then 
roll in the sugar to coat. Lay 
the balls on parchment baking 
sheets. Flatten the cookies, 
then sprinkle sugar over the 
flattened tops.

5. Roll out the dough 1/4-
inch thick, sprinkle with some 
of the sugar and cut into festive 
shapes with cookie cutters. 

6. Bake the cookies 10 to 12 
minutes.

7. Let the cookies cool on 
the baking sheet for 10 min-
utes, then serve warm.
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WC chamber makes grand holiday showing

May peace be your gift this 
holiday season...and your 
blessings be abundant 
throughout the year!

off with a $500 grand prize, $250 
second place, and $150 third place. 
Winners reported that they would all 
be back next year, Casey said. 

The Holiday Market had a large 
attendance, and vendors reported 
that sales were brisk. The Heritage 
Hall was filled with balloon arches, 
poinsettias and an array of products 
and services.  

Santa’s Workshop, sponsored 
by the West Columbia Rotary and 
Chamber of Commerce, provided 
crafts for children as CBISD stu-
dents helped as elves. The children 
who participated created their own 
ornament and received a goody bag 
to take home. 

Christmas Performances by 
Jana’s School of Dance, the Danc-
ing Dolls and the CBISD Choir were 
well-received by a gracious and 
large audience. From the smallest 
tykes, to the more accomplished 
teenagers, all gave their time and 
talent.

Parade on the Street was 
reported to be one of the largest in 
West Columbia’s history and was 
the precursor to the First Street 
Dance and Christmas Under the 
Stars, the latter sponsored by First 
Baptist Church.

The Street Dance, sponsored by 
the Chamber of Commerce, was a 
family friendly affair with adults and 
children enjoying the hometown 
show by the Zach Walther Band. 
St. John’s Masonic Lodge #5 sold 
chicken barbecue dinners, and there 
was live music with Adam York. 

The chamber would like to extend 
its sincere appreciation for the com-
munity support and well-attended 
events, Casey said. The city revels  
in its strong sense of community, 
and locals are delighted to be part 
of a “small town with a big heart.”

County residents seemed eager 
to get out and celebrate after last 
year’s pandemic shutdowns, and 
other cities also sponsored a variety 
of festive holiday events to attend.

Brazoria offered its Christmas 
in Brazoria and the Sugar Plum 
Market. Clute and Sweeny each 
sponsored  their own Christmas in 
The Park; Freeport’s Holiday on the 
Brazos is a tradition with the Vintage 
Market added. Lake Jackson held 
its Festival of Lights, while Angleton 
had Christmas on the Square, and 
Alvin hosted Home for the Holidays.

Stephanie Johnson
The Bulletin

The West Columbia Chamber has 
had great success with its holiday 
events this year, and as the area 
continues to grow, so does the 
economy. 

LaBonne Casey, the Cham-
ber President, is passionate and 
motivated to help the city grow and 
partner with others to work together 
for the good of the city.

The success of this holiday 
season reflected the change hap-
pening in West Columbia.

 The shops in West Colum-
bia were lit up and ready for the 
holidays, starting with Moonlight 
Madness in November, successfully 
drawing local residents and visitors, 
with limos picking them up and 
driving them around to various retail  
sites. 

The Holiday Open House was the 
next event hosted. Sylvia Gibson of 
Flowers by Mary Lee is responsible 
for the idea to start it three decades 
ago. This well-attended event is 
a favorite in the western Brazoria 
County community with retailers and 
restaurants participating.

The Giving Tree is a four-year tra-
dition and culminated in 25 Giving 
Trees (fully decorated trees) given 
to foster families and CASA- sup-
ported families. This is the first year 
that the chamber and Columbia 
Historical Museum have partnered 
to showcase the Rosenwald School 
and the Giving Trees in a beauti-
ful setting with a prominent public 
location. Several hundred attended 
over the four days to view the trees 
and enjoy the Rosenwald School, a 
national treasure in its own right.

The First Chili Cook-off kicked Belle of the Brazos taking pictures with Santa at Light Up the First 
Capitol on Dec. 4. 
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Yes, Virginia, there is a Santa Claus
Eight-year-old Virginia O’Hanlon 

wrote a letter to the editor of New 
York’s Sun, and the quick response 
was printed as an unsigned editorial 
Sept. 21, 1897. The work of veteran 
newsman Francis Pharcellus 
Church has since become history’s 

most reprinted newspaper edito-
rial, appearing in part or whole in 
dozens of languages in books.

DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years 
old. Some of my little friends say 
there is no Santa Claus. Papa 
says, ‘If you see it in THE SUN it’s 

so.’Please tell me the truth; is there 
a Santa Claus?

VIRGINIA, your little friends are 
wrong. They have been affected by 
the skepticism of a skeptical age. 
They do not believe except they 
see. They think that nothing can 
be which is not comprehensible by 
their little minds. All minds, Virginia, 
whether they be men’s or children’s, 
are little. In this great universe of 
ours man is a mere insect, an ant, 
in his intellect, as compared with the 
boundless world about him, as mea-
sured by the intelligence capable 
of grasping the whole of truth and 
knowledge.

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa 
Claus. He exists as certainly as love 
and generosity and devotion exist, 
and you know that they abound and 
give to your life its highest beauty 
and joy. Alas! how dreary would be 
the world if there were no Santa 
Claus. 

It would be as dreary as if there 
were no VIRGINIAS. There would 
be no childlike faith then, no poetry, 
no romance to make tolerable this 
existence. We should have no 
enjoyment, except in sense and 
sight. The eternal light with which 
childhood fills the world would be 
extinguished.

Not believe in Santa Claus! You 
might as well not believe in fairies! 
You might get your papa to hire 
men to watch in all the chimneys 
on Christmas Eve to catch Santa 
Claus, but even if they did not see 
Santa Claus coming down, what 
would that prove? Nobody sees 
Santa Claus, but that is no sign 
that there is no Santa Claus. The 
most real things in the world are 
those that neither children nor men 
can see. Did you ever see fairies 
dancing on the lawn? Of course 
not, but that’s no proof that they are 
not there. Nobody can conceive or 
imagine all the wonders there are 
unseen and unseeable in the world.

You may tear apart the baby’s 
rattle and see what makes the 
noise inside, but there is a veil 
covering the unseen world which 
not the strongest man, nor even the 
united strength of all the strongest 

men that ever lived, could tear 
apart. Only faith, fancy, poetry, 
love, romance, can push aside that 
curtain and view and picture the 
supernal beauty and glory beyond. 
Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, in all 
this world there is nothing else real 

and abiding.
No Santa Claus! Thank God! he 

lives, and he lives forever. A thou-
sand years from now, Virginia, nay, 
ten times ten thousand years from 
now, he will continue to make glad 
the heart of childhood.

Francis Pharcellus Church was 
an American publisher and editor. 
He was a member of the Century 
Association.  Born: Feb. 22, 1839, 
Rochester, N.Y.; Died: April 11, 
1906, New York, N.Y. Buried in 
Sleepy Hollow, N.Y.

100 Hwy. 332, Lake Jackson
Inside Brazos Mall

(979) 297-4002

Hungry yet? 
Come see us!

Like us on Facebook
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