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Their mission: Help our veterans during crisis
By Ernie Williamson
The Bulletin

After several deployments to hot
combat zones, a Brazoria County
soldier left the Army already diagnosed with PTSD.
Continuing to suffer anxiety
attacks as a civilian with a family, he
sought help.
With the help of VOW22 here in
Brazoria County, the soldier was
provided counseling, training and
employment.
He also was provided a service
dog under a new VOW22 program.
The dog is trained to sense anxiety
even before the veteran realizes it
himself.
Now doing much better, the veteran helps other veterans. He knows
what they are going through. He can
spot warning signs.
This veteran’s story is one of

many successes for VOW22, an
organization seeking to prevent
suicides among our county’s more
than 18,000 veterans through community awareness, camaraderie,
social interaction and communica-

tion with veterans.
According to the 2021 Annual
National Veteran Suicide Prevention Report, 6,261 veterans committed suicide in 2019. Although
this was 399 fewer deaths than the
previous year, it is still a staggering

Veterans Parade memories
Photos by John Toth

number.
Researchers for the Military Times
estimate that 30,177 veterans of the
war on terror have died by suicide
compared to 7,057 deployed in
support of those fights.
VOW22 got its name from a Veterans Administration report in 2012
that 22 veterans committed suicide
each day.
The organization partners with
counseling centers and covers the
cost of mental health counseling for
veterans.
Although limited by the pandemic,
VOW22 also hosts “Meet and
Greets “at which veterans get to
know other veterans in the community, a crucial step in identifying
problems fellow veterans may be
facing.
VOW22 was started in 2016
(See VOW22 on Page 8)

Page 8 THE BULLETIN November 2, 2021 (979) 849-5407 www.mybulletinnewspaper.com

VOW22

(From Page 7)

when, in the middle of the national
crisis in veteran suicides, co-founders David and Stephanie Vincent,
realized there was little help for
veterans in Brazoria County.
Since its inception, VOW22 has
supported more than 750 service
members and veterans and paid for
more than 800 counseling sessions
for veterans and their families.
Chase Burgin, a VOW22 board
member who also serves on the
Brazoria County Petrochemical
Council Veteran’s Committee and
works with veterans in his position
as director of Industrial Programs
at Alvin Community College, says
VOW22 is the type of program
that is working in the battle against
veteran suicides.
“It is not government programs
that make a difference,” Burgin

says. “What works is community
support from organizations like
VOW22, individuals and businesses.”
According to Burgin, our community is demonstrating that kind of
support. And it is making a difference.
“You would be surprised how
much it improves the mental health
of veterans when they go to events
here, and they feel supported by
both veterans and non-veterans
alike,” he said.
What makes VOW22 particularly
effective, according to Burgin, is that
it is all- encompassing. The organization doesn’t just stop at paying
for counseling. If needed, VOW22
helps secure training and employment. And spouses and children
aren’t forgotten.
“We are sort of a one-stop shopping place,” says Stephanie Vincent.

Thank you veterans, for your service

“If a veteran comes to us with a
problem about paying for a light
bill, we know who to call. We don’t
have the resources to do everything
ourselves, but we know where to
get help.”
Vincent says VOW22 gets, on
average, five calls a week from
veterans seeking support.
As a non-profit, VOW22 relies on
fundraising.
Vincent says she was “blown
away” by the recent success of its
first Gala, which raised $115,000.
The organization also hosts an
annual Veteran Suicide Awareness
Hike through Lake Jackson. The
hike has grown from approximately
150 veterans and supporters in
2016 to over 1,000 participants last
year.
VOW22 is planning to buy dinner
for veterans this Veterans Day. As of
this writing, the time and place has
not been determined. Vincent says
those interested in attending should
watch for details on the group’s
Facebook page.

James Glover and his crew fire
up a historical cannon at the
2019 Veterans Day Parade and
celebrations in Brazoria. The
demonstration was one of the
many activities at the event. The
2020 celebrations were canceled
because of the pandemic.
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Burgin says one of the keys
to reducing suicides among our
county’s veterans is getting them to
realize that asking for help is not a
sign of weakness.
“We all need help at some point,”

he says.
(Ernie Williamson welcomes
reader input. Please contact Ernie
at williamsonernie@gmail.com. Or,
send letters in care of The Bulletin,
PO Box 2426, Angleton, TX. 77516)
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Veterans Day parade winding through Freeport Nov. 11
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

Brazoria County’s annual
veterans parade and program will
resume this year after not being
held during 2020 due to the Covid
pandemic, and Freeport will be
the host city for the 2021 event on
Thursday, Nov. 11.
The parade will start at 11 a.m.
in deep downtown Freeport at the
corner of West 2nd St. and West
Park Ave./Nat Hickey Dr.
The floats and vehicles will line
up down West Park, turn on 4th
Street and then line up on 4th
Street by the old school, before
proceeding to 2nd Street, said
Laura Tolar, special events coordinator and Freeport’s assistant city
secretary.
Parade entries will travel down

2nd St. and turn right at Brazosport
High School at Highway 288-B and
end at Hopper Field, across the
highway from the high school.
Any veterans, business or civic
group as well as individuals are
invited to participate in the parade,
said Tolar, and while they are
encouraged to register in advance,
entries can join the parade as late
as the morning of the parade.
“They can just come and get at
the end of the line-up,” she said.
No political signs will be allowed.
If anyone knows a World War II
veteran who would be interested in
riding on the grand marshal float,
they should contact the city, she
said.
After the parade, the program
will be presented at Hopper Field
and should start about 1 p.m. after

the parade ends, which should be
by 12:30 p.m. (Please see our story
about the program and a veterans
breakfast for more information.)
If interested in participating in
the parade or riding on the grand
marshal’s float, please go by or
call city hall (information below) or
email veterans@freeport.tx.us.
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Also, residents and visitors
should be aware there will be street
closures along the 2nd Street and
288-B area shortly before the 11
a.m. start-up of the parade, lasting
until shortly after the parade ends.
Tolar said residents and visitors
can park in Freeport Municipal Park
and along the side streets that lead
or “butt” up to 2nd Street, such as
Broad Street. There’s also a small
parking lot near the boat ramp by
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where the old community house
stood. She discouraged parking in
the high school parking lot since
school buses bringing students in
will be coming in and parking there,
and no parking will be allowed at
Arlan’s grocery store for the event.
Freeport City Hall is located
at 200 W. 2nd St., and its phone
number is (979) 233-3526. Freeport
Police Department can be reached
at (979) 239-1211.
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in EVERY FACET of the State District
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Texas.
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Program honoring veterans held at Hopper Field, Freeport
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

A program honoring veterans
will be held at Hopper Field in
Freeport about 1 p.m. following the
11 a.m. parade on Veterans Day,
which is Thursday, Nov. 11.
There will be free hot dogs,
chips and water provided for lunch.
Photographs of local veterans
and those from throughout the
county who served our country
are being accepted to be part of
a slide show that will be shown at
the program.
A picture can be submitted by
veterans or family members at
Freeport City Hall, 200 W. 2nd St.,
and it can be scanned and given
back at the same time if preferred.
The picture can also be emailed to
veterans@freeport.tx.us.
Freeport and area students will
be participating in the program,
including the Brazosport High
School Choir, and ROTC students
from Brazosport, Brazoswood and
Angleton High Schools, said Laura
Tolar, assistant city secretary and
special events coordinator for the
City of Freeport.
A student representative, most
likely the Senior Class President
from Brazosport High School,
will emcee the event, which will
include a Salute to Veterans and a

closing prayer by students.
There also will be bands and
other choirs involved in the parade
or/and program as well as the Brazoria County Calvary, the Brazoria
Militia and the Brazoria County
Combined Honor Guard as plans
are still being firmed up for both
the parade and program.

A free breakfast for veterans will
begin at 7 a.m. at the First United
Methodist Church, located at 1600
W. Broad St. in Freeport.
Veterans of any age are
encouraged to participate and
have fellowship together before
watching or participating in the
parade.
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Armistice Day became Veterans Day
From U.S. Department of Defense

Veterans Day is a well-known
American holiday, but there are also
a few misconceptions about it — like
how it’s spelled or whom exactly it
celebrates. To clear some of that
up, here are the important facts you
should know.
A lot of people think it’s “Veteran’s
Day” or “Veterans’ Day,” but they’re
wrong. The holiday is not a day that
“belongs” to one veteran or multiple

veterans, which is what an apostrophe implies. It’s a day for honoring
all veterans — so no apostrophe
needed.
Veterans Day is NOT the Same
as Memorial Day.
Memorial Day is a time to remember those who gave their lives for
our country, particularly in battle
or from wounds they suffered in
battle. Veterans Day honors all of
those who have served the country
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in war or peace — dead or alive
— although it’s largely intended
to thank living veterans for their
sacrifices.
It was originally called Armistice
Day, commemorating the end of
World War I.
World War I officially ended when
the Treaty of Versailles was signed
on June 28, 1919. However, the
fighting ended about seven months
before that when the Allies and Germany put into effect an armistice on
the eleventh hour of the eleventh

Important facts about our veterans
A military veteran is a person
who is no longer serving in a
military. A military veteran that has
served directly in combat in a war
is further defined as a war veteran.
• 18.2 million living veterans
served during at least one war.
• 9 percent of veterans are
women.
• 7 million veterans served
during the Vietnam War.
• 3 million veterans have served
in support of the War on Terrorism.
• Of the 16 million Americans
who served during World War II,
about 325,000 were still alive as
of 2020.
• 2 million veterans served
during the Korean War.

• The top three states in 2019
with the highest percentage of
Veterans were Virginia, Wyoming,
and Alaska.
• There are more than 2.5 million
post 9/11 military veterans that
have served our nation, which is
less than 1% of the population.
Eighty percent of those spent some
time in an overseas combat zone.
• Over 2 million served in Afghanistan and Iraq, spending 1 out of 3
years serving overseas.
• 60% are under the age of 34.
• 22 veterans commit suicides
daily, with 1 occurring roughly every
80 minutes. The number is higher
for Special Forces.
• 30% of vets have disabilities as

a result of their service.
• 13-20% are diagnosed with
Post Traumatic Stress; the VA
says about 30% of people who
served in combat are dealing with
PTS.
• 22% are diagnosed with a
Depressive Disorder.
• There are an estimated
300,000 post-9/11 veterans who
have psychological wounds,
namely, post-traumatic stress disorder and traumatic brain injury.
• Since 2002, more than
200,000 service members have
suffered Traumatic Brain Injuries.
• 1/3 of those veterans who
need mental health care actually
sought treatment.
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day of the eleventh month.
For that reason, Nov. 11, 1918,
was largely considered the end
of “the war to end all wars” and
dubbed Armistice Day. In 1926,
Congress officially recognized it as
the end of the war, and in 1938, it
became an official holiday, primarily
a day set aside to honor veterans of
World War I.
In 1954, after having been
through both World War II and the
Korean War, the 83rd U.S. Congress - at the urging of the veterans
service organizations - amended
the Act of 1938 by striking out the
word “Armistice” and inserting the

word “Veterans.”
Congress signed the Uniform Holiday Bill in 1968 to ensure that a few
federal holidays — Veterans Day
included — would be celebrated on
a Monday.
Within a few years, it became
pretty apparent that most U.S.
citizens wanted to celebrate Veterans Day on Nov. 11, since it was
a matter of historic and patriotic
significance.
So on Sept. 20, 1975, President
Gerald Ford signed another law
(Public Law 94-97), which returned
the annual observance to its original
date starting in 1978.
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Warrior’s Refuge to host Vet Fest at Fairgrounds Nov. 12-13
By Sharon Toth
The Bulletin

The Warrior’s Refuge will be hosting its second annual Vet Fest on
Nov. 12-13 at the Brazoria County
Fairgrounds.
More space was needed after
the festival’s great success last
year on the grounds of the veterans’
residential complex in downtown
West Columbia.
“Over two days, more than 1,500
people showed up, and we sold out
of cook-off spots and vendor spots,
so we made the decision immediately that we needed to move to
a larger location,” said Ariel Lara,
community development director for
The Warrior’s Refuge.
The event will be held near the
rodeo arena toward the back of
the fairgrounds, located at 901 S.
Downing in Angleton, and it will
include live music, a barbecue
cookoff, car show and children’s
activities.
“Friday night will be focused on
the barbecue cook-off, and there
will be a concert and a Friday night
feast,” said Lara.
There is a $15 admission charge
at the gate ($10 in advance), and
visitors will be able to sample cooking from all the cook-off teams and
vote for their favorite, she said.
The headliner on Friday night will

Centennial tomb

2021 NATIONAL POSTER CONTEST
WINNER: The theme for Veterans
Day 2021 is centered on the
centennial commemoration of the
Tomb of the Unknown Soldier,
Located at Arlington National
Cemetery.

be J.R. Herrera.
The festival will begin at 6 p.m.
and end at midnight. Chris Wimer
will kick off the live music at 7:30
p.m.
On Saturday, there will be no
admission charge, and Vet Fest
will begin at 9 a.m. with an opening
ceremony. The National Anthem will
be sung, the Pledge of Allegiance
cited, and the Angleton High School
ROTC will participate.
The car show will begin shortly
afterward, and children’s activities
will be from 9 a.m. to about 8 p.m.
There will be bounce houses, a
petting zoo and face painting.
Food and drinks will be avail-

able for purchase from food trucks
starting at 10 a.m. New U.S. Army
recruits from the area will be sworn
in at 1 p.m., and then there will be a
live auction at 2 p.m.
Live music will kick off about 8:30
p.m. with Jackson Avenue, followed
by Cole Degges at 10:30 p.m. to
wrap up the event that will end at
midnight.
Lara said there are still cookoff and vendor spots available.
Non-profits are welcome to reserve
an informational booth at no charge.
For more information, email:
event@thewarriorsrefuge.us or
contact Lara at (979) 824-8949 or
the office at (979)345-3800.
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“Many are turning to education and
sity, Houston Independent School
have created a demand for child
District (ISD), Spring ISD and many
educators, adult educators and
more.
other full- and part-time employees
“We also see more demand for
find jobs and build careers, and this
that support educational instituhealth care practitioners who are
time each year, we take the time to
tions.”
agile and willing to take on new
pay tribute to our military veterans,”
Education-related employers
challenges this pandemic has
said Michelle Castrow, Strategic
at the job fair include Lone Star
created,” Castrow continued. “This
Planning manager for Workforce
College with multiple positions
year’s job fair will feature an abunSolutions. “After our brave men and
from Acres Homes to Conroe,
dance of healthcare related jobs
women complete their service to our
San Jacinto College, University
ranging from expert- to entry-level
country, we consider it an honor to
of Houston, Sam Houston Univerfor those considering a new career.”
begin our service to them helping
to smooth their transition into the
civilian workforce.”
The event will be open exclusively for veterans, transitioning
service members, and their spouses
and families from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
on Thursday Nov. 4. At 2 p.m. on
Thursday, the virtual event will be
open to the public until 10 p.m.,
Sunday, Nov. 7.
Hiring Red, White and You! will
feature nearly 100 local employers
in the Houston-Galveston region,
representing more than 8,100 open
and available local jobs.
“With the Pandemic and resulting
job loss, many job candidates are
rethinking what they need to get a
job or a better job,” Castrow added.

Texas’ largest veterans job fair planned for Nov. 4

The 10th annual state-wide
hiring event, Hiring Red, White and
You! will take place virtually for the
13-county Houston-Galveston area
on Nov. 4.
Held at no cost to job candidates,
hiring Red, White & You! serves
to connect veterans, transitioning
service members, and their spouses
and families with employers who are

seeking veterans’ and their spouse’s
exceptional skills that transition from
their military experience.
Pre-registration is encouraged
and is now open to veterans at:
www.wrksolutions.com/hrwy. A
complete list of employers and the
jobs available are also posted there.
“Each day, we at Workforce Solutions help our friends and neighbors

Free breakfast for
veterans Nov. 11

The Christian Senior Citizens
Center in West Columbia will be
hosting a free breakfast for veterans
and their family members on Veteran’s Day, Nov. 11.
The breakfast will be from 7 a.m.
to 9 a.m. at the center, located at
629 E. Bernard, and the center
will be closed the rest of the day to
honor veterans.
The First United Methodist
Church at 1600 W. Broad in Freeport will serve a free breakfast to
veterans starting at 7 a.m. before
the Veterans Parade starts downtown along 2nd Street at 10 a.m.
Check online to see various
restaurants that will offer discounted
or free meals on to veterans on
Veteran’s Day.
Here are a few sites:
militarybenefits.info
military.com
liveabout.com
vaclaimsinsider.com
militarydiscounts.shop
rd.com
khou.com
usveteransmagazine.com
parade.com

THANK YOU

VETERANS

“If you really want to thank the Americans
who fight for our country, be the type of
American worth fighting for.”
- Lt. Col. Waldo Waldman

Pd. Pol. Adv. by Cody Vasut
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